TIONS FOR THE 


ATSLITTED: 
THE THIRD PART OF. THE 


CHa1STIAN WARFARE : Whercin is ſhewed, 
how the Chriſtian may be armedand ftrengthenedagainft' 


the tentations of the World on theleft hand, arifing from 
troublo and afflition; andinabled to beaxe all crafſes and 


miſcries with patience, coutfure and 
thank > 
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SE I. 


To the mottzReue- 


"REND FATHER” I'N GOD, 
'GroRGE, by Gods rot ence, arch." : 
biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of iff Enviar, and | 


Metropolitan, arid one of bis. Maielties moſt 
honowable Privie Councell.,*L.D.: withe: hall 
Tiches of Gods graces in :this tife, and 


ego in eſt evone;”; Fane: Ring 
ers 2=2mJT willnot (hope ) bee | 
= thought -ynprofitable, 
(R:Reuerend Farkerin 
*God)) rhatin thisume 
of..;peace, and.: flouri- 
'ſhingproſperitie of our - 
''Churok:and Country, 
|  I-write of our warfare - 
with the acids ourcombar with affliaions, 
' ſeeing we haue no/afſurance that theſe: rompo- 
rall-blefſifgs and Halcyon daies: wall be conti- 
nued; but rather miay/probably expect &iuſtly 
feareghar according eothar vieiſſicude/and niu- 
tuall interchange of worldly things,which both 
the ſcriptures & the experience of all ages paſt 
hauc made knowne vnto vs;theromay appily 
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comea wane after this full, a low 'cbbe after 
this hightide, and a darke night offorrow and 
mourning , after this bright ſunſhine day of 


 gladnefle and reioycing, And thartthe rather, 


becauſe by our Hnneslong agoe wee haue des 


| ſerued to bee diſpoiled of Gods long continu. 


ed fauours, and with vareſifiable violence 
doe pull and hale hisiuſt iudgements ypon our 
guilty heads. Forto ſay nothing of the deſpe- 


_ rate wickedneſſe of prophane men,who bein 


rotten members of this body of our Church 
and Countrey,doe deſerueto becur off (which 
ts not commonly effected without the gricfe 
and fmartof all thoſe ſounder parts which are 
ncere about them) who doth nor ſce that the 


beſt feruants and deareſt children of God, are 


| . by long cafe growneſo lothfull and ſecure, 


and fo corrupted with continuall peace and 
profperitiez, that they need to bee quickened 
and rouzced yp with Gods ſcourges of correRi- 
on, and to bee purged. from their drofſe and 
ruſt by the fiery rriall 2: And therefore it will 
not bee amiſſe, if inthis ſummer and ſunſhine 
of our proſperity , wee ere ſhelters ro ſhade 


——_—— _,$— ww Go ——  —_— > - 


Ysagainſt the ſtormy tempeſts of approching 


rcoubles 3 


Bun Eersrts Duvicarony, 
troubles; andin the daies of our peace, de 
prepare ourſelues for this ſpirituall' warfare, 
building fortrefles and bulwarks:for our de, 
fence before wee bee aſlaulted by the enemie, 
and putting on our fpirituall armour, before 
our great Commander doeſammon ys tothe 
fght,and cauſe the alarnieto be ſounded tothe 
battell, For then ſhall wee moſt ſecurely inioy 
our peace, whenas we ftand vpon our guard, 
and haue our weapons in readineffe to reſiſtthe 
enemy; and then ſhall our iey of proſperity bee 
* moſt ſweet and delightfull, whenit isnot em- 
bittered with the feare of lofing it, nor with 
the expedation of thoſe afflitions , whoſe 
force and fury wee are by due preparati- 
on cnabled to overcome, Yea though the 
body of our ſtate had a ſound conſtitution , - 
and did not onely for the. preſent inioy the 
health of flouriſhing proſperitie, but were al-. 
| ſo aſſured that it would comtinue for the time 
ro come : yetare.there many members of it, 
which being diſcaſed with the ſores of afflii- 
on, doenced to haue theplaiſters of comforr 
applied vnto them.. And though the whole ar- 
mie of our Church milicanx donor yet ioyne 
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. Taz EetsvLe DeDicaTtToRY.” 
ina maine battell with theſe ſpirituall enemies; 
yetare there many of Gods ſouldiers picked 
out by our Lord and Generall, to skirmiſh in 
theircourſes withthem, who need tobe inſtru- 
Red inthis ſpirituall warfare, and to be 1o trai- 
nedinthe kill of ris hght, that when they are 
aſſaulted, they may mantully ſtand vnto it and 
obraine the vitory. In which reſpe&s, I ten- 
dring the future benefic of the whole body, 
and the preſent go00d of euery particular 
member ,haue vadertaken this paines 1n prepa. 
ring them for this fight. In which my ende- 
uors, if God ſo bleſle mee, that 1 attaine vnto ' 
my end I ſhall haue no ſmall ioy,ſeeing I thall 
- - communicate with them in all their conſolari- 
on, and triumph together in their victorious 
conqueſt. Or it-I faile hereof, yet ſhall I not 
loſe all my labour, ſceing while(b1 prouided 
theſe corCials of comfort for the curing of 0- 
thers, [my {clfe haue been cheered by them in 
my wants and weakeneſle; and whileſt I cooked 
others meat, haue ſomewhatitaied my fainting 
ſtomack by licking mine own fingers, &ralling 
oftheſe meats,as they paſſed thorow my hands. 
Now theſe my laboursI humbly offer to 
your 


Tur EersTLE DeDicarory, 

your Graces patronage,as an vnfained teſtimo- 
 ny-of thatloue andduty which your worth and 
merit doe iuſtly challenge. For if the Elder that 
doth gouerne well, beeworthyof double ho. 
nour, eſpecially if hee labour painfully inthe 
word and doctrine; how much are wee.bound 
toſhew by all meanes, with what zeale wee ho- 
nour you, who by your goucrnement { as 
chiefe Liuetenant vnder our dread Soueraign) 

preſerue among vs the purity cr our chriſtian 
religion, from being tainted and corrupted by 
errours and herefies ( herein extending your 
carenot only vnto vs, but alſo. to our neigh- 
bour Churches round about vs ) and conti- 
nue with increaſe the peace of our Church, 

defending vs all you may, from the in- 

 roades and inuaſions of ourRomilh enemies: - 
 atid alſo ( asthough you were quite freed from 
the waight of this-burthen) doe continually 
imploy your {eIfe inſound dodrine, and pain- 
full preaching ; notonly vrging thoſe, who are 
ynder your gouernment to take like fruitfull 
paines byyour graue authority, fatherly 2d- 
monitions, and carneſt exhortations; but alſo 
ſhaming thoſe who negle& itby your exam- 


plc; 


| breathe not,may be refreſhed by ir, 


Tus Erisrte Devicatory,” 
ple, ſecing they come farre ſhort of you, inthat 


' which they haue only rointend, who arcother- 


wiſe taken vpin ſuch multicudeof buſines. The | 
which I writenotto get vnto my ſelfthe baſere-. 


- ward of aſeruile flatterer,(for who yet could c- 


uer challenge me of ſuch ſelf-reſpeRing flatte- - 
ry) butthat God may beeglorified in thoſe exz 


celletgifts wherewith he hathinriched you;and 


that they being continued vpon this record for 
after ages, you may not only be acknowledged 
a worthy Preſident & Gouernour vnto vs, but 
beimitatcd as a precedent & pattern vnto thoſe 
whoſhall comeafter you; and ſo leaue behind 
you ſuch a ſweet ſentofa good name,as it were 
of a pretious ointment, that thoſe who yer 
The Lordlong continue, increafe andmul- 
tiply theſe his good gifts. and graces in you, 
that heemore and more may haucthe glory of 
them, his Church &children the vie & benefit, 
& your {elt both thepreſent comfort of a good 
conſcience;and the greatermeaſureofglory & 
 happinefſgarthe day of Chriſts appearing. 

. Tour Graces in all obJeruant duty, 

to be commanded, 
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containedi inthefirfts' 
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Cu ar, L es 


Of Afflitions, which are the ſecond ſort of our worldly 
enemies, of heir power:and danger 2 avbar they are, : 
” andofthe diuers kinds of them, : 


$' bn e Preface to the follewing Diſcourſe, 
That tentations ariſi ng from affiiftions are teſſe 


wr ous then thuſe 0 offeritie, though i in their firtt 
they be moore Any 

S 3 Pa. AO of affitions, _ As conſt 

dered. | 

4 That Affitions art tither bare Het, or elſe 

| a udeany ſin wo is | 
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: Of the cauſes,effes,ſubjeR and adiunQs of AMiAtohs! 


s 1 Of theefficient and impulſine cauſe of afflitions, | 


\ $ 2 Of theends,effeff,ſubielt & adinntts of our affuttios, 


S 3 Thatafflittions are exillin their owne nature. 
S 4 That affiiftions are'nor abſolutely enil,but OGEY 
#0 of ou _—_ Gods power and wiſdome, 


Cnar. 11. 


: "of the tentation of affliftions, and howit is vrged 
,. by.the enemies. of our faluation. 


Sr That ont of our affliftions ariſeth a dangerom rtentatio. 
$22; 4: How the tent ation of fflitions 6 is orged by See 


3 rebar, the world, and our awne fleſb,. 


C *: Cad 


-: , DG 6 | Hil OE 
of: * 6h which is required before the'con- 
$3 df affligtions '-and fitft vt-our Fpirituall armour, - 


which we muſthuckleſynrovs, TEPTRC { 


Ss 1 That the dangerenſneſſe of theſe ſtirituall enemies 
muſt not diſcourage vs from the fight, 

s 2 Of the meanes toftrengthenvs nn, re- 
ſpelling either preparation or execution. . ; 

$:'3 That we wit prepare aridiput on fpiritudll aroonr «- 

gainft our conflitt with affiiftions. 

4 Of thefirſt part of onr ſpirityall armor, which 6 i ſanir 14 


knowledge. 
5 Of the ſecond pert, which 15 inftifying faith, - 
; Of the third part, which | "I truft.4 and a Wa in 1 God. 
7 Ofthe fourth parr, wbieh « {alt in God, 
'$ Of the ſift part, which « the loue of G od. 
9. Of the ſixt part, which ts trug humilitie. 
10 Ofthe ſenenthp part, which is onfainedre) epentance. 
t1 That repentance is4 notabler meanes to freevs - ond 
affuFions. ? 
- 12. Ther repentance bringeth; unto 9s fingular ioy Ae” 
comfort, if we flillremainevnder'the Croſſe. 
13. Of the eight part of. Re PMNS 1A is a: 
" good — ET At | . 
} CuaP, v. 
Of the rules and cautions which are to: be obſerued i in- 
cur preparation vnto the conflict with aflitions; 


s' 1 The firſt rule, thatwe be - Gligenti in the findie andy mes 
ditation of Goas word, * 
s 2) Theſecondrule, that wee be frequent and front in” 


raser, 
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4 


$ 3 .Thethirdrale; that inprafferitic wto labanr in mode 


manieg and mortiffing our affeions.. DIMTDE 
| | Ss 4 The: 


ME - . The Contents. FR 
'$ 4 The rule, that wee mnſt not faine wito our ſelues 


. affliftions in our conceipt and imagination; 
'$ 5.6. Thefift tnle ther weemuſt not by here anticipate 
p afflictions. ie STR 20 Bun 7 RN ArRAY | 

S 7 Theſixtrule is , that with Chriſtian prouidencewee 
_ foreſee affliftions before they befall ws. . 
Ss 8 That we muſt not fix our hearts en worldly thing s,nov 
iniop.thews as perpetwities, but eamoncables.... - 1 . 
$ 9 That we muſt not be ſecure inprofþeritie, but forecaſt 
. what guills may befallvs, | 
'$ 10 Theſenenth rule,that we muſt not ſecurely contemone 
| affiiftions, nor faintly yeelde unto them. 
.$ 11 Theeight rule, that wee mnft not wilfully runne into' 
affitions, | iv Song fÞoguxn tilt C 
S 12 That we muſt carefully vſeall good meancs whereby 
wemay be freed from afflictiens.. 
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C The Contents or chief points coutained | 
: in the ſecond Books. 


Cnar., I. 


 Ofpatience inafflitions, what itis, and the cauſes and 
propertiesthereof, | 


S I \ & J Hat patience 5. 
S$ 2 \V V Thut there newer WASAN). IYME PALIENSE ts 


. - * mong the heathens. | 
$ 3 That affuttion «the obielt of patience, 
S 4 Ofthe properties of true patience, 
S 5 That we muff uot with the Stoicks affett ſenſleſſe ſtn- 
| Piditie in our affiftions, > ITY 
Ss 6 Ofthe means to anoid ſecure blooksſhnes in affliions 
'$ 7 That moderate griefe in affliction: is foretolae by oxr 
Saviorr and put inprattiſe by the Saints, 
7 | | EF 2 $8 That 
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The'Contenis: 
$$ That there.cau bra #0 Frue qe here there's #% uo 
poſſon of griefe." 
5s 9  Tharour pirwwdenn fhevejmed with aonifaccie > 
s 10 That oxrpatience muſt be royned with. willingnes and 
cheerfulnes in bearing the troſſe. 
S 11 That we muſt ſhew our cheerfulnes in — ſpining 
ard praiſing Gods name, 
S' 12 That our pavvewve wſt be oqned why and fpiri- 
'-- tuallreloycing. 
Ss 13 That noze can attaine vnto perfettion 5 in patience, | 


but yet all muſt der wer Ito © 


" 


i CwaPs: I x: 
of che excellencie,yiliie and ne ceicie of Patience, 
iz " Cawr.-111. 


Ofthe means.ts worke in ys patience in afflitions; and 
fiſt of Praier. 


6X That DeacB3 * philoſophy neeldeth x: ſound 2% Þ in 


the time of affliftion. 
s 2 Thatwehaueby nature no true patience, but that it is 
Gods free gift. 

S -3 That ſeeing wee hane no true e patience by nature, wee 
mnſh ſeeke it of God by prayer : and the reaſons mooning 
vs heereunto : Firit , becauſe Gedrequirethws to per- 

forme this datie in our affiitions. 

S .4 Secondly , Becauſe it is a maine end wy G od affii- 
Heth vs, 

S$ 5 The third reaſon taken from Gods freciow promiſes 

of hearing vs in the time of trouble. 
S 6 The fourth, becauſe God ts onr ſole Saxiour aud dr- 
lizerer, 
s 7 Thefift, becauſe the time of affiittion is moſt feaſona- 
blefor prayer. 
5 8 Thelaſt reaſon taken fro the example of Gods Saints. 
Cuar. 


| "The Contents. 
Cray. III. 
Of rhethings which God requirethin the perſon ofhim 
;,, whoistomake anacceptablepraycr inthe time of af- 
© flitions = | 
Ss 1 The firſt thing required, is, that he be regenerate. 
S 2 The ſecond, that hee bee made righteous by faithin 
Chriſt ,and purged from the corruption of ſin by repentace. 
$S 3 Thethird, that hee ſhew his faith and repentance by 
therr fruits, | > EET 
'S 4 a7 be fourth, that repenting of all ſins hee make an hum- 
ble confeſſion of them. 4 | 
CuaP.. V, 


Of the things required in. our prayers in reſpe&t of the 


matter, manner, time and continuance, 


'S 1 That we muſt in the firſt place craue the pardon of fins, 
Ss 2 Whether we may lawfully pray for delinerance from af<- 


4> That wee muſt come ints Gods preſence with all feare 
and reuerence.. . 


$ 4 That wemuſtpray mtruth, 

'S 5 That we wuſtpray in faith. - ; 

'$ 6 Thatwe muſt pray earneilly,& with fernency of ſpirit. 
S 7 That we muſt pray in humilitic , whereby we ſubmit our 
 wilstothewill of God. | 

S 8 That wemuſt vſe perſeuerance im prayer, 

| Can VL. | 

That God is the chiefe canſe and principa!l author of all 

ouraftlicions. | 
6 1 That Godpre-ordaineth vs to ſufferaſfiitions, 
S 2 That God executeth this decree , andactually layeth 
theſe afflictions vpan vs. 

''$ 3 Thatit ought much to comfort vs, inthat our afficti- 

'.. ons come from Godthe chiefe goadneſſe. | 

S 4 That wee muſt not laoke onely to inferior cauſes , but 

 ., principally to God, | 
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| Cuar, VI ROY 

That all eur affli&tions are ruled and diſpofed by Gods 
moRt wiſe, iuſt and gracious prouidence, and of the © 
comfort which ariſeth from this coflideration, 


s 1 Thatallthings befallusby Gods appointment, 

S 2 3 That Gods providence dothrule all inferior can- 
ſes ,, owr afflift tons both unreaſonable and reaſonable, 

$ 4 That Gods pronidence oucrruleth the altions and ins 
terntions of wicked men, | Bs 

S 5 6 Why God rather vſeth wicked inſtruments, then 
correlteth by his owne hard, , ' 

Ss 7 Howitwillfland with Gods iuftice to puniſh wicked 
men for haning been his inſtruments in executing his 
indgements, #955 

S 3 Thatwe are not vtiterly to negle# the inferior cau- 
ſes of our afflittionss 

s 9 That the Lord ſo drſpoſeth the ends of inferior cauſes, * 
that he maketh them ſerxe for: his ſupreme ends, namely 
bis glory and onr ſalnation, 

S 10 That Gods pronidence ordereth and diſpeſeth of all 
onr affliions,both in reſpelt of their manner, meaſure 

| And continuance. 


Cray, VIII, 
Of the meritorious cauſe of our afflittions which is our 
finne, 2 | 


S x That ſinne is the deſerning cauſe of ak onr affliftions, 
S' 2 That thongh God doe not alwaies afflift vs far ſinne; 
yet this i the beſt vſe which we can make of affitions 

to aſcribe thens to our ſinnes. | 

S 3 Thatall our afffiftions muſt bring vs tos fight of ſinne 
and repentance for it, not onely in generall bor alſo in 

_ particalar, : | by. x OD 
S 4 That much corkfort ariſeth fromi the conſideration of 

the meritorious cauſe of affiitions, firſt becauſe we haue 

| ; *o 


FE The Tofitents,* | 
0 inft cauſe of mourning, ſeeing Geds jaffice.ahd trath 


. s manifefled , and we receive nowrong, 
5 Their obieftion Anſwered who fa that they ſu fer As 
innocents,” 
6 That Godinfliteth on ws far lighter puniſhments t then 
our ſinnes deſerne. | 
7 8 Of the hainouſneſſe of ſine, © 
10 That fine is moſt oaions to G on, and contrary to 
Pi pure nature, 
11 That we are guilty of anni of fone.” 
12 That the ſmalneſſc of our afflitions , being compe- 
red with the greatneſſe of our pnnes , ſhould much in- 
creaſe our patience and comfort. 
S 13 That others greater puniſhments,who haxe leſſe of 
. fended compared with our i - affliftrons ſhould © 
make vs patient. 
<S 14 They anſwered, whi ſay that they are more grieueu- 
fy affified. rbew others who haute more —y F 
fended.. | 
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That our afflitions are not fignes of Gods kared, nor- 
the puniſhments of a righteous iudge,bur, the chaſtil- 
ments ofa gracious father. 
S r That we canhage'no true patience, wnleſſe we be af 
red that all owr afflitions dor ſpring from Gods low, * 
Ss '2 That theworld inigerbof dis lowe or batredby the 
ourwardeſtate, 
$''3* That rhis Gonceipts. the ground of 4 moſt dangerous 
rentation, 
$4 Thit ufffiftlons kre mot fienes of Godshatred, © _ 
S 5 Inwhat ſenſe Gods ſaidte be angry with the VETY 
- fltand ropuniſh their finnes... 
S$ 6 Ti =p affliftion? of the Faithfull are vor properly 
puniſhments, but futherly Chaſtiſements, proned by many 
reaſons ; andthe Ker ebieflions anſwered ', from: 
2, 6.'to FBS 0 OY 
$. 15 That 


The. .Contents.-: 
3 15 Thet therewere wo comfort in aſfiRions,if they were 
| puniſhmen W_” 
_Cna P, X, 


That a'l our afflitions proceed from Gods meere loue, 
and thar this loue appeareth,firftiinrhe meaſure of cur 
afflitions , both ih reſpect of their quantity and 

: time, 

6 1,2. That God loneth his children wiſely like 4 fether, 
and not cockeringh like a mother. 

S 3 Thatthere. is appointedto exery one 4. certaine med- | 

ſure of aff ictions which cannot be exceeded, © 

S 4 That our afflictrons are in their quantity ſmall and 
light. © 

6 5 That our afflictions are ſhort and momentany. 


s 6 They anſwered who. ſa J fthat their nj are Jong 


and tedious, 


Cuap, XI, | 
That God ſo meaſureth our afflictions ynto vs, as that 
they doc notexceed our ſtrength, 


S 1 That our r afflictions exceed not or flrength: prooued 
by Scriptares. 

$ 2 ThatChriſt tempereth Or Cups and therefore we may 
be aſſured that he will fitit to aur frrength. 

S. 3,4. That the holy Ghoft aſſiſteth and cmtrbos, ine. 
all onr afflictions. | 

S 5 That God mingleth comforts and benefits with our - 
afflictions and croſſes. 


s 6 They arſwered who Complaine FR, their. caſſer « ex . 
ceed their. comforts, - 


' S*'7 Thatwemuſt comfort our ſelues in our want, bycon- 7X 4 


fdering what benefits we till inioy, - 

s 8 That God moderateth our griefe "or worldy C roſe by 
Lining vnto v5  ſpiritwall comforts. . -' 

S. 9 That Paul was not WY aboxe his frength, # bi 


; word, 


| ' T1eCont, ats; 


words ſeeme to ſ7 tof enifie, 2. Cor. 1.8. : 

s 10 They an ., who obielf the ny of ſome of 
the faithful. 

5 11 They anſuered, "2h object thi example of ſome pho 
fall away in the time of afftiction. « 

S 12 Thatthe feewer conſideration us full of comfort. 


->Caar, XIL 
| That God affliteth vs ho-more " is neceflary;forhis 


owne glory: and our ſaluation. 


$ 1 Thatoureftate oe corruption neceſſarih requireth oi 
fli Ction, da+ $5 8 

S 2 That es Show takerh, wo. ; delight itr our rſverr, but _ 
ſeth allmeanes toprenent our puniſhment, 

s 3 Thatthe nears of our affiictions exceedeth nor ne 


ceſſity. 


$. 4,5. That weema) y7 by the greatueſſe of Gods eorrections 
Lueſſe.at the grienouſneſſe of eur fanleh, ; 


* | Caar. ; 5; - 


That Gods loue appeareth intheenids of onrafflitions, 
Firſt as he yſethys as infirumenits in chem toſetforth 


his glory, 


5 1 That God glorified in the fight of his ſouldiers, and 
in the corrections of bg children, ©, | 
s 2 Thathe is glorified in the manifeſtation of his power 
- and Loodneſſe heros; in or a _—_ : 
8 A 7 Fhat he « glorifiedin our afflictions , as they, are tri-. 
- _ his ſpiritgall graces. 
$4 Thatitis agreat comforts in _—_— to La thas 
6 ny & glorified CA among aca. "od We! 
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Cuaz, 'X1117, 


That Gad hy our afflitians doth mych. aquance the 
' poodof our neighbours, RE 


$-1. That our neighbouys receine Ag by our afflictions : y 
Firſt, as by them they. learne tofeare God in his indge-. 
ments, 

$i; 2: Secondly, as they reftraine them from committing the 

. ſame ſinnes which they ſee puniſhed in vs. © 

5: 3 Thirdly, as they ſerne to mvanife «ft Gods graces in vs 

for their goad example. 

S 4 Forthly, as we are examples of humane frailty, 

$5 Fif nlp, as by them they are brought to ſee Gods perfec- 

-_ in our imperfections, that they may glorifie him in - 

8DEPM, 

5 6 Sixthly , as by our afflictions we are wade Wore Come 

paſponato ready andable to comfort others, * = 

S 7 That the good of our brethren ſhould mb comfort vs 

in affliction, 


CuaP. XV. --. 
ThateMidtions po nor.hurt the fchlall nor bring 4 OY 


co them any great euill. 


S 1. That thoagh- afflictions be. enjllortbeis owne nAUre, 
yet their natwre is changed tothe feichful,,. bh 
S. 2, 3. Reaſons, ig. morldes aflictiont.cammer hurt the. 


- faithful. Fir. Nag ps hos niet nr ofbleſ- 
fre: which are of greateſt worth, bit rather: ivercaſe: 
THe, © 


S. 4; That affli Helens. bring nat gen vs.the cbiefeft enhtes 


but rather the contrary good, 


$ 5 Thatitsa great ny! to robe be exempred whol hy ; from af- | 
fictions... 


Cyar 
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Es Cuar, XVE. z 

- That God aduanceth the good of the faithfull by their 

afflitions, and firft as they are trials of their ſpiritu- 

_ all graces. + chi) ts: - - ; 

$ 1 That Godin affliting vs aimethat our good. 

Ss 2 That our afflittions are ſemetime trials of Gods fra- 
ces, and not chaſtiz.ements for our ſinnes, inreFelt of 

- their maine and chiefe end, © 

S 3 4 That Gedtrieth vs , not tobetter his owneknow- 
ledge, but to make vs knowne both to our ſelues and o- 
thers, * | | : ; 

5.5 That Godtriethww5by afflittions, firſt whether we are. 
true chriſtians indued with ſaning graee wr no, © 

S 6,7 Second,vnto what wieaſme of grace we hane attained, 

S'8 That God trieth vs principally for his owne glory, 
and then for the aduancing of our good namic through 
the manifeſtation of his graces mus, __ © 

S 9 That Godalſo by dfffiction d;ſconereth our infirmitics 
and corraptions for our humiliation. F 

Cray. XV 15, 

That the former conf6deration to wit that our crofles are 
trialls tending to Gods glory and our good, may 
muchcomfortys in enduring ofthem, 


Pp. 


s 1 Thatwe ought toreiozce in our affliftions in that by 
theſe trialls God is glorified and we aſſnred of our adpy- 
tion, DELL TEBONIC 

S 2 How we may know when onr aſftictions are trialls and. 
when chaſtiſements for ſinne, | 

S 3 That we maybe comferted in oxr trials, in that they 

haue alwaies a good iſſue and tend to ony great profit, 

$ 4 They anſwered whe object the grearneſſe of their tri- 
alls and the ſmallnefſe of their ſtrength; 

S 5 That our greateſt trialls ſhould bring greateſt com- 

fort becauſe they are ſignes of greateſt grace, © 

S 6. That God much honoreth vs im this fiery yi all. 

f | £ Cc & z Cua?, 
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Cnar, XVI - L 

That God vieth. our afflictions as effeQuall meanes to 
Further our conuertron, ' 

s I, 2. The former point proued by fortoare, and Haſtra- 
ted by examples. | 

$ 2 That Godby afflictions ftteth and prepareth vs for the 
bearing of bu word. X 

S 4 That by affiictions he worketh in vs contrition and 
: burnliation. . 

S 5 That afflictiens orddineri 5 are the laft meanes which 

od wvſeth to conuert cbſtmate ſinners, 

S. 6 That thoſe kgs. naech ee cit wie PR 
ther our Cans a " 

Cnar, Xt X. 

TharGod vſcth afflictions as an cf-Ouall means to. pre- 
uent vs from fallinginte ſine, as alſo ro mortific and 
ſubdue our corruptions-:. > 7 

$..1 That it dnemaine end why God affifteehus , fo pre- 
ſerne vs from falling into ſinnes, 5 whey we are uathrally in- 
clined to commit them, , . 

$ 2 Thatths confi aeration [bewld worke i in us erat i” 
affiiftions, 

$ 3 That God rſt ofeth mitanes for the prevention of ſin, 
and then for the mortifying and ſubduing it. 

6. 4 That effiiftions rffeftually moone v5 to forſake J7 _ 
- 1d to lean our cs ah 

- $ 5 Thataffliltionsmake vs carefully vſe all good! meanes 

for the mortifying of onr ſonnes.. 

'$ 6 That Godby affliftions efecially wortifieth avpride, 
tarnall conenpifcence,ſelfe-loue, and loue of the world, 

S 7 That we wonld immoderatly loue the world, if wewere 
uot waned freme by afflitions. 

5s 8 That the Loydin great mercy weaneth v5by affiitions 

from thelowe of the world, 

'S 9 Thatwedeate wpon theworld thongh it be mi iſerable, 

and drherefore wnchore _—— fordly affelt it 4 if wee 

found, 


ll 
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foundiyn it nothing but profperitie.” 5 Wh 
S. 10 That the lone of the world:, if it were not mortified, - 
would betray vs to the dinell,” p- 
s 11 Thatwearemuchto reioyce jn afflitions, ſeeing God 
vſeth them as means to mor tifie our ſinnes. 
S. 12 That our grienous afflittions argue our grienon ſins, 
s 13 Thatif weeindure much withpatience tobe eaſed of 
temporall enils , much more ſhou.dwewillingly beare , to 
be freed from thoſe which are enerlaiting. | 
GCuar, XX, 
That God by afflitiss increſeth in vs al hisſpiritual gra- 
ces, & firlk thoſe which areſeated in the vnderflading, . 
&.1 That affliftions exerciſe, and by exerciſing preſerue in 
vs Goats ſauing graces, 
S$ 2 That «fflivtions increaſe and multiply in vs Gods fa- 
Ailng graces. | | 
S$ 3 That God by afflitions increaſeth invs ſuuing know- 
ledge and ſpirituall wiſedome. 
$ 4 That the benefit of ſpiritual wiſdome much exceederh 
our hart by afflibtions. | 


$ 5 Thataffliftions are notable meanes toput vs in remem- 


brance of God, - 
Cnae,  XXI, 


That God by afflitions doth much confirme, ſtrengthen 

.. andincreaſe our faith, 

s 1 That afflitios ftrengthen our faith by making vs more 
carefull in the uſe of the meants. , andby exerciſing it with 
theſe trials. WEI 

$ 2 That our faith is trengthned inafflitions, firſt through. 
the experience whichwee-haus of the truth both of Gods 

threatnings andgraciou promiſes, ; 

6 3 'Secordly, by canſing vs torenne ourrepentance,and by 
aſſuring vs that oxer ſrnnes thus correfted ſhall not come 
into condemnation, FO | 

S. 4 Thirdly, as they are ſignes of our effelindll calling, 

S$ 5 F enrthly, As they are ſignes of onr adoption, | 

TE | Fo 3 CHAD. 
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Cray, XXII. - 
\ That Gad by our affliftions confirmeth and idcreaſerh 


in ys,ovr affiance, hope,loue,feare,and humilitie, 


'CuaPr. XXIIL = 
That God by our affliftions worketh and increaſcth in 
| vs repentance and new obedience. 

Ss 1 That by affiittions we come to examine onwr ways to ſee 
* onr ſinnes and to bewayle them. | 

S 2 Thatby afflictions we aremoonued to hate our ſinnes, to 

confeſſe themwnto God, to flee and forſake theme , and to 
 ſerne the Lordin the dueties of holmes apd righteouſnes. 

S 3.4. That by ajſuitions God worketh and iucreaſeth in 

vanew obedience, = 

$ 5 Thattheſe fruits of new obedience ſpringing from affl;- 

tons. ſhould mooue vs to beare them wah, patience, 

s 6 That Godby affliftions maketh vs more zealous in the 
 aueties of bu ſernice. ts 
'S 7. 8, 9. That God by afflitions maketh vs to performe 

| more frequently & fernently unto hin the duty of praier, 

:S 10 That by our afflittions wee are made more ſincere is 

our Confeſſion of ſn, and more earneft in onr petitions. 

S 11 That bythem wee are mooxed more frequently and 

heartily to giue thankes outs God, 

Ss 12 That theformer conſideration may much comfort vs 


in afflittion, | s 
Ss 13 That Godby onr «fflitions worketh and increaſeth 


' (wr patience, 


Cray. XXIINL 
| ThatGodby afflitions worketh and inercaſcth in ys all 


thoſe vertues which concerne eyther. our neighbors 
or our ſclues, | 


9 A That by affitions wee are mooned to doe inftice unto 
4ll mes. EY 


S 2 Se- 


The Contertts; 


$ 3 Secondly,to be more merciful & compaſſionate rewards 
others in miſerie, 

s 3 Thirdly,tobemore meeke humble, c curteon towards. 
onr neighbours. \. 

$ 4 Thatby affliions wee attaine wato the knowledge of 

_ 'owr ſelnes. 
Ss 5 Thatthe exerciſe of affliftions i increa ſeth onr firen gth 
robeare them. 

s 6 Thet:Gid'by affiftions intreaſeth our courage and 
chriftian fortitude. 

S 7 That therebyheincreaſeth invs temperance, ſobrie- 
tie, modeFtie, and cha#titie.. 


CraP. XXV.. 
That the Lord vſcth our afftiRtions as meanes to conuey 
vnto vs divers worldly benefits. 
s 1 Thatby affiltions we profit much in worldly wiſedome 
.. andpolicie, 
$ 2 That by affliltioswe are enabled to diſcern onr friends 
from flatterers. 
S 3 That afflittions crowne vs with a good name, whileſt 
E. they diſcoxer our ſpirituall graces. 
F $ 4 Thatby afflitions we come ta eas better Gods bleſ- 
= * FSngs andbenfits, 


Cuar, XXVL 
The Lord yfeth aflitions as a notable means to.preſerve - 
vs from condemnation , and ro further our exerngll, 
glory and happinefſe. 
$. 1 Thatrhe Lord by afffifNons preſerutth Vs from cons. 
demnation, ; 


$12 That- "I them be furthereth our enerleſtinggiorie and 
luatio 
+ Thar wfiition: fit andprepare vi fo «fo + the kingdome of 


I 
$ 4 That by thenrwe are affured of enerlaſting happineſs: - 
firff, throagh A promiſes made #0 the, _— 


F 


fullwhich are affiifted, | - ESSE, £7 
Ss 5 That by Gods workgs the faithfull which are «ffliied 
may beaffered of heaweply happineſſe..... 1.» 
Sx That affiictions keepe vs #n the way of rightronſneſſe, 
. which leadeth to Gods kingdome.. OO 
s 7 That affitions are the way whereby we muſt enter in- 
to heanen.. LE BO SR Ae 5 7 
S' 8 Thut wee may comfort ont ſeluet in our dffliftions, by 
= remembring thatthey further y5.in attaining vuto happi- 
veſſe, ; EO 
S$' 9 — by our affiitiens our heanenly toy and glory ſpall 
be much increaſed, PEE he 0 oY rs ©11 
s to Thatthis ſhould make vs not onely patient , but alſo _ 
iorfull in our greateſt afflictions , 'and how by degrees wee 
muſt aſcend vuto this retoycing., ; 
 Cynyae, 'XXVII, | 
That afflitions-in their-owne pature doenot derive vn- 
to vs the former bleſſings, butas they are ſanRified.” 
vato vsfortheſcends bytheſpiritof God, _ 
s 1 That Gedby his infinit power & wiſdome altereth the 
© nature of afflictions, and maketh them profitable unto vs. 
'S 2, 3. That afflictions tend ts the hurt of the wicked, not 
making them better, but. much worſe. - Legs 
S 4 Theceaſes why wicked men profit not by their afflicti« 
ons, but grow wor(eandworſe, | Des 
S 5 Thatrthe preſent afflictions of wicked men dee not free 
the fro future puniſbnits, but rather mach increaſe the, 
S & That afflictions ſometime for want of a right vſe of 
them, bring nopreſent benefit to the faithfulltbemſelnes, 
ey dt A 02 CAS; KATE 
Conſolations taken from the ſubie place of our afflic« 
tions, &fromtheir adiunRts, namely their neceſſity, 
_ profit, breuity and lightnes,apd-frem the affiſtance of 
courallocianes, 3 > = LC 
$ 1. That God hath appointed vs in this world ta ſuffer af-- 
frictions, and to inherite happineſſe in the life to ____ 
29% 5 SL IVY . "'S 2 That 


—_ 
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gs 2 That this world i the place of triall and tentation, 
aud preparation and ſpirituall exerciſe, | 

6-3 That this world us the place of onr pilgrimage, and 
thereforewe muſt looks for pilgrimesentertainment, 

S 4 That theworldis the place of onr warfare,and there- 
fore we muſt expect conflicts and the hard uf: age of poore 
ſouldiers. 

- $ 5 Conſolations taken from the neceſſity, profit, farmer 
and lightneſſe of our affiiftions, 

$16 That God appointeth his holy Angels to aſſiſt vs in our 
affiiftions, 

$ TA hat in all our aſfuctions we hane Chriſt an aſſiſtant 
and copartner with vs in our griefes, 

Crar, X XIX. 

That we may receiue much comfort by comparing our 
leſſer and lighter afflitions with thoſe greater and 

| Heauier which Gods deareſt Saints haue ſuffered, 

S 1 Thatit hath beene alwaies the portion of the faithful 

' to inanreinthss worla miſery andafſiittion, 
$ 2 to8, Of the affliftions f Adam, Abraham, Tac, 

* Jacob, Moſcs,, Iob, Dauid, Paulend the reſt of the 
Apoftles. 

$ 9 That the Scriptures foretel theſe affliftions of the - 
faithfull, | 

$ 10 That we may receine much comfort by the examples 
of the afflited Saints. 

$11 Aconfolation for thoſe who complaine.that _ are 
Fs for their grienoms fonnes, 

- CHar, XXX 

Conſolations ariſing from the'comparing of our light 
& ſmall afflitions, with thoſe gricuous puniſhments 
whichChriſt ſuffer ed for vs. 

Ss 1 Ofthe manifold affliftions which Chriſt ſuffered beth 
in his life and death, | 

$ 2 That Chrift ſuffered all theſe miſeries being inſt and 


1MHOGent. 
| LCA-# S 3 That 


: | 'TheContents. 4 
s 3 Thathe uffered them for vs who are ſmners. | 
4 That wee ſhallbe adindged vnworthy to raigne with 
Chriſt, if we be not content to ſuffer with him. -- 
5 That Ged hath preordained thoſe to be like Chrift in 
his ſufferings, who ſhall be like vvto him in glory. 
s 6 That many would willingly rargne with Chri$t , but 
few axe content to ſuffer with him, - | 


Cuay, XXXI, ; 

That we may much comfort our ſclues , by comparing 
our afflictions with the puniſhments of the wicked 
from which Chriſt hath freed vs, '- 


5s 1 Of the manifold and great miſeries which 'worldlings 
ſuffer for the attayniag vato earthly vanities, | 

Ss 2 Examples of Heathen men. 

s.-2 Of thepaines, dangers and miſeries which worldlings 
ſuffer to attaine vnto earthly trifies, | 

S 4 That we mayreceine much comfort» if we compare ouy 
light affiictions with the helliſh torments of the damned, 

S 5 Thatitwil much comfort vs,if we compare our earthly 
affiitions with the heanenly ioyes.. 


| CuaP.: XXXIL 
That we muſt with our ſpiricual: conſolations joyne 
worldly comforts, when by lawfull meanes we.may 
enioy them, 
S. 1 That we ought not to neglett any lawfull meanes of 
Comfort or freedome from thecroſſe, 
$2 3 That we muſt make knowne our griefes to ſome wiſe 
and faithful friend,of whom we are to make fit chaiſe, -. 
S 4hLawfullfecreations muſt be ioyned with hoyeſt labors, 
CHar.. XXXI11, | 


Ofthe coniolatiss which ariſe from the aJurance which 
we haue of our deljucrance out of our afflictions, 

S. 1 That Goddelinereth the faithful in that time which 
7s moſt fit and ſeaſonable, T F 


$62 That. 


LY 


The Contenits: 


s 2 That-God ſeeth and takerh notice of aur affitions 
to deliner vs ont of them, .. 
Ss 3 Thathe t preſent with chefeithfull in all their ffi 
 Fions to helpe andretene them. 
5. 4 Of the conſolation which ariſeth from the aſſirance 
of Gods preſence with vs, _ : 
$ 5 That Gods power is omnipotent aud allſufficiext to help 
Vs, 
S 6 Thathe moſt dearely lonteth vs,and therfore is willing 
' and ready to helpe vs. 
$:7 That God eſpecially ſheweth his loue to the faithfull 
in the time of afjisction. 
's 8 Cerſelations ariſing. from © ods grations promiſes of 
helpe and deliverance, - 
S 9 Thatthe Lord is the Godof comfort and conſolation, 
and therefore will comfqr't vs. 
S 10 Examples of thoſe who hating iraiteas in God, hare 
beene deliuered in duc time, 
11 Ofthe conſs/ation which ariſeth hom theſe exampls, 
: 12 That we may comfort onr ſeluesin the remembrance 
of our owne aeligerances, 


CHae, XXXIIII. 
How to ſtrengthen our faith, hope and patience, when 
_ 'Goddeferreth to performe his promiſes concerning 
our deliuerance, | 


S 1 Howweareto wnderſtand Gods promiſes concerning 
onr aelinerance ont of aſflictions, 
$ 2 The firſt meancs of comfort u to, meditate in Geds 
word, and firſt of Gods commundement to wait, 
s 3 $ econdly to meditate on Gods grasious promiſes. 
S 4 Thirdly toconſider that theſe promiſes are infallible, 
S 5 Ponrthly to cor ſider, that God vſudlly deferreth to. 
helpe thoſe who are moſt ſtrong in grace and moſt deare 
unto him, 
S6F fe) to conſider , that God nenvr failed to awhfirws 
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his promiſes at laft to thoſe who hane waited vpon him, 

s 7. Sixtly,To conſider, that the Lord deferreth rodeliner 
vs from the furthering of our ezernall good and ſaluation, 

s 8 Senenthly F0Conſ! that the Lord oftentimes deli 
wereth the faithful ont of affiifFion, when their eſtate ſee- 
meth moſt defperate. | 

s 9 Eighily,To conſider that Godwaiteth vpon vs to ſane 
and deliner v3 inthe fitteſt time, | 

. | Cuar, XXXV. ' 

Of certaine duties to be performed for the flrengthning 
of our faith, hope and patience, when God deferreth 
to deliuer vs, and of our thankſgiuing wheri weare 
deliuered. 

Ss 1 The firil antie to be performed is often ta renue our 
repentance, | 

S 2 That vleſſe we performs this duty of pepentance, we 
can hawe no afſurance of helpe and delineranice, | 

S 3 Theſecond duty 15 to renue our farth in Gods promiſes, 

s 4 Thethirdduty is humbly to ſubmit our ſelues to Gods 

_ goodpleaſure. 
$ 5 The fourth duty is to truſt in Godat all times, inthe. 
' preſence and abſence of inferior meanes, | | 
Ss. 6 The fift aunty us frequent and ferent praier. - 
$ 7 Thatafter our deliuerance we muſt render unto God 
praiſe and thaukeſgining. | 
$. 8 What hmdof thankefulneſſe is tobeofferedunto God 
» for our delinerance, | | 
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P__ deſcriptions of afliAions, br 
Th bap, i. ſet.3,4. 
1, Their na- ; 

1 (ure and quality, bs "Cauſes: Efficient, | 
whichis deciphe- ; COS 3c | 
red by ; : 

7, Ofthe ene- | 1;þ,x (1,2, EffeRs. l5b.1.c.2. 
yz mics againſt who Shewing theire 
wee muſt fighr, ' Subic&. 
which afe the 
worlds forces on | AdiunRs and proper- 
the left hand-:} @ tics, 
| vix, afflittions,in | | 
which wee are to 
conlider, 2, Themanner Ariſing from them, [.r. 6.3: - 
| chap, 132, 3+ of thcir fight by | 
| a dangerous ten- I. Sathan, Lt. 6-3. ſes 
JON. tation Strongly 
LI. C.34 Lyrgedby Y ** The world, /. 3. 


'C 3« Our owne ficſh, [4 


inſt the World,weare to conſider, 


£9 


* FO 4 i 

1.4.6.4. /:4. 

EA 2, Iuftifying faith, 
ſ: 5. 


A | 3. Trathor afftiance 
'a Prouifis of ſpi-F in God, j.6. _ 
' rituall armor,c6- ; 4. Hope in God.ſc75. 


A. Inthe third part of the Chriſtian Warfare aga 


| . Gſting of many F: Louc of God /.8, 
parrs: as, _ 6. True humilitic, 
lib,1, cap. 4+ 9. 
| : 7. Vnfained repene. 
- - tance. /.10,11,12,. 
| f why eg - | $8, A good conſci-= - 
{ the fight: yntg - KC ENCce, (-I 3. . 
[0 is requi- 

2. Themeaner | Training in this warfare, vnto which 
ro ottercome 1s required the learning and obſeruing | 
them , which A . of eight rules, whereby we may be ina« 

pc either | ' | bled to demeane our ſclues well-in 
b _this conflics, ljb,1, FP. 5. 
CFighti it lk, See B.- 
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which is re- 
quired thar we 
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B. The fight ir ſelfe,vnto which isre 


* 


- 


Fi 


1 | A" 


ſ* whatitisge, 1, ſet. 1.2, 


Firſt, ofparience | The obie& ofit, 
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FFLICTIONS, 
WHICH ARE THE SECOND 


ſort of worldly enemies, their nature, properties. 
and the manner of their fight,and how we may be 
ſo prepared and armed for ths ſpirituall 
Warfare, as that wee may be affured 
to obtaine the yiforie, 


ME FY = WR 


Cnap. 1, 


Of afflitions,which are the ſecond ſortof ourworldly enemies, 
of their power and danger: what they are ,and of the diuers 


kinds of them, 


EET Ell may the Chriſtians life bee called a g.SeQ.1, 
Q I ; [7 | Warfare on earth, and the whole num- The preface to 
A A 1 4/ &f. ber ofthe ele&t & faithful a Church mi- *be/0lowng 
| litant, or royall armic of the Lord of yes 
}| hoſts, ſeeing whileſt we continue here, 
#2! wee are beſet on all fides with enemies, 
Kt Er miphtic, and malitious ; which neuer 
ceaſe t lt and yexe vs, either with the lighter skirmiſh 
of weaker trialls,or the maine battel of tronger tentations, 
yntill by death obtaining a full viRorie, the retrait is ſoun- 
ded by our great commagder, and thoſe receiued into the 
Church: triumphant, Fo baue fought valiantly . in the 
Church Militant, that Mey'who haue contemned worldlie 
ſhame may be crowned with heauenly glorie, and they tri- 
-umphin ioy and happines,who to obtaine the yiRory baue 
| fought 


Lib.1, 2 Chap;” 
Aa introdution tothe following diſconrſe, 


| fought vnto blood. For na fooner are Sathan and his An- 
gells beaten backe, andthat huge army of his helliſh renta- | 
tions diſcomfited and overcome with the word of God,and * 
_ theaſliſtance of his ww ſpirit; but gathering againe their 7? 
ſcattered forces, and adioyning voto them their {irong aids Y} 
the world and the fleſh z with theſe freſh_ſupplics thcy ſce 7 
forwardagaine with ſuch hope and cqurage,as though they Þ 
had neuer received any.ouerthrow, and (asitwere) filled # 
with ſhame and malice becauſe of their former foyle, they | 
/ redouble their force and affreſh aſſault vs with greater furic, # 


{ The conlideration whereofas itſhould moue all Chriſtians 
to ſhake off fecuritie;and to ſtahd ypon their guard with all "# 
cre and watchfulneſſe;armed.at all points with their ſpiri- -Y 
tuall armour, that ſo they may be ready for the encounter; 


ſa.ſhould ir moue all Gods faithful Miniſters, who are made 
Captaines and Leaders.vnder our great commander ; to 
trainevp Godspeople and ſouldiers vnder their charge in 
thatskill-which is required in this-ſpirituall Warfare, and { 
cteachthem ſo ro vic their weapons, thatthey may bee the | 
better inabled.to defend themſelues and offend the enemy. | 
Inconſcience of which duty I(the weakeſt and ynworthi- } 
eſt ofmany,) haue vnderrakenthis hard taske, and hauing | 
taid open themalice,might;and poliricke ſtraragems of our 
arch enemie the Diuell, and inftrufted the weake Chrifli- | 
an (according to my mediocrity ofskill ) in the art of this 
Chriſtian Warfare,.and taught him how to prepare him- 
ſcife for theday of conflict, and ſo to bu&kle ynto him the 
chriſtian armour, and manage his ſpirituall- weapons , that 
hemay beaſlured to w_ his enemy andobrainethe vio- 
ric; no ſooner had Lendctd this labour,but Iprefently diſco- | 
uered new forces led vnder the conduQt of Nwecls , one | 
of Sathans chiefeſt commanders and firongeſt ayds, armed | 
withno lefſe power and maliceto worke the- Chriſtians o- } 

uerthrow, that ſo they may againe be made the eaptiues of | 
finne,and regained ro the ſeruice of their-olde-maſter., the ® 
Prince of darkenefle, and god-of this world, And veving __ 
| arte* 
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Libr; ; Chap.1.. 


" eAn introdulion to the following diſcourſe. 
hartened and encouraged by that late vitory obtained a- 
gainft that chicfe enemy of our ſaluation, and refling afſu- 
red, by that experience which-l haue had of the inuincible 
firength of my great Lord and commander aſſiſting mee in 
this fight, ofthe goodnes of the ſpirituall armour,andofthe 
txcellency of that both defending and wounding ſword of 


# Zods word, that ifnow againe I gaue the aflaulr, I ſhould 


alſo obtaine the vitory ; I willing]y reentred the field with 
z purpoſe to encounter theſe new ſypplies : and firſt taking 
1 view of the enemie, that I might-diſcouer their ſtrength, 


2M number, and militarie diſcipline, I perceiued that they ſo far 
© 2xcelledin might,multitude, and warlike pollicic,that they 
XZ were an army plainely inuincible in reſpect of humane 
2X Arength. Inthe frontand maine battell were marſhalled 


the worlds glorious and g'ittering troups of proſperity, ar- 
med with thoſe often approued weapons of honours, plea- 
(ures and riches, wherwith few are encountred who are not 
alſo ouercome. And obſeruing the manner oftheir fight, I 
found it to bee no lefſe admirable then dangerous , for 
they ouercame by yeelding,wounded by perſwading, killed 


by imbracing, and whileſt caſting away their armes and all 


ſignes of hoſtility, they offered themſclues as captiues and 


Alaues,they became conquerours ofthoſe who tooke them, | 


zaylors of thoſe that kept them, and commanders of thoſe 
who ſcemedro hold them in captiuity, In the flanke and 


 rereward were ranged thoſe terrible troups of aduerſity and 


affliction, there / ge by the Diuell and the world, to van- 
quiſh thoſe by force, violence,and furious encounter, whd 
could not be ouertome. by the perſwading allurements of 
decciptfull proſperity, and theſe enemies Ramod to bec of 
hideous ſtrength, and in reſpeR of their Rerne and grimme 
viſage, proud threats, anddangerous weapons, fearefull to 


looke vpon, 


B.2 Afiftes 


q 


| =_ 
Lib.r, 4 Chap.r, 
Afflitions dinerſly deſcribed, 


| Afﬀitions leſſe dangerons then proſperity, 


$ Seft.2. | —xrg the former (as order required) I made my firſt. 


eb brations + allault,tcaching the Chriſtian ſouldier, who wil ioyne 
ariſing from of. With mee 1N thisfighr, to ouercome them by contemning 
fictions are leſſe-th&,& ro ſtand with impregnable ſtrength againſitheirtre- 
_ dangeraus then * cherous furie, & ſmooth ſmiling malice, by turning his cies 


whuſe of proſperi« £,5m their alluring baits, by refuſing their falſe fauours, by 
g y retuſing y 


ty, thornh mm | : : 
- their fir aſpect topping his cares againſt rheir charming perſwaſions, and 


thcy bemore by ſuſpecting moſt their malitious atremprs, when as with 
terrible, greateſt {Few of loue they ſmile and fawne vpon him. And 
thus hauing enabled him,hy the affiftance of Gods ſpirit , 


and his owne carefull endeuour to beate backe the force of 


theſe enemics alſo, and to put them to flight : itnow remgi- 
neth that being armed with Gods might, & defended on 
the Chriſtian armour,eſpecially with the ſhicld of faith,and 
{word of the ſpirit, we doe encounter thoſe other ſort of c- 
nemies; not doubting (beeing thus afſiſted ) but wee ſhall 
alſo giue them the foyle, and ſo obtaine full viQtory againſt 
theſe worldly forces, For howfoeuer this enemy aduerfitic, 
and. thoſe innumerable troups of affliftions, arein ſhew 
much moreterrible then proſperity,and thoſe glorious for- 
ces led vuder his coduR,yet are they much weaker in truth, 
and lefſe dangerous when wee come to buckle with them, 
For theſe indeed are grim in their outward viſage and ap- 
pearance, but not ſo fearefull, when hauing experience of 
rheir ftrengrh,they are become more familiar with vs; lik 


choſe Barbarians which,when they were to fight with their* 


enemies,painted themſclues that they might appeare more 
rerrible,whereas in truth they were weake and naked, vna- 
ble to endure the firft onſet: For-ſo theſe affli tions haue in 
them bur a painted ſhadow of fierceneſſe, and doe put on 


but an vglie viſfard to makethem full of terrour at their firſt (_ 


sppearing,whereas if the viſard be done away, and wegea- 
fingtolook ypon them throngh the falſe glaſle of feare and 
| aktoniſh- 


+ 
—_ 
_ 


Lib.1.” | 5 | Chap.1; 
Aftlittions dinerſly deſcribed, | 
aftoniſhment,doe behold them with atruc judgement, wee 
ſhal find them fo tolerable and eafie to be endured through 
the aſſiltance of Gods ſpixjt, that there will bee nocauſe of 
. W: terrourandaimazement, But on the other ſide thoſe tne- . 
| mics, proſperity, and worldly allurements, hiding hoſtility 
ynder pretenſe of friendſhip , and beceing much ftrovger, 
and more forcible then they ſceme in outward appearance, 
doe bring vs into a pernitious-ſecuritie, and without ſhew 
= of aflaulr ger the victorie, AﬀiRtions. like billes and pikes 
& make a terrible ſhew when they cannor rcach. ys : but the 
; tcntations of proſperity like ynſecne- bullets wound and 
kill vs before they are diſcerned, They like the fiery ſerpents 
Ring vs,but with ſenſe ofpaine, make vs ſecke for remedy, 
looking vp to the true braſenſerpenr,thatwe may be cured; 
theſe like the viper putting ys to no paine, bringyvs into a 
ſeer ſlumber of ſecuritie, which endeth in that dead ſleepe 
ofdcath and condemnation. They wound with paine and 
. enforceys with tormentto ſeeke recouery, theſe with de= + 
9.4 light, making ys to loue ill the weapons that hurt vs, and. 
£ to abhorre the meanes whereby we may be healed, becauſe 
cuen our wounds & ſores are plealing ynto'vs. The one like 
the winde boyſterouſly-blowing-vpon vs,:make vs more 
| carefull to hold faſtthe garment of Gods graces that they 
= be nottaken from ys; the other like.the Sunne warming vs 
B with delight, cauſe vs of our owne accord to caſt it from vs. 


FE: | Finally they vanquiſhing vs by force make vs captiues vnto 
b- | - finne,whoarewilling vpon the next opportunityto come 
\4 out ofthraldome and regaine ourliberty, becauſe wee find 
| | but hard entertainment”; theſe making conqueſt not onely < 


of our irength and power, but alſo of our hearts, wills and 
affeQions, retaine vs in ayoluntary ſeruitude,for the wages 

of worldly vanities, ſoas we haue no defire to come our of 

this pleaſing bondage , nor to recouer our liberty though 
the meanes were offered vs, In all which and many other y 
reſpeRs Sa/omon truely ſaith, that, /t ;s better togoe into the Ecclef 7.4. 
 bouſeof mourning, then into the houſe of feaſting,andprefer- 
| by ; = xeth 


3. REI. 


V 


\ 


_  Lib.r. | 6 Chap.r, 
Affliftions diner fly deſcribed, ; 
reth anger before laughter, affirming that the heart of che 
Eccleſ.7.4-6.7. wiſe is in the houſe of mourning,bat the heart of fooles is inthe 
| houſe of mirth.Eccl.7.4:6.7. ; 
6.Seft 3, But howſocuer aduerfitic and afflitionsbe enemies vnto 
Pizers diſcripti- our faluation, leſſe dangerous then thoſe of proſperity and 
ons of affliftions. worldly abundance, yet are. they ſtrong enough to worke 
being dive ſl gur ouerthrow, vnlefle wee bee aſſiſted with the power of 
cpnjaered... Gods might, armed with the Chriſtian armour , and with 
:- carc and watchfulnes dolearneand praQtiſe al pood meanes 
which may inable vs to make reſiſtance and obraine the vi- 
Rory. And therefore let vs inthe next place fit our ſelues a- 
ainſt the day of confli, & as wehaue learned to contemne 
C world when it fawneth,ſo alfoletvs learnenot to feare 
it when it frowneth and rageth;that ſo when oi:r greatcoms=.' 
mander ſoundeth the alarme vnto battell, wee may with 
comfort and courage enter the field, and becomming con- 
querors,may recceiue the crowne of victory, glory matchles 
and happines cndlefle, And to this purpole let vs confider 
of the nature,quality-and trength of theſe our enemies;and 
then of the meanes whereby wee may be inabled to.endure 
their encounters,abate their. ſtrength and furie and fo ob- 
tainethe viRtory, Concerning the former wee are to know 
that affliQtions diuerſly confidered may bee diuerſly deſcri- 
bed; for if weelooke vpon them as they are in their owne- 
nature, 8 by God inflicted ypon the wicked; they are thoſe 
cuills of puniſhment, wherewith he beginneth iuſtly.to pu- 
niſh their ſinnes euen in this life, and as it were the flaſhes 
ofhell fire,and firſt entrance into vtter deſtrution;azitmay 
heereby. appeare in that they are all comprized vnder the 
curſe of the law, and denounced and threatned againſt the 
tranſgreflours of it. Againe if we confiderthemas inflicted 
by God ypon the faichfull; they are thoſe fatherly chaſtize- 
ments,wherewith out of his loue and wiſedome hee eyther 
correceth them for their finnes, that being brought to re- 
3,Cor.11.32e.. pentance they may not be condemned with the world; or. K 
ttieth them that his ſpirituall graces beſtowed on them may . 
| | mw” more. 


Lib. ) Cu nnhs 27 
| Affuilions dinerſly deſcribed. 
more clearely ſhine to his owne glory that gaue them, and 
the furthering and affuring of their laluation who haue re- 
ceiued them. So that howſocuer the afflitions ofthe wice 
ked, and of the faithful are all one in reſpeRt of their matter, 
yet they differ in reſpeR ofthe author, the onebeeing the 
puniſhments of an angry andiuſt judge, the other the cha- 
ſtiſements anderrialls of a gratious and louing father; andin 
reſpeRoftheir vic and end, the one tending to deſtroy, the 
other to ſaue; the one to puniſh, the other to corre; the 
one to begin the torments of hell, the other to fit and pre- 


pare for the ioyes of heauen. Furthermore if we conſider af- 14 tents ancp. 
fligions ingeſpet of vs ypon whom they are inflicted , we tias peruentum 


may define themto beall that our nature abhorreth, & that 
croſicth our deſires; or all thoſe croſſes which either in their 
owne nature, or through our opinion do moleſt and greeue 


vs. Neyther are thoſe alone affitions vnto vs which are ſo jx ſap.non.Cad, 
intruth, and intheir owne nature, but thoſe alſo which we iniur.cap.4. 


conceiptſoto bein the eſtimation of our opinion : yea it 
may beeruely ſaid that as theſe in number do much exceede 
the other,ſo are they much more intolerable to thoſe that - 
beare them, For whereas there.is one afflition truely ſo in 
it owne nature layde ypon men,there are many which they 
fancietothemſclues out of meere conceipt,the which wan- 
ting ſtrengthto hurt them becauſe my aue no true exiſt= . 

ence,they make powerfull enough to deieRrheir minds by 
_ the ſtrength oftheir apprehenſion, Thus one torments him- 
. ſelfe with greefe, becauſe he hath loſt thoſe riches, whichif 
hee -had till poſſeſſed hee would neuer have vſed; another 
vexeth himſclfe about the ſmoake ofhonour,eating out his 
heart with ſorrow becauſe hee is put from that authoritie 
which whil thee hadit, oppo him with the burthen; 
& pining with griefe becauſe his ſuperiour eyther frowned 
ypon or:graced himnot; becauſe hee is bearded by his c- 
qualls,andnot according toexpeRation reſpeRed and re- 
uerenced by his inferiours, and becauſe he hathnot the wall 
and precedence, or higher place ofthoſe, before whom his 
— Ms proud 


9 Chap.r, * 
Aﬀfiiftions dinerſlydeſcoribed. ; 
proud conceiptpreferteth him.: Thus a bare feare of cype- 
Red euils which: neuer happen, doth asmuch 'vexe men, 
as thoſe which they truly ſuffer, and a bare ſuſpition offaul- 
; tines-in their-friends- as much tormenteth them,as if they 
Opinioeſt ergo were truely guilty, And as this opinion gines hfe and being 
- que 05 oriiat, to many atflictions, ſo alfo their quantity and meaſure, by 
a a, reaſon wherof that whichis a light affliGion to one, is into 
tilled texaui- Ierabl: to anvther:and that which makerh ane to grone vn» 
mus, Inneſira der it as being an ynſupportable waight,' is by another car- 
poteſtate reme= ried with eaſe One is- moſt tender when his honour is tou- 
dizm habemus. 1,64; another little reſpeRet]+this, but groweth very paſſ1- 
Senec.conſol. ad . NE : , . ; 
Marc.caz.rg. OPare if hebe wronged in his riches, this man js patient-in 
bearing blowes , but cannot indure contumelious wordes; 
but anotheris ſenſible onely of ſmart,and careth not for the 
winde of words, ſo he may {kepein a whole skinne. Yea by 
reaſon of this opinion,crofles are made comforts, and great 
bleſſings in themfelues are turned into great affliftions, in 
' conceipt: and heereofir is,thatthat which is one mans de- 
light,is anothers torment, and that which one affe&erh as 
_ his paradife another loatheth as his hell, One thinketh re- 
Araint ofhis liberty to be an intolerable bondage, though 
he fare daintelie,lie ſoft, and abound.in all plenty : another 
would willingly preffe into ſucha priſon, and could be con- 
tent to become an immured Anachoret to haue ſuch caſe 
with ſuch abundance:One taketh his chicfe. contentment in 
eaſe andidleneſfe, and'to another jt igthe greateſt panes to 
fit ſtill and doe nothing, ſecing all his delight is in bufineſſe 
ahdimployment : and accordingly as he is afflicted andtor- 
mented with theleaſt labour, ſothismanis no lefſemole-. 
ſed and preeued, if for-want of imployment hee 'be forced 
towaſthis timein anguiſhing idlenes;' Finallic if we-con< 
fiderafflitionsin reſpeR of the-world infliting them vp 
onthefaithfull, they are thoſetentations on the left hand; 
—_— all thoſe miſeries which are incident to the 
ife of man, whether in reſpeR ofhis mind, body,name, ſtare 


| exfifends, whereby the world asthe jnftrument of Sathan 
| Fi = endea-. 


Lib;rc / Pr | Chap1; 

Aﬀtiftions dinerſty deſeriepu. 
endemuoureth to diſcoutage'and hindep themin the way,of 
godlineſle and righteouſnefſe which lcadeth toGods king- 
dome, and to diuert aydthruſt them into the way of finne 
which Jeaderh co deſtruQion:. By all which ic:appeareth 
what we vnderſtand by afflictions, namely all euiilsdf pu- 
niſhment ſent of God, eyther as from a father tocorret vs, 
or ava iudgeto puniſh vs;al things which crofle ourdefires, 
and do'moleſt and greeue vs, either in their owne nature,or: 
through Gur opinion andconceipt; and. finally all the mi» 
ſeries of this lite which the diuel] andthe wotld doecaft: in! 
our way,as we are running inthe race of godlinefle for the 
gxrland of eternall happines, that like briars they.may hold 
vsfrom going forward,or likethornes ynderour feete may 
vexe andtorment vs, that ſo being cary.in this vnpleaſane 
paſſage, we may tuyne alide intothar broad-and:delightfull 
way of finne which leadethto deſtruction. . 


And thus our affli&tionsare bur bare puniſhments only, $. Seft.g. 


or elſe ioyned with finne; BarepunifſhmentsT call all thoſe That »fft:6ons 
plagues, croſles, loſſes, troubles and-rial!s which: by God ether vare 
are inflicted yporymenzarid that either ypon the wicked for H_ : 4 
the ſatisfying of his1uttice which is offended ; in regard. of ,yjzh ſome, 
whom they are propetly-.called puniſhments-as tending to 


their hurt and deſtruRion or vpon the fairchfull for their 
chaſtiſement- or-rriall;' in'reſpe& of whom they are impro- 
petly, and iti a largeGgnification called puniſhments; :be- | 


czufe they are notinflictedeo ſatisfie Gods iuttice whichis Lis 
_ fully fatisfied by Chrift; but out of fatherly loue fortheir a- * 


men#ment', that they-may'nor bee condemned withthe 
world, Puniſhment ioyned wich finne is, when as God pu- 
niſhetlione finme withanother,norby infuſing into men a- 
nyc6rtuption or malitiouſieſſe; for ſeeinghee ismoſt holy 
and pure,and his will the rule of all juſtice, hee cannot bee 
fid to bethe author of fin,norto haue any hand in that euil 
which his natureabhorreth, and his juſtice puniſherh, but 


 whenfortheir former ſinnes he leaueth them to their owne 


cotruprions,luſts, vile affeRions, andtoareprobate minde, 


oY 
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Libr. - | = Chap.1i 
| Affitions dinerſly deſcribed. 
as the Apoſile ſpeaketh, Rom. 1. 24. 26. 28, and becing ſo 
left to themſclues they run headleng into wickednes : for 
that men may become as bad as (ain,Saul. Ahab,or Indas, 
it needeth not that externall wickednefle ſhould be infuſed 
into them, ſecing it is enough ifthey be left of Godto their 
owne naturall corruption w hich inclineth them toall man- 
ner of fin; cuen as for the deſcending of a ſtone, it is not 
needfull ro caſt it tothe earth,but onely to leaue holding of 
it,and thenir will fall downein it ewne nature ; and as the 
boat goes vp the ftreame by an externall trength thruſting 
it 0n,but necdcth not any to carrie it downe, ſceing it dri- 


- yeth that way of it owne accord ; ſo wee goe againſt the 


fireame of our naturall corruptions towards the hauen of 
reſt by the affiſtance of the divine power which helpeth vs 
forward; but we need notto be thruſt downward,ſceing it 
is ſufficient ifthe Lord withhold his band & leauc vsto our 
owne naturall inclination. Againe the Lord puniſheth in 
men one fin with another, when like a righteous iudge hee 
doth puniſh their former ſins by delivering them into the 
power of his executioner Sathan,to bee tempted and ouer- 
come by him ; ſuffering them to bee ruled by him, bEcauſe 
they haue pulled their necks from the yoke of his ſubieQi- 
on,and torow in his gallies,becauſe they wouldnor freelie 
ſeruethcir great King & maiſter.Neither is the Lord hecr- 
by made the author offin, ſeeing he onely performeth a juſt 


at ofa righteous iudge, in delivering vp wicked men for 


| their demerits to Sathan, as his executioner to be blinded, 


© miſled,and puniſhed by him; nor = arc they any whit ex- - 


cuſed, in that being delivered vp of God they run headlong 
into all finne ; becauſe they haue deſeruedly brought vpon 


_ rhemſclues this feareful judgement, by their former ſinnes, 


and now are ready to commit all wickednefle, not by any 
outward violence forcing them thereunto, but by Sathans 
perſwaſion alluring them, and their owne finfull Juſt incli- 
ning them to perpetrate theſe {ins with all chearfulnes and 
delight, hauing therein no refpeR vato God or his iudge- 

| ments z 


% 


£4. - 'TI Chap.t. 
. Of the cauſes ,efſetts,ſubieft and adiunits of aflitions. 
ments ; but onely to pleaſe and fatisfic rheir owne corrupt 
will and carnall lufts, $5that God puniſheth one Tin wich 
another,not by infuſing wi: kednes,or by tempting, that is, * 
alluring and prouoking men vnto fin; for thus God texsp- 
teth no man, as the Apoſtle affirmeth : but by withdrawing lam.1.1z. 
his grace, and by leauing mento bee miſled by their owne 
corruptions, Hee leadeth meninto tentation, and deliue- 
reth them into euil};nor by perſwading or compellingthem 
to commit wickednes, for his nature abhorreth it, and his 
will is the rule of all iuſtice, but by giuing them over, and 
deliuering them vp,as a righteous idge, vmto the diuell hisg - 
executioner,to be for their former fins further blinded;hard 
ned & made more wicked, thattheir condemnation might 
bee more iuſt and fearefull inthe life to come, And of this 
we haue manifold eyamples inthe Scriptures, for thus the 
Lord hardned Pharaobs heart, when he denied to.giue him x1 gn 
the oyle ofhis grace whereby it might beefokned, and left & g.12, © 
him to his owne obſtinacie, and Sathans tentations. Thus he 
puniſhed the ſpirituall whoredome of che I{raelites, by gi- 
uing them vp to commit corporall yncleannes. Hoſ.q, Thus pz, 4-13.14 
he puniſhed the couetouſnes and worldlineſſe of Zdzs,, by "lrg 3.26.7. 
permitting Sathan to enter into him, and ſo to carry bim to | 
the.committing of that horrible treaſon againſt his maſter, 
Thus he puniſhed the Gentiles idolatry, by giuingthem vp 
to their owne hearts luſts,ynto vncleannefle, to defile their Rom. 1.24. 2c, 
owne bodies between themſelues;arid vnto vile afteRions, 28: 
| and to areprobate mind, to do thoſethings which are nor 
conuenient, Rom. 1.And thus the Apoſtle Bith,rffa becauſe 
/ menreceined not the lone of the truth that they might bee ſa- 
ued,therefore God would ſend them ffrong deluſions. that they 2.Theſ2.11.12:. 
ſhould beleene lyes, that all might bee danined which beleened 
 notthe trmth but hadpleaſurein vnrighteouſnes, The which 
iudgement weſce powerfully inflicted ypon many Apoſta- 
tes intheſedaies, who are giuen ouer of God to bedeluded 
and ſeduced by Prieſts and Ieſuites, becauſe they haue not -' 


loucd God his truth ,-but haue ſhut their eyes againſt the 
| light. 


.Lib' tr, © 72 Chap.t. 
. Of thecaxſes,effetts, ſubielt and adinntJs ef affiftiens. 

- lighr ofthe Goſpel}, Even as the like was threatned againſt 
the Iewes.Eſa.6.9;Goe ard ſay to thes people,ye ſhall heare in- 
deed but yeſhallnot underſtand , ye ſhall plainely ſee and not + 
perceiue :'make the heartpf this people fat , makg their cares 
heauy,and tut their eyeseft they ſhould fee with their eyes, 

' and heare with their eares, ana vaderftand w:th their hearts, 
and conuert,and ke heale them, the which accordingly was 
inflicted on them as the Apoſile obleryeth. Atts 28.25.26. 

- And this is the fearefulleſt puniſhment of all others; tor o- 
thera{fliftionsareviual meanes to draw vs neerer ynto God 
bur'theſemakevs flee further from him ; they ſharpen our 
Goh, theſe made vs the more blind; they like good ſalues 
'draw out the core of our corruptions, but theſe make vs to. 
rot and putrifiein our finnes, from which nevertheles Gods 
ſeruants are not exempted, as appeareth in the example of 

' Lor,Whoſe drunkennes Godpuniſbed by giving hinz over 

. * t0-cortmit the finne of incefl;in Daxid,whoſe adultery God 

puniſhed by leauing him to himſelfe, and withdrawing his 


ARs 22,25. 


grace, whereby ircame to paſle that hee/alſo fell into the fin 
of murther ; and whoſe pride and confidence inthe arme of 
'fAzſh he puniſhed by mouing him, thatis, by ſuffering Sa- 
. 'thanhisexecutioner toproucoke him to number the people; 
: .as may appeare by comparing the oryin the ſecond booke 
_ -2:Sam.24.1. of Samnel,with the ſame recorded in the firſt of Chronicles: 
«with | for whereas inthe one place he faith, that God moued Da 


1.Chron. UI" id againſtIſraell to cauſe them to be numbred, in the other 


:it is ſaid that Sachan prouoked him to doe it, whereby is 
ment, that God as a righteous judge, intending topuniſh 
Dazids finne, and thereupon to take occaſion to puniſh the 
finaes of the people, did giue ordeliver him into the power 
of Satan,as vntothe executioner of his puniſhments, to bee 

_ empred by him vnto the committing of this ſin, And thus 

God puniſhed the pride,preſumption, and ſelfe confidency 

of Peter by ſuffring Satan tofift him like wheat, and'to pre- 
. -uailethus farre againſt him,as to:mouc him fuſt co deny,and 
ehecn/to forfweare bis maſter, TT 


H 


Lib.r E7 "x3 (Chap. 
Ofthe cauſes,effeits, ſubi:lt and adinnit: of affitions, 


LD — 


Cauae, 11. 
Of the cauſes,effetts, ſubitt and adinnits of afflittions, 


FZ Nd thus we ſee what afflictions are;bothas they 


finne, whereby men offend againſt Gods iuſtice intranſgre- 
ffing his Law, as ſhall morefully appeare heereafter; &rhar 
whether we reſpec the wicked or the faithfall-; although 
there bee grear difference in the end why God-affliteth 
them; for (asT haue faid) theſe puniſhments are laide vp- 
on the wicked for. ſinne, that they may fatisfie Gods iu- 
Rice by taking due vengeance onthem': but: howfoeuer - 
they are alſo inflited' vpon the faithfull for-ſinne; .yer 
not to the former end, bur that they may bee brought 
ynto the fight and ſenſe of it, that they may repent of 
it , and for the time to come forſake it,. that fo they 

may 


Lib.r.' | 14 - 7; © Qups; ? 


[- Of the cauſes efſefRs, ſubielt and adinnlts of affſliftons, 


may notbee condemned with the world, The impulſive or 
motiue cauſe, wherby the Lord is incited to inflittheſe pu- 
niſhments and afflitions,is his iuftice which is hcerebyma- 
nifeſted; for if even inthislife God puniſheth the fins,of the 
wicked, where they are to recciuealltheir good, as Abra- 


. ham ſpeaketh to Dies, then how much more grieuous pu- 


iſe the finnes of his fairhfull children, where ſhall the wic- / 7 


1.Pcr. 4.17. 


niſhments remaine for them in the life to. come,which is the 
time appointed for their rorment ? And if hepupiſh & cha. 


kedandthe vngodly appeare? asthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh..If he 
will not ſuffer them to efcape without ſeuere correion, 
Whoſe fins are puniſhed in Chriſt even by his deathas being 


| fatisfaQorie, and inthemſelues by repentance, as being the 


Zach.12.10, 


fruit of their faith, love and zeale, which cauſe them ro be- 
waile and lament for him whom they bane peared, and to 
afflit their ſoules with bitter ſorrow, for that they haue of- 


fended him who hath ſo loued them; then how certainely 


will there be a day of iudgement, wherein God wil manifett 


. the ſeuerity ofhis iuſtice,in puniſhing their outragious ſins, 


which haue w an high hand Gnned againſt him,ſecing they 
haue nothadtheir puniſhments here, but have paſſed their 


time in allworldly proſperity, pleaſure and delight?Second- 


ly the mercy of God mouethhim alſo to inflict onthe faith- 


full cheſe afflitions, that ir may be manifeſted to his glory 
and their comfort, whileſt hereby he loppeth them ia their 
courſe of finne,and draweth them neerer to himſelfe when 
they. goe aſtray,that ſoeſcaping condemnation ,.they may * 
walke in that way of holineſſe, which will bring them to e- 


 ternall happineſſe,The inftrumentall cauſes of theſe puniſh- 


mentsand affliftions arethe whole army of Gods cretures , 
which as they are his ready infiruments,in deriving his bleſ- 
fings and benefits to thoſe: that feare and ſerue him ; ſo-are 
they nolefle ready withall chearfulnefſe,to inflict thoſe pu- 
niſhments,which his iuſtice-hath pronounced againſt the 


' wicked for their confuſion and deſtruRion; and thoſe. affli- 


Qions wherewith kee.correQteth the-ſlips and faults of his 


owne 


6 Lib.1 - Is ; Chap, 2 
Of the ends,effes,ſubiett and adinntts of our affiittions, 
owne ſeruants,that they may be brought to repentance and 
amendment, But eſpecially this Lord of hoſts imployeth in 
this ſeruice his Angells ; and thas both tne good Angels, 
who are miniſtring ſpirits, alwaies preſt ro doe his will, 
as appeareth in-the deſtruction of the hoaſt of Senache- 
rib. and in the -ſeuentic thouſand Iſraelices ſlaine by the 
Angell, of God with the fword of peltilence ; and alſo 
the cuill and wicked ſpirits ; as appeareth in the afflicti- 
ons of Job, and in the deceiving and ouerthrowing of A- 
hab, in the tormenting of Saxl, in the aff]: ting of the 
Apolile Pal, and inthe tempting of our Sauiour Chrift 
himſelfe. And for this purpoſe he no lefle yſually im ployeth 
the world, that is, worldly wicked men, ſometime to cxc- 
cute his iudgements one ypon another, and ſomerinzes as 
his rods and whips, wherwiththe correQteth the faults of his 
owne children and feruants: and that either, when. by their 
allurements, per{waſions and evill example; or threats, vio- 
lence and perſecutionthey draw them into {inne ; or when 
after they haue commirted it, they ſerue as inftruments to 
corretand chaſtiſe thoſe offences, which through their in- 
dycementsThe faithfull have fallen into, As, wee may ſee in 
the example of the Iſraelites thus afflicted with .the Canaa- 
nites, Moabites,Philiftims, Aramits and Babilonians,. All 
which(if we looketotheir owne intentions)bad no purpoſe 
at all cobe Gods in({truments for«he correCing.,ofhis.chil- 
dren; but chiefly aimed at their deftruftion, being-moued 
thereunto with enuy, rage, hatred,couetouſnes,and ambiti- 
ous defire of ſoueraignty;but if we reſpeR the will & worke 
of God, they were foruled by his power and prouidence, 
that they were but his bare inftruments far. the chaſtiſing of 
his ſeruants for their amendment, ES. 


The ends of theſe affliQions for which God correerh $ Sed. 2. 
his children are.manifold; as principaily his owne glory in ofthe ends,ef- 
the manifeltation of his iuftice,mercy,wiſedome,power and /e&s,/uhbief&and 
prouidence; and next heereunto the good and faluation of 44innits of oi 


the faichſi ull, whom hechus chaſtiſeth with theſe temporary aflictions. 


affli= 


Phil.1.22, 


Lib.x. >, 1 00- — Chap, 
That affliftions in themſelues, are exill and to beguoided. 
affli tions, that repenting of their euill waies, they may not 
be condemned with the world: that he may heereby fireng- 
thenand incteaſc in them their faith,afhance,hope,patience, 
humility, obedience and all other ſanCiifying and ſauing 


'graces; that heereby they may bee brought to a truc hatred 


of finne; when as they feele and taſt the bitter fruits thereof; 
and to loaththe world where they find no better entertain- 


ment ; that their flcſh with the corruptions thereof may be © } 


mortified and crucified , and the fpirituall man receiving 
more firength heereby may hold it in ſubietion : and final- 
ly thatbeeing heereby.purt in minde of their corruption and- 
mortality, they may not fixe and ſettle their hopes & hearts 


ypon thethingsof this life,but mayBe moued to defire ear- 


neſtly with the Apoſtle Pax/ro be difſolued and to be with 
Chriſt,ſeeing that is beſt of all; the which with divers other 
ends of theſe affliions, I onely heere name, becauſe after- 
wardsI ſhall haue fit occaſion to intreat more largely of 
them. The effects oftheſe croſſes and correRions are al thoſe, 
benefits and bleſſings, whichGod _ for hisends 
in inflicting them ; for ſecing he is infinite both in wiſdome 
and power, he can faile of nothing which he intendeth, bur 
alwaiesattaineth vnto his ends, and mightily effeeth all 
theſe things at which he aymeth. The ſubiet of theſe afflic- 
tions(if we reſpe theplace)is this miſerableworld;for this 
is the yalley of death, the vale of teares, the fiery furnace,in 
which when we haue beene tried andappzoued, wee ſhall be 
laid vp in Gods treaſury of bleſſednes;the lifts of our ſpiritu- 
all combat,in which when we haue fought and ouercome, 
we ſhall afterwards triumph in glory and be crowned with 
viRory;therace,wherein having run we get the price and 


- garland of bleſſednes; the vineyard, in which we labour till 
the nightof death,when as we ſhall receive the wages of e- 


uerlaſting happines; and finally the place of our pilgrimage, 
which when wehaue travailed,we ſhal toyfully arrive at our 
owne country,and enter into the paradiſe of our delights, 
But if we reſpeR the ſubiet ypon which. they are _— 
T | ; = 


Lib.t- . "op  Chap.7, 
That affiftions in themſelnes are enill and tobe aoided. 
ſed,then is it the whole Chriſtian man with all that belon- 
 longeth vnto him; as his body, ſoule,name, ſtate and friends, 
there beeing no part of him or his, which is nor a fir ſubieR 
for ſorrow and ſmart, anda fit place where afflitions viu- 
ally may keepe their reſidence. The adiur.As, properties, 
and qualities of theſe al flitions are manifold ; in reſpeR of 
theirtime they laſt onely for this life : and therefore are of 
aſhort& momentany continuance,they are for their waight, * 2.Cor 4. 17. 
light and eaſie to bee borne by thoſe who are aſſiſted by 214,614) 18. 
Gods ſpirit;in reſpe& of our ſenſe,they are Þ ſharpe and bit- Lamen. 3.19. - 
ter, vntil by often taſting them, theyare made more familiar 
vnto vs. In reſpect of the fruit which through thebleſſing of 
Godariſeth from them,they are vnto the faithful exceeding 
profitable,(topping them in the courſe of fin, pricking them 
forward inthe race of new obedience,preſeruing them from 
the © condemnation of the world, and bringing forth the © r.Corx1 32. 
quiet fruit of righteouſnes unto them which are therby exer- * Heb.12, 11, 
_ ciſed,asthe Apotile ſpeaketh.d Heb.12.tr. | F 
Bur this proficand fruit isnotto be attributed vnto affli- $. SeF. 3. 
ions inthemſclues, for if we reſpeEtthem in their own na-. Tha! affliftions 
rure they are evill, and fo the Lord bimſelfe tileth them; E- = ext = their 
fay 45-7. 1 make peace,and create enill, So the Prophet ſpea. He 
keth, Amos 3. Shall there be exillin a city, and the Lord hath Eſa.a5.7. - 
»ot done it ? Yeaas they are 1n themſeluescuill;fo are they of A\mo3.3.6. 
a contagious quality ipreading their poyſon, and making 
thoſe things euill which are good in their owne nature, and 
therefore the wiſe man ſaith, that al the daies of the afflifled 
are exill, Of which [acob having experience complaineth, Pro.15-15. , 
that the daies of his life had beene few andenill, in reſpeft of Gen 47:9. 
the manifold miſeries which be had indured, And thisreaſon 
it ſelfe will teach vs, for what are afflitions (in their owne 
nature)but the puniſhmencs offio,the fruits of Godsivſt diſ- 
pleaſure, aprelude to death, ſmall flaſhes of thoſe endlefle 
flames of torment, the blacke guard ofhell and defiruQion, 
the ficſt beginning ofcuerlafting torments, and enemies to 
our ioy,peace,and comfort,of Me Os faithfull atlaſt _ 
ue 


Lamen,z 19. 


Ix34 ath-7. 18. 


Libr, "" — | Chap. 2; 


Th. affiitions in th:m ſelnes are exilland tobe anvided, 
heue the victo-y,when as all teares ſhal be wiped from their 


eyes,and they receiued into thoſe eternal ioyes, from which . 


all theſe crofies and raolcations ſhall be for euer baniſhed ? 
yea though realon were filent, yer ſenſe it ſelfe would Jearne 
vs this lefſon,that afflictions are euill and ro be avoided, ſee- 
ing they are the mother and nurſes of ſmart and ſorrow,ter- 
rible in their very ſound, fearefull :olooke vpon, bitter to 


the tall, painful] co our fecling , and tormenting vs whileſt 


they touch vs, whereof itis, that the Jamenting Church ioy- 
neth together her crofles & her grieſes, & remembvring her 


affliion could t5t forget hermourning, becauſe though _ : |; 


memory ſhould haue failed, taſt diſtaſied with this worme- 
wood and gall, would haue brought ſorrow to minde , and 


miniſtred matter of iuſt complaining. Remembring(ſaith he) 


my affiiction and my mourning the Wormewoed aud the gall,y 
foule hath them in remembrance , and is humbled, in m:, And 


heereof itis,that not onely wiſe men,but fooles and idiots, 


yea euen the bruit beaſts that have no vnderfliding,taughr 
onely by ſenſe and inſtin& of nature,doe flee theſe cuils,and 


- feare them at their firſt appearance,as robbing them of their 


picaſure,plunging them into griefe and miſery,and ending 
ro-the hurt and vtcer defiruction of their eſſence and being, 
And as they are in themſelveveuvill rrees, ſo naturaty they 
bring forthevill fruits, vnlefſe grace being ingrafted in them 
doe alcer their nature, As we may-ſee inthe example of wic= 
ked men, who the more they are*affl:ted, the mere they 
hate God;delpaire of his mercy ,murmure & repine againtt 
his prouidence, and vie all volawfull meanes, and wicked 
courſes,toeaſe themſelves of theſe affliftions, which they 
finde ſo painfull to them: the which they would not doe , if 
theſe attiiRtions were ia their owne nature ſimply good, ſee- 
ing(as our Saviour hathraught vs)a' good rree cannat bring 
forth emill fruit. And therefore thatextreameisto be auoy- 
ded, which fome vadiſcreetly run into, who becauſe they of- 
ren obſerue men to bee bettered by their croſſes, and thar 
much better fruirs doylually ſpring from afflitio,thenpro- 


ſperity 


Lib.r; "i Chap.2. 
7 hat affliftions in themſelnes are exill and tobe anvided. 

ſperity and worldly plenty, do condemne this eſtate ascui], 

and magnifie the other,as good and profitable in it ſelfe : 23 

though our health and fafety' were to bee aſcribedto this | 

deadly poyſon, and not rather,to the Joueandskill of our 

heauenly pbyfitian, who by his wiſe tetypering of it hath al- 

tered it nature, and beeing hurtfull in it ſelte,hath made it 

belpfull vnto vs. And alchough afflitions ſerue as inftru- 

ments and meanes to reclaime men from finne, and to in- 

creaſe in them ſaving and ſanRifying graces, yet arewe not 

ſimply to defire or pray for them,nor yet to affli&t our ſelues 

and to pull croſſes vnto vs,andlaythem on our owne ſhoul- 

ders, ſeeing they are euill in their owne nature, and worke 

thoſe former good effets not = efly by themſclues, bur 

by accident, as they are ſodiſpoſedby the infinit wiſdome, 

goodnes, and power of God, who is able to bring light our 
of darknes, and good out ofeuill, | | 

So alſo with no lefle care, we muſt auoid the contrary cx- , ,. 7" 

treame , Whereinto worldly men run more yſually,whore- ) Sect. « 
maining ſil in loue with their finne, which isthe greateſt e- ——_ 
uill,yea in truth,if we ſpeake abſolutely, and properly, the ly evil, but incl 
onely euil, doe abhorre and flee from theſe affliftions,eftee- nable to good 
ming them onely,or atleaſt the moſt intolerableevil}, which !hr0ugh Gods 
neuertheles do nor make men euil,but oftentimes (through power and wiſce 
the bleſſing of God) much the better. To which purpoſe Hor Meal 
weare to know,that howſocuer afflitions are evill in their deputant mole 
owne nature,yet not ſimply andabſolutely, (for this fin on- que non faciunt 
ly is evil!) but of an indifferent quality-, and inclinableto 74/05 Angyft. 
good, For if we reſpethe chiefe efficient and author from deciuit des ib 
| Whom they come, theyare goodeyther as they are puniſh- as 

ments infliged bya righteous judge, or chaſliſements com- 

ming-from the hand of a mercifull Father; neither can an 

eunl}, properly ſo called, proccede from the fountaine of all 

goodnes , whoſe will isthe rule of all iuſtice and righte- 
.ouſnes, And as proceeding from the chiefe yoodneſle, as 

their author, they are therefore good , ſoalfo becauſe they 

have had for theiu ſubieR the chiefe goodnes, cuen our Sa- 

| C2 uiour 


Angvſtine. 


Rom.$.29, 


1,Theſ. 343+ 


Matth.7.14, 
AQ 14. A 2 


Lib.r. 20 | Chap.3z, 
That affuictions in themſelnes are enill and tobe anoded, 


viour Ietus Chriſt God and man, who.whileſtihee lived in 
this world was as much afflicted as any other ; whoſe 
molt pure nature cloud nor admit of any thing, which-in 
jt owne nature was ſimply euill, and was able to turne all 
things ( which was not ſo) into good, Even as the ſweet 
perfume is'not ſweet to itſelfe alone, butis able ro make 
ſweet whatſoever toucheth it, To which purpoſe one faith, 
that the man Chriſt contemned all earthly good, that 
hee might ſhew them to bee contemptible; and ſuſtai- 
ned all earthly euils, which hee commanded others to 
beare with patience, that happinefſe might notbe ſought 
in them, nor vnhappineſle teared in theſe. So alſo they 
helpe vsto come to this chiefe goodnes, and in this reſpet 
alſo they are not euill; for God in his eternall counſel] bath 
ordained them as meanes to further his ele in attaining ts 
ſaluation. Foy thoſe which he knew before,he alſo predeſtinate 
to be made like to the image of hi; ſon,that is, to be comforma- 
ble vnto him in his ſuffrings,as elſewhere he expoundeth ir. 
So he willeth, hat no man ſhould bee moned or offended with 
theſe affiiftions of the faithful ſeeing we onr ſelnes know that we 


are appointed thereunto, And thus they are the meanes to | 


make ys draw neere vnto this cheefe goodneſle in this life, 


by true repentance, and feruentprayer; and the way which | 


leadeth rothis eternall and heauenly happines, of which we 
ſhall have the ivll fruition inthelife ro come : for they are 
that narrow way and ſtraight gate, which leade to theſe e- 
ucrlaſting ioyes; and if we meane cuerto comethether, wee 
muſt by many afflitt:ons enter into the kingdome of God,as the 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, AR.14.22.Sothatinreſpe&of Gods 
decree and ordinance they are good to the faithfull, becauſe 
through hisbleſſing they tend co their good , euen the fur- 
niſhing them with Gods graces and the cuerlaſting ſaluati. 

on of their ſoules, Whereby it appeareth,that afflitions(in 


_ reſpeR oftheirſubieR)are of an indifferent nature, good to 


thoſe who rightly vſe, and profit by them; and cuil to thoſe, 
whotake occalion by themto haſten, &.increaſe their _ 
| Geme 


Lib.1. = Chap.z. 
Of the tentation of afſliftions, and bow & vrged, 
 demnation intheirabufing them voto finne, wherein they 
are not ynfitly compared tothe red ſea,which according to 
it owne nature drowned the Egyptians, but by the power 
. and bleſſing of God was the meanes of the 1ſraclices preſer- 
uation & deliuerance:for ſo theſe afflitions which drowne 
ynbelecuers and worldlings in the gulfe of deſperation,doe 
ſerue for a ready, though ſtraight way, to conduRt the true 
Iſraelites into the heauenly Canaan, and as axyvall on eyther 
hand to keepe them from exring and going aſtray into the 
by-paths of fin, and to preſerue them harmeleſſe from the 
moſt dangerous aſſaults of their ſpirituall enemies, 


/ EY 


Cuan Wt 


Of the tentation of affliftions,and how it ts vrged by the enemies 
of our ſaluation, | : 


VT howihewe afflitions through the bleſ- $ Sex. 


fing of God, and his ouerruling wiſedome & 2, |, aſi 
power, become vnto thefaithfull, not onely ,/4;5;;; iſeth 
JW, harmeleſſe,bur alſo proficable, and doe ſerue ; dangerous tex- 
C2859 as meanesto further their ſaluation; yet are tation. 
they in their owne nature cuill and hurtfull, and ſodange- 
rous and pernitious vnto vs, that though wee had no other - 
enemies, yet theſe were firong enough to give ysafinall 0« 
uerthrow, and co hinder the ſaluation of our ſoules, if che 
Lord ſhould withdraw his helping hand,and leaue vsto our 
owneftrength, Forin themſelves they are the ground and 
foundation of a ſtrong tentation ; namely that becauſe wee 
are thus afflicted,it is a certaine figne that wee are condem- 
ned of Godas wicked and reprobate men, and for our fins 
iuſtly caſt out of his lJoueand fauour;that we are purſued by 
his wrath, which beginnethſto infli thoſe deſerued puniſh= 
ments ypon vs inthis life, wherewith we ſhall be ouerwhel- 
med inthe life to. come; and therefore that our eftate is moſt - 
| 2 miſe= 


11026 


than. 


Lib.1, | 22 . Chap,3, 

Of the tentation of affliltons and how it is vrged. 
miſerable and deſperate, our bucthen for the preſent beeing 
intolerable, and wee withour hope of eaſe for the time to 
come ; if at leaſt God having forlaken vs, we doe nor helpe 
our ſelucs with our owne power & policie, and choſe means 
fayling which Gods word warrantethas lawfull, we-donot 


finde ſome other meancs of our owne devifing,whereby we . 


may bee ealed and delivered. The ſcope of which tentation 
is to overthrow our faith, hope, and afhance in God,as be- 
ing our chiefe caemy, who doth thus afflit vs; to plunge vs 
into deepe deſpaire and to drive vs intoal impatiencic, that 
thercby we may be moued to murmure and repihe againſt 


'* theDiuine providence, and euen to blaſpheme God to his 


y Se2, » 
_ Now tbe tenta- 


J:t0s 


is vi'ged by S4«.. 


face;tocaſt off all profeſſion of religion, al feare & ſeruice of 
Godas being bootleſle & vnproficable, and finallie to ceaſe 
relying vpon his power and promiſes,and to vſe all wicked 
and vnlawtull meanes for the remouall of theſe afflitions, 
And this tentation beeing in it ſelfe very dangerous, is 
made much more ſtrong and powerfull to worke our ouer- 


throw, asitis vrged andinforcedby the ſpiritual encmies of 


our ſaluation, For Sathan is readytotell ys that theſe affli- 


Rions are the iuſt puniſhments of our finnes, and the fignes 


of Gods wrath, and heauy diſpleaſure; that they areteſtimo» 


- nies toaſſure vs that wee are caſt our of his loue and fauour; 


forifGod loued and delighted in vs, he would communis 
cate his bleſſings vnto vs, which are chepledges of his loue, 
and nor continually tormentys with theſe plagues and-pu- 
niſhments, afflitions of mind and body, fickneſfes and diſ- 


_ eaſes, impriſonment and baniſhment, loſſe of goods and 


Marih.4-3« 


friends,and innumerable other miferies, which in his law he 
baththreatned againſt the wicked and reprobate, And thus 
he vrged this tentation againft our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe, 
vling his pouerty & want of neceſlarics, as arcaſon ro proue 
that he was notthe Sonne of God.. It{faith he) chow be che 
Soane of God , command that. theſeſtones be mad: bread, As 
though;he ſhould haue ſaid, thy. wantand penury,do plain. 
ly manifeſt chatchou art nor the Sonne of God, as thoudoelt 


: boaſt - 


Ee” 


Lib.1, 23 * . - "Gn 

Of the tent ation of aflliftions, and how it 1, vrged, | 
boaſt thy ſelfe to be,for if thou were ſo neere anddecre vnto 
him, he would not ſuffer thee to want common neceſſaries; 
orclſe at lea(i thou haſt powerin thy elfe , ro make prouifi- 
on of fic meanes for the — of thy liſe ; and withour 
dependancie on himart able of thy ſelfe ro make bread of 
ſtones, whery, ith thou maicſt nouriſh chybody;and preſcrue 


_ thylife, 
Ann eſpecially the world and wicked worldlings enforce s.Sett.3, 


this tentation of aſflitions, For as they are al waies ready to How the 114+ 
tion of af fli (rens - 


perſecute Gods ſeruants, and both in their words and aRi- 
ons to doethem all the hurt they can, by wrong, iniuflice, 


_ 


violence,and oppreſſion, becauſe they make conſcience of 


their waies, and wilnotrun with them intothe ſame exceſſe Pſalm.38.0, 


of riot and outragious wickednes; that ſothey may-diſcou- 
ragethem in their vertuons courſes, and make them to be- 
come as badasthemſelues,or elſe may fatisfic their ſpite and 
{pleen againſt them by vexing & tormenting them: ſo when 
by their meanes and malice they lye vnder theſe heauy bur= 
thens,in ſtead of pittying or eaking their diftceſſed eſtate ; i 
al chcjr skill and power they increaſe their afflitions,ag gra- 
uate their ſorrowes,and labour all they can to difarme them 
of all patience, whercby they might'be comforted in their 
orieuous miſeries, So the-Lord faith,that when beeing an- 
ory with his people for their linnes, ke delivered them into 
the hands of the Babilonians : they ſhewed no mercy wnto 


< 
them but did lay their very heany yoke vpon the ancier:And for Eſa.47.6. 


this he profeſleth, rharhe was greatly angry againſt the careles 


. heathen, becauſe when he was angry but a little with his people, 


they helped forward therr affittion,By all which, theſe wicked 
worldlings doe adde ſuch waight to this heauy burthen, as 
vnleſſe the faithfull were ſupported with the power of Gods 
might, it would preſently overwhelm them. For firſt world- 
ly wicked men(with whom ſomtimes Gods ſeruants them- 
ſelies conſpire in this vnrighteous iudgement) thruſt them 


. downe,who atealready falling,encreafing and trengthning 
the afflitions, and decreaſing and weakenipg the patience 
C 


4 


Lib. 1. 2-4 Chap.z, 
Of the temtation of afflitions, and bowit t vrged, 
of the faithfull with their falſe cenſures and vniuſt criminati- 
ons; whereby they are ready to judge thoſe who are afflice 
red,to be aboue all inen moſt miſerable, abhorred and forſa- 
ken of God; and of all others to be the greateſt ſinners, ey- 
thec in reſpeR of ſome open crimes, which the world takes 
notice of, or of ſume hidden finnes, and grofſe hypocrifie 
which'the Lord hath ſeene inthem, though men haue 
thought well of them; which hath moued him in this extra- 
ordinary manner to afflift and puniſh them : of this we haue 
. an example in /obsfriends, who when the d not deteRt 
juſt /ob of any enormious crime, cenſured him for an hypo- 
crite becaule the hand of God was-Heauy vpon him : of the. 
other we ſce the experience jn thoſe Iewes who condemned 
tae Þ Galilzans, and them vypon whom the tower of $ loam 
fell,to be greater finners then all other men, becauſe of thoſe 
f extraordinary judgements which were inflited vpon them, 
<AR.:8.4, and.inthecBarbatians,who ſeeing the viperleap vpon Pauls . 
hand, concluded preſently that hee was a murtherer, whom 
vengeance Would not ſuffer toliue ; yea euen inthe diſciples. 
themſelues, who conicured that eyther the 4 blinde man 
* or his parents, had by ſome ſpeciall finne, brought vpon him 
this ſpecial] puniſhment, Againe worldly men adde vnto 
the waight of affliion by inſulting over thoſe who are thus 
deieCted, and treading in their necks, whom the hand of 
- Pſalm.z8. 16. God hath caſt downe and humbled. Andrthus they < inſul- 
f Polm,3.2. cd oucr D wid, * ſzying vnto his ſoule that there was no helve 
z Pſalm.31 1 5. for him in hs God:and elſewhere he complaineth that 8 : his | 
and 42.3. adacr/ity bus enemies reioyced & gathered them{elues together, 
ves the very abielts aſſembled themſelues againſt him, rearing 
him & ceaſing not ; and that his teares were his meat F drinke, 
: whileft they daily ſaid unto hims, where is thy Ggd? aparticular 
example whereof we hauc in Shemei,who inggD anidratflicti- 
* 2,.52m-16.7. gninſulted ouer him, Þ curing him and ſaying,come forth thou 
murtherer andwicked mw , the Lord hath brought upon thee 
= allthe blood of the houſe of Saul,” cc, And thus they railed on 
* *Mare.15.29. our Sauiour Chrift himſelfe hanging on the croſle, i Wag- 


ging ; 


b Luc. 13-1.2. 


*Iohn. 9.2.3. 


Lib, I, , 25 Chap.3, 


Of the tentation of affliftions, and bow it is urged. 


. Pagging their heads and ſaying, Hey , thoz that deſtroyeſt the 


temple, and buildeſt in three daies, ſane thy ſelfe and come downe 
from the croſſe. And with this inſulting &rriumphing is often 
joyned mocking,and deriſion,aswe may ſee in the example 


7 * of afflicted ob, who though'irhis proſperity he were reve- 


renced as a King,yctin his afflitions he waskmocked by thoſe * lob.zo.r. * 
Whowere youger then he,yea exen by abjett perſons whoſe fathers 
he had refuſed to ſet with the dogs of but flocks. So David com- 


E piayneth,that the wicked made ſongs of him and! laughed ' Plalm.80.6.& 


him to ſcorne when he was in miſery;yea it was not his caſe 357? 

alone but common to him with ail the Church, for being in 

captiuity;, by way of derifion they willed them rom fing = Pala, rz7,3 
{ome of the fongs of Sion. Thus alſo /eremy complainerth , 

n / 1m inderiſion daily , andeuery one mocketh me. Yea euen * [©120.7, 

our Sauiour Chritt him{elte, as hee had the greateſt meaſure 

of ali ion, ſo was he aboucall others {corned and derided, k 
for they put on him a c:owne of thornes, and a purple robe, Mn 
they bowed down ynto and mocked him ſaying, God ſaue 

the King of the Iewes, Finally worldly men adde vnto the Matth.z7.29, 


afflitions of Gods ſeruants by contemning and deſpifing 


them in theiraffliCtions; for as they labour by all meanesto 
make them contermptible and of an abie& condition, fo ha- 
uing brought them into this eſtate,they deſpirefully deſpiſe 
them asthe very off-ſcourings of al things. they make them 
poore by oppreſſion or deccipt, and then contemae them 
becauſe of their pouerty ; they load them with ſlanders and 
foule impurations, and then deſpiſe then-as men defained 
and of euill reportzand ina word, they helpe to plange them 
into all miſeries, & then diſgrace and lightly valuz them, as 
being miſcrable and of an abiect fortune. And this [9b ob- lob.r2.s. 
ſerueth (where he ſaith that hee. who is ready to fall,is,as a 
ſpenclampe deſpiſed in the opinion of the rich. The which 
contempr,derifion, inſulting and ſpitefull cenſuring vied by 
wicked worldlings towards the faithful in their afflitions 
is much more intolerable, and.giueth a farre more fierce al- 


laulc to their patience, theu all the croubles and milcries 
| | which 


Tob;16.:2. 


Verſ.10, 
Verlſ. 20. 


Chap. 9.3.3. 


Verfſ.21.22. 


»b.19413.14, 


.Lib.r. , | 


: 26 Chap.z; 

Of the tentation of affit1ons, and hoWit #u wrged. | 
which they ſuſtaine;for though they can be content to oop 
and humble themſclues vnder the hand of God, and quictlie 
beare the burthen which he layeth vpon them;yet their ſto- 
macks riſe, and thcir hearts are ready to boyle with anger, 
and impatiencie, when men , who ſhould rathet pitty them, 
doe deride and ſcornc, contemine and inſult over them in 
their diſtreſle, But eſpecial.y the ſtrength of this tentation 
is increaſed, when as the affi;Qtions of the faithfull are thus 
aggerauated,not onely by firangers from whom they cxpe&t 
no better,but alſo by their friends & acquaintance, by their 
kindred and allies, who are bound vnto them not onely in 
nature and necrenefſe of blood, bur alſo by many benchits 
beſtowed, and manie good offices performed vnxo them, 
For this made Iobs afflitions greeuous and intolerable, 
when vnrothem were added the vniuſt criminations and 
hard cenlures of his friends, from whom he expeted com= 
fort, whereas their mercy and compaſſion towards him 
wculd haue made his heauy burthen light, like a load carri- 
ed ypon many ſhoulders, And this made him to complaine 
thatthey were miferablie comforters, becauſe they had opened 
their mouthes upon him , and ſmitten him on the checke in re« 
proch,and had gathered themſelues together againſt him : that 


they ſpoke eloquently agaraſt bim,vexing his {oule & tormen- 


ting him with words ; y they had many times reproached him 
and were not aſhamed, but were impugent towards him.This 
made himto cry out in that great paſſion. Hane pitty vpor 
mehave pitty pen me (O yee rvy friends ) for the hand of God 
hath touched me. 11 hy ace ye perſermte me as God, and arc not 
ſatisfied with my fleſh? And as his afflictions were increaſed 
by the vypleafing ſociety of ſome ofhis friends, whoin Need 
of comforting tormented him,ſo by others of them, whileſt 
they did abandon and forſake him, becauſe of his afflicti- 
ons; the which his miſcry in reſpe& of this deſertion hee 
elſewhere bewaileth ; He hath (faith he) remooned my bre- 
thren far from me, and alſo mineacquaintance were ſtrangers 
wnto me; my neigubeurs haxe forſaken me, my famliars have 


fore 


TIO 


OQ w HH we th ow way” 


Sow \s 


Lib.x - 27 3P43 : 
. Of the tentation of affliftions, and how it is vrged, 
forgotten me,e, Of this alſo Danidcomplaineth,, {dy /o- 
rers and my friends ſtand aſide from my plagne, aud myilgy ſore 
ſtand a farre off, and elſeivhere hee ſaith, rhou haſt pit \ ene 
acquaintaxce farre from me, and made mee tobee abhorred of 
them, 1) lowers and my friends haſt thou put away from mee, 
and mine acquaintance hid themſelnes. But moſt intolerable 
are the afflictions ofthe fairhfu], when as their friends, from 
whom cheefly they expect comfort, doe not onely negle& 
this duty, but alſo are the meanes and inftruments to bring 
ypon them all theſe miſeries and crofles; and of this Dazid 
complaineth, my familiar friends whom I truſted,woich did eat 
of my bread, hath lifted vp- the heele again me : yea lo firong) 
was this tentation in his apprehenſion , that hee was readie 
to finke vnder it, as he implieth eliewhere. Surety (faith: 
hee) mine enemie did nor diffame mee, for I could bane 
borne it , neyther did my aduerſary exale himſeife againſt 
wee, for I wonld bane hid mee from him, bat it was thou,O- 
194% caen my companion, my guide axd my familiar, which de- 
lighted isconſulting together and went into the houſe of God as 

COpanions, | : 
Aad as the world doth exceedingly: enforce this tentati- 
on of affli ions, partly asthe meanes of inflicting them, and 


Plat 38.1, 


Pſal.41.9, 


Pſal $511.12, 


13. 


d Sec2.4. 


artly as it doth aggravate and increafe. chem becing infli- 9 the tenta- 
partiy 38 cing Hom af a flilions 


Red: ſothe corruprfleſh is as ready to admicandenterraine ;, ,,” 7%! 
thistentation ; and judging all things according to ſenſe.y,yey by the 


and preſent apprehenſion, as in the time of proſperity ir fiſh. 


{welleth with pride and- preſumption, perſwading men 
that none more then they are in Gods love and fauour , 


benefics aliowed vato them; to in the time of aduerſitie 
and afth;Rion , it is as baſe]y deicRed and plunged intothe 
bottomlefle gulte of. horror and deſpaire,, perſwading 


his wrath, which-now. beginneth to take VENgeance a- 
22inſt them, From whence. proceedeth thgir. murmuring 


. aecauſe they have had-.che largeſt draught of cemporall' ' 


Y men that.they are forſaken of God, and purſued with 


and, 


Lib. 2. __— Chap.z. 
Of the tentation of affiiftions, and how it ts vrged, 

and repining againſt Godand his'providence; their impati« 
encyapbeare that croſſe from which they haue no hope to 
be caſed;and their reſolution to vic all ynlawfull meanes to 
vnburthen themſelues, when lawfull meanes fayle and will 
not helpe, .So that this tentation of affliftions becing ſo 
flrongly vrged by the Diuell andthe world, and fo readily 
intertained by our corrupt fleſh, muſt needs be very potent 
and powerfull to preuaile againſt thoſe who are aſſaulted 
with it; and that not only meere worldlings, whoefteeming 
the worlds proſperity as their cheete paradiſe,doe abhorre 
_affliQtion as their greateſt hell; but even Gods faithſull ſer. 

uants, who nouriſhing thistraitor(the ficſh)in their boſoms 
. arebetraiedby it, and ſooften foyledinthis combat of ten- 
rations. Ofthe former we haue manifold examples among 
worldly wicked men,who being preſſed with the waighr of 
afflitions, ſecke to caſe their ſtomacks, by belching our 
their blaſphemies againſt God ; and feeling preſent ſmart, 
and having no hope of becing eaſed for the time tocome, 
fall into ſuch impaciencie,that ſome Janguiſh in melancho- 
ly & diſcontent, refuſing thoſe comforts which they might 
enioy,becauſe they are depriued of fome which they defire; 
and becomming in allthings miſerable throughtheir owne 
wilfull choice, becauſe in ſome things they are miſerable 
through neceſſity.Others tyred with the burthen of affliQi- 
ons grow weary of their lives, and by laying violent hands 
vpon themſclues, ſhorten their daies wilfully - leaping into 
the endlefſe torments of hell, to auoid the temporary miſe- 


ries of this world, Finally others wanting ſtrength and pa-' *: 


tience to beare their afflitions, and alſo this courage and 
deſperate reſolution to put anend ynto them by ſuch a vio- 
lent courſe, doe willingly fall into any manner of finne, and 
practiſe all vnlawfull meanes, which ſeeme to promiſe vnto 
them the leaſt hope of caſe and freedome, Ofthe other wee 
haue an cxampleinthe Tſraclites, who though they were the 
ſole people of God, delivered by his mighty power from 
their malitious enemies, andenriched with many bleſſings 

| as 


Lib.z. : 29 | Chap.z. 
Of the tentation of affliiZions, and how it 1 vrged, 

(as itwere)from the immediate hand of God, yet beeing a 
liccle afflicted and pinched with want, doe murmure and re- 
pine againſt theLord,their creacor and redeemer,being mo- - 
ued heereunto, ſometime through a bare and falſe feare of 
not prevailing 3 againſt cheir enemies, and ſometime for 2 Num.14.2, 
want of ſuch Þ meat as they luſtedafter, and of © water to bEx64.c6.3. 
quench their thirſt. Yea even /ob himſelfe renowned for © Num.zo.;. 
patienee, becing ſore prefled with the waight of afflitions, 
doth often breake out into great impatiency, vttering ſuch 
words as were not farre from blaſphemy, if they had 
proceeded from a ſetled iudgement, and not froma ſud- 
den and diftempercd paſſion. For he curſeth his nativity,and 

= wiſherhthat he had neuer bene , or tharthee had miſcarried 

= inthe birth; he complaineth that God was his enemy, and _ 

” thathe did ſhoot at him his enuenemed arrrowes, that hee 

oppreſſed him by ſtrong hand, without hearing his cauſe, 
and that his terrours did fight againſt him. Thus alſo 
Dazid by his aflitions was brought ſomtimes to the brink 
of deſpaire, and ſometime to bewray his impacieney;for he 


; 


cryeth out that he was forſaken of God, that kee heard not 
his prayers, nor regarded his roaring, that Gads mercies 
were cleane gone,and higpromiſes vtterly failed;that he had 
reieted his ſoule and preſſed him downe with his terrours Plalm.22.1.75.. 


andindignation; that the ſtate of the wicked was happy, 7:5924-77-2. 
andthat he had waſhed his hands in innocencyin vaine,be. ***3: 
cauſe he was puniſhed and chaftened cuery morning. And 
che like or greater-impatiency was ſhewed bythe Propher 
[:remy,who alſo curſeth the day of his birth, and-the man, Ter.20,14.15, 
that brought firſt newes hereof to his father, and wiſherh 
that his morhers belly had bene his graue, or her wombe a 
pop conception,becauſe he came forth of ir to ſee la- 

our and ſorrow, and chat his daics ſhould bee conſumed 


with ſhame, 
CHAP. 


Lib.r, "0 'Chap.q. | 
. Of enr preparation vnto the confllt of affliftions. 


_ 


CHraP, INIT, 


— 


Of the preparation, hich is required before the confli7 of a ffla>. 
flions ; and firſt of onr ſpirituall armonr,u hh ue muſt buc- 
Ele Unto Vs, > 


$ Fe iz , 'Y all which itappeareth , that theſe tentations of - ® 
he de RY 1237 affliction, though they bee notalrogether ſo dan= # 
youſaes of theſe = gereus and powerfull as thoſe of proſperity, yet 
ſpirituall exe- are they ſtrong enovgh toouercome vs, if we bee left ro our 
mics muſt! ſelues, and to make vs the captives of finne and Sathan, And 
diſcourage VS  therefore,as on the one fide wee are not in ſuch a coward! 
Jrom 972” manner to feare theſe mighty enemies, nor diſpayring of yi- 
Rory ro caſt away our weapons, and betake our ſclues to 
Alight:ſo on the other fide, wee are not ſecurely tocontemne 
them, as beeing eafic to-overcome ; for if they have foyled 
Gods greateſt worthies and moſt valiant captaines ; how 
ſhall nor we be indangered,yea vanquiſhed by them, if we 
were left vnto our owne ſtrength , whoarebut ynexperien- 
ſed weakclings. and common ſouldiers? But ſeeing the 
- -ftreygth of ourencmies,and our owne weakeneſſe, we muſt 
+ beemoucd heereby by a lively faith,ro reſt ypon the power 
of Gods might affiſting vs,to implore his helpe and ſuccour 
in this fpirituall conflids; and then in the next place, to vie 7 
all the good meanes appointed by God,for the defending of 
our ſelues,and the obtaining of vitory, Of which (as order Þ 
requireth) Iam now to ſpeake ; for as in worldly wars, it is 
requiſite and neceſſary that we firſt know the nature, qualj- 
ty, difpoſition and ſtrength of our enemies, and then accor- 
dinglytothinke of themeanes, whereby we may be inabled 
to make reſiſtance and obraine the viRory; ſo muſt wee doe 
in this ſpirituall warfare ; and therefore hauing alreadyin- 
treated ofthe formerpoint, I come gow to the other;in ſpea- 
king whereof my purpoſe is (by the afliftance ny” 
| ; ' ew 


. Of onr preparation vnto the conflift of affliftions. 


Lib.r. - 31 Chap.4, 


ſhew,firſt the meanes whereby the Chriftian may beſtreng- 


thened to beare with patience,and by bearing to oucrcome 


all affli tions in general; and chen,befides the application of 
 thegeneralls, toinſiſt in the ſpeciall meanes, whereby they 
may be armed,and prepared againſt ſome ſpeciall and parti- 


cular crofles and calamities, 

The meanes, whereby we may be ſtrengthened againſt all 
affli ions generally,may bee referred torwo heads, for ey- 
ther they reſpe& preparation, orelſe ation and execution; 
for as in warlike expeditions, thoſe who deſire victory ouer 
their mighty enemies,do firſt preparetheir forces, furniſhing 
them with armour, weapons, and all other warlike necefla- 
ries, and thenenter the field, couragiouſly withſtanding, or 
charging the enemy; wiſely managing al the meanes provi» 
dedin the time of preparation for their belt aduantage, and 
never giuing ouer their valiant fight, til chey haue pur their 
enemies to flight and obrained victory : ſo muſt wee in this 
ſpiritual warfare, firſt prepare our ſelues for the fight , and 
then manfully and chriſtianly demeane our felues inthe day 
of battcll, And vato this preparation the ſonne of Syracs 
perſ{wadeth all chote,fho intend to ferue the Lord in this 
ipiricuall warfare. Ay {one ({airh he) if rhon Your comerinto 
re ſernice of God, Fand faſt in righteonjnes and feare, and pre> 
pare thy [onle 10 remation ; ſettlerhine heart andbepaticxt,ba:v 
davne thine exre, anireceine 196 words of vnderſtanamg , and 

ſpriinke not avay when thon ant aſſarled, but wait ypon God patt» 
ently, For it all be deterred to the day of battell,1nd no pre- 
paration made betore weenter the field,and the alarm< bee 
ſounded; ifinthe time of peace, wee never thinke of warre, 
and in proſperity,neuer prepare tor the day.of aducrfity and- 
affition; if we neuer expect nor feare the enemy,till hee be 


$.Sef.2, 
That the meanes 
to ſtrengthen vs 
againſt aff fki- 
ons, either reſ- 
p21 preparation, 


or extcution, 


e 
. 


Eccleſ.2.1., 


Van facile in- 


in ſight and ready to encounter as, but arethen to be trained ene 4s” 
. , p Spain | - ntur in ads 
in this mactiall diſcipline, when we ſhould fight;to ſecke tor ,c,pratepreſidia 
weapons, when we ſhould vic them; and to pur on our ſpiri- gue noxfucrunt 
tuall armour, when asalready the skirmiſh is begun , iis a #2 pace 9ueſta. 
thouſand ro one that we ſhall be wounded to F death inthe 4#%/79:68- 


fiſt 


. 


d Ser. 3. 
That we muſt . 
prepare and put 
02 ſpiritual ar- 
mouy againſt our 
co:flift with af- 
flihons, 


Eph. 6.12. 


Lib.1.- 33 - Chap.q, © 

Of the ſpiritual armonr required vnte the conflif?, | 
firſt encounter,put to flight, and eafily ouercome, being al. 
rogether vnableto make any reſiſtance, * 

Now vato this preparation there is required, firft that we | 
prouide and pur onthe ſpirituall armour, and then that wee ! # 
betrainedinthe knowledge and skil of this Chriſtian War- 
fare, whereby we may be cnabled to vic our weapons, and 
firength to our belt advantage; vnto which is required the 
learning and obſeruing of cerraine rules and infiruRions, 
whereby wee may know how to carrie and demeane our 
ſclues in this ſpirituall conflict, The weapons and armour 
required to this warfare are not the ſword, ſpeare & canon, 
nor the harneſſe and ſhield of iron and ficele, for wee wra- 
file not againſt fleſhand blood, but agairſt ſpirituall wick- 
edneſſes, as the Apoſile ſpeaketh; but that ſpirituall armour 
ofa Chriſtian, even all Gods ſanRifying and ſaving graces, 


with-:which if we be furniſhed, we ſhall by them be inabled : : 


to make reſiſtance and obrtaine the victory ; partly becauſe, 


| —_— the goodnes of our armour we ſhall be more bold 


d.Sect.4. 


and confident,and valiantly ſuftaine the ſharpeſt encounter 
in hope of viQtorie;and partly,and that more principally ,be- 
cauſe the Lord of hoſts our great commander, when hee 
ſeeth vs armed, with his owne furniture, and adorned with 
his owne colours, will gratiouſly acknowledge'vs for ſoul- 
diers of his owne band,and ſtrengthen and afhiſt vs with his 
ownealmighty power, whereby we are ſure to put our cne- 
mies to flightand obtaine the conqueſt. Neither wil it ſtand 
with the glory of our mighty Generall, to have his owne 
faithfull ſouldjers and ſeruantsto bee foyled and overcome, 
orto haue his owne furniture,armour, and weapons to bee 
found weake and inſufficient, when they come tobeetried 
and approued. 

Now the firſt part of this ſpiritual armour, which we muſt 


he frſipars of Put ON IN this time of preparation,is ſauing knowledge ; for 
he ectes bt isthe cyec of the ſoule, which muſt gvide vs in al our tra- 


mour which is 
jauing kaow» 
; edge. 


uels,and that heavenly light,which muſt direR'vs in theſe 
crooked and rugged waies;which if we want, we ſhal ay , 


Libr. : 33 Chap. 4. 
Of the ſpirituall armonr required vnto the conflift, 


ble and fall at every ſtone of offence, and looſe our ſelues in, . 

. ao . a T9 Pt naun cum: 
this labyrinth of troubles ; it is the pylote which muſt go, lempe- 
uerne ard guide vs.in theſe rempeſiuous Hformes of mileries gaze quaſſutur 
and affli ions, hileſt wee fayle 1n the dangerous ſea of this viſt gubcrratore 
wretched worid, without whoſe helpe ve ſhall doth againſt [1ri11ſinumba- 
the rocks of deſperation, be ouerſet and iwallowed with the mw fludlibus 

j | . i5 C110 Centes 
boyftcrous blai!s, and huge billows of troubles and calami- ,;,,,.;,_ 11..,, 
ties, and fo make ſhipwracke of our ſoules; ina worde,it is c:min aliquibus 
the {terne and charde,from which we have all our direGtion a&erfes frerit * 
through this ſea of miſcries into our hevenly country, witn- or a na ifs 
outthe helpe whereof we ſhould hovId wrong courles, and PR | 
neue: find the way into the hauen ofreft, But if we have the ;,4j;2 cio anj< 
eye of ſauing knowledge illighined with the brightſhining ms civs frangis 
beames of the holy. Scriptures , we ſhall be ſo guided there- ## © ſalutis ſue 
by;that we ſhall cafily overcome ail d:ficulties, clcape all ence damn, 
/ : , . , 4/il.traft.de ce 
dangers,and notwithttandingA! theſe lets & impediments, ſol.in aduerſ, 
ſafely atraine vnto the end of our hopes, the everlaſting fal- 
vation of our ſoules, For if wee haue learned out of Gods 
word that all theſe affli tions come frem God, and that not 
as an angry iudge,bur as a mercifull and louing Father; not h "3 _ 
2X asfignes ot his diſpleaſure, but as teſtimonies of his favour, 
* and marks of our agoption; not to puniſh vsfor fin, but to 
# purgevsfromit; not to deſtroy , bur to increaſe and perfit 
his graces in vs; not to condemne vs, but to further our ſa[- 
vation;:making this ſtrair gate, and this narrow and afflited 
way to ſerue for a paſſage and entrance into the ijoyes of 
heauen;and finally,thatthe Lord our loving Fatfier wil noe 
correct vs without meaſure, and aboue our ſtrength, yea 
no more or longer then is neceſſarily required for our a- 
mendment,and for the better fitting of vs for his ſeruice and 
our glory ; and that then hee will deliuer vs from all theſe 
| troubles, wipe all teares from our eyes, and gies beatity for Apoc.2 1.4, 
aſpes. the 6yle of roy for mourning,and the garment of pladueſſe Ela 61.3, 
for the ſpirit of hecanineſſe ; then ſhall wee bee ſufficiert] 
firengthened againſt the day of iriall , withſtand - all thels 


/ ſharpe encounters, and obtaining victory ouer theſe enc» 
| D mics 


Lib, I, My : | 34 | Chap.4, 
Of the (pirituall armonr required to the conflift, 


. mics of our ſaluation ,we ſhal with peace and comfort hold 


d ky et, Jo 
Gf the ſecond 
part of our ſpiri- 
tuall arinonr, 


which is aiufti-. 
ſing faith, 


Heb.6 12. 
Bpoc.13 10, 
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+. 
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1.lohn.5 4. 


Rom. 5.1.3. 


A 


on in our courſe of righteouſnes towards our heuenly coun- 
try, and be rather turthered then hindredin our journey by 
their aſſaults. 

"The tecond part of this armonr isa liuely and juſtifying 
faith; for this is that impenetrable ſhield, which cannot bee 
pearced with thefe fiery darts, ard that high and 1impregna- 
ble rampire and bulwarke, which our ipiricuall enemies cars 
neither mount with their longeſt ſcaling ladders, nor barter 
and ouerthrow with their ſtrongeſt engines of trials & ten- 
trations, And therefore, if we would vucrcome by patience, 
when we are aſſaulted with afflictions, wee mult in our pie- 
paration buckle vnto vs this ſhield of faith, & lay this foun- 
dation ypo which our patience chiefly reſteth: for theſe two 
alwajes goe together,ſo that it faith goe nox before, it is im- 
poffible that true and Chriſtian patience ſhould follow af- 
ter. And hence it is,that they are conioyned in the Scrip= 
tures ; ſo the Apoſtle exhorteth vs to bee followers of them, 
who throv gh fath and patience mhberit the promiſes, and thus 
the Apoſtle /obn coupleth them rogether, /ere (faith he) 15 
the patience and faith of the Saints. If then wee would ouer- 
come the world, as well when it frowneth as when it faw- 
neth, and ſtand inuincible both againkt his bewitching al- 
lurements,and proud thxears,lctys buckle yato vs this faith, 
as a principall part of our Chriſtian armour, whereby we are 
enabled to get the conqueft; for rhrs is the vittoryth it oner« 
commeth the worldewen onr fzich, The which will euidentlie 
appeare vito vs, if we conſider , thatit is faith alone which 
pulleth out the ſting of atflitions, and fo makeththem to 
become harmelcflec ; for thereby we are affured ofremiſſon 
of our fins, of our peace and reconciliation with God ; and 
therfore that we are not now puniſhed as ſlaves, bur chafti- 
ſed as ſonnes ; the which maketh vs nor onely patient, bur e- 
uen joyfull in ouraſf]. tions, for as the Apolile ſaith, beerng 
iſtified by farth we haue peace toWvards God, through our Lord 
Teſns Chriſt, and us this faith we ſtand and reiojce, not only vn- 
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Of the ſpiritual ermony required to the conflift, 
der the hope of the glory of God, but alſo in tribulation. So it is 

faith onely,which giueth-vnro vs title and intereſt vnto all 

the gracious promiſes ofthe Goſpell, as beeing the alone 
condition of the couenant of grace betweene Godand vs; 

and therefore as without faith, all the comforts of the Goſ- 

pell are no com!orts ynto vs,becauſe we have no right vnto 

them; ſo beeing indued therewith, wee have our ſhare and 
partinthem all , whether they covcerne this lite or the lite 

ro come, For example by this faich we are afſured that /cho- 

wah is our Lord and King, our Redeemer and S20iour, our | 
fanRifier and preſeruer;that hee is on our fide,and therefore 

we neede not to feare who oppoſe againlt vs ; that hee will 

deny nothing vnto vs which is good and profitable; for of 

hee ſpared not his owne ſonne , but gane him for vs all to death, gg I 
how ſhall he net with him gine vs all things alſo, as the Apoitle yer, 31, 
ſpeaketh: that he ruleth and difpoleth all things with hispro- 
uidence,and particularly all our croffes and calamities,cuen 

to the falling ofthe leaſt hayre of our head, and therefore 

thatall ſhall turne to our good,and worke together for the rg s, «8, 
beſt, through his wiſedowe, powerand goodnes, ordering 

them to this end, Furthermore by this faith weare ſo firme- 

ly vniced ynto Jeſus Chriſt our head, that nothing can de- 

uide'vs, wherby we areafſured,that there is nor anything, Romg.39. 
which can ſeparate vs from Gods Joue, becauſe nothing can 

part Chritt aud vs, in whom he loveth ys. So hereby we are 

cc: tainiy perſwaded,that Teſus Chriſt did not only ſuffer for 

v3, but that hee doth alſo ſuffer with vs, whoisableto caſe 
anc comfort vs,by vpholding vs when we areready to faint, 
and paring the pfeaceſt part of our burthen, That sf Wee 2.Tim.2.12, 


Lib.T. 


ſuffer ith © hriſt w* ſhallraigne with him, and that our light 


au momentanie offi tons ſhall cauſe unto vs, a farre moſt ex-2COr4-If. 
cellent,and c4 eternell warght of glory, Finally by this faith we 
are aflined, thac God himielfe is preſent with vs in all our 
troubles, thathe nyea{urech out vnro vs this bitter draught 
in a iv{t and convenient proportion, and when hee hath 
wroughtin y> his owne good work of grace;he willremoue 

| | D 2 the 


Lib.1. 


36 Chap.z, 
Of the ſpirituall armour required tothe conflitt, 
the croſle,& giue vnto vs a ioyfull deliverance,So that yhere 
are no comforts like thoſe which are brought vnto vs by a 
lively faith, vato which when wee haue attained in ful mea- 
ſure, we may in al our aſflictions ſay with thePſalmiſt, God's 
_ Plal.46.1.2.3. gr hope ard ſtrength ready to bee found. Therefore will ree not 
fearethough the earth bee moued, avd though the mountaines 
fallinto the middeſt of the Sea, thongh the waters rave and 
be tronbled, and the monntaines greatly ſnake at ihe ſurges of 
the ſame. Neither is there any triall or tentation ſogrear, 
which faith doth not eaſily ouercomne, as the Apoſtle ma- 
kethit plaine vnto vs in the example of Abraham, who by 
Heb.rr.179. fauh offered vp his onely ſonne Iſaac when hewas tried ; avd of 
Verl. 35-36-39. the reſt of Gods Saints, who being ſtrong in faith, bore with 
patience thoſe great aiflitions; being content to indure the 
racke and would not be deliwered,that they might receine a bet- 
ter reſurrellion ; tobe tryed by mockings and ſconrgings (the 
one whipping the ſoule,the otherthe body)by bends and mm- 
priſonment by ſfoning and CHHing in ſender , ouer which they 
triumphed, as glorious conquerers,by their faith, asthe A- 
polile witnefſeth. And therfore if we would ſtand inthe day 
of battell, we muſt in. our preparation buckle vnto vs this 
ſhicld of faith , whichis the chiefe inſtrument of deriuing 
ynto vsfrom God all comfort and conſolation, 


d Sedt.6. The third part of our armour, js a firme cruſt and affiancein 


Of *h: third part God through Iefus Chriſt, the which (as alſo thoſe other 


of our ſpirituall parts thatremaine) is the fruir of a lively faith ; for becing. 


0c els re # thercby aſſured that God is both omnipotent in power, and 
in God, almighty to ſaue and deliver vs, infinite in witedome and 
knowledge, beholding and diſpoſing, as ait other things, 

ſo all our troubles and aff; ions; and that as in himſclfe he 

is louc and truth, ſo hee is moſt louingand carefull over vs, 

Job.10.8.9, andalwaies ready to make good his promiſcs, concerning 
his aſſiſtance and our deliverance; wee reft and relye vpon 

- | himinall ourafflitions for helpe and ſuccour, as vpon our 

 _ omnipotentandall-ſufficient creatour,preſeruer and redee- 
mer;and reſigne our ſelues ouer ynto him our moſt faichfull 
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Lib. 2. 37 Chap. 4: 
Of the ſpiritual armour required vnto the confirtt, 

Saviour; hauing a firme and Rirong affiance and confidence 
in him,that hee will vphold vs in all our troubles, and deli- 
ver vs from all our affi tions, when as it ſhall bee moſt fir 
for his owne glory,and our ſpirituall and everlaſting good, 
And this is that confidence wherewith if we be indued, wee . 

"ſhall the1by be meruailouſly ypheld in all our trials, & haue 
our patience ſo ſtrengthened and confirmed,that' wee ſhall 


eaſily beare all afflitions which hee ſhall lay vpon vs,in 


whom we put our truft, and couragiouſly indure the brunt 
of all tentations,not fearing what may befall vs, ſecing all 
thingsare ordered & diſpoſcd by his moſt wiſe prouidence, 
who is our chieferocke of defence, vpon whom we reſt in al 
difficulties and dangers. An example whereof wee haue in 
14b,whobeing ſoconfident in Gods mercy and goodnefle, 
that he profeſſeth * rhowgh he ſhomld kill him, yer he Wonldrruſt *lob-13.15, 


' 5 him; was alſo a paterne of patience to all poſterity;and ſo 


Dazid reſting vpon the Lord,as vpon hisdrocke ard fortreſſe, » Pſalm. 18.x,2; 
hes delinerer and/trength, his ſhield, the horne of his ſalnation 


and his refuge,is heereby ſoarmed with patience, that in his 


greateſt aſfliftion he ſaith, © heere am 1, ler him doe 10 meeas ex Samr5, 26, 
ſeemeth good 1 his eyes; and when as in his greateſt diftrefle 

he was forſaken of all other hope and helpe, heeis ſaide to 

have d comforted himſelfe in the Lord his God, This made him, @;,Sam. 29.6, 
when ſenſe of paine would have forced him to murmure - 

and complaine,to hold his peace and beare al with patience | 
becauſe © the Lord had doneit, Yea as heereby hee patient- c Plalm.39-9. 
ly ſuffered hispreſent evils, ſo hee was bold and confident ' ? 


_ againſt all future croſſes, for f truſting in God, he did notfeare * Plal.$6.4. 11. 
" what man could doe vnto him; yea hee profeſſeth, becauſe the 


Lord was his 8 ſhepheard,and rooke care of him,that thowgh g pr. 3.1.4.8 


' he ſhould » alke throuzh the valley ofthe ſhadow of death hee 


wouldfeare noenill; and that Þ be ſlept ſecurely, not fearing ten © 3.5.6.8 4.8, 
thouſand of his enemies encloſing him about; becauſe the Lord 

ſuſtained him, And therefore Fre would haue our patience 

confirmed and ſtrengthened both agait;ſt preſent and future 

euils,we muſt ſceke toattaineynto this affiance;and truſt-in . 
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Lib.r. "1 Chop.4, 
Of the ſpirituall armonr required vnto the conflift, 


| God,as in our mighty and mercifull Father ; and ſo ſhall we 
, wich patience and meckneflſe depend vpon his prouidence, 
both for ſupplying of thoſe wants which pinch vs, for our 
preſeruation from thoſe dangers we feare, & for deliverance 
fromthele preſent miſeries & otiliftions, which we feele and 
ſuffer; ſeeing he is all ſufficient to provide for vs, omnipe- 
tencto defend vs, and infinite both in power and loucto 
ſaue all thoſe who truſt in him, | 
&.Seft.7, The fourth peece of armour, which-wee mult provide a- 
of thefourth  gainlt the day of triall,is hope in God, whereby wee expe 
part of 0:r ſ1ici- che performance of all choſepromiſes, which are made vnto 
tuall armow, yg inthe Goſpell;and eſpecially ſuch as concerne Gods a(- 
= v09 17 ing and (irengrhening of vs in the day of tentatiof, or 
= our deliuerance tro al our troubles, The which allo is a fruir 
of our faith and afhance in God,for when we belecue all his 
gracious promiſes made vnto vs, for the ſupplying of our 
' wants,protection from perils,and deliucrance from thoſe e- 
uils which wee ſuſtaine and ſuffer, and doerelye vpon them 
with aſſured confidence; then doe wee alſo wait Gods lea- 
ſure.attend hispleaſure, and hopefully expe& when theſe 
promiſes ſhall be performed,and made good ynto vs for our : 
vie and benefit, Andthisthe Apoſtle teacheth vs, where he 
_ faith, that Fuuth is the ground of things hoped for; and the eni- 
Heb.1l.1.' denceof things which are not ſeent; and the Prophet, imply- 
eth it, where he willeth thoſe that beleeue, not ro make haf?, 
| but to waitGodsleaſure, and hopefully ro expe the ac- 
Eſa.28.16. - compliſhment of his promiſes, Now as this hope is the 
; daughter of faith and affiance, ſoit isthe nurſe of patience, 
whereby iris fed and nouriſhed, and ſo ſtrengthened and 
IM vpheld,that itcannot faint orfall, So the Apoſiletelleth vs, 
Rom,$.24.25. Fhatwe are ſaued by hope which expeCterh things inuifible, - 
and if:ve hope for that we ſee not, We doe with patience abide for 
7. And thus doth our hope ſtrengthenour patience,as itex+ 
pecteth theperformance of Gods promiſes, eyther reſpeR. 
ing this life or the life to come. In reſpect of this life oue 
patienceis confirmed,whileſt we hopetully expeR the per- 
= formance 


aa 


' we caft away exery thing that preſſeth doane, and the ſin that 


Lib.!., | 39 Chap.4, 


Of the ſpiritnall armour required v#ts the conflitt, 


formance of Godspromiſes for our deliverance out of our 


afflictions, and inthe meane time his aſſiſtance to ſtreyg- 

then vs, in the bearing of all thoſe croſſes and calamitics 

which he layeth vpon vs : for when we Hope that our trou-' 

bles will haue an end,and thatthe cloud of calamities being 

blowne away, the ſunne of Gods fauour will ſhine againe 

yntovs; when we expect reſt and peace,after our labour and 

dangerous warfare, and that ourmourning ſhall bee turncd 

into ioy,and our troubles into comforts; then doe we beare 

the preſent brunt with patience, in reſpect of theſe future 

hopes; and are caſed in thoſe miſeries which wee feele, by. 

that immunity and freedome which wee expect, - And thus 

doth the mariner whileſt theſtormelaſteth, take exceſſive 

paines to ſaue his ſhip andlife, in hope thatit will be ouer- 

blowne, when as againe hee ſhall have faire weather and a 

good paſſage; thus doth the poore man patiently indure his 

toylſome labour, whileſt he hopeth that his paines wil bring | 

riches, and his riches reſt; thus doth hee who is tormented "1 

with a feauer,beare with patience hispreſent greefe,whileſt 

he hopeth for the end of his fit, & the recouery of his health; 

and thus doth the poore traueller patiently hold out in his 

weary iourny,whileſt he hopethfor ſweet repole at his iour- | YT 
d. Whereas when hope vrterly faileth, the fayler let- //7/P Peg 

meys CO. P 4 3 yae nation-necl]a- 

teth his ſhip rome at the mercy of the wind and weather;the ria cf, ip/a ef 

poore man loytereth, preferring eafie reſt before hopeleſle 9» conſolatur 

labour; the ficke man is as much tormented with impatien- /7 9/4-14tor 6 

cie, and tyred with toffing,as with the ſenſe and ſmart ofhis o — | 

fickeneſſe and diſeaſe ; and the poore traveller fainteth not ;4c; Lorem to. 

more for want of reſt, then for want of hope of attaining lcrat,quia perue. 

the end of his labour, But cſpeciallyis our patience confir- ire /perat. tolle 


o . &. nd T ' 7 , 
medby thoſe hopes which reſpe@rhe life to conie ; for then '#/7*7 Pervente | 
; end, continng 


| franguntur vi- 
hangeth ſo faſt on, andrmwith patievce the race which is ſet ves ambulandi 


before vs,vhen we locke unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of Atg.in Pom. 8, 
our Faith,who for the tay which was ſet befare him endured the JOY 
Croſſe, deſpiſed ſhame, and is ſet at - right handof the throne rear £ 
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Lib.1. 40 CO Chap.4 
Of the ſpiritual armonr required to the confltt, 


| of God. Then doe we patiently beare al croſſes and troubles, 
* when our faith apprehendeth;and our hope expeeth(after 
ourlizhtand momentany affyQtions )'a farre moſt excellent 
and an eterndll crowne of glory: becauſe we count that the af- 
2.Cor.4.17. fictions of thts preſent time are not worthy the glory r-hich ſhall 
Rom 8.15. "pe oewed vnto vs: then doe wee with Moſes refufe to bee 
"PL hcyres of worldly happineſfle , and chuſe rather to ſuſſer ad- 
Apocts, #erſity with the geople of God, then to enioy the pleaſures of une 
Plalm.16.11. for 4 ſcaſon;; eſteeming the rebuke of ( rift greater riches then 
treaſures of thu earthly Egypt,when we hopefully expe the 
recompence of rewrd,and that all ceares being wiped from 
our eyes,v/ce ſhall haxe falnefſeof ivy ; and pleaſhres at Gods 
right hand for cuermore. Then doe wee patiently endure the: 
miſcries of this life, when ip reſpect of future hopes, they 
are not} all able to make vs miſerable, and finally then do we 
with quiet meckenes ſuffer with Dasidlongfurrowes tobe 
made on ourbackes , and ſubmir our ſelues to bee cuen har. 
rowed with crofles, and to be thre ſhed and winnowed with 
theſe fs. Ran when as faith aſſureth vs, that the ſecede of 
happines is ſowne inthe deepe furrowes of afflition, and 
hope expeQeth a fruiffull harveft, Whereas onthe other tide 
iſhope torlake vs,then our patience allo;; and mo ſooner doe 
we deſpaire of helpe and deliverance,bur preſently wee be- 
gin to beyrray our impatiency, murmure and repine againſt 
Gods prouidence,and even to blaſpheme him to his face,as 
| Satan iudgedof /b, out of his owne experience. 
& Sett.S. \ The fifth peece of armour, which we mult prepare and put 
ofthe friv onto ſtrengthen vs againſt the aſſaults of atflitions and 
peeve of {[iri 4 rentations, 1s charity and the true loue of God, for as this is 
WES and the the oyle which maketh vs nimble and aQtiue in obedience, 
j =s loze of God and inthe works of godlineſle; (oallo ir ſuppteth and ſoft- 
| neththe ſwelling tumors of ourcorruptions, wherby Chriſts 
yoke becommeth eaheand his burthenlight,andifthis hea. 
venly flame haucillightned and warmed ourhearts, it will 
{o mitigate and euenextinguiſhche fire of afflitions, thar 
it cannot burne ys, and make it more like a colour or ſha- 
| 4 yas 
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Lib.t. * * "ol | Chap.4; 
Ofthe ſpiritual armour required to the conſult, ; 
dow then any ſubſtance or reall quality; or if wee be ſcore 
chedby it, this heauenly and vitallheac will drawout that 
. whichis earthly, and ſo take away and eaſe vs of all gricſe 
and torment. For it is the nature of loue ro make things 
ſtrange to become familiar, difficult things cafie, and cau- 
ſeth men both to attempr,and alſo happily to atchieue that 
which otherwiſe would ſeeme impoſſible, So that if wee 
loue the Lord,nothing wil be hard vato vs which he enioy- 
acth vs, his will and pleaſure will be the rule of our content- 
ment, and whatſocuer commeth from him for the triall of 
our loue and obedience, we wil take it well at his hands,and 
beareit not onely with patience, but. euen.with gladnefle - 
and reioycing,ſecing wee haue fit occaſion to approoue our 
loue vnto him by theſe rrialls. Againe our loueto God is a 
notable meanes to worke and increaſein vs patience in afflie 
ions, becauſe our loue toward him afſureth vs of his loue 


© \ towards vs,ſfecing our loue is but ſome ſmall refleQion of 


that heauenly heat, and but alittle ſparke of that infinite di- 
uine flame; neither doe we beginne with him, but wee loue 


him,becauſc heloueth v3 firſt, as the Apoſtle.ſpeaketh, Now 1.Iok.4-10.19, 


wholvcuer is thus.afſured of the loue of God towards him, 
he may.alſo with patience beare thoſe crofſes.whiech come 
from him,ſeing they are not the puniſhments of a iuſt iudge, 
bur the chaſtiſe-nencs ofa louing Father , in which hee ay- 
mech not at his hurt and deſtruRion, but atthe berrering of 
his eſtate, and the everlaſting ſaluation ofhis ſoule. Fur- 
thermore this loue worketh patience by giuing vs hope and 
aſſurance of our deliuerance, fecing heereby. we know, 
that God caketh no delight in the rorments of thoſe that 
loue him." And therefore when he hath tffeed his owne 
ood worke in vs,and hath recouered our ſpicituall health. 
by theſe bitter and vnplealant medicines, hee will miniſter 
themnomore vnto vs, but as he can, becauſe his power ne-. 
uer faileth him,ſo hee will, becauſe hisloue neuer faileth vs, 
deliuer-ys in moſt conuenicnt time out of all our troubles,. 
andinthemeanc while will bepreſent with ys, and fo ſup-, 
| port 


Pſal.91.14. 1 5+ 
I6, 


Rom.$.28. 
Matth.7.14. 
ARQ.14.22, 


Lib. I, 
Of the ſpiritual ar monr required tothe confi, 


port vs with his might, that though we be ſometime foyled, 
yet we ſhallneuer bee overcome, And theſe bonds of love, 
whereby God bath voluntarily tyed himſelfe to helpe and 
fuccovr vs, he hath further ſtrengthened by the firong and 
inuiolable cable ofhis truth,promiſing delinerance(to thoſe 
that loue him)out of all their cvills and affli tions; Becauſe 
(faith he) he hath lowed mee, therefore will I deliner him, I will 
exalt him becauſe hee hath knonne my name , hee ſhall call 
vpon me,and I'will heare h'm,I will be with him in trouble, [will 
deliner him and glorifie h:m,with long life will T ſatisfie him,and 
ſpew bim my ſaluation. Or if in his wiſedome hee thinketh ic 
fir rocontinue vpon tuch their crofles and calamities, yet 
ſhall they nothurtchem,but be turned to their good, For he 
hath aſſurcd vs,that all rhings(even troubles and aſfliftions) 
ſoall wor ke together for the beſt unto them that loue God.Final-» 


ly ſeeing afflitions are that narrow way , and ſtraight gate 


which leade vs into Gods preſence,and no man can come 
vnto him,but by the difficult paſſage of trialls and cribulati- 
ons;therefore loue,defiring nothing in compariſon of Gods 
preſence, and fearing nothing ſo much asto bee excluded 
from ir,doth make vs not to reſpect the foulenes of the way, 
by which wee are conduRted tothar faire end of our deſires, 
and to trauell not onely with patience,but alſo with joy in 


this ynpleaſant paſſage, ruſhing through thoſe thornes and 


 briars of troubles,which would ſtop and hinder vs, leaping 


oucr all blocks of difficulties which lye in the way, and run- 
ning reſolucely through fire and water, tortures & torments, 
thicke and thinne, not caring what wee indure and ſuffer, ſo 
we may come vnto God, whom wee ſo deerely loue,and in 
his fruition have fulnefle of joy for evermore, And there- 


fore, if we would beare with caſe this cumberſome burthen . 


of afflitiss,let vs labour after loue, which wil make ic light; 
if we would not be weary in trauelling this foule way, let ys 
chuſe Jone to accompany vs in our journey; and ſo hauing 
the Lord continually for the obie&t of our tight, and haſting 
to enioy him whom we ſo dearelyloue, we {hall not tyre in 

el 99 our 
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Lib. To, E +3» Chap.g. 
Of theſpirituall armour required to the conflift, 

eur traucls, but patiently paſſe all difficulties,and with much 

ioy and comfort come at the length to our iourneies end, 

The ſixth part of oux ſpiricuall armour is true humili- Sed.9. 
tie, by which our patience is ſo notably ſtrengthened 2/*/xtb 
and confirmed, that wee may ſurely conclude , where the ;;;,,y ;mo... 
one is, there is the other, and where there is a great mea- which is true © 
ſure of humilitie, there alſo there is patience In like pro. bmilitie. 
portion, An example whereof wee haue in /ob, who as he 
was 2 paterne of patience, ſoalſo of humilitie: for in ſight 
and (ſenſe of his owne baſecnes, hee (aith r25orruprion, theu Tob.17.14, 
art ny father, and tothe worme, thou art my mother, and ney 
fer. And fo vile he was in his owne cies, when he appea« 
red in Gods preſence , that he abhorred himſelfe, and repey.. chap 412.6. 
red in Auſt andaſhes. So Danid who had fo denyed himſelfe, 
that he was in his owne ſight a flea, a Partrich onthe moun- 
raines, yea, a\worme and no man, in his afflitions was ar 
med with like patience, laying his ha»d vpon his month, be- Ilal.zg,g; 

cauſe Grd had done it, Bur aboue all is theex2mple of our Sa. 

uiour Chriſt, who as hee exceeded all men in humilitie and 

meeknes, ſo alſo in patience; and as being the glorious Son 

of God, equall ro his father, he was content in his humilicy 

to abaſe himſelfe and ro become of no reputation, taking phj1l., 6,- 
vypon him the ſtate of a ſeruant, and ſubmitting himſelfe in Elai $0.6. 7. 
obedience to his father,to the death,yea the ſhameful death ' 

of the croſle; ſo being in this afflition,he as much exceeded 

all ia patience, offering his back to the ſmiter, and his 

checketo the nippers, and with mcekneſſe ſuffering his face 


7  robebuffered, hishead tobe pricked with thornes, his bo. 


dy-to bee whipped, and after crucified, and that when al. 

moſt all ſcorned and derided him, and none pitied himin + 

his miſeries;al which ke ſuffered with meekneſſe, and when . 

he was oppreſſed and afflicted, he opened not his month, but Efa.c3.7, - 

Ww.u brought as a ſhezpe to the ſlaughter, and az aſheepe before 

the ſheerer us dumbe, ſo be opened not his month; and as the A» , ps, 2 Ie 

poſtle ſpeaketh, when hee was reniled, reuled not againes = © 

when he ſuffered, he threatned not, but committed it to _ 
(948 .. 


pezce of our ſþiv 


Of the fpirituall armonr required to the confi, ft, 3 

that indgeth righteonſly, And thereſore if we will learne of 
Chriſt, and imbrace and imitate his mecknefle and humili- 
tie, then will wee alſo with patience take his yoke vpon vs, 
For if wee have an humble conceite of our ſelues,in reſpeR 
not onely of our vilenes and baſcnes, but alſo of our cor- 
xuption and finfulnes): then will we alwaies conclude, that 
our condition, though neuer ſo meane and miſerable, is yet 
better then wee hauec deſcrued; that if wee had our due, wee 
ſhould ſuffcr;farre greater puniſhments ; and thar it # rhe 
great mercy of the Lord that we are not viterly conſumed, as 
Lamen.3.:>, the Church confeſſeth in her greateſt affliions; and this 
will make vs not onely with patience, butalſo with thank- 
fulneſle beare lighter crofſes, when as wee knowe and ac- 
knowledge that we haue iuftly deſerued to have farre hea- 
uier laide vpon vs.” Moreouer, if we be thus humbled in our 
- owne cies, then will we deny our ſelues and all thatisin vs, 
"that God may bee all in all; then will wee ſubmit our wil, 
which is ſubic&ro be miſlead by errrour and ignorance,vn- 
to the will of God, and bee contented in all things robee 
gvided and gouerned by his prouidence, becauſe he is infi- 
nite in wiſedome, and knoweth what is beſt for ys; infinite 
in power, and therefore able to effet what his wiſedome 
ſeeth beſt; and infinite alſo in loue and compaſſion, and 
therefore alwaies ready to bring good vnto vs out of the 
greateſt euil], And this is that which the Apofile requireth, 

namely,that thoſe who ſuffer according ro the wil of God, ſhould | 
£ommt therr ſoules ts bim inwell doing,as vnto a faithfall crea- 
toxr, reſting contented with his good pleaſure, in what ſoener e- 
ftateitss bes will to place and beſtow them; whether it bee 
proſperitic or aduerſitie, healthor ſickneſſe, plentie or po- 
uertie, honour or diſhonour, life or death, - An example 
whereof we haue in Daxid, who in his greateſt extremitie 
ſabmitted himſclfe ro Gods good pleafure : Here I am: (faith 
2, Sa0.1 5.26, he) ler bim doe vnto me as ſeemeth good in his eres, Avalſo in 
iuſt /:b,who being ſpoyled of all his great ſubſtance, -and 
broughttoextreame ponertie, humbled himſclfe and wor- 
| | ſhipped, 


r,Pct.4.19. 


Lib.1. | 45. Chap. 4. 
Of the ſpirituall armour required to the confiult, | 
ſhipped, ſaying, N.hed came I our of my mo:hers wombe, and 
naked ſhall I returne thither, the Lord hath ginen,and the Lord 
hath taken it, bleſſed he the name of the Lord. And againe be- 
ing gricuouſly a{fl: ted with ſores and fickneſk;, andpro- 
uokedro impaticncie by his wife, he ſaith vato her, Thou 
mo hike a fooliſh woman, What, ſhall we receine good at the 

andof God, and ſhall ve not recriue exill? Butaboue all, the 
exampie of our Sauiour Chriſt is tobe propounded vntovs 
for our imitation, who being to ſuffer the curſed and ſhame- 
full death of the croſſe, and the heauic burthen of Gods 
wrath due to our finnes, which his naturall and humane will 
mol feared and abhorred, yetwith all humilicic and pati- 
enceſubmitteth himſelfe co his fathers pleaſure; O my fa- 
ther (ſaizh he) if it be poſſible let this cup paſſe from me; neuer= 
thelefſe, not as 1 will, bur as thou wilt: and againe, O my father, 
if this cup cannot pa(ſe away from me, but chat I muſt drinke it, 


thy willbe done. And if we can thus ſubmir our wills vatothe 


will of God, and re{jgne our bodies, ſoules and (tates ro be 
ordered and diſpoſed of according to his good pleaſure, it 
will exccedingly lighten our burthen, and eaſe our ſmart : 
whercas, if this humilitie be wanting, there will be nothing 
but impatiencie, murmuring and repining, fretting and fu- 
ming, as though our puniſhment were aboue our fault, and 
we ſuffered things farre vnworthie of vs, By which meanes 
the waightof our afflictions is exceedingly aggrauated, for 
Whereas in their owne nature they did onely prefle vs, row 
alto they vex and gaule vs; like the yoke caried by the tub. 
burneand refraQarie oxe, which by his much Rruggling 
fretteth off che skinne, whereas it might be caried with eaſe 
and withouc hurt,if he would goe quietly, ſubmirting him- 
{clfe to his owners pleaſure. Finally, this humilitic where- 
by we deny or ſelues, and, yeeld insllthings varo Gods 
good will, is moltneceflary forthe time of affliction, nor 
onelyasa meanes to confirme our patience, whileſt the hand 
of God is vpon vs,b.1t allo co free vsfromall our crofles aad 
calamitics; tor aboue all other fines the Lord like a wiſe 

| iather 


SR 
Of the ſpiritnall armonr required to the conflilt, 
father correReth in his children their pride and flubbore 


Lib.r. 


nefle, and although other offences may be the cauſes moo. ' 


uving him to chaſtize them, yer if with meekneſle and quiet= 
nefle of ſpirit, they ſubmit themſclues in all hunvilitic vnder 
his chaſtizing hand, he wilin tender compaſſion ſpare them, 
and wot deale with them according to their ſinnes, nor reward 
them according to their iniquities:Whereas if they ſhew thcm= 
ſclues{iubborne and rebellious,proud and impatient, what 
ſoeuer their taults be, which were the occaſion of their cor- 
reion, hee will in-this caſe lay on loade and nor ſpare, till 
he haue broken and pulled downe their ſtomacks, brought 
them vpon their knees, and haue cauſed them ro ſubmic 
themſclues with all humilitieand meeknefle vnto his good 
will andpleaſure.Which when he hath effected, then he wil 
ſpare vsas a loving father ſpareth his oncely ſonne, and be- 
ing humbled, he will not onely ceaſe correCting vs, bur alſo 
receive ys into his former fauour, and ſet his face ypon vs 
for good and not for euill. So the Lord faith, char he rakerh 
delight to dwell with him, that # of an bumble and contrite ſpirit, 
to reuine the humble, andtogine life to them that are of a con» 
trite heart, and that when his children are thus broken and 
humbled, hewill not contend with them for ener, nor bealwaies 
wreth, for ſo the ſpirit ſhould faile before him : but vpon this 
humiliation hee will bee reconciled, exalt them who are 
thus abaſed, and take them vp in his armes of mercic and 
compaſſion, who hauecaſt themſelues downe,acknowledg- 
ing ther faules, and craving pardon, as we may fee inthe ex+ 
ample of the prodigall ſonre. 

d Sef.7. The ſeaucnth part of our Chriftian armour, ro ſti engthen 
of the ſeauenth vs againſt the afſaulcs of afiliction, is vnfained repentance 
peece of ſpir11ual fox our finnes, even an hearty ſorrow for our finnes paſt, in 
nn ; >< thisreſpect, becauſe by them we have diſhonoured and di(- 
- _—_ "1ng Pleaſed our gracious 50d and mercifull father,atrue hatred 
g thereby we Of them both in regard of their owne vglineſle, aud alſo of 
are preſerved the bitter fruites of miſery and afflition which ſpring from 
from aff16408, them; and a fiedfaſt purpoſe of heart to leaue and forſake 


them 


Plal.103.10, 


Eſa.57.16.17. 


. Chap.4. , 


IM 


is ” 47s Chap.4. 
Of the ſpiritnall armour required to the conflift. 


them for the time to come,and to ſerue the Lord in the con- 
tracy duties of holinefſe and rightcouſneſle,all che remain=- 


our repentance as we renew our finnes, then ſhall we there- 
by molt aſfuredly exther prevent cheſe affltions,ard keepe 
them from falling vpor vs, or bedeluered from them, it al- 
227 readytney bermpoled,or finally beare them with ſuch pati- 
2Z ence and comforr,that they ſhal be vnto vs not only harme. 


2% leffe, but even good and profitable. Concerning the firſt, 


the Lord giveth vsa generall rule for the expound1og of all 
his threatnings, that they are alwaies co be vaderſtood vp. 
on the condicton of impenicency, and our perieuerance in 
finne; namely that if we goc forward in our wickednes,and 
will not be reclaimed by theſe threats, then the judgements 
threatneh ſhall ſarely bee inflicted; bur if wee forlake our 
fine, andgurne vnto the Lord by vafained repentance,then 
this obligation of threarning, binding vs to ſatisfie Gods 
juſtice by ſuffering puniſhment, is made voide and cancel- 
led. So alſo the ſame rule isgiuen for the expounding of 
Gods promiſes, namely, that if wee continue to feare and 
ſerue him, they ſhall bee made good vnto vs; birt if like 
wandering Planers, we retrograde in the wayes of godii. 
neſſe,and ſide back into our former courſe of wickedneife, 
then alio this bond aſſuring vs of Gods bleſſings, is made 
fru{?r2re and of no vertue vnto vs, becauſe the condition 
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ZZ thereof 1snot obſerued, Ofthisthe Prophet ſmmzs icemeth 


Z tohaue beene forgertull, which maketh him ſv much our of 
XZ pauence, becauſe Niniueh was not deftroied, according to 

2 thc outward letter of his threatning; whereas Gods cruth. 
2.14 cheir preiervation and deliverance , might well tand 

= both together, ſeeing this threatning was not abſ»Jute but 

= conditvrall, and they made ic voide by their pubitcke arid 

* ſolzmne hu-niliation and repentance, Bur the Loxd plain} 


ſnddenly againit a nd'inm, or agamſt a Kingdome 10pluck it vp, 
44 10 roo8e it OHt, and To deſtroy it; bus if this nation again(þ 
| whons 
) 


der of our lives, For if we doe thus begin, and often renew - 


p 


= expreſleth it by his Propher /eromie: 7 Will (laith he) fpeate Ter.18.7.8.9, 


yer[l.1r, 


Jer. 4.4. 


chap.26.13. 


Dan. 4.24. 


= 
1 


Lib.r. 43. 
Of the ſpiritual armour required to the confi, 


whom I haue pronounced turne from their wickedneſſe, I will re. 
pent of the planuethat [ thought to bring trporihem, eArnd I 
will ſþeake ſuddenly concerning anation, and concerning a king. 
dome, to build it, andtoplant it; but rf it doe ewill ir: my /iehr, 
and heare wot my voice, 1 will repent of the good that] theaght 
ro doe for them, And hecreupon he calleth the pecple of the 
Jewes to repentance, that ſo they might eſcape his judg. 
ments in the ſame place threatned againſt.them. Speake 
thou therefore (faith he) v1ro 1h: men of Judah, ard to the in- 
habitants of Ternſalem, ſzyivg, thu ſaith the Lord, Behold, [ 
prepare a plagne for you, and prrpoſe a thing cgamſt you: ye» 
rurne you therefore exery one from bu emllvay, and make your 
wates and your workes good, Soelfe where to the ſamepur. 
poſe : Breake vp (faith he) your fallow gronna, ard cwe nor a= 
mong thornes, be Circumcieed to the Lord, and tak» aYvay the 
fore- hin of your hearts, ye men of [udah & mhabuants of Ieru- 
falem, left my wrath come forth lhe fire, and burne that none 
can quench ir becauſe of the wicheaneſſe of your muentions. And 
againc: Geeard cry theſe words rowards ihe north, and ſay, 
thou drſobedient Iſrael returne, ſaith the Lord, and I'\vill not 
let my wrath fall vpon you, cc. And in another place : Now 
therefore amend your wates, and your varkes, and heare the 
woice of the Lord your God, that the Lord may repent him of 
the plagur, that he hath pronounced againſt you, So when by 
a dreame the Lord had threatned againft Vabmrhadnezar 
a fearfull indgement for his Idolatrie, pride and crueltic, 


The Prophet Dane! counſaileth him, ro breake off his frinnes 


| byrighteouſneſſe, and hu iniquities by mercy towards the poore, 


thar this might be an healing of his errour, Yea ſopowerfully 
doth our repentance prevaile with God, forthe with-hou!d- 
ivg of histhreatned puniſhments, that eucn after ſentence 
of condemnation js pronounced, execution begunnc, and 
Gods meſſengers and ſergeants are ſent outaJreagiefor the 
atraching of finners with his judgements; thoſe who hane 
vnfaincdly repented of their finnes, have a proteon from 


God, and being intertained for his ſcruants, and made | 


knowen 


oy 


Chap.4.. 
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O fibe ſpiritnall armour req wired to the conflift. 
knowne ſo to be, by his livery and cognizance, areprivui- 
ledged from'this general! arrelt;andexempted from having 
any part in theſe common ex/amities. So the Lord inten- 
ding to bring deftruQtion vpon the inhabitants of Teruſa- 
lem, commandeth his Angel ro goe through the midſt of the 


citte, exen through the middeſt of leruſalem, and to ſet a marke Ezech,g.4.5.6 


vpon the forcheads of them, that mourned ard cried ont for all 
the abominations that be done in the midadeſt thereof, And to 
the other Angels, the miniſters of his wrath and vengeance 
he faid, Goe after him through the citie and ſmire; let your eie 
ſpare none, neither hane-pittie : deſtroy viterly the o/d and the 
the young, the maids, and the ichildren, and the women, but . 
touch no man vpon whom ts the marks, and begin at my San- 


Cluarie, 


By all which ir appeareth,:that vnfained repentance is a d Sed. 11. 
notable meanes for the preuenting of Gods judgements, That repentance 


and theeſcaping of thoſe affliQtions, which our finnes haue 


and humilitic lay them open by confeſſion before God; the 
Lord will lay open our ſhame by our fearefull puniſhments 
before men. And finally,if we do not by vnfained repecance 
take vpon our ſelues an holy revenge, that God may be glo- 
rified; Gods anger wil wax hot,and he wil glorific his owne 
name by manifeſting his iuftice.in ovr confuſion, Forſinne 
Geſerueth angerand iudgment, andanger'ahd judgment 
ic wil have, cither fromour ſclues,orelſe from God; neither 
need we to feare that we ſhall haue them fromboth, ſeeing 
our condemning and puniſhing of our ſelues;*by vnfained: 
ſorrow for our offences, doth make vs ſtandsbfolued and 
acquitted before the tribunal of Gods iudgment,But asre- 
pentance is 2 preſervative tokeepevs fromtheraintureand 
infcRion of miſcries: {o being fallen vnto them;iris a fin- 


. , — 
deſeruedly drawne vpon vs. Whereas if we continuein im-,,.,,,\1, P 


penirencie, wee ſhall inflame Gods wrath againſt vs; if wee feed out of 
{ benot offended with our ſelves for out fins, wee ſhall make affidions. 

© Codoffendedwith vs, if wee will not iudge our ſelues,wee 
-> ſhall noteſcape Gods judgements; if wedoe not in ſorrow 


: c 
s HT 


[1 


= 


£ | CoA 2 $i hand RL! 2 ks, +. 
. , . Of the fpirityall armour required totheconflift, 
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gular antidpte ro expeli,this poyſon, and arefiorgtiveto re. 
co1er vs yiito.eur former efiate and condition, And as the 
Li rd is-rcady vpon- our; true repentance to pull back his 
judgements,» henthey are ready to ſeaze vpon vs; ſobeing 


plunged into them, he is as ready to pull vs from them, as | 


them trom-ys, if now at. the laſt with penitent and contrite 

| hearts we humble our ſelues before him, imploring mercy 
IS and forgiuenc fic. For as the Lord is ſlow to anger, lo when 
lec.3.13, he is prouoked, be will not al. vdies chide,or keepe hu anger for 
exer. And ofthis we haue continuall experience in the peo« 

ple of liracl inthe time. of the Judges and Kings, who no 
ſooner repented of theit finnes, butthe Lord preſently for- 
gauethem, and eaſed themoftheir affiGions, And our Sa- 
Lucet5;5 wiour bath letc a perpetuall prefident of it in the prodigall 
\ 1 ſonne, whom his father ypon his converſion and humilia- 

- tion received intg his fauour,comforted himin his diftreſſe, 

\_” and relecucd. all his wants,” With. theſe cxamples agree 

-  plaine places of Scripture: for thus the Lord jnuiteth his 
people of che Iewes vato repentance, that he, might deliver 

them out of all their calamytics, into which chey were plyn- 

ſer.z.2z _gedby.reafonoftheir fumes, O.ye diſobedient children (taith 
| he) verarne and! willheale your xebellons. So bythe. Prophet 
Ezech.1%.zo, -Exechiel he willeth the people to rerurne from thetr rranſe 
32. -greſſions, thar ſomiquuy wicht not be their deſtruttion, pro« 
teſting vnto them, thr be de/ired not the death of him that aye 

.eth, pur ratber that they ſhouldreturne angle. And when as 

the peoplechipyght,it roo late coreturne, becauſe npt onely 

the ſentence was paſſed out. of Gods mouth, whereby they 

were adiudged to pyniſhment, but execution alſo was al« 

xeady begunz tor ſothey ſay, /f our tranſgreſſions and our 

Ezech. 33, 10. ſinnes. be ypon vs, and we are conſumed becauſe of them, bow 
3he. - ſhouldwe thang? The Lordraturneth this comfoxtable an- 
ſwere by the Prophet: Say 110 them, as 1 line, ſarthihe Loyd 

' God, 1 defixe net the deathof the withea, but that he turne from 

bis way and hiye<Tynrne 201, turne you from your enillwaies, for 

why will je die, O je hunſe of{ſracl? And as this well becom- 
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meth - 
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Lib.1.,. Sto Pq. 
*.* - Of the ſpiritual armonr required unto the conflift” 
meth the infinite mercy and goodnefſe of God, fo it alſoa* 
preeth with the rule of reaſon, thar where the cauſcis ra« 
ken away, there rhe cff-& alſo muſt needs ceaſe, For our 
fines are the cauſes of our afflictions, as appeareth by the 
wordsof the Apoſtle; where having ſhened how the Co-. 
rinchizns ſinned iy vnworthy receiving 6! the Saciament, he' 
addeth, for thes cauſe many are werk: and fick among you,and 'x.Cor.11.31, 
many ſleepe, And ſothe comtinvivg and multiplying of our 
finnes, is the cauſe which moaueth the Lord ro continue 
and multiple 'our atfh tions; for'if tiotw.ithſftanding his 
meeregentle thattizements we will not obey him bur walks ir a6 t 
againſt him ſIubbornty, then (as he hath threatned) he will I < : 
walke fubbornely m his anger agamſt vs, and will alſo chiſtize 
vs ſeauen times more according to our ſinnes;tor when he hath 
begun, he alſo will make an end, either for our converſion and 
&X , rctormarton; or our confirfion and deftruQtion, 25 hee ſaith 
» 3 toEl, Whence we may inferre;thar as fin i5'the cauſe which 
* *Z mooueth the Lord to inflict and continue his correQtions 
 Z vyponv5; fo the leauing and forſaking of theſe finnes will 
; mooue him to pardon vs and grant deliverance, 
"I And thus derh, repentance vſualty through the , Sef:12 
| FP. ns }. ;$*. + . » 
FF mercyof God,free an deliver vsfromthole affli tions and Th: repentaxes 
3 m\ſenies,into which finne plungeth'vs: 'But if the:Lord for bringeth unts 
3 Hi onneglory, our triall, and the excerciſe and increaſe of vs fnglar iop 
Z this graces in'vs, doth after our true repentance, ſuffer fill the andcon for: if | 
ZZ thecrifleto lye vpon vs; yetare wetoeaſedai d ftrengthe. * #11 remame 
Re; - | | | 1.0...» Tader tbe croſſes 
ned hereby,that we beare his chaſtZements nor one Iy with 
. patience and peace, bur alſo with joy ard comfort. For then 
wee ate reacy to ſwike vnder our burthen, whenvntothe 
waiyht ofour afflictions is added the intollerable waight of 
finne, and of thearath of God which doth accompame it; 
and then we faint ynder the cafieft loade,when we are wene 
kened with felfe-puritinf8, and confider that the 'finnes 
which we nouriſh in our boſomes and arc loath to leauer, 
acethe cauſes of all our miſerics, But when we hae coſt away 
 #erg thing that preſſeth aowne, _ the ſine that hangeih fa#F 
OAVs aids Þ. 5þ14 * HY C 1 ef 4 QIGE 501 0” 


|Lib.r. .., Ss ar Ns M4. 

'Of th: foirituall ermenr required to the conflif?. < 
on, when wee haue vuburthened our ſclues of.our owne 
Joade, and beare onely that which God hath impoſed, then 
ſhall wee truely finde that ovr afſi:et:ons are bur light, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, and that when wee are mot prefſed with 
2.Cor.4.!7+ them, wee may cuen rrnne.wub patience the race which is {et 
before vs, Now repentance doth take away all our finne, not 


'Heb.12 1. 


by neerir, but through Gods mercy and his gracious and- 


free promiſes made vnto it; and maketh vs to appeare in- 
noccent, 35 though theſe ſfinnes had beene neuer commited 
by vs; and conſequently it plucketh out of our afflitions 
tliis ſting of {inne,and of Gods anger due ynro it, it waketh 
them to become harmelefle vnto vs, fo that like the Serpent 
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without'a ſting, they may feare vs with their hiſſing, bur 


cannot hurt vs with their biting : Neither (as one ſaith) cas 


Nulla mihins. adaer(itie harme v41,if iniquity lik; a tyrant dee not remne ower. 


ceh:t ad .erfitas, vs, For if-we haue truely repented vs of our finnes, then are 
fimibi =-1ado- ye aſſured by Gods infallible truth, that they are pardoned 
_— me andquiteblorted out of his remembrance; that we are now 
| = po ee reconciled vnto him, and of enemies, are become ſervants 
}k5.2.cap.zo, and children; that, now there is not onely peace betweene 
1.Cor.11.31. ' vs, but cuen loue and amity, And that therefore the affliRi. 


ons we beare, arenotthe fruires of enimitie and wrath for 


our deſtruction, but trials, whereby our gracious father 


rooueth and approucth our loue & obedience; and where. 
a our captaine and great commander trieth our valour,our 
$kill in the Chriſtian warfare, and the goodneſle of thofe 
fpirituall weapons and armour, w herewith he hath firred yg 
againlt the day of battell, From which affurance of peace 
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and amitic with God, ariſettpeace of conſcience, which þ 
doth exceedingly comfort and firegthen vs in al atfliftions, | 


pouertic and impriſonment, .greefes atd-lickneſles; yea &n 
ucn inthe agonie of death ir ſelfe, as our Sauiour implyeth 
Match.. 3. inthat ſpeach tothe ſick of the pallie;S9» be of good comfory, 
thy for ſinnes are forginen thee. Finally,this peace with God, 


andpeace ofconſcience, which followeth erve repentance, © | 


3s alſo. accompanied with: joy in the holy Ghoſt, whereby 
. © Wo 


Lib.r. 53 Chap. 
Of the fpirituall armour required to the conflitt., 
we rcioyce in Gods mercy andthe aſſurance of our lajuni- 
on,noc onely in profperity,but alfo in acue1 fity and rribula- 
tion, as the Apolile ſpeaketh. The conſideration whereof Rom.g.3. 
ſhould make vs earnclily indeucur and labour in the pra- 
&tiſe ofrepentance; and not to be diſcouraged with the pre- 
ſenc birterneſſe and vnplealantnes which wee feele init;ſee- 
ing wee ſhall find, that (as one fai:1.)thele reares are full of 
ioy, and this mourning the mater ot our mirth ; and there- 
fore let vs greeue with this grecte which is the mother of 
reioycing. & not rejoyce with that ivy which is the parent ruined !1- 
of heauines;ler vs poure outthele teares whichare the ſeeds chymenutia, 
of plesſure, & not laugh with that laughter, which ſhall end /#7* fone leite 
in wailing and gnaſhing of teeth;ler vs (as the Apoltle ſpea- mea. 
keth)repext with rhat repentance Which 13 nener 16 be repented materia, exc. 
of, and not inibrace the ioyes of the impenitevt, which ſhall «hr:ſof.Lomil, 
be accompanied with eternalli ſorrow & lamentation. Ard «49:66, 
becauſe we haue it not at our owne becke, let vs becgeit of 
God, and fecing in our corretions wee behave our ſelues 
I:ke v#ramed calves, Which are not hurt ſomuch with the 
waight of the yoke,as with their owne/firugling and impa- Ter.z1.28, 
2X tience,ler vspray carneſily with the.Church; Courneri ther | 
XZ mend! frallbe connerted,for thou art the Lord my Ged, . 
The laſt part of armour which we muſt prouice & put on, & [FRY 
is a good conſciznce,by which the hart is defended agairit / yr is TEA 
the aſſaults of afflition;ſo that though the outward parts, as ,,,,, n Fo Gy. 
ic were the vtmoſt ſconces and forts,be battered and bearer yiu oll armoyr, 
.downe with crofles and calamities, yetſo long as this bul- which is a goed 
warke remaineth ſound and ſtrong, it will ſo defend the ca. (0P/c:cncts 
ſtle of the heart, that it willneuer bee ſurprized and ſacked, 
nor be cowardly ycelded vp vnto our ſpirituallenemics. And 
this good coſcience the Apoſtle requircth in thoſe who wil 
profefle the faith of Chrift, & ſuffer for their profe.flior; be- 
caule(as be addeth)is # betrer if the wii of Ged bee ſo; that we 
ſuffer tor wel doing thex for enill doing, Now y we way obtaine 
this,there is required not onely that we labour ro keepe opr 1.Per.3.16.27s 
conſcience cleere towards men, by leading a ſporieſke and 
A E 3 vo- 
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Lib.1, 54 | Chap. 4, 
Of th: foirituall armour required to the confliit. 
vnbhmeablelife buralſotowards God, by dooing all good 
dries in fryplicity and fincerity ot heart; and that as much 
as in vsliecth we nouriſh in vs innocency, and bee faultletſe 
and ynrebukeablezas allo that we adorne our ſoules and bu- 
dies with all vertu= and piety ; for this 1s the chiete meanes 
of certing and retaining xgood conſcience, when as wee 
keepe it cleere and vnſpotted of finne. Buc if through frailtie 
and infirmity,we haue defiledour conſctences with the filth 
of fin and wickednes, then in the next place we mutt lobour 
topurge and cleanſe them, waſhing out theleſpocs & Raines 
with the pretious bloud of Chriſt applyed by taith, and by 
the teares of vafained repentance, iſſuing from the fountaine 
ofa contrite heart;for by faith our fins are not impured vnto 
vs.and by repentance (as I have ſaid) they are ſo done away, 
 -andquite blotted out of Gods remen brance, as ifthey had 
: neuer beene committed by vs, And this is the meanes to gee 
4nd preſerue a good conſciefce, which when we have attaj- 
ned vnto,it will ſerue as a brazen wall againſt all the aſſaults 
calamitatibus Of affliction, and'ſo ftrengthen and contirme our patience; 
maximument that we ſhall not finke norfaint in the greateſt troubles;nei- 
ſolatium.Cr2tor ther can(as one faith) tribulation, rrechery and treaſon, nor 
apud Plutarch. ,-,y thing etfe,deiet and cali downea godly mind thus ar- 
de conſol aq A- - © DO, LS J > wt | 
polloniumr: med & defended. But asa ſpark or fiery colefalling into wa- 
chryſo#t. ad pop. tEr,is preſently extinguiſhed: tothe heat and excefle of all 
Autioch;Hom:l. ſorrow and greefe is cooled and qnenchgd; when itbefalleth 
_ him, who hath a good conſcience, And ghertore if we would 
*haue patience in rhe time oftronble apd affliction, ler vs: 
| new*4 our conſciences cleare 'and vnipgtred from finne, and 
_ adorne our ſelues with all grace andfodlines, for other ver- 
. tues and patience are inſeparable companions ; which al. 
Wwaies accompany the one the other; & therfore the Apoſtle 
linketh them together; [opxe(faith he) vertnewith your faith 
2.Per.1.6, ardwithvertue knowleape,ind with br, orvleadge temperance,and 
with temperancepatience,and:vnh patience godlines,c5c,For if 
We haue our ſoulesadorned with theſe vertues and graces, 
and bring fotghthe fiuits of new obedience, ir is anorable 
| : meanes 


wacare culpain 
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_ comforthimſelte and ftrengthen his faith , hope, and pati- 


Lib... "_=_ "Chap'4: 
Of the ſpirituall ermour required to the conflitt, . 


meanestoconfirme our faith and hope in God for helpe and 
dcliuerance, according to that ; twrne 1hon r0thy Goa, keepe,, - 
mercy and indgement.and hepe ſiullin thy God; and being aſl. * * * 
ſured heeteof,we doe with patience Weite Gads leiſure fot 
the accompliſhment of his promites, And this:appeareth in 
the examples of Gods ſaints;for thus doth /ebin his greateſ} 
extremity comfort himſelfe,and trengthen his patience, by 
calling to minde his diligence and vprightneſſe of heart in 
the ſeruice of God; which-Sachan knew well enovgh , and 
therefore ſought to diſarme him of this helpe,and toplucke 
from him thi Ray of his patience, whileſt hee vicd his wife 
and three friends as his inſtruinents, ro convince him of hy» ' 
pocrific and impiety againſt God. And.thus doth Ezechras 


lob, Io 


ence,by calling ro minde his-irregrity of heart in Gods fer- 

uice; / beſeech thee O Lora(ſaith he)remembernoW,how | haxe 

walked before thee m truth, and with aperfett hart, and hancEſ».38.3. 

done that which was goodin thy ſight, And fo Dani doth ys 

ſually comfort himſelfe, and confirme his paticnce, byre- 

membring his innocency, and fincerity in:the performance 

of all good duties both rowards God and: his neighbours, 

as appeareth in many places of the Ptalmes. But contrariwiſe 

where the conſcience is defiled and ſtsyned with fin; there 

is nothing but impaciepcy, murmuring and repining , be- 

cauſe ſc}fe- guilrineſſe maketh them chat are atf1Qcd to con- 

ccive of God as of their enemy , and that the miſcries they 
{ſuffer are tlie puniſhments of a revenging iudge,and not the 
chaſt:ſements of a louing Father.So that an euill conlcience 

maketh the ſmallek; & lighteſt atflictions great and intole- . 

rablc ; becauſc it ſe}fe beeing moſiheauy and buithenſome, _ 
doth adde exceeding _ to thisfonl of the crofle, prel- — 
ſing. the bearer downe, hke water in teaden-veſtels, which rare anime. 
would bee carried with eaſe in leather orweod, To this 34#: 07 maior 

urpole one ſaith, that among all cribulationsandhumane 777 9 en ., 

Frlakon; there-is none greater then a conttienceburthened*,5,4 ma Ge x 
with hane ; for if a man benoes wounded in cooſyience,, but in 6/2/.45.7.8. 

TI ws E 4 whole 


ib.r. 56 Chap.4. 
Of the ſpirituall armour required ts the conflift, 

whole and found within ; when hee ſuffereth any ovut- 
_ } ward affligion , hee willl flye thither, andrthere hee will 
finde his God; but if there bee no peace there, becauſe 
God will not beewhere iniquity aboundeth , what ſhall a 
manthendoc,and whetker ſhall hee flye when hee ſuffereth 
tribulation, ſeeing whetherſceuer hee goeth, this cnemy 
will purſue and tormenthim ? In which reſpeAhee compa» 
reth in the ſame place an cuil conſcience to aprece of wood 
rotten at the heart, which though it may make aſaire ſhew 
en the outſide whilctt it is vntouched and vatryed, yetifir 
bee put into the building,it indureth not when it beareth a« 
ny waight;-orif it betouched withthe axe or wedge, it cafi. 
ly flyeth into fitters, and diſcouercth it inward rotrenneſſe, 
| Whereas a good conſcience which maketh ourwardly no 
great ſhew nor flouriſh; is like apecce of timber, which 
though ir be rotten on the ourfide in the ſappie parts, yer is 
\ ſound atthe heart, and appeareth better the moreitis tried, 
and ſtrongly beareth the greateſt waight that lyeth vpon 
it.'Let this therefore be our care, that havivg our conſcien: 
ce3cleare we doe not ſuffer as.cuiil doers, but Jets cyther 
retaine our innocency.whileſt wee haue it, of regayne it, 
when we haucloſt it,by true repentance; fora good conſci- 
ence bringeth comfort,and comfort patience in affliions; 
whereas there can be no conſolation, where there is guilti + 
neſſe of ill deferuing, and without comfortnothing but im» 
patiency,ſhame and horror.of minde, as'the Apolile imply. 
cth, where he exhorteth that none of the faithful ſuffer as 4 
1.Pet.4.15-16. m1urtherer, or as a theefe,or anenill deer,or as a buſie body ing 
Noa qualia ſed (hey mens matters; but that if any ſuffered 45a Chriſtian, hee 
| —nt.no ee foould not bee aſhamed but glorifie God in this behalſe, Or 
AuguPtdecivit, rhoughtnen could ſhew patience intheir ſufferings for their 
Dei, faults, it were not wotthy,coTendations,neither is it much 
tobe reſpeRted what is ſuffered, but who iris, and for what 
he ſuffereth, And this the ApoRle elſewhere ſheweth,. This 
(faith he) ;/91hankswortby if a wan for conſciente towards God, 
indare greeſe,ſuſſering wrongfully: For what praiſe t.11ggf mben 
20199 bk. .yee 


Lib:21. '$7 Chapi4; 
Of the ſpiritiiallarmovur required ts the confl:tt,. 

ye be buſſeted for your faults ye takeit patiently? but if when you PID 

dowell, you ſuffer wrong , andiakent patiently th<5 15 accepta- LI CLE TOON 

ble vnto God , as appearcth, in- the: example of Chriſt, «ho 

beeing moſt innocent , was alſo moſt patient, not reve/emg 

when he wits reniled,nor threatning when he ſuſſered; but rom» 

mitting all ohm who iudgeth righteouſly. And with the Apo- 

Rle accordeth a worthy Father, ſaying : that the patiznce of 

theſe men who ſuffer in a bad cauic,and for their demerits,is PO 

rather co be admired then commended;,yea.in truth neyiher as wen m bis | 

to bee.admired nor commended , becauſe itis no truc pati- acts Kew 1 - 
na p , i4'eſt pormus qu 

enccatall; rathertheirftupid ſenſleivefle is robe admiied; 1{a:dajatien- 

but that they haucany tru? patience,jt is vtterly-tobe deni- !19,;mo nec mi. 


ed: ncither 15 there heere any thing which deſervethto bee randa nec lars 
danda,que nulla 


com:nended, nor profitably Lo. beo, imitated and ivtoreed; of ful nine 
yea much moreiuſtly may wee.judec.lucha mind worthio q,1;;a, regards 
greater puniſhaient, being vitious & wicked,hy how mugly paricntia. Aug, 
the more it hateth tgiinlicumenc and meancs of. reclaiming, de patient /b, 
it to vertue, And againe hee afticyeth char patience is the 57-5 . —_ 
companion of true wiſedome , andnot the {lauc of luſt and ft japientiogmm 


concupiſcence, the friend of a good conſcience, and notthe. famulaconcs miſe 
enemy of innocencie. And'therefore when you ſec a;may centie;arica bo- 
ſufferany thing with courage and quietneſſe,doe not forth 4 7* £0njcimntte 


with commend bis patience, which nothing ſhewerh and 797 mica ine 

: +1 nocentie, ab. 
approuech,but onely the cauſe of ſuffering ; tor then onely | 
our-patience is true, when our cauſe is good , and diſcerned 
from that which is falſe and counterfair, whea itis. noe defi, 


led with the corruption of concupiſcence,&c.. 


Libr, | 


$ Ser. 
The firs rule, 
that we bedili- 
gent in the fiu- 


dy and medita- 7, 


tion of Gods 
word, 


Certains rules to be obſerned m our conflitt with affliftions. 


—_—_——— 


Of the rules and cantions,n-hich are to bee obſerned in onr pre- 
' paration unto the conflitt with afflift:oas, 


Nd thus much concerning the ſpirituall: ar- 

BED mourof Gods graces : Now we are to ſpeak 
We ) & learned and obſerved, tor the well managing 
4/48 of cur ſpirituall weapons, and the better de4 
© 3:0 958 of our ſpirituall weapons, and the better de4 
meaning of our ſelues in this conflict of ten« 


FT 2 of the rules and cautions, which are to bee 
2] 
C; 


. © tarions, tharthereby our patience way bee confirmed, and 


oy wee inable#ts endure-the encounter of affliftons with! afſu 
red hope of 4 triumphant vitory. And firt we mt before 


the day of battel,carefully & diligentlytſe all good meanes 
ordained by God, for the furnſhi#&*8four ſoules with all 
thoſe ſaving graces before fpokenof , whichare that ſpiritu- 
a}{ armour ot proofe, whereby wee are defended againſt the 


#ſfaules of affliQtions. And cheefly and principally wee mult 


Pſalm, 119.92. 


heare;medirate,and findy inthe worde of God with all dili- Þ 
.gence,as being aneſpeciallmeanes to comfort and vpholde 
Ys in all our troubles and tria!ls, without the helpe whereof, 
1 is not poſſible for' vs toftar in the day oftencation, And 
this Dara found by-his dixie experience ,expreſly contlue 
ding,that excerpt Gods la'v had beene his delight he ſhould have 
periſhed inhti affli:tr9:tfor the word of God isthe ſvord of the 
ſpirit, whereby wee defend our ſclues, repell all the furie of 
our ſpirituall enemies, and obtaine viftory over them in the 
day uf bartaile ; itis our /oulerarmorte, whereit! are ftored 
alkour wea»onsand munition, which we mult vſc in thi: ſpie 
ritual confli& it is our /ghr to guide vsin this hard paſſage; 
our :hy:d to lead vs out ofthis labyrinth of croubles; our 
ch 1rd an4compaſſe to dire in this ſea of miſeries vnto the 
happy hauen of our cteraall reft. In it alone is contained the 
Art 


d) 


of thoſe pumithments, which by our finnes wee haue deſer- 


| Certaine rites to be obſerned wanr conflict with affi:ftions, 


- Aft of tur Chriſtianwer{are ,.aud the ſummepvf our military 


diſcipline , which injtrutech vs. row -wee mutt order qur 
forces, and how we muft march, when we muſt aſſault the 
enemy, and when we muſt decline andauoid his force and 
fucie, Iris our Caprar:both tocondutt and affilt vs in this 


_ fightottentations, and our chiefe encqurager.in bearing the 


b:unt of thebatcell, whileſtir offere:hvaco vs the wages of 
our warfare, and holdeth out the .crowne of victory to 


thoſe, who valiantly ouercome: it15 the food by which wee 


are nouriſhed, ſtrengthened and made !icarty ro indure the 
encounter,and wherebywe are refreſhed and cheared when 


PF. 


we are faint and weary; it1s0ur Second and ſuccour,which ' 


rayſeth vs when weae tallen and fayled; yea and (as Danid 
fath of it) our quicker and reniner,whengweegre wounded 
to death; it is Qur 597 in all forrowes,and our delight not og- 
ly when wee luc in all worldlyproſpcrity , but (as hee alfo 
ſpeaketh) when rranble and anguiſhare come vpon vs; & that 
ref eſhing honys vhich if weraſte by a lively faith.we (hail 
therby be 1nablcd to beare al aſſaults,and haue our {trength 
renewed not onely to withſtand, but aifo to purſue the ene- 
mies of our ſajuation, Finally it is our cheefe comforter in all 
our milcriesandaifl; ions,as Daxidfound by goud experi. 
ence,whileſt it teacheth vs, that all ourcrofles and calami+ 
ties doe come from God,as the chafiizemenivofa gratious 
Father,and are ſo ordered and difpoted by his wiſe andpows- 
erfull providence, that they ſhail. all read to, our ſpirituall 
good, the 1nriching of our foules in this life with all ſaving 
graces, and the furthering and increaling of out heauenhe 
happines inthe life to come, . 
A lecond and molt eſpeciall meanes, which we muſt dili- 
oently vie.chat we may bee ſtrengthened agaiolithe day of 
atfiction,is frequent and feruent prayer, even an humble 
confeſſion of tinne;and an acknowledgement, that all Gods 


Pſal.119.25.50 


Verſ 143, 


d. Se7.2, 


The [cond tle 
is,that wc i c fes 
quent and ſer- 


fearetul plagues and puniſhments are deſeruedly due vato uct iz prayer, 


vs,2 deſire of pardon 1n and for Ieſus Chrift,and deprecation 


ued 


Pro.13.13. 
1.lohn.1.9, 


Luke.15. 


'Math-7.7. 
Plalm.50.15. 


Lib: Is ; q 60 | 
 Certaine rules to be ob[erned in our conflid with «ffirftions, 


wed ; or finallyif ir pleaſe the Lord eyther for our-triall,or . 
chai{lizemenr,to lay affi:tion-and the crofle vpen vs, that | 


Chaps, | 


then it wilalſo pleaſe himfo to arme-ys with ſaith, paticnce, | 


and all other ſan&ifying andſauing graces, that wee may 
with meckenes an&-comfore, beare whatſoever he ſhall lay 


-ypon vs;come morepureand approued out of this ficry fur- 


: nace;find our ſclues bettered and amended, more firengthe. 
ned in grace andalgoodnes,and breught neerer ynto God, 


bothin reipeR of the illumination of our minds,and there> 
formation of all our courſes in our lives and converſations, : 
For if we thus humbly and penitently acknowledge & con- i 
fefſe our linnes,ard earneſtly endeuour to Jeave and torſake 


them, we ſhall haue'mercy, andfinde the Eord fairthfull ro 
forgiue them. If we thus lay them open, the Lord is ready 


.to.couer them, if we condemne and adiudge our ſclues to 
- puniſhment, he witbe ready to ablolue and acquir vs,if with 
the prodigal we proſtrate cur ſeluegat his ſeete,as not wor- 


thy to behold his face, he will imbrace vs with the armesof 
Pitty and compaſſion ; and if wee-confefſe inregard of our 
demerits,that the place of a ſcruant is too good for vs, he wil 
receiue-vs intothe place of Sonnes, .pardon all that is paſt, 
-and not thinke the beſt things hc hath coo deare for-vs, And 
as ypon our humble confcfſion, he will he readie totakea- 
- way the guilt of ſinne,, ſoalſo hee will free vs from the pu- 
niſhment; and if art all he aff: vs, our croſſes ſhall bee cha- 
Niſements, & fatkerly corre ions, which he will inable vs 


to beare, and zurne to our good, which becing cfteRed, hee 


will beintreated by our feruent prayers,to free and deliver 


toreſtore vsto our wonred fruition of his gratious benefits, 

aSin many placesof the holy Scriptures hee hath premiſed 

vnto vs. The which alſo wee tec verified in the: ezample of 

Daxid, who by his faithfulland feruent prayers was often 

freed from apparens dangers, fo as they d1d nottouch him 
and was often by the ſame meanes delivered oi ct his atfli. 

Rions,when for his fins he wasoucitaken by thiem ; as.alſo 
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Lib. r, | 6r. 
(<r11ine rules to be obſerned in our corflitt with affiftions, 


| inthepeople of Iſrael}, who confcfling their fines, and cra- 


uing pardon and deliverance out of their affliction, were 


Chap.y 


Tudg 1 >.15, 


heard of God, and had their ſuits granted, Andtheiike might; , 


be ſaid of [ob;. ſonar, D.miel, Eſdra, Nehemiah, Mnafſſes, 
and many others. If therefore we would be prepared againſt 
the day of afflitions, fo as wee may either eſcape and a» 
uoide them, or withſtand and overcome them, wee muſt 
exerciſe our ſclues in cffeuall prayer, For this is the horſe= 
men and chariots of Iſraell, which calleth more and troyger 
forces to our aide, then all our. enemies that Rand againſt 


vs; this is the pillar of our ſtrength, whereby we, whoareſo 


weake and ruinous, that wee are ready to finke and fall, 
when the leaſt ftorme of aduerſitie blowerh againſt vs, or 
the lighteſt waight of affliction lyerh ypon vs, arc vpheld 
andſtand faſt in faith and patience in the greateſt cem. 
pelts of troubles, and vnder the mountainous waighrof the 


greatelt calamities, This is the hand of our ſoules, torcach. 


out and receive grace and firength from God, whereby we 
arc ſupported and kept from fainting in our moft grieuous 
aſflictions; and finally our hammer, by which knocking at 
the gates of Gods mercy in our miſeries and extremities, we 
haue legions of Angels ſent to comfort ys in all our croſles, 


- and to deliver vs out of all our troubles, 


The third rulc is, that-in the tyme of our proſperitie, we F, Se7.;2.,. 
labour diligently in the moderating and .mortifying of our The third ;uleis 
inordinare affcctions and vnruly paſſions, that wee may that in our pro. 


ſperitierwe Lis 


make them ſerviceable vato holy reaſon, For whilclt they Fg. 


thus hold their place, and yecld obedience tothem, vnto mort'{y1mg of oue 
whom God and nature hath made them inferiour and tub. affettions, 


bring them into ſubicRion ynto the good will of God, and 


ordinate, there will bec in all eſtates peace, quietnefle, and 
pood order: whereas iftheſeflauiſh ſeruantsryde onhorſe. 
ack, and make reaſon and religion, which are their lawfvull 


| ſoueraignes to goc on foote; it they fiton the throne, and 


theſe on the footeftoole; it they (iike common people)v- 
fucpe gouernment.ouer the other, which ſhould bee their 
| Princes - 


kf, 62. hap;ge 
Certaine rules to be obſernedin our conflift with affi:Qrons, 
Princes and commanders; and like tyrannicall vſurpers,rule 


when they ſhould obey, then will this anarchie yecld no+ 
thing but rude diſorder and tumultuous confuſion; making 


'men in rhe tyme of proſperity to commit rapesand riots, 


- 


inſolences and outrages, iniuftice, violence and oppreſſion; 
and in the time of aduerltity and a'fliction, to fail imo um- 
patiency and clamorous complaining, mutinous murmur- 
ing and traytcrous rebellion, and to to becomereacy infiru- 
ments of committing any wickednefſe, which paſſion (like 
popular rage) doth prompte and ſuggeR, if it offer the leaſt 
bope of helping them out of miſcrie. More particular!y, if 
wee W haue firengch and patience 1n the yme of atfli= 
Qion, We mult before the tyme of tryall ſubdue and mode. 
rate the paſſion of feare, waich doth much apgrauatethe 
wajghtofmiſery, and is often times more burthenſoine, ard 
intollerable chen the evil ſuffered both becauſe it dath dyſ- 
arme and weaken the mince of relolution, and doth a+ tici- 
pate and ſeaze ypon priefes before they come; yea oft ns 
times on theſe which are onely fained in the imagination, 
and never in truth happen vato vs. Soalſo wee mull in the 


-tyme of our proſperity limit and confine ovs vnlimined 


hopes, for the further they are exrended and inlarged, the 
mcoreare we deic ed when they faile vs; the higher they. 
lifr vs vp. the more grieuouſly are wee cruſhed, when they 
forſake and cait vs off, and commonly where there hath 
been no bounds for our expectati«ns, there will be nomea« 
ſure in impatiency and griefe, when thivgs much dcfired 
and expeRted aniwere not our hopes, ſeeing men vſually 
take it as heatyhe ro haviethe contraft of hope, betweene 
thcir hearts and the things they lone, made fruſtrate and dife 
anulied, asto bee divorced and ſeparated from then after 
their fruition. The ike aiſo may be ſaid of ourconcupiiceiice 
and defies, which if they bee not moderated according to 
theneceſhirie of nature... but left at hibertie to their owne in» 
ordinate lufting, after ſeperfluties and things vnneceſſary, 
they will ſet. vs onthe racke of diſcontent, when, rhiey are 
| as _— a 


Lib.r. : | y G?. : ? Chap.s. 
Certaine rules to be obſerntd in our confiiftwith afiliflions, 
not ſatisfied, making leſſer comfort«great-crofle;; and-the 
lighceft afflition intollerable burthens. And thus hee-who 
immoderatly dcfireth great riches, is not onely impatient of 
the lealt loſſe, bur alto of ſmall gaines, becauſe they doe 
notanſwere his greedie defires; hee who excelſiucly affes 
eth vaine glory and popular applauſe, is as much tormene 
red in his minde tor receiving roo ſm13]] commendations, as 
another would bee inthe greateſt diſgrace, And thus hee 
who ſctreth his minde too much vpor worldly delights, af- 
Aliteth his render and effeminate heart, when he ſultcineth 
the lighteſt crofle; yea ifeither his pleaſures faile him alro- 
gether, or continueth-not in that manner, meafure and de- 
gree, which he inordinatly fanciecth and defireth, Thus alſo 
muſt we in the tyme of our proſperity,exerciſe our ſelues in 
moderating and mortfying of our vabridled and raſh an= 
ger; ſorif aman be froward and cholericke, when hee is in 
all his defires ſoothed and pleated, what is:to bee expe- 
Red but that he will beſtarke madde with fury, when he is 
_ croffed and thwarted? If hee be peeurſh and fretfull when 
hee is made proſperities wanton, and the worlds darling; 
what patience is to be looked for, henhe lyes groning va« 
der the crofle, fortaken of his friends, and {corned by his 
enemic>? So we mult labour to m>rtifie diſcontent, and in 
all things co ſub:nic our wills to Gods good pleaſure. For he 
who out ofmelancholick wantonhticfle 1s diſcontented with 
plencic; how can he with patience indure want and penury? 
He who is not well-plcaſed in the fruitionof thoſe great be-: 
nefices of health and ſtrength) pleaſure and hberty; how 
ynſauourie and ill reliſhing will fickneſſe and weakneſle, 
paine andiimpriſonment,be to hisdayntie pallate? He who 
caimot be contented, when hce enivuyeth all that hee canal> 
moſt wiſh and defire; how impatient is he ike to ſhew himse, 
ſelfe, hen hee hath plenty of nothing but wants and grie= 
uances,znd how ſenſible will he be of ſmart and miſeric?So 
likewiſe wee mult ſubdue our pride, haughtineſſe of ſpirit, 


and che(fruic therof ſhvelling)emulation,wherby men m 
| : ww. 


4 


2.Cor.7 31. 


2,Coc.6.9.9, 


Libr. 


IS Chap.s. 
That ve mnſ? faine vnto our ſelues 1fflions, 


and labour to match-their ſuperiours, and cxcell their e« 
quals, Forpride is the very nurſe of impatiency, making 
men to fretand rage, murimure 2nd repine, when they luffer 
thoſe things, which intheir proud conceit they thinke vn» 
worthy of them; to grinde thcir teeth with diſdaine, when 


they are forced to ſtoope vnder the crofſe;and to gavle their 


necks, hileſt they are conſtrained to beare the yoke ot af. 
fliftion, more with their impatiencie and ſtrughng, then 
with the waight of the burthen which Jyeth vpon them. $0 
alſo it maketh the ſhame of their aducrlitie more intollera- 
ble then the ſmart; and while(t they could with ſome pati- 
ence beare their miſerics, if they were onely miſcrable to 
themſclues, they are altogether impatient, becauſe they are 
knowne to beare them. So alſo emulation in'proſperity 
-doth much aggrauate mens ſorrowes inthe tymeof aſfl. 
Qion, when as thoſe triumph oucrthem, whom they haue 
emulated ; and they diſdaine them, whom formerly they 


'haue diſdained. Neither doth it more trouble men to haue 


gone backward in the journey of their deſires, then that 
.they haue been our-ftripped by them, with whom they haue 
contended; nor tobe muſerable in their owne ſenſe and fee- 
liog, then to be ſo in the ſight of the others proſperity and 
happineſſe. Finally we muſt labour in our proſperitie, to mo- 
derate and keepe vnder thoſe contrary paſſions of ſorrow 
and ioy; for hee who will weepe, when (as.it were) hee but 
looketh vpon the whippe, will howle and cry out when he 
feeleth it; he who will mourne when he hath no cauſe, will 
be madde with griefe, when the waight of affi:Qtion Iyech 
heauy-vpon him. And ſo hee, who immoderatly rejoyceth 
inſhis proſperity,commonly immoderatly ſorroweth in the 
tyme of aduerſitic ; he who exſulterh with joy, becauſe the 
wor'd ſinylech on him, is vſually as-much deieRted with 
griefe when it jowreth and frowneth. Whereas thoſe who 
with the Apoſile vſcrhe things of this life, as though they 
vied them nor, they can alſowith him abouni] and wanr, 
heare with paricuce cuill report and good repurt, icioycein 
in 


wh 
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Lib.r. Gy. Chap3. 


.' That we muſt not faine unto our ſelues afflitions. 

intheir ſorrowes, live indying, and having nothing. poſ- 
ſeſleall things. Thoſe who doe not ſwell with proſperity, 
are not-broken with adverſitic; and the minde which is fo 
ſolid and conftant, that it is not much raiſed aboue his ordi- 
dinary picch with worldly felicity, cannot bee much de- 
prefſed and abaſed wich the waight of worldly miſery and 
afflition, Y 

The fourth rule is, that we doe not faine affliftions vnto Q Sed7.g. 
our ſclues, in our conceit and imagination, nor lay croſſes The 4-rule is, 
ypon our owne ſhoulders by a falſe opinion, when as God 794! we muſt 
laycth none ypon vs,giuing ynto accidents that befall vs by — 
our impatient apprehenſion a poyfonous (ting totorment Hjons in our 
vs, whereas in themſelues they would be fo voide of ill, that conceit and ima- 
we might put them into our boſomes.withour receiving $74tion. 
harme; but that then alone wee rake vpon ys the burthen rig wo meceſ. 
of ſorrow for our miſeries and affliction, when as necefſitie; _ _ 
and notwill, laycth it vpon vs:For how many are there who auten: plura 
through conceit become wretched before their time, and propter imperi- 
are onely miſcrable, becauſe they are ſo in their owne ap- wry jo (09 1ogg 
prehenſion; ynto whom the ſaying of Menander may bee Diphilhis.4- 


. well fitted; Thou haſt borne nothing burthenſome; but that delph. apud 


which tbom haſt laide pon thine owne ſhunlders? For asit is the Stobe. | 

nature of opinion, te make things worihles, eftcerned, bad Nil. admodum 

things indifferent, and indifferent excellent; fo alſo ithath Om & 

the contrary power of making good things ſeeme evill, 4 | promo: 

and ſuch as are of an indifferent nature ro become odiovs pud Plutarch, 

andintolerable; whereby it giueth liſe, and being ynto af. de tranquil. = 

fligions;whichotkerwife wovld not haue anycxiftence ta ©. 

hurt vs, if wee did not make them malignanc by our owne 

fancie. Thus ſome torment chemſelues with anger and Gif 

content, becauſe they haue not the chiefe place, and vpper 

handar mectings,reſalurations from theſe whomehey haue 

faluted, reſpect and obſeruance-from their infertours, and Fcfte5.-13 

commend3tien aud applaule for their good parts and well ; 

deſerning,not becauſe the want of theſe much hurteththem._ 

in truth, bur onely in their in opinion, by which they 
, ouer 


Ltb.r. 66« Chep.s; 

. Thatwemaſi not faine vuts our ſeluet afflitions. 
ouerualucd theſe trifles, and made them things of greae 
worth; not that they might not be happy without them, bue 
becauſe their conceit hath made them neceſſary to their 
wel-becing. And thus ſome grievoully affliQ themſclues 
with ſorrow, becauſe they haue loſt ſome part of their a« 
bundant welth, which if they had til! poſſefied, they would 


neuer have inioyed ; & where as they have no other hurt in 


truth, butrhar chey are purged of ſuperfluſty,andeaſed ofa ® 


burthen, yer chey are as much vexed for the loſſe of theſe Þ 
tranſtory crifles , as forthe loſle of their lives and faluation {| 
of their ſoules, 'becauſc their opinion hath ouer prifed their 
welth, ſhrined it in their hearts as their moſtadoredidoll, 
and given yato it that honour and reſpeR which isdue only 
ro God; whereas if ſuperfluous abundance were thoughe 
a burthen, it would alſo be thought ancaſe to be freed from 
it, if riches according totheir true value were but lightly e« 
fteemed, then therr lofſe would bee as light, and ſo borne 
without paine or difficultie, And the like may be truely aid 
of all worldly things, which in their abſence orprefence 
become the matter and occaſionof the meſt afflictions ac- 

--—ooks.o cording to the value and eſtimation which opinion ferreth 

patientium di- | onthem, Yea ſo powerfull is opinion in producingtheſe 

ſpoftio mega effects, that not onely a falſe apprehenſion-cauſceth a-rrue af- 
vel paruavidert tion, but it is able alfo torurne comforts into croflſes;be- 

f _e —_— ' nefices into miſeries, & that which thismans opinion dorh 

Chryſof. ad Pop. make hizhel},another mans oppofice conceite, would make 
- Antioch. bomil, his heauen and happinefle. Ando vehemently doth this 0. 
18, inion fafien vpon vs theſe imaginary aſfliftions, that they 
Bs much more intolerable, and we morc impatient in 

bearing them, thenthoſe which havetheirbeing & waight 

from their owne nature and true exiftence; yeaand often» 

times they are more hardly remourd, and they comforted, 

who havecaſtthemſeluesynder them,then in other calami- 

ties; becauſe the roote of the diſcaſe is incernallthroughthe 

errour of our indgment, and ſo oftentimes wilfull and of 
ehoyce,ratherthen impoſed by any neceffity and confrainr, 

bs | which 
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G7. | Chop.s. 
That wemnft not by feare anticipet affultions, | 


which wee naturally avoyde. Neither is there any other 


Lib.r, 


-  meanes tocure this ſicknefſe, and ro caſethe minde of the 


burthen of this afflition, but to remove or retifie the cauſe, 
which is afalſe andill grounded opinion, by fpirituall wiſe 
dome anda ſound iudgmenr, informed and inſtructed by 
the wordof God; whereby our mindes being illightned, 
and the miſts of errour diſfpelled, which are caſt before the 
eyes of our vnderſtanding, by either ſenſc, paſſion or carnall 
reaſon, we ſhall be inabled co iudge of all things according 
to truth, and as they are in their owne nature, whether they 
areto be defired as good, or avoydedasevill; or betweene 
both, neither much to bee affeRed,or much to bee ſhun- 
ned,as being of a meane and indifferent quality,And fo ſhal 
not imaginary afflictions affli& vs, neither ſhall wee make 
thoſe crofles to vs, which are no croſſes in themſclues;nor 


thoſe heavie and intolerabl-,which in their owne nature 


are light and cafie, Wheras if we be miſled by blind and de- 

cciving opinion , wee ſhall not onely make thoſe croffes, 

which wiſdome would make benefites, but ſo 8ggrauate the 

leaſt afflitions which lye vpon vs, that they will become 9... 
intolerable, For as it is the nature of opinion. co-putſha- magis torquent 
dowes and ſhewes, for reall exiſtences, ſo alſo ir doth (as it quam debeant, 
were) bombaſe our afflitions, which are truely fo called, 9*<44 torguent 
and like ſpetacles makes ſmall ones to ſeeme great, whileſt þ Agr; 
it doth aggravate them as though they were new, voheard ,,cemus dolort, 
of, and neuer ſuffered of by any other, although in truch aut fingimus, 
they arecommon and ordinary, Andtherefore if we would 4#t precipimus.. 
hauepatience in the day oftryall, and indure the afſaules of *"*c-219-13- 
afflition with vadaunted courage, let vs pull of theſe faife 

vizards, which opinion putting on, doth make them there- 

by to appeare more terrible, and let vs logke vpon their 9,;1;1 tug r6- 
owne naturall viſage with a wiſe and iudiciouseye, eltee+ fert, ſinec car- 


ming them onely affli tions which haue their Rrenpth from nem perſtringit, | 


theruſelues, and nor from our fancie, and appreheadivg = - — 
. ON | , enetirar,s 7 ile 
theſealone tobe evill, and4o be grieued at, which through tarch.de tran 


their owne malignant qualitic doe indeed hurvys, eitherin quil.animi, | 
F2 our 


. Lib.r, 68, © Chap.s. 
That we muſt not by fears anticipat affiftions. 
our bodies, ſoules or friends, hindring ourſenfible orſpiri- 
tual! good, and making vs to bee trucly worſe; cither in re- 
ſpcRof this. life or the life to come; and ſo fhewes of affli- 
Qions will notcraze our patience, neither will our ſorrow 
exceede our ſmart, , | . 

Se. 5. | The fifth rule cobeobſervedis, that we doe not by feare 
The fifth rule is, anticipate our greefe, making our ſelues miſerable before 
that wemufi ourtime, and preſently pulling crofles ypon vs through ti= 
not by feare an- rzerous expeRation and conceit, which would citherne- 
ticipate affufti- yer befall vs, or not of a long ſeaſon. In.which reſpeR the 
Wa greateſt past of men fault-againlt themſelues, . being more 
tormented with the feare of cuils,then with the euils which 

they feare,and ſuffering longer & greater ſorrowes with the 

expeRation of their miſeries before they happen, then after 

they are come.and lye vpon them, And as though they 

could not bee wretched enotigh with theſenſe of preſent 

croſſes, they ingrofſſe all cauſes of griefe, and.wiltully ſeaze 

vpon needlefie ſorrowes; and befides,the preſent affhiQtions 

; which they ſuffer, they recall thoſe which are-paſt, makiog 
theirremembrance to torment their hearts, when as long. 
agocthey-were freed from the ſenfe of them;zand preſently 
apprehend. thoſe. which are-nor yer ſo much 8s imminenr, 
meeting them-in the mid way by a fearfull expectation, as 
though they made. too ſlow hatte , and would not come 
ſoone enough of their owne accord, vnlefſe they thus po» 
ſited towards them. And thus men vex themſclues with feare 
and gricfe, when they heare but vncercaine rumours of great 
calamities,as though already they were overtaken by them, 
whereas it may bee they will never happen, or-if they doe, 
yetnotof a long tyme, or not ſo.gricuous. as thoſe which 
by feare werepreſented to their conceit. Thus in tyme of 
peſtilence many are as much afflited with feare of infe i. 
on,as they whoſe: houſes are-already viſited with the euils 
which they ſuffer... Thus intime of warre men as much tor- 
mept themſclues with feare of ſacking, ſpoyling and kils - 
- lingatheugh oftcntymes they.cſcape all cheſe ger, ws if 
- | already 


N& 


Lib.1- 69, Chap. | 


' That we mnſt not by feare anticipate afflilions, 


already theſe miſeries did lye vpon and ouerwhelme them, 
And finally, thus many when they can not comprehend ſu- 
ture meanes of maintayning their eſtate, within the com- 
paſſe of their owne providence, vex themſelues more with 
care and oriefe for feare of poverty, —_— now they enioy 
ſufficient plenty, then there is iuſt cauſe they ſhould, when 
they are pinched with want and penury, In whichreſpe&t 
mendndued with reaſon,are through their abuſe of ir, worſe 
then the brutiſh creatures, for whereas by benefit of their 
reaſon, they might foreſee evils, that they might either pre. 
vent them, orarme themſelues with patience to beare thoſe 
which are vnauoydable, they abuſe their light of vnder- 
{tanding to foreſee euils to come, that by a fearfull appre= 
henſion they may !y groning vnder them, as if they were 
preſent; yeato ſurmize and prognoflicate thoſe milcries to 
| themſelues that neuer befall them; and co amplifie and ag- 
grauate them before they happeby al circumſtances which 
feare (onely witty in ſuch invention) can offer to their con 
ceit, making them much more grieuous and intolerable in 
che apprehenſion, then they afterwards'proue to the ſenſe 
and feeling, Whereas the brutiſh creatures are onely affli- 
Red with preſent evils,neither grieuing for thoſe which are 
aſt, nor fearing thoſe which are to-come, but haue in their 
whole life ſull ſecurity in the fruition of their pleaſures, ex- 
cept onely that tyme wherein they are pinched and yexed 
with ſenſc of paine, If therefore religion, and the light of 
Gods word cannot make vs thus wiſe to put off our miſe- 
"ries, till God call vs to ſuffer them, and layeththe 10a4 vpon 
vs; yet ſhaming to come behinde brute beaſtes, ler vs learne 
this wiſdome by their example, not to make our ſelues mi- 
ſerable before our time;bur if reaſon helpe to diſcover evils 


Dnoties incerta 


fant omnia tibi 


before they come;let it alſo helpe ysto ve all good meanes fant: crede quod 
that we may preuent th&;andwhileſt we are doubtful of the wavis.Sence. 


cuent, let vs temper our teare with hope; and (as one coun- 
faileth ys) whileſt there is vncertainty, let-ys' fauour our 


ſelues by belecuing that which wee had rather ſhould hap. 
| E 3 pen; 


epiſt 13. 


That we mnſt not by ſeare anticipate affiitions, 


pen; and ſo though we doe not gainefreedome, and be fully 
acquited of our miſeries, yet ſhall wee be reprecued from 
them, and receive no hurt vntill they touch vs ; though 

weerrein hoping, yet it is more ſafe and proficable then to 

errcin fearing, lecing that brings comfort, but this torment 

and vexation. And though at laſt the evils foreſeene doe fall 

vpon vs yet we ſhall gaine the comfort of all the tyme yntill 

thcy happen, and vee the better able to beare them yghen 

they come; leeing they ſhall find our Rrength intire,and not 

wafled with forerunning forrowes and cares, which feare 

Nullrvite cauſa bringethalwaies to thoſe who giue way vnto it, And ifthere 

eſt. nullus miſe- be no meanes to prevent theſe mileries, ler vs not ſpend the 

riarum modus, ſi time befoie they come in fearing, greeuing & complaining, 

tmetur quanth whereby our ſtrength will be ſpent, and we made vnable to 

poteſt.Senecvid Jurethcir weakeſt aſſault, when they ſet ypon vs;butletys 

imploy our reaſon in finding out ſuch arguments, as may 

confirme our patience inthe day of triall ; let vs, affiſted by 

it, pull off choſe vizards from our afflictions, wherewith 

feare nath masked them; & ſo raking away(from the things 

Deize 109335 7H" tg be ſuffered)the tumult of paſſion, and looking vponthem 
TY et "7 astheyareintruch, and intheir owne nature, we ſhal(as one 

aud 1qudagre . : . 

72: (cecnivileſe faith) finde that nothing wasterrible in them, bur fearc and 
#:y5 terribile terrour which accompanied their expeation. If therefore 
preter timarm. we would be the better armed and prepared,to indure affli- 
Senrc.eÞis, 24 ions when they are inflicted, two thingsare to bee obſer- 
ued, when they are butthreatned or feared; the firſt is, that 
wee doe not ſuffer our ſelues ro bee deiefted with feare and 
ſorrow, when there is any —_— of future cuils, and fo. 
givethe firſt part tobe aCted by paſſion, which wil blind the- 

mind,diſturbe the heart, and ſo bringal outof frame and or- - 

der; butthatin the firſtplace, wee imploy ourreaſon and 

iudgementto diſcerne,whether the euils which feare is rea- 

dy to apprehend, wil indeede certainely befall ys, or onely 

Rand yponlikelyhoodand probability, For naturally wee 

are apt to vexe our ſelues with cauſleſle iealouſies, & need- 

lefle ſuſpicions, to looſe our preſent comforts, and to marre 


all 


wr Se i Eee err at is. 


— 71 Chap.s. 
(7 hat we muſt not by feare anticipate affiiflions. 


all our mirth, when wee heare but a rumour of approaching 
evils, fearing and trembling, but neuer examining the cau- 
ſes of our feare;z and running away and flecing from thoſe 
encivies, which onely our imagination hath fained.Like (as 
one ſpeaketh) ro ſuch dafſterdly ſouldiers, as are ready to 
leaue their ſtanding vpon every falſe alarme; and to fortake 
their fortifications, when they ſee duftrayſed by an heard of 
cattell, thinking that a mighty army approacheth to affaulc 
them. Which cowardly follie chat we may not fall into, let 
vs iudge of approaching.cuils before we feare them, and cx- 
amine, whether they arc likely to come, before wee vexe our 
minds with their apprehenſion, as ifalready they had befal- 
lenvs.Andto this endlet vs conſider,that as we fall into ma» 
ny zffiictions which we neuer foreſaw; ſo wee foreſee many 
in conceipt,which in truth neuer happen. And as therc are 
many occurrents and vnexpected accidents, which crofle, 
our hopes , and ſnatch from vs the good things we defire, 
when wee are ready toreceiue, and to haue the fruition of 
them : ſo there are no fewer vnlooked-for helps, which pre- 
ucnt our miſeries when they are ready to light vpon vs , 'or 
preſently pull vs from them, when they doe bur touch ys, 
And not Fidome doth the Lord, ts ſhew his infinite power 
and wiſdome,grant deliverance when all hopes faile,and all 
meanes forlake vs, pulling our heads cuen-from the blocke, 
and making vsto ſuruive thoſe who were appointed tobee _ - | 
our executioners. So that (as one faith) there is nothing ſo Nihil tas certi 
certaine of thoſe things which axe feared, burthat it is more FA 
certaine that rhings feared are often ſtayed anc fiinted;and eertins ft et for 
things hoped doe faile and deceiue vs, when thoſe are fea- midata ſubjidere 
red,and theſe expected. Let vs know that many more things et ſperatadeci- 
fright vs,then pinch vs, and that wee are more often pained are FORea if 
witta falſe opinion, then with any reall hurt. lis follicto YO fant 

; que 
make our ſelues miſerable before the approach of miferic, zos terrent qua 
ſceing,cuils feared often happen not,or at leaft,are nor alre- 9 premunt, et 
die happened, Lex vs conſider thar falſe feares dobeget true Juana gn 
griefe, for by aſtrong Lea: they preſſe cuils ypon 7's m_ _ 

| - Vs 


, 


Sencc.eti? 12. 


, Lib.r. | mM Chap.s, 
That we muſt not by feare azticipate affutions, 
vs, as if they were already preſent, and ſo whileſt wee feare 
leaft wee ſhould heereafter ſuffer them, wee euen now ſuffer 
them by fearing,and as men aſtoniſhed know nor what they 
doe, ſo weby feare are ſo amated, that whileſt ouer earneſt. 
ly we defire to eſcape aſflitions, we in flying fall intothem, . 
That he who is giuen ouerto thepaſlion of teare, can never . 
bee at quiet, for intime of affliction hee is vexed with that 
which he ſuffererh, and euen whileſt he liueth in proſperitie 
he hath no comfort, ſeeing by expeCting of future crofles, 
he forgoeth the fruition of preſent bleſſings, andloſeththem 
for ſeare of loſing them. That vaine feares which haue no 
Sezec.ibig, ground but rumor and ſuſpition, doc commonly more tor- 
: ment vs, then thoſe which haue a true cauſe, and-ſome real 
13 eau0 eff dolor Exiſtence; for (as one ſaith) true things are confined in ſome 
amiſſe rei et ti- meaſure; but thoſe which arc vaine and-vncertaine have no 
mor anittexde, bounds, but are left onely to exorbitant conieture, and to 
Sence-epit.95. the valimired hberty ofafearing mind:that the feare of loo. 
' fing the comforts wee inioy, is as greeuousand intolerable 
as the greeſe which accompanicrh their loſſe,yeain thisreſ- 
pect worſe,in that we know what we grieue for,and ſo how 
=*to find remedy by arming our patience againſt a knownee- 
vill with approued arguments, whereas fcare isalwaics vn- 
certaine,changing and varying into a thouſand ſhapes, not 
according to-thetruth of things , but the opinion and con- 
ccipt of him that feareth. That wee ſhall cafily ſuffer thoſe 
afflitions which being layd vpon vs by God ere ynauoyd- 
able, if wedo not with fruitleſſe remembrance recall thofe 
which are paſt, and with bootlefle feare anticipate and ap- 
prehend thoſe which are tocome; ſeeing they are few and 
nine miſe- ſhort chat preſently torment the body and vexe the mind, 
— rk in compariſon of that innumerable multitude which either 
ante illasPlus are not come as yet, or already paſt: whereas thoſe who 
dolet quamne-. greeuebefore they need, greeue alſo more thenneeds, and 
ceſſe eſt,qut ante cracketheir patience with a needleſſe waight, whileſt they 
dolet quarales through feare beareal their afflitionsat once, which would 
ceſſe ſer,Senec,C- ,O . 

PIR 98. - bee light and caſic ifrhey would beare one of them _ a- 
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Lib, 'X : 73 Chap, F, 

That we wm} prowidently foreſee croſſes approching, 
nother, in that order and ranke which God hath placed 
them, 


by and by {ay hold of them through feare, care andegricte, 
and ſo make our ſelues preſently miſerable,becauſe we mul? 


be ſoin the time tocome. And thislefſon weare taughtby for croſſes before 
our heauenly ſchoolemaſter, who willeth vs, wor rocare for _ le the 
the morrow , but let the morrow care for it ſelfe, ſeeing the dy \, auh.6. 34, 


hath enough with bis owne greefe : for why. ſhould wee haſten 
the ſpeed of our croſſes and calamities,ſeeing they wil come 
ſoone enough, if we tay their owne leafurc?why ſhould we 
looſe our preſent comforts, by a timerous expettation of fu. 
eure cuill, and ſo fill our whole liues with greefe and mour- 
ning ? whereas if wee wouldtake things as they are offered, 
4here would be an entercourſe of ioy and ſorrow;and atime 
ofbreathing, wherein we might recover ſtrength, and make 
yp the breaches which were tormerly made by the battery 
of afflitions:why ſhould we not rather by al lawfull meanes 
flee from cuils,till they ouertake and catch vs; then torunne 
vnto them when yet theyarefarre off,and to pull them ynto 
vs, when as yet they doenot touch vs? why ſhould wee nor 
delay atlea(t thoſe miſeries which wee cannot wholly cf- 
cape; ſecing ifitbe beſt in our ewne concept, to bee freed 
from them altogether, itis goodalſo to auoid them as long 
as may bee? and why ſhould wee ouerskip our comforts as 
though wee could neuer ſoone enough come at ſorrow, and 
not rather reioyce in their fruition whilelt wee may haue 
them, and leaue that time alone to greefe and diſcontent, 
wherein wee are vexed with ſenſe of euill, and can find no - 


cauſe of ioy? yea ( will ſome ſay) burhow ſhould Ipreuene 


this feare, ſeeing I am naturally inclinedrto it? Ianſwere 
that ſeeing we are reaſonable creatures, wee muſt not like 
bruit beaſts, giue our ſelues ouer to bee ruled by ſenſe and 


paſſion, butin all things ſubmir our {clues to the goucrn+ 
. ment. : 


The ſecond thing to bee obſerued is,that if after due exa- $.Sef4.6, 
mination it appeare that the afflictions, which feare is readic That we mud 
to apprehend, will heereafter certainly befall vs, we doe not-c,5 miſers 


Flal.91,11, 12. » 


3.Pct.5.7. 


Lib.1, "T4 © Chap.s; 


That me muſt pronidently foreſee croſſes approching, 
ment of reaſon, whom God hath made vice-roy in this lit- 


tle world of man, not giuing way to our turbulent 
ons, but onely when they hatie warrantize from th 


affeCti- 


is their 


ſoueraigne. And ſo ſhal we rotfeare future evills, which are 
yncertaine , becauſe reaſon will tcl] ys that wee may cſcape 
them, and therefore itis folly ro take certaine ſorrow for 
ſuch (ccolies as are vncertaine; neither will it ſuffer vs to 
grieve for tuch affliftions as are certaine, becauſe ſuch griefe 


is bootleſle, and ro no purpoſe; or if ic haueat all any 


yle,itis 


to caſe our felues when we fecle the ſmart, and not when be- 


ing yet vncouched, wee onely ſee it. Aſecondmear 
uoid theſe caulleſſe and fruitleſle feares, is to auoide 
cholike idlenefle, whereby they are both bred and 
ſhed; and toexerciſe our ſclues with all diligence in 


CSITO A- 
melan- 
NOUTi-® 


the ho- 


neſt wosks of our callings; for if our minds bee taken vp 


- with theſe imployments, they will haue no leiſure rofancie 


theſe feares,nor to giue them (irengh(after they are concei-. 


ued)by reuoluing them in our imaginations;neither 


indeed 


ſhall we, beeing thus imployed, haue cauſe to feare any ap- 


ner vs.to keepe 15 Whileſt we are thus in eur Waies,and 


oaching cuils,ſecing the Lord will gine his eAngels charge 


tobeare 


©5 intheir hands,that we hurt not our foote againſt a ſtone, Fi- 


+ nally, if wee would be freed from all theſe feares,w 


ce muſt 


ſot reſt ypon ourowne care and providence, for the preuen- 
ting of all furure evils, for then wee ſhall neuer bee ar quiet, 
becauſe ourforefight is dimme in foreſceing perils; and our 
powerimpotentand vnable to preuentthem; but wee muſt 
learne, asthe Apofile teacheth vs, to* caſt all our care vpon 


God, ſering he careth for vs. And foras muchas he'is 0 


mniſci- 


ent, foreſccing all whatſocuer may befall vs, and omnipo=- 


rent, able to deliver vs out of all our affliftions;or to 


giue Vs 


ſifficient ſtrength to beare them;& finally, our moſt loving 
and gratious Father, who will turne all that befall vs, to our 
good; therefore let ys wholly religne our {clues ouer to his 
good will and pleaſure, and ſubmit our ſelucs in all eſtates 


to be ruled and diſpoſedof,by his moſt wiſe and po 


werfull 
proui- 


Lib.r. Y 75 Chap.s 
That we muſt prouidently foreſee crofſes approaching. 
providence; and fo ſhall we be ſecure in all dangers, and bee 


freed from theſe fruitleſſe feares, when weare vader his pro- Pſalm gr, 


tection, and reſt ynder the ſhadow of his wings; then ſhall 
we nor feare the aſſaults of our enemies, when as wee haue 
God for our caſtle and defence , vnto whora we may retire 
and be in ſafety; then ſhall we nor, being prefled with the 


waightof miſcries,fink in the ſands of ſorrow and deſpaire, Plalmas,z, 


when as the Lord is our ſtrongrocke, vpon whom we may 
reſt ſecure, when the boyſterous billowes of afflitions doe 


bearte vpon vs. 


The fifth rule js, that with wiſe and Chriſtian prouidence & Sef,7, 
we foreſee croſſes, and inthe time of peace and froſperity The fifth rule is, 


continually expect, when by our great commander we ſhal] 
be called out to combat withafflictions; that ſo we may be 
the better armed and prepared for the conflict, and more 


ſtian prouidence 


eaſlie obraine the viſtory, For howlocuer we arenot, bya icy p,/zll vs, 


cowardly and timerousapprehenfion,to torment our ſejues 
with croſſes before they come; yer muft we wiſely foreſee 
them, that we may prevent thoſe which may lawfully be a- 
uoided,and confirme ourpaticnce againſt them, which wee + 
know will neceſſarily befal vs, Though we may not diſcouer 
our enemies before they approach, that we may comardlie 
feare them , and idlely fit{till and bewaile our future ouer- 
throw before the fight, or elſe amazedly berake our ſelues 
to flight, when as yet we are not aſſaulted nor purſued : ſo 
muſt we not retchleſly and ſecurely preſume, that we are 
in ſafetie,till we fall into their ambuſhments; but like good 
ſouldiers we mult keepe as vigilant centry in the tyme of 
peace or truce, as in the tyme of warre; diſcouer thenumber 
and firength of our enemies, and furniſh our ſclues with 
ſufficient forces, that we may manfully indure their affaults, 
and viQoriouſly ouercome.Though whileſt we fayle in this 
ſea of miſeries, we ſhould not foreſce tempeſts, that we may 
fic ſtill, and idely lament them; yet like good pilots, wee 
- Ovght in the faire weather of proſperitie , to foreſee the 
| ftormes ofaduerlitic,that having all things in readinefle, we 
| may + 


wn. 


ih 


% 


if 
b 
j 


Lib.1. 76 Chap.s, 
That we muſt prowidently foreſee croſſet approaching, 


may be better able to beare and brooke them when they ap. 
proach, and finally though wee may not like lazic and foo- 
liſhtrauellerslicin ourbeds, and timerouſly forecaſt all the 
difficulties and dangers of our journey towards the heauen- 
ly Canaan, and fflit our ſelues with the apprehenſion of 
them all,before we be come toany of them;yerlike wiſe pil. 
grimes wee mult foreſce all hinderances and incumbrances, 
as the foulenes of the :vay and weather, the iraightnes and 
roughnes of the paſſage, the ſtumbling blocks of offences, 
and the thornes and briars of afflitions and tribulations 


- which we muſt paſſe through; the danger ofthecues & mur- 


therers,aHd the hard imtertainment that we are like to fipde 


in our Inne, that ſo we may furniſh ourſeſues with al things 


neceſſary for this iourney, & be the better inabled ro indure 
the labour,and ro continue vnto the end, And thus our Sa- 
viour Chriſt requireth, that as hee who mindeth to build a 
rower, fitteth downe before,and counteth the coſt, whether 
he have ſufhcient to performe it; leaſt having laidethe foun- 
dation, and not being able to finiſhir,all thac behold ir, be- 


- gin tomocke him; andas a King being to make warre a- 


| Luke.14.29.31 


Ecclef I I.2F, 
and 18.24. 


gainſt another, fitteth downe firſt, and raketh counſel, whe- 
ther he be able ro meete and incounter his enemy when hee 
inuadeth him; or otherwiſe is ready to fend his ambaſſadors 
to treat on conditions of peace : ſo we, before we are afſaul- 
red by afflictions; mult foreſce and conſider of the power of 
theſe enemies, and what ſtrength we haue, eyther inreſpe&t 
of our owne ſpiritual graces,or the aides & ſuccours, which 
we afluredly expeR from God, whereby we may be aſcertai- 
ned that we ſhall be inabled co withſtand their fury,and ob. 
taine the victory, that if wee finde our forces ſufficient, wee 
may be comforted and incouraged,orifthey bee weake and 
feeble, we may labour to haue them ſupplied and relecued 
againſt the day of battel]. And this-counſell the ſonne of S;= 
rach giueth vs; in thy good eſtate({aith he) remember adner/i- 
one in adaer/ity forget not proſperity ; and againe,when thou 

aſt enough remember the time of hunger , ana when thou = 

: ric 


That \ve muſt pronidently foreſee croſſes approaching. 
rich, thmke wpon pexerty andneede. Sothe heathen man pre+_. . 
ſcriberh this way to bee rid of care and feare, and toattaine PI Wy 
ynto full ſecurity, that whatſocuer euill we may feare to bee {,,,,,e quicquid 
comming, we doc ſuppoſe thar it will certainly come;and fo wereris ne exeni= 
exerciſe our ſelues co beare it willingly, before wee be con- at eventurim v- 
ſtrained to beare it vpon neceſſity. So( elſewhere) hee advi- 4,27997%.Se- 


- : : : nec.eft[i.24. 
ſeth vs that in our greateſi ſecurity, we prepare our minds to Senec.epiſt 18, 


indure thole things which in themſclues are hard to bee ine 
dured,and thatiin the fruition of the benefirs of-proſperity, 
wee arme-our ſelues againſt the greeuances of aff]ction, 
Like vnto a ſouldier, who in time of peace, inureth himiclfe 
topainfull labour, and when-there is noenemy, Iyeth in ar- - 
- mour,fareth hardly,deuiſerh ſtratagems, buildeth fortifica- 
tions, and ſo wearieth himſelfe with voiuntary labour, that : 
he may be inabled by vſe and cuſtome, to beare and indure 
it, when it becommeth neceſfary. Howſoeuer therefore wee 
may for our comfort enioy the benefits of proſperity whilcſt - 
we haue them, and frame our hopes according to our deſires 
in regard of thoſe wants which we would hauec ſupplied;yetr - 
mult we withall prepare out ſelues for the time of aduerlity, 
and conſidering that thoſe things which have happened vn- Lud £qui/imi - 
to others, may alfo betall vs, let vs atall ciwes bee ready to - / _— ad 
beare thoſe affli&tions, whichat any time may bee laid vpon 7 : ya ſh 
vs. And for this cauſe hath our Saviour in the Goſpell fore- = Senec.epiſt, 
warned vs of affliftions, that we may-expeCftthem ,. and bee 24. 
forearmed againſt they come: ſo he ſaith, that if «man will bs Wicquid fieri 
hu d:ſciple, hee muſt take vp his Croſſe. and follow him: that his on quaſ nw | 
faithfull ſeruants ſhall weepe and lament, whileſtthe worlde a : 
reioyceth ; and that whileſt they abide in the world they 

ſhall have affliion-And his-holy Apoſlle teacheth vs, that lohn.16.20.3, -. 
the Lord doth chaſtize eucry ſonne that hee receiveth , that 

we are baſtards and no ſonnes, if we bee not thus corrected ,,, __ ., 
and that th:ough many tribulations, we muſt enter intothe ag 1 22, 
kingdome of God, And therefore ſeeing truth ir ſelfe hath 
forewarned ys of theſe afflitions , letvs not, becauſe wee 

haue now the world at will, bee negligent and ſccure , nos 

CON - 


Lib.r. | 78 __ Chapy, 
That we muſt pronident !y foreſee croſſes approaching. 

.__ conclude with Daxid in the time-of our profperitie, that 
Pfal.zo.6. yeſhallnever be moued; let vs not dreame of immunitie 
fromtheſe croſſes, and put the cuill day farre from vs; let vs 
Eſa.47.7-8.9. not fay with Babilon, / fie 44 a Queene, andſhill ſee no enill 
nor thinke to fide a paradiſe of delight, in the place of our 
pilgrimage: but knowing that the Lord hath forerold vs, 
chat we muſt ſuffer affliions,ler vs expe them before they 
.come, and arme 6ur ſelves with faith and patience to beare 

them, cuen long before they are inflicted on vs, 
$23.8, Morecſpecially,lervs not fix our harts vpon anything in 
Th , the world,bur vſethe benefits of this life, as though we vied 

at we muſt LEM 

wot fxour themnor, and inioy them fo, as thoſe who are preſently to 
barts 04 worldly forgoe them, For thoſe things which we poflefle with im- 
_ things, norinioy moderate love, we loſe with immoderate griefe; and if wee 
= 3, 4 62 looke vpon our temporall bleſſings, as vpon perperuities, 
Gr, we ſhall ſubieR our ſelues to much ſorrow, and finde ſmall 
Sepe admonen.. patience, when their loſſe proueth vnto vs that they were 
Aus oft animus, bor moueables, For cxample, when we are honoured in the 
amet, vi receſſ gyorld, and have every mans tongue asa trumpet for our 
00 airs. Dai prayſe: let vs conſider that the ryme may come, when wee 
Senec,conſel. ad {hall bee as much diſgraced and defamed, and that thoſe 
Harecap.io, Who cry Hoſamna, will ſooneafter cry as loude Crucifige;for 
this hath befallen co many before vs, and will happen to 
many after vs; and why then not vnto ys alfo among the 
reft? And vpon this meditation let vs examine our ſelues, 
-how wee ſhould beare it, if wee ſhould be thus caſt downe 
out ofthe high throne of honour, into the loweſt bottome 
of ſhame and diſgrace ; and with what reaſovs and argu- 
ments wee might confirme our patience, and mitigate and 
moderate our griefe and heauinefſe, So when we abound 
with riches, and haue ſuchplenty ofearthly things, that we - 
have not onely for our ſclues a ſufficiency of all wee can des 
fire, but are alſo ableto give vnto others, and make all og 
bout vs beholding for our benefites, let vs think rhar (as ic 
hath beene the caſe of many) our plenty may be turned into 
pouertic and penurie; and how we maythen retajaecur pa- 
ticnce; 
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Lib; bo. > 79 : Chap.s * 
That we muſt pronidently foreſee croſſes approaching, 
tience, when wee are cobfirained by want to beg ofthoſe 
whom wee haue releeued, when jn Read of our beds of 
doulne, wee muſt lye vpon the ftiraw orhard boords, when 
our foft and ſhyning likes ſhall bee changed into raggs or 
home-ſpun ryfſer, and our colily cates and delicate wines, 
ſhall be curned into courſe and ſcant fare, browne bread and 
cold water, When we haue our health and firength, ler ys 
not conceive that they are durable or permanent, but that 
the tyme will come, when being tormented with grieuous 
Gckneſſe we ſhallcofle and tumble ypon our reſileſſe beds, . 
drinke loathſome portions, no lefle diſtaſifull then the fick- 
nefſe which they ſhould cure, haue no appetite to our meat 
and drink, or tg ſuch onely from which by rules of Phylick 
weare refirained; and be focnfeebled,that we muſt be faine 
to repeate our firſt learned lefſon of ftanding and going;and . 
then examine our hearts [how we could beare theſe atflicti- 
ons; that finding our weakneſſe, we may before they come 


- arme our ſelues with patience againſt the time of triall. So 


when wee-are at liberty, ct vs prepare our ſelves to ſuffer - 
impriſonment, where wee ſhall baue light dyet and heauy 
boults, indure the abſence of our friends, and the iofolen= 
cies of our jaylours. When wee are in our country, let vs 
conſider that the tyme may come, when being exiled, wee 
ſhallheare nothing but a ſtrange language which wee vn- 
derſtand not, and findeas ſtrange entertaintment and ſmall 
comfort, when we ſtand moſt in need of it, in reſpeRof our 
miſerie. And finally, when we take our greateli delight in 
our friends and acquaintance, let vs.callco,minge that the 
are notonely mortall, and maybe taken from vs; butalſo ſo 
mutable, that of aur neereſt friends they may become our 
greateſt enemies; that our loving parents, ynder the ſhadow 
of whoſe prouidence wee ae ſheelded and ſuftained,;. and 
by whoſe -wiſedome wee aregouerned, way cuen.the next 
day betaken fromvs, andleaue vs orphanes; tharour þclo- 
ved children, which arethecomforrs of our youth, and the 


proppes of ourold age,may by their death depriue vs of - ur 
| pre 1:k 
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Lib:r. | | *0 Chap. | 
"That we muff pronidently forſee croſſes approaching, 


=_ joy and future hopes,that our deere wives in whoſe 


- Joue and ſweet ſociety we now reioyce, are ſubic to mor. 


tality ,and that the tyme may tſhortlie come, when as by 
death (asit were by a deadpalfic) we thal looſe the comſor. 
'table vie oftheſe halues of our ſelues; & have them plucked 
from vs with nolefſe griefe,then if the mebers of our bodies 
were torne inſunder. Thar our friends and-acquaintance, 
who now ſmile ypon vysin our proſperitie, may with eur 
eſtate change their countenance, not onely forſaking vs in 
our affliQtions, bur vexing vs alſo with the burthen of their 
vokindneffes,and trying and tyring ovr patience withitheir 
wrongs, more then al the iniuries and outrages offered by 


-our enemies, In a word, whatſocuer wee may loſe of that 


which wee moſt loue, letvs thinke thatir isnow in loſing, 
or ſuppoſe ir alreadyloft; that wee may be the betrer armed 
and preparedtobearetheſe loſſes , when intruth they ſhall 
befall vs;and haue weapons readie in our hands,to defend ys 


- from being wounded with impatiency and immoderate 


griefe in ourconfliwiththeſe afflitions, And if we thus 

poſſeſle our worldly comforts, two greatbenefites will fol. 
low heercupon: the firſt; thatwe ſhall not be made drunke 
with proſperitic, n6r be puffed yp with-pride-in the conflu- 
ence of carthlybleflings,and become inſdfent; but yſe them 
with all ſobrietic and good conſcience, when as our cxpe- 

Ration, like a continvall monitovr,, doth put vs inminde 

of our loſle; for who can ſwell inthe fruition of ſuch bene- 
fires which are ſomomentanie & mutable? And the other is, 
thacthis daily expeRarion wilmake theſe affliRions, which 

in themlſelves'ate priſly and cerrible, fo well knowneand 
familiar, that when they appeare they will not much skare 
andaffright vs. A yotable example whereot we haue in the 
'heathen man, who being certified of the death of his deare 
-and worthy Gori heard 'it with-patience without any di- 
'Aurbance of paſſion; becauſe/(as he ſaid) he knew when he 
begot him, that he was morrall, and had brovghthimypin 
expectation ofthis mortality. 'Whercas thelc loſles ww 

ED they 


Lib.1. 8 
That we muft prouidently foreſee croſſes approaching, 
they are vnexpeRed and vnthought of, doe the more afto. 
niſhe vs when they happen, and doe more torment ys with 
their feare then with their ſmart. As the ſame Author ſhew- 
eth in the example of Y/ſſes, who at his coming home(after 
his twenty yeares peregrination) vato his moſt louing and 


beloued wife, wept not when ſhe wept, "Ie RrAa 


' comming he was armedagainſt paſſion, by the expeQtation 
of this ioyfull mqurning at their meeting, but yer could nor 
refraine teares at the ſuddaine death of his dogge which 
he loved, becauſe this accident comming vnlooked for, 
rooke him vnprouided, And vnto theſe benefites wee may 
adde that this expectancie will make vs'to enioy with more 
' true comfort whatſocuer wee loue, whenas our ioy inthe 
| fruition of it, is notappalled andabated with our feare, wee 
being named already againſt theſe loſſes, aud will make 
them whileſt we haue them more ſweet and delightfull. For 
whereas the firſt poſſeſſion of earthly things, whileſt they 
are yet new, is molt pleaſing, this continuall expeRation of 
their lofle doth make them to ſeeme euery day (which we 
enioy them afterwards)as new gotten and gained,and with 
more'welcome, becauſe they come asan ouer-plus aboue 
our hopes, = | 

If therefore wee would have patience and comfort inthe 
time of afflitions, let vs not paſſe the time of our proſperi- 
ty in deepe ſecurity, promiſing vntoour ſelues immunitie. 


C hap.y. 


dSef.g. 


That we mu 
not be ſecure in 


from future crofles, and the continuance of our delights; let proſperity, but 
vs not fooliſhly imagine that this world, which is vnto other forecaſt what 
of Gods ſeruants, a pilgrimage and valley of teares, will be mu may befalt 


vnto vsa Paradize or garden of pleaſure;& that when weſee © 


many others ouertaken with affliftions, that we onely (like 
Tbs meſſengers) ſhall eſcape; for if our enemies come ſud- 
denly ypon vs, and take vs vnprouided, we ſhall eafily be 0- 


uerthrowne; ifexpeRing nothing but ioy; wee meete with 


bircer greefes, and if Jooking for wealth and honour, wee 
be at vitawares ouertaken with pouertie and diſgrace; then 
when theſe afflitions come, there will be no place for pa- 

'G tience; 


Lib.r. 82 Capes, 
That we muft not contemne afflictions, nor baſely yeeld to them, 


tience; and an open paſlage for immoderate ſorrow and de- 
ſpecate mourning , and then ſhall wee haue for all our vio- 
lence of paſſion in theſe our miſeries, onely the fooles ex- 
cuſe, that theſe are cuils which we neuer thought of ; and 
that we well hoped neuer to haue had ſuch cavſcs of mour- 
Cuiubs poteſt ac- ning.But reſpecting the worlds fauours, as falſe and deceit- 
viderc quod exi- full; and confidering that there are no miſeries which be. 
guam pet. Se: fall one, bur they may likewiſe happen to another, ler vs 
Pec.conſol. ad pre pare and arme our ſelues againſt thetime of their ap- 
©2316: 9+ proaching, ſecing on the one fide weare aſſured that they 
may happen, and haue no aſſurance that wee ſhall eſcape 
them. Which that we may the rather doe, let vs further con- 
fider that our prouidence and forefight of afflitions will 
preuent many of them, andlefſen all; neither doth ir at all 
_ haſten their ſpeed(as many imagine who dare not intertaine 
 intotheir thoughts, any conceit of cuils ro come, norcan 
with patience haue any warning giuen ofthemby others,as 
though the very®naming of them were ominous, and did 
preſzge ſome miſchieſe towards them) but onely maketh 
our croſſes lighter and eafter when they come, & vs ſtrong- 
Precoiteti nat; EXTO beare and ſuffer them, -For euils foreſecne doe looſe__ 
noll1s 1445 ve- the greateſt part of their poylon and frength, and: if wee 
2ir. $cn:c.epi2. catch theſe darts ofaduerſitie in the hand of prouidence be- 
_- fore they hit vs, they will not woundys at all, or not ſo mor- 
oo "4 i. ally, as When withtheirfull Rcength chey pierce vs ar vn- 
lis guifutura awares. And as afflictions foreſeene, become much weaker, 
profpexit.Sence. ſowe alſo much the ftronger to-beare and ouercome them; 


conſol.a4 Mare, partly becauſe before the incounter we haue time to arme 


62P.9. our ſelues with reſolution, and to gather rogether the for. 
ces of our mindes, which being vuited, are of great ſtrength 
. to ouercome all difficulties, and tro-beare the greateſt 


waight of calamitic and miſery; wheras if we be aſſaulted at 
ynawares, and fal intoche ambuſh of afflitions, when never 
thinking of an enemie, we haue theſe our chiefe forces ſcat- 
tered and diſordered through deepe ſecurity; then ſhall 
fall and weake forces of aduerfitie diſc&imfir and p_ vsto - 
BY ight, 
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That we muſt not contenne affiift1ons, nor baſely yeeld ro theme, 


fight, euen at thefirſt aſſault, and wee ſhall receivea finall 
ouerthrowe before wee haue time tomake an head, orſo 

much as to aduize of any meanes to make rehiftance, And 

partly becauſe by exerciſing our {clues againſt expeCted c- 

uils,as though they were preſent, we recciue much firepgih 

andabilitie to beare them when they come; even asa man 

by vfing to fight at foyles, is made both more skilfu}l and 

bould to fight at ſharpe; and by skirmiſhing among his 

friends and fellow ſouldiars, becommeth more cunning, 

hardy and valiantin encountring of his enemies;whereas, if 

we ſpend our time of proſperitie in deepe ſectritie, wee will 

neither provide armoyr againſt the aſſaults of affliien, or 

ifwehad it in fore, we ſhall not beablerobeare ir; and for 

want ofexerciſe, wee ſhall grow ſo weake and putlie, that 

we ſhall riot bee able to hold our in the firſt encounter, 

And therefore, if we would beare the burthen of affliions 

when itis inflicted, let vs oftenin our meditations, volun- 2:27 pars eft 
tarilie (as it were) poizc it before itbee impoſed; ſeeing (as — 
one ſaith) the greateſt part of the evils which improuidenc Serra 76, 
men ſuftaine, is cauſed through their noueltic and vnexpe= 

Red ſuddaineſſe; as it may heereby plainly appeare, in thac 

thoſe miſerics, which at their firſt comming, they bewaile as 


intolerable, they doe afterwards being inured to them, 


bearg them with patience; the which may moue wiſemen, 

to make themſelues acquainted with future evils, by think= 

ing on them before they happen, and to makethoſe affliti- 

ons lightby meditating on them, which are made hight yn- 

to others, by their cuſtomable bearing them, 

The fixthrule is, that hauing in our meditations diſco- 

uered theſe enemies approaching, and plainly diſcerned by = dos _—_ 

manifeſt reaſons, or great probabilitie, that we arelikely to pt fearely* 

be encountred with affligions and calamities; wee doe nei- contemne af+ 

ther ſecurely contemne the forces of theſe enemies; nor flfions,vor = 

faintly yecld voto thern before we are aſſaulted, The former /4#! ly yeeld v82 

of theſe two euilsis to be auoided, becauſe there is ſcarce a. * ;Du. 

ny force ſo weake, which is not ſufficientto yanquiſh a ſe- 
G 2 cure 
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Heb 12.6. 


Pfal, 119. 120, 


Lib.r. 94. >: Ou. 
That we muſt not contemne affliftions, nor baſely yeeld to them, 


cure enemie, ſeeing he keepeth no watch, nor maketh any 
proviſion, whereby hee might be armed and firengthened 
againſt the aſſault; but being drunke with long proſperitie, 
lyeth ſnorting in the dead ileepe of careleſneſſe and ſupine 
negligence,whereby being deprived of al firengrth,he is ea- 
fily vanquiſhed, as being rather aprey, lying open to the 
ſpoyle, then an enemy, which by fight muſt bee ouercome, 


. And therefore that wee may not bee thus indangered with 


this ſecurity, let vs when we ſee affliftions approaching, be 
content to entertaine a valerous feare, which may moue ys 
to arme our ſclues againſt the aſſault, though not a feare of 
cowardize, which would make ys to faint and flee away; 
and labour to bee as farre from preſumptuous ſecoritie, as 
from the other extreame of daſtardly amazednefſe; ſeeing ir 
isno vnuſuall thing, for them whonegleQ the meane, to 
run out of one extreame into another, and to become ti- 
merous cowards when they are incountred, who were 
quite without provident feare, and defperatly ſecure inthe 
time of preparation, And to this endlet vs not onely looke 
vpon affliCtions, as vpon euils which muſt be borne, or ene- 
mies to beerelifted, but as they arc the iudgments of God, 
wherewith he puniſheth our ſiones, or at leaft fatherly chz- 
Aizzements, which he would haue vsto feare moderately for 


- our amendement; like ſonnes, that we may ſue for pardon, 


though not like ſlaves, that we may fly away, For he who 
contemneth his correQion, is never liketo be reformed b 
it, And this the Apoftlerequireth, fy ſorne (faith hee) de- 
ſpiſe nat the chaſtening of the Lord: and Danuid praftized, 
where he cryeth out, Ay fleſh trembleth for feare of thee, and 
[ am afraide of thy indgments. As allo Tofizs,whole heart did 
melt when he did but heare the threatnings of the law, A« 
gaine we ſhall have butlitle cauſe ro contemne afflitions, 
if wee conſider our owne weakneſle,and want of patience, 
whereby weare ready to linke vnderthe lighteſt bucthen, 8 
tofaintand yeeld in the leaſt aſſault, if wee be not aſſiſted 
and (trengthened with the power of Gods might; buc _ 
| | r 


Lib. 1. | $5 


pheme him to his face. 


That we muſt not wilfully run into affliftions, 
ther we have iuſt cauſe to feare leſt being foyled and oppre(- 
ſed with their waight, we be moued in impatiency to mur=- 
mure and repine againſt Gods prouiden 


Chap.s. 


ceandeuen toblaſ- 


. 


But on the other fide,as we are not to contomneaffliQti- 
ons, when we ſee them approaching; ſo wee muſt not cow- 
ardly flye away, nor baſely yeeld vnto them, as deſpairing 
of vitorie : as we mult not be poſſeſſed with preſumpruous 
ſecurity, in confidence of our owne ſtrength , and our ene- 
mies weakenes ; ſo we muſt bee bold and couragious in the 
power of Gods might,and afſurance of his affiftance, when 
we moſt need his helpe, and as wee mui »or deſpiſe the cha-' 

Prening of the Lord, ſo we muſt not famr when we are rebuked of 
him : bur reſting by aliucly faith and aſſured confidence; vp- 
on the Almighty power, all-ruling prouidence, and infalfi- 
ble promifes of our gratious Father, let vs bee prepared for 
the fiery trial,and arme our ſelnes againſt the day of conflict, 
as with other of Gods ſpirituall graces, ſoalſo witha coura- 
gious and conſtant reſoJution,that when we are encountred 
by affli tions, we will neuer flee from them, by vſing vnlaw- 
full meanes to eſcape their force and furie , nor cowardly 
yceld vnto them, by caſting away our ſpirituall armes, dil- 


Heb.x2.6, 


claiming the ſeruice of God , and ſubmitting our ſelues as 


captines vnto fine and Sathan: but in our greateſt diftreſſe 
let vs cleaue vnto our Lord and maſler,and proteſt with ob, 


that rhowgh he kill 25, yet we will tynſt mr bim, And this mag- 
nanimous and Chriftian reſolution, we may obſerue to have 
becne in many ot the faithfull, who haue reſolued to vnder- 
goeany afflictions,rather then they would leaue the Lorde 
by breaking of his commandements. So the three children 
ratherthen they would worſhip Netnchadnezzars image, 
conſtantly reſolued ro indure thoſe tortures in the fiery fur- 
nace, And Perer and /ehr, rather then they would ſurceaſe 


G 3 


to preach the Goſpel, reſolued couragiouſly to paſſethrough 
al dangers, negleRted the threatnings of the high Prieſt, and 
the reſt-of the counce!l, and feared not to hazard their inno- 


cent 


lob.13.15. 


Dan. z,r8,' 


AQ.5.29.' 


Lib.r. 86 Chap. . 
That we muſt not wilfully run into affuttions, 
cent bodies to the whip,chufing to obey God, though they 
weretormenred for it, rather then toobey men in their vn- 
lawfull co:mmands,and fo to enioy their liberty and immu- 
_niry from dangers. Thus alſo the Apoſtle Paw/armed him. 
-—_ ſelte with a conſtant and Chriſtian reſolution to preach 
Chriſt, though heereby hee indangered himſelfe both to 
Af.:1.13. bandsand death: yea ſo ſtrong was he in faith and patience, 
| that he triumpheth ouer all affliftions,and couragiouſly re- 
ſoluet! that no extremities ſhould devide Chriſt and him; * 
| whe{(laith he) ſhall ſeparate vs from the lone of Chriſt?ſhal tri- 
Rom.8.35.33. þu/ation; or anguiſh, or perſecution,or famine , or nakedyer, or 
perill,or ſword? 1 am perſwaded hat neither death nor life, nor 
eAvgels, nor prencipaluties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor herght nor depth nor any other creature ſhal 
be able to ſeperate vs from the lene of God which us in (hriſt Ie- 
{#5 our Lord, Vato which Chriſtian reſolution if wee would 
attaine,we muſt remember Gods promiſes,that he w/ill bee 
with vs in all our affliQtions, which we ſuffer for his ſake,and 
for the preſeruing of our conſciences pure and vndefiled 
from the ſpots of fſinne ; that hee is faithfull and well nor 
1.Cor.10.13. ſ#ffer vs ro be tempted aboue our power , but will gine a good 
iſſue with the temptation, that wee may bee able to beare it ; 
that he will ewrne chem all to onr good, and finally that hee 
vill crowne our patient ſuffering theſe light and momen- 
2.C07.4-17- ranyaffi ions, with afarre moſt excellent and an eternall 
waight of plory, LO | 
$SeZ.11. The laſtrule ro beobſerued &praQtiſed inthe time of our 
The eighth, rule, preparatio,is,that we do not wilfullyrun intoafflitions,nor 
that wemuſtact pul the crofle vp6 our own ſhoulders;but that we diligently 
wilfl.y1:7 8= yſe al good means,eyther to eſcape them before they come; 
bo af firs. . or to bee freed from them, when they are inflicted on vs. 
Concerning the former, as we ought not to flee thoſe ene- 
miesthrough cowardly feare inthe viſe of vnlawful meanes; 
ſo muſt we not provoke therh to affaultys when wee might 
liue ia peace; as wee muſt not hide our ſelues from them vn- 
derthe couert of finfull fhifts, when they are ſent of Godto ' 
finde 


87 hap.s. 


That we moſt not vilfully run into afflictions. 
finde vs; ſo wee muſt not voluntarily ſeeke them, and dare 
chem to incounter vs, when they would be quiet and mcane 
vsno harme , and finally as wee muſt not ſhamefully retire 
when God ſoundeth the alarme to battell . nor pull backe 
our ſhoulder when he enioyneth vsto beare the croſle; ſo 
mult we not diſorderly march on when hee ſoundeth the re- 
crait,nor thruſt our ſeJves vnder a load of our owne making 
which he neuer laid vpon vs ; foras the ſonne of Syrach tel- 


Lib.r. 


leth vs,he that loneth danger ali periſh therein, Neither is it Eccleſ.3.27, 


required that we ſhould fill this bitter cup of affliQtions vn- 
tro our ſcJues, but onely that we drinke of it when God put- 
teth it into our hands; nor that we {hould make croſſes, but 
onely beare then, according to the example of our Saviour 
Chriſt, who did not carry his crofle,til it was laid vpon him, 
| For otherwiſe we do nottakevpoen vs the crofle, bur wring 
it (asit were) outof Gods hand ; wee doe nor ſubmit our 
{clues voto his will, but rather doc our 6wne; the which is 
not fortitude but madnefle, which will not bring any com- 
fort in our ſufferings; ſeeing we cannot incourage our ſelues 
with tne ſaying of our Saviour , (ball ] not drinke of the cuppe 


which my Father hath ginenme? it beeing a mixture of our Iohn 18.17, 


owne making, 3nd a potion of our owne providing, Now 
if wee would know how to diſcerne Godstrofſles from our 
owne, wee may cafily diſtinguiſh them by this cne rule, 
namely that Godcalleth vs then onely to ſufter , vhen wee 
haue nolawfull meanes to auoid the affliction ; and conira- 
riwiſe we thruſt our ſelues vnder the burthen; vinen with- 
out finne,and with a good conſcience, we might eſcape the 
danger,but chuſe ratherwilful'y to run into, it. Anexample 
whereof wee haucin the Papiſts, who impoueriſh their e- 
Rates by voluntary pouerty , and torment their bodics with 
pilgrimages, penance of their owne deviſing, whipping and 
ſcourging, reſembling herein the ancievt Lacenians, who 
inuredtheir children in a fockiſh valour, tocontend one 
with another, who ſhould with patience indure moſt fripes; 
or the Baalitiſh Prieſts, who lanced and cut themſc'ues 


G 4 before 


Lib.r, 88 Chap.s 
That we muſt not wilfully run into affiiftions, 


- before their idols: whoſe practiſe let vs auoid, not going as 
yoluntaries into the skirmiſh of afflitions, but Raying our 
time til we are preſſed and called out by our great comman- 
der ; not pulling croſſes vpon vs, in which wee' can have no 
comfort,fceing therein wee yeeld no obedience vnto God 
bur ſerue our owne wils,and follow our owne fantahies ; bur 
patiently bearing thoſe onely which wee are affured that 
God hath laid vpon vs,becauſe wee have no lawfull meanes 
to ſhun and auoid chem. And to this end let vs con{ider, that 
this voluntary thruſting of our [clues into needlefle affli i- 
ons, is expreſly contrary to Gods commandements;as if they 
concerncour bodies, we finne againſt the fixth Comman- 
dement,which as it requireth that we doe not any way hurt 
our neighbours body,but vic all good meanes to doe them 

good; {oallo firft and principally, that wee doe no harme 

ro our owne bodies, but vie all good meanes to prelerue 

them in theirhealth & Rrength, or ifit concerne our goods 

— andeftate,againſt the cighth commandement, whichrequi- 
rethnoleſſe the preſeruation of our owne eſtate, then ofa. 

- nother mans;and forbiddeththe wilful waſting of our owne 

* ſubſtayce,to our vndoing and impoueriſhing, as well as the 

robbing and ſpoyling of our neighbour. So our Saujour 

Chriſt hath commanded ys to vſe lawfull meanes for the a- 

Marth,10.23, voiding of afflitions,and that when hey perſecute vs in one 

24.16, a is Yi 

cityve ſpould flye vnto another , aud forctellicg the milcries 

which ſhould befall Teruſalem, hee counſelleth thoſe-who 

would eſcape then, to flee imto the mowntaires, And with his 

counſell wel agreeth the ſayingof Au/7ine; It is folly (faith 
Tu9o0d vitaze he) to admit thoſe miſcries which may bee auoided ; and 

pojis fuitum therefore cucry wiſe man will feeke to ſhunne death and 

admittere eſt. oreefe,as much as he can, and as much as is conuenient; leſt - 
© Aug. de be- *f,« donor ſhunne them, he be not in this regard wretched 

atavita diff b hee befoll tion bark Ck Le . 

tat.3. ecauſe they befallbim; but becauſe when hee might , hee. 

would not auoid them, the whichisa manifeſt ſigne of fol- 

lie; and therefore in not auoiding euils,hee is not miſerable 

in ſuffering them, but becauſe he is marked fora foole, To 

| | the 


Lib.1 . $9 Chap, rn 
T hat ve muſt not wilfully ran into affiitions, 


the ſame purpoſe another perſwaderh ys after this manner, 
Let vs not (faith hee) caft our ſelves headlong into dangers 
voluntarily becaule this is fooliſh raſhnes;neither lervs faint 
and flee being turmoiled with afflitions, when we are cal- 
led to ſuffer them, for this is fearefull cowardile, If wee are 
called by the preaching of the word heereunto ler vs not re- 
fule; bur let vs not ruſh into them vnaduiedly and withour 
cauſe, we not being moued by any profit or neceſſity whica 
reſpeReth godlines; for this were oftentation, and ambiti- 
ous aſpiring vnto ſuperfluous honour, Yet if ary thing hap- 
pen which oppugneth religion and holines,we ought notto 
 ſhrinke although ir were to ſuffer a thouſand deaths, Let vs 
not dare andprouoke temations when al things which con- 
cerne godlines ſucceed according to our hearts defire ; for 
why ſhould wee invite ſuperfluous dangers which.haue no 
profic? &c. Let vs be prepared as becommeth valiant ſouldi- 
ers,alwaies armed, ſober and watching as thoſe who conti- 
nually expect an enemy. Butler vs not of our owne accord ' 
raiſe wars, and make a combuſtion againft-our owne peace, 
for this is not the part'of a good ſouldier, bur of a mutinous 
and ſeditious perſon : bur if the trumpet of holineſſe-found. 
the alarme tobartell; then march on valiantly without de- 
lay, contemne thy life, and entring the conflict with much 
cheerefulneſſe, ruſh into the maine.army of thine enemies, 
put the Diuell ro flight, and ſet vp a trophy of victory; bur if . 
godlinefl ſuſtaine no damage, the principles ofreligion be 
not yndermined which concerne our ſaluation, nor any man 
doe enforce vs to do any thing diſplealing to God,ler vs nor 
be ſuperfluous in our ſufferings. 


Furthermore let ys know, that as it is volawfull to tak 
* - b d.Sed.12, 


ypon vs voluntarily crofles & afflitions when we may law- 


That we muſt 


fully eſcape them; fois it alſo as vnlawtulltolye vnder them ,,,,.,.,.7 
{till, when wee may by good and honelt meanes be freed = 
from them; becauſe this is to tempt the Lord, when as need. whereby we may 


leſly we defire to make experience of his power,prouidence, 


be freed and de + 
liuercd from our 


& promiſed aſliſtance,cither for our deliuery, or for firength | flidions, 
an 


d 


Matth.4.7. 


Lfb.1, 90 Chap.s, 
That we muſt no! wilfully rus into aff|iftions, 


and patience to induretheſe wilfull trialls, For heerein we 
reſemble {tubborne and fooliſh children, who wilfully fall 
that their parents may catch hold of them,and being down, 
lye till and crye,bur neuer offcr te riſe, becauſe they expe 
to be helped vp by others, And this is the finne vato which 
our Saujour Chritt was tempred by the Devill, bur reſifted 
the tentation,alleadging that it is written, that wee mmf? nor 
tempt che Lord our God, We our ſelves continually pray chat 
we may not be led into tentation,but that we may be deli. 
uered from euill; and therefore ſeeing atfliftions are ſtrong 
tentations, whereby the deuiland the world labour to draw 
vs to the commirting of finne, as impatiency, murmuring & 
repining againſt Godgdoubring of his providence and ſuch 
ke,& ſeeingthey are euils of puniſhment, which are threat- 
ned againſt fin;therefore we muſt not wilfully caſt our ſclues 
into theſe tentations,into which wee pray that we may not 
be led, nor of our owne accord runne intothole cuils, from 
which we intreat at Gods hands that we may be deliuered, 
For whatſocuer we lawfully deſire by prayer, that we are to 
labor after in the vſe of al good meanes that we may obtain 
it; and that which we pray againſt wee are bound co vic the 
like meanes to ſhun and auoid ir, defiring God togiue vs 
grace,that we may carefully and proſperoufly vie them, ey- 
ther for the gaining ofthe one, or eſcaping of the other, 
which if we doe not, we doe but play the hypocrites,praying 
with our lips for that our hearts deſire nor. Sothat as we 
muſt not wilfully plunge our ſelues into tentations; ſo muſt 
we contrariwiſe vie all good means to ſhun afflitiss before 
they happen, and to be deliuered from them if already wee 
bee ouertaken by them; asnamely wee muſt vie the law- 
full meanes of Phyſicke, ro prevent or cure our ficknefles, 
induſtrious labour in our calling, to preſerue vs from po- 
uerty ; or to bee freede from it, if wee beefallen into ir, 
the authoritie and affiftance of mayifirates, to defend vs 
from injuries and oppreſſion ; or to recguer our right of 
which which wee are depriued by force and violence; and 


flighc 


P 


Lib.7. _ : Chap.s. 
That \ve muſt uſe all good meanes to anoydeafſſuitions, 


flight in the time of perſecution, vnleſſe the glory of God, 
and goodof the Church doe require our martyrdome and 
ſuffering. The which is warapted vnto vs,not onelyby thoſe 
teffimonies of Scripture, before alleaged, bur alſo by the 
example of the Saints of &©od from time totime. For thus 
Jacob vſed al good policie, andnegletedno meanes which 


| hethoughte available for the appealing of his brothers fu- 


ry, and auoyding thoſe miſchiefes which would haue ac- 
males bis no «Thus Moſes fled from Pharaoh, Danid gs Nas 
from Saul and Ab/alon, loſeph and IM iy from Hereds cruell 1.Sam.19. 
perſecution; P./ from the Tewes at Damaſcus; and thoſe * S2m.15. 
who hauing vowed his death, did lye in waite to murder * = = "y "—_—_ 
him. And thus he eſcaped bonds by pleading the priviledge * " 

of a citizen of Rome; and made a great party on his fide to 

defend him from raging violence, by profefſing himſelfe to 

be a Pharifie, Yea our Saujour Chrift himſelfe, who came 

into the world to ſuffer for vs, did flee perſecution vntill 

the appointed time came; and euen then being affrighted 

with that heauy burthen which heewas to beare, and. ab-. 

horring to drinke of that bitter potion prepared for him, he 
did inſtantly defire, (though with ſubmiſſion of his will to 
his heauenly father's) that this cup might paſſe from him, 
The which examples are ſufficient warrant for vs to auoide 
afflitions by all lawful meanes,taking them as ſent by God 
for our preferuation or deliverance, and praifing his name 
in the vie ofthem, Neither is it fit chat wee ſhould fic Nil), 
and effeminatly complaine when wee are in any miſery and 
calamitie,; bur as it beſcemeth a manly diſpoſition, we muſt 
aduiſe with our ſelues, take counſaile of others, and labour 
and endeayour in the vie of all Jawfull meanes to eſcape af- 
flitions, or to overcome them, if we cannotauoyde them, 
Noris itenough that wee defire deliuerance, or implore by 
prayer Gods aſſiſtance to free vs from trouble; but as the 
wiſc Pilote doth provide all things neceſſary againſt the 
tempeſt, and vſerh them with all careand diligence when 
the ſtorme commeth,and fo craucth Gods blefling ypon his 

elh- 


Marth, 26, _ 


tZenef. 32, 
Hol.12.4, 


lob.z6.:1, 


Lib.r, . 92, Chap.s, 
That we muſt vſe all good meanes to anoyde affliftions, 
endeauours, becauſe without this, his paines and prouidece 


| become vaine and fruitleſle;ſo muſt we take the ſame courle 


in all dangers and troubles (having holy /acob for our ex. 
ample, who though he had wraſtled with Godal the night, 
by prayers and firong cryes, and had prevailed , yet he ſer- 
uethGods prouidence by his owne endeauours,and vſeth al 
good meanesto pacifie or auoyde his brothers rage)and nor 
after a childiſh wanner lye ſtill and cry, beating (as it were) 
the ground vpon which we are fallen, and complaining 
of our affflitions which haue hurt and greeued ys, but ne- 
uer endeauouring to riſe againe, nor viing any meanes of 
eaſe or comfort. But yet in the vſe of all meanes to free vs 
from afflictions, we muſt carefully obſerue theſe rules: firſt 
that they be lawfull and warrantable,not wickedand finful, 
leaſt that reproofe of Elbu,intended againſ /ob, bee iuftly 
applyed vnto vs , that we chuſe iniquity rather then aſfiift ion; 
for he ill prouideth for his owne good, who falleth into the 
euill of finne, to efcape the euill of puniſhment,and that in- 
dangereth his ſoule to moſt grievous and everlaſting tor- 
ments, that he may be fieed from thoſe bodily-afflictions, 
whichare light and momentany, For beſides that, hee ha+ 


zardeth himſelfe to the ſuffering of theſe endlefle torments 


for the time to come, that he may be caſedof preſent (mart; 
he doth through the iuſt iudgment of God faile oftentimes 
of his purpoſe,& lieth ſtil vnder the crofle which hethought 
to haucauoided, And not ſcildome whileſt he thus eſcapeth 
one miſcry, he falleth at vnawaresintoa farre greater, fin- 
ding no more caſe and comfort, by all his vnlawfull ſhifts 
then the ſeelic fiſh which leapeth our of the frying pan into 
the fire. And whereas he might haue borne the hand of God 
in the former affliftions with greater patience, becauſe hee 
had inwardly the teſtimony of a good conſcience to com- 
fort him; and outwardly the ſweet odour of a good name, 
he is by his wicked ſhifts robbed of both, and is forced to 
beare his more heauie croſſes with the terrours of an euill 
conſcience, and deſcrucd infamy and reproach, The ſecond 

| caution 


Lib, r. 93 Chap.s. 


That we muſt w/e allgood meanes to anoyde affitions. 


caution is, that in vſing theſe meanes wee doe referre the 
iflue ro the good pleaſure of God, and ſubmit our wills to 
his will, ſaying with our Sauiour, Father let this cup paſſe 
from me, howbent not my will, but thine be done; for as much as 
he knoweth better then our ſclues what is fit for vs,and will 
according to his promiſe intime conuenient, giue a good 
iſſue our of the tentation, And laſtly, we muſttake heed leaſt 
in viing the meanes we truſt in them, and leauing the Lord, 
who is the ſupreame cauſe of our deliuerance, doe reft vypon 
our owne prouidence, and vypon inferiour cauſes, which are 
but his inſtruments;like,ynto Aſa who truſted in the Phyfi- 
_ tians for the recouery of his health;for the we ſhal rob God 
of his glorie,and in ſtead of returning the praiſe of our deli- 
uzrice yato him, we wil,with thoſe whom the Propher Ha- 
backuck reprooucth, Sacrifice vnto our nets, and burne incenſe 
to our yarne. And theſe are the cautions, which, being ob- 
ſerued, wee may lawfully, yea wee ought to vicall good 
meanesto eſcape aff1iQions, or. bee deliuered ont of them; 
ſeeing otherwiſe we ſhall cempt God, offer wrong again(t 
' our oWne perſons, and not be accepted of God in our ſuffe- 
rings, ſeeing heerein wee yeeld no obedience vnto him, 
thele not being croſſes of his impoſing; but follow our 
owne wilfull phantafies, in making choyce of vnneceſſary 
atflictions; nor fight his batcels againſt the world,ſecing hee 
kath not called vs our, nor (ſounded the allarme;. bur (as ic 
were) pick private quarrels againſt our owne peace,ſeeking 
out, and prouoking an enemie, with whom the Lord hath 


not co:mmanded ysto fight, 


Math. 6.39, 


Hab.1.16. 


d Sec?. I. 
Paticnce dts 
fixed, 


THE SECOND BOOKE, 
CONTAINING OVR CONELICT 


with afflictions, whereln isintreated of pati- 
ence in bearing the croſle, and of the meanes 
whereby wee may attaine vnto it. 


FC eee ns — 


Crap, I. 


Of patience m affiiftions, what it is, and the canſes and proper- 
ries thereofe 


GUN <5N the former Booke I haue ſhewed whatpre- 


}Þ&) paration is required of ys, before wee enter 


(Gp A intothis ſpiritual conflict ofafff1Qtions. Now 
G2, Ko we are to ſpeake of the right demeaning of 
IAC 


our ſelues when we are entered into the bat- 
| teil, and of the holy and chriſtian diſpoſition 


and behauiour, which we muſt exerciſe and ſhew, both in 


the bearing of thoſe croſſes, whileſt it ſhall pleaſe God to 
let them lye vpon vs, and alſo in returning thankes and 
praiſe vnto God,after ye are through his gracious affiſtance 
delivered from them, and haue obrtaincd tull victory in this |. 
fpirituall conflict: vnto the well bearing of the croſle,is re- 
quired patience, in all our afflitions, the higheſt degree 
whereof is, when we beare them with thankeſgiving, and 
ſpiritual ioy,and rcioycing in the holy Ghoſt. And firſt I will 
intreate of this grace it ſelfe,and then of the meanes where= 
by wee may attaine ynto it, Concerning the former. Pa- 
Hence 


Of patience m afflition, 

tience is our paſſine obedience, or the obedience of the croſſe, 
which is a fruite an4grace of Gods holy ſpirit, ariſing from the 
true knowledge of God, and of our ſelues, as alſo from a linely 
faith,affience, hope and unfained lone of God, Whereby we beare 
our croſſe impoſed ypon vs by God, quietly, conſtantly, and wil= 
lingly, Where firſt I ſhew the roote whereof this patience is 
a braunch,namely our obedience vato God, whereby we in 
_ allchings ſubmir our wills vato his good pleaſure, both for 
the doing and ſuffering of all which hee requireth; ſaying 
with El, [e s the Lord, let him doe what ſeemeth good vnto 
him, And with Dauid, Heere I am, let hins doe vnto me a4 it 
ſeemeth goed in his cies, And with our Sauiour Chriſt him- 


Lib. 2. 


The deſcription 
of patience, 


1.Sam,z.18, 


2.Sam.15.26, 


ſeife, Not as [ will, but as theuwilt: and againe, O my father, 11.ch, :6. 39.42: 


if this cup cannot paſſe away frov: me, bur that { muſt drinke of 
ir, thy will bedone, And this is that which wee continually 
beggein that petition ofthe Lords prayer, Ty wii be done in 
earth as it is in hearen, And therefore if wee pray with vp- 
right hearts, and not like hypocrites, we will ſubmire our 
ſcluestothis good will of God, when by the euenr it isre= 
vealed vnto ys, whether it be for the doing of that which he 
requireth, or the ſuffering of that which he impoſeth vpon 
vs. And thus it appeareth, that our patience is a braunch of 
that obedience which wee owe vnto God; I ade further, 
that iis a fruir ofthe ſpirit; for Gods holy ſpirit is the chiefe 
and principall cauſe both of this, and of all other Gods ſan- 
Qifing and ſauing graces,asthe Apoſtle ſhewerh in the Epi- 
Rle to the Galathians, The fraire((aith he)of rhe ſpirit &5 Lowe, 
toy,peacelong ſuffering, gentleneſſe, goodneſſe, fauh, meekueſſe, 
temperancie,c,But becauſe the ſpirit of God,as the chicfe 
and ſupreame cauſe, doth for'the effeRing of this grace of 
patience in vs, vic certaine other graces as mediate and ſub. 
ordinate cauſes thereof; euen as the maine roote doth deciue 
life and ſappe, firſt to the chiefe boughes, and by them to 
the leſſer braunches; therefore 1 expreſſe inthis deſcription 
of patience, theſc ſuboriiaa, next and immed;ate cauſes 
from which it ariſeth and ſprinz;crth, Andfir;i ;ne know 
| Icdce 
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ledge of God,as of his infinite wildome,whereby he know. 
eth what is beſt for vs, his al-ruling prouidence, whereby he 
diſpoſeth all things for thoſe ends, which in his wiſdome he 
ſeeth to be beſ; his will which is tae rule of all juſtice, and 
therefore to be obeyed by all hiscreatures; and finally, his 
mercy, goodneſſe and love towards vs, whereby he turneth 
all things to our good; as being qur moſt gracious and 
deareifather in Teſus Chriſt, And alſo the knowledge of 
our ſelues, that wee are moſt wicked and damnable finners, 
who by our manifold and haynous tranſgrefliens, haue de. 
ſerued to haue the full vials of Gods wrath to bee powred 
vpon vs; anditherefore great reaſon we haue to bearetheſe 
leſſer affli tions with patience and thankeſgiving,ſeeing we 
have iuftly deſerued the greateſt,euen the eternall condem- 
nation both ofour bodies and ſoules. Vnto this knowledge 
] adde faith, by which we belecue and apply vnto our ſclues 
all wee know for our owne vieand benefit; for belceuing 
that God is our gracious father in Chriſt, and apprehending 
all Gods gracious promiſes of the Goſpell as due vnto vs; 
and particularly thoſe which afſure vs of Gods affiftance, 
and of our deliuerance out of all afflitions, we beare with 
patience theſe croſſes that are layde vpon vs, The other gra« 
ces named, as they are the fruites of this faith, ſo are the 
cauſes of our patience, as namely affiance in God, whereby 
beleeeing his promiſes, we reſt vpon him in all troubles and 
dangers; and hope, whereby we expe and waite for with 
patience the accompliſhment of them; and finally, loue of 
God which proceedeth from the_afſurance of his loue to- 
wards vs; the which eſpecially doth worke in-vs, confirme, 
and increaſe our patience,according tothe ſaying ofthe A- 
poſtle; Lowe [uffereth sll things,it beleeneth all things, it hopeth 
all things, it indureth all things, and doth nexer fall away. And 
that becauſe we are aſſured that nothing ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate vs from the lJoue of God in Ietus Chriſt our Lord, 
& that all things whatſouer, euen our croſſes and afflictions 
ſhall worke together for the beſt ynto them that loue _ 
or 
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for he who is mercifull and gratious to his enemies, will bee 

infinite in mercy and goodnesto his friends, who loue and 

feare him, and alſo becauſe nothing ſeemeth hard and difh- 

cult to him that loueth, | 


By which it appeareth that all crue patience is a fruite of SSe7.2, 


the ſpirit, and ariferh mediately from theſe ſayRifying and 
ſauing graces: whereof it followeththat it was neuer robe 
found among the Echnicks and Pagan Philoſophers, becauſe 
they were deftiture of theſe ſauing graces. tis true that they 
gaue many precepts of patience, which make a faire ſhew 
at the fir(t fght;as prouerbially it was ſaid among them, that 
we muſt beare and forbeare, ſo ſome have taught that felici- 
ty covſiſteth not in wordly proſperity, bur in the exerciſe & 
praQtiſe of vertue,& conſequently that a yertuous man may 
bec happie though affl:ed; yea that by aduerſity wee haue 
eccafion ſotoexercile vertue,that it wil appeare more beau= 
tifull and glorious, the Stoicks taught that there is no cuill 
in affliction, bur onely that it is enill coabandonvertue and 
follow vice; and to the ſame purpoſe the oratour faith, that 
beſides vice and diſhoneſty, nothing can befall aman wher- 
at he ſhould bee dantedand appalled. Andthe praQiſealſo 
of many of thein was according to theſe precepts; for ſo we 
read of Horatins Palurdlys being dedicating ofaTemple,and 
hearing of the death of his ſonne;that he ſeemed notmoued 
with the news,but without interruption finiſhed that which 
he had in hand: and Paxl/as /Emilins, hearing ofthe death 
ofhis children,ſayd with vndaunted courage, that the gods 
had heard his prayer, which was that calamities ſhould ra- 
ther befall his familie, then the common wealth, And the 
like magnanimous patience they ſhewed in ſuffering perſo- 
nall afflitions:as Ari/tides in his baniſhment: Scipio inthoſe 
indignities which his vngratefull countrimen offered vnto 


That there was . 


ucuer any true 
patience among 
the heathens. 


Ariſt.in ethick. 


bim; Regulus in his exquiſite torments,; Bur yer this wasno | 


true patience, becauſe it lowed not from thoſe ſauing gra- 
ces of the knowledge of God, faitli, afhance and hope ; nei- 
ther was dane in obcdienceto _— will, and ioyned with 

humi= 


rn eo eye pe ts 
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bumility; burdid ariſeratherfrompride,. whereby they de- 

fired to eternize their fame, or at_beſt from a ciuill loue of 

thcir country, er ſome other wordly reſpects, rowhichpur- 

poſe one faith that the Philoſophers proteſled that they 

ſought after patience; but their patience was as falſe and 

counterfaite as their wiſedome, For how can hee be wiſe or 

patienr,who hath not knowne the wiſdomeand patience of 

Cyprian. df bono God? And againe,if their wiſedome was not true, then nei- 

patient./ib, ther could their patience : for it he alone be patient, who is 

humble and mecke,and we ſce that theſe Philoſophers were ' 

neither mecke nor humble ; but ſuch as pleaſed themſclues 

much intheir owne cies, and that in thoſe things wherein 

Ibid Serm.3. they diſpleaſed God; it plainely appeareth that there was no 

true patience there,where there was an infolent audaciouſ- 

nes of affected liberty, and a manifeſt appearance of immo+ , 

« deſtboaſting. Finally they did not looke to the hand of 

God exerciſing themwith theſe afflitions, nor yeeldedo. 

bedience to his will in their ſufferings; but they aſcribed all 

to fate chance, and fortune, profeſſing that theſe affli ions 

Optimum: eft pz. were to be borne with patience, becauſe they could not bee 

tiquod emen- auoided;or ifatallthey acknowledged Gods hand inthem, 

dare non poſ” they yeelded ynto it, bonne it was in yaine to firive; now 

——_ —_ he that ſubmitteth himſelfe yponmeere neceſſity, and be- 

trahunt Senec, Cauſc he cannot chuſe; would refift if he were able,& detraQ 

epiſt.1079, hisobedience in his ſufferings,if by any meanes he could ef+ 

Non pareo deo- cape them;whereas he whois truly patient obeyeth willing 

oa _— * fX ly the good pleaſure of God, andmeckely ſubmitreth him- 

vienceeſſesft, ſelfe tobeare the creſle, not becauſe beeing neceffary hee 

ſequor,Senec. e. muſt beare it, whether he will or no; but becauſe itis ſinfull 

piſt.96. to detrat his obedience, and torefifi the will of God which 

OMalys miles eſt he knoweth to be iukt in it ſelfe, and in reſpeRofhimfull of 
rs Eo mercy and goodnefle, 

| ger, pony And thus haueI ſhewed the cauſes of patience, &the dif- 

| &.Sefb.3. ference,cheeflyarifing out of them, berweene the patience 

Of the objeft of of Chriſtians and of the heathens and. infidels; I further ſer 

patience. down the obiectofpatience,namely thecrofſe, which is that 

| : meaſure 
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meaſure and proportion of afflitions, that God hath allor- 

ted and ſhared out rocuery one ofthe faithfuil, the which 
isneccflarily to be borne of every one who will bee Chriſts 

| Diſciple,according to the ſaying of our Sauiour , if avy man 

x ill come after meter him denye hnſclſe and rake vp hu croſſe Luc.9.23, 
daily a: follow me; of which neceſiity the Apolile rendreth 
thisrcaſon, becauſe aſfiRtions are in Gods eternall decree 

ioyned With oureleion asa meaves whereby our ſaluation 

is furthered : for having before ſpoken of affliAtions, that if 

we ſ»ffer wich Chriſt, we fhall alſo raigne with him; that they 

are not worthy the glory which ſhall be rewealed, and that they 

ſhall worke 1ogerher for the beſt vnto them that lene God ; hee 

addeth this as another conſolation, that theſe afflitions are 

ſignes of our eleRion ; for thoſe Which he knew before, bee alſo 
predeſtinare to Le made like to the image of hu ſonne , that hee Row $19. 
wight be the firſt borve among many brethrex, 

Inthe laſt place 1 ſer downe the manner ofſuffering ne- , « Fr 
ceſſarily required to true patience, the which confifterh in of - _— 1; 
three things; the firſt is that we beare the croſſe meckly and Saas 
mild]y,peaceably,quictly, and with mederate greefe'& ſor. ,xd frft of 7 
row; and that not outwardly alone, but eſpecially in the meekenes and 
mind and heart, Sothe Lord faith by his Prophet vnto his 4#7c:. : 
afflicted pcople ; [nreſt and quietnes ſhall ye be ſaned, in quiet- Iſa.30.15. 
neſſe ard confidence ſhall be your ſtrength ; And what kinde of : 
quietneſle and peace this is, Davidexprefſerh, wherehe bid- pq, FR 
deth vs to examzne our owne hearts vpon our owne bed andbee 
ſtill. Shewing that our quietnes and peace ſhould be as well pralm.39.9. 
priuate,as before company, and as well intheheart & mind, - 
aSinthe ſpeechand countenance. Anexample of this qui- 
erpcaceſulnes,and mecke-filence, wee have in David, who 
Ws dumb,ard opened not his month becauſe it was God that did 
«ff1tt h:m;and in /ob, who in his greateztremities checketh, , 
himielfe for hauing bin roo talkative ibis complaints; and yOu 
profeſleth for the time ro come,that hewauld lay his hand wp- 
on ht; mouth, keepe ſilence and ſpeake nomore. But aboue all 


examples is that of ur Sauiour Chrift, who in his manifold 
_- and 


Lib.2- 


Lib.2. | roo _. Chap.r, 
Of patiznce in affliftions, , 


and greeuous afflitions is ſaid not to have opened his month, 
but was brought out a a ſheepe to the ſlaughter, and as a ſhegge 
before her ſhearer is dumbe; ſo he opened not bis month, Voto wh 

quiet meeknesis oppoſed clamorous complaining, crying, 
howling, & wringing of the hands ; murmuring 8 repiting 

againſt the prouidence & iuſtice of God;as though he were 

an accepter of perſons, puniſhing vs more greeuoullic then 

greater offeders,or aboue y quality of our fault, orourſtregrh 

to indure it, as we mayſec in the example of Caive, who c6- 

Gen. 4.13. plaineth that his puniſhment was greater then he could beare, 
But howſoeuer this vnruely vnquietnes and vehemencie 

Chryſoft.ſerm.ad of paſſion is to be auoided of all thoſe, who would poſſeſſe 
poputim.z. Tom their ſoules with patience; yer it is lawfull, yea expedient & 
" needful, that we ſhould inthe time of affliction be aff-Red 
with moderate greefe;yet not ſo much fory afflictis it lelte, 

and the ſmarrtand ſenſe of paine (in which regard wee are 

not to mourne out of eur judgement, choyce, and will, bur 

onely ſo much as nature and neceſſity compelleth vs vato) 

as for our finne which is thus chaſtized and correRed : and 

that not in reſpeR of the puniſhment whichit deſerueth,bur 

becauſe thereby we haue offended and diſpleaſed our grati- 

ous God and mercifull Father, Becauſe all ſorrow which is 

for any thing, hauing no reference or reſpect to finne,is yain 

and ynprofitable,yea oftentimes burtfull and pernicious; or 

ifit doe any good at all,itisnot by leſſening of the affliQ- 

on,but only as it caſeh the heartby ventiny of that greefe, 

which being r2tained, would ſuftocate or breake it,in which 

regard ſorrow is only to be initertained in reſpe&of the out» 

ward expreſling thexof,as a meanes to ynburthen the mind, 
andnottoloadeir, ypon neceſſity to caſe nature by giuing 

ſomeiſſac tothoſe flouds of greete, which if they were dam- 

med in, would ouerflow and drownethe heart,and not wil- 

linglyro continuein ir, or to aggrauate it by our conceipt, 

which inuenteth wirttily ſuch arguments as, will robbe our 

foules of all peace and quietnes. For whereas there are ſcue- 
rall medicines which ate proper and peculiar foreuery dif- 
: calc 
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eaſe, which being rightly applied doe cffeR the cure; but if 
- c@crariwiſe that which is fit for one be applied vnto another, 
in ſtead of helping, it much hurteth.& increaſeth the malig- 
nity of the diſcaſe:ſo the medicines that helpeth the diſcaſes 
of the hand, are vnproficable or pernitious, being applied to 
the heart; & that which helps the hearing,would being mie 
applied, put out the eyes; ſorrow and greefe is appointed by 
God to be a medicive proper andpeculiar for the curing of 
Gnne ; and being rightly applied vnto ir, and in fit proporti- | 
on,it doth cure and heale it; butifit be mifapplied vnto ovr 
croſſes and calamities as vnto ſickneſle, pouerty, death of 
friends and worldly loſſes, it doth not lefſen or take them a- 
way, but rather much aggrauatesand increaſeth them , like 
the worme in the nut, eating the heatt in which it is bred; 
and doing vs more true hurt and damage, then all other mi- : 
ſeries which we lament and ſorrowfor, ' | 
Bur as there is an exceſle and diſorder of our ſorrow, 
when as eyther we mourne too much, or not for that which 
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we ought cheefly ro bewaile ; ſo ghere is a defect therecf, ,,4 with the 
when we greeue notatall, bur like Rocks haue no ſenſe ey- Stoicks aftect 
ther of our fault, or of our puniſhment and correction, The eſtes ſtupidity 
which ſenſleſneſſe in bearing affliftions was ſo much com- #97 affedlions. 


mended by the Stoicks, who thought him alone magnani- 
mous and wiſe,whbo putting off al paſſion and affeRion(and 
with it humanity it ſclfe)carried himſcifeart all rimes alike, 
both in proſperiry and aduerfirie, not affeRed with ioy in a- 
ny delights, nor with ſorrowand greefe in any miſcry and 
aiſliction, Butthis is ro turne a man into a tone or ſtocks, 
and todreame of ſucha patience as neuer was or ſhall bee 
found among men; or if it could, yet hath not in itany mag- 
nanimity or Chriſtian fortitude : but dull blockiſhnefle and 
ſenſelefle (tupidiry. Yea intruth it is not onely an ynreaſo- 
nable, bur alſo a ſenflcs dreame and dotage , contrary tothe 
law of nature, which hath ordered that all living creatures 
ſhould feare affliction and miſeric before it come, and be- 
wailc it when itis in{uGed: and fo farre from true wildome, 
H 3 that 
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that it is yoid offente, and full of ridiculous folly, when with 
ſome idle rheroricke, and friuolous ſpeculation a man ſhall. 
beeperſwaded to ſmile when hee ſmarteth, and to give his 
ſente and feeling the lye, when as it telleth him that hee is 
vexed and tormented. And therefore I would paſſe it ouer, 
thinking it more fitto bee confuted with a whip, then with 
3 waight of argument; were there not many amoyg vs,profeſ- 
fing Chriſtanity, that in their praCtiſe come neere theſe ſtoi- 
call precepts, whonot out of ſpeculation and diſcourſe of ' 
. Philoſopby,bur our of their carnall ſecurity, and ſenſeclefſe 
Aupidity;and hardnes of hart,are not at al affeRted,eyther w 
Godsmercies,or with his judgements;but when Gods hand 
is heauy vpon them, put ff the feeling therof with deſperate 
cont&pr, labouring to outface their griefes, or quite ro blot 
* them ont of memory, by going into merry company,ga- 
mine, ſporting,drinking and ſuch other worldlyand carnal] 
delights.In all which they pleaſe themſelues & would blind 
others with an opinion of their patience, and contentednes | 
to b:are with all willingnes whatſocuer it pleaſeth God to 
GiIriatur de vi- inflict vpon them, Bur let chem know that this is not pari- 
riv:15 proprie en:cc, but ſcnſclefle ſecurity, and hardneffe of heart ; not a. 
+ ongey —_— verrue,but a diitaſe of che mind,cuenthe dead palhie or ſlee- . 
—_—_ py Ictharg1e of finne: andas one faith, itis nortthe ſtrength 
bore anitaris, Of health,bur ſenfl: ft Fuprdiry proceeding from tbe deſpe- 
1-142 4 1ta ratenes of their ſicknes & theif boaſting of it,is northefruir- ' 
 $lor19ii0, non eff gf patience, but frantike raving. AnC fo far off are ſuch from 
_—_— f _ WE: being either wife or paticnt, thattheyarerather like thoſe 
de patient, c.a3, drunkards, dcf.ribed by Salomer, whofleepe ſecurelyin the 
midieſt of the ſca, and on the top of the maſt; and when 
they are ſmitten feele no ſmart , and beeing beaten doe not 
know of it; and thereforereſo]ueto continuein their finne, 
or thofe demoniacks, who plucked their chaines and fetters 
Marke 5.4, @&/#»der,and couldnot betamed by any man, nor kept from 
offering violence agaioſt their owne ſenſlefle bodies, And 
therefore ſuch ſtupidity is no fruit of wiſdome, bur rather of 
madaefſc or drunkennefle in fin, and arifeth not from know- 
ledge 
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ledge, but from the ignorance or forgetfulneſſe of the cau- 
es of atflitions; for if they knew or conſidered that they 
all came from God, they would tremble vnder his corre&i- 
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' 05s, becauſe it is 4 fearfull thing to fall mrs the hands of the li 
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wmg God; if they vaderſtood or remembred that the deſer- 
uving caule is finne, which hath juflly merited nor onely 
theſe lighter chaſtizements, but even the moſt fearefull 
wrath ot God, 2nd moſt grieuous and intolerable puniſh» 
ments, temporal! and eternall; they would Jay them more to 
heart, and gronc in the ſight and ſenſe of them, If they did 
call tp minde that the end of theſe corretons is to bring. 
them ynto ſorrow for their finne, that lo they might amend 
and turne from it, they would not paſſe them over with 
carelefſe negleR, and ſecure ſtupicitie, |: t not being teuch- 
edand afflicted with theſe lighter chaſtizements,they make 
themſeclues lyable ro Gods more terrible vengeance and 


feartull plagues. 


Which ſcrſlefſeblockiſhnefſe that we may auoide inthe $.Sef7 «Go 
time of our affli tions, let vs know that the Lord in his word 07 'b* meaner 
_ doth condernne this ſecure indolencie, and _ hardneſſe 


of heart, when we are correQted by him; for ſo he taxeth the 
Iſraelites by his Prophet ; T how haſt ſtricken hems (ſaith hee) 
but they hane not ſorrowed, thou hait conſumed thrm but they 
haxe refuſed to receine correttion, they hane made : heir faces 
harder then a ſtone, and hane refuſed toretarne, Sothe Pro- 
phet © ſay condemneth their off putting from them their 


ſorrow by ſeaſting andreuelling : I» that day (faith hee) did 


the Lord of hoſts call unto weeping and mourning , and to 
balinefſe and girding with ſackcloth. Andbebold,ioy and glad- 
weſſe , ſlaying of oxen, and killing of ſpeepe, eating fleſh, and 
drinking wine, c. Secondly, let vs conſider that the Scrip- 
tures doe not deſcribe vnto vs ſucha patience, asis without 
ſenſe of the euils wee tuffer, and not ar all aſſaulted with 
griefe and ſorrow; but ſuchan one,as in the feeling of ſmart 
doth keepe vs from burſting out into murmuring and re- 
pining, or from finking into deſperate ſorrow and deepe 
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deſpaire. Not ſuch an one as is empted from all dolour 
and anguiſh;but onely chat ir moderate this griefe with ſpi- 
rituallioy, and meeke ſubmiſſion of our will co the pleatu;e 
of .God, Neither doth God require.that we ſhould haue a 
patience, not ar all prefi:d with any anxietie or forrow of 
mind; bur that beg cyred with bearingthe burthen, we be 
ſoinewhatrefreſheqd, and eaſed withthe conſolations of his 
word and holy Spiric, He would not have vs vaiiquithed in 
the, combate of afflictions; bur yer hee would hauc vs fight 
vnto wearinefie,and 10t obtaine ſuch a victorie,as hath had 
no confhi& going before ir. Ina word, that conqueſt ouer 
the Croflc beft pleafeth him, when as our naturali Fight and 
ſenſe, teeth, feeleth ard abhorreth the afflictions which wee 
ſufter,cauſing vsto grieve and grone vader our burther; & 
in themeanc time, our obedience and fil}all affeRion to our 
heaueuly father, fo farre preuaileth, as that in the middeſt 
of all the difficulties and diſtrefles, wee can bee content to 
ſubmir our ſeives to his holy will, and beare the crofle with 
patience, which he hath layde vpon vs, vntill hee volichſafe 
vs by lawfull meanes, freedome and deliuerie. And this the 
Apoſtle Par/ afhirmerh to bee the eſtate of all the faithſul}, 
namely thatin their afflitions they are touched with ſome 
ſorrow in the ſenſe and feeling of the,bur not ſo ouerwhel- 
med with gricfe and heauinefle, bur that being humbled, 
they riſe againe, and get-the victory-over the violence of 
theirpaſſions, We are (faith he) afflicted on enery [ide, yet are 
we notn drſ?reſſe; in ponertie, but not onercome of ponertie; we 
are perſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt downe, but we pertjh not, 
&c. Anexample whereof we haue in Peter, vnto whom our 
Sauiour ſaith, 1/her thou waſt young,thon girdeſt thy ſelfe,and 
walkeaft whether thou wouldeſt: but when thou ſhalt be 61d, thou 
ſhalt ſtretch out twine hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and 
lead thee whether thou wouldeſt not, By which ſpeachwe are- 
notto vnderſtand, that Perey would be fimply-vowilling to 
ſuffer for Chriſt, for then his martyrdome had deſerved no 
praiſe; bur that howſoeuer hee was willing with _—_ 
| nefle. 


—_ 
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riefſe to lay downe his life for the glory of God; that na- 
eurall feare which he had of death and corment drew i11m 
another way; fo as hee was hcereby diftrated berweene a 
twofold will of grace and nacure; the one ſhanaing death, 
the other ycelding vbedicnce to rhe will of God, thatbe- 
fore a ſorecor:flict he could nor pur feare ro flight, norger 
victorie ouer his naturail affection.So Pau! profteſled that be 
was ready not onely to ſuffer bonds, bur death it ſelfe, for 
the name ofthe Lord Ieſus: but yet thac naturall defire of 
preſeruing his life, and avoiding toxments, fo farre preuail. 
ed, that he vieth all good meanes to eſcape aftliction and 
perſecution, profefſing that he was a Phariſie, and a citizen 
of Roome, reproouing the high Prieſt, who cauſed him to 
bee vniuſtly {mitren; aud. auciding the laying in waite of 
thoſe who ſought his life, Bur mott notably doth this ap- 
pearein our $2ujour Chriſt himſeiie, who was exceedingly 
diſtracted with this double will; the one naturall, whcreb 

hee earneſtly defired to preſerue his precious lifezand toe- 
ſcape tnole fearful puniſhments which he wasto ſuffer, both 
in his ſoule and body::the other divine and fpirituall where- 
by he defired to pglorifte his. father, by ſubmitting bimlſelfe 
inallthings-to his holy will; and to perfect the worke of 
mans redemption whom hee ſo dearly loued, Whereof it 
was that he could not without a great conflit ſubmit him- 
ſelfe to thole grieuous ſufferings, but Er{t defirerh; Father if 


AQ 21.13. 


it be thy will, let this cappalſ+ from me : and after yeeideth 0+ Math, 26. 39. 


bedience to his fathers pleaſure; Newerthelefſe, nor mine, but 
thy willbe done. And thus it appeareth, that moderate for- 
row in the time ofafflition, may well ftand and agree with 
that patience which the Scriptures defcribe vnro. vs, Inthe 
third place I adde, that this moderate griefe which is caſed 
and refieſhed with diuine- conſolation is warranted, yea 
commandedinthe Scriptures. The formeris implied, where 


_ the Apoſtle requireth that we ſhould not mourne for them 1. The 


that are departed in the. faith, of Chrift, as men without 
hope; where hee taxeth and forbiddeth onely heatheniſh 
Mour=: 


04atg, 


1.Thefl.4.13. 


Heb. 2.5.7. 


11.12. 


- Tocl, 2.12.13 


*%*. 


lam.4.9 
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mourning, which was exccfſive and immoderate, and al- 
loweth ſuch a proportion as 1s fit for a temporarie depar- 
ture, So alſo wherc he ſaith, that we muſt nor deſpiſe the cha- 
ftening of the Lord, as on the other ſide, wee muſt nor fame 
when we are rebuhed cf him; where hee ſpeaketh of indury: 
cbaſtening, which argueth ſorrow and vexation, and rellech 
vs, that nochaſtizing for rhe preſent ſeemerh ro be royons, but 
riewons, cauſing the hands to hang downe, and weakning 
the knees. The other is maniſeſtly expreſſed in the Prophe- 
cie of /oe/,where*the Lord cryeth out £o his afflicted peoe 
ple : Turne yon nromenith all your heart, andwuh faſting, 
and with weeping, and uh mourning; andrent your bearts and 
not your clothes crc. But mofiplainly by the Apoſile James, 
Suffer ({sithhe) affiitions «nd ſorreWv, ye andweepe, let your 
lar:ghrer be turned into mourning, and your toy into heaumeſſe, 
Yeaintruth this is the maine end which the Lord propoun. 
deth of our afflictions, that they may ſerue as his chaltizc= 
ments, tobring vs toz fight and feeling of finne, true hu- 
miliation 2nd vnfained repentance. by ſmart and ſenſe of 
paine; cuen 2s the louing and wiſe father doth corrcRhis 
ſonne, that by the ſenſe and ſmart of the rodde, hee may be 
broughttoa fight of his fault and forrow for it, and ſomay 
amend 1t for the time to come, Aud as itis a figne of an 
vngracionschilde not to be grieued with his fathers corre- 
ions , and a great preſumption that they will not amend 
him, if they doe not moue him : ſo doth this make it more 
then probable, that ſuch are deftitute of grace and filiall af- 
feRion, and farre from reformation and amendement, who 
haue no ſenſe and fecling of Gods correRion, ncr are 
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| brought by their ſmart to vafained ſorrow for their fall. Yea 


ſuch haue 1uft cauſe to feare,that they are notatallthe chil- 
dren of God, ſeeing they are not affeRed with his fatherly 
.chaſt;z-ments, that they are in the Jethargie of ſecuritie, 
ſeeing theſe ſharpe ſtripes will not moue or awake them; 
that their hearts are brawned and of a flinty hardnefſe,when 
the hammer of Gods iudgments will not bruiſe them, nor 

; the 
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the ſharp arrowes of his indignation pearce them, or make 
any entrance for griefe and ſorrow; yea that they are flarke 
dead in their finnes, when like ſenſlefle blockes they arc not 
moued at all, when God whippeth and ſcourgeth them 
with theſe ſtinging whippes of miſcrie and afflition, Or if 
| they belong vnto GodseleRion, and have the life of grace 
begun inthem; if the Lord hath adopted chem for his ſons, 
and intendeth ro beſtow vpon them that heauenly inheri-- 
tanceof his glorious kingdome; then let them aſſure them- 
ſelues,thac he wil not leaue them till he haue humbled them 
for their faults,and brought them to a fight of their ſinne 
that they may bewaile ir. Andif his more gentle chaſtiſe..' 
ments will not effe ir, becauſe the thick skin of ſecuritie 
keepeth them from feeling the ſmart of his rods, hee will 
take in hand the three ſtringed whippe of his more grieuous 
iudgements, and more ſeuerely correct them, not leauing 
to redouble his blowes till their ſenſe of paine hath broughr 
them to a fight of finne, to true humility and acknowledg- 
ment of their faults; and to an: heartic ſorrow, both natu- 
rall for the _— and ſpiricuall fortheir finne, And this 
the Lord threatneth againſt his people of Ifraell, 7harif x... | 
they did walke Pubbornt againſt 6. Would not be Ares _— I 
by his more mild correftions, he would watks ſtubbornly againſt 

them inhs anger, and chaften them ſeauen trmes more accor- 

ding ts their ſinnes, And at this our Sauiour aimeth when he 

admoniſhed the man whom he had cuced, ro fanne no more, lob.5.14. 

leſt a worſe thing did happen vnto hmm, And this is iuſt with 

God ro double his puniſhments, when as men redouble.  __ 
their finnes, adding 0 cheir other tran{greſſions, ſftub- — : 
borneſſe, impenitencic. hardneffe of heart, and negleQ of ec 
Gods more gentle chattizements, which hee hath appoin= aeris animum, 
tedto be the meanes of cheir humiliation aud repentance, 9#4nt9 rags 
To which purpcſ> one ſatth, that hee isri pht'y iudged wor- #195 24it in- 
thy ſo muchche greater puniſhment, by how much beiog _ pan 
vicious, he abhouceth the.in{truments of yertue and good- parerr, gb, 
netic, ; Cap.5s 
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| Moreoner, our Saviour Chrift foretolde not onely the 
afflicions of his diſciples, but alſo that they ſhould ſorrow 
and mourne when they were afflifted, Yee (faith he) hal 
Weere and lament, and theworld ſhall retoyce © and ye ſhall ſors 
row, but your ſorrow ſhall be turned mto ion, Neither did hee 
impute this grcefe vnto them as an ,infirmirie, or fruiteof 
pufillanimitie or deieftion of minde., but as an ation ſo 
pleaſing and acceptable vnto God, that hee vouchafethto 
rewerd it with cternall happinefle. Blefſe# (faith he) are they 
that wmoarne, for they ſhall be comforted <' and bleſſedare ye that 
weepe now, for je ſhall laugh,Finally,ithath been thecontinu« 
all praQtiſe of all Gods ſaints, to ſorrow and mourne in their 
affligions; for thus Abraham, the father of the faithfull, 
mourned for the death of Sara, [ſaac for Abrahnm,Taceb for 
Iſaac, and the ſuppoſed death of /oſeph, and 7oſeph and his 
brethren for their father /acob. Thus was patient 7ob affe- 
Qed with moderate greefe when he heard of the lofle of his 
riches and children, although hee meckly ſubmitted him- 
ſelfe ro the will of God, and bleſſed his holy name in his 
greateſt extrewity; for ſo iris ſaid, that Zee aroſe and rent bis 
garment, and ſhaued bu head, and fell downe vpou theground 
and worſhipped. And thus holy Dauid profeſſeth that in his 
afflitions hee was ſo much affeed with forrow, that hee 
famed in his monrnmy, and cauſed his bedeuery night to ſwim, 
and matred his couch with hes teares, that hee was bowed and 
crooked wery ſore vnder the waight of his affliflions, and went 
mourning all the day, That hee was Weakened and fore broken, 
and rnared for the very greefe of his heart .So it is ſaid of good 
Hez2kjah, that being in danger of deavh, he turnedh:s face 
ro the wall, prayed wnto the Lord, and wept ſore : that be did 
chatter l:k- a crane or a ſwallow, and did monrue like a done. 
And euC of the whole church of the ewes in her captiuitic, 
that cogerher with her affiion ſhe remembred her monrning, 
the wormewoodand the gall, and that inremembrance of t bem, 
her ſoule was hambledin her. But above all exceptions is the 
example of our Sauiour, who was ſo muck afteted __ the 
care 
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feare of his paſſion, that h:x ſoule v.zs heanie wmto the death; 
in ſo much as there was need that an Angell ſhould beſent 
to comfort him, And ſo much opprefled with the ſenſe of 
Gods wrath, that he was brovght into a great agonie, inſo 
much as his ſweat was [1ke drops of blood trickling downe 
ro the ground, and forced him'to cry out in his great di- 


ſtrefle, My God,my God,why haſt thou forſaken me? Neither yauh. 27.46. 


was hethus affected with his owne greefes alone, but did 
ſympathize in. his friends ſorrowes, yea in the miſeriesof 
thoſe who perſecuted him; for ſo it is {aid, that when he ſaw 
Mary weepe, he gronedin the ſpirit, andwas tronbled in him- 


ſelfe; that hee wept when hee was brought tothe graue of loh.r1.33.35, 
L1zarmw. Andthat drawing neere vnto Ieruſalem, and be- x,c., 9.41. 


holding the citic, he wept ouer it, asforeſceing the miſeries 
which ſhould come vpon it. And in regard of theſe mani. 
fold greefes which his ſoule ſuſtained, for his owne and 0- 


thers afflitions, the Propher' calleth him a mar full of ſor- Efa.53.3- 


row and heauineſſe, And therefore, ifnotonelyall the faith- 
full, but alſo our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe, the myrrour of all 
true patience,was in hisafflitions affeRed with gricte and 
ſorrow;let no man who is not at all touched when the hand 
of God lieth heauie-vpon him, nor hath ſo much fas any 
conflict with heauineſſeand greefe,when he is purſted with 
Gods heavie ivdgments, ſay and boaſt, that he doth all this 
by vertue of his patience and magnanimous fortitude; bur 
ratheyconfeſle, as the truth is, that it is his carnall ſecuritie, 
and hardnefle of heart, his blockiſh ſtupiditie,and obdurare 
{enſleſneſſe, which is the true cauſe of his indolencie, and 
want of greefe; vnleſſe he would preferre himdelfein his pa- 
tience and fortitude before the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
Apoſtles,yea our Lord and Sauiour co a 


Lafſtly,whereas men glory in their patienceas being free Q Sec7, 8, 
from all griefe and ſorrow, their words imply a contradic That there can 
tion,for there isno place for patience,where there is no pal- be n0 true patis 


hon,ſecing the very obictofour patignce is greefe and mi- 


ence where 


ſery, about the bearing and moderating whereof our pati-y}r,,_ 


ticence. 
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ence isexerciſed, ſothat as there is no occaſion of greefe 
where there are no croſſes and afflictiens;fo there js no occa« 
fionto ſhew our patience , where the heart is not aſſaulted 
with greefe and heauinefſe;and as there can be no occaſion 
to manifeſt valour and fortitude , if there bee no enemy, 
norany victory or triumph , vnleſſe a fight goe before : ſo 
vnlefle there be, not onely miſerics and afflitions,as pouer. 
ty,infamy,ficknes,death and ſuch like calamities ; but alſo a 
ſcnſe and apprehenſion of them , as great enemies to our 
peace and comfort, there can bee no occafion of vſing pati- 
Nula virtus eft ence, which is only exerciſed in moderating our greefes,and 
que non ſentias bearing our muſeries; nor any praiſe of fortitude , vertue or 
perpeti.Senec. 1 yiQory, when as there is no enemy to aſſault vs, But when 
Sap.non Cad.in- ... are pinched with ſharpe affliftions,and doe exceedingly 
4; 6 abhorre them in our naturall diſpolition,and are much vex. 
ed and turmoiled with griefe becauſe we canner ſhake them 
off, nor be freed from them, then co ſhew fortitude & mag- 
nanimity in bearing thoſe bitter and abhorred miſcries, va- 
liantly reſifling the rentation of murmuring and repining 
againſt Gods prouidence, of ſorrowing without meane or 
meaſure, or viing vnlawtull meanes to bee delivered from 
theſe cuils ; to drinke willingly this bittter potion which 
God hath.tempered for vs, to be reſtrained by the feare and 
loue of God, from burſting out into any intemperancy: and 
finally to ſubmit our wills with all meckenes and humilicy 
to the good pleaſure of Goderying vs with theſe affliions, 
which in our ſenſe and feeling are ſo irkeſome & greeucue, 
Theſe are thefruirs of true patience which commend our vi- 
Qory, and increaſe our triumph, and heerein our Chriſtian 
prowefſe and courage will appeare , whea beeing aſſaulted 
Non habent for- with ſorrow and heauineſle,itis confirmed and made invin= 
litudinis laudem 116 by the ſweet conſolations of Gods holy ſpirit,aſſuring 
+ + 4rd vs of victory, and of the crowne of glory prepared for them 
tulerint quam Which overcome, 'Whereas contrariwife that is Qupiditie 
do'orem, Ambr. and ſenſleſnes, and not yertue and Chriſtian fortitude, to 
Ini hHeareafflitions,when we doe not feele or apprehend them; 
neicher(as one ſaith) doe they deſeruc the praiſe of patience 
who 
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who indure(withourt complaining)the wounds of aduerfiry, 
when being benummed they haue no ſenſe of paine, 
And ſo much concerning the firſt thing required in our 
l > 4#, 94A. d.SeT.s, 
patience,or manner of bearing the croſle, which is,that wee 73,;,,7 atitce 
beare aftliftions quietly and meekely,with moderate greefe muſt be R_ 
and ſorrow : the next thing is that we beare them conflant- with conſtancie, 
ly, ncither {ecking ro ſhift them cff by vnlawful meanes, nor 
murmuring and repining againſt the prouidence of God, 
whileſt we lye vnder this burthen of miſery, For as it is not 
ſufficient for a good pilot to take. paines in breaking one 
dangerous billow , or in paſſing one ftorme; bur hee muſt 
ſhew thelike care and diligence inwel gouerning the ſhip, Patiextia ft ho« 
till hee ſafely arrive at the wiſhed haven; andas it is not e- eſtates aut x15» 
nough for a good captaine or ſouldier to ſhew great yalour *#4tis cavſave- 
in the firſt brunt of the barraile, if afterwards hee ſhamefylly ae — 
flee,or fight faintly and cowardly; but he muſt couragiouſly He - 
continue fighting, till hee have vanquiſhed the enemy ang rwrna perpeſ 
obtained viRory: ſo itis not lufficient tothe being of Chri- /0.Cic.in 2.Rbe. 
ſtian patience, that wee beare and brooke well one Rorme 97+ 
of miſery, and through our ſlacknes and negligence finke or . 
be wrackt inthe next,but after one billow of affliction, and 
-tempeſt of trouble ispalt and eſcaped, wee muſt expeR and 
prepare our ſelues to indure an other, vntill we ſafely arriue 
in the hauen of happineſſe, It is not enough for a Chriſtian 
ſouldier,that he demeane himſelfe well inthe firſt conflit 
with afflitions,ifhe afrerwards grow weary of fighting, & 
flee out of the field by vſing vnlawfull meanestoeltcape ; or 
fight faintly and not without grudging and murmuring a« 
ainſt his commander , for bringing him into the troubles 
and dangers; but hee muſt conſtantly continue his courage 
and reſolution, after one encounterexpecting & preparing 
himſelfe toſuſtaine another, and never ceale ſhewing his 
fortitude and vawearied magnanimity, till hee have obtai- 
ned afull and finall victerv, And this duety of continuing 4a@ 9 2 3 
conſtant in bearing our atfl: Rios with patience,our Sauiour "20 
intimateth and implicicely cequireth, whereas hee — 
F . f 
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if amanwill be his diſciple, he muſt take vp hic eroſſe daily, & fol. 
Tuc 9.23 owhim:andthe Apoſtle exhorteth vs nor only to begin well, 
Jam.1.4- but that wee will let patience bane her perfett worke, that nee 


 Plalm.37.7- maybe perfett and extire , lacking nothmg;and the Plalmiſ, 
that we ſhould ware patiently wpon the Lord, axd hope in him ; 

| the which the affli ted Church doth commend as a good 

| thing to thoſe who performe it: /r xs goed (faith ſhee) both rs 
Lam. 3.26, truſt, and to wait for the ſalnation of the Lord. An example 
of which duty we haue in fob, who after one affliction, pa« 
tiently endured another, vntill they were exceedingly mul. 
tiplied in number, andincreaſed in waight : as alloin Da- - 
id who after hee had received Gods promiſes of beeing 
king, indured manifold affliQions with much patience,and 
with great conſtancy, waited Gods leyſure for the accom- 
liſhmenrt of them. And ſo likewiſe in Pau/, whoarmeth 
himelte to beareall afflitions without fainting, both pre. 
ſent,and te come; for ſo hee profeſſerh,that hee was readie, 
AQs31.13, mot onely ro bee bound, but cuen to dye for the name of the Lord 
Teſms : Andeliewhere he ſaith,that rberefore we faint nor, but 

2.Cor.4.16.17. though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed 
daily,becauſe our light.affiiftion,which i bat for a moment,cau- 

ſeth unto vs a farre mo{t excellent,andan eternallwaight of glo- 

ry. But of this point I ſhall haue occaſion to intreat more 
largely,when I come to fpeake of our perſcuerance in faith 

and patience , when God deferreth to helpe and deliver ys 

| out of trouble, 

6. Seft.,zo,  Thelzftthing required in our patiehce is, that we do not 
That oir patizce onely meekely and conſiantly beare our afflictions, but alſo 
muſt be ioyned willingly and cheerefully; ſubmirtivg our ſelues heerein to 
with willingues Gods good pleaſureznot becauſe we cannot chuſe, and muſt 
— whether we wiJl or nor, but with alacrity and1cadineſle, ag 
croſe, ©. bÞeinga thing not-onely not hurtfull and pernitious ,. bur 
through the wiſedome and yo of Godivling and dif- 

poſing them, good and profitable, And this our Saviour im= 
plyerth,where he inioyneth vsto take ypour crofſe;whereby 

as it is not meant,thart we mult yoluntarily draw crofles vp= 

OA 
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on ovr ſelues of our owne making , but our receiuing-of 
thoſe which it pleaſeth God rolay vpon vs; ſo it fignitteth 
that wee mult not yndergoe & beate them as a burthen for< 
ced ypop vs whether we willorno, withgrudging and re= 
pining; but Willingly,cheerefully, thankfully-and with ioy 
inthe holy Ghoſt. And theſe are the higheſt degrees of pa« 
tience, which though few attainevntoin ful meaſure, yet all 
che faithfull defire and labour after them, vſing all good 
meanes to attaine vnto this perfeQion. Yea will ſome ſay, 
bur before you required; that wee ſhould bee affeted with 
forrow in our ſufferings, and moderately mourne in our 
croſſes and afflitions, and how then can weeat the ſame 
time reioyce,ſecing ioy and mourning are oppoſite the one 
tothe other? to which I anſwere that Chriſtian ſorrow and 
reioycing may well'ſtand together , ſeeing the one maketh 
way for the other; fortherefore we bewaileour fins,that we 
. may reioyce in the aſſurance of the pardon of them , ofour 
reconciliation with God,and of our intereſt mall the grati- 
ous promiſes of the Goſpell. So that though wee giue the 
firſt parttobee ated by ſotrow,yer wee would nor haue it 
to continuealwaies in the hart of aChriſtian;ſor ſo it would 
grow immoderate andexceſſiue: burafter this ourvnfained 
repentance for ſinne,and aſſurance of pardon and our peace 
with God, followeth ſpirituall reioycing , nor onely in the 
confluence of worldly benefits, butalſo in tribulation and 
afflition,as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. Againe,oppolites may a- 


' 14b.2; 7 


pree in the ſame ſubicR, at the ſametimein a diuersreſpeR, Rom, s.3, 


for ſo we may mourne becauſe by our Hhnnes we haue cruci-- 
fied the Lord of life, but reioyce in that by his death hee 
hath wrought the worke of our redemprion, we mayat the 
ſame time mourne inthe fight of our finnes becauſe wee 
haue diſhonoured by then our gratious Father, and yet-re- 
ioyce inthat our ſorrow afſureth ys that they are forgiuen, 
and we receiued into Gods fauour, wee may mourne in the 
ſenſe of our paine and ſmart, but yerrcioyce init, asit is a 
ſigne of our adoption, when _ correQteth ysas his _ 
at 


1.lokn 3.9, 
_ Gal.5,22, 


2.Cor.4.17. 


-$0-xflict ypon vs theſe chaſtiſements and afflitions, 


— — —_— 


Lib.2. : Fi4 
Of pateence in affliltions.. 
that we may not bee condemned with the world; wee may 
mourne in the ſight of our-miſcries, as becing the fruits of 
fin, but reioyce in themasthey are meanesto mortifie the 
fleſh and our naturall corruptions, Finally as wee have iuſt 
cauſe of ſorrowing,in that wee haue deſerued thatthe Lord 
ſhould deprive vs ofall thoſe worldly coforts, ſoto befiiled 
with ioy,whcn we confider that theſe light and momentanie 
aff: (tins (ball c:inſe unto 15 a farre moſt excellent and an eter- 
n:l{wargh of glory. To which regard it may truly bee faide, 
that the Chriltian ſpendeth his daies in ioyfullmourning,or 
movr»fullioy, and that by theſe rwo aRors the comedy of 
his lite is pla1d, the one no ſoonerentring the Rage , bur the 
othcr followerhzand interchangeably aRing their parts,the 
one begining as ſoone as the other endeth,and this begin- 
ning againe , when the othcr hath done. Laſtly, oppohtes 
may be in the ſame ſubieQin reſpeQof diversparts;now we 
are partly fic ſh,and partly [pirit; andas inthe one wee doin 
time of atfli.on, 2recue and ſorrow,groanc andcomplaine, 
in the ſenſeand feeling of our ſmart.and paine; ſoin the 0. 
ther we retoyce inthe affiirance of the pardon of our ſinnes, 
and that the ſting of afflictions igplucked out; of our re- 
conciliation with God, andthat heavenly inheritance which 
ispronided forys, And thus by ſenſe ofpaine the Lord mas 
kerhthe fleth ro mourne that it may be mortified, reſtrained 
from ſinne tor ſeare of puniſhment, and ſubdued. vnto the * 
ſpirit; and by this ſpirituall ivy apprehended by faith he re- 
freſherh the ſpirituabpare, that it may not faint & yeeld when 
thefleſhtempreth it co murmuring ordeſpaire. And therfore 
if we ſpeakeproper!y,as we cannot ſay that the fleſh rejioys 
ceth in tribulation with this ſpiritual ioy,ſo neither thar the 


Chapys; © 


ſpirit mourneth with worldly & f{enſuall lorrow, For. as the 


Apoltle tels vs;rhe fruits of the ſpirit are not this wordly ſorrow 


| greefe and monyning but lone,ioy,end peace; only it ſorroweth 


-wih godly griete,in that by our fins we haue offended God 
our gratious Father, and moaued him in his iuft diſpleaſure 


Al 


Lib.2,' 5 Chap.r, 
Of patience in affliftion, 

Alchough therfore we muſt lay our affiionstobart, that 

we may not only naturally ſorrow for ourſmart, but alſo (pi- 

ricually for our fins, yet inthe regenerate part we muſt beare 


| them with cheerefulnes.confidering the cauſes andends for] 


That we: muſt 7 
ſhew our chede- 


which the Lord chaftiſeth vs, and the notable fruits and be- ſulves inthankſe 


nefics which accompany his corrections; and this our cheer- 
full willngnes and alacricy muſt bee ſhewed and expi«fled, 
firtby thankſgiving vnto God.and praiſing his boly name; _ 
neither are we bound onely to performe theſe duties in the 
time of our proſperity, andin the confluence of all Gods 

blefſings and benefirs, but alſoin our afflictions and trou- 
bles; not for the croſſes and calamitics themſelues, which 
are to bee ſhunned as the evils-of puniſhment.; but for the 
wiſe care, and louing providence of our heauenlyFather, 
whereby he ordereth and-diſpoſeth them to our good;as the 
- mortifying of our-.ſins and corruptions, the inriching of our 
hearts with his ſpirituall graces, and the furthering and un- 
creaſing of-our heauenly happineſſe. For itthe childe bee 
| bound to his Father in all loue and duty, not onely becauſe 
hee feedeth andcloatheth him, bur allo becauſe hee go- 
uerneth:and correteth him ; nor for the blowes and 
ſmart which hee ſuſtaineth, for theſe his nature abhorreth 
35 ſharp and bitter, but for his care in reclaiming him from 
| his faulrs, which being nouriſhed would intime wſily dila- 
ple him from receiuing his inheritance, And if beeing gree- 
uouſly ficke, wee are content to requitethe Phyftian and 
Chyrurgion for their diſtaſiful and loathſome potions, their 
ſharpecorrafives, cutting, Jancing, ſearing, not onely with 
thanks and deſerved praiſc, but allo with rewards; nut be- 
cavſe of the things themſ: ues, which for the preſer increaſe 
«our paine and torrent; but becavſe out of their $kill and 
care they vſe them,as meanes for the recoucry of our bouily 
health: thenhow much more are we to bee thankefu!! varo 
our Feavenly Father chaſtifing vsſecing in his loue anc! care 
he doth heereby reforme vs of our fins, and fomaketh-vs fic 
to becheyres of that eucrlalting patrimouic of his gioricvs 
ny kitge 


x.Pecr.4.16, 


Col.t.1r.12. 


Tob.1.21. 
Lamen.3 L' h 


AR.16.25. 


| Sedd. 12. 
That our pati- 
ence mſi be 


end ſpiritual 
Tetoyeing, 


Lib. 2, 


1:16! 
Ofpatiencem affiiflionre 
kingdome? How much ſhould wee maguifie' this ſpirituall 


Chap:rs 


- Phyſician of our ſoules? nor for the bitter potions whichhe 


maketh vs to drinke; butbecauſe hee intendeth, and accor- 
dingly effctcth our recouery vnto health, and that notthe 
health of our corruptible bodies, which onely repriveth 
them to the.next afliſes of ſickneſſe, but of ourprecious and 
immort?1! ſoules; not ſuch as is momentanie and tempora- 
rie, but perpetuall and cuerlaſting, Ir is not therefore c- 
nough that wee take theſc great benefits, which Gods cha 
ftifing hand doth reach out vnto vs with patience, and 
without murmuring ; but wee muſt alſo receiue them with 
praiſe andthankeſgiuing. For ſo the ApoRtle requireth, /f 
any man(faith he) ſuffer as a Chriſtian,let hun not be aſhamed, 
but let him glorifie Godin this behalfe, And the Apoſtle Panl 
prayeth, thatthe Collofſtans might be. frengrhened with all 
might through Goas glorious po\ver , not onely unto patience 
and long ſuffering, but alſs that it might be performed with toy= 
falnefſe, and with thankeſgining vnto God the father which had 
hereby made them yzeet tobe partakers of the inheritance of the 


? faintsin light, Of which we have an example in /9b, whoin 


his greeuous afflitions, ſheweth not onely hispatience, bur 
alſo his thankfulnefſe; The Lord(faith he) hath giuen,and the 
Lord hath taken; Bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Sothe 
Church being in great tribulation, acknowledigeth Gods 
great mercy, in that they were not viterly conſumed, And the 
Apoſiles Paul and S/zs, being calt intothe Cungeqn , and. 
haning their feete faſt in the ſtocks, doe not onely patiently 
beare theſe afflitions, burallo fing praiſes vato God, | 
Yea, we muſt labour to goc yetfurther, and not onel 
with-our cheerfull patience ioyne thankeſgiuing , but wi 
them both ſpirituallireioycing and ioy in the holy Ghoſtz 


voyned with Wy the which our ioy muſt not ariſe from the afflictions them- 


ſelues, which were ynnaturall ſenſleſncfie, and more then 
brutiſh» inbumanity; (for who can laugh when hee feeleth 
ſmart, and reioyce in his torments and tedious troubles?) 


but from thoſe notable fignes of Gods loue, which appeare 
— in 


Lib.2, 17 Chap. , 


Of patience in afſuflions. 

3n his fatherly chaſtizements,and thoſe ſingular frvites,both 
reſpecting grace and glory, which doe not onely accom- 
pany, but a}ſo follow after them. And in this regard our. 
Sauiour willed his diſciples, and with them all the faicbfull, 
toreioyce and bee glad in their bitter affli tions and cruel] 
perſecutions,becanſe their reward was great in heaue So the a= Matth.e.1 1,12 
poſtle Peter willeth thoſe who are exerciſed mth fiery trial, 
not ro think it trange,but to reivice,in as much 24 theyare here= 
in partahers of Chrijls ſuffering s,that whe hu gloryſhal appeare, 
they may be glad andreioyce, And this S, Parlprayeth inthe Col.1.11, 
behalfe of the Collofſians,that with their patiepce and long 
ſuffering, there might be ioyned ioyfulnefle. Anexample » 
wherot we haue inthe holy Apoftles, who being aſfli ed & AR.S.4I- 
perſecuted for the profeſſion of Chrif}, departed fromthe 
councel, reioycing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
. rebuke for his name , So the-Apoſile Pax! faith' of him- 
ſelf, that hee rejoyced in his ſufferings for the Church of the |, 
Collofſians; and giueth teſtimonie to the Theſſalonians, —Theiſs ah 
that they receiued the Goſpell with much affliction, and with 
toy of the holy Gheſt. So of the faithfull Hebrewes it is ſaid, 
that though they ſorrowed with the Apoſtle for his bonds, 
yet they ſuffered with toy the ſpoiling of their owne goods, know« 1x1, 22 
ing that they had in beauen a better and more mduring ſub- "OM 
ftance.Neither did he onely thus reioyce in his ſuffering per- 
ſecution for Chriſt and the profeſſion of the Goſpel, butin 
thoſe ſpirituall affIiftions which hee indured, .in the ſighe 
and ſenſe of his infirmities, when hee knew that in them 
Go«s power and grace was aduanced and magnified: for 
| having received anf{were, when he defired to be freed from 

them, that Gods grace was ſufficient for him, and that his 
ditjae power was made manifelt in his humaine frailtieand 
weaknefle; he profeſſeth rhar very gladly heewonldreioycein , Cor.n2. 9.10 
hu infirmities, that the power of ( hriſt might dwell in him; yea | 
that he did take pleaſure as well in theſe infirmities, as in ; 
reproaches, necefſicies, perſecution and anguith for Chriſts 
lake, becauſe when he was weake in himſelfe,he was ftrong 


1,Pct.q.13. 


Tama. 1, 2. 


Rem.5.3. 


2.Cor.$2. 


2,Cor.7.4- 


'Lib.2: 


—_— 

Ofpatience in 4ffiitions, 
in Chriſt. Finally, if wee defire to conforme our ſelues to 
the doArine and example of the holy Apoſiles, we muſt not 


Chap.r, 


onely be patient, chearcfull, ready ro givethankes, or yer 


reioyce inour afflitions in ſome ſmall meaſure, and (as ir 


_ were) with ordinary joy and gladneſſe; bur with joy very, 


grear, and as it were, in the higheſt degree; not onely re- 
joycivg, but even triumphing, glorying and exſulting in 
our ioy, And as itis ſaid ofthe Oftr:ch, that ſhe doth nor 

onely cate iron, but alſo diſgeſteth and turneth jt into her 
nouriſhment; ſo muſt wee not onely be content (as it were) 

ro ſwallowin filence and patience the difficulties of afflii- 
ons, which the carnall man can by no meanes difgeſt, with- 
out being fick vntothe death with forrow and heauinefſe; 
but we muſt labour alfo to ſuck our of thera ſach holetome 
nouriſhinent, at may exceedingly refrcſh and comfort vs. 
And Salamander like wee are not onely to live, bur alfo 
cheefely to reioyce in the fire of affliftion and tribulation, 
For ſo the Apoltle /ames requireth, that we roznr it excee- 
ding ioy, when we fall into diner ſe tentations, not inthe fight of 
the afflictions themſelues, but becauſe wee know that they 
ſerue to increaſe in vs Gods ſpirituall graces, and that the 
erying of our faith bringeth forch patience,which in rhe end 
will attaine to ſuch perfeCtion, that it will lack notiiing, 
And this the Apoſtle maketh a fruite of that fulneſle of faith 
which we muſt labour after; for afrerthat it hath aſſured ys 
of the pardon of our finnes,and'of our peace with God, wee 
rejoyce, yea glory andtriumph, nor onely in our hope of 
heauenly happineſſe, bur alſo in atflition and tribulation, 
An example whereof wee haucin the faithfnll Corinthians, 
who as they abounded inthe greart trials of afflition, ſo 
their ioy alſo abounded; andin the Apoſtle himſcife, who 
profeſſeth that hee wz filled with comfort, ant wa exces- 
ding ioyous in all bis tribulations;inſomuch as when he would 
cheefly glory and ſhew ſuch excellency, wherein hee was to 


2.Cor. 11. yerf, be matched with the reſt of the Apoſtles; he ſetreth downe 
260 the. 31 alarge bead-rewleof his many and grieuous afflitions,and 


COlNzs 


Lib. 2. 119. Chap.r; 


Of patience m affliftions, 


concludeth,that if he muſt needs boaſt himſelfe and reioice, 
he would reioice and glory in his ipfirmities., 

Andthis is the patience of the Saints, which every faith- « $277, x Jo 
full man muſt labour to attaine vnto, and neuer to be at reſt That noxe can 
yntillin ſome meaſure he be endued with ic, Itis true, that attaine vuto 
none can atraine ynto this perfeRion of patience, but thoſe 7©/ —_ wo 
who are come to fulneſſe of faith; and cuen among Gods dh 
orcate(t Worthies, who had this fulneſſe ofperſwaſion, wee 12 ;x, 
may obſerue, that when their faith was ſhaken with gree- 
vous tentations, their patience alſo was crazed and much 
blemiſhed with murmuring and complaining. As wee may 
ſee in iuſt 796, the paterne of true patience, who by the 1,4, , ... 
weight of hisaffliction, is moucd to curſe the day of his na- &h 
tivitiez to complaine that God dealt againſt him by ſtrong , ON 9:33-34% 
hand, and laide puniſhments ypop him which hee could 
hardly iuftifie, if he might vpon equall tearmes diſpute with 
him, or had ſome vnypire betweene them, who would indif. Chap.r0.rs. 
ſerently heare and iudge his cauſe, Yea asa deſperately im- 
patient ofcnduring long miſery, hee prouoketh God to in- 
creaſe his afflitions, to hunt him asa Lyon, and to ſhew 
himſelfe mervailous vpon him.And this was the caſe ofho- 
ly Dauid,who vpon the occaſion of his greeuous afflitions 
penned many Pſalmes, full of dolefull complaints, which ſa- 
vour of much impatiency.And alſo of the good Propher /e- | 
remi:, who in the birterneſle of his greefe curſeth the day Ier.1o. 14.18. 
wherein he was borne; and repineth againſt his creation, 
becauſe hee came out of the wombe to (ce labour and ſor- 
row, And fo the Prophet [oasmaketh his light afflition 
burthznſome, through his owne impatiency in bearing it, 
and theni'murmureth, and cuen chiderh with God for his 
ouer much mercy in ſparing Ninisch, and his too much ſe - 
ucrity towards himin ſpoyling the gourd, andcaufing him 
to bee ſuſpeRed for a falſe Propher, And therefore leeing 
Gods cheefeft champions haue thus ſhewed their infirmi- 
ties, let vs who come ſo farre ſhort of them, not dreame of 
hauipg ſuch a paticnce, as is at all times perfeR and free | 
I 4 from . 


Luc.11.13. 


lam, 1.5: 


- 120 . Chap.x, 
| | Of patience in affiTions, 


from all imperfe Qion; much lefle be caſt downe and 'vtterly 


diſcouraged,when in thetime of trial we bewray our weak- 
nefle, growing into rage and impatiency, becaule mee faile 


inthe degree of our patience: buclet vs onely deſire earneti- 


ly, and dil:gently labour after this heigth of perfeRion, and 
v hen we come thort of ix, bewaile our imperfection. And 
foraſmuch, as we haue riotthis patience of our {clues, but ir 
is the gift of God, the fountaine of all goodnefſe, ler vs of< 
ten haue our recourſe vnto him by teruent and effetuall 
prayers, laying open our miſeries and afflictions, with our 
inability to beare and ſuffer them; and craving that hee will 
ſtrengthen and encreaſe our patience, whereby wee may be 
inabled coindure all thoſe croſſes that hee is pleaſed ro lay 
vpon vs, grounding our faith ypon that gracicus promiſe, 
thatif wee aske his no)y Spirit in the name of Telus Chiiit, 


he will giue him vnto vs, And thisthe Apolile adioniih. =» 


eth vs to put inprattize, /fanyof you (ith he)/ack wiſdome, 
let him asie it of God which gineth tomen libera Iy,reproaching 
noxe,and it ſhall be gren him, Which words are properly to 
be vnderliood of that ſpeciall wiidome, whichteacheth vs 
tobeare our afflictions patiently, asthe coherence of the 
words doth plainly ſhew. Which duety if we conſcionably 
anddiligently pertorme, it will both encreafe our patience, 
tie Lord being as ready to giue his ſpirituall graces, as wee 
to a»ke them; and much leſſen the loade of our afflictions, 
For if we recciue much eaſe and comfort, when wee vnbur- 
then our hcarts of our greefes,by laying them open before a 
geare friend, if hee will with patience, though with-ſome 
wearinefle heare chem, and but pity vs, though hee cannor 
helpe vs; then how much more eafe and comfort muſt wee 
needs fecle, if in our afflictions.wee olten powre out our 
ſoules before the Lord by feruent prayer, and vnfolde vnto 
him all our greefes, ſeeing he is neuer weary in hearing our 
complaints, and hath not onely more pity-avd compaſſion 
on vs in our diſirefles, then the molt tender father or mo- 
ther oucr cheir beloued child; bur alſo power ſufficieatto 


| dc. 
| 
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Lib. 2: 11 Chap.2, 
| Arguments moning all to labonr for patience, 


deliver vs out of alt our afflitions, and either toleſſen our 
burthen, or to give vs-more (irength and patience to beare 
it with comfort, yea with*thanktulneſſe, chearfulneſſe and 
ioy 1n the holy Ghoſt, And hauing thus commended our 
<auſe ynto God, let vs by a firme affiance relie cur ſelues 
wholie vpon his providence and promiſed aſſiſtance, nei- N 
ther mult we forthe well bearing of our affliftions reſt ypon | 
our owne naturall trength and magnanimiry, but labour to | 
furniſh our hearrs with cthattrue patience, which is ghe gift 
of Gods holy ſpirit, Vato which when we haue attained in 
ſome good meaſure, let vs not thinke that wee can now: 
 ſtand,fight and ouercome, by ſole vertue ofthis grace recei- 
ved, withoutany turther helpe from Gad; but conlidghing 
that theſe grace>are in this life imperteR, and mingled with 
much infrmitie- and corruption, let vs not inake two bolde 
jarettiog vpon our owne itrength,burrelye oin-felues who- 
ly vpon Gods zfliitance, pretuning vpon his promiſed ; 
aide, that we can thereby ouercome all difficulties and dan- ,___ 
gers, according to the example of the Apofile, who faith Phil.4.13, 
that hee could doe all things through the helpe of Chriſt 
which ſtrengthened him, h 


—Y 


CuaPh If, - 
. 7 4 
Of 't he exceliencie, viilitie aud neceſſitie of patience, 


LE O—— 


LEZEZDDS, Aving ſpoken of patienceit ſelfe, and ſhewed & Ser7.r. 
i C/ what ig-45, together wich thecavies and pro - of the cxcellcne 
| iS perties thereof; it followerh, thar according 6 «/ patience. | 
> 158 to our order propounded, wee come to in- ; 
FL treat of the meanes waereby it may either be 
wrought in vs, or bcing begunne, may bee encrealed and 
confirmed. :Andthelc arc of two ſort:; the fiift are certaine 
reaſons and arguments, by which this ow being com- 
mended yato-ys, wee may bee inflancd with atrue and yn- 
fained. 


Lib.2. 122 | Chep,n 


Arguments moning all to labour for patience, 


fained loue thereof, and anſwerably with all feruencie of 
defire may vſe all diligence, andbend all our firengthfor 
the obtaining of ir, For as it Þ in. vaine vo preſcribe the 
meanes of thriving in eftate,to him that contemneth riches; 
or to prouide the daintieſt meat for him, who hauing quite 
loſt his Romacke, will not feed vpon it; ſo is it to Jitle pur- 
poſe to preſcribe meanes for the attaining vnto this rich 
treaſure, or to provide this reftorative nouriſhment of pa. 
rience, which being fed vpon, would firengrthen vs for the 
bearing of the greateſt afflitions; if we haue no defire to be 
thus ſpiritually inriched, nor any appetite to feed on this 


. dainty feode of our ſoules; ſeeing wee will make no vie of 


this meancs when wee have them, bur careleſly contemne 
and caſt them behind our backs. The ſecond ſort of meanes 
arc thoſe arguments of comfort and conſolation, which are 
the foode and nouriſhment of our patience., whereby it is 


' ſtrengthened and preſerued from languiſhing and fainting, 


Amoes.2.13. 


2.Chro. 36. 16. 


The tormer ſort may be referred to theſe three heads, name. 
ly the excellencie, vtilitie, and neceſſitie of this vertue; for 
if it bein it owne nature moſt excellent, vnto vs moſt profi- 
table,and of ſuch neceſſarie v{c,and great & vrgent conſe- 
quence, that wee cannot poſſiblie bee without it; but that 
2 mortall maime wil follow this defeQ; then haue wee'great 
cauſeto louec ir, and out of our affeion to a iewell ſopre- 
cious, to vicall good meanes that we may atraine ynto it, 
Now the excellencie of patience may diuerſly appeare vnto 
vs; for firſt itisennobled by the author, whois God him- 
ſelte; for hee alone engraueth this vertve in vs by the finger 
of his holy ſpirit, asanimageand liuelv pifture of that in- 
finite patience which is io his owne moft perfeQ nature,and 
a {mall ſpark ofthat moſt glorious and mighty flame; for he 
is oftentimes preſſed with the waight and haynouſneſſe of 
our finnes , asa carr t& preſſed which ts fall of ſheanes, as the 


\ Prophet ſpeaketh, and yerhebeareth with vs; he is contenc 


through his infinite patience to ſuffer allthoſe wrongs and 
iniuries which we cftcr againſt him, rl there bee no remedie; 
yea 


Lib.2. r23 Chap.2. 
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yea hee not onely' beareth with his owne ſeruants which 

loue him, but alſo with —— which are his enemies, _ 
ſuffering with long patience the veſſels of wrath, prepared to de. 999-22 
#ruttion, not preſently puniſhing their outragious ſins and 
high treaſons againſt his maieſRy,but deferring ittotheend 
of he world,& therefore needs muſt this grace be excellent Ws 
which we not only haue from God, bur alſo communicate w Eft —_ De 
him, To w purpoſe one ſaith, that this vertue of patience is de _ 
comon vnto vs W God, for it taketh it beginning fr6 him;& tientia incipit, 
from him aboue as fromthe fountaine of al goodnes, it hath izdeclaritas eins 
irexcellency & dignity,& therefore great cauſc there is, that *! 41977t5,caput 
man ſhouldloue that, whichis ſo gloriousin Gods Fght,Se- 11.9, *7e 2970s 
condlythe perfeCtion of patience is the perfeRion of Chri- ,x;. PT 
Rtianity, and they who have attained vntoit, have nothing 

wanting; forſoy Apoſtle teacheth vs ; Letparience(taithhe) r 

hae her perfeit worke, that ye may be perfett & entire, lacking CN 6s 
thing. And hereof itis, that theaQt of ſuffcing for the name 

of Chriſt,is made by the Apoſtle an higher degree of Chri- Phil.1. 24, 
{tian excellency vouchſafed vnto vs by God, then the at of 
beleeuing : vn1s you(laith he) i gizen for Chri/t,that not one* 

ly yee ſhould beleene in him, but alſo ſuffer for his ſake ; which is 

notco be ynderftood fimply of al ſuffering for Chriſt, for we Lene eff miſerias | 
may ſuffer whether we will or no,or with much murmuring ferre,perferre ef 
& repining; but of ſuffering with patience, when as by bea- Sed. Og 
ring we doe ouercome,and getthe vpper hand of all our af- 

flitions.In it conſifteth the cheefe parc of our Chriſtian ya - 
lovr and fortitude, which isnot ſo much ſeene in doing , as 

in ſuffering; nor inrefiſting,as in yeelding and patient indu- 

rivg.Neither in truth is itany greatmatcer to ſtruggle, ſtrive I 
an: make refiftance,when the burthen of affliction doth lye 
' ypon ys.. For even the baſeſt creatures intheir greateſt im- 
potency and weaknes, are ready intheir kind torepel harm; 

to revenge themſelues vypon them who hurt them ; and to 

frive and reſiſt :vhen they can, neither ſcape by flight , nor 

defend themſ*1ues by hiding their heads from the danger of 
the enemy; and according to the p: ouerbe, a worme troden 

_ vpon 


Lib. 2. T24 Chap.2; 
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 ypon will curne againe : but this is the true valour of a Chriz, i 
ſtian, when he can beare his crgfſe withour murmuring ; 0- 
verrule his owne nature, drawing him to revenge, returne 
| benefirs for iniuries, and overcome cuill with goodnes, ac- 
Maximmvirtuti cording to the example of our heavenly father : then doth 
patientiapngPal he ſhew his fortitude, and molt gloriouſly triumph ouer his 
merms, Arma- _ . : ; : : 4 
roſa, ſolet vince - Tpiritual enemies, when as he vanquiſherh without ſtriking, 
re ſepe vines, and though vnarmed of all offenſive weapons, doth cours. 
=. gjouſly march into the field, hauing nothing in his hand, 
but the ſhield of patience,and by bearing the blowes doth 
get the vitory.Then doth he ſhew his valour and vnmatch. 
able ſtrength, when like a firme rocke he ſtandeth in a ſea of 
miſeries,and when the huge billowes of ffiitions do beate 
againſt him,is not moved, but breaketh them in peeces with 
their owne violence, Finally,then doth Chriſtian proweſle 
and magnanimity aypeare, when as we keepe vur ſtanding, 
as it were daring afflictions after one aſſaulc to encounter vs 
againe; and with ynwearied and inuincible conſtancy and 
courage continue the fight, till our enemies beeing over= 
come,our great commander the Lord of hoaſts doth ſound 
the retrait, either giuing vs the warrant of his word for our 
leaving the field, or calling vs by death to receiue that glo- 
rious crowne of victory, and not when according tothat 
heatheniſh ang Noicall fortitude, wee are ready to ſhift off 
the burthen of afflitions by violent death: the which in 
deed was nothing but baſe puſillanimity, which made them 
chuſeto yeeld as conquered,rather then to indure the paines 
Kebus in avgu- of the fight; and timerous cowardize,which cauſed them to 
guſts facile ef cur their owne throats, for feare of ſuſtaining ſome greater 
conterere 14> euill, neitheris it, as one of themlelues confeſſed, a thing 
Fortitey illefacit | ; Says o 
gui miſer ſe © Pardy and praiſe=worthy,to contemne life in the time of ad- 
potet, © uerſitie,but when wee can with patience indure atflicious, 
Martia'ypigram and live inmiſfery, and-not be miſcrable, Moreouer the ex- 
*0b.11, cellency of patience heerein appearecth, in that it makech 
vs according tothe degree of our ſufferings, living Martyrs, 
For as thole who are crucly ſo. called, endured death, that 
they . 


Lib.2. £25, Chap.2, 
Argements whichmay mane ail mey to Jabour for patience, : 

they. mightgiueteſtjmony to the truth of Gods worde, ſo 

thole who. ſuffer atfl,Ctions iy patience do give reſtimonyto - 

the truth,ptouidence, power, mercy & goodnes of God to- 

wards them, ſccing theſe only arethe cauſes w mooue them 

with all meekency & cheerefulnes to beare thoſe tedious & - 


- 


recuous afflictions,vnder theleaſt part wherof others mur= Meri jeyſeque- 
raure,yea blaſpheme, who do nor know or belecue y God is te martyrium in 
ſuch an one in himſelfe, orar leaſt rowards the, To this pur. 4270 opere eft; 

ole one ſaith, that patience is a kind of Martyrdome ; for as _—— 
to dye by the hand of a cruell perſecutor js martyrdom in 0+ exp dilizere, 
pen.aQtion,ſo-to beare afflicionsw patience,to ſuffer contu- mariyriumeſt in 
melics inobediepce {foo len love himthathaceth vs, is __ cogita= 

a * * Ns ” © SILSIVES "_ : > 4: tione,Gieeor, 
martyrdome in the ſecretiptention & cogitation, In which ow pop 
reſpe&t we may(as another ſaith) be martyrs without eyther},;; 35, 

fire or ſword,if being afflited we do inwardly in our minds Size ferro et fiZ- 
preferue paticce; neither can we preſume with ahy certainty mis martyres cſſe 
that luch an one is good, who hath not bin tried & approo- 19m, fpati- 
ved by induring of euil. Laſtly hereby it may appear i well OO Jem 
excellency patience is,in that by vertuetherof cuillis turned yy,,,;. Theta 
into good;and y which naturally hurteth &deſftroyeth vs, it inter Orthodex= 
maketh to ſerue for our vie & benefitzfor of curſes it maketh 927. 4e patient. 
bleſſings, & of miſcries mercies;it furneth ſeuere puniſhes = -contennyl. 
imo fitherly correios, wherby our {ſpiritual eftare is much ONO 
bettered & amended;& ſignes of Gods wrath, ihro Hgnes of - 

his loue. And whereas afflictions in their owne nature are the 
beginnings of hell torments,by the help ofpatience,bearing 
thearight,theybecomefurtherances ro F ioyes of heauen,& 
make our crown of bleſſednes much more glorious. To this 
purpoſe one ſaith;perhaps ſome euil dothlye vps thee, burif 
y wilt, though icbe euil 1nic ſelfe,ir ſhal nor be euilvnto thee 
give thiks vatoGod for it, & thy evill ſhall bee turned into 
good. And bereofir is, y if a Chriſtian be armed wi patience, Gerd 
miſery it ſelfe cannat make him milcrable ; ſecing ir maketh j1,, 4154,” _ 
medicines of theſe poyſons;tortires Y, occafions of triumph; ſerum neges. 82+ 
profitable ſalues of rormaing rates forthe curing of the 2cc.in Here, fir 
ſores of fin, & drawing out the coxe of our cortuptions;and 7 

ns | | whereas 


Chryſoſt.in x, 
Theſ.5. Hom, 10, 
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layetha firme foundation 


Lib.2. 226. Chip.2; 
eArgumentsthich may mone all men to labour for patience, 


whereas affli ions in their owne nature doe makevs to flee 
from God,as trom the face of a terrible iudge, by our pati- 
ent bearing of them we approach neerer ynto him, as vnroa 

ratious Father, who correeth vs for our good, and ma- 
Feth theſe light and momentany affliftion» to helpe vs for- 
ward in the obtaining of that ſuperexcellent and eternall 
waight of glory. 

The ſecond argument to commend patience vnto vs, is 
the great vtiliry aod profic which it bringeth to thoſe that 
have it, for it ſerueth for all good vſes, and furthereth vs in 
all our vertuous indeuouts; And (as one ſaith) icrboth com- 
mendeth vs vnto God, and preſerueth vs through his provi- 
dence and proteQion ; it tempereth anger, bridekerh the 
tongue,gouerneth the mind, keepeth peace, ruleth and mo- 
derateth diſcipline, & breakerh the violence of luſt;ir affwa- 
geth the feeling of pride,cxtinguiſherhthefire of diſplca- 
ſure,and vnkindnes, reſtraineth the power of the rich, and 
cheriſherh the penury of the poore,&c It maketh men hum- 
ble in proſpericy, couragious in aduerfity, mecke towards 
thoſe who offer injuries and contuwelies; it teacheth vs 
quickly to forgive others offending vs, but if our {clues bee 
faulcy, ro be long andinftant in crauing pardon; it repelleth 
tentations, indureth perſecutions, and bringeth our tuffe- 
rings and martyrdome to perfection, It is patience which 

Gr our faith, and aduanceth on 
high the progrefſe of our hope; it direReth our ations that 
we may hold on inthe way of Chriſt, whileſt we follow him 
in his ſufferings and makes vsto continue the ſons of God, 
whileſt we imitate the patience of our heauenly father, More 


eſpecially this vertueof patience is very profirable vnco vs, | 


both in reſpec of God and of our ſeJues, For it teniicth 
much to the aduancement of Gods glory, as it 1s 8 meanes 
to manifeſt not onely icſelfe, bur alſo the reſt of Gods ſaving 
_ to the praiſe ofhim that gave chem, whileſt-it ina» 

'eth v< ts Heare all manner ofafflitions and calamities for 


| . his fake; tor asthe excellency of the worke or gitt doth cx- 


ccedingly 


M 


_ paines; and thatin a ewofold refpedt : firſtas it doth ftren 


then and inable vs to beare all miſeries and calamities, in quod bene fer 
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 eArgoprentowbich may mone ll men to labour forpatience, 


ceedingly commend the workempn or giver; fo theſe graces 


| ofpatience,faith,hope,loue and che reft, voong the gifts of 


God and fruits of his holy ſpirit, doe magnihe the power, 
mercy,and bounty ofthe. Lord, when they are made mani. 
fe by our ſuffcrings, and this Chriſtian armour of proofe 
doth much commend the skill of the workeman, when it 


beats backe theſe fiery bullecs of the worlds rentations ; as it | 


may appeare in the example of 2b, Danid, Daniel, and the 
three children, and the Apoſtles of our Sauiour Chriſt, who 
were inall things ready to ſubmit themſcJues to the good 

leaſure of their Lord and maſter,and to teftific their obedi- 


ence and deſire to glorific him, cuen vnto the death. So alſo. 
itis very profitable vnto vs inreſpe& of our ſelues : for firit 


this patience doth lighten all ourcroffes , and lefſen our 


i, 
- 


%"Y 


5” Cedamus;leue fit 


which _— may truely bec ſaid that there-is no bur- tur ows.0nid,. 


then of afflition ſo heauy, which may notecaſily and com- 
fortably bee borne vpon the ſhoulders of patience. And 
in this regard one faith, that patience is an impenetra- 
ble ſhield , and impregnable rower repelling all manner 
of cuill ; and as a ſparke falling into the deep ſea, doth 
not at all hurt it, but is ic ſelfe extinguiſhed ; fo the grea- 
teſt evils which can happen, meeting with a patient mind, 


are themſelues quelled and quenched, and doe nor ar Be 
all amace it, becauſethe ſtrength of patience is able ro ouer- wy eg 


come all troubles and affliiftions. Whereas contrariwile 
when men through impatiencic doe ſfiruggle and firive a- 
ainſt their _ and calainities, they are, like the bird in 
the lime-buſh,orfiſh in the ner,the moreintangled;and be- 
ing caught,are the more diſabled tg beare them, or to indure 
the brunt of their ſharpe ercounter ; for 35 this faintnes and 
weaknes of mind doth difable them, ſfoas they cannotim-. 


. ploy their ſtrengths their beſt aduantage, bur ar the firlt 


onlcr berake themſclues to flight ; ſo doth ic adde much 
firength 


kd "N= 
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:irehgrh and courage totheir enemies, when as they purſue 
Syiog and fainting forces;hauing now no need to fight, but 
.onely to follow, kill, an {caſe Fpon the pray.z whereas ic 
-would much tay ghe violeyce, and pull dowpe the daring 
pride of theſe ſpiritual enemies, if theywoul d manfully keep 
cheir Riding, or being ary firſt ſomwhat difordeted, would 
with vadaunted courage recollect the ſcattered forces of 
their minds,and againe make head againſt them,Neitherih 
truth hone cheſ uthetiony any force and irength ro foyle 
.or ouercomeys; bur what through our impatieficy, feate, 
and cowardize we,giue, yoto them; for as one well faith}, ie 
is with paine,as it is with pretious ſtones, which take tyther 
an higher or deeper colour according to the foyle in which 
\ they are ſer, ſecing. it holdeth no other place, norreceaueth 
more ſtrength then that, which in our eſtimate wee are con- 
tent to, giue. ynto it, Secondly., this patience and meeke 
bearing of the croſle. doth. much leflen.our affliftions in 
refpet.of God, who like a wiſe and louing, Father doth 
commonly ceaſe further to corre ys, 'when as hee ſeeth 
,vs throughly humbled, and. that wee beare his ,chaſtiſe- 
, mepts with patience and meekenes, all things ſubmitting 
.our ſelues to.his good will andpleaſure, without any ftrug- 
ling, murmuring, or repining , whereas contratiwiſe when 
-being corrected for our faults we ſhew our ſelues impatient, 
Rubborne and vnruly, ſtriving by all means lawfulland vn- 


+ * Jawfullto eſcape Gods hand, this moveth' the Lord to as- 


much diſpleaſure, as the offences themſelues for which wee 
.arechaſtiſed, and cauſeth him to lay on vs more and ſharper 
Qripes, til by our ſufferings & ſmart we hauelcarned dutiful 

- ſubmiſſion to our heauenly Father, whichwe would not pra- 
' Riſe out of our owne obcdignce. So that by our impatiency 
we-ſhall get no greater aduantage, then the. refraRaty and 
© wynrulic oxeby his ſtcugling tocaſt offthe yoke;for the more 
he ftriuerh To faſter his owner maketh it, and whereas his 
patient bearing of it would makeic much lighter and cafier, 


by 


Chap.7, 


Lib.2, 129 | Chap. 2, 
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by wraſtling and ſirugling hee doth but gall his neck, tyre 
bimlſelfe, and to his other labours getteth ſore blowes and 
ſtripes for his vnrulineſle. © 

Moreouer, patience is exceeding profitable vnto vs,as it 
maketh vs conitanr, and in all eſtates like ynto our ſclues, 
not varying and changing with the mutability of our out- 
ward condition, but inall alterations continving oneand 
the ſame; neither yer depending vpon externall accidents. 
for peace and contentment, but making all conditions to 
ſerue our minds, and our mind ſubic-to none; and retai- 


nivg our owne habituall ſweetneſle of ioy and comfort,, : 


though we runthraugh (as it were) a fajtſea of miſery and 
afli&tion. And howlſoeuer others who are toſſed with the 
tempeſtuous ſftormes of worldly miſeries are much indan=- 
gered, andeuery hand while are readÞro make ſhipwracke 
of faith &a good conſ{cience;yet he whos endued with this 
\ vercue of patience, is like one who hath paſied and eſcaped 
all cheſe dangers, and being now entered inrothe hauen of 
reſt, fitreth there ſecure from all tormes and tempeſts, be- 
cauſe though they rage never ſo much, yer they,cannot 
reach him; and though theſe huge billowes of afflitions 
appearing 1n his fight, threaten co overwhelme him, yet 
when they approach neere, their proud waues fall downe 
and abate their fury, and either touch him not ar all, or beat 
ypon him as againſt an immoueablerocke'which breaketh 
them, ir ſelte cecciuing nodamage. And thus doth the Chit- 
{tian man with parrence {ertle hes heart, as the Apoſtle teachs= 
eth'vs, making it firme and conſtant againttall the tormes 
of troubles and calanitics; and thus doch hee.poliefie hes 


ſoule with p+tiexce, as our Sauiour ſpeaketh, keeping it, ,, 


fafe thereby, as in) an impregnable fore, which may we 

beaflavited, but neuer ſcaled or ouerthrownez and though, 
like. the buſh appearing to Moſer, he leemethto bee burut 
with che fice of afflitions;z and with the thace children,to 
waike in the niddeſt of. this ſcorching furnace, yer dorh 
hee ſultaigne heereby no_hwt , but by. the heipe of pati- 
4; K ence 


19, 


Lib.2. 130 _ Chap.2, 
Argnments which may mone all men to labour after patience, 
ence eaſily overcommeth all rheſe difficulties and dangers, 
So that it fareth with men endued with this vertve, as with 
thoſe who beeing of a ſtrong confiitution, continue in 
good plightin all ayres, and enjoy thcir health as well on 
ſea as on land; or as with thoſe who hauing good ſtomacks, 
are able to diſgett all meats, and to ſuck wholſome nouriſh< 
ment out of the courſeft commons; whereas contrariwiſe 
thoſe who are cnfeebled with the fickvefle of impatiency, 
can (like tender and weake bodies)brooke no hardnes,nor 
agree either with the heat of proſperity,or with the chilling 
cold of aduerſity andafflition;neither can they well diſpeſt 
the wholſomeft foode which this earth can yeeld chem, bur 
through the malignity oftheir diſpoſition turne that which 
ſhould nouriſh them into poyſon, and make heauy crofles 
. of thoſe things, whicWare to others their ſweeteſt comforts, 
Furthermore, this vertue of patience is molt profitable to 
defend vs againſt Satans tentations, and ſtrong armour of 
proofe to preſerue vs from being hurt by his malice and fu- 
ry. For whereas his maine end isby theſe aſſaults of affli- 
Cion, to moue vs to leaue our ſtanding, to murmure and re- 
pine againſt God, andeuen to blaſpheme him to his face; 
and when hee can in this kinde gaine ground of vs, hee will 
double and redouble his blowes; patience croſſeth himin 
alltheſe attempts; for when a man ſupported thereby, can 
with meekneſle beare all theſe burthens, they will bee of 
no force to make him difiſt from his good endeauoures, 
nor to digrefſe out of the right path; yea when hee can b 
vertue of this patience ſuck ſweetneſle out of the gall of af 
MAiQtions, and take occaſion out of his croſſes and troubles 
the more fervently and heartilie to give GoG thankes, and 
to praiſe his holy name; then will it weary Satan in this 
fruitlefle fight,and make him willing to deft from theſe in- 
counters, which doe but weaken himſelfe, and firengthen 
his enemic, Finally, thispatience in bearing the croſle doth 
much benefit vs, as it isameanesof receiving comfort from 
others; for when wee induce Gods chaſtizements w_ 
6 mee 
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meeknes and humility, itis an effeQuall argument to moue 
pity and compaſſion inthe beholders, ro make them to con- 
dole with vs,& to afford vnto vs their beſt means of refreſh- 
ing and con(olation;al which helpes are ſo many hands,ſup- 

orting vs that wee may not finke vnder the waight of our 
afflitions: whereas if we with impatiency do murmure and 
repine,curſe, ſweare, and ſhew all manner of diſtemper and 
outrage, weare liable to the inſt rebukesof al that behold vs; 
and euery onethinkehthat we are well worthy to continue 
ſtill in theſe croſſes and calamities, vntill we have learned to 
beare the better, Laſtly,as this vertue of patience is very pro- 


ficable inreſpeR of thislife, ſo much more in reſpeotthe ' 


life to come. For asthe Saints of old, ſo we now do through 


faith & patience inheritethe promiſes, as the Apoſile ſpea- Heb.s.12. 


keth, and that firſt as it furthereth & aſſureth vs efour ſalua- 
vation,For be» hoindureth totheendſhall beſaned; and it i 4 
righteous thing with God 19 recompence tribalation to the that 


Matth.10.23, 


trewble his ſernants, andto them that axe troubled,eternall reſt **Thefl.1.6, 


at the appearmyg of Teſus Chriſt, And ſecondly, as itmaketh 
our crowne of glory much more glorious; tor the greater 
our conflict is, the greater ſhall bee our triumph; and the 
more we ſuffer in loue and obedience to God,the more rich 
ſhall ourreward bee; itbeing iuſt with God to crowne his 
greater giſts and graces, with a proportionable degree of 
glory and happinefle. Bur of this I ſhall haue occaſion to 
ſpeake more heereaftef, 

The laſt argument tro commendJpatience vnto vs, is the 
neceſſitic thereof; for as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, we hane need 
of patience, that after we haue done the will of God, wee might 


d.Sef.z. 
Of the great ne» 


ceſſuie of patis 


receine the promiſe: In which regard one ſaith, that as faith ence, 


is the foundation 6F Chriſtianity, ſo patience is 
and couering; for as this, that wee are Chriſtians, is to be a 
tributed ro our faith and hope; fo that this faith and hope 
may come to be fruitfull, it is neceſlary that wee have pati- 
ence. But this neceſſity of patience will further appeare, if 
we conſider thatGod enioyneth and requireth ir of ys, as 2 

K 2 part 


oofe Heb. 10.36. 
t. ©prian.de bono 
patientie.lib, 
Rom.8.25. 


Luc.21.19., 


Rom.12.12, 
Heb, 12.1, 


Iam.1.4» 


Jam. 57.8. 


_ 
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part of that ſeruice which we owe vnto him, So our Saviour 
Chriſt having foretolde the ati ions of tne faithful}, doth 
will chem to Pojlciie 7me:7 ſonles with p 1tirence, And the Apolile 
requireth, that we ve petient in irihalateon;and that we run 
with patience the race that rs ſet before vs; neither is it ſuffici» 
entthat we haue this vertuve in vs in ſome ſmal mcaſure, but 
we wult /et parience hane her perfect Warne, that we our ſelues 
alſo may be perfeit andintire, lacking nothing ; asthe Apoſfile 
Iames exhorteth vs. Nor is it enoughthat we be patient by 
fits, one while meckly bearing the hand of God, and an- 
other while forming and raging, but having entertained it, 
we muſt conftantly continue init;yntil we recciue the fruite 
of our patience,enen the ſaluationof our ſoules, For ſo the 
fame Apoſile exhorteth vs; robepatrent ro the comming of the 
Lord; and as the busband-man waireth for the precious frnite 
of th: earth, and bath lorg patrence for it, vatill horeceine the 
former and the latter rame; ſowe muſ? be paticntand ſentle our 
hearts. ſeeing this comming of the Lord draweth neere, Againe 
the neceſſitic of patience wil appeare if we conſider our pre- 
ſent fate and condition in this life; for we are in a continuall 
warfare; and patience is a cheefe part of our armour to de 
fend vs from being pearced with the fiery darts of troubles 
and aftfliftions, wirnout which wee Iye open to their force 
and violence, and are indangered by their cruell blowes to 
be wounded cuen vnto death, Our life is a race, wherein we 
run to obtainethe crowne of glpry, and patienceisa cheeſe 
meanes to.make vs well breathed, to keepe vs from fainting 
and tyring, and to-nable vs to hold out vnto the end, Iris 
a tedious pilgrimage, in which wee are often pulled back 
with the briars of troubles, and often diſcouraged by the 
fouleneſſe or roughneſle of the way; the danger of thoſe 
mighty enemies which lye jn waite for vs, and our hard en- 
teitainment Which wee find inour innes; all which difficul- 
ties and dangers wee can no otherwiſe helpe, then by pol. 
ſeffing our ſoules with patience, ſuffering with meckneſſe 
whattocuer it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to layypon ys, For when 
Boy: this 
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this vertuefaileth vs, then preſently we are vtterly diſcourge 
ged,faint in our iourney and ft till;or have our hearts hard. 
ned by our aſfli&iss & become deſperate;(p as we are ready 
roturne back againe into the world, that we may mitigate 
our ſorrowes by cnioying carnall delights and the pleaſures 
of finne. Whileft wee continue heere, itis of neceſſity that 
we mult ſuffer many aſflitions; for wee were preordained 
to be madeliketo the image of our Sauiour Chriſt,nor one- 
ly in glory inthelife ro come, of whichthe Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing ſaith, that ® wher he ſhall appeare, We ſhall be ike vnto him, ,, 1,1 2.2 
but alſoin Þ his afflitions and ſufferings in this life preſent, b,Rows 8.29, 
asS, Parl affirmeth. And as we are predeſtinate, ſo alſo are 
wee called to ſuffer afflitions, as the Apoltle Peter ſhew- 
th; where ſpeaking of ſuffering wrongs patiently,he ſaith, 
that © we are hereunto called; for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for vs,leas © 1.Pet,a,21, 
wing v5 an enſample that we ſhould follow his ſteps, Neither is | 
this the lot of ſome few alone, but of all the faithfull, For. | 
the Apoſtle telleth vs, thatd a//who will le gedly in Chriſt * 2. Tim. 3.12, 
leſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecation:that © God correfteth every ſoune *Heb-12. 6.8, 
whom he recemeth; and that they are baſtards, and no ſonnes 
who are not thizs chaſtized, And this our Sauiour hath fore- 
roldef And yon ſhall(ſaith he)be hated of all men for my name, L 
| Andagaine, 8 !hz time ſhall come, that whoſcener killetb you, Matth.10.22 
Wll thinke iha; he doth God fernice: andalitleafter, yeeſhall 
Weepe and /ament, and the world ſhall reiozce,&c. So hee hath 
taught vs, that it is Þ a narrow way and ftraight gate, that |, 
hk ro heavenly happineſſe, which is fo difficult and yn. —— 
pleaſant ro fleſh and blood, that few will bee at the paines 
to find orentcr into it, And the Apoſtlelikewiſe telleth ys, 
that none ſhall iraigne with Chriſt in his glory , who doe '2. Tim.2, 17, 
not participate +. him in his ſufferings; and that k by cag yu, 4 
many tribulations wee muſt enter into the kingdome of 
heaven, Now from this neceſlitie of ſuffering affli tions, we 
may alſo inferre the neceſſitie of patience; foras this is our 
cheefe ſtay to vphold vs in all our troubles and trials; ſo 
whea we want it, we preſently finke ynder their waight;for = 
« K 3 | as 


$£ loh,16.2,20 | 


y 


qui imperatore 
gemens (equi- 
fur.Senec. epiſt, 
I97, 
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Malus miles eft 


——_— 
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asthe ſhip which. hath her ballaſt and burthen equally di- 
| ny is ſpeedic and ſafe in her paſſage, though ſhee bee 

cepely laden; whereas contrariwiſe, if either through the 
vn:kiltulnefſe of them who fraught it, or the rage and furie 
of ſome cruell rempcR, the burthen being toſſed and tum- 
bled from place toplace, doth lyea} on one fide, it is cafily 
ouerſet with cuery blaſt, and finkech into the ſea: ſoif the 
heauieſt burthen of afflitions be quietly caried with meek- - 
neſſe and patience, they wiltnot hinder our paſſage tothe 
haven of reſi; but if through impatiencie, frowardnefſe,and 
murmuring, they be toſſed in our hearts toand fro, we ſhall 
quickly finke in this ſea of ſorrowes, yea ſo farre are wee 
from well bearing of our afflitions, without the helpe of 
patience, that withour it, the beſt eſtate which this life yeel= 
deth, cannot giue vs comfort and' contentment. But as. 
weakel and fickly bodjes agree well with no aire, and are 
not much betrered by their often remoues and changes of 
place, becauſe they cary about cthemtheir diſtempered hu- 
mours, which are the cauſes of their diſcaſe : ſo hee whois 
fick of impatiency and peeuiſh diſcontent, agreeth well 
with no condition, but picketh quarrels as well againſt his 


proſperity, as affliQtion, and is well (as we ſay) neither full 


nor faſting; but (like thoſe who are ſick of a feauer) bitter 
and ſweet doe alike diſtaſte him; loathing the very ſight of 
wholeſome nouriſhment, becauſe his humour maketh e« 
uery thing torelliſhe of his aguiſhe diftemper, Againe,from- 


* theneceſhicie of affli tions, wee may concludethe neceflitie 


of patience; ſeeing it is our wiſeſt way to beare thar bur- 
then with meeknefſe, which wee cannot ſhake off; and to- 
follow the Lord without murmuring and complaining, 
when he calleth vs to ſuffer thoſe affli ions, vnto which he 
hath preordained ys; for (as one ſaith) hee isa bad fouldier 
who followeth his commander with grudging and repi= 
ning;and(as Iadde)afoole too,feeing if his paines and dan= 
ers, which hee muſt vndertake vpon neceflitic, were ve- 
untary and chearfull, hee might well hope afterthe — 
| - or 
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for praiſe and reward, whereas his repining ſervice, is ſuffi- 
ciently rewarded, if it bee pardoned. And ſo it were not 
onely faithfulnefle but wiſdome in vs, to beare with pati- 
ence and chearfulneſle the crofſes which God laieth vpon 
vs; ſecing though we grudge and complaine neuer ſo much, 


we muſt beare them whether we will or no, being appoin- nyunt velents 
ted thereunto; foras one ſaith of fate, I may truely tay of fate, nolentem 

Gods prouidence, thar it leadeth the willing, and the yn- trabunt. Cleans 
willing it drawethz and therefore we are put toour choice, ——_— SENG 


whether wee will beare the crofſe willingly and ioyfully, 
with praiſe and reward; or elſe whether we will or no,with 
repining an muring, hauing onely our labour for our 
paines, if ac left wee eſcape further puniſhment for our im- 
patiency.Finally, this vertue of patience isneceflary tothe 
well bearing of theſe vnauoydable afflitions, as being a 
notable meanes to moderate and mitigate all our greefes 
aid ſorrowes; whereas if wee be deſtitute of this ſingular 
grace, weeſhall be as much vexed and turmoyled with our 
impatiencie, as with all other our afflitions, it being the 
naturethereof, to make light croſſes heauy and intolerable, 
whileſt ir doth agorauate them by all circumſtances, and 
maketh them worſe by a falſe opinion, then they are in our 
ſenſe and feeling. Now whart follie is this to moleft and dif- 
quiet our ſelues with greefe and impatiencie, when as wee 
arc already coo much diſquieted with our ſmart and paine? 
and wilfully ro hurt our ſelues, becauſe againſt our wills we 
are hurt by others? What is this, bur to adde more to our 
burthen, becauſe it is alreadie too heavie? and in childiſh 
ſimplicity and peeuiſhneſſe to beat the Rone vpon which 
weare failen; harming our ſelues more with our impatien- 
cieand fooliſh revenge, then the hurt it ſelfe would. haue 
done, if wee had borne itpatiently ? If indeed ſorrow and 
frowardnefle would lefſen & lighten our affliftions,though 
they be vnpleaſant gueſts, there were ſome reaſon why wee: 
ſhould giue them entertainment; bur ſeeing contrariwiſe, 
they much encreaſe the eujll which we fuftaine, by adding 
K 4 


Lib. 2. 136 Chap.z. 


Of the meanes te obtaine patience in affultions, 


ynto the torinent of the body, the torment of the mind ; arid 

doe nothing elſe but vexe our felues, offend others;and dif. 
Nox poteſt accipipleaſe God, from whom we might expeQa crowne for our 
” Set paſſe- ſuffrings,if we indured chem paticnt]y,what reaſon have we 
oe FM to give way vnto them ? neither is it our ſufferings alone 
lore & paſſinve that can make vs happy ; nor is it the crofle it ſelfe that will 
patientia. Cy2ri- bring vs that glorious crowne, vnlefle wee carry it weakely 
an.debono pati- and quietly,in loue and obedience tohim who hath laide it 


a ypon vs. 


Cuar, III. 


Of the meanes toworke mn vs patience in afflittions , and firſt 
of prayer. | | 


A *% PADZENSND thus have I ſerdowne ſuch reafons and 
CCF, Is =S z 


= N =Þ arguments,as doe ſufficiently commend vn- 
That beathen S)/ YL va to vs patience in afflitions, that thereby our 
Phuloſopby yeel- VF | 


hearts may bee inflamed wiih, the Toue of ſo 
comfort in te WEZSINESRS cxccllent, profitable and neceſlary a vertue, 
Zime of affliftis, and to be moued withalkdelire andindeuour to vie al good 
; meanes to attaine vnto itz now it followeth according to 
my order propounded, that I alſo ſhew thoſe meanes where- 
by this ſingular grace of God,may bee eyther begun where. 
it is not, or confirmed and increaſed where it is, Andlieft we 
ſhould ſeeke for patience where itis not to. be found, and ſo 
looſe our labour , wee are to know, that it is nonaturall fa- 
culty, which hath it beginning in ourbeeing ; no inherent 
quality, fortitude or conſtancy, which is borne and bredde 
- with vs;for we are naturally-peeuiſh and impatient, froward 
andfretfull,complaining and crying out io the leaſt ſenſe of 
paine; and murmuring and repining againſt the diuine pro- 
uidence, when we are never ſolittlecroffed of our wils, And 
therefore they who would find this flower of paticnce,muft 
not looke for it in the barren deſert of corrupted wy 
WAcre 


deth noſound 24 


Lib.2. / 739 Chap. 3, 
Of the meayes to braine patience in affliflions. 
whereitneuer gtoweth. Neyther is it to bee attained vnto 
by the helpe of naturall reaſon and Philoſophy , which pro- 
pounceth vnto vs onely ſhadowes of comforts, that have 
a ſceming ſhewa farre off but vaniſh away when wee ſecke 
to catchthem; and offereth vnto vs rottenprops for the yp- 
holding of ourpatience;which being guilded over with hu. 
mane Witte, arte and cloquence, doe ſceme to be of ſome 
ſtrength, ſo long as our patience being vnburthened, ſtan- 
deth vpright init owneEſirength ; bur when it is tryed and 
preſſed with the leaſt waight of afflitiens, then they faile, 
and (as it were) breake in fitters, bewraying their weakenes 
and inſufficiency ; together with the folly of thoſe who in-- 
vented them, and of vs who truſted in them ; and like talſe 
friends they leaue and forſake vs,when needing their helpe 
wereſort and flye vnto them. For as the heathen Philoſo- 
phers were for the moſi part ignorant of the cheef cauſes of 
al affliions;uot aſcribing them vnto God,and hi; wiſe and? 
juſt providence, bur vnto fate and deſtiny; chance and for- 
tune; not looking vnto the chiefe deſeruing cauſes, which 
are our finnes, and principally the whole corruption of our 
nature,the ignorance of God, and the negle&and contempt: 
of his true worſhip and ſervice ; but imagining that all hap- 
ned by the guidance and direQion of blind fortune , which 
put no difference berweene the good andbad, iuſt and wic- 
ked: ſoaccordingly they applied falſe remedies, and vſed 
medicines which were as loathſome as the diſeaſe which; 
they ſought to cure. Asnamelythatwe muſt beare with'pa+ 
tience that which we cannotauoide; whereas that alone is 
enough to make a man breake out into al impatience,when 
as he confidercth that his miſeries which are preſently into- 
lerable; are alſo remedilefle, and nor to bee auoided for the: 
time to come. That it becommeth not awiſe man to be'paſ-- 
fionare; and that itis folly roadde to our other 'miſcries, 
whichare already too heauy,the waighr of ſorrow and vex- 
ation of mind, thatwe-beare a burthen which is common to 


many, and that yvee haue innumerable companions in our 
24.433 grictcs 
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oriefes;finally that all mankind are liable and ſubieto ma- 
nifold miſerics and aſfliftions, and therefore wee muſt not 
take itil], if we be not exempted from the common lot, Bur 
in the meane time they make no mention of Gods proui- 
_ dence diſpoſing ali our affliftions, and turning them to our 
good; they doe not ſhew that they are proportioned tothe 
meaſure of our firength, ſoas they ſhall never overwhelme 
vs; nor that they are the chaſtiſements of a gratious Father, 
and the fruits of his loue;nor that they are by him madepro- 
fitable for the aduancing ofeur ſpiritual eftate,the inciching 
of vs with heavenly graces, andthe furthering of our erer- 
» nall ſalvation. Finally they put vs in no hope and affurance 
| that God is preſent with vs in all our troubles, and in his 
ood time will deliuer ys out of all our affiAtions;; & there= 
are they are not to be reſorted vnto by thoſe that lye vn- 
der the croſle, as being but miſerable comforters, who onl 
veter ſome magnifique and-glorious ſpeeches, which haue 
no ſound ground of reaſon to reſt ypon; and require great 
matters of their Diſciples; bur doe nor with any waight 
of argument armetheir patience and reſolution, nor inable 
them-to performe that which is required of them, 
$ Sef2.2. Bur it wewould baue ſound comfort in all our croſſes and 
utwe bane by afflitions, we muſt ſceke for it inthe word of God, & care- 
nature notrue fully vie thoſe meanes which arethere preſcribed for the 
patience, but firengrhening and increaſing of our patience. And theſe 
 thatit s Gods ray be referred to two generall heads, namely prayer, and 
fregft. medirgtion. The firſt, and' cheeſe meancs. of patience and 
comfortin all our troubles, is that wee daily haue our re- 
- courſe vnto God by feruent and effeQuall prayer , where n 
we are to craue, thatby his koly ſpirithee will worke in ys 
theſc gifts and graces, whereby,we:may beunabled to beare 
affli Aions,farhowſocuct we ſoeme inthe time of proſperity 
ſv canſtant,comfortableand couragious, that nothing can' 
_ diſmay vs. yet no ſooner isthe ſun of worldly happines ſc, 
bur preſeruly all our comfort is cooled, wn quenched; 
and being nipped and pinched with the froft ofaffiQiqn, we 
| breake 
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breake out into all impatiency, and paſſe our time in horror 


and deſpaire;for naturally we abhorre atfiicions,and aZcha. jy 1 


* © fheſement 15 for the preſent greenows, asthe Apoſltie ſpeaketh, 
fo that we tremble when we doe but heare of their approa- 
ching ; ſhrinke and pull backe the ſhoulder when wee are 
called to beare the croſſe, and impatiently. crye out and 
complaine when we are but touched. Neither is this feare 


ofafflictions a corruption onely of our natures, butacrea- - 


ted quality , which may be without finne, as we may ſec in 
the example of our Satiour Chrift, who earneſtly defired 


that he might not drinke of that bitter cup ofafflition,and . 
was brought into ſuch an agony that hee ſweat water and Luk. 22.42.43.” 


Marth. 27 46. - 


blood, ſoasbee needed ro haucan Angell ſent rocomfort 
him, And when he was put to drink the. dregs of this loath- 
ſome potien,he was forced to cry out, my God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me, The which abhorring & lothing of the 
croſſe in Chriſts moſt holy nature,was iuſt and lawfull , be- 
ing ioyned with patience, obedience and conformity to 
Gods wil; becauſe we are cuen by the Law of nature bound 
. toſeeke our owne preſeruation;, and to ſhunne 2ll cauſes 

and occafions which may hinder our happines , but beeing 
ioyned with our corruption, it becommeth vnlawfull 
and wicked, making vsto breake out into all impatiencie, 
and ro murmure and repine againſt God, So that naturallie 
we haue no patience or comfort in our afflitions, bur it is 
the free gift of God, as. the Apoſtle implyech whereas hee 


Chap.3, 


faith,that it Was ginen tothe Philippians to ſuffer for Chriſ},be- Phil.r 2 
cauſe no man can ſuffer as hee ought vnleſſe hee receiuc it of 1341,;.2.4. 


God, So elſewhere hee maketh this patience a fruit of the 


ſpiritzand afficmeth that it & God a/one who doth comfort vs +.Cor.1.4.t 
in all our tribulation. And heereof it is, that this is made one Rom.15.5, 
of his royallcitles; The God of patience and conſolation ; and *0r 1.3- 


the Father of mercies and Godof allcomforr. By whoſe power 
aſi1ting vs,and ſpirit inabling vs, wee who can neither doe 
noi {iffer any thing of our ſelues, can doeallthings, asthe 


Apefile ſpeaketh, | 
\ In 


il.4 13. 
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Reaſons perſirat-ng to prajer in affliftion, 
In all our affti ions therefore we muſt have our recourſe 
S Seff.3. ;: vnto God by carneft and eficQuall prayer , that wee may 
= — from kim receiuexthis comfort and patience which we haue 
Sg oy offlickd, not of our ſelues; and'in his good time haue helpe and deli= 
firf,becauſe God Uerance out of all our troubles. Which duetie that wee may 
thea requircih pertorme lettheſe reaſons perſwade vs; Firft,becaule as the 
vs ts performe T.ord doth at all times require, that we ſhould performe yn« 
—_— to him thiz duty ot his ſeruice, ſo more eſpecially in thetime 
Plalm.50.15. of affliction & tribulation:Callvpor me(laith he) in 1he day of 
Fam.5.13, Fronble, ſowill | deliner thee,and thou ſalt glorifie we, And a= 
gaine, & ay) among you affii ed? let hmm pray: Tr any merry? 
let bins ſing Pſalmes, $o hauing foretold the aff: tions of his 
Church for their iniquities, he willeth them to returne vynto 
the Lord their God by true repentance, and to call ypon 
him ; and not.onely requireth that they ſhould pray,but alſo 
* Hoſ14.2.3, Feacheth them a forme of inuocation, Take wnre you words 
(faith he) and twrne to the Lord,and ſay vnto him,take away all 
eniquity andreceine vs grationſly; ſo will we render the calues of 
our lips, And thus our Saviour Chriſt at the approaching of 
his owne paſſion, and his Diſciplesafflitien and perſecuti- 
on,which was to follow thereupon, doth injoyne them af- 
Marth.26.47. {ra more ſpeciall manner,thar they ſhould watch and pray, 
Luc,z1.36. hot they did not enter into tentation, And having foretolde 
the great miſeries and tribulations which ſhould follow his 
aſcenſion, vpon the people ofthe Iewes, and all the Church 
before his ſecond comming to judgement, he doth preſcribe 
rhisas a ſpeciall and moſt ſoueraigne antidote and preſerua. 
tive againſt all theſe -euills, that they ſhould watch and pray 
continually that ſo they might bee thought worthy toeſcape all 
theſe rhings Which ſhould come topaſſe, 
| Secondly , wee muſt in our afflictions flye vnto God by 
6 Seft.4. 45 EY | 
The ſecond Rea- PFAYEr, becauſe it is one cipeciall ende wherefore the Lord 
ſon,becauſe it is correReth vs ; for as the louing and kinde mother caufeth 
a maineendwby ftrangers to affright her tender and dearely loued childe, 
God affiFeth vs when he negleReth her, & taketh delight to ſtray from her, 
that ſo ſhee may heereby prevent the dangerofloſing him, 
| and 
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and may cauſe him to returne ynto her forſafeguard, andto 
cali himſelfe into her armes, heereby inflaming his loue 
moretowards hcr,and increafing his confidence in her pro- 
tection: Sodoth the Lord our gratious Father cauſe theſe 
bugbeares of affliftions to meete and terrifie vs, when wee: 
are ſtraying from him, that wee may flee into his armes for 
helpe and {uccour; and ſuffereth vs to be depriued of other 
helps and comforts, that wee may with fulnefle of affiance 
reſt wholy vpon him; wheras if either we were not at all af- 
flited,orhad other ſuccours whereunto wemight reſort in 
the time of our diſtceſſe, ve wonld not ſeeke vnto him at all, 
or at lr aft, aftera cold and looſe manner, And this end the 
Lord expreileth, where he ſaith, vnto his people Ifraell, thar 
er {ſhould not be able to cure the wound of their aff1;- 
Qions; and that he would tee vnto Ephramnn a4 a Lion, and as a 
Liens whelpe ro the houſe of Inda, rending and tearing them 
with afflictions and mileries, and :h1t he would ſpoyle, goe as 
way and take them with him,as a pray which none ſhould reſ- 
cue,and that he would goe and returne to his place, clouding Hoſ,5.14.15, 
from their ſight the beames of his loue and fauour , :# they 
achnowledged their fault, and ſought hm diligently, The 

which his end he atraineth vnto inall the faithfull,as appea- 

reth by the words following; /z their afflift;on (faith he)they , 
wil ſcche me duligently,ſaying, come and let vs returne vnto the Chap 6.1, 
Lord, (or he hath ſpoiled, and hewill heale vs;hee hathwonnded, 
aud he willbind vs vp. So the Prophet E/ay ſpeaking of the 
faithfu!l in their afflictions,faith, O Lord in trouble hane the) 
viſired thee,they powred ont a prayer when thy chaſtening was 
2p0#8 them, ts 

Thirdly, Gods gratious promiſes of hearing our prayers, $ SecZ.5. 
and granting our requetts, may be aneftectuall argumeneto The ,.yea(3rake 
mooue vs to the performance of this dutie,, when we molt #0: Gods gra- 
neede his helpe,thus generallyhee willeth vs to aske and it 10:5 promiſes of 
ſhall be ginen vs,toſecke andne ſhall finde, toknocke ardit ſhall bearmg vs inthe 
be opened vnrto vs. for whoſoener asketh, recemeth, and hee that lime of trouble, 
rp | Matthe7.7. 

ſeckerh findeth,and ro him that knocketh, it ſhall bee opened. So | 
our 


Efſa.26.16, 
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x.lok.5.14.15 
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our Satiour hath aſſured vs that, whatſocuer wee ſhall acke 
the father in hus name hewill gine it vs. Ard the Apoſtle Jobs 
telleth vs, that we have bis aſſurance in I;jus Chriſt that if we 
arke any thing according to bis Will, he heareth vs. And if wee 
know that he heareth vs, whatſoener we aske, we know that we 
hae the petitiens that we bane deſired of him. Yeaſoreadie is 
the Lord to harken ynrto the ſuites of thoſe that pray vnto 
him, that when he ſceth this diſpoſition in them, he promi- 
ſeth, that before they call,he will anſwere; and whileſt they ſpeck, 
hewill beare, But as God hath generally bound himſelfe by 
promiſe to heare and helpe thoſe that cal ypon him,ſo more 
eſpecially ſuch as flee vnto him by prayer inthe time of their 
affliction; according to that of the Plalmiſt; call vupow me in 
rhe day of tronble, ſo will I deliner thee, aud thou ſhalt glorifie 
me, And againe, ſpeaking of thoſe that loue God, hee ſaith, 
He: ſhall call: ypon me, and [will heare him , I witlbe with him in 
trouble, I will deliner him, and glorifie him, Andelſe where; 
he will fulfill the deſire of them that feare him; he alſo will heare 
their cry, and will ſane them. And this promiſe the Lord doth 
ſpecially fic ro his Church and choſen people; namely, that 
if for their ſinnes they were led into captiuitic by their ene- 
mies, and if from the-Jand of their captiuicie they would 
ſecke the Lord their God, they ſhould find him, ifthey did 
ſecke bim with all their heart, and with all their ſoule, &c. 
And particularly ir is applied to 1ob by one of his friends; If 
(faith he) chomwilr early ſecke vnto God, andpray ro the Al- 
mightie; if thou be pure andwpright, then ſurely the Well awake 
wp unto thee, and he will make the habitation of thy righteouſ* 
meſſe proſperows,* And theſe are the promiſes which are made 
ynto thoſe whocall vpon God in the time of their trouble; 
which who ſo applieth vnto himſelfe vpon the performance 
of this duty, ſhall inthe day of his affliction finde ſingular 
conſolation; and our of the death of ſorrow and deſpaire, 
ſhall be raiſed co the life of true ioy and comfort, And this 
Dazid found in his owne experience, where ſpeaking of 
cheſe gracious promiſes, he faith, that rhey are his comfort is . 
tronble, 
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rrouble,avd that he ts by them quick;:ed, and asic were, refto- 
red tolife againe, : 
Fourdtily, wee muſt inthe time of our aMiion have our d Sect.6. 
recourſe vntothe Lord by prayer, becauſe he is our ſole Sa- FRY mn th _ 
uviovr and deliverer; 'for it cveiy man out of reaſon and diſ- 7,4 paar 
cretion will reſort vnto thoſe, in their troubles and dan. Saviour and dex 
gers, of whoſe louc and power they are moſt affured; yea if reaps 
the bruitEcreatures by inftinR of nature will flee thether in _ ry: py WE 
their extremities, where their cheeſe refuge is; then by the Now! fiflions 
ſame reaſon ovght we in all our tribulation and calamities or park pos, 2 
to flee ynto the Lord for helpe and deliverance, ſeeing his beare them, 
loue is matchleſſe, and his power infinite, For hee is our , 
cheeſe ſtrength, our rock, our fortreſſe, and delinerer; he ts our p,,1 ala a 
ſoreld, the horne of our ſaluation andour refuge : as Danidcal- 1, OP 
leth him, he 5 our hope and ſtrength, and helpe in troubles rea- 
dy to be found, as elſe where he ſpeaketh, and heis approued 
thus to be by the manifold experience of his Church and 
choſenpeople, for in the palaces of mount Sion God us knowne Pf 1.48.;. 
for «ſure refuge. It i he that delinereth vs ont of al our aduerſi-/ 
ties and tribulations, as holy Samnelaffirmeth; he & good,and 1.Sam.10.19, 
ar @ ſtrong hold in the day of trouble, and he knoWveth them that Nahum.1.7 
truſt in him, as the Prophet Nahwmteacheth vs. Hee is our Ws 
king that proteReth vs, our father thar takevh care for ys, kt 
our husband and head, who louecth vs as his ſpouſe and 
members; and therefore to whom ſhould wee his ſubieRs, 
children and ſpouſes, reſort to flee in the time of our 
dangers and diſtrefſe, but ynto this our powerfull and glo- 
rious king; our carefull father and loving husband? Eſpeci. 
ally confidering that as the Lord is our cheefe hope and 
helpe, from whom wee may expeCt deliverance from affli. 
Qions,or patience to beare them; ſo he hath appointed prai- 
erasthe onely meanesfor the obtaining of theſe benefits; 
foras the louing and wiſe parent hath in himſelfe a diſpoſi- 
tion to beſtow all things needfull ypon his deare child, and 
ſometime to pardon his fault when hee hath offended him, 


and ſometime to content himſelfe with the taking of lefle 
cor- 
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AR.12. | 


 Efa.38, 


Heb.4.16, 


| Pſal.6,5.2 


Philem.22. 
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Reaſons perſwading to prayer in affiiftion, 
correction on him then it deſerueth; yet doth hee expe 
that his ſonne in all dutie and humilicie, ſhould intreate 
theſe fauours from him; and wil neither beRow bis gifts 
before hee ſue vnto him forthem; nor pardon the offence 
committed, before hee humble himſe}fe, acknowledge his 
faulr, and craue pardon; nor yet ccaſeth willingly from lay- 
ing on ſtripes when hee hath begun co chatiize him,tull hee 
haue promiſed to amend, and defireth to be ſpared, Euen 
ſo our gracious and Icuing father is alwaies moſt ready to 
beſtow his gifts and bl:fſ1ngs, ro pardon our finnes, and to 
ceaſe correcting of vs, becauſe hee taketh no delight in our 
ſmart and paine ; bur yet vpon this condition, that wee ſue 
ynto him tor theſe fauours, and (asit were) by the hand of 
prayer take theſe benefirs out of the rich treaſury of his 
bounty and goodnefle, And this the Apoſtle Pax/implyerh, 
for though hee were perſwaded thathe ſhould be freed out 
of his impriſonment,and ſer at liberty, for the further ſeruice 
of God & benefit of his church, yet he requireth the praiers 
of Philzmon & the relt of the Saints, as the meanes of his in. 
largement. And thus alto Perey was freed from his chaines, 
& as it were drawne out of che 1awes of death; bur it was at 
the inſtant ſute of the faithfull, as the holy Ghoſt noteth, So 
though the Lord were purpoſed to adde fifteene yeeresto 
the life of Ezechias , and toacquithim from the ſentence 
of death) pronounced agaiuli him, yet hee doth nor aſſure 
him of it till ke had humbled himlelte, and powreg out his 
ſoule by feruent and cfeRuall prayer, And therefore if in 
our wants, miſeries and afflietions, wee would hauc helpe 
from God, either tor deliuerance or patience; let ys vſe this 
meanes which hee hath ſanCified for this purpolc; and ſee= 
ing God doth require icat our hands, let vs goe bolaly waro 
the throne of grace, that we may receine mercy, and findegrace 
to helpe in ttme of need, Seeing hee doth not deny helpe viito 
any that ſye vnto him for it; ler vs flee to him for ſuccour in 


_ all our wants and dangers, according to thar- of the Plal- 


mid; Becauſe thou. beareſt the prater , unts thee ſhall all fleſh 
| come 
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' come. And when wee are aſſaulted by ourenemies, and pur- 


ſued by them that hate vs, let ys with Dam cry out vnto pp cr, 
him: g-#e vs helpe aganſt tronble, for vaine ts the helpe of man, g 108.14. 
And fay with good /ehoſaphar,O our God,wilt thou not indge 2.Cor.20.13. 
them? fer there xs noſtreugth m ws to ſtand before thu great 

multitude that commeth agamſt 1s,neither doe we know nhat to 

doe, but our cies are towards thee, And as prayer is the meanes 

of delincrance our of atflitions, ſo alſo of obtaining parti- 

ence to beare them, ſo long as is pleaſeth the Lord ro con- 

tinue them ypon vs: in which reſpeA patience and prayer 

are by the Apoſtle fitly ioyned together, Reiozcing(farhhe) 

in hope, patient in tribulation, contmeing in praer, Neither in Rom-12.12, 
truth can there bee a ſtronger prop rovphold our patience, 

then feruencie in prayer; both becauſe it recciuveth heereby 

vertue and encreaſe fromGod, and hath the meaſure thereof 

deubled bytris holy Spirir,according to that of theApoftle, law.1.y. 
ifany of youu lack wiſdome(namelyrhat ſpecial wildome which 

enableth vs to beare the crofſe with comfort and patience) 

kt hm atke of God, which gineth to all men hberally, andre- 

proacheth no man, and it ſhall be ginen onto him; and alſo be- 


cauſe ir much eaſeth vs of our greefe, and lightenethour 


hearts ofthe burthen of our affliQions, when as we canlay 

open our grieuances before God, and powre out our com- 

plaints into his booſome. Forifit bee ancaſe to an afflited 

minde, when as a man hath ſome ſpeciall and deare friend, 

to whom he may communicacte his greefes,& make knowne 

his croubles and difcontents, that at leaft hee may be pitied 

and bemoned of him, though he have no power or abilitie 

torelecue and helpe him: then how much moreeaſe and 

comfort ſhall wee finde in laying open the cauſesof our | 

grcefes before God our heavenly father?who as he infinite- { Sect. 7. 

ly excellethall mankind in render love, pity and compaſſi. The fiftb reaſon, 

on,ſo he is able, when as it ſhall bee moſt for his glory and #5/tca%/e in our 

our comtort, to free and, deliver vs out of all our miſcries off wy 

and afflitions, ſeaſonable time 
Fifthly,we muſt in all our troubles haue our recourſe _ for prayer, 

L G 


Pſal,50.15 


E{2.,36.16, 


Lam.2.18.19 


Eſa.39.14, 


| Lib.2, 
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God by prayer, becauſe it is the moſt opportune, fit and ſea- 
ſonable.time for this holy exerciſe; and this may'appeare, 
not onely becauſe the Lord,irfinite in wiſdoine,and know. 
ing what actions beſt fort with all times and occaſions, doth 
more eſpecially inioyne vs to call ypon him when wee are 
in trouble and aifliction: but alſo becauſe we are then moſt 
readie and beſt diſpoſed to the pertormance of this reli- 
giousdutie; and that with greater cfhcacie and feruencic 
then at other times. For if euer we will poure out our ſoules 
before God by prayer, we will doe it in our miſery and ad- 
verfitie; and chough we have neglected it in thetime of our 
peace and flouriſhing proſperity,yet if we haue any ſpark of 
grace in vs,we Will refort ynto God, when with the rod of 
affliction we ar whipped voto him; according tothe ſaying 
of the Propnet,O Lord, mm trouble they bane v1ſited thee, they 
ponred out a prater when thy chaſtening was vpon them, And 
howlocuer euc Gods deareſt ſeruars are in the time of their 
health and worldly welfare, looſe and ſlack, coldandnegli- 
gent in their ſvits and ſupplications, rouing in their pray- 
ersatlarge, and vttering them weakly and reiniſly ; like ri- 
uers it a large current or ſpacious plaine; yer are they in 
theirafflitions and miſeries moſt zealous and feruent, ve- 
hement and almoſt violent in preferriog their ſvits;and then 
their prayers like Rrong Rreamesin narrow Araights, iſſue; 


from their troubled ſonles with vnreſiſtable force,and admit 


of no ſtop and oppoſition, Anexample whereof we nave in; 
the afflicted Church of Iuda, of whom it is faid; that rhery 


heart cryed unto the Lord, O wallof the daughter of Sion, let 


teares run downe like a r1ner day and night; take thee no reſt, 
weither let the apple of thine cie ceaſe. eAriſe, ery in the night, 
in the beginning of the watches, poure out thine heart like water 
before the face of the Lord, lift up thine hands towards him for 
the life of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the cor- 
ners of al the ſtreets, Andthe like wemay ſee in the practiſe 
of Hezechias,who when his foule was afflited,is ſaid in the 
feryency of his ſpirit,to haue chattered like a crane'or ſwal- 

x low: 
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low; andin holy David, who in his greateſt calamities and 


Lib.2. . 


. Giftrefles, did make his moſt feruent andeffectuall prayers, 


as we may {ce in many of his Pſalmes. 

Lafily, the example of all Gods ſervants from time to d$Sea.8., 
time, who haue moſt diligently and zealouſly performed 7: 14} reaſon 
this duty of prayerand inuocation in their afflitions and taken f;ow the 
tribulagons, may ſerue as aftrong inducement to moue and *Xpleof Gorls 
perſwade vsto follow the like practiſe. Thus Daz in all his So 
afflitions fleeth vnato God as ynto his rocke, caſtle and 
ftrong halde,by whom alone he was ſateguarded from dan- 
gers; andas vnto his deliverer, and mighty Sauiour, who 
treed him out of all troubles, and plucked him our of the 
iawes of death. T be Lord (faith hec) i my rocke and my for- 
treſſe, and he that delinereth me, my God ana my ſtrength, in D211; 2,4.4.6 
him will ] iruit, my: ſpceld, the horne alſo of my ſaluation, and 
my refuge I will call upon the Lord, which ss worthy to be prai-' 
ſed, ſo ſhall [ be ſafe from mine enemies, The forrowes of death: 
compaſſed me, and the floods of wichedneſſe made me afraide,cc, 

But in my trouble did { call-upen the Lord, and cryed vntomy _. _ 
Gea. And he heard my voice ont of his temple. and my ery aid. . KS 
came befare him, enexints his eares, So Hezechiahwhen he' ; 
wasto be beſeidged with-the mighty hoft of Seracherib, 

and alſo when the ſentence of'death was by rhe Prophet, as' 
Gods anbaſſadour, pronounced againſthir, reſortethi vn-" 
to Godby prayer, as vnto his onely: refuge. The Prophet 
Tonus ke wile when he was iy the Whales belly, prayed vn- 
ts the Lord hus God, and ſaid, 1 cryed in mine affiiition vnto 
the Lora, and he heard. me. out of the belt of hell cried 1, and Nehemyg. . 
thou beardeſf my voice. The like duety was performed by Ne- Dan.g. 
hemiahanu Daniel when they were in captinitie in the be- 

halte.et chemielues and of their- people, So the diſciples be-- 


Ion.2.1,%, 


ingrefied with ecrueNM cempeſi;and now rendy to fink, flee 


vnto Chriſt by prayericrying oov E194 ſaves, ve periſh, And Math 8.25, 

the Apoſtle Part it: the benalfe' ofthe Colloſſians, prayeth. 

vito God, asymoithe onely tountaine of alttheſe gifts and = 

graces, thathee': would-itreogrthey ther with all mighr,oCol.r.rt.' te” 
L-3 through 


23:1+37 7M 


Pfal.' 07.6, 


Hcb.5.7, 


2.Chron.;3- 


I2,03» 


Jon.r+5e. 
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Chap.z, 


' through his glorious power,vnto all patience andlong ſuf- 


fering with ioyfulacſſe, Neither hath this beene the praQtiſe 
of theſe tew alone, hom I have produced for examples, but 
of ali.CGos taithtull ſeruants in all theirdiftrefſes;and there+ 
forc the Pſalmiſt reckoning vp a number. of affliQions;, 
wherewnh he Ciwurch and people of ©:0d were tofled and 
turmoyled,maketh this the concluſion of all, and(as it were) 
the foote oi his ſong ; rhen they ered vnro the Lord in their 
tr oubles, and he del:uercd them out of their deftreſſe, Bur above 
2.is the cxample of ourSauiour-Chrift,who being to drinke 


. of thi, bitter cup of moſt grieuous. affliftions , doth powre 
\ Out his loule before his Father in moſtferuentprayers;and as 


the Apolile ſpeaketh, /n the dayes of bis fleſhaid offer vp praye 
ers and jupplications with ſiroug crying and teares vnto him, 
that was able 19 ſans him from death, and was alſs heard m that 
which be feared.. And therefore if he who was the deere and: 
anely ſonne of God, had not thoſe things which hee defired 


_ inthertimeofhis affhiQtions, bur by che meanes of frequent 


and hcarty prayer; how ſhall we thinke tharGod will ofhis 
owne accord, without our intreating beſtow vpon vs-thoſe 
gifts and graces which wee need, or ſend vs deliverance out 


of all our troubles? But if theſe examples ſeeme too high for 
-aur imitation,as being takenfrom the praQiile of ſuch ſaints 


of God, who had attained to a great meaſure of excellencie 
and perfeQion; let vs ſer before vs the:cxample of Manaſſes, 
who thoughin the time of his proſperity, he fled from God 
and forlookehim, committing all outragious wickedneffe 
both againſt himand the wholechurch; yer when he was i! 
tribulation he prayed vnts the Lord his God,and humbled him- 
ſelfe greatly befyre tbe God of hu Fathers,and praying unto him 
God was intreated of bim,and heard his prayer and brought him 
againe to Termſalem into hu kingdome. Yea cuen the heathen 


. mariners though they were ignorant of God and his truere- 


ligion,yet by the very light of nature they were guided to 
the performance of this duty in thetime of their extremitie 
and danger,crying eucry manto his God for helpe and delie 


4 
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What a requiredin reſpelt of the perſon of bim that jvaeth. 
uerance, And the Niniuites likewiſe when they heard de- 
firuQiion denounced againſt their citic by the Prophet of Chap.3.8. 
God,faſted,pur on ſackcloath,repented of their ſfinnes, and | 
 cryed mightily vnto God, And therefereif wee would bee 
conformable vnto the pratiſe of all the ſaints,and our Saui- 
our Chriſt himſelfe;yea if we would not be worſe then 17a- 
n4ſſes, the molt outragious ſinner that ever obtained grace 
and ſaluation;or then the very heathersthemſelues, who be- 
ing ignorant ofthe knowledge of the true God, had onely 
the light of nature tobe their guide,letys in all our troubles 
ard afflictions flee vnto God by feruent and effeQuall pray- 
ers, that ſo wee-may eyther bee deliuered from the burthen 
of the croſſe, or haue ſtrength to beare it with patience, 
comfort and ioy in the holy Ghoſt, 


A——— 
lomo 


Cuar, IIII 


Of the things which God requireth in the perſon of bim who « 


to make an acceptable prayer, in the time of affliftion, 


NES) ar theſe are the reaſons which may moue $Sed7.x. 
X39) 


vs to performe this duty of praycrin thetime 74, 5,2 hin 
of our afflictions ; now that wee may pray requiredin the 
SING \&/ with aſſurance to hane our ſuits and periti= 2/02 is, that he 
xe S{2\ g ons granted, there are divers things requi- ** >} ate & 
red; ſome whereof reſpeAthe perſon of him that prayeth ;/® yu 

and ſome the prayer it ſelfe, In reſpeR of the perſon , that 
wee bee regenerate, ſanctified, and the ſonnes of God by a- 
doprion and grace; that ſo having receiued the ſpirit of a- 
doption, 2 we may crye#n our hearts Abba, Father ; for wee 
know not how to pray 4s we onght, but this ſpirit helpeth our i 
ſirmities, and maketh requeſt for vs , with fighes arid groanes 
which cannot be expreſſed, framing our praiers(not according 
tothe luſts of our owne fleſh, butthe holy wil of God, And 
if we be thus qualified, we may be aflured,that we ſhall haue 
L 3 (QUT 


þ 


a Rom,8,15.26 


Lib.2.. T52 Ohap. 4. 
what ts requiredin reſpett of the perſon of him that prayeth, 
our ſpirits grired;for what requeſtcan God deny which his 
holy fpirit indirerh,and maketh?or how ſhal we not obtaine 
that grace and mercy from him, which is conſonant to his 
moſt iuſt and holy will? Beſides the Lord hath bound him» 
ſelfe by his moſt free promiſes, that hee will heare the pray- 
ers of his faithfull and righteous ſonnes and ſeruants, and 
will grant vnto them that loue and feare him all their ſuites 


b Pſal.z4. 17,& and requeſts : ſothe Pſalmiſt faith , Þ ihe righteous crye and 


<84.1k, 


d Pſ.g1.14.15. 


the Lord heareth them ard delinereth them ont of al their trou- 
bles, andelſewhere;< the Lord will gine grace and glory, and 
no good thing will be withhold from them that walke vprightty, 
ſo by the ſame oracle the Lord delivereth this gratious an- 
ſwere:d Becauſe h: hath loned me therefore Will [ deliner him, 
1 will exalt himbecau /e he hath hzowne my name; hee ſhall call 
vp1u me and I will hare him; I will bee with him in trouble, I 
will delruer him and glorifie him, And againe hee faith , that 


* and aka's: ' Godwill © fulfill the deſire of them that feare him , hee alſo will 


* ſohn t5.7. 


$ 1,Icnn 3.22, 


2 Toho 3r. 


i2-Tim.2,s, 
\ 


heare their crye and will ſaue them, So our Sauiour promiſeth, 
that f rf we abide in hin and his words doe abide in vs, then wee 
may asl:e what wewill, andit ſhallbe done vnto vs. And his be- 
loved Apoſtle teacheth vs,that 8 whatſoener wee ashe, wee re- 
ceine of him becauſe we keepe his commandements , and doe the 
thmgs zhich are pleaſing im his ſight, Yea this was areceyued 
'axiome among the lewes, and therfore the blind man here- 
inappealeth to their owne knowledge, h we ko ((aith he ) 
that God heareth not finners,but if any man bee aworſhipper of 
G 24,4nd doth his will, him heareth be, And therefore howioe. 
ner the Apoſtleattriburerth much to prayer, yetall is limiced 
to the prayer ofa man who is iuſt and righteous ; the prayer 
(faith he) of a righteous man auaileth much ifit be feruent, So 
that if we would pray in aſſurance of Faith to bee heard, and 
haue our requeſts granted, we muſt be ſanRihed and purged 
from our corruptions ; and therefore theſe are well ioyned 
together by the Apolile,i 7 will(faith he) that men pray eue- 
ry where,liftins vp pure hands without wrath or doubting. For 
if we come vnto God defiled and polluced with our naturall 
| Cor 


Lib, 2s T53 Chap. 4. 
What ts required in reſpeft of the perſan of him that prayeth, 
corruptions; and-ouerburthened alſo with our manifold and 
haynous tranſgreſſions and actuall finnes; the Lord will not 
heare vs; neyther can we hope that our prayers and ſyits can 
be acceptable vnto him, when our perſons are odious in his 
fight, Manifold teſtimonies of holy Scripture might bee al- 
leaged to this purpoſe, the Prophet Dawidſaith,that if-k hee i ppim 6. 18 
ſhould regard Wickedneſſe in his hart the Lord would not hears _ — 
kim, And the wiſe man telleth vs, that ! rhe ſacrifice of the 1Pro.15,8.29, 

wicked is an abhomination to the Lord ; bat the prayer of the 

righteous 1s acceptable vnto hm ; that the Lord u« farre from 

the wicked, but heareth the prayer ef the righteous , and that 

m he who turneth away hts eare from hearing the Law, enen his ® and 28.9, 
prayer ſhall be abbominable. So the Prophet Eſay telleth the 

lewes, that there was in God no want of loue to heare their 

prayers, nor want ofpower , to effec their defires: bur the 

onely letand impediment was their finnes,which like a wall 

of ſeparation, orthicke and impenetrable cloud , did hin- 

der their prayers from aſcending vnto God, and his bleſ- | 
fings and benefits from deſcending vnto them, © Beholde » gl, 59 1.5; 
(faith he) thethand of the Lord us not ſhortened, that it cannot Scever.g.1o, 
ſane, neither his eare heauy, that it cannot heare, but your inj= 17.12.and 
quities hawe ſeparated betweene you and your God,and your ſins ras TALES 
hane hid his face from you, that hee will not heare, The which 1,4, pen 
heauy iudgement the Lord had before threatned againſt 
them,for their hainous tranſgreſſions;" when you ſhall trerch > Efa.x.rs, 
ont your hands ( ſaith hee) / will hide mine eyes from you, and 

though you make many prayers I will not heare , for your hands 

are full ef blend, So the Prophet Ezechiell threatneth them 

from the Lord, that for their grofle idolatry andbloodie 

cruelty, he would not heare their P prayers inthe day of their »prech 8.18, 
affliftions, though they did crye in his eares with a lond woice. 
And the Propher4 Michab to the ſame purpoſe; They (faith , Micah, 
he) ſhall they crye vnto the Lord, but he will uot heare them: hee dts 
will enen hide his face from them at that time,becauſe they hage 
dowe wickedly in their works. And therfore if in our afflitions 
we would make our prayers — hope to be heard, let 


4 VS 


r2Tim2-19. 
$ Pal.50,16. 


Lib.2 154 | Chap.q} 
What is required in reſpeFPf the perſon of him that prayeth, 


vsnot approachynto God in our finnes;; and according to | 
the' exhortation.of the Apoſtle, r Lef as many as call vpon 
the name of the L 5rd depart from iniquity. For as the Plalmift 
teacheth vs, the: Lord imputethitas great Preſumptiongo 
the wicked, that they take \ his holy ordinances into their 
mouths,& he haterh the very ſacrifices of praier and thanks- 
giuing which are offered vnto him by impure hands, & vn- 
hallowed lips. There is no man in his right wits would come : 
23 2 ſuiter ynto his Prince, and bring his accuſer with him, 
who is ready. to teſtifie and proue to his face his treaſou and 
rebellion ; much lefle would any preſent himſclfe before fo 
great and powerful a maieſty, to make petition for ſome be- 
nefit after he had killed and murthered his Soueraignesonly 
ſonne and heyre,hauing il in his hand the weapon where- 
with hee commirted this wicked a, imbrued and defiled 
with his bloud ; There is noadultereſie ſo ſhameleſly impu- 
dent, who would deſire pardon of her jealous husband, ha- 
uing ſtill her lover in her armes, with whom ſhee hath often 
committed filthines in times paſt, and is reſolued againe to 
commit it for the time to come: or if any be fomad to make 
ſuch ſuits in this odious manner,they are ſureto be repulſed, 
and to find wrath and vengeance, where they louk for grace 
and mercy: but chus.doe they behaue themſclues rowards 
God, who remaining polluted with their fines doe offer vp 
their prayers vnto him; for they bring their accuſers, even 
their defiled conſciences and crying finnes, which continu- 


ally accuſe and condemnethem, and call for that due iudg- 


ment and puniſhment which they baue deſcrued:they bring 
the weapon into Gods preſence, (cuen their finnes), where= 
by they haue crucified and flaine the onely Sonne of God, ' 
and they preſent themſclues into Gods preſence te ſuc for 


_ grace; imbracing fill with ardent loue and affcion the 


world and worldly vanities, with whom they have ofren 
committed ſpirituall whoredome, with a purpeſc to conti- 
nue till in their former yncleanneſle ; and therefore let not 
ſuch fondly imagine that the Lord. will heare them, and 

_— grant 


& 


Lib.2, 55 Chap.4. 
What 6 required in reſpelt of the perſon of him that prayeth. 
grant their ſuites, but rather expect chat in his terrible 
wrath he will take vengeance on them, and curne their tem= 
porarie affliiens, into helliſh rormeuts and cuerlaſting 
puniſhments, * 

Yea (will ſome ſay) bur this is bur ſmall comfort tothoſe SeF#.2. 
who are in afflition, to heare that God onely regardeth the That being in 
prayers of the righteous,and that he heareth nor the prayers — — 
of che who come vnto him in their fins;for who is righteous, ,,, rich 
and finneth not daily? And what other cauſe is there of by /aith in 
our affli tions, but our finnes, which God in his iuſtice cor - Chriſt,azd pur» 
recth and puniſherh? To-whieh I anſwere,thac howlocuer ged from the 
we are all naturally defiled with originall corruption, and be of) * 
haue the reliques of finne remaining in vs, euen to the day Kay 5 ae bond 
of our diſſolution; and though wee continually adde heere- of God when we + 
unto innumerable aQtuall tranſgreſſions; yet wee may ap- 272) vnto bim. 
pearerighteous before God, and bee as cleane purged from | 
all ſinne, as if wee had neuer fallen into ir; as firt-when wee 
lay holde vpon Chriſt by atrue and liuely faith, and doe ap- 
ply ynto vs his obedience and merits ; for then our vnrigh- 
rcouſneſſe is covered with the rich roab of his perfeR righ- 
teouſneſſe, and our corruptions are waſhed and cleanſed a- 
way in his moſt precious bloud, whereby it commeth to _— 
paſſe,that'rhough our ſinnes were as crimſon, they ſhall be made STO; 
a white as ſnow; wdthough they were a1 red as ſcarlet, they ſhal. 
bewhite as woell, as the Lord hath promiſed,” And this is the. 
purging of iuſtification, whereby God in Chrift doth freely: . 
forgiue al our.fins,znd reputeth vs as iult and righteous, Bur: 
beſides this, there is alſo a purging away of our fin and cor- 
ruption by ſanQification, wheo by vertue of Gods ſpirit 8 
alively faith,we are made partakers of the power of Chrifts 
death, which mortifieth the fleſh & the luſts thereof, and the 
powerof his reſurretion, whereby wee are raiſed to holy- 
neſſe and-newnelic of life. And hereof it.commethto paſſe, 
that though ſinne dwell in vs, yet itdoth notraignein vs; 
though ſoine reliques thereof remaine in vs, yet weeare not 


reputed finnersbefore God; not onely becauſe we hauEre- 
Ds ceived. 


Eecleſ.3.22, 


Iam. 3.2. 


Lib. 2. 156 Chap.4.: 
What t requtred in reſpelt of the perſon of him that prayeth. 


ceiued the grace of juſtification, and ſo have all our ſinnes 
forgiuen, and are clothed withthe perfeRrighteouſneſſe of 


| Chriſt, applyed vnto vs by a liuely faith; bur alſothe grace 


of ſanQification, whereby the power of ſinne is abated in 
vs,and all our corruptions, partly mortified, and partly de- 
putcd co mortification, and ſhall atlaſt bee fully aboliſhed. 
And therefore ſeeing our finnes haue reccived a mortall 
wound, and ſtill languiſhe vnto death, we cannot properlie 
be called finners; ſeeing it is dead to vs, and weeto it; bur 
tuft and righteous, becauſe righteouſnefſe and holinefle 1s 


| begunne in vs by vertue of Gods ſpirit, regenerating and 


fanGiifying vs, and ſhall daily grow andencreaſe, vorill ir 
come to full perfeQion ; 'neither can ſinne bee ſaid to liue in 
vs, being appointed to death and finall aboliſhment; but ra- 
ther to be crucified and deſtroied, even as wee commonly 
ſay ofa condemned perſon, that he is but a dead man,when 
as hee is condemned ard deputcd ro death, thoughhee be 
not as yet brought forth to execution. Andin theſe reſpects 
and no other were the ſaints of God inthe Scriptures, called 
righteousandiuſt, and had all the gracious promiſes of the 
Goſpel applyed and made good ynto them; not that they 
were free from ſinne, for there is no manrighreous that doth 
800d and fnneth not, and m many things wee ſinne all; nor be- 
cauſe there was any perfeRion in their legal righteouſneſle, 
or ary full and exact conformitie with the law of God; bur 
becauſe they were iuſtified by Chriſts righteouſneſle, appli- 
ed by faith, and were ſanQiified by his holy ſpirit: the which 


_ theirſanCtification was (like ours) imperfeR,confiſting in a 


ſightand ſenſe oftheir corruptions, and an hearty ſorrow 


* for them; and alſo ina ſincere defireand earneft endeauour 


inthe vſc ofall good meanes appointed by God, to mortifie 
theſe corruptions,fforſake all their fins, and ſerue the Lord 
with vpright hearts, in the contrary duties of holinefle and 
righteouſneſſe, And therefore if we be indued with this live- 


1yfaith, and labour in the praQtiſe of ſanRification , then 


{hall not wee be reputed ſinners, but be acceptedas iuſtand 
; - : ri gh- 


Lib.2, 157 * Chap.4. 
What a requiredin reſþeft of the perſon of him that prayeth, 
righreous in Gods ſight; and conſequently haue full right 
andintereſt ynto all Gods gracious promiſes; and patticu- 
larly to thoſe which aſſure ys of deliuerance out of all our 
affliRions, or of ſtrengeh-and patience to bearethem wich 
ioy and comfort, | 
Bur yetjit is not enough that we be perſwaded of our iu- Sea.3. 
ſtification by Chriſts righteouſneſſe applyed by faith;and of 7% * 2:4 
our ſanRification by his holy ſpirir, vnleſſe we approue them C— 
both to our ſelues and others, by the fruits of vafained re- ard our repen- 
pentance, whereby (as it were by ſenſe and motion) this ce by the 
ſpirituall life is made knowen to the glory of God and our [7's thereefþ 
owne comfort; and vnto this God requireth that we ſhould 
not onely in generall bewaile and forſake all our finnes; but 
elpecially and principally, taoſe which we thinke to be the 
cauſes and occaſions of our preſent crofles and afflictions; 
and then when the cauſes of ou? calamities and tribulation 
are taken away, theſe miſerable effects aiſo ſhall ſoone 
ceaſe and be remoued, And if wee thus draw neere vnto lam 48. 
God by vnfained repentance, hee will alſo draw ncere vnto 
vs heare ourprayers anddeliuer vs out of all ouraffi; tions; 
if we will cleanſe our hands, and purge our hearts, and lor. 
row and weepe becauſe of our linnes,turne our laughter in- 
to mourning. and our ioy into heauineſſe, and humble our 
felues before the Lord, hee will lift vs vp, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh, For the Lord i neere vnto them that are of acon- 
trite heart and will ſaue ſuch as be affiitted in ſpirit,as the Plal- F2.66.2, 
miſtrelleth vs. And this is his owne gracious promiſe by 
the Prophet E/ay, that he will looke vnto him, enenvuto bum, 
that is poore @ of a contrite ſpirit, who trembleth at his Woradc, - 
From which mercy, the greatnefſe and multitude of our fins | 
cannot exclude vs, ſothat wee turne vnto the Lord by vn- 
fained repentance, as wee may fee in the example of the 
| Tewes; whom though the Lord had taxed and accuſed by 
his Prophet to be moſt haynous and notorious offenders, 
yet he offereth them mercy vpon the condition of theirre- 


pentance, Waſh you(laith he) avd meke you cleane, taks away Elas 16,13, 
che 


PRl. 34.18 


Lib.z. .r5$  Chap.4, 
What i requiredin refpeFt of the perſon of him that prayeth. 
the euill ef your Workrs from before mine cies, ceaſe to doe enill, 
learne to doe e!l, ee. and then 3 Come and let vs reaſon FOpe=- 
ther, faith the Lord, theugh your firnes were as crimſon , they 
ſpall be white as. ſnow, though they were red like 5harlet, they 

 foalbe as wooll, . 
$.SefF.4. And this is that tepentance which muft continually bee 
That repenting renewed when we preſent our ſelues in prayer before God, 
of our fins, we even as we daily and houre)y renew our finnes; with which 
maſs make —— we mult joyne as an inſeparable companion, an humblc 
| confeiond he. onfelfion of all our tranſgreſſions, together with an vn- 
fained acknowledgment, that by reafon of them, wee are 
ytterly vnworthy of Gods leaſt mercy, and moſt worthy 
ifhe ſhould enter into judgment with vs, not onely of thoſe 
light and momentany afflictions which lye vpon vs, but alſo 
of the fearfulleſt of Gods plagues in this life, and 6f cuerla- 
ſting deſtruction, death and condemnation in the life to 
come; and finally, that it is Gods wonderfull mercy that he 
dealeth ſo fauourably with ys, not puniſhing vs according 
tothe merit of our finnes, but like a gracious father with all 
loue and tenderneſle for our amendement. Concerning the 
confeflion of our finnes, whereby wee lay them open before 
the Lord,wee arc encouraged thereunto by Gods moft gra- 
cious promiſes; namely, that if wee confeſſe and forſake our 
franes, we ſhall fiad mercy ; and that if we achnowleage onr fins, 
he & faithful and mft to forgine 115 onr ſmnes, and tocleanſe vs 
from al »nrighteoxſnes, And contrariwiſe,we are terrified fro 
the negle& thereof by Gods ſeuere threatnings; for hee 
that hydeth his finnes,or denyeth them, ſhall nor proſper; becauſe 
he maketh Goda liar, who by his word convinceth all men 
of ſinne, as it is in the ſame places, Sothe Lord threatneth 
that ſecing the Tewes ſaid , that ſurely Gods Wrath ſhould 
tarne from them, becanſe they were gailtleſſe,therefore he would 
exterinto indgement with them, becauſe they ard, wee hane not 
[med. Inregard whereof 7-b profeſleth, that though be were 
inſt,yet he would not an{were but would make ſupphcation to his 
indge ; ard that though bee were perfeit,zet becauſe be = wot 
now 


Pſar03.8. 


Pro:38.1}., 
1,loh.1.9 


Term. 35 


leb.9.15.21, 


\ 


Lib.z. "I59 Chap.4 
what u required in reſpeft of the perſon of him that prayeth, 
hwo v he owne foule, therefore did he abhorr eh life, Andof 
both this diſpleaſure of God threatned againſt thoſe who 
hide cheir finnes, and of this mercy promiſtd to thoſe that 
acknowledge and confeſſe them, Daxrd had: experience; 
for he faith, that being in affliction, arid having Gogs hand 
heavie vpon him, and holding his tongue, ha very bones con- 
ſumed, though he roared ali the day, Bur then(faithhee) 7 
acknowledged my finne vnto thee, neuber bid I mine iniquitie* 
for 1 thought | wilt confeſſe yr wiy ſelfe ry withednefſe unts 


the Lord, and thou fargane/ the puniſhment of my ſine, And 


Pla). 32.3:5+ 


of this we hauc innumerable examples in the Sctiprures, As: 


in the Iſraclites, who being afflited for their finnes,do con- 
tinually after their repentance, make their humble confeſſi-- 
onof their wickednefſe, as an introduCtion vnto their prai- 
ers for helpe and-deliverance, as wee commonly read inthe 
hiſtory of the udges andthe Kings. Thus alf6inthetime of 


their captivity, they cry out vnto God; 7e have ſinned, we Lamen, ; 43 


hane rebelled,therefore thou haſt not ſþared.So Tobin the time 


of hisaffliQion,maketh the like confeſhon vnto God;] have Tob.7.20, 


ſored (faith he) what ſhall 1 dve onto thee, O thou preſevuer of 
wer? And Danid likewiſe, as appearcth throughout the 
whole bovke of the Pialmes, Yea not onely theſe and alt =. 


ther the Saivts of God, but cuen Pharach himſclfe, who in-Exed.10.16- : 


the time ot his proſperitic, asked whowas the Lord, yetin* 
his affliQiion; makerth confeflion of his finne, and craveth 
pardon, How much rather therefore ſhould welay open our 
finnes before our heavenly father, who-is ready ro forget 
them, when we remember them; to hide them, when we diſ- 
couer them ; and to forgiue them, when we conſe fle them?- 
For hee is our ſpiritual Chyrurgeon and Phyfition of our - 
ſoules, and therefore to whom ſhould wee lay open ourfe-: 
Kered ſores of finne,but vnto him, who by applying that ſo... 
ueraigne falue of his mercy, and the LAM any Aras of | 
Chriſis bloudis able to heale them? To whom ſhould wee 
make known the ficknefles & diſeaſes of our ſoules,butynto-- 
him who hath both willand skill cocure them? 


But - 


Lib.2. x60 | Chap.4. 
What « required in reſpelt of the per ſon of him that prayeth, 
 Butas wee muſt in our afflictions confeſſe our fins before - 
God, ſo muſt we in all humilityacknowledge, y we arenot - 
worthy of thelcaft of thoſe benefits which we ſtill enioy, & 

\ - © thatifthe Lord ſhould enter intoiudgement w ys,he might 

as wel depriue vs.of all hjs bleſſings thatremaine,as ofthoſe 

* which for our ſiones he hath iutily craken from vs. We muſt 

*Gen.33.10. fay with /acob,thats we are not worthy of the leaſt of Gods mer- 

Cies, and of all the truth which he hath ſhewed wnto vs, in fulfil- 

ling of his gratious promiles; but contrariwiſe deſerue much 

more heauy plagues and. puniſhments, And this humiliation 

vEzech.36.3 the Lord requireth of his People, Þ 7 hen /aallyou((aith hee) 

" * remember your owne waies , and your deeds that Were n1t good, 

and ſhall indge your ſelues woorthy to baue beene deſtroyed for: 

your iniquities, end for your abominations, An example wher= 

of we haveintheaflicted Tewes, who inall cheir great-rx- 
tremiries, humbly eanfefled itto be che great < mercie of God 
| that they weranot viterly 05ſumed;& adiudgedthemſclues to: 

iCap.5.15, hauedeſerueddwor becauie they had ſinned, As alſo in Ez74 

4] Ie who hymbling himſelte in the fight and ſenſe of his owne 
*Exra.g6, andthepeoples fins, cryerb.out, © O my God,l am confounded 
: audafhamed, re lift op mine eyes vnta thee my God : for our mi= 

quities'are mectaſtd over aur head, ard our reſp ſſe- is growne 

*.r, Cor.11.3t. yp wwe the Heauwen, Andif we thus f eudge owr [clues we ſhall 

nat heindgedof the: Lord; it we accuſe & condemn our lelues, 

Z lam. 4.10, he willssewc,andacquitys; and ifs wee r1hus caſt dawne: our 
h Efay.66 ſeluerbefargsbe Lord latreritiifevs up, Fort hee.loohtth rs bins 
J0%.%  thet to pagreienmdofu contre fpirity who tremblorh at his word, 
and 57.15- Ya ihe awilerb mithobimobart; of acontrueand humble fpe-” 
rit;: 60 rele the ſprit:ofaubebuneble, and to pine life to thens- 

| thatars ofa woptrite.beart.: An example heereof wee haucin 
&2.Chr0.12.7. Refiohoanaqul mibe reſt oftiie Princes of Iudah,vho k hams- 
black thaeiw ſytnai,apd (aid; the Lord" 5hef;, and wikbenthe Lad) 
ſaw that they buwbled rhrnſelnexg thewords of thi ord came- 

tSheniaiah ſaying; thi) hane humbled thewſelucs, therefore [ 

X welder deſtroy ihem, but 1 will ſand thei doliorance ſhortly, 

ro Cir033-12 5c, As allo ic Aonyfery Who when'in bir erebalarion oy 

11 GL : ' praye 
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Lib.2. 261 __. Chap 4, 
what 6 required in reſpeft of the perſon of him thit prayuth, 
prajetto the Lrrakn Godard humbled inp ſelfegredity before -* 

him, God w 6 intreated of him, heard hu praytr , and reitered 

him 10 bus hingdome, And thus Daniellpraying and humbling 

himſclfe before God, received this comfortable meſſage 

from God, ® Feare not D anre/, for from the firſt day that thou = Dinas: 
diddeft ſet thine hart t6 underſtand, andio humbie thy ſelfe be- © a 

fore thy God,thy wordrwere heard,ce, Yea ſo much doththe 

Lord eſfteemof this humiliation,that he would not let thar 

counterfeit humiliation of 4þ.tb goe verewarded, but gaue 

him in regard thereof, a ® temporary immunity from thoſe nx King 21.27, 

| judgements and puniſhments, which by his Prophet he had . 

threarned again(} him, If therefore! in; our afflicions wee 

would poure foorth vnto God ſuch acceptable prayers, as 

may obtaine comfort in our crofles, and deliverance from 

all our calamities; we mult confeſle our linnes , and humbly 
acknowledge that wee haue not deſerued Gods-tmalleſt be- 

nefits,but are woorthy.to haue the wrath of God-to burne 

more hotly againſt vs, and to be overwhelmed with much 

more heauy plagues and puniſhments. And ſo the Lord will _. feta 
excuſe vs, when we accuſe our ſclues; remit our finnes when a — 
we rememberthem; and abſolue vs from puniſhment, when jropriaconfiren- 
inal humility we acknowledge that we haue juſtly deſerued *em,vlt/oefferre 
the fearcfulleſt of his plagues. For if we, who haue but a lit- /*P©72,inflctte- | 
tle mite of mercy,are moued with compaſſion, when eyther IS 
our ſonne or {eruant doe humblcthemſclues, acknowledge oye 4:439157 41- 
their faults, and of their owne accord offer themſelues to b-oſcix Pſal.37. 
ſuffer that puniſhment which they haue deſerued; then how- 

can wedoubr that God wil be pittifull and ready to forgiue 

vs,when he ſceth vs thus humbled, whoſe loue and mercy 

towards vs is infinite and incomprehenſible ?' Astherefore 

a man skilfull in the Arc of ſwimming, being through caſi - 

alty caſt inco the ſea, and labouring by his skill and labour 

to recouer the ſhore, doth not when hee ſecrhabillowap- 

proaching oppoſe againft it,becauſe it would c3ft him fur- 

ther into the maine, his weaker force being farre too feeble 

ro withſtand the yiolence of the mighty waue; but Roopeth 

and 


Lib.2. / 1162 Chap.y; 
What « required in our praiers made in time of afſiftion. 


and diueth vnder it, and ſo ſuffereth ir to paſſe ouer him 
without receiving any hurt; ſo when wee ice the huge 
billowes of troubles and atflitions raiſed, by the ſtormy 
blaſts of Gods wrath and anger, neercapprozching, and 
comming againſt vs; It is both vaine and dangerous to op= 
poſe againſt chem by pride and impatiency , or ro imagine 
that wee can refit and withſtand them with our ftrugling, 
murmuring and repining; ſeeing this will rather hinder ys 
from arriving in the haven of fatery , and caſt vs backe into 
the depth of miſery ; but like theſe cunning ſwimmers wee 
muſt dive vnder theſe waves, whichir is impoſſibleto with= 
and; bearing ou: burthen with patience, -meekeneſle and 
humility, and acknowledging that farre greater puniſh- 
ments are due ynto vs, And ot both this conteflion and hu- 
miliation we haue notable prefidents in thoſe excellentpraie. 


© Exra.9e ers of oEzra;P Nehemiah,and q Daniel.As alto in the ſpeech 
? Nchem.9. of the prodigall ſonne after his conuerſion,and returning to 
Þ =_ 12 his Father; Father(taith he) I bane ſinned agamſt heauen, of 
, "before thee,and amnomore worthy tobe called thy ſoune; vpon 
which humiliation hee was raiſed out of his afflited eſtate, 
a andreceived both the pardon of his faults, and large teſti= 
monies of his Farhers fauour. 
CHaP. V, 
Ofthe things required in our praiers in reſpett of their matter, 
manner,tme and continuance. | ; 
QC Sef.n. ND thus much concerning thoſe things 
That w: muſt in which reſpeQ the perſon of him that pray- 
the firſt place {8 eth; In thenextplace wee areto ſpeake of 
Crave the pardon yo thoſe things which are required vnto the 


and remiſſion of FLA LI> prayer it ſelfc; and theſe eyther reſpeR the 
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prayers 


What is required in our prayers made in time of affiiftion. 
prayers; we are firſt and principally rodefirethe pardon and 
rewifſton of our. fines; for they are the wall of ſeparation 
' (asI have ſaid) which hinder all our vis from aſcending 8 
entring into Gods eares, and his bleflings from deſcending 
ynto vs ; they arethe poyſonous fting of all our  afthftions, 
which being pulled our, they become harmleſie, yea bengfi» 
_ Cialland profitable for the aduancing of our ipirituallgood, 

and the furthering of our ſaluation,, Theyarethe caules of 
all our crofſes-& calamities, which being taken away, eythet 
our affli tions ſhall haue an end, or of croſles be turned in- 
tro.comforts; and of noyſome euils,become.ioyful bleſſings. 
Whercas contatiwile ifour ſfinnes remaine:vapardoned, e- 
uen.our- freedome from our affi;Etons, is but a bondage, 
Gods paring of vs, a grecuouspuntſhment ; and the grea« 
tefi.miſery.,: to:tce freed-from:milery.; ſecipg wee are left of 
Goda deſperate cure, becauſecbe Phyſicke of affliction 
will doe vs no good, and gjuenypynratbe hardneſloofour © ;-. 
owe hearts, to run on in our wickedeourſes whichleadro 
deſtruRion, without checke and controlement;: And here» 

of it is that the faichſulbeing inaffliction obſcruethis viuall 
method in their prayers; fuſt ztoacknowledge theirſinnes, 

and thentocraue pardon for them , and deluerance from 

their croſſes and calamitices,So Dame inthatexcellentpraye Danes, 
er which he maketh for Gods affi:&ted Church. and people, 
maketh firſt an humble confeſſion of their: ſinnes, and then 
prayethfor mercy and the turning away of Godp-wrath,: & 
tor their. deltuerarice. ahd reſtoring: ourof the Iandof theit 
captivity. And David ioyneth theſe together praying fi:li 
ſo: the appeaſing of Gods wrath and-anger ; and tormercie 
inregard-of his ſmnes, and then defteth to bee healed, deli. 
uered and ſaved out of his affhition and tribulation; Socll. 
where he defireth the Lord ro lack 2pon bis affiiti tor otras Plalm. 5.18, 
well, but becauſe though he behe}dit, yer he would nor pit» 

ty him,ſalong as bis guilt and faultinesremaincd, therefore 
hceaddeth; and forgize me all my ſornes, And inthe une and 
fittierh Plalme hee Jabourethearveſtly forthe pardon of his 

M - finnes 


Pals.1.2.4. 


Matth.g.2.6 


$Sef.2. 


Whether we 


may lawfxlly 


ay for deliue- 
- 64h from affli- 
flion, and after 
what manuer.. 


Plal.zo.1s 
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What is required in our prayers made in time of aff tion, 


 finnes, and maketh bumble- confeſſion of his wickednefle, 


andthen beggeth for the comfort and-ioy of Gads ipirir, 
Yea this order.was obſcrued by our heauenly Phyſician in 
the curing of bodily infirmities and diſeaſes, firftto take a- 
way the cauſe of their ſicknefſe, Soxne be of good comfort, 
thy fins are fargimuen thee,and then the lickneſlceir ſelfe, Ariſe, 
fake wp thy bed, avd goero thine bouſe. 

And thus hauing craued and obtained the pardon and re 
miſſion of our fines, in reſpec of their guilt:-inthe next 
place we may deſire to bee freed from the puniſhment; for, 
chat wee may lawfully pray forour deliuerance out of our 
affliQions, euen common ſenſe and the inftin@ of nature .. 
teacheth vs, mouing vsto flee and auoide whatſoeuer hurt-. 
cth vs, and to follow andimbrace whatſoeuer is helpefull 
and profitable, And this-naturall appetite of ſhunning evill, 
and feeking our owne good, is further warranted by Gods 
expreſic .commandement; enioyning vs inthe time of our- 
afflictions co call ypon bim for helpe and deliverance. Vnto. 
which we mayadde theexample of the Saints from time to 
time, who haue praycd:againſitbeſe croſſes and calamities 
when they faw them approaching; and for deliverance out 


_ of thematter they were inflicted ;. which is ſo common and 


viuall in the Scriptures, that itis butloſt labour to produce 
examples; only that example of our Saviour Chriſt aboue al. 
exception is ſufficient in it. ſelfe; who as hee vſedall good 
meanes to-preſerue himfelfe from afflition and perſecurion; 


_ fahe carneſily. prayed ynro his father, thar the bitter. cup 


of his paſſion might pafſe from him, Buchowſocuer wee 
may lawlully pray againſt afflictions before they come, or 
for deliverance out of them when they are inflited;yer not 


abſolutcly and without any condition or exception;for thus 
onely wee muſt pray againſtfinne which is fimply evill, and: 
init owne nature, without any reſpect-of good; and for 
m_—_ graces and eternall life and happinefſe which are 

y good, and have in them no reſpeof cuil}. Bur as 
terwporary and carthly bencfis are not imply good, butbe= 


ing. 


What 14 required in our prayers made in tine of affhGion. 
ing mutable and liable to our abuſe, become vnto; vs 
through our corruption, not onely vaine andyyproficable, 
| but alto hurtfull and pernicious; ſo theſemomemanie croſ- 
| ſes and afflitions, are norfimply and abiolntely evill, bur 
| throvgh the ivfinite wiſdome,, goodnefie and power of 
| God, diſpoſing andordeting them, become to the fairbfull 
| exceeding good and profttable(as we ſhall afterwards ſhew 

atlarge) and that both for the manifeſting and aduavcing 
| of Gods glory, and the furthering and affuring of our ſalus- 


tion, And therefore wee mult not fimply pray againſt them, 


becauſe ſo wee Thovuld pray againſt Gods tglory and our | 


owne cuerlaſting good, but onely ſo farre forth as they 
- tend to the hurt or hindrance of either of them, Againethe 
' promiſes of God, which in all our prayers are the onely 
| ground and foundation ofour faith, are not inreſpeRer- 
| theroftemporary and wor!d)y benefirs,or deliverance frem 
thefe momentany crofſes and afflitions, abſolute and with- 
' KK ovtlimitation; bur alwaies reſtrained to the condition of 
| his owne glory, and our ſpirituall good andeternall falua- 
| tion; and therefore inal{ourprayers, thiscondition'is c+- 
| ther to be expreſſed or vnderfiood, becauſe wee are noo- 
| therwiſe to aske it then he hath promiſed ir, Neicher were it 
in truth-a benefit to-reccjue freedome from our mifery and 
tribulation, when as it will not ſtand with the glory of God 
& ous owne ſaluation, but rather an exceeding great indg- 
ment and puniſhment; and conſequently irſhould rather be 
a terrible threatning, then a comfortable promiſe, if rhe 
Lord ſhould tel vs that he would rhus deliuer vs:And there- 
fore he doth not promiſe vs all things which wee defire,nor 
todeliuer vs from all things which wee abhorre and feare, 
for this were the part of an indulgent and cockering parent, 
who deſireth to pleale his childe in his ſoolrſh wantonneſſe 
for the preſent,rather then toſeck:his profiu&good forever 
aſrer;burrather like a wiſe,diſcreer,and truely Jouing father 
hepremiſeth, that if we feare ard ſeeke vyntohim,norhing 
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what 55 requiredin our prayers made in time Fffiftien. 

willnotaffliQ vs at all, orelſethat he will by his power and 
wiſdome conuert all our croſſes and calamities, to our com-. 
fortand benefit,” And as the learned and faithfull Phyfitan, 
or $kiliull Surgeon, doe nor promite their patients which 
are full of corrupt humours, or indangered with old and fe- 
Rered ſores, that they will not diſtaſte their appetite, or any 
way molcft and trouble them; but-onlythar they will effect 


| thecure, and to+this purpoſe vie both the beſt and cafieſt 


meanes and medicines which they can; -and as the wife pa- 
tient is well ſatiſfied with-this promiſe, being contented 
rather to ſuffer ſor the preſent alicle ſmart and paine, then 
to hazard his life by negle- of the meanes, or to haue his 
ſore curneto.a fiftul»or incurable cancer. So the Lord doth 
not promiſe, that he will not at all aff vs, but that our af- 
flitions ſhall nor kurt vs; not that wee ſhall feele no ſmart 
or paine,bur that he wil cure and faue vs by the beſt meanes 
which will ſtand with bis owne glory and our good, And 
thereforelike wiſe patients we are to deſire, not that he will 
pleaſe our appetites, bur that hee will effeQ aperfeR cure, 
notthat he wil at our pleaſure pul off the corraſive or work- 
ing falue of afflition and rribulation, but when it hath 
drawne out the core of our corruptions, and made vs fit for 
the healing playfiers of his mercies and gracious benefits, 
Fot otherwiſe if wee would enlarge Gods promiſes accor- 
ding to our owne luſts and fooliſh fantaſies, and defire that 
which is pleaſing to our carnall appetits,and not that which 
is good and proficable; our careful] father will not harken 


| vntovs, Andifin the frenhie fir of our diſtempered paſſion, 


weeither deſire things hurtfull for vs (as it were cold water 
in a burning feauer) or would haue the ynplealing plaiſters 
of tribulation remoued, or the bitter potion of afflition 
taken from vs, which our wiſe Phyfitian hath appointed for 
the effeing of the cure; he willuor regard our ſuns, ſeeing - 
be defireth rather to cure vs, then ro pleaſe vs;and regardet 

our well grounded requeſt, which out of a ferled and ſound 
wdgment wee made ynto him, namely,that he would vic 


Lib.2. 167 Chap.s. 
[bat ts requiredin onr prayers made jn tive of affliction. 

the beſt meanes for the purging of our corruptions, the re- 

couery of our ſpirituall health,and the cuerlaſting ſalvation 

ofour ſoules;rather then a new motion ariſing from our pre- 

ſent ſenſe; whereby in a raving maner we prefer our bodies, 

before our ſoules; and freedome from preſent and momen- 

tanie ſmart and paine, befere deliuerance from never end- 

ing torments, and our cuerlafting ſalvation in the life ro 

come. And therefore, if we would haue our prayers heard in 

our afflitions, wee mufti pray for that which God hathpre- 

miſed; not abſolutely that crofles may not befall vs, or that 

being inflifted we may bee delivered out of them; but con- | 

ditionally, if this our ſuitewill Rand with Gods glory and 

_ ourſaluation; not that they may not happen, bur that they 

may not hurt vs; not that wee may be quite exempted from 

ſenſe of paine; for this-perhaps would hinder the cure, and 

cauſe vs to rot in our corruptions; but that like a wiſe, faith- 

full and pitifull Phytitian, he will handle'vs as gently as poſ- 

fibly he may, ſo as in the meanetime'the niedicines yſed 

may bee effeQuall for the purging of our corruprions, and 

- recouery of our health. For thus (as one faith) God deli- .. 

uereth his from tribulation, not that it may not at all befall - 

vs,but that when it happeneth, it may not harme vs,and that Deus ſos libe- | 

we may remaine vntouched of euill. For even death irſelfe, '** ©? — 

(which in it owne nature is the greateſt and laſt of worldly... ſid 

miſeries) will in the end ſeaze vpon ys; butto thoſe whom ze ledat, ne _—_ 

God loueth, it ſhall beaſleecpe, the gate of life eternall, the ceat, ne range? 

beginning of our c6fort and refreſhing; and the very ladder'/* malumere. 

whereby we aſcend into the joyes of heauen;” To the ſame * 7 fe CR 

purpoſe another ſaith well, that'God heard Parls prayer, _. 

not according to his will, but ſo as it ſtood beſt with his'vox crgo exatt» 

ſpirituall wel-fare. And then inferreth, thatitis not a thing uit dominus 

much tobeeficemed; to be heard according toour appetite 74m 2&w0-Y 

and defire;bur ſo as it may further our profic and benefir: hr mo_ T- 

euenthe Diuels themſelues were heard according totheir ;,;,,, wa ge 

will, when they deſired to. enter into the heard of Swine; eaſt Serm.$3- ” 

Wo M 3 '.. and'Tom16;' 
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what ts requiredin our prayert made in time of affuition, 
20d the cheefe of them had his ſuite granted, when as hee 
requeſted that he might tempt /eb, butic was to this ende, 
that /ob migbrtbe tried, and the tempter confounded, And 
ſo the Iſraclites were heard when they lufted after fleſh; bur 
yee know what followed, whileſt the meare wasin their, 
mouthes. And therefore do not much cfteemeit tobe heard- 
according tothy will; for ſometime God inhis anger gi- 
ueth that which thou defireft; and in his mercy deayeth thae. 
which thou askeſt, But when thou prayeſt forthoſe things 
which God commendeth, commandeth and promiſeth in 
thelife rocome, thou maieſt aske ſecurely, and intend thy. 
fuit with all earnefines, thatthou maieft have it heard and 
granted,as beipg beſtowed by God in his mercy, and notin 
his angerand diſpleaſure, But when thou askeft temporall. 
benefits,aske them with moderation and feare, and commir 
the iſſue of thy ſuit wholy to him,namelythat hee will giue 
them ifthey be profitable, and denyethem if they bee hurts. 
full ; for the Phyſician knoweth better then the patient what: 
doth hurt him, and whac doth helpe him.. 

The ſecond thing required in our prayers reſpeReth the 


The fir[t thine manner how- wee are to pray in the time of our affliQtions; 
required in reſ- which is in part touched occaſionally in the former ſetion, 


pett of the mat- 
ter is, that wee 
wut come mnto 
Gods preſence 


where I intreated of the matter of our requeſts, namely, 
that we muſt not pray ſimply and abſolutely for deliverice,. 
buronely ſo farre forthas it will tand with Gods glory and 


withall feare & our owne ſpirituall good; not that the burthen of our affli. 


_— 75 


hm.1.5.6, 


vs libcrally ; and withall a commandement,that wee aske it. 


Rions ſhould at our pleafure bee taken from our ſhoulders; 
but that eyther the Lord would eaſe vs of our load, or give 
vs ſtrength andpatience to beare whatſocuer it ſhall pleaſe 
him to lay ypon vs, And this vertve of patiericeand ſpirituall 
widome:we may abſolutely and without condition aske of 
God,both becauſeiris abſolutely good andtherefore liable 
to no abuſe, butalwaiestendethto his gloryand our ſaluati- 
on ; andalfo becauſe-wee. haue an: exprefie promiſe, that if 
wanting this grace wepray forit, the Lord will give it vnto 
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Lib.2. | x69 Chap.s. 
What & required in onr prayers mede in time of afſuttion, 
infaith & waver not ; becauſe the Lord hath abſolutely pro- 
miſed it, and therefore will yndoubtedly beſtow it, Bur be- 
fides this there are divers other things required, which 1 wil 
breefly couch, becaulent is not my purpole to ſet downeany 
full treatiſe of prayer , but onely ſo much as is neceſlary for 
the doctrine ofaſflictions. As firſt that we preſent our ſelues 
beforc God with all feare and reverence; for-if wee bee thus 
sffefted when wee come into the preſence of an carthly 
Prince,thovgh he be buta mortaliman like vnto our (clues, 
onely becauſc he is Gods deputy, who hath in him but ſome 
ſwall ſparks of that infinite maicſty, which'is in him whom | 
he repreſenteth; then how much more ſhould wee bee thus 
affeted, when wee come into the preſence of God who is 
Kiog of Kings, and Lord of Lords? And this reverence and 
reſpe& ofhis glorious preſence, the Lord at all times requi- 
reth of vs,ashe-isourFather and Maſter ;f (faith hee) / bee 4 


Father where t mine honour, if a maſter,wbere 55 my feare?bur Mal.1.6. 
eſpecially when we draw neere vnto him inperforming the Levit.10.3. 


duties of his ſervice,in which reſpeR the Pfalwiſt willeth vs, ® 
to ſerne tbe Lord in feare,and to reiozee intrembling, Andthe 
wiſe man-counſelleth vs thatwe doe not performe theſe dn- 


ties of Gods worſhipraſbly and irreverently , Bee not (ſaith 


he) raſh with thy month ynor let thine beart bes haſty, roviera xccleſ.y ys, 


thing before God; for God is inthe heanens, and thon art on 
the earth, therefore let thy words be few, The which argument 
our Sauiour prefixeth beforethat perfetforme of prayer, to 
prepare vs thereby to call ypon God with all reverence; be- 
cauſe. heeis not onely a Father, bur heavenly and the full of 
all glory and maieſty. Let vs therefore in the firti place pres 
ſent our ſelues and our prayers before God with al feare and 
reuerence ; and to. this end let ys both;confider, what the 
Lord is before whom we come, namely ,a'God infinite in 
maicſty, glory, greatnes, power, ſeeing all things even' the 
ſecret corruptions of our harts,n:.Gt pure, juſt, holy,the crea» 
tour and preſeruer of all things, &c. Andalſo what weare, 
namely,vile,wreiched, miſerable; duſt and aſhes, wormes 

| | Mg and 


ans * 


Lib.2. \ "0 Chap.s. 
. What's requiredin our praiers mude in timef afflittion,. » 
anno men, defiled with'finne,and full of all imperfeQions, 
with which conſiderations being humbled, wee ſhall berthe 
bertet fitted to receive mercy and helpe from God, For hee 
gigeth his grace co the humbie,8 dwelleth with thole who 
Eſfa.57-15- arcofacontriteipitit. e53 - 
$Seit,g, _. Secondly, God requireth that we'pray in wuthz whereby 
The, thingre- I doe not oncly yndccftand, that we muſt indeede defirethe 
Exfred _ z Chings we pray for, which is nor neceflary to be food on in 
Weprepuner® thisplace;becauſe there are few hypocrites in ſuirs of this 
nature,ſceing all defire with all their hearts and ſoules to be 
freed out of their afflictions; butmore cfpecially that wee 
" drawncere ynto Godin the time of ourtrouble, not onelie 
Ich.4.23.:4. With ourlips,butalſo with our hearts; that-ſo it maybeea 
prayer of the heart and foule, as well as of rongue & ſpeech, 
and be performed nor onely with the outward gefture of the 
body, buralſoin ſpirit andcruth, For as itisalwaics athing 
odiqus,, to. bee in our prayers diſtracted with wandring. 
thoughts; and ro haue our harts and minds going a roaving 
after worldly vanities, when ourtongues and lips make our 
ſuits and petitions vnto God ; ſoeſpecialiy when wee fault 
aſter rhis manner in the time of our afflictions, ſeeing the 
Lord hath purpoſely brought vs intocheſetraights,thar we . 
may more ſcriouſly, and with greater attention and intenti- 
on of our minds call ypon him; and purteth(as it were)theſe 
> Ppricks inour fides,that we may the rather be moued to keep 
the right way without any yaine wandring,, or wanton 
fQuomado te au- digreſſions, And if wee-doe not thus call ypon'God in 
diri a Deo poſtu. truth, with our hearts, as wellas with our tongues, we can 
las cum tc ipſe haueno aſſurance that our petitions ſhall be heard or regar- 
nonaudias?vis ged of God; for (as one ſaith ) how can wee deſire that the 


eſſe deun memo» 
| +04 mga] Lord ſhould heare vs, whenwee doe not heare our ſelues? 


$49, cum tu ipſe Qr how can wee hope that: God: will regard our ſuites 

memer.tui 08. - Which wee. make ynto him,avhen we our-ſclues doe norre- 

fs? Cyprian. de o- gerd thera? eſpecially confidering that the Lord hath re< 
tra 


4akh,Domin. 


ined his promiſe .ofhearing our prayers vnto thoſe one- 
ly,who.doe ft cruth callvpen him, for as the Plalmiſ} faith, 


; the 


Lib.2. - 171 | Chap.s. 
What ts required in our prayers made in time of affiiftion. 
the Lord is neere wvnto all them that call upon him ; yea 
to all that call vpon him im trmh, As thercfore in the 
time ofthe Law, when for their: finncs they. were tooffer 
vp vnto God whole burnt offerings, itwasnot enough, 
that they offered vp the outward parts alone, bur they 
mult alſo burne the very 2 intrailes and bowels : ſo when * Leuir,1.13. 

in thetime of our tribulation wee offer vp this ſacrifice of 

rayer, let vs as well lift vp. our Þ hearts and ſoules, as our * Pſalm. 25.1, 
nts and eyes; and pray.as wel withthe mind <and vnders * 1.Cor, 14.15... 
Randing , as with the'tongue-and voice z or elſe wee ſhall 
heare that iuſt cenſure,that we worſhip God in vaine, and. 
haue no aſſurance that hee will heare our prayers. | 
| Thirdly, wee muſt pray in faith, whereby. wee are to $ Sets. 
bee perſwaded not onely that our /perſons are accepted The 3; thing re« 
of God as juſt and righteous ,.. but alſo, that our prayers ;,,",.. "in fah | 
are heard of him, and (hall moſt certaincly bee granted Marte 
beeing framed according to Gods will ; more eſpecially we 
are to belecue that God in his mo ſeaſonable and duetime 
| will deliver vs out of all our affliftions, and inthe meane 

time will giue ys ſtrength 2nd patiengg.to beare whacſoever 

ic ſhall pleaſc himtolay vpon vs An ou faith muſt bee 

grounded not ypon our owne workes and worthinefle, bue 
ypon Gods gratious and freepromiſes, namely, that if we 
aike any thing of hmm in the name of his ſonne, according to his 
\ wull, it ſhall bee giuen vnto_ vs; and more eclpecially that if r.tohn.g.14.-* 
wee call ,vpen hin in the time of our trouble, hee will deliner Plalm.30.15.8 
vs, that wee may glorifie him, That hee will bee: with ys in 97-75-8.203e; 
; trouble, heare, deliver and glorifie ys, and finally that hee _ 2 

will not alwaies chide nor keepe his anger for ever, as the ns. 
Pſalmiſt telleth vs. And this ipeciall faich thus grounded 
on Gods promiſes, :is moſt neceſſary vnto our prayers in 
che rime of atflition, becauſe the Lord by his holy Apo-: 
fle doth require it ; for having willed vs ; that if wee: 
lacke Wiſedome wee aske it of God, who giueth vnto- 
all men liberally: ; heebiddeth. vs to «Ie 1 faith and wa- 
yer. nos. for bee.thas wanereth. js boks .@ wane of the Sea, 


Pſalm. 145.18. 


Iam,1.6.7, : 


; I - 534d \ toſs 


Lib. 2. 173 Clip.s. 
What is required in our prayers made in time of affufiron. 
roft of the wind 'and carried a\vay. Neither let that may thinks” 
that be ſeal receine any thing of the Lord, And Secondly be- 
cauſe al Gods promiſes ot hearing our prayers arereſtrained 
:to the condition of faith applying them to our owne vle, for 
the Lord will nor ſtretch our his hand of bountie and grace 
to give, if we doenotalſo ſirerch out the hand of faith to re- 
Mark.11.24. - ceine. And therefore ovr Saviour biddeth vs wharſoexer wee 

defire when we pray, to beleene that ore ſnall hawe it, andit foal 
be done wnts vs. Andthe Apofle exhorteth vs in this faith 
and affurance to gee boldly unto the throne of grace, that wee 
Heb.q4.16. -mnay receine mercy,and finde grace tobelpe in rime of need. 

6 Seft, 6. The fourth thing required in the manner of eur prayers 
The fourth thing is,that we pray feruently, pouring out our hearts and ſoules 
required is fer- with great ardencyand earnefiines in our ſuites ynto God; 
 nency of ſpirit & and this is required in all our prayers atall cimes according 
| - 5-99 to that ofthe Plalmiſt, er»ſt iw the Lord allze people, powre ous 
1 Thef 2.10, Jour hearts before ham, for God « owr hope; and praRtiſedby 
Rom,$.26, the Apoſtle, who ſaith that he prayed vntoGod exceedingly 
day and night, and tothis endethe Lord giues vnto vs the 
allfizace of his holy ſpirit for the helping of our infirmities; 
that we who know not how to pray as we ought, butare rea- 
dy naturally to pray with great coldnefſe and negligence, 
may hecreby bee inabled ro make requeſt vnto God with 
fighes and groancs which cannot bee expreſſed. But eſpeci- 
ally we arc topray thus feruently and earneftiy vyntoGod in 
.. the time of our afflitions; as it is required of the Church of 
Lam3.1b.19. Tudahin her captiuity and miſery, Ler reares runne downe 
like 4 rincr day end night : take thee no reſt, neyther let the ap» 
ple of thine eye ceaſe; eAriſe , cry in thenight: in the beginning 

of thewatches poure out thine beart like water before the face o 
the Lord, Whereby is vnderſtood that like as water, whoſe 
courſe and current hath beac long opped ip a ffiraight and 
narrow paſlage , doth ſwell aboue his banks or breaketh 
-downe the damme which ſtoppeth it with vnreſiſtable forces 
and violence: ſo muſt our praiershaue the like force and vi- 
gourto ouercemeall oppoltion, when weare Foes 

| c 


Lib. 2. 173 
What i requiredin oxr prayers made in time of affliction, 
theſe ſtraights ofaffliftion & can find no iſſue our of them, 
A-notable example wherof wee haue in /icob,who being in 
danger of his brothers rage and violence, is ſaide to have 
wraſtled with God all the night vntil he had prevailed with 
him ; in which contention hee did nor onely vic his bodily 
firength for the iolding faſt of the _ ofthe, colienant, p' 
hemightnot depart from him yncil he had obtained his ſuit, 
for this would hauc been a ſmal & feeble means to have pre- 
vailed with God; but as the Prophet Hoſea expoundeth it, 
by his ſtrength-hee had power with God, and over the An- 


Chap.s. 


Gene.z1.2g, 


Hoſ.12.4. 


gel! and preuailed, when as he weptand prayed vnro him. 


us the Church and peeple of God, are ſaidin their trou-. 
bles to haue viſited God, and te have powredout a prayer 
when his chaftening was vpon them; and that nor coldly 
& cemiſly, bur like a woman intrauaile, who being in great 


ſorrow and diſtrefſe, crycth out in her paines, us the Pro- Efa.26.16.19.- 


phet there. comparethict, A forme of which zealous prayer 
ſetteth downe-elſe where:  Looke downe fr om beanen, and 
behold from the dwelling place of thine holineſſe,and of thy glory, 


where is thy zeale and thy ſtrength , the multitude of thy mer- Eſa.bz, 15. 


cits and of thy compaſſions? they are reſtrained from mee,cfc. 
And ſo Hexnab being afflicted and troubled in minde, be- 
" cauſe ofher barrenneſſe, andthe inſulting prouocations of 
Peninna her adverſary, is ſaid to haue prayed and wept ſore; 
and as her ſelfe ſpeaketh vnto EL in her iuſt excuſe, to have 
powred out her ſoule before the Lord, and of the abundice 
of her complaint to haue made knowne her greefe vnto 


1.Sam.1.1e.15- © 


God, And this carneſines in prayer the Prophet David vied | 


in his affliQtions, cuen thirſting (as hee fait};) after Gods 
mercy for the granting of his ſvites, like the thirftie land, 
which being chopt with drought; ſeemeth to gape conti-. 


nually after raine, never ſhutting thejawes till it bee filled 
and ſatisfied. Thus alfo the diſciples being endangered by a DO | 
tempeſt, flce vnto Chriſt for helpe, and with great earneft- gs aab. 
nefle cryc out vnto him,maſter maſter, ſane vs, weperiſh, and x; 


as Marks recordeth it,in their feruent heat they expcRulare 
| the. 


| 


= 
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Lib.2. 174 : Chap.s 
11 bat is required in owr prajers made in time of afſflion, 
the matter with him,ſaying,raſter,careſt rhen not that we pe- 
riſo?ofwhich kind of expoſiulations vtrered to ſhew the{er- 
vency of ſpirit, we have many examples in the booke of 7ob, 
& ot the Pſalmes, And thus our Saviour Chriſt himſelfe in 5 
tiweof his greateſt affliflion, ſheweth allo his greateſt ſer= 
Lencic in prayer, praying more often and inflantly then at 
other times; tor he is ſaid to have prayed thrice,that the bit- 
ter cup of his paſſion might paſſe trem him; and being in his 


-agony to haue prayed more earneſily, and fo have vitered 


his prayers and ſupplications with ſirorg crying andrteares 
vntohim thatwas able toſauc him from death, Yea not on- 
by the faithfull, but even the HeatheniſheNinevits, whoin 
the time of their proſperitie were-ſo careleſſe and ſecure, 
that they had need to be awakened with that heauie denun- 
ciation of their deftrution; when they were brought into 


theſe narrow firaights, are ſaid to have cryed mi btily vn- 


to'God for deliverance out of that danger, So that if wee 
would not be ynlike all Gods Saints and ſervants, yea if we 
would not come behind the Ninevits themſelves, wee muſt 
in the time of our affliQions, net onely pray vnto Gos, but 


. performe this dutie with great feruericie and earnefineſle, 


For indeed, this is a cheefe end why the Lord affliteth ys, 
and why alſo he differreth to deliver vs at the firſt motion, 
becauſe hee would have vs more vrgent andinfiantin our 
prayer; as our Saujour Chrift plainly ſheweth vs inthe Pa- 


. Table ofthe two triends, the one awakening and raiſing vp 


the other to ſupplic his wants by his importunitie'; and of 
the vnrightcous Tudge, who by the poore widowes inceſ- 
ſent ſuing and troubling him, was in the end moved todoe 
heriuſtice, An example whereof we have inthe Canaanitiſh 
woman , who-recewued-from our Saujour many repulſes, - 
not _that:/hee was vnwilling 'to heatken- vnto- her, ard 
grant her petition; but becauſe hee would give her occa-" 


fron toſhew her faith and fervencie info}lowing her ſvite. 
Vito which ſeruencie, if wee doe not attaine in the tine of 
| eurafflictions wee cannot hope to haut eur requeſts heard 


dag and 


Lib;2. T75 Chap.s, 
What us required in our prayers made in time of affliftion, 
and regarded, for if wee be ſlacke, colde, and negligent in 


offering our ſuites vato God, the Lord wi!l bee ſlacke and 
ſlowe in granting them; and if through our ſJouthfulneſſe 
we fruſtrate Gods endin affliting vs, hee! will alſo fru- 
ſtrate the end of our prayers, and will not heare nor deli- 
uer vs out of our afflictions. For although he hath made 
many gracious promiſes, that hee will heare and helpe vs, 
when wee call vpon him in the time of our trouble, yer 
they are reſtrained vnto this condition, if our prayers bee 
feruent and effetuall, So hee promiſeth the Iſraclites, that 
if being in tribulation, in the land of their captivity, they. 
did from thence ſceke the Lord, they ſhould ſurelytinde p,,, ., 
him; if they did ſeeke him with all their heart, and with all : 
their ſoule. And the Apoſile /amves telleth vs, 'that the prayer Tam-5.16. 
of aFighteous man anaileth much, if it be fernent oreffeftuall, 
Andtherefore though wee be never ſocloquent and ample,, _ _ . 
in our prayers with our tongues and lippes, yea though out= — 
wardly we howle and cry with our mouth and voice in our 
ſuits ynto God, yer the Lord will not regard:them;, if in re- 
ſpeRof the hearr and affection they be cold and negligear;” 
Whereas contrariwiſc if wee poure forth our hearts before 
God with feruencie of ſpitit, then though with Aoſes wee 
ſay nothing at all, yer our prayers will be Jowde and trong : 
cryes tomouc his attention; though with Haxnah we make Exod. 14.15 
our ſuirs afcer ſuch manner, that we only moue our lips, and 
haue no voiccheard, and in regard heereof ſeeme vnto men 1.5am.r.16, 
drunke or difira& of our wits, yetif wee poure forth our 
ſoules vnto God, hee will looke vpon our affliction and 
heare our prayers. Though with Flezechiah wee are potable 
through the yiolence of ourafflition to vtter aperfe& ſen- 
rence, bur chatter like a Crane or Swallow, our prayers will E{a-38.14. 
be ascifcQuall ro preuaile with God, ifthey proceed out of 
hearts inflamed with zeale and fcruencie, as though they 
were vttered int!:e ſmootheſt tile, and advrnd with all the 
flowres of rhetorick. Yea, if we can nor ſpcake at all, bur on- 
ly figh and grone, yet cais beeing the language which his 

| owne 


Lib. 2. ; - +76 Chep.s. 
Is hat ts required in exr prayers made in time of affliltion. 
owne holy Spirit teacheth vs, wee-may bee affured that he” 
both vnderſtandeth it, and will alſo regard and harken 
ynto it. 

The fifth thing required is humilitie, whereby acknow.. 
ledging our- owne blindneſfſe and ignorance, by which it 
commeth to paſſe, that wee know not what is good for vs, 
nor what to pray for, but with Zebedews ſonnes, aske wee 


we ſubmit our | know not what; and on the other fide, the infinite wiſdome 
wills tothe will of God, whereby hee knoweth what is beſt for vs; and his 


boundlefſe |bounty and mercy, whereby according to his 
moſt gracious and infallible promiſes ghee is alwaics readie 
to befttow vpon vs all things which are goed and profitable; 
 wedoe wholy refigne vp our ſelues vnto his good pleaſure, 
ſubmit our wills which are continuslly ſubieRtoerrour and 
miſtaking, vnto his moſt holy will, which is priviledged 
from thele infirmities; and wholy referre all our ſuits and 
- petitions vnto his moſt wiſe conſfideration, to be granted or 
denyed, as will and beſt with his glory, and the good and 
ſalvation of our owne ſoules. And this duty our Saviour 
Chriſt hath taught vs in that moſt perſe forme of prayer, 
where next aſter the aduancing of Gods glory and king- 
_ dome, hee willeth vs to defire, that bi will way bee done in 
earth as it is. in heanen. Which if wee obſcrue, conforming 
- our will-inall thingstothe will of God, we are ſurenot one- 
ly to have all our requeſts granted, but alſo inſuch manner 
and mcaſure, asſhal be moſt for our ſpirituall profit,and the 
furthering of Gods glory, and our owne ſaluation; ſeeing 
God knoweth, when and by{what mcanes to cfie&t them 
'better , then wee outof ourignorance can preſcribe vnto 
him. Yea in truth wee can haue no aflurance that any of our 
prayers whichwee make according to our owne luſts, and 
notaccording tothe will of God ſhall be heard or granted; 
vnlcſſe it be in Gods diſpleaſure, for our iudgment and pu- 
niſhment; ſzeing theſe humble prayers, which wee whol 
ſubmit tothe will of God, have the promiſe of being heard, 
madeynto them; accorcivg tothat of the Pſalmiſt, Commit 
thy 
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Lib.2. 177 Chap.F5. 
What ss required in our prayers mad: in time of affliftion.. 
thy way wnto the Lord, andiruſt in bim, and be hall bring it to 
paſſe, So the Apoſile /o/hn more cxpreſly relleth vs, thatin 
this conformity vnto the will of God, confiſteth all our aſ- 
ſurance of having our petitions heard and granted; Thu 


Pal 37.5. 


(ith he) « the aſſurance that nee bane in him, that ef wee ache 1.10h.5.14- 


any thing according to his will,pe heareth vs. A notable cxam- 
ple whereof we haue in our Sauiour Chriſt, who though he 


did moſt earneſtly defire to haue the bitter cup of his paſſi- 


on to paſſe from him, yer doth hee ſubmit him(elfe and his 
ſuite tothe good pleaſure of his heauenly father, O my fa- 


ther (faith be) if it bepoſſible, let this cap paſſe from me: nexer- 


theleſſe, not a5 1 will, but as tbowwilt, And thus we ſubmic ouc 


ſelues and our ſuirs vaco Gods will , firſt in regard of the 


ſubltanceofthem, when hauing prayed for deliverance our 
of our afflitions, wee can be content whether he will deli- 
per.vs0r no, leaving it wholy and freely to his choyceand 
pleaſure, wherher he will free vs from our croſſes, or ſeeing 


it good for vs that wee ſhould ſtill lye vader them, will giue- 
ys ſtrength and patience, ſo as wee may bearc- them with 


comfort and contentment. Secondly, when as wee doe not 


preſcribe any meanes vito him, whereby we would be freed- 


fromall ouratflitions, but leaue it wholy co the diſpoling 


of his wiſe providence; who-with theſe, or other meanes;. 


yea above, without, and contrary to all meanes, is able 
through bis owne omnipotent power, to effet and bring 
to paſſe whe:ſacucr itpleaſeth him. Thirdly, when wee doe 
not limic or.reficaine him to either time or place, bucleaue 
it wholy vato his good pleaſure, who knoweth beſt when ic 
is molt ſeaſonable for the effeQing of his owne good pur- 
poſes; onely in generall, pray that bee will chenand not be- 
fore free vs outof our troubles and affli tions, when as they 
hauceffeQed thoſe good ends for which be fent.the; thatis, 
enriched vs with his ſpirituall graces, and brought vs neerex 


* vntohimby vnfainedrepentance. Fourthly, when we con= 
forme our wills to the wil of God inreipe@of our ends,noe 


craving bis bleſſings and benefits for worldlie, carnall and 
ſiniſter 


Matth.26.39 


- Jam.43 


-Lib;2.' 


178 | >” Oh aps. 
What u requiredin our prayers made in time of affiftion, 


. $oiflerreſpeQs; but that we may ernploy them to thoſe vſes 


'andends, for which hee hath beſtowed themz and princi- 
pally that wee may the better be enabled ro gloritic God; 
and be furthered inthe way of our owne ſaluation. And if 
wee doe not thus conforme our wills ro Gods will, by pro- 
potnding theſe endsto our defires, we can have noaffirance 
to be heard of God, or to have our petitions granted, vn 
Icfſe it be in his wratbfull diſpleaſure. And thus the Apofile 
lames telleth thoſe hypocrits to whom hee writeth, that 
they ackedof God, and recemednot, breanſe they ached amiſſe; 
that they might conſnme Goas bleſſings receinodd pon) th:ir 
owne luſts, Wherein the Lord dealeth graciouſly with his 
children and ſeruants, ſeeing the abuſeof his benefits would 
much more hurt and endamage them, then-the obtaini 

2nd having them would doethem good. And therefore, us 
the wiſe father doth outof meere loue denye his thilde 4 
knife, though hec-carneſily beggeth ir, when hee knowerh 
thar he doth defireitro play the wanton with it, tothe en- 
daungering of himſelfeor others: and keepeth him bare of + 
rioney, when he defireth it, that hee may ſpend it in rior, 


. wantonnefſe, drunkennefe, and fuch other wicked courſes; 


and would norceaſe to give him-moreKripes, if. hee: ſhould 
perceiuc by his plaine ſpeaches, that hee therefore craued to 
be ſpared, that hee might returne to his old wayes, and a- 
gaine incurre his diſpleaſure, by committing wilfully his 
former fiulrs? {6 the Lord will i-louc andniercydenic to 
heare vs, erying vo him for 'deliverarice 6ur of our trou- 
bles, when oor ſuits have ill ends propounded vnto them, 
and not ſuchas are pleaſingwntohim, and-2gretable ro his 
revealed will. Forexample, theend which he propoundeth 
of our deliverance -our of affhiion is, that beeivg ſerarli= 
berty, ve mighr thankfully remember ſo great abenefit,and 
fo be moued ro'glorifie him by our obedience, andbyren- 
dering vnto him deſerued praiſe, Now contrariwile, if wee 
defire to bee freed from our afflitions, that wee may with 
more pleaſure and delight goe forward in our old worldly 
and 


Lib.2. 179 Chap.s. 
What t requiredin our praiers made in time of afflitioy. 


and wicked courſes, and not that wee may be the fitter for 

his ſeruice; as for example, if we defire health and ſtrength, 

that we may follow our carnall pleaſures, and not that wee 

may thebetterbe enabled to ſerue God inthe generall du- 

ties of chriſtianity, and the ſpeciall duties of our callings; if 

wee deſire to be caſedof ourpouertie, and tobe enriched, 

that we may match or put downethoſe which are either our 

equals or ſuperiours, or that we may ſpend theſe bleſſings in 

gay apparell, ſurfetting and drunkenneſle, or contrariwiſe, 

co fill vp baggs onely,that we may be counted rich, without 

any purpoſe to yſethE when we havethem; and not thatjwe ' 

may glorifie God in his owne gifts,by our wiſe diſpoſing of 

them for the good of our ſelues and others, in the works of 
chriftianitie, iuſtice and mercy; the Lord will not beſtow 

cheſe bleſſings vpon vs,though we begge them neuer ſo car- 

neſtly; or ifhee ſhould, they would bee curſes and not bleſ- 

ſings, and ſignes and pledges, not of his mercy and loue, but 

of his wrath and heauie diſpleaſure. And therefore if wee 

would be heard, when wee call ypon God for delinerance 

out of our afflictions,let ys propound right ends of our free- 

dome and immunitie; and becauſe wee are: forgetfull and 
negligentin performing thoſe good duties, which in y time 

of our rroubleswe propounded as the end of our deliuerice; Gen.23.20 
therefore it werenot amiſle to binde our ſelues hcereunto 1.Sam. 1.1011 
by holy and ſolemne yowes, according to the example of ©/266.13.14 
laceb, Hannah, Danid, and other of Gods Saints and ſer- © 3** 
uants, 
Thelaſt ching required in-our prayers, reſpeQeth their & $ef7.8., 
time or continuance; namely that we doe inceſſantly perſe- 7 hat is requi- 
uere in prayer without di{couragement, although our tuites 74 #7 owr pray- 
be nor preſently heard and granted; and though after many reſp go. 
prayers wee haue neither deliverance our of our aifi.tons, ,;,;jnuarce, 
nor any ſenſe of comfort, or patience in-bearing them. I is namely perſene- 
erue, that itis a dangerous tentation for a.-poore Chriſtian 74rce, 

to cry and call for helpe in his trouble, and not to-haue his 

ſuits regarded, For a man ben Ss that it God would 


heaze 


Lib. 2.4 180 Chap.s. 
' Whatwrequiredin onr prayers made in time of affiition, 


| heare the prayers of any, then eſpecially of thoſe who are in 
Pla.0.T5. * FA;Rion, iceing they aboue others have his ſpeciall promi- 
« miles; that ifhee would heare at any time, then after much 
crying and calling; andifin any thing, then in this ſuite for 
mercy and deliuerance which himſelte hath commanded vs 

to make,with a promiſe to heare vs; but foramantopray, 

yea an afflifted man to pray; and for ſuch an onets pray of - 

ten, and topray thus with Damid out of the depthes of mi- 

ſery, and that with all feruencie and earneſineſle, and yer 

' » Not havehis prayers heard, nor his ſuices granted ; this ſtri- 
keth at the roote of faith, and ſhaketh the very foundati- 
on, if it be not built trongly vpon the rocke, Fer then wee 
are ready to deſpaire of helpe, and to conclude, that ſeeing 
we haue found ourprayers, vaine and booteleſle; therefore 
we will ſaue that labour, andnot ſpend ourſtrength to no 
purpoſe, But the more ſtrong and dangerous this tentation 
is, themore carefully ought euery Chriſtian to arme him- 
ſelfe againſtit. And to this purpoſe let vs conſider, that the 
Lord requireth not onely that wee ſhould make our ſuites 
known ynto him once or twice,or ſome few or many times, 
but that we incefſantly continue inprayer, and neuer giue 
oucrtill wee haue our petitions heard and granted, So the 
Apoſtle willeth vs to © reiogce in hope, tobe patrent in tribula- 
= tion, and to continue inprayer; that b we pray continually; and 


2Rom.12:12. 
bi.Theſ.5.17 


© Ephc.6.18, © alwates with all manner of prayer & ſupplication in the ſpirit, 
« Col.4.2. 0 Watch thereunto With allperſenerance,and finally, that we 


Luc.i82.2z 4d continucin prayer, and watch thereunto with thinbsoiming 
hap 0 continue in prayer, ; nksgining. 


Yea thus are wee bound to pray, when there is after much 
ſupplication no helpe appearing,no ſenſe of comfort for the 
preſent, nor any outward ground of hope for the time to 
comezas our Sauiourteacheth vs in the parable of y widow, 
inceſſantly ſuing vnto the yrrighteous: Tudge ; and of the 
importunate friend, who would admit of no anſwere till his 
ſuire was granted; forto this very end the Lord purpoſely 
differreth cohelpe vs, though euen at the firſt call he ear. 
nethin the bowels of- his compaſſion towards ys, that hee 
ma 


/] 
/ / 


Lib.2. 131 Chap.5. 
What ts required in eur prayers made intime of affuftion. 


may hereby try, and by trying, exerciſe; and by exerciſing, 
encreaſe our faith, hope and affiance in him; as alſo that wee 
way be moued more ſeriouſly to repent of our finnes, and 
with more feruencie and earneſineſle to call ypon him. And 
therfore when the Lord ſeemeth to ſlacken his pace in com- 
ming to deliuer vs, we muſt nct ſlacken ours too in going 
vnto bim, but with more diligence and ſpecd we mult runne 
and meete him , and with the greater importunitie deſire 
himto haſten his helpe. An example of which perſeuering in 
prayer wee hauce in David, who neuer ceaſed to cy and call 


| ypon God for mercy and deliverance, though hec had no ' 


ſenſe of comfort, but was much perplexed in his diſtreſſed 
eſtate. /ntheday of trouble (faith he) / ſought the Lord, My 


ſore ran andceaſed not mihe right, my ſoule refuſed comfort, Plal.77.3. 


1 did think vpen God, and was troubled; Iprayed, aud wy ſpirit | 


was full of anguiſh, So inthe woman of Canaan, whobcing Marth. ry, 


patient ofall repulſes, continued her earneſt ſuite, & would 
rake nodenyall, And thus though the afflited Church com- 
plaineth, that the Lord bad comcred chem with wrath, per ſecu- 


ted, ſlaine,and nor ſpared then; and that when they were in this Law. 3. 43.44 
50, 
Pſal. 34.17. 


adiſireſſe; he had conered bimfelfe with a cloude,that their pray- 
ers conld not paſſe through; yer ſhee continueth her ſvites and 
petitions ynto God, till he looked downe from heauen,and 
ſent them helpe and deliuerance out of all their miſcries 
and afflitions, Which examples if we likewiſe will follow, 
we ſhall afſuredly haue the like iflue and ſucceſſe in our 
prayersand ſupplications; for this gracious promiſe & com- 
fort is common to all the faithfull, thatif rhey cry, the Lord 
beareth them,and deliuereth them ont of all their troubles, And 
though he hath given them no aſſurance that he will heare 
them at the firſt or ſecond call, nor preſcribed and limited a 
time or day when he will helpe and deliver them; yet he ox- | 


horteth vs all to goe boldly wnto the throne of g1 ace, 2fluring Heb.4.16 


ys that wee ſhall receinwrercy, and finde grace to helpe in 
time of neede, But of this perſeverance infaith and patience, 
when the Lord defcrieth co heare and helpe vs, I ſhall have 
| N.2 OCCa= 


| Lib.2, 182 - Chap.6. 
That Ged u tbe cheefe author of all our affliftions, 


occaſion to ſpeake more fully heereafter, and therefore 1do 
here with the greater breuitie paſſe it ouer, | 


CEC 
em _ 


Cray, VI. 
Of the comfertswhich arf iſe out of meditation,and firſt from the 


| con{ideration of the cauſes of our affiittions; as namely, that 
, Gods thecheefe cauſe and principall amhor of all our af- 


tions, 


XS ND thus haue I ſhewed what is required in 
z=S our prayers, that they may bring vs com- 
fort and deliverancein all our troubles and 


S Sette 


the cheefe cauſe 
of all our affl/- 


ward reioycing, All which for order ſake,I will reduce vnto 
two heads. The firſt are ſuch as may ſerueto comfort vs in 
our croſſes and calamities, though wee ſhould continually 
lye vader them, euen to the day of our death; the ſecond, 
fuch as ariſe from the aſſurance which wee haue of Gods 
gracious and moſt ſcaſonable deliverance,. The arguments 
and reaſons of the firſt ſort, are either ſpirituall, arifing and 
ſpringing out of the holy Scriptures; orellſe civil and world- 
Iy, grounded ypon ſome earthly meanes, and meere morall 
conſiderations. The arguments of comfort whichare ſpiri- 
tuall,are cither ſimple or comparatiue. The reaſons Fmpl 

to be conſidered doe ariſe either from the cauſes and effects, 
or the lubie& and adiun& of ouraffiions, The cauſes of 
our affi tions to bee confidered of, are either efficient or fi- 
nall; the cfficient cauſes, are eithervhe inflicting, or mouing 
cauſes, The principall cauſe infliting all troubles and affli- 
Rions ypoa vais God himlelfe, and rhatin athree my 4 

pc 


8 


Lib.2. — — — * Chap.6, 
That God the cheefe amthor of all our afſiflions, 


ſpeR.Firſt, becauſe he hath predeſtinated and fore-ordained 
vs to ſuffer theſe afflitions, Secondly, as he doth according 
to this his purpoſe execute his decree. And thirdly, as hee 
doth by his moſt wiſe and powerfull prouidence, orderand 
diſpoſe of al our crofles of calamities, withall circumſtances 
which belog vnto them. That the Lord hath preordained vs 
to ſufferaffliions,the Apoſtle ſheweth inthe eighth ofthe 
Romanes, where-ſpcaking of afflitions he faith, that how 


God knew before , he did alſo predeſtinare, to be made like to the Rom. 8.29, 


imqgeef hu Sonne, (namely, in ſuffcting worldly miſeries, 
an 


bearing the croſle) thar he mightbe the firſt borne among x 1, 24167) 


many brethren; and ſo by ſuffering theſe things, might enter 
into his glory, as our Saviour Chri(t himſelfe ſpeaketh, To 
which purpoſe Elphas alſo faith, that miſery commerh not 


forth,of the duſt, neither doth affliction ſpring out of rhe earth; 11, ,6, 


namely,as from their firſt fountaine and originall, Bat man « 

erne vnto traucile, as the ſparkes flye upward, And this con- 
fideration the Apoſtle ſeth as a ſingular conſolation in 
| thatplace, ſeeing God had not onely appointed vnto them 

all the afflitions which they did ſuffer, Ton alſo had herein 
made them conformable to his deare and onely Sonne; pre- 
ſcribing ynto them no other way to glory and happineſle, 
but that which his beft beloued had gone before them. So 
the holy Apoſtle vſeth the ſame argument of comfort vnto 
the afflicted Theſſalonians, ſaying, that »o men ſhould be mo- 
ned with theſe affliftions, becauſe themſelues doe know that they 
are appointed thereunts, And ſurely it is a ſingular conſola- 
tion when wee conſider that the miſeries which wee ſuffer, 
come not of themſelues, or by chance or fortune, but by the 


determinate counfaile and appointment of God ; nor are 


inflied on vs at the command of ſome cruel| tyrant who 
hateth vs,or at the diſpoſing of ourarch-enemie the Divell, 
who. ſecketh our deſtruction; but according to the moſt 
wiſe and iuſt counſaile of our gracious God, from whom we 
haue our being, and all other bleſſings and benefits which 
we enioy, | 
N 3 - Se- 


1.,Theſ. 303. * 


Lib.2. 184 | Chap.6, 
\That God i; the cliefe author of all onr afſi:ions, 


BE Secondly, God is the principall efficient and cheefe au- 
» t, 2. — thorofall our afflitious,as he doth execute this decree both 
ve Apo? of ; for che corre&tion and trial of his ſeruants,or the juſt puniſh- 
our offliffions as MENT of the wicked and vngodly, Forſo the Lard himſelfe 
 beexecuteth this ſpeaketh; [ forme the light, and create darknes ; [make peace, 
decree,a4d atu- and create euill, I the Lord doe all theſe things, Andagaine, 
ally layeth theſe 6,51} a trumpet be blowne in the citye, and the people not bee a- 
_— "no fraidtor ſhall there be euill in acitie, and the L1rd hath not done 
4 | i:? hndelſewhere; Behold nov, for Iam hee, and there is no 
Amos.z.6 g24s with me;1 kilznd I ginelife, ! wound and | make wholeznet- 
ther 5 there any that can delixer ont of mine hand, And with 
Deut.32.39. this agreeth the ſong of Hannah: The Lord killeth and ma- 
beth alia:; briugeth downe to the graue,and raiſethvp,the Lord 
1.Sam.2.5.6, maketh porre,and maketh rich, bringeth law andexalteth, And 
Lamen.3.38. the queltion of the afflicted Church'in her Lamentations: 
Out of the mouth of the moſt high, proceedeth not enill + good, 
And thus the faithfull (whatſocuer the inferiour cauſes and 
inſtruments haue bene of their afflitions)haue ſtil acknow- 


ledged the Lord,to be the cheefe agent and principall caute ' 


of them. So [oſeph being betraied by his brechren,ſaith that 

God had ſent him into Agypt, And Naomi in her afflicti- 

'Gea.45.8, ons aſcfibeth them all co che qvill and worke of God; The 
Ruth, 1.49.21. a/vaigh:y (ſaith ſhe) hath giuen me much bitternes,l Went out 
Fell, and the Lorabath canſedme to returae empty, Why call ye 

me Naown ſeeing the Lord hath humbled me , and the almigh- 


ty bath brought me into adauerſity. Thus lob beein g ſpoiled by. 


lob.1.21; the Chaldeansand Sabzans faith,that the Lord had ginen, & 

: the Lora nad taken away: And holy D.md being reviled and 
2.Sam.16,10, curſed by wicked Shemei, acknowledgeth that God had ſer 
him to curſe him, Sothe aſflicted Church ſaith :come and /er 
vs returne unto the Lord, for hee hath ſpoyled and hee will heale 
v1,he huh wounded vs,and hewill bind vs wp, And the A PO- 
ſle Paw! giueth it as a generall rule , that whatſocuer the 
next cauſes and meanes of our affliions be, yer when wee are 
thus indged,we are chaſiened of the Lord becauſe wee (hruld nor 


Hol.” ts 
1,COr.11.32. 


bee condemned with the world, The conſideration whereof 


ſhould 


- 


=. 


Lib.2. | 185 P.C P 


That God u the chiefe author of all our afflitions, | 


ſhould ſerue much to confirme in ys patience and conten- 
tednes in all our affli ions and tribulation; firſt becauſe the 
Lord from whom they come is infinite in glory, power, and 
maieſty,who hauing created ys of nothing may diſpoſe alſo 
of vs according to his pleaſure;for why ſhould the clay mur= 
mure againlt the potter ;the ſeruant againſt his maſter, the 
_ſubiect againſt his Prince; or ſeely wormes , yea duſt and a» 
ſhes againſt the glorious King of heauen and earth? wee ſee 
that the ſame man who will not take an hatdwword from his 
equall, ſuffereth with patience" a vlow giuen vnto him by 
his King and Soueraigne; and ſtandeth not to diſpute with 
him why keedoth it, bejng oucr-awed with his power and 
maie{ty : But what are all the princes of the worlde in 
glory, power and maicſty, beeing compared with the . 
great Ichouah King of beauen and earth ? who made of 
nothing this glorious frame of the world,the ſunne,moone, 
and ftarres, calling euery one by his name; with al the huge 
hoaſt of the creatures which inhabire the heauens and the 
ayre, the carth and the great deepes, Who meaſureth the 
earth with his ſpan , and poyſeth itasin aballance, who vp- 
holdeth all chings by his wofd, and rulecth them at his good 
pleaſure, In whom we liue,and moue,and haue our beeing; 
ſothatifhe he ſuſtaine vs we continue , but ifhe blow ypon 
vs we are preſently deſtroyed , and returne againe vnto our 
du, Who hath in his hand the keyes of heauen and hell, 
of lite and death, ſhutting andno man openeth, and ope« 
neth and no man ſhutteth, Who ſendeth out? of his trea- 
ſurie_ the-raine, haile and ſnow, the thunder and light- 
ning, and both raiſeth and ſilleth the boyſterous winds, 
cauling at his pleaſure both cruell tempeſts, and pleaſant 
calmes., Who ruleth the great Behemarh and Leniathan,, 
and putting his hooke int» his noſethrils, turnzth him 
how hee will, And this is that argument of power and 


maiefty which Elihu firſt propoundeth, and God him» lob.,c.32.t0 4 


ſelfe more fully inſifteth vpon, to worke patience in /sb 
becing grieuouſly afflicted, and to keepe him from mure 
4. muring 


Lib, 2. 186 Chap.s, 
That God is the cheefe anthor of all our affuiti-ns, 

murine and repining. Secondiy, wee muft with patience 

Pfal. 129. 137+ poare al our fictions which —_ from God, ny be- 

cauſe he is in Maieſty glorious, and in power almighty but 

alſo becauſe he js iuſt in al his iudgements,& righteous inal 

his waies, as the Plalmiſt telleth vs, And therefore if he cor- 

re ys'we ſhould beare his blowes, becauſe his cxaQt iuſtice 

affurcth vs,that he infliteth no more the we have deſerued, 

Ifheraketh any good thing from ys which we inioy, Let vs 

bd know that ke taketh nothing but what he gaue,and that nor 

abſolutely, and for cuer; but onely to vſe foratime, till he a- 

Ix Enelteti en-. $aine aid call forit, And therefore ſecing God taketh no. 

chir.cap.i0, 4+ thing but his owne;we are not(as one welFobſerueth)when 

pud $to521um. weare deprived of any benefic to ſay that we have loſt it, bur 

; mage _— onely that we haue reftored it to the right owner, For as the 

t.T1m.6.7, Scriptures teach vs, euery good gift deſcengeth from the Fa- 

ther of light ; for as for vs, we brought nothing into the world, 

 andit ts certaine that we can carry nothing our.So our S2viour 

Chriſt teacheth vs in the parable,that all the good things 


Luke,19.12, not vie at our.owne pleaſure , but to our Lord and maſters 
beſt aduantage; the which weare to giue account of when 
he calleth vstoa reckoning , andpatiently to reſtore them 
when he is willing to reſume them. And this made [ob when 

4 was ſpoyled cf all his goods tobeareit patiently becauſe 
- / the Lordhadtaken them who before had given them, The 
ſed be the name of the Lord, Thirdly,we are to beare all our 

WV croſſes with patience ſeeing they come from God); not only 

; becauſe he is powerfull and righteous, and therefore mult 
and ought bee yeelded ynto ; but aiſo becauſe hee is the 
cheefe goodnes, from whom there can-come no eui!!, for 
whatſocuer God doth, he willefh, and wharſocuer hee wil- 
leth is therefore good becaulc hee willethit ; and whar is 
good cughtalſorobe rakea in good part;eſpecially ofthoſe 
who would themſelues be reputed good, For as one ſaith,he 
onely is to be reputed good, who approueth himſelfe fo ro 

| be 


F 


Gone epiſt.76, 


. *$. 


Marth 25,14, Which we enjoy are buttalents lent of God, which we muſt 


Lord(ſaith he) hath giuen,and the Lord hath taken away, bleſ- 


- 


Libe2- 197 Chap.6, 
That God ts the chrefe author of all our afflitions, 


be,by his piety rowards God, namely by bearing patientlie 

whatſocuer by his providence hapneth vnto him; becauſe 

hee knoweth that it is befallen him by the diſpoſing of that 

divine Law by whichall is gouerned, To which purpoſe els 

where he affirmeth, that itis the firſt part of diuine worſhip 
'to beleeue God, and the next to aſcribe vnto him due Ma- 

ieſty,and goodneſfe, wirhour which there isno maieſty, To 

know that he who ruleth the world,and tempereth and or- 

derethall things as his owne ; and eſpecially taketh carcof 

mankind, yea of euery particular perſon either doth nor 

hath any cuill in him, f 

Yea, much more may wee beare all our 2Mictions pati- $Sed.2. 

ently, yea ioyfully, if we further conſider that they proceede 7 ht this we 
from God, who is not onely the chiefe goodnclit in his deration may 
' ownenature, butalſo in reſpect of vs the roote and foun- #21 comfort 
taine, from whomall goodnefle doth grow and ſpring, in home 14 
vwhichregard one ſaith, thatafflitionsare bitter and ſharpe Tei 
arrowes ſhotfrom a ſweet and merciful! hand, For he is our 7; che p Sis 
oracious creatour, who hath given ynto vs our being when #aize of ail our 
we were not, making vs men, when he might have made ys 9% 
ſerpents; and our careful preſerner who ſuſtaineth our lives, Gregs NEQunnng 
and miniſtreth vnto vs all the good things which we enioy, 
and who may beter chaſtize vs,then he who created ve?who 
hath moreright to corre and nurture ys, then he who fee- 
deth and nurſeth vs ? wee ſee that the moſt ſauage beaſts » 
which will nor indure the looke of a ſtranger, take firipes 
from their owner, who feedeth and tendeth them ; and ſhall 
we,more brutiſh then they, ſnarle & repine whenthe Lord, 
whonot onely giueth vs foode, bur alſo maketh it nouriſh. 
ment,doth chattize vs for our good?Hee is our generall and 
commander ; 2nd cuery good ſouldier ſubmitteth himſelfe 
with patience to kis captaines diſcipline ; and with cheare- 
fulaes obeyeth al his commands,marching and encamping, 
watching and labouring, fighting andretiring,according to 
his appointment; and ali foratrifling pay,and in a doubrful 
hope of vncertaine victory,and ſhall nor wee yeeld the like, 
and 
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: 1D.2+, TI 60 ; Chap. 6. 
7 hat God the cheefe author of all our affliftions, 


and greater obedience and ſubmiſſion to the Difcipline of 
the great commander of heauen and earth, whoaſlureth vs 
that by following bis direQtions, wee ſhall obraine a glori- 
ous conqueſt, and of common ſouldiers become crowned ' 
Kings.The Lord is our King and ſoveraipne,vnto whom ve 
are to yeeld abſolute obedience; and therefore if earthly 
Princes puniſhing their ſ-bies,jiudge them inſolentit they 
repine,and rebellious it they rehſt, nor induring expoſiula- 
tion, or to hae their aGicns called to account though they 
be lt an. more at their owne pleaſure, then their 
profit: how ſhal we be acquitted, if being correed by God 


we impatiertly murmure,and by viing volawull meanes to 


free our —_ , a5 much as in vslyeth,refft him in his moſt 
righteous judgements which arcall diſpoſed to our g00d,if 
we ſubmir our ſelues voto them;ſeeing by ruling vs thus on 
earth, he fitteth vs toraigne with him in keauen, He isour 
moſt skilfull and faithfull Chirurgian & Phyſition,who ins! 
he doth,aimeth atthe curing of our ficknes, & the recouerie 
of our health ; and therefore when the working of the cor-, 
raljue, the ſcaring and ſearching of our wounds, the bitter 
pils and potions, which for the preſent make vs ficke vnto 
death in our owne ſenſe, would force ys in impatiency to 
crye out and complaine; let vs beare all with meckenes and 
quietnes, con{idering thatin allthis hee intendeth rhe cure, 
and that his loue would not ſuffer him to vie theſe roucher 
. , S 
and more diſta(ifull remedies, if thoſe which are more gcn- 
tle and cafie were alſo effeuall for our recouery, Fivally he 
is our moſt gracious and loving Father who grieveth at our 
eriefes.and euen earneth in pirty & compaſſion, when con= 
trary.to his owne nature, we by ourtinnes doe moue himto 
correct vs, and to doe this his /frange works, wherein hee to. 


> keth no pleaſure, but onely our of his loue and wiſedome is 
' forced (in ſome manner) to take thele ſeuere courſes for our 


amendment, that he may preſerue vs from deſfiruction. And 
therefore letys beare with patience that whichhe inflifteth, 
andſay with'our Sauiour, ſoall I nor drinks of the cuppe which 

| ”y 
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Libs. 189 _ Chap.6, 
That God « the cheefe anthor of a!l our affliftions, 
my father hath ginen me? Heis our erernall and heauenly fa- 
ther, vnto whom we daily pray, that his name may be hal- 
lowed; and how can it according to our prayers be better 
fanRified and glorified, then when with patience and 
meekeneſſe wee ſubmit our ſelues vnto his good pleaſure, 
both in proſperitie and aduerſicie; and by aſſured affiance 
and reſfolued patience reſt ypon his promiſes and proui- 
dence, attending his pleaſure and leaſure for helpe and deli- 
uerance? So we pray vnto him that his kingdome may come 


and bee aduanced; and how can this bee better done, then 
when by his fatherly chaſtizements he deftroyeth in vs the ' 


kingdome of finne and Satan, and maketh vstratable and 
obedient to his lawes and gouernment? And finally, wee 
pray that his will may be done; and therefore when we ſee 
'it performed, why doe we not willingly, yea ioytully ſub- 
mic our ſelues vato it? Why doe we murmure and repive, 
iruggle and ftciue againſt it chroughour impatiencie, & ſo 
proclaime our typocrifie, in crauing that which our judg.- 
ment approueth not, and vnto which our heart aſſenteth 
not? Laitly, the Lord is our husband and head; by yertue of 
which communion with him, as wee participate with him 
inall his gracesand goodneſle, ſo he doth (after a fort) ſym- 
pathize with vs in our ſorrowes; and is more then our ſelues 
delighted with our wel-fare. Now who haying a molt care. 
fall and louing husband would feare to recetue hurt from 
him? Or what member of the bodie would doubt of the care 
and prouidence of the wiſe head, whereby it is ruled, or 
would impatiently complaine of hard viage, though ic 
ſhould inuent and approue of ſome rouyh and painfull cour. 
ſes, whereby it migat bee cured of ſome infirinities? And 
how much leſſe ſhould wee murmure and repine againſt 
God, and his prouidence, who intinitly excelleth in wiſe. 
dome and loue, all heads and husbands? Or how can-we 
doubt of recciuing from him helpe, deliucrance, freedome 
from euill, or fruition of good; whote mercy is ſo ynincaſu- 
rable, and gopdneſſe ynipeakabl c; that hee ſpared no: co 
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Lib.2: ' 190, Chap.6. 
That God u the cheefe author of all our affiiftions, 


oivehis onely and beſt beloued Sonne to the death,even the 
. bitter death of the croſſe for vs, when wee were ſtrangers, 
yeaenemies vnto him? What will hee deny vnto vs thus 
neerely allyed, and being now become friends, yea ſonnes, 
2nd which is more, ſpoules, yea members of his glorious 
body, who gaue hisbleſſed ſelfe vnto vsand for ys, when we 
were ſo much eſtranged, and fo farre at odds? Andtheſe 
and ſuch like were the meditations,which moved the Saints 
in former times to beare their affliions with patience and 
cornfort,ſeeing they looked not ſo much to their crofles, as 
tothe hand of God by which they were impoſed, So Eze- 
_ ehiaslooking to the Lord from whom his affliftion came, 
Efa.z%.13- cryeth out,z/ hat ſhall I ſay? for hz hath ſaidit ro me, he hath 
done it, And Dauid profeſſeth, that he was duwbe, and ope= 
ned nothis mouth, becauſe he ſaw that the Lerdhad done it, So 
looking rather to Gods righteous ivdgment, then to his 
. ſonne« wicked mallice,purſuing him; and eſpying Gods juſt 
diſpleaſure, through proud Abſalons vniuft and rebellious 
fury; he ſubmirteth himſelfe with patience to be afflited ar 
his good pleaſure; Bur if (faith he) he thus ſay, I baue no de- 
light in thee; Beholde heere am I, let him doe tome as ſcemeth 
66d in bis cies. 

Jn Vnto which meaſure of patience if we would attaine, we 

$ Sect. 4 TD : T 8.” 
That iſwe cold muſt learne to imitate this example; nor looking to the in- 
haze patience in feriour cauſes and ſubordinate meanes, by which our croſ< 
affi;Htions,v* ſesare immediatly impoſed; but vnto the Lord our God, 
minor lookenly v.40 js the cheefe and ſupreame cauſe of all our afflictions. 
- cdl For if wee haue no eie to God, who is the firſt mover and 
pally »nto God Principall agent; bur looke onely to the inferiour and next 
theſupreame meanes ; there will bee no place for patience, ſecing the 
cauſt of them, malignitie of the inſtruments will poyſon our ſores of im- 
patiencie and repining, and ſo make them the more to fe- 
ſter and rankle; not ſuffering the holeſome ſalues of affli- 
Qions, which is ſoueraigne and profitable, as it commeth 
purely from Gods hand to be effetuall for our humiliation, 
and the cure of our corruption, But will cauſe ys to fret and 


T- - -. fume 


Plal.39-9. 


2.5am, 15 26, 


Lib.2. 97 -. Chap.6. 
That God is the cheefe author of all our affliftions 

fume more at the circumſtances, which weare readie wittily 
to aggrauate for our owne greater torment and vexation,, 
then at the matter and ſubſtance of the afflitions them- 
ſelues.Thus ſometime when we could well beare the croſſe 
it ſclfe,as it is ſenc from God, we make it intolerable,and fo 
fall inco moſt impotent impatiencic, when being inflicted 
ypon vsby the incanes of ſome worldly enemie, wee looke 
ypon his malice, crueltie, and proud infolencic in the cari- 
. age of the niatter, and not ynto the Lord, who therein ay= 
meth ar our good, humbling vsby his chaſtizements,and by 
theſe tryals enriching vs with his fpirituall graces. And 
much more doe wee aggrauate the burthen when it is laide 
ypon vs by the treacherie, negle, or vakinde dealing of 
ſome friend of whom wee haue deſerued well, and therefore 
leaft of all ſuſpeRed ro have received from him ſuch hard 

mcaſure,Or when it befalleth vs through our owne default, _ 
negligence, or want of prouidence; in which caſe we adde 
ynto it the waight of many criminations, and oftentimes 
falſc accuſations againſt our ſelues, as though it were not 
heauie enough 1n ir ſelfe ro prefſe vs downe; vnlefſe wee 
added thereuntothe loade of bitter inueRives againſt our | 
own2negligence,and of ſharpe cenſures for our owne faul- 
tincs, asbeing.the cauſe which hath brought ypon vs theſe 
croſſes and calamities, All which motives ard enticements 
ynto impatiencie if we would auoide, we muſt not looke to. 
inferiour cauſes and meanes whereby our croſſes are im- 
poſed; for this is all one, as if wee ſhould regard onely the 
ſaffe which giveth ys the blow,and negleRthe ſmiter who 
ruleth it; and like the fooliſh curre to bite at the ſtone 
which hit and hurt vs,not regarding him who threw itat vs; 
but wee muſt lift vp the eirs of our mindeaboue the earth 
vnto heaven, and conſider that the Lord is the checfe cauſe 
of all our afflictions,. and like a iuft iudge vſeth wicked e-= 
nemies, falſe friends, the dumbe creatures, as alſo our owne 
improuidence and negligence, as the executioners of his 


tighicous judgements, and inferiour inftcuments, whereby 
ce - 


Gen.45.5.8. 
50.20, : 
Plal.105.17.: 


Iob.1.21. 


2.Sam. 16.10, 


| Lib.2. . I 92 


Chap.s6. 
That God i the cheefe author of al our affifions, 
hee ſcrueth his moſt wiſe prouidence, effeQting by theſe 


meanes, his owne purpoſes for the aduancing ot his glory, 
and the good and ſaluation of the eJeQ and faichfull, And 


thus did /oſeph arme himſelfe with patience, when pafling 


y the malice of his brethren, who ſold him into Egypt; he 
looketh to the ſupreame cauſe, and conſidereth that God 
for his owne glory, and the good of his Church, had ſent 
him thither. Whereas if hee had looked no higher but to 
their wicked treacheric and crucll ſpite, hee could never 
haue vied that meckeneſſc and moderation ;' but rather ha- 


-uing gotten oportunirie would inſtead of comforting, have 
| inſulted ouer them, and onely thought of taking ſharpe 


reuenge.So /cbretaineth patience in his gricuous affliction, 
becauſe hee had an eic to the cheefe cauſe, which was the 
hand of God correting him; the Lord (faith he) hath giney, 
and the Lord hath taken aWvay, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 


 Whereasif his thoughts had mounted no higherthen thoſe 


inferiour inſtruments which the Lord vſcd, as the malice of 
his enemies, and the theft and violence of the Chaldeans + 
and Sabeans, he would wholy hauc beene tranſported with 
defire ofreuenge, and burſt out into all impatiencie,if be- 
ing ſhortned of meares, he could not attaine vnto his will, 
And Dazidlikewife being cxceedingly prouoked by wic- 
ked Shemei, doth with admirable rcfolution beare all his 
outragious iniuries meckely and patiently, and when bur 
by ſpeaking the word, hee might haue had all his wrongs 
reuenged, looking nor ſo much to this wicked inſtrument, 
asto the iuſt hand of God, who vied himfor the correing 
of his ſinne, he would not yeeld to his owne pafſion, and his 
friends prouocations enciting him to give way to the de- 
ſerved puniſhment of his malicious encmie, bur rather re- 
proueth them for making the motion : What (faith he) haxe 
I tro doewith you, you ſonnes of Zeruiah? for bee carſeth euen 
becauſethe Lord hath biddew him to curſe Dauid. Whodare 
then (ay, wherefore haſt thou done ſo? Whereas if he had one- 
ly regarded the malice, inſclencie, and notorious outrage. 


Lib.2. 193. Chop.6. 
' Thatallonr efſitions are diſpoſedby God pronidence, 


ofthis lewde perſon, he would haue been impatient of thee 
indignitie:, and the firſt man thac would haue laide hands 
ypon him for the reuenging of theſe wrongs. Finally, our 
Saujour Chrift himieife doth ior in thoſe intolerable iniu- 
ries which were offered vnto him, looke vnto the treachery 
of {u4as, the malice of the Prieſts and PhariGes, nor tothe 
corruption and ipiuſtice of Pi/ate and Herod, bur hee conſt 
. dereth of all his afflitions, as of a cup put into his hand to 

drinke by his heavenly Father, and ſo forbidding his Apo- 
files to take revenge , he doth wich meeknefſe and patience 


ſeffer all,and withour grudging and repining drinketh vp 1, (8 of | 


the very dregs of this bitter potion. Whichnotable preſi- 
dents, if wee propound vnto our ſelues for our imitation, 
then will we not in diftempered paſſion and vnbridled fury, 
ftorme avd raggagainſithe meanes and inſtruments of our 
croſſes and afflitions, nor in burning defire thirſt after re. 
uenge, ſecking to eaſe our greefes by requitall of thoſe 
wrongs ypon our enemies,which they haue offered vnto vs; 
but rather with our Sauiour, we will pray for them that per. 
ſecute vs, ſaying, Father, forgine them, for they know not what 
they doe; for whileft they onely aime at their owne defignes,. 
and toatcheiue their malicious ends; they vnwittingly-and 
ynwillingly ſerue the prouidence of God in executing his 
righteous iudgments, and correCting the faults of his chil- 
dren and ſervants; yeaintruth they ſerue alſo the faichful! 
themſelues,cuen whileſt they ſeemero inſult and tyrannize 
ouer them, being vied by God asbug-beares , to make his 
| children to flee ynto him, as firesto purifie them fromtheic 
droſle; as files to ſcower the from the ruſt of their corrupti- 


ons; and asrodds to corre their faults, and to reclaime and Gregor.Mo- 
amend them fur the time to come. To which purpoie one *? -lib.20, 


faith, that the wicked man, asa foole even in ruling doth 
ſerve the wiſe and vertuous, and whileſt hee prefſech him 
downe,aduanceth him to a better fate; hereinlike ynto ſer- 
uants, who beeing made ouerſeers and teachers to their 


young maſters in their none-age for their inſtruion and. 
edu-- 


chap.2 2. 


_ 'Lib.2. 194 


Theſi.5.Ho- 
mil1o., 


| Chap.s6, 
That God xx the cheefe author of all our affliflions, = 


education, doe keepe them ynder and correR them; and 
yetnotwithftanding all this, they are their ſeruants ſill; be- 
cauſe they are ordeined to this ſe, that they may ſeruetheir 
young maſters, whileſt they profit-themby their beating: 
and therefore, becauſe the tyrannic and 1ll vſage of the 
wicked towards the good, doth purge them whilelt they af- 
flit chem, even their power doth ſeriie for the profit of the 
iuft, In which ceſpe& wee hauelitle cauſe to be furious in 
our anger againſt theſe inſtruments of our affliftions, ſee- 
ing they are ſo:overuled by God, that wee haue by them 
great profit and benefit; allthe hurt redounding to them- 
ſelues; for whileſt like rodds they ſerue or heavenly father 
to-chaſtize and amend vs, themſclues are torne in peeces, 
worne to ſtumpes, and beeing no longer fit for this vſcare 
caſt into the fire, In which reſpeR one aichythat when traps 
are laid for vs by our enemies, and iniuries offered; wee doe 
not ſuffer iniury, but they that doe it. For the Lord hath 
faid, that the ſoule that ſinneth,ſhall die; and he hath ſinned, 
who hath done the evil,and not he who hath borne and ſuf- 
feredit; and therefore let vs not reuenge thele iniuries; for 


then (like them who hurts) wee ſhall with the ſeelie bees, 


by ftinging them looſe our owne liues. And as we muſt not 
be enraged againſttheſe inftruments of our greefe; ſomuch 
lefſe muſt wee in our troubles and affliQtions ſue vnto them 
for eaſe and deliverance; for as the malefaRour doth notl{ue 
ynto the executioner, but onely vnto the Iudge, who hath 
ſole power to pardon, repriue or hange him; ſo muft not we 
put vp our petitions and ſupplications to theſe executioners 
of Gods righteous iudgments; but haue our recourſe by 
humble prayer to the Lord cheefe-Iuſtice of heauen and 
earth, who bath power in his handto refiraine their power, 
and to bridle their malice that they cannot hurt ys, 


Chap, 
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CHAP. VII. 


That all our affiiftions are ruled and diſpoſed by Gods moſt wiſe, 
5ſt and gracious pronidence, and of the comfert which ari- 
ſeth from rhrs conſigeration. 


LF 


ND thus haue I ſhewed that the Lordis the 5Sef.r. 
principall and cheefe author of our afflicti - That God by his 
ons, both as hee doth ordaine vs vnto them; ?!9#idence go- 


and alſo as hec haththe cheefe hand in exe. 77! a bu 
” creatures,and e» 


; VG cuting this decree. But beſides both ten ſpecially man, ſo 
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| the Lord is tne cheefe author and agent in as zothing hap- 
all our afflitions, as he doth by his wiſe and powerfultpro- peneth wnio bim 
uidencerule and diſpoſe of them , maugre the malice and 
might of all our enemies, ſo as they ſhall all turne to his 
own glory,and our ſpiritual & euerlaſting good.Neither are 
we fondly to imagine that the Lord created his creatures, 
and then left them tothe ordering and ruling either of the- 
ſelues, or vnto fate, chance and blinde fortune; bur he doth 
by the ſame wiſdome and power gouerne and diſpoſe them 
according to his owne good pleaſure; ſo that howſoeuer 
they oftentimes tranſgreſle and violate his will reucaled; 
yet they neuer croſle or hinder his ſecret will and counſaile, 
but inall things, notwithſtanding their malice and oppoſi- 
tion, he maketh them ſerue his prouidence, direQting them 
vnto thoſe ends for which they were created, Nor doth the 
Lord onely thus rule his cheeteſt creatures, or thoſe which 
arc inferiour, at ſome times, or vpon ſome waighty occa- 
fions, bur this all-ſeeing and all-ruling providence of God, 
doth extend it ſclie to the ruling and gouerning of the 
meanel}, cuen of the ſeclie ſparrowes, yea of a worthlefle 
haire , ſo as without his diretion and appointment they 
cannot lightor fall ypon-the ground, as our Saviour ſpea- 
keth. From which confideration ariſeth ſingular comfort 
yntoall the faichfull; for if nothing befalleth the moſt con- 
O | temptible 


but by hu ap= 
porntment, 


Lib.2. 196 Chap.7. 
That all our affi:{tions are diſpoſed by Gods pronidencr, 


temptible creatures, but by the wiſe guidance. and appoint- 

ment of their creatour ; then how much leſſe vnto men(the 

noble(t peece of this worldly workmanſhip)whoare worth 

many thouſands ofthem, yea vnto his faithtull ſeruants and 
children, who exceed in his valuation many thouſands of o- 

: ther men ? and this is that argument of conſolation which 

| our Sauiouc vſcth to comfort his diſciples, and to arme their 
patience againlt thoſe perſecutions, crofles and calamities, 
which ſhould afterwards beride them for the profeſſion of 

his name, {Are nor two ſparrowes (faith hee) ſould for a far- 

Math.10.29, #hing, and one of th:m ſhall not fail ts the ground Without your 
39 31. Father, yea end all the haires of your head are numbred, Feare 
» yenet therefare, ye are of more value then many [parroWes, But 

as Gods providence doth extend it ſelfe in more eſpeciall 

manner viito the fairnfull aboue all other men, ſo aboue all 

Plal.n,ot.15, other times, intnetime of theiraftliftions, ac-ording to his 
gracions promiſe; he ſhall call upon mee,and I will heare him, [ 

will be with himin trouble ; I will deliner him and glovific him, 

And thus the Lord taketh ſpeciall knowledge of the zfflic- 

- tions of his people that he might deliver them ; 7hauz ſure- 

Exod. 3.7. lie feexe (faith he) the trouble of my people which are in E opt, 
Lamen.i3-59:60 1y4 haue heard their crie becauſe of their tackr-maſters ; for 1 
hnow their (arrows; therefore I am come downe to deliner thera, 

With which meditation the afflicted Church comforteth 

her ſelfe in all her troubles and miteries: O Lor2(faith ſhee) 

thou baſt ſeene my wrong, indge thou my canſe. Thou haſt ſcene 

all th:ir vengeance, aud all their deuiſes again/ime,coc, 

C Sed. 2. Yea the Lord doth in his wiſe prouivence,not only look 
That Ge4; 1g. VAto, ruleand diſpole of the aft]; ctions themſe!ues which 

dence doth befall the faithfull, bur of all the cautes and circumſtances, 
”ule.t/{ theinfe- their ends and iſſues, manner, meaſure. and time of their con- 
7:07 124% 0 tinuance, For as for the cauſes of all afflitions, they are a1! 
ASHE abordinate yato him who is the ſupreme and principall 

and firt ſuch as i i Viarto coder 10 l > Dreaim . A) PrOfnclpa! 
are 11 6lors. © canfſe, and ſerue bur as inferio:'r meanes and inflruments to 
ble eff: his will and pleaſure, Por the better vaderttanding 
wherof, we areto know; that there is in nature a concatens- 
tion 
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tion, inter-linking and chaining of cauſes together, where. 
by inferiour cauſes are ſo ſubordinate one toanother,as that 
they all holde their ſubordination vato God, who isthe fir(t 
and principall cauſe; whereof ir commeth. ro paſle, that as 
one of them cannot wotke and mooue withourthe helpe of 
the next cauſe vnto which it is ſubordinate, as for example, 
fruits cannot nouriſh vs,ynlcflc the earth nouriſh them-nei- 
ther can the earth bring them forth, vnleſſe the Sunne ſhine 
and the raine fall ypon them: ſv none of them can mooue or 
worke,but by that vertue which they receive from God, the 
firſt ani! cheete cauſe, whereby they are inabled ro produce 
a!l their ations and operations. In regard whereot all tne 
 effcts and actions of ſecondary caules ( becing conſidered 
fimplye in themſelues withouttheir poyſon and malignitie 
of fi1nc) are not ſo properly the cftc&s of them, as of that 
cauſe which is firſt and principal), As for example wee can- 
not fo properly ſay, that our meate doth novtiſh vs, orclo- 
thes keepe vs warme, or that the ſunne doth lighten vs, or 
our friends prouide for vs; as that God doth all theſe things 
by them, namely as the chiefe cauſe working by his infiru- 
ments, And although theſe effects be properly and ficly at- 
tribured to their next and immediate cauſes ; yet more fitly 
and properly may wee ſay, that God doth by them nouriſh, 
warme,l:ghten and provide for vs, ſeeing trom him alone 
they haue all their vertue andefficacy, without which they 
could doe nothing. Forasthe Scribe is more properly ſaide 
- towrite, then the Pen, and he that maketh and keepeth the 
clocke 1s more properly ſaid to make it goe and ftrike, then 
the wheelesand peyzes that hang vpon it, and every work= 
man to effe@ his worke, rather then the tooles which hee y- 
ſeth, as his inſtruments : So the Lord whois the cheeſe a- 
gent and firſt mouer in all actions, may more fitly and pro«, 
perly be ſaid to effet andto bring to paſſeall rhings which 
are done in the earth, then any interiour or ſubordinate cau- 
ſes,ſceing they areall but his rooles and inflruments, which 
cannot moue of themſclues,but as they are ruledand gr 
= y 
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- by the power and providence of this heauenly workeman. 

And thus the Lord vſeth all his creatures both vnreaſonable 

and reaſonable to ſerue his providence in the affliting and 

chaſtizing ofhis children. Ofthe former ſort the examples 

are innumerable like vnto the huge hoaſt of the creatures 

themſclues; for thus the Lord vſeth the fire and water , the 

infection of the ayre, the barrennes of the earth, the winds 

and weather, raine,drought,froſts and mildeawes; the wild 

and bruite creatures; and thet not onely the ſauage beaſts 

which exccll in firength, andare armed by nature to doe 

hurc; but even the ſelie flyes, graſhoppers, cankerwormes, 

and caterpillers as the Lord threatneth,and the Prophet /0- 

Deut.:B, e/ſheweth, In which regard, howſocuer theſe croſſes infli- 

Tocl.1. Qed by theſe vnreaſonaible creatures ate of all others moſt 

_vncomtortable,becauſe,as it is ſaid of fire and warer, ſo may 

it of the rei, rhattney have no mercy, ſecing their fury is 

not mitigated by yeclding, their pitty 2ot moued by com-- 

plaining,nor their deſtroying force {layed dy.our intreating 

and perlwading; yet.in this haue the faithtull ſufficient con= 

lolatien,when they confider,that theſe no lefſe then the o- 

- ther are Go initruments for the effeRing of his will, and 

but as rods in the hand of our heauenly Father, witich are 

contem (as it were)tobetawed and rorne in pecces in vex> 

ing an(tormenting vs,if it be the pleaſure of him that made 

and ruleth them ; but yer cannot of themiclues giue vs one 

blow or ttcipe,butas thevare moued by.Gods wil and pow- 

er, as wee may {ee in-thepreſeruation ofthe Iiraelites from 

the plagues of gyprt,and from being ouerwhelmed by the 

&.SeZ.3. mercilefſe Sea ; inthe preſeruing of the three children inthe 

That Gods pro- fiery furnace, Daviellin the Lions den,and of Pan! from the 
wicence doth mortal ſting of the cruell viper, 

rule the inferi- Thelike alſo may bee aide of rhe reaſonable creatures, 

ol caules "__ which howſoeuertbey may ſeeme at their owne will and 

—_ -pleaſurero afthct and puniſh vs; yet is both their will and 

good and uit power ſooucrruled, limitted and overmaltered , bythe all. 

Angels, gouerning pawer and prouidence of God, that they cannot 

F ' FE 


goe 
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goc one foot beyond their tether, but when they are come —"* 
to the vimoſt bounds of their permitted liberty , there,will | 
they, nill they, they muſt make a ftand, and howſocuer they 
may fling and kicke to ſhew their will and malice,yet their 
power is fo curbed and refirained, that they cannot beyond 
their allowed limits dee vsary harme. And thus the Lord 
ruleth as his inſtruments in orr afflictions both Angells and 
' men; andthat both good and bad, For howſocuer the good 
and holy Angels are Gods willing minifters, to watch ouer 
and guard the faithfullin all dangers, and his ready meflen- 
gers to conueighvnto them his bleſſings and benefits ; yer 
when the Lord their malter and commandcer is pleaſed to 
vie them as his inſtruments in afflicting & correcting them, 
they are preft to doe his will. Howbeit they haue their com- 
miſſion whichthey ruſt obſerue,their time appointed when 
to begin, and when to wake anende, and the very number 
and meaſure of their blowes that they are to giue, which 
they neither can nor will exceed. Anexample whereof wee 
haue in the deftroying Angell ſmiting the Iſraelites with 2.S2w.24. 
the plague andpecſtilence ; whocontinued the execution of 
Gods iudgements til the Lord reftrained him,but no ſooner. 
Coth the Lord c« mmiad him to ceaſe,bur preſently he ſhea- 
theth his ſword of yengeance,and deſifteth fram doing any 
furcher harm.Sothe Lord intending to plague Ieruſalem by 
the miniftery of an Angell, firſt giueth commiſſion to ano- 
ther Angell that he ſhould ſet a marke vpon the forcheads 
of them that did mourne, andcrye for all the abominations 
that were done in the middeſt thcrof ; and then biddeth the 
deliroying Angell to goe throughthe Citicand ſmite, ney- 
ther ſparing nor pittying aoy, olde or yong, maids or chil- xzcch, g.4.5.6, 
dren, but with all chargeth him not ſo much as to touch a 
man, who by his marke was exempred front the common. 
calamity and deſtruQtion, And thus the fower Angels who 
had power giuenthem to kurt the earth and the Sea, are re- 
ſtrained from the execution of their commiſſion, ill theſer- pg, 2, 
uants of Ged were marked in their forcheads. Neither doth 
Q 3 - the 


Apoc.2z.10, 
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the Lord thus order and diſpoſe by his wiſe and powerfull 
prouidence the good Angels onely, who being his ſervants 
rake their cheefe delight in doing his will; but alto Lee doth 
often vie,& by the ſame wile providence diſpole ofthe wic- 
ked Angels and Diuels, as his inſtruments for the atfliting 
of his faithfull children. And when they thinke of nothing 
lefle then of doing his will, glorifying his name, or doing 
good to his Saints and ſcruants ; but contrariwiſe wholy 
ayme ac Gods diſhonourand their deſtruQion: euen then 
he ouerruleth them by his powerfull prouidence,& maketh 
them (mavgre their malice) to effc&t his will , and toſerue 
him vnto thoſe ends for which he imployeth them. In which 
reſpeR one well ſaith,y though the wil of Sathanbe alwaies 
wicked, yet his power is never vniuſt, becauſe hee hath his 
Will trom himſclfe, but his power from God, and therefore 
what he volawfully affcQtcth to doe,that God will not ſuffer 
to bee done bur iuſtly and lawfully, And this is the cauſe 
why the ſpirit which vexed Sawlis called the evill ſpirit, and 
Y Spirit of the Lord; namely the ſpirit ofthe Lord,in reſpe& 
of that iuſt power which was granted voto him by Godzand 
the euill ſpirit in regard of the defire of his vnjuft and maliti- 


' ous will, And thus he vied Satanin atfliRting /ob for the tri. 


al ofhis patience,thar it might be crowned with the greater 
glory; when as the Deuill aimed at nothing lefle, but one 

ſought rocauſe Job by theſe affiitions to blaſpheme God 
ynto his face, And thus he gaue-him from time to time his 
commiſſion which he could not paſſe. And ſo the Lord tel- 
leth the Angell of the Church of the Smyrnians, that the 
Deuill ſhould caft ſome of them into priſon ; but willeth 
them to be of good comfort becauſe it was not at his owne 
pleaſure, butat Gods appointment, who foretold them of 


theſe afflitions; not as long as he lift but only for ten daies, 


which was the time limited by God :not that hee might 
heereby attaine vnto hisowne malitious ende, which was 
that they might bee deſtroyed , but that hee might fur- 


; ther and aduance Godsend, namely that beeing tryed and + 


found 
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Found faithfull they might obtaine the crowne of life. And 
thereſore howſoever there can bee nothing more terrible 
and fearefullthen tro know that Sathan. who hath beene a 
murtherer from the Deginning , and an ancient enemy of 
mankinde, exceeding vs ſo much in power, and having his 
power ſo much exceeded by his malice, ſhould bee the next 
and immediate cauſe of our aftlictions; yet when wee con- 
ſider with all, that he is buta bare inſtrument inthe hand of 
God, which by his power and providence hee turneth and 
windeth at his good pleafurezand alwaies forceth him,whe-+ 
ther he wil or no,to ſerve for the aCuancing of his own glo- 
ry, & the ſpirituall good & everlaſting ſalvation of his ele, 
thereis in this meditation ſufficient cauſe to expell all feare 
and horror, and matter enough of patience & conſolation, 6 o, 


Finally the Lord thus ruleth and overruleth alltheincen- 7,,, - —— 
tions and ations of wicked men , when he vſcth them as his ,idence onerru« 


inſtruments for the — of his ſcruants; ſo as they can- leth the affions 


not begin to hurt them but by his permiſſion; nor continue 974 intentions of 
wicked men:and 


to vexe & molcſt them longer then the appointed time, And ,, 

when they aymeat Ky. elſe bur the diſgorging of their S— 
ſpire, the ivlargipg of their rule and ſoverai, oty, and the this confederatis. 
inriching ofthemſelues with the ſpoyle; the Lordaymeth at | 
the good of the faithfull , and by theſe chaſtiſements hum- 

bleth them by vnfained repentance, that they may! nor bee 

condemned with the world. And thus the Lord vſcd the 

Chaldzans and Sabzaps as his inſtruments for the affliting 
of ob, Saul, Shemeiand Abſalen, for the chaſtizing of Da- 

wid; Nabachadxezer,the Babiloniansand Aﬀſyrians, for the 

correcting of his people Iſrael]. In which regard hee calleth - 

him his ſeruant whom be had appointed to this workezand 

affirmeth that he was but as arod in his hand, wherewith he 

did viſit their ſinnes,and execute his righteous judgements, 
| Oe Afar (faith he) the rod of my wroth : and1he ſtaffe in their 

hands is mine indignation ; | will ſend kim to a difſewblimg nati- 
on, and 1 will gine him a charge againſt i be people of my wrath Efa.1o.5 6, 

to take the ſpoile, and to take thepray, and to tread them vnder / 
feete the the mire inthe ſireet, And not to inſiſt ypon more 
O 4 Exain- 


AQs.,2.23. 


Gen.z1, 29. 


Eſa.35-29. 
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examples; thus he vſed the Scribes, Prieſts and Pharifees, [«- 
da, Cairhas and Pilate, for the affliting and killing of his 
valy ſonne, that his death might be the price of our redemp- 
tion: In which reſpec our Saviour is called the Lamb ſlaine 
from the beginning of the world, namely, in Gods,eternall 
decree and purpoſe; andthe Apoſtle Pererplainly affirmeth, 
that he was deluered into their hands by the determinate 
counſell and foreknowledge of God to bee crucified and 
ſlaine, And howſocuer theſe wicked inſtruments which 
the Lord vſcth for the chaſtiſing of his ſeruants,ayme at no- 
thing leſſe then the effeRing of his will and aduancing of 
their good; yet doth he by his wiſe prouidence alwaies ſo 
ouerrule them, that they ſerue for cheſe purpoſes; & though 
they intend cheir ruine and even thirſt for their deſiruQion; 
yet when they haue,as Gods inſtruments effeRed his worke 
he curbeth &reftraineth their power and malice, ſoas they 
cannot goe one jotfurther then hee hath appointed them, 
Though at all times they are alike ſer vpon miſchiefe, and 
continually ypon all occaſions breath out their malice and 
reuenge ; yetonely then they haue power to touch the chil- 
drenof God, when hee permitteth them for his owne glory 
and their good, As wee may fee in the example of Labay, 
who implicitely confeſſeth that he purſued /acob to do him 
miſchiete, but could not becauſe God by a dreame had for- 
bidden him, In Sexacherib,who came purpoſely to deftroy 
Ieruſalem,but could not effect his will, becauſe the Lord put 
his hooke in his noſethrils, and led him backe from whence 
hee came, In Sal, who oftentimes praQiſed totake away 
Dams life,yet was never able, not that he wanted world] 
ower to cffe his will, but becauſe the Lord overruled him 

b his providence, ſo as hee could not hurt him, By all 
which and innumerable other examples it appearerh that 
wicked menare but the Lords inſtruments, who corre his 
children when hee pleaſeth, bur cannot ſo much as touch 
them till he permitteth them. And withthis argument the 
Lord by viſion cacourageth Pax/to the worke of the mini= 


Nery, 
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ftrie. Feare no! (faith he) but ſpeake and holde-not thy peace; 
for 1 am with thee, and no man ſuall lay hands on thee to hare 
thee, The conſideration whereof ſerueth for the ſingular 
conſolation of the faithfull in their affliction; for when (as 
it vſually commeth te paſſe) they are more vexed with the 
Gght of their enemies pride, tyrannie and cruel} inſolencie, 
theo withthe ſenſe of the euils which they, ſuffer from them; 
and are more troubled and frighted with the apprehenſion 
of thoſe dangerous eftects, whichtheir malicious rage may 
produce for thetime to come; then with all their miſeries 
cither paſt or preſent; then they are to remember, that theſe 
wicked. men can doe nothing by their owne abſolute will 
and power; but thatthey are wholy at:Gods difpofition,; as 
beceing inferiour inſtruments of this ſupreame. and cheefe 
cauſe,by whom he correcteth them, nor according to their 
' malicious luſts, to their ruine and deftruQtion; but agcor- 
ding to his owne wiſe and judicious pleaſure, for their ſpi- 
rituall good, and theeternall ſaluation of their ſoules.Then 
they mult call to minde that theſe impious worldlings are 
bur the ſlaues and ſeruants of our heauenly father, whom he 
bath appointed to corre@t vs for our faults; & although they 
much maligne and be atenimitie with vs; yet wee ſhall re- 
ceiue no hurt hereby; ſeeing our gracibus father ftandeth 
by and wil not ſuffer themto torment ysat their owne wits, 
bur appointeth the number of Rripes, and the meaſure of 
our correction, which notwithſtanding all their malice,they 
cannot exceede, norenlarge their crueltic aboue that which 

1s permitted ynto them, 


AQ .18.9.10. 


Yeabur why doth not the Lord corre@ his ſeruants ra- 9 Sed7.5. 


ther by his owne hand, then by the hand of a ſtranger, or 
' an enemie? And why doth hee nor let his chaſt:zements 
come purely from himſelfe, or by the meanes of innocent 


Why God rather 
v{eth theſe wite 
hed infruments, 
ihea correfleth 


creatures, or righteous men , executing his4uſt idgments vs by his owne 
by ivſt inſtruments, rather. then by wicked and vngodly band, 


men? who infuſe into them the poyſon of their maliciouſ- 
neflc,cmbirter them with their gaule. and ſpleen,ang pollute 
and 


Eſay 28.21+ 
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and defile them with their corruption? To which I an- 


fvere; that the execution of puniſhment in it ſelfe, being a 
ſeruile thing,doth not ſo fitly agree with the nature of God, 


who beeing the cheefe goodneſle, taketh his cheefe delight 


in doing good, & in communicating himſelfe voto his crea- 
tures;.neither doth hee willingly puniſh vs, but that wee in- 
force it ypon his iuſtice by our ſins; whereof itis, that when 
the Lord doth execute his iudgments, he is ſaid by his Pro- 
phet, to doc his ſfrayge worke,and his ſirangea??, And there= 
fore, becaule ir is not familiar and delightfull vnto his na- 
ture, hee doth it not by himſelte, but commonly allotreth ir 
to the Diuell and wicked men, who are the fitteſt to be his 
execuitioners, as beeing naturally diſpoſed te hurt and de- 
roy. Euen as among men it is an vſuall thing for the righ= 
teous [udge to vie wicked and baſe wretches, forthe execu- 
ting of his iuſt ſentence vpon maletaQtors, who have deſer- 
ued puniſhment; with whom notwithſtanding he doth not 


- at all communicate in their bloodie cruelty and ſpitefull 


malice, which they ſometimes exerciſe towards the perſons 
exccured, Neither doth it at all diſparage, or any whit de- 
tract from Gods iuſtice and goodneſſe, that the wickednes 
of finfull and vngodly men is intermixed with theexecu- 
tion of his righteous iudgments; bur doth rather magnifie 
his wiſdome and power, inthat hee can bring good out of 
evil}, and light out of darknefle; effeting his wt delignes 


by wicked inftruments, contrarie totheirnatureand inten- 


tion, For as it doth much commend the exquiſite skill of the 
workemao, when as hee can worke curiouſly with bad 
tooles; andthe arte ofthe Phyſitian, who of the fleſh ofthe 
Viper can make ſoueraigne methridate, and change this 
malignant poyſoninto an holeſomepreſeruative and coun- 
terpoyſon; and as the power and wiſdome of ſorre great 
commender doth gloriouſly ſhyne;when as he cannot only 
vanquiſh his evemies;but alſo make them fight on his own 
fide, and become his inſtruments of conferring good vpon 
his owne ſouldicrs: So what can more magnitie the wiſe» 
dome 
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dome,goodneſſe andpower of God, then that hee ſhould 
be able to perfect the faire and firaight workes of his righ- 
reous iudgments, by theſe crooked and crabbed infirumers? 
then to make the viperous generation of wicked men to _ 
ſerve for holeſome preſeruatives, which keepe his ſeruants 
from the contagious infetion of finne? And foto conquere 
theſe enemies of his glory andour faluation with his divine 
power, and ouerrule them by his wiſdome, as that they 
ſhall in deſpite of all their pride and malice, ferue his chil- 
dren for thcir ſpirituall vie and beneftc; and being them- 
ſclues wicked and cuill heJpe to acuance them to a higher © 
degree of grace and goodnefſe? And thisisone cauſe why */ 7* 7:45 bo- 
the Lord thinketh it fitterto ſerve his owne prouidence of te /00res 
wicked men,that he may bring good outofcuill, then not nition, Me 
to permit any euillatall. | | | 
And vnto this wee may adde, that as the Lord by vſing &,Sef7;6. 
theſe wicked inſtruments ſor the cha(tizing of his children, That God by'w- 
dorh manifeſt his mercy and goodnefle, in making them /ing theſe wic- 


 ſerue for the aduancement of their good; ſo. doth hee make hed raſtruments, 
maketh way for 


way for the manifeſtation of his juſtice, whileſt hee giveth pd 
thele wicked men vpto the exerciſing of their pres 6 dew 
cious and cruell luſts in the chaftizements of his ſervants, their deſtruia, 
whom they vniuſtly hate and maligne; that ſo hee may after when thereis 
he hath puniſhed one ſinne with another, make way for de. ” 0 further vfe 
ſerued vengeance, and take occaſion iultly to increaſe their * _ 
puniſhments in this life, and their more fearefull condem. 

nation inthe life ro come, Foras the wiſe and loving father 

having reformed his childe by correction ,' and made him 

refpectiue and carefull in the performance of all god duties; 

doth to giue him contencment, and affurance of his Joue 

and clemencie, vpon the continuance of his good courſes, 

caſt the worne rod. which is paſt vſe into the middeſt of the 

fire :So doth the Lord caſt theſe wicked inſtruments, which 

are(as he calleth chem) the rodds of his wrath, into the fire 

of deſtruction, wherhee hath no further vic of them for the 


chaſtizement of hischildren, that fo they may the more ſe- 
X | curely 


Melits indica- 
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eurely reioyce inthe aſſurance of the loue of their heauenly 

father,and in the ruine and ouerchrowe of his and their e- 

nermies.So the Lord threatneth that when he had accomplie- 

' ſhedall hy worke vpon monnt S:0n and leruſalew, hee would 

Efa.10.12.16. wire the fruite of the proude heart of the king of Aſtur, and his 

glorious and proude lookes, ſend:ng among bu fat men leauneſſe, 

- . andkindling vnder hu glory a burning, like the burning of fires 

The like iudgement is denounced againſt proud Babylon, 

that becauſe when y Lord being wreth with his people, Cid 

pollute his inheritance,and giue the into their hand,ſhe cid 

ſhew no mercy vnto they, but did lay her very heauie yoke 

ypon the ancient, therefore he would bring vpon her ſud- 

denly in one day, the loſſe of children and widowhood,that 

; is,deſolation, and ſhamefull diſhonour, And thus the Lord 

Eſa-47.6.9. profeſicth, that he was greatly angry with thecareleſſe hea-. 

Zachdi.l5.' * ;hey in that when be was angrie with his people but alule,chey 
belped forward the affliftion, 

 «Sefl7 Yea but how can the Lord in iuſtice ſo ſeverely puniſh 

| 4 on WI wicked menfor aftlicting of his children, ſecing they are 

op 3 Wi Is - x 

with Gods ix. Þurt bis ipfiruments, which nave done that onely which hee 

flice topun:ſhe appointed theme 1 anſwere, thartius ſerueth nothing for 

wicked mcn,for their excuſe , nor doth any thing at all exrenuate their 

bagirg beene DIS, Mtinefe; for howlocuer they inafflifting Gods ſeruants 

_—” doe the ſecret will of God, which no creaturein heaven or 

z bis Re | 

iudgments, | Earth is able to withſtand; this maketh nothing for them, 

ſeeing chis hidden will, was never propounded asa rule vnto 

which they ſhould conforme their actions : butthe Lord 

hath giuen vnto vs the knowledge of his willreuealedin 

his word, vnto which hee requireth conformitie and obedi- 

ts by this they are enioyned to loue the faithfull a- 

boue all others, and by all good mcanes to ſceke the aduan- 

' cing of their good; whereas contrariwiſe they doe hate 

them ſo much the more, affliting and perfccuting them e- 

uen for this thing aboue all others, becauſe they are of the 

houſhold of faith, and of Gods;owne familie; who make 

conſcience of their waies, and will not run with them into 


the 
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the ſame exceſle of riot, Neither do they at all ayme at Gods 
end,or cuer think of effeQing of his counſailes & ſecret wil; 
bur they only labour toeffe&t their own malicious deſignes, 
and to accompliſh their owne wills, whereby they deſire to 
glut their crueltie, and ro. aduance themſelues out of the ru- 
ine of Gods ſeruants. Sothe Lordfſaith, that whereas in his 
cret counſaile,hee ſent the King of Aur again(t his people 
coafflict chem for their fins, he rhowght of nothing leſſe; nei- 
ther d1d ts beart eſteeme it ſo; bat he onely imagined to deſtroy 
ard cut off not a few nations; that he might make all his Prin. 
ces Kings; and fo himſelfe a mightic Monarch. Thus it was 
the will of God toaffl:& Dwid by wicked inftruments, as 
heealſoreucaled it ynto him by his Prophet; buc'they neuer 
once dreamed of doing that which God had decreed; for 
A5ſaton aymeth at the ſatisfying his ambition by viurping 
the kingdomne; eAchiophel ar the making of the people 
more boiJe and refoiute in following of Az5ſalorn againlithis 
father, when by 1s abhominadle fact ail hope of reconcili- 
ation berwceen them, ſhouldbe quite cut off; and Shemeiay- 
medart nothing bur at the cafing of his ſpleene, and dit- 
gorging his malice by his rayling and reuiling, Finally, ic 
was the will of God thac his Sonne ſhould dye forthe re- 
de:npion of mankinde; bur thoſe wicked inſtruments 
which were vizd for that purpoſe, never ſo much as thought 
of accompliſh.ng this will of God, Bur rhe Prielts, Scribes, 
and Paarifies iought in all their proceedings to eftabliſhe 
theirowneeltates,to maintaine their reputation. among the 
people, and withallcroreuenge themſclues and farisfie their 
malice againit our Sauiour, who by diſcouering their hy- 
pocrifie blemiſhed their glory,aad wrought then out of the 
fauour of the people, And fo /adas aymed at alitle gaine, 
and to enrich himſelfe with the price of blood, And Plate 
feared the loſle of his place by off:adiag { «ſar, or to haue 
 initthoſe inconveniences which might befall him by diſ- 
plealing thepeople. Inall which reſpe&ts,as the fin of theſe 
wicked inficuments towards God is not atall extenuated, 


Eſa.1o.7.8, 


2 Sam,13, 


pr Lib.2, | 208 | C hap.7, 
EY That all our aff\iftions are diſpoſed by Gods pronidence, 
by their executing of his hidden counſel], ſeeing they doe it 
not in obedience vnto God, but(being overruled by his pro- 
uvidence)whether they will or not: ſo doth it nothing at all 
leflen their wrongs and injuries againſt the fairhtull, in that 
they are but bate inſtruments, and the Lord the ſupreame 
and principal! cauſe of all therr affiiftions, ſeeing whereas * 
hee aymeth in them at their ſpiritual! good and fa/nation, 
theſe wicked men doe althey doe out of malice ard hatred, 
andthat totheend , that they may heereby bring them to 
ruine, | 
&.Sef7.8, And inthisregard as theyare not to look wholly vnto the 
Thatweare not Who are buc the 1rſtruments, nor torefpedt one!y their ma= 
-Herlrtoneglctf Hitious purpoſes and dcefgnes ; burto have thcir eyes fxed 
Ie nj -ri07 principally ypon God who is the ſupreamecaule, and vpon 
7 4 th #7" thoſe excellent ends at which hee aimeth in theſe their cha- 
« i; BY if:merts and correRions ; ſo neither are they wholly to 
negle& them;but as in receiuing benefits we do ſoacknow- 
ledgethe Lord to bethe principall author and fountaine of 
them; as that we do not forget to render due thanks and re- 
ſpc& vnto thoſe, whom hee, vſcth as the inftruments of our 
good: ſo inall our afflifions which are impoſed ypon vs by 
the meanes of theſe wicked men; as wee are to looke vnto 
the Lord, the ſupreame cauſe of them, that heereby humility 
and patience may bewroughtin vs; ſowearealſo to looke 
vntothe wicked men themſclues,as inſtruments and meanes 
of our crofles and mjferies;hating (though northeir perſons 
yer) their malice, rage and cruelty ; and vſing all good and 
Jawfull meanes,v-hich eyther the word of God or ſpirituall 
wiſedome can ſugge(t voto vs, whereby we may croſſe them 
in their wicked purpoſes,and free our felucs from their iniu- 
ries and opprefſions ; having heereinthe worde of God for 
, our warrant,which enioyneth vs to vſeall honeſt courſes for 
our preſervation, the repelling of iniuries and the aduancing 
of our owne good ; as allo ro hate all evilland iniuflice 
whereſoener we find jt ; whether it bee direRted againſt our 
ſcues, or apy other : and the Saints of God for our prece- 
- dents, 
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dents, as Moſes, David, Ez:chias,the Apoſtles, yea our Sa. 
uiour Chrilt himſelfe, as might bee ſhewed by many inſtan . 
ces,ifit werenotin itſelfe cleare and euident, So that how. 
ſoever in divers afflictions we are to looke only to the hand 
of God, which doth yſe inferiour cauſes as meanes and in- 
ftruments co inflict his judgements and chaſtizera*nts , ha. 
ing in themſelues no maligaity nor will co hurt vs,as when 
he cauſech the aire to infeR vs, the water to drowne vs, the 
fice to burne vs; in which caſes we are not to blame the crea+ 
tures which are priuiledged from malice and fin, and are bur 
Gods bare inſtruments forthe effeRing of his will:yet when 
he viech wicked men for his inſtruments, as wee are cheefly 
to looke vnto the hand of God, ſo wee are to haue ſome re- 
ſpe vato them inregard of that malignity and fin which is 
12 them, whereby they deſire our hurt and deſtruction, For 
in all affli tions we arero confidernotonely the ation and 
worke as it is finplynarturall, and the diſpoſition of th?m to 
the manifeſtation of Gods glory, and our good, in which 
reſpet God is the cheefe author of them}; but alſo an acci- 
dentall confuſion & malignity ofthe ation; which is whol. 

-ly to be aſcribed ro mans corruption by whom it is perfor - 
med;the former whereof being good and iuft we are tolike 
loue and imbrace; the other we are to hate and fleeas being  - 
vniuſt,corrupt and wicked, | 

Andehus it appeareth that the Lord whois the principall G47 

and ſupreame caule of all our affli tions, doth ſo gouerne LN T7 
and ouerrule all ſecondary and iaferiour cauſes and meancs jjnucmuf the 
by his moſt wiſe and powerful! prouidence , that when ex:s of iaſ2riour 
they ſceme molt ro oppoleagainft him, rhey d 7c but effeR cr1ſcs that hee 
that which he willethand hath purpoſ*d troibe done, Wiher- m_ 

* - _ {crac for bis fit 
uponit alſo followeth that as hee diſpoſ=rh ar his plealure, 27 ...1,- 
of the cauſes th:mſelues, ſs alſo of all th:irends, making ';; azz zlory, | 
then all ſcrue tothe furthering of his ends, which.are the and tbe ſaluatid 
ſupreame and chcete of all,as namely his owne glory, & tal-. 9/ v2 elect, 
wtion of hisele&, and that when they ſeeme tolooke ano* 


ther way, and to be nor onely oppolite to his purpoles, my 
| allo 


Eſa.10.7. 


Apoc.2.10, 


| Zib:2; | 210 Chap.7. 


That all onr affliftions are diſpoſed by Gods pronidence, 
alſo infinitely contrary one vnto another, And as the Pla- 
nets haue. euery one their owne motion in their proper - 
orbe differing from all the reft,. and moſt of all from the 
motion of the primnns mobile, or that which is firſt moued, 


bur yet contrary*to their owne motion are ouerruled and 


daily carried withit, and as a man walking on the top of the 


| hatches a contrary way tothe motion of the ſhip,doth not- 


withſtanding goe that way which it goeth, becauſe hee is 
moued with it; ſo when the motion of our wills doth excee- 
Gipgl y yarie the one from the other, and all ſeeme to drive 
eo a contrary end then that at which God aymeth ; yet are 
they all ſo overruled by his power and providence,in whom, 
we liue,mouec and haue our being;thatat laſt we meet toge= 


'ther and bend that way whether he intendeth. All which 


is brought to paſſe after an ynknowne manner and by ſuch 
hidden courſes, that we know not whether wee goe , much 
leſle are we acquainted with the motion of others, carrying 
them tothe ſame maine end; like vnto many riuers, which 
by diuers and contrary waies, runne naturally and freely in 
their owne current vnto the maine Ocean, and yet neuer 
thinke whether they goe , and much lefle of their meeting 
in the ſame Sca. And thus all the ends of the King of Afar, 
and all his armie were by God direRted to that maine end of 
chaſtifing his people and puniſhing the wicked and rebelli- 
ous; although (as the Lordplainely affirmeth) hee never fo 
muchas thought ſo,orcueraimedat this end, So the diuels 
end incafting the Saints into priſon, was that being tormen« 
red they might be brought ro make an Apoſtalic from the 
faith; but the Lord maketh Sathans end and ation ſerue to 
further the end which he had propounded ; namely that by 
theſe affliions they might be fryed,and beeing approoued 
mightbe crowned. It was hisend in affliting /ob to bring 
him vntodeſiruction,by cauſing him to curſe God ynto his © 


. face; but God maketh the Devils aRion and end to-further 


bis,which was, that he might bee glorifiedin the triallofhis 
graces,the faithful edified by his example, and that /o&bim- 
ſelfe 


| ſelfernight beficed and | 
ſure ofhis bleflings here,and o 
life a ls 


oucrloued: TheTſmaclitiſh marchants reipeQed wars} ons 
ſtand 


windeby vnderandingche meanmgo his dream; the, 3. © | 


perſecuteand accuſe him, to vphold gheirſtazeandbencur 
by removing their enemie; Pslate-condemnath; him; out:of 
 fearcandfla fy to keep his grace with Ce/ar,and io pleaſe 

the people; the-fayldiers crucihe Hina gue bſbabarops proce 
dinefſletonreceiueareward, and, tojbrotfituhemiclees with 
the ſpoylc.of his garments; the Diuell 'vſerhzhem all ashis 
flaucs and vaſials out of his malice to markindeyg$þ24 hee 
Might hindex our faſuationby ceſroying our Sauiogr. Buc 
Godeverruleth by. his gracious and-waie providence. both 
him and chems makipg all their goo andaftions to —_— 


FL 
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That x our affillldirure dyofetby Gor yronidente, 
the forthering; of bismeſi louing'and:mercifullend;; even 
when they moſt oppoſed againſt it.namely the redemption 
and faluation'of all hisde& by theiprecious death, and all- 
ſulficienc ſacrifice sfjiinmioerne Some, By all Which ir ap« 
pearer'1;;'thac whileſt the Dwell and-wicked men purſue 
theirowne ends: the Lord attaineth his, ard whileft in af- 
fiting Gods ſeruants;they wholy aire artheir deflruQisn; 
the Lord by his providence ouerrubing all their putpoſes and 
endeatou?s ;' miketh thettwhein ar rpran of eiething 
Jeſſe ro ſerue for'theplpriffying of his Holy! tame iti the mas 
nifcſting of bis giaces and che ſatearion of the ſovles of his 
afflicted children; So that they are ichis haridinthis re- 


_ peR,-like' che arrow i1-the hand of 8 cunning archer, 
': which flcethrothe ingrkt? and 'yer knowerh nor'whethet 
'- iris going; for thoughthey bee well Icquainited with their 


i 


 ownemahcious ends, '#hd purfoe with'alFgreedineſſe their 


owne intentions; yer oftentimes fayling of them, they ne= 
ver faile the furthering of thoſe ends which God hath pro- 
pounded yaro all their ations, R—_ they goe blind- 
folderottiem, andnevet (Gmuchias:rthink&sf them: The 
confideration whereof thay'gteatly comfort vs'in all our 
afflitions impoſed on vs by wicked ten; for when wee ſce 
our ſclues affaulred by them on every ſide, all'of them ay- 
ming atotr hureand defiruiont inthe generall; but yer ca- 
ried:therettitobytheir particularedds ; ons oor of malice 
to our perſons, aftotheroutof defire to revenge miſconcet> 
ved wrongs, and ſuppoſed iniuries.' This man outof coue- 
roulneſle __ after a prey inourſpoyle; and another 
ourofprideandambitionſecking ovr-downe fall, that hee 
maytlay the fouridatijonof his owne glory ant honour; it 
the vines 6four eſtate; he out'ofeny and Hatred, thinking 
tharhe is better, if hee make vs worſe;' and another our of 


| bis greedinefſe labouring to make vs' worſe, that hee may 
© \ make himſelfe better; then are wee to remember there.is a 


ſupreame providence; wiſdome and'power; which oter- 


ecthandoverſooketh all their ations and ends, and when 


they 


Chap, 


, 


Lib,2:” | 23 . Chat 
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. they aremo(tcager in purſuing their. gelignes; dath ma, 

them,when they thinke leaſt of, ro.ſcrue himforthe cffe- 
Ring of all his counſailes and purpoſes, ;and the furthering 
and aduancing of thoſe his maine ends, cuen his owne glo- 
ry and the faluation,asof all the faithfull,ſo.alfo of vs among 
the reſt. Te | | FEST 


v3 . 


And thus doth Gods providence ſhew it {clfeinthe ends & $277; 16, 
of our affliftions, and of them that doe afflict vs, diſpoſing That Gods jro« 
ef them all for his awne glory and our good: The like allo widence ode. © * 
may be ſaid of the manner, meaſure and time of our afflii- 7!» and apo 


ons; all which hc ſo erdereth and ouerculeth, that nothing 


befalleth vs, either 19 the manner, meaſure or; continuance ;; ;/peft of theix 
of them, butby the wiſe guidance of his all-ſecing proui- manner,nmea- 
dence, For he hath as wel appointed how we ſhal come into ſure and contt- 
afflictions, as what we ſhal ſuffer; & chough there bein the 7%=ce, 


2 thouſand range. tcircumſiances,,;.and-ten thouſand vn- 
| thought ofaccidents, and ynexpeRedcaſualitics;much.con= 
 fulion anddiſorderin reſpect of ſecondaric meanes, and in- 
numerable errours anFmiſiakings; ,yet-is there nothing is. 
them allvntohim.caſuall;and accidental, but all foreſcene 
and forc-ordained long before; neither avy confuſion or 
errour, but all in a dice& otder and methode,one cauſe, pro- 
ducing .and drawing on anether, like the diucrſe linkes of 
the tame chaine, as may plainly appeare if wee doe examine 
the former examples..;So doth hee bythe ſame proujdence 
ſhare out.vnto ys the meaſure of ouraffiicions, giuing ynto 
vsa'conucnient draught of this biteer pociog, according to 
the proportion of our irength and paticnce. Neither doth 
hee let looſe the Divell and wicked men to affpult- vs all at 
once, 2ccording as their fiirie would cary them; bur like the 
maſter of the matteries he fitzesh-by ,.and. appointeth ſuch 
aduerfarics to contend and: wraſtle.with vs, as-may onely 
exercize ovr:patience, and notwholy vanquiſheand ouer- 
 comeit.And:as be appointeth the manner and meaſure , ſo 
8lſo the time of our affliiions, which althertnalice and turic 
'of our.cnemies eannot any iot lengthen or prolong. As wee 
my | _ inay 


Exod.12.41, 


| Daniel 9.3. 
21.23. 


Apoc 241 0. 


Jer.3 0.11; 


"— Tibis: / 


18: 
That al dur aſ\:1T;ons are diſpoſed by Gods promidence, 
may ſecinthe$00;yeares a 0790s tothe Iſraclites in the 
Egyprian ſeruicude, which being cxpired, they came out,” 
mauvopre all che malice of their ene:nies, the ſame day; in the 
70. yeares of the' Babiloniſhe capriuirie, at the expiring 
whereof Darietprayeth for deliverance; and hath preſently 
= ſuite heard and granted; and in the afflitions and per- 


- ſetinions of the Church of Swsy94, raiſed by Saran, which 


is reſtrainedtoa determinate time of ten dayes, Andthus 
the Lord ordereth our afflitions, both in reſpeR of the 
cauſes, manner, meaſure and end,(as 1ſhall have occaſion 
to ſhew more ſully heresfrerYin regard whereof he is faid; 
to corre vs iniudgment for our amendement; and not in 
wrath. to-cut-vs off. Which argument: the Lord vſeth to 
comfort his 'afflited Church in her captivitie z Feare not 
(faithhe) Omy ſernant Tacob, for I Willdeliner thee, 5c. 1 ain 
with thee (ſaith the Lovd)toſantther, though I otterly deffroy 
al the nation} where { haneſcattered thee, yet will not utterly 
deſtroy thee,but I will corrett thee by indgment, and net viterly 
cat thee off, The which confolation let ve:apply vnto our 
felvesin all 'oprcroffesand affiiRions, and: confideringon 


| theonefide, that the Eord is the cheete cauſe and amthorof 
them; md -alfo-ordeteth- and/difpoſerh them 'by his-wiſe 


aid powerfull prouidencez that'Satan and wicked men are 
but his bare infiruments whomherulerh at his pleaſure, and 
chat whatſocuer they intend andaymeat,hemaketh-altheir 
purpoſes and deuicesto' ſerve hisewne ends; and finally; 
tharhe appointeth-boththe manner,neafurc & cime ofouc 
confli and rriall;and on the other fide, that:he who doth 
all this; isvnto vs no ſtranger orenemie, buc our mottdeare 
and gracious father, whohath ſoloued vs: that hee hath nor 
ſpared to giue his onelyi:and. beſt-beloued Sonne toithe 
death for out redemptiongawho can, becauſe he is able, and 
will, beeauſe hee ſo muchzendereth vs, turne all our croſfes 
into comforts, and makesthem ſerue as meanes tofurther 


our ſaluarion; Jer ys notonely with patience and 'comfort, 


bur evcn:wich thankſgiuing and reioycing holde ouvin all 
bi our 


Bibi” © "dy | Chap.B. 

Of the deſerning canſe of all on afflifitions. 
our trialls and ſuffer with meckenefle and quiet contented- - 
nefſe wharſoeuer it ſhall pleaſe him to lay ypon ys, 


— 


— 


Cruaye, VIII. 


Of the meritorious and deſerning canſe of our affiftions which 
& otr finne : and of the comforts which ariſe from this con- 
ſraeration, 


=, Nd thus haue I ſhewed what are the effici- g 5,5 x 
| 2 © cnt cauſes 'of all our afflictions; as alſo the Tha: i i the 
*SS/A\L comforts and conſolations which dog a deſeruing cauſe 
SAS\\F, wc from the conſideration ofthem ; now 9 *ffiftionss, | 
>>> wee are to proceede vnto the cauſes moo- WY 
ving and inciting the Lord to lay ypon vs theſe affli- 
Gions : and theſe-are of two kinds; the fuſt is in vs, which 
ts the meritorious caufe of all our crofles; the other is in 
God, which is his loue inclining him thus to chaſtize vs,that 
we may not be condemned with the world, Firſt therefore - ” 
(as order requjrerh) wee will intreate of the, meritorious | 
and deſeruing cauſeof all our miſcriesand calamities, that 
out of the meditation thereof wee may lighten the burthen 
of our croſſes, and make them morecafic to bee borne ypon 
the ſhoulders of patience. The cauſe meriting and deſeruing 
afflition is finne, which is that ſtrong cart- rope or cable, 
whereby we draw-ypon vsal affliQtions & miſeries, whether 
weconfider them as the puniſhments of a righteous iudge; 
or the chaſtiſements and correQtons of a gracious Father, 
And this the Lord plainely ſheweth vmro vsin the 28. chap- 
rerofthebouke of Deuteronomy ; where hauing promiſed Deut,28,a5, * 4 
altbtefſiogsand benefits , and allo proteQtion and cxempti- _- 
on fromall miſcries andeuill, to thole who keepe the com. 
mandernents of God ; hee afterwards annexeth a ſcuere 
threatning tothe tranſgreſſions theteof, namely,thac if rex 
did nes obey the voice of the Lord their God, ro keepe and ave th 
EE | P3 is 
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b. 2. | 2176 - Chap,8, 
Of the deſeruing cauſt of all our affliltions, 
bis commandements, then all his curſes , ſhould come vpon and 
onertake them ; and ſo expreffeth a large catalogue of them, 
from the fifteenth verſe tothe ende of the Chapter, So the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of thoſe that are inpriſon and captivity, 
Plalm.107, 11. faith that chey dwellin darkenes and in the ſhadow of death, be- 
he's ing faſt bound im miſery and iron; becauſe they rebelled againſt 
the words of the Lord, and deſpiſed the connſell of the moſt high. 
Andalittle after he affirmeth, that fooles (hee meaneth fin- 
+  ners) by reaſon of their tranſgreſſion , and becauſe of their inj- 
Verl17.34. , quity are afflited: and that God turneth a fruitfull land into 
deſart barrenneſſe for the wickednes of them that dell therein, 
So the wiſe man maketh afflition to be (as it were)the ſha- 
dow of finne, which doth alwaies attend ypon-it ; affliftion 
_ = (faith he) folloWerh ſinners ; but wnto the naghteous God Will 
0:23.90. . . 
recompence goed; and the fruit and harueſt which commetrh 
of the linners ſeed time, for as he ſaith, Hee that ſoweth ini- 
guity ſhall reape affliction, and the rodde of his anger ſhall faile, 
Lam.3.39- Andmoftplainely the Church in the Lamentations, affic- 
; meth. linne tobe the cauſe of al our ſuffrings; mas (ſaith ſhe) 
<Gen.47, J#ffereth for hi ſinne, Inregard of which neere neighbour. 
- heod,and inſeparable vnion berweene fin and puniſhment, 
- linked together with the bond of Iuftice and Gods righte- 
| ouswudgement,thcy are confounded intheir names,and pu- 
| niſhment is ſignified by the name of ſfinne , for ſo the Lord 
Verſ.13; faith ynte Caine; If chow doeſt not oh heth at the dere;that 
| is, due puniſhment deſerued by this linne, and contrariwiſe 
whereas it is ſaid, that his puniſhment was greater then hee . 
; could beare, it may be alſorendred, thathis fin was greater 
| then could be pardoned. And as this truth appeareth direR< 
| ly by the former teſtimonies;ſo alſo bothby the examples 8& 
confeffions of thoſe who haue beene afflited, Concerning 
the former the Lord faith vnto the people of Iſract, that their 
finne was the cauſe of their diuorcement from him; and that 
for their iniquities and — they were ſoldeinto 
captiuity, and their mother (that is their Church and vati- 
_ was forlaken, Sothe Prophet /eremy inthe name ofthe 
To OL Lord 


Lib. 2. : a Chap.s, 
Of the deſerning canſe of all or afſiftiont, . 

Lord ſaith thus vnto them ; thy waies and thine inventions 
hane procured thee theſe things, ſuch « thy wickednes, And a- 
gaine, / baxe ſtricken thee with the wound of an enemy, & with 
4 ſharpe chaſtiſement, for the multitude of thine iniquittes, be* 
cauſe thy ſinner were increaſed. Why cryeſt then far thine affli« 
dtion? thy ſorrow is incurable, for the multitude of thine iniqui= x 
fies, Becauſe thy ſinnes were increaſed, I hane done theſe things 
onto thee, And this the Prophetacknowledgeth in his lame- Lam.1.5.8. 
tations, in the name of his Church and people; rhe Lorde 
hath affiifled ber fer the multitude of her tranſgreſſions , and 
her children are gone into captinity before the enemy, leruſalem 
bath greewen(ly ſinned, therefore ſhe is in deri/ion, &c. Finally 
our Sauiour implyeth this truth in his eech cothe man 
whom he had cured of his griceuous diſcaſes; Behold (faith 
he) chow art made whole, ſinne no more, leaſt aworſe thing come Ioh, 5.14. 
vnto thee, And to the ſame purpoſe one of the ancients vp- 
on the example of ons, ſpeaketh fitly, As ſoone as [ores 
(faith hee) centred into the ſhippe ; God cauſed the ſurging 
waues to riſe and ſwell, to teach vs hereby, that where there 
is finne,there alſo is atempeſt, and after diſobedience fol- 
loweth a ftorme. But being deuovred of a whale, hee not-""?"* 
withſtanding liueth; to learne ys heereby , that as to him 
that liveth in ſfinne, a ſhip is no ſafeguard, ſo to him who 

tby repentance hath pur it off, neyrher Sea nor beaſts are 
hurtfull or pernitious. And heereof it is, that being to cure 
one ficke of a palfie, hee firſt taketh away his fin, before he 
taketh away his diſeaſe, Sonne(ſaith hee) bee of good comfort, - 

thy finnes are forginen thee; and then Ariſe and take vp thy bed, Matih. 9.2.6, 
and goe to thine , Mags ſo the afflited Church having af- 
firmed that mar ſuffereth for fix , perſwadeth to repentance | 

8s the onely meanes to remoue their crofles and calamities, | 

becavſethereby ſinne which is the cauſe of them isremoved 19902-3:4% 
Let vi(faithſhe)ſearch and rrye our warts ,and twrne againe to 

the Lord, Byall which it appeareth that finne is the onely 
deſeruing cauſe which moueth the Lord to ſend affl;Rions; 
the which is moſt conſonant with Gods moſt infinite truth 

| P4 and 
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Lib.2. ? -21$ Chap.s, 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all our affuttions, 

and iuftice; and that whether wee conſider them as puniſh- 
ments.inflited vpon the wicked ; or chaſtiſements. wherby 
he correReth his owne ſeruants & children: for whatcan be 
more righteous, then y he ſhould infli& thoſe iudgements 
& puniſhments vp6 wicked men, which he hath denounced 
in hislaw againſt the tranſgrefſorstherof, whether they.con- 
.cerne-this life orthe life to come; ſeeing all both by right of 
creation & continvall preſeruation,are bound to obedience 
vpon condition of reward and puniſhment;as being the yal- 
fals and ſubie&ts of this great King of heauen and earth? and 

- what can bee more juſt, yea andfull of mercy then for-the 

+ Lord to chaſtize the faults of his children and ſeryants,'that 

he may reclaimeghem from their finnes, and withhoulding 

them trom the broad way which leadeth to deſtruction, 

may draw them by this atflited ard Rtraight patch, vto 

that happines which they formerly loſt by following the 

delights of fone? To which purpoſe one ſaith, that itisiuſt 

with Gad to ſcourge eucry ſonnewhom hereceiueth, that 

we who were baniſhed out or ou of Paradiſe for our 

. rebellious defiring valawfull delights, ſhould againe be rc 
_—” Rored&receivedgby our meek luffring of forrows'& croſſes, 
Tem4.,  G&beingrunawaiesby doing evill, ſhould bebroughe again 
and repoſſeſſed of our happineſſe by ſuffering euill; doing 

there againſtiuſtice,and ſuffring heere for juſtice. In which 

regard wee are to iuſtifie God in all hisiudgements, and 

beare with patience that which hee ſendeth,. not,anely be- 

cauſe it is vnlawfull to repine andfirive againſt them ; but 

Pfal. 119. 237. becauſe the Lord heerein willeth nothing but that which is 
E7'5- lawfull and « xpedient. For which we have the Prophet Da- 
9.Sect.2. . vid for our example,who.approueth Gods judgements; not 
prune ahh onely-in generall crying out,righteoms art thou O Lord, and 


* doe not alwaics © 


' affliff v5 for ſin: iſt are thy.cmdgements ; but alſo particularly in thoſe which 

"et this is the beſt himſelfe ſuffered ; [know O Lord(faith.hee) that thy indge- 
uſe which we 62 ments are right , and that thou baſt affiitted mee inſtly or in 
make of aff (t1- truth. | 


ons to aſcribe the - 
to pur ſims, 


'Yea but the Scriptures teach ys, that our ſinnes are nct 
| _ alwaics . 


Lib.2.' 219 Chap;18, 
Of the deſeruting cauſe of all onr affhlitioneg, =» 
 alwaiesthe caufes of our afflitions, .and that there are di- 

vers other cauſes which moue the Lord tolay:vpon his chil- 

- dren theſe crofles and calamities: for thus the Lord atflicged 

Abraham while ſt herequiredgbedieace to that difficult 8& 

grievous commandement of ſacrificing his ſonne , not for 

the puniſhment of flis finne,, .buc for che triall of his faith; 
and thus'/ob endured manyceroſtes ant ealamities,not fora - 
ny finnes committed by him, burfor the-tryall and appro- 
uing of his loue, faith, patience, obedience , and other of 

Gods graces, againſt the calamitiesand wickeg ſlanders of 

the Deuill; And etr$2uiourfaith directlyofthe blind mas, 
' thathe was notpuniſhed-with thatgreat infitmisy 07; ber for 


bis awne ſinne or the ſinne of bis parents; but that theworkes af Joan 9.2. 


God might be made manifeſt in him, To which I anſwere that 
in truth God doth by atflictions as well make triall of his 
graces in vs;ascha(tize vsforour fines, and chat beſides our 
iniquiries and tranſgreffions, there are. in Gods fceretcoun- 
ſels other cauſes of our crogfles and calamities, bur ſeeing the 
Lord hath in his word denounced theſe miſcties and afflic- 
tions again vs. as puniſhments and chaliſemems for our 
.iniquities andcranſgrefſions; arid:doth nor reveale vato vs 
when hetryeth vs, and when hee correterh vs ; therefore 
leauing Gods ſecrets vnto himſelfe,weare not to looke vn- 
to-his hidden counſels, but vnto his will revealed, and ac- 
.cordingthereunto weare alwaiesto-make this.yſe of our af- 


A:Rions, that when we are inadged we are chaſtened of the Lord, 1. Cor 11.32. 


and iuftly corrected and puniſhed for our finnes ?.Neither 
ſhall we need to feare any greaterrour in this behalfe,ſecing 
beſides all our other tranigreflions wee brought enough 
ſinne and corruption into the world with vs, to deſerue all 
the puniſhments of this life,and the life to come; and. cuery' 
man hathirrhim ſofficient fuell for the fireof vengeance and 
puniſhmenr.if Gods iuſtice and wrath doe onelyioflame it, 
Yea rather let vs know, that this is the- bet and ſafeſt 
courſe to aſcribe our crofles to our, finnes deſeruing them, 


becauſe (though we.erre inxeſpettoff Gods ſecret purpoſe, 
ee Oo | in : 
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lerm.$.6, 


lob.7.20. 


$.Ser.3. 


That all our 
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fliions ob fliQions to be brought vnto the ſight of our finnes, that we 


Of the deſerning canſe of all or afſlifiions. 


in ſending chis afflition which wee preſently ſuffer) wee - 
- ſhall take occafion thereby the better to humble our ſelues 


ynder the hand of God, to approue and iuftific his righte- 


ous judgments, and to repew our repentance by ſorrowing 


for our ſinnes, as being the cauſes of all our ſmart, and la- 
bouring to mortifie and forſake them for the time to come, 
Whereascontrariwiſe the errour of not aſcribing our affli- 
Rions to our finnes —_— them, when they are in truth 
for this onely cauſe inflited by God,is moſt dangerous and 
pernicious; ſeeing it continueth vs in our wickednefſe, and 
hindreth our repentance;accordifg tothat complaint of the 
Lord by the Propher. 7 hey gene themſelnes to deceit, and 
would not returne ; I bearkened and heard, but none ſhake 4- 
right, no man repented bime of hu wickedneſſe, ſaymg, what hane 
[ done? enery one tarned to their race, as the horſe rwuſveth into 
batrel. And therefore the ſaints of Godin all ages, leauing 


-Gods ſecret counſels ro himſelfe, haue euermore inſiſted in 


their ſinnes; as the onely cauſe of all their affliftions; ſo ho- 
ly David complaineth; There i norbing ſound in my fleſh , 
becanſe of thme anger ; neither us there reſt in my bones , be- 
canſe of my ſfune ; and the Prophet cryeth out in hisprayer 
for the people, Bebold thou art angry, for we hane ſinned; and 
thoſe there famous worthies, Daniel, Ezraand Nehemiah, 
in thoſeexcellent prayers which they make in the behalfe 
of themſclues and their people, acknowledge their finnes 
to be the cauſes of all their calamities, Yea euen /ebhimſelfe 
who was in truth afflied for the triall of his fpirituall gra- 
ces; howſoeuer hee defendeth bis innocencic againſt his 
three friends, to maintaine his vprightneſſe and finceritie 
from their falſe calumniations and aſperſions; yet hauing 


| todeale with God, hee acknowledgeth his finne to be the 


cauſe of all his calamities, / hawe ſin»ed (ſaith he) whar ball 7 
doe wn to thee; O thou preſerner ef men? cc. And why doeſt thou 
not pardon and take away mine iniquitie? | 

Whoſe example we muſt imitate, labouring in all our af- 
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Lib.2. 227 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all onr afſiiftions, 


may bewaile and forſake them. And — that God bring vs 10.4 


ut viſiteth /72bt of ſrune and 
. repentance for 


it, not onely in 
. Bs generall, 5ut al- 
nerall manner aſcribed ovr croffes ro our iniquities as the [; ;z particular, 


doth nor onely in generall correct vs for finne ; 
our ſpeciall finnes with ſpeciall judgments and afflitions; 
therefore let vs not content our ſclues to have in ſome ge- 


cauſes of them; bur let vs alſo ſearch out our ſpeciall and 
particular fins, which are the cauſes and occaſions of thoſe 
miſeries which we preſently endure and ſuffer : that raking 


more particular notice of them; wee may in more eſpeciall_ 


manner repent of them, and more effeQually labour in ſub- 
duing and mortifying them, And for our direRion heerein, 
let vs conſider of certaine fignes, whereby wee may know 
when the Lord correQtetha particular finne with ſome ſpe- 
ciall puniſhment or chaftizement. Whereof the firſt is, when 
being afflited with ſome ſpeciall iudgment, after exami- 


nation we finde thatin the Scriptures ſuch a puniſhmentis - 


denounced a_ ſuch a ſinne; as when affiance in the cre- 
ature is puniſhed with their inſufficiencie and imporencie 


' whereby they cannot, or infidelitie and treacherie, where- 


by they wil not affoord vnto vs that helpe which we expeR 
from them. When pride is puniſhed. with deieRion and 
contemptz; whoredome with barrennes' or want of poſte- 
ritie; idolatrie with adulterie, and fuch like. Secondly, 
when as our finnes are putiſhed by law of requitall like for 
like; as when hauing diſhonoured God by ſcandalous fins, 
the Lord in the very ſame doth diſhonour vs; when hauin 

committed ſpirituall adulterie, we or oursareleft of God, 
to commit corporall filthinefſe ; when having negleted 
our duties to our parents, our children doe negle theirs 
vBto vs; and when hauing oppreſſed our inferiours, we our 
ſclues are opprefled by our ſuperiours, And thus did God fit 
Daxids chaſtizement to his offence, in the finne again /- 
riah; for becauſe hee tooke his neighbours wife to commit 
adulterie with her; the Lord tooke his and gaue them to 


ene of his owne houſe, yes ynto his owne ſonne, his deare 2-54m.12.10, 
darling e£6ſalov, to be abuſed by him in filthic inceſt, _o Ts 
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Jn Siuennd.1c 
That much co, a ngthushabe I ſhewed, not onclythatour finnesin ge- 


nerall arc the canſcs ofall.cur crafies and calamiries, butals 
ſo.our ſneciall fins, of oily more. fprotþU-mileried@agiaſitis 


1ons: 


fort arifeth from 
the confideratio 
of the meritbri- 


Of the deſerzing cauſe of at onr affiiftions. 

becauſe he had ſlaine Yriah with the ſword; therefore the 
ſword did nor depart from his houſe, but the ſame Ab/a/on 
doth firſt ſlay bis brother «Ammon, for thatinceſtuous rape 
committed with his ſiſter 7 amar;wherin there was a double 
puniſhment of Davids double fin; and afterwards rebelling 
apainſt him,neuer refted till he had expelled him our of his 
kingdome,and ſeated himſelfe in his royall throne, So when 
the people of Ifracll enquiredin the land of their caprivitie, 
wherefore the Lord did bring vpon them thole affli ions 
of bondage and cruel feruitude,the Prophet is commanded 
by the Lordto giuethem this anſwere; Like as ye haxe forſa- 
benmic; and ſernedſtrange Gods in your land; ſo ſhall je ſerne 
ftrangers'in a land that ts not yours. /Thirdly, when as we are 
taken inthe very a&, and our finne preſently is attended by 
our puniſhment;asDauids numbring of the people withthat 
fearfuil peſtilence ; [oras: his fleeing {from God with thar 
dangecrousrtempeſt; and Pans cruell perſecution with ſud. 
daine blindnefle and aftoniſhment, ;Fourthly, when as our 
owne covſcicnces:doe iudge and condemnevs, as hauing 
brought vpon our ſelues ſuch a puniſhment by cammitting 
fuch a finne; forthe conſcience 4s Gods deputie ro convince 
vs, being guilty as worthy of: ſoch judgments; and to pur vs 
in minde chat ſome ſpecial} finnes commicted, haue brought 
ypon vs {uch ſpeciallpuniſhments; as we.may ſee in the ex- 
ample of /oſephs brethren, who adiudged themſchues as 
worthy of all the miſcrics which'they ſuffered, becaule they 
folitle regarded the- cry and-intreatie of their brother in 
hisafflitions, Laſily, when as our finne in it owne nature 
bringeth forth ſuch a puniſhment as the ſruice thereof; as 
whenbeggerie followeth idlenefle or waltfuJnetſe; weake 
nefſe and ficknes, the linnes-of yucleannefie, anddouble 
plagues: doe accompanie impenitencie. aud. hardneſle. of 
hearr, HIER | | 4 
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Lib.2. 2 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all our affliftions. : 
ions : of which truth when our judgments arc throughly EN 
informed; after we haue made yſe of this knowledge for the _—_— of - 
: : - iflioas, which 
renuing and increaſing of our repenrance, both for our fins ;; ,,, ſins Firſt, * 
in generall, and thoſe which more eſpecially prefſe the con- becauſe we baue 
ſcience withtheir guilt,and the whole peiſon with their pu- 79 iu cauſe of 
niſhiment; we may in the next place make vſe alſo thereof paws —— 
for the firengthening of our patience : and that in diversre- {J ,,141 i 
ſpeQs. Firſt, becauſe wee haue no iuft occaſion of murmur- x;fe/!ed, and we 
ing and repining; ſecing God, as his iuflice necefſarely re. receme 20 
- quireth, doth juſtly execute his righteous iudgiments ypon 197% 
vs for our ſiines, and according” ro his reucaled truth infli- 
Reth thoſe puniſhments which he had in his word formerly 
threatned; andif he ſhould pot thus do;puniſhing ſin wher . 
focuerhee findeth it, and ſhewing his deteſtation of ir in 
whomſoeuer it is, he might be eſteemed prrtiall,and his iu- 
Nite and truth would receive impeachment, When' there- 
fore the Lord acquiteth and cleareth himfelfe from ſich 
impurations, and manifefteth his iuſtice and truth by corre- 
Ring and chaftizing vs for ourtranſgreſſions; there is no 
' cauſe of ſorrow and mourning (but onely for our ſinnes, 
whereby we haue vrged God vpon the neceſſity of ſhewin 
histruth, and inftice to take theſe courſes with vs) valeſte 
we would be found enemies vnto God, and aduerſaries to 
theſe excellent attributes, whileſt weegreeue becauſe hee is 
righteous in his iudgments, and true of his word. Neither is 
there any cauſe of impatiencie, yea rather in this refpeR 
we have uſt cauſe of ioyand comfort; in that Gods iuſtice 
and truth are magnificd in ouraffi ions; for betterit were 
that heauen and earth were ytterly deſtroyed, yea both wen 
and Angels damned ynto hell, then that the glory of God, 
who is the cheefgoodnefſeand ſupreameendofallthe crea- 
tures, ſhauldinthe leaſtdegree be dimmed and blemiſhed, 
But eſpeciallyhane we caufe of reioicing andthaokſgining, 
if we couftder thatinall theſe our affliions the'Lord doth 
not ſo muchpuniſh ys for ſinne, as finne in vs, mortifying 
and ſubduing it, that by the-death and ſubicRion thereot, 
| | | We- 


Lam.3-29. 
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- Of thedeſerning cauſe of all onr affifions. 
we may live andraigne with him. Euen as the Surgeon in 
applying of the corrafie,hath no quarrel to his patiept, nor 
aymeth athisrorment; bur onely ſetkerh to abate the ſwel- 
ing tumour, and ro draw out of the forethe core of cor- 
ruption thatit may be cured. Secondly, as this confidera- 
tion may worke in vs patience inreſpect of Cod, ſo alſo in 
regzed of vs, ſeeing wee ate not at all wrongedin our pu» 
niſhments, nor haue any iniuftice cffered vs by God, but 
doc onely ſuffer thoſe miſcries and croſſes which wee haue 
iuſtly deſerved, and have pulled vypon vs by our owne fins. 
And therefore when wee are exerciſed with any affliition, 
we haue no more reaſon to con-plaine of God, nor to re- 
pine againſt his righteous iudgments, then the malefafour 
hath to cry out againſt the righteous Iudge, or to grudge 
againft the iuft ſentence pronounced by him; nor have more 
cauſe when we are in ſickneſle, prilon, poucrtie or baniſh» 
went, to bend all our angerfand malice againfi Gods mini- 
ſtersand inferiour inſtruments, exclaming againſt the op- 
preſſions of our magiſtrates, the falfitie of our accuſers, the 
ilnefſe of the aire or vnholeſomeneſſe of our dyet; then the 
condemned perſon hath to maligne the priſon. walls that 
incloſe him, the fetters and bolts chat bind and clogge him, 


' "the Scherife and officers that lead him to execution, or the 


hangman who by authoritie is appointed to execute the 
ſentence which the iuſt Judge hath worthilie pronounced, 
Bur if there bee any cauſe at all of complaining and exclai« 
ming, it is at our fins which haue cauſcd the Lord our righ- 
teous Judge to take theſe ſeuere courſes again vs, for his 
owne glory, in the manifeſting cf his juſtice, andvurevers 
laſting good, by reforming vs of our finnes. If therebe any 
reaſon of greeving and mourning z it 18 becauſewee! haue 
deſerued theſe iudgments,, ardnot becatiſe:the Lord:hath 
juſtly inflicted them, In which regard the affliited Church 
demandeth, wherefore rhe lining man # ſorrowſull, ſeeing be 
ſoffereth for his /inne, Vuleſſe wer had rarher vncerſtand the 


| laſt wordsasan anſycre. tothe queſtion, namely thatthere 


1s 


bl 


a Of the deſerning canſe of all wr affliftions, 
is no other cauſe of forrowing, but that his finnes have deſer- 
ued tobe thus puniſhed, And in anothet place ſhe ſaith, char 
ſhe wilkbeare the wreth of the Loyd, becauſe ſheehad finned 4- 

ainſi him, To this purpoſe one faith, tharby a right know. 
Jedgeof the waight of our ſinne, wee doe much lighten the 
waightofour puniſhment. And that the greete ofthe whip 
is much temperedandmitigared, when the fault deſeruing 


+ E © . 
Chap.8, 
, 


Micah.7.9. 


Per boc quod 


culpe pondus 
cognoſcitur affii- 


it is dnely acknowledged, euen as every paticnt doth more d10n4 pena le- 


quietly ſuffer the launcher ofthe ſurgeon, by how much 
morecorrupt the ſore is which he cutteth. : 

Yea bur it may bee that the party afflifted may truely oh- 
ieR, that he is innocent of the faule which is made the occa- 
fion of his puniſhment ; that hee is wroygfully {landered, 


ugatur.Gregor, 
Moral lib.10, 
cap 5. 

$ Sedt.5. 
Their obicftion 
anſwered,who 


vniuftly opprefled ; and hardly'intreated for his kind viſage; ſay that they ſu- 


& what place can there thei be for patience ? or how can he #7 a5 innocents, 


make vſe of the former comforts, ſeeing hee ſuffereth thoſe 
puniſhmenes which he hath not deſerved? I anſwer with the 
Apoſile , who art thou O man that diſputeft wth God, And 


with E/tphaz,I demand;ſhall man be more infl then God?or ſhal Row. 9. 


# man be more pure then his maker ? Beholde hee found no ſted- 1 


faſt neſſe in his ſerwants , and laidfollie yon his Argels; how 
much more in them that dwell irhbouſes of clay, whoſe foundat;- 

on is in the duft ,which ſhall be deſtroyedbefore the morh ? But if 
thou wilt yet further reaſon the mattery then know, that 
howſocuer thou art innocent inreſpeR of the finne, which 
is the occafion of thy croſſe , yerthe Lord doth-not puniſh 
thee vnivuſtly and before thou halt deſerved ir; for thou waſt 
borne the ſlaue of ſfinne and Sathan,the childe of wrath, and 
enemy vnto God; and therefore art deferuedly lyableto pu. 
niſhment ; thy body and ſoule were wholly polluted with 
originall corruption; and rhereforeare iuſtly the ſubies of 
croſſes and calamities; for where fin pleadeth ful poſſeſſion, 

there puniſhment alſo may of due, chalenge admiſſicn and 

entertainment. Beſides what a numerous offpring of :tuall 

tranſgreſſions, hath ſprung our of the wombe of this fruirful 

-mother? and of how many gricuous finnes doſtthou Rand 

| is acculed 


ob,4.17. 18, 


Of the deſerving canſe of ale aſſittiont. = 
accuſed and condemned before the tribunal of Gods iuftice 
by the verdiR and teſtimony of thine owne conſcience; for 
euery one whereofthe Lord may iuſily inflit ypon-thee this 
and farre greater puniſhments, alchough thou be;jinnocent 
of that fault which beeing imputed ynto thee is the caule of 
thy afflition ? But thou wile further obieR that though be- 
ing guilty of many ſinnes againſt Ged thou art deſerued! 
puniſhed, and therefore haft greatreaſon to beare it with 
< patience; yet thou art innocent in reſpe& of men; and ther- 
fore being by them vniuſtlypuniſhed and yexed; thou. haſt 
juſt cauſe of impatiency and complaining. To which Ian- 
ſwere, that wee have lictle cauſe to-ſfiand much vpon the ſe- 
condary cauſes and inferiour inſtruments, whenas we con- 
{ider that God the ſupreme and principsll cauſe of all our af+ 
fictions doth puniſh vs iuſtly;nor ſo. much ro infift ypon our 
righteouſnefſe rowards men , when as our copſciences are 
guilty of many finnes againſt God, which haueguſily deſer- 
ued theſe and tarre greater puniſhments, eſpecially conſide. 
ring that the former worketh in vs rage and impatiency, 
Patienteriniu- Whereby wee are made viterly ynfit to beare ur burthenz 
riamillatam to- wheras the latter being dulic thought on maketh vsto beare 
lerat qui pie me- with humility and meckenes, all crofles and miſcries which 
+ agg >. byrheſcinferiour inſtruments dbe happen vnio vs, For (as 
beat in quo debe- one.ſaith) he patiegtly ſuffreth wrongs and injuries, who re= 
at ipſe tolerari. ligiouſly.remembreth that he hath in himlelfe finnes & cor- 
Tuxc illata con- ruptions which in reſpe of God doe neede toleration, and 
ilia bent tole. then with meckenes we indurerajlings andrevilings,when 
"1 - mtg in our conſciences and ſecret cogitations we looke backeto 
ad mal? perpe- Our evils.committed; an example whereof wee have in Da- 
trata recurri- mid whopatiently heard Shemeirailing againſt him, becauſg 
us.Gregor. though hee: were innocent inreſpeR ot him, yet hee found 
2.$4#.16.10- hjmſelfe guilty of many finnes againſt God, which had juſt 
ly deſerucd farre greater puniſhments. And ſecondly Ian- 
{were that as it is a meanes of patience to. conſider that wee- 
ſuffer iuftly deſcruced puniſhments from the hand of God; 
ſeeing it is moſt yncomfortable once to imagine tat the. 
I | cheefe 


*. *. 
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227 
Of the deſerning canſet of our afflitionr, 
cheefe iudge ofheauen and earth, ſhould deale vorighteouſ- 
lye, becauſe there is no limits in doing where the power is 
infinite ; ſo is there great cauſe of patience and comfore 
when we ſuffer vniuſilyat the hands of men, both becauſe ic 
is a ſingular mercy of God,in that when we are guilty of ſo 
many linnes for which wee might iuftly have all the affliti- 
ons of this life impoſed vpon vs,he paſſeth by them all, & is 
content that we ſhould ſuffer in our innocency &righteouſ- 
nes; and alſo becauſe ſuch ſufferings are very beneficiall & 
fruitful ynto vs,as hauingy promiſe of cuerlaſting happines; 
For bleſſed are they ( as our Sauiour hath pronounced the 
which ſuffer perſecution for righteonſneſſe ſake, for theirs ts the 
Kingdome of heanen, And bleſſed are yewben men renile you & 
per ſecnte you, CZ} ſay all manner of exill againſt you for my names 
ſake falſely; Reioycoand be glad for great is your reward in hea- 


' Chap. 8; 


Gen.18. 25. 


m) Marth.5.10.11 


I .Per.3, I4. 


#er.Sothe Apoſtle Peter ſaith, we are bleſſed if we ſuffer for Verſ.17.18. 


righteouſnes ſake,&in this regard, wehaue no cauſe to fear 
| their fear,neither to be troubled, And affirmethic to be wach 
better (if the will of God be ſo) that we ſuffer for well doing, then 
fer euil doing;ſeeing herein we be like our maſter Chriſt,vbo 
ſuffered for ſinners the inſt for tbe uninſt,thathe might bring vs 
to God, And therfore he exhorteth that none of vs ſuffer as 4 


wurtherer, or 4s atheefe, or an enill doer,or as a buſie body in 0- ; per. x5, 


ther mens matters, But if as any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let 


him not be aſnamed; but let him glorifie'God in this behalfe,Of AR 5.41, 


which precept himſclfc and the Apoſile Zh are good pre- 
cedents and examples, who being beaten for a goodcauſe e= 
uen for preaching inthe name of Chriti; depart from the 
councellreioycing that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 
rebuke forhis name, Whom we are to imitate,comforting 
our ſelues,when like the Apoſtles wee may ſuffer in our in- 
nocency for a good cauſe, rather then when like offenders 
and malefaRors, vnto the heavineſle of the puniſhment is 
added the waightof faultines and the guilt of fine. For as 
che Apolile ſaith,this is rhankeworthie, if a man for conſcience 


towards Godendare griefe,ſuſfering Wrong fully. For what praiſe 1.Per.2, 19,30; 
Q i 


$$ 7.6. 
That God infli- 
feth on vs far 
| lighter puniſh- 
ments then our 


ſos acſerne, 


Plal.103.10, 
> 


ler.30.1I. 


Mal.3.17. 
Pſal 103.13. 


dSelt.7. 


_ 22s  _ Chap8, 
Of the deſerwing cauſe of our affliftions.. 

5: it, if hen being buffered for your faults ye take it patiently ? 
but andif When ye doe well,ye ſuffer wrong and take it patiently, 
this is acceptable vnto God. 

And thus may wee firengthen and coyfirme our patience 
in the conſideration of Gods juſtice, puniſhing and correc= 
ring vs for our deſerts and demerits; but much more may we 
comfort our ſelues in the conſideration of his mercy and 
goodnes whereby he is moued gratiouſly co ſpare vs, infli- 
Qing vpon vsfarre lighter and leſſer puniſhments then our 
finnes have deſerued.For he doth but lightly couch vs,when 
he might iuftly cruſh vs in peeces;and(as it is ſaid of the Per- 
ſian nobles) when wee offend againſt our Prince andſoue- 
raigne; in teadof tormenting our bodies he doth bur beat. 
our garments,deprining vs of the trifles of this life,and cor- 
reQing vs eyther by ſome corporall infirmity,or in our out- 
ward eftates when out finnes haue deſerued the fearefulleſt 
of his plagues. So that in our greateſt affliRions, weehaue 
iuſt cauſe ro confeſle, and thankfully ro acknowledye, with 
the Prophet David, that hee hath wor dealt with vs after our 

ſmnnes, nor rewarded vs according to onr iniquities. For hee 
doth-not corre ys in the rigour of his iuſtice, bur (as hee 


Lib.2. 


faith) in og, not looking what our finnes haue deſer- 


ued, bur what wee are able tobeare; and knowing whereof 
wee bee made, and remembring that we are but duſt, full of 
frailty and infirmity, he proportioneth our afflitions,not ts 
our fins, but to our irength, which being ſo-feeble that wee 
cannot -indure much , hee doth lay vpon vs light chaſtize- 
ments for haynous finnes, and but ſeldome correQeth vs for 
our innumerable offences, Hee doth not puniſh vs as a iudge 
according to the quality of our offences, bathe ſpareth vs as 
a may ſpareth his owne ſoune'that ſerneth him; and 45 a Father 
hath compaſſion en his chilaren, ſo hath the Lord compaſſion on 
them that feare him, | 


All which mercy and pitty ſhewed vnto vs by God in our 


The hainouſnes Chaſtiſements., will more cuidently appeare, if we conſider 


 » of ſrain it owne 


on 


Lib. 2. 229 Chap.$. 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all our affliftions, * 

on the one fide, both how hainous and-capicall finneis in it 7%, ſpeed 

owne nature, and alſo how detefiable, odious, and ebho- for VET; ther 

minable it isin his ſight, and on the other fide in what mon- by offended. FE 

. ftrous manner,and meaſure,we are defiled with it, The hai- 

nouſnes of finne will appeare if wee cenfider the perſon a- 

gainſt whom itis committed, or the puniſhment which by 

the iuſtice of God is allotted to it, The perſon againſt whom 

itis committed is the Lord himſelfe, the ſole Kin g and mo- 

narch ofheauen andearth, who is in his owne nature infinite 

in glory, maiefly, power, mercy,goodnefle and all perfeGi- 

on; and inreſpe& of vs moſt worthy to be ſerued and obey- 

ed,as beeing obliged yntohimin thattreble band of creati- 

on; preſeruation and redemption ; whoſe will and law is vi- 

olatcd and tranſgrefſed by every finne, and ſuch a contempr 

and outrage offered by che finner againſt his crowne and 

dignitie, that as much as in him lyeth heetaketh away his 

rule and gouernement, defeateth him of his kingdome and 

ſoueraignty , and deyying ſubicQion and allegeance ynto 

him, yeeldeth obedience vnto his arch-enemy the deuill, 

and acknowledgeth him as his Prince and King, Now if a 

faultbe to bee aggrauatedeyther by the dignity of theper- 

ſon againſt whom it is committed ; or by the yngratitude 

of the party who doth commit it, as offending againſt ſuch 

an one as hath well deſerucd of him;then how infinite 15 the 

guile of our finne, commirted againſt ſo ipfinite a maicſty, 

the King of heauen andearth, in whom,we live mone and bane , » , 2.28 

our beeing , and from 'whom wee haue receiued whacfocuer © 

good thing we doc inioy; and thatby vs who are not onely 

ſo baſe and contemprtible, but alſo ſo infinitelyindebted and 

behoulding vnto him, < S228 
Secondly the hainouſnes of fin appeareth by the puniſh- þ - a” 

ments which the tuſtice of God hath allotred vnto it; the of fo _ wr, 

which may be conſidered eytheras they are denounced in ,gyſaderation of 

Gods word,or inflicted in his works;the-one being the ſen- the pur ſhnents 

tence of condemnation, the other the execution. In reſpe& which Gods t- 

of the former we find that the leaſt finne,and but once com- ou allotteth 1 

Qu3: mitted * 


Deur.27.28, 
Gal. 3.10, 


Deur.zs.15. 


DV 


Gregor, Moral. uer conſume 


lib.g.cap.48- 


Lib. 2. | : 230 Chap.8$; 
Of the deferning canſe of all ouy aſflitions, 

mitted, and thatin thought onely doth make him who com- 
mirteth itlyable and ſubicAto the curſe of the law, accor- 
ding to the ſentence pronounced by God, and repeated by 
the Apoſtle : Carſed i# enery man that continueth not in all 
things which are Written in the booke of the law to doe them, 
ynder which curſe is contained and compriſed all the feare- 
full plagues and puniſhments which are incident vnto this 
life, as all ficknefles , diſcaſes and ſores of the body, which 
are ſo many that they would require a great part of our liues 
to number them; and ſo grieuous and jntolerable, that the 
very naming of them would appall andterrific vs: all diſa- 
ftrous accidents which impoueriſh and ruine our eſtates; all 
fhame,contempr,diſgrace and infamy,wrongs and iniuries, 
whereby our names are blemiſhed and blotted, and our p 

ſons oppreſſed; ſcorned and troden ynder foote - all terrots 
and troubles of mind, korror of conſcience , doubting and 
deſpaire; with that vnſpeakeable griefe which doth accom- 
pany them ; alarge catalogue of which miſcries-we haue ſer 
downe by Gods own direQionin the eighth and twentieth 


chapter of the booke of Deuteronomy. All which though 


they.be incomparablie more and greater, thenany one man 
indureth in this life, yet-are they-without all compariſon 
lefle then thoſe helliſh and euerlafting punifhinents, which 
the Lord hath threatned againſt wicked men in the life to 
come, For as one ſaith, the damned ſufferin hell an end 
which hathno end; a death witheur death, a continual con- 
ſumption without waſting ; becauſe their death euerliuverh, 
their endis alwaiesin beginning ;and their decay neuer de- 
caycth; but they are daily healed that they may bee woun- 
ded,and repayred afreſh that they may bee deſtroyed, they 
are cuer dying, but never dead , cuer conſuming but ne- 

» alwaies burning and broyling , but never 
quite waſted and burnt vp. But'that we may notthiak theſe 
terrible threatnings of iudgement and puniſhment denoun- 


' ced againſt finne in thebooke of God,to be but paper-ſhoe, 


which by the ſound thereof onely affrighteth , bur burterh 
not : let ys looke intotke.iuft execution of this dreadful ſen+ 
: _ rence 


231 TO +: Sr ,.$. 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all on affliftions, - 
tence in thislife; where we ſhall fade how haynous fine is 
in Gods ſight by thoſe fearfull puniſhments, which he hath 
inflited on thoſe who have commitrred it, And to paſſe by 
the examples of Gods yengeance executed ypon finnersin 
all ages, recorded in heatheniſh and humane Hiſtories : 
and thoſe which euery man hath obſerued in his owne ex- 

crience, let vs onely look: into the holy Scriptures,and 
ſet before our cies ſome few examples of many, which wee 
finde there tegiſtred for our vic, And there we ſhall behold 
the whole world drowned ſauing eight perſons; and all that 
goodlybeawtic of theearth defaced and negleQted; all her 

ay ornaments ſtripped off and caſt away becauſe they were 
{tained and blemiſhed with mans fin, There we ſhall ſee So- 
dome and Gomorrah flaming and ſmoking with fire and 
brimftone,that the land might be vnburthened and purged 
fromrheſe filthie inhabitants;and(as it were) aired and freed 
from the noyſome ſtinke of their ſins: And Egypr plagued 
with great varietie of grieuous puniſhments , becauſe vnto 
the huge multitude of their other fins, they added outragi- 
ous oppreſſion,and malicious crueltie againſt the people & 
church of God. Yeathere we ſhal ſee the Ifraclites theſclues 
after they were choſen for Gods peculiar,ennobled with ſo 
many royal titles ,and ſpeciallfauours from God, endowed 
with ſo many priviledges and prerogatiuesabouecal the na- 
tions ofthe carth, and made famous by the deftrution of 
their enemies, and their meruailous and miraculous deli- 
\ uerance; yet for all this expoſed ro Gods wrath, and de- 
ſtroicd by his fearcfull plagues, when they travſgreſſed 
his commaundements and finned againſt him. Among 
theſe wee ſhall finde Corah, Dathan and eAbiram , men 


Lib.2, ; 


noble and great in their families and tribes, and much Num,16.30. 


aduanced in ſpeciall fauours from God aboue the common 
ſort, yet when they ſinned by their rebellion, ſwallowed 
aliue by the earth, and deſcending quick intothe pit, Yea 
when the Lord had choſen againe out of this choyce, 
and reicRing the ten tribes of Iſracll for their ſinnes, re- 


Q3 _ reined 


| _ Chap.$. 
Of the deſerning canſe of all our affliftions, 
teined in his ſpeciall fauour the people of the Tewes; yet 
when they likewiſe ſinned againſt him, wee ſhall finde 
them, firſt greeuouſly plagued at home, and afterwards 
by their enemics ouerthtowne, led into caprivitie, and af- 
flited with much miſery; and being reſtored ypon a ſecond 
criall, for theif#finne in reicRing and crucifying Chriſt our 
Sauiovr, finally caſt off, their cities ſacked and ruined, their 
land made deſolate, innumerable numbers deftroied by the 
ſword and famine, and the remnant reſerued to be ſcattered 
. among all nations, that they may be vnto them aſcorne and 
hifling, and daily ſpeRacles of Gods wrath, exan ples of his 
hatred ynto fin, and continuall remembrancers toputthem 
in minde whatthey-are to expe for the like finnes, who 
being wilde branches, were grafted into the true Oliue tree, * 
when the Lord hath left ſuch a fearfullteftimonie of his ha« 
tred againft all impietic and vnrighteouſneſle, in breaking 
offand deſtroying the naturall branches, for bearing and 
' bringing forth theſe fruits of wickedneſſe. Butaboue all 
examples of Gods wrath in the ſcucre puniſhing of ſinne, 
are thoſe of the firſt and ſecond eAdam, The formet of 
which for tranſgrefſing one onely commandement,, by cat- 
ing the forbidden fruite, and that!but once onely , was 
caſt out of Paradiſe, and that which was worſe, out of Gods. 
fauour, diſpoiled of all his former happinefſe,depriued of all 
thoſe excellent gifts and graces,and diſrobed (as it were) of 
thoſe rich ornaments wherewith he was endowed & beaw. 
tified in his creation; and contrariwiſe was ſubieRed both 
in his foule and body vnto all afflitions and crofles, tor- 
ments and tortures, terrrours and feares in this life, and to 
eternall deftruRion, death and condemnation in the life to 
come. Neither was healone thus fearfully puniſhed for this 
one onely ſinne committed by him, in his owne perſon a- 
lone, ornexc heires,but in all his poſteritie from the firſt be- 
ginning, to the end of the world, becauſe. they fell with 
him and ſinned in his loynes, In which regard we may true- 
ly ſay, thatall che cuils ofthis lite, cicher che euils of finne, 


' Tibes. 


OT, 


Lib.2. - $03 ©, hap.8; 
Of the deſerning cauſe of all cur afſliftions, 
orthe evils of puniſhment, all the Atheiſme, Paganiſme, 
idolatrie, blaſphemie, murthers, whoredomes, rapes,inceſt, 
ſodomic, buggerie, robbing, opprefling,ſlandering and all 
manner of outragious wickednefle ; and alſo all plagues, 
warre, famine, ſickneſles and diſcaſes, all leprofies, con- 
ſumprions, agues, gours, apoplexies, palſics, and the reſt; 
all want, pouertie, ſhame, reproach,with all other miſcries 
of this life; yea all the dreadfullrorments of hell fire,and the 
cuerlaſting condemnation of thoſe innumerable millions of 
reprobate and wicked raen; are all of them the deſerued 
puniſhments bur of this onely finne. Sothe ſecond Adam 
our Lord and Saujour Icfus Chriſt, is anotable example of 
Gods ſeuere juſtice in puniſhing of finne; whothough hee 
were moſt pure and innocent in his owne nature, and no 
corruption foundin his heart, nor guile in his mouth, yet 
becauſe as our ſuretic hee vndertooke to make ſatisfaRion 
for our ſinnes,by ſuffering thoſe puniſhments which we had 
deſerued , indured innumerable miſcries and afflitions 
in the whole courſe of his life, as pouertie, hunger, weari- 
neſſe, ſlanders reproaches, the tentations of the Diuell and 
the world, conſpiraciesand layings in waite of his malici- 
ous enemies, treacherie and treaſon, hard cenſures and for- 
ſaking of his neercſt friends; falſe accuſations, vniuſt con- 
demnation, mockings and fcornings, buffering, whipping, 
andcrowning with thornes; and Jaſty, a bitter agony, cau- 
ſing himto ſweat blood; the crucifying of his blefled body, 
and which was aboucall the reſt, the horrible and intolera- 
ble burthen of Gods fearce and fierie wrath, due ymto,vs for 
our ſinnes, By all which it appeareth-of what vnconcei- 
uable guilt finne is, and what infinite torments and plagues 
itiuſtly deſerueth, ſeeing God hath thus fearſully puniſhed 
itrfromtime to time; eſpecially conſidering that all theſe 
puniſhments were inflicted by him, whoſe iufticeis ſo per- 
fe and exact, that it is impoſſible hee ſhould doe the leaft 
yniuſtice, iniury, or cruelty aboue the deſert of {inne; yeain 


whom therealſo eternally refidethinfinite mercy and good: 
nefſe 


d SedZg. 


odtens wvnto . 
Gad, ſhewed 
firſt by the pers 
'- ſons whom be 
bath puniſh:d 
far it. 
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nefſe; which vpon all due occafions,arc readie(ifthere were 

cauſe) to temper and qualifie this ſcorching beate of Gods 

furie, and rigour of his iuttice, $73 & plerreit:ct; 

And thus haue I ſhewed how haynous and capitall finne 


That fn is moſt is, both by conſidering itin it owne nature, and in the pu- 


niſhments which by Gods iuftice are allotred vntoir, Now 
fucther we are to ſhew that it is alſo vnto God moſt odious 
and abominable: the which as it doth already in pare ap= 


peare by that which hath becne ſaid concerning thoſe fear« 


full puniſhments which be inflifteth vpon the offenders; ſo 
will ir be more manifeſt if wee conſider the perſons vpon 
whom he hath inflicted theſepuniſhments, and the contra. 
ricty whichis bceweene finne and his mo] holy nature, The 
firſt vpon whom God inflited his heavic wd\zmenrs for 
finne, were the Diuell and his Angels; who betore fin com- 
mirted were highly in Gods fauour, as being his moſt gloe 
rious and excellent creatures, endowed with a rich and yn- 
valuable dowrie and'portion of his fiagular gifts and gra- 
ccs, as purity and ſimplicity of nature, wiſdome, power, 
beautie, juſtice, and ſuch like; but yet when by committing 
finne they fell fromhim, they became heereby more odious 
and loathſome thenthe vileſt of hiscreatures, and are ſtill, 
and ſhall be for cuermore purſued by his wrath, and ſubiect 


' tohis moſt heauic judgments and helliſh cormeats. If there- 


fore ſnne could make ſuch lovely and excellent creatures, 
aboue all others moſt loathſome-and vglic in Gods fight, 
then how loathſome, monſtrous and miſhapen is it when 
it appeareth in it owne nature,and receiueth nogracefrom 
the excellency of Gods workmanſhipin the creatures who 
commit it? And how bitter is it in itſelfe, when it is 
quire without any mixture of their {weerneffe? when: wee 
would to the full {et forth the vglinefſe and evill of an 


thing, we viually fay, thatit isas black or badas the Diuell 


himſclfe; bur yetas black andbad as he is, he-is-nothing ſo 
euill and vglic as any finne; ſeeing this onely deformed and 
corrupted him, who was before glorious and beautifull;and 

if 
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tf it were poſſible We waſhimſeife cleane from 

chis pollation and filchineſle, Wee would againe ap- 

peare louely and gracefull, like the'Sunne in his bright- 

nefſe, or as an Angell of light , glorious and beaurifull. 

The next whom God puniſhed for finne were our firft pa- 


: Lib; S ; 


rents, who alſo were before their tranſgreſſion moſt 


deare ynto God and amiable in his fight, as becing the 
moſtexcellent part of this earthly workmanſhip, and nor. 
much inferiourco the Angels themſelues, ſeeing they were 
. created according to his owne image, in wiſdome, righte- 
 ouſneſſe and holinefſe. But yet when they finned againſt 
God by breaking his commandement, hee caſt them ourtof 
fauour, baniſhed them his preſence,fttipped them of all his 
gifts, and adiudged themto ſuffer all the plagues and miſe- 
' ries of this life, and hel torments and eternall condemnation 
inthe world cocome, From which iuſt ſentence few are ac- 
quited, notwithſtanding thar all -ſufficient price of redemp. 
tion payed by our Saviour, but remaine (till (for want of ap- 
plying Chriſts merits by faith) reprobated and adiudged to 
everlaſting puniſhments with the Divell and his Angels, 
Bur aboue all the reſt, the hatred of God againſt ſinne, ap- 
peareth moſt fully and clearly in the example of Chriſthim- 
ſelfe, who though hee were his onely begotten and moſt 
dearly beloued Sonne, of his owne. nature and eſſence, and 
therefore of more worth then all men and Angels, with all 
other creatures of heauen andearth; and though hee were 
his immaculate Lambe free fromthe leaſt ſpot or blemiſh 
of finne and corruption in his owne moſt pure nature; yec 
' when he found finne vpon him,though it were notproperly 
his owne, but the ſinnes of the ele,for which as our ſuretie 
he did vndertakero fariſtie his fathers iuſtice ; hee ſo much 
abhorred ſinne aflumed by him, that he ſpared him-nomore 
then if he had been a meere ſtranger or vtter enemic, but 
made him to drinke vp tHe full vials of his wrath, yncill by 
his ſufferings hee had tully ſarisfied for finne, and waſhed ic 


cleane out of Gods fight, both from himſelfe and _ _ 
| | faith» 


bely ature. 


$.Sett.10. 
The odiouſneſſe 
of ſin ſhewed, by 


the contrarietie nature; neither are fire and water, light and darkneſſe, hea- 
that is ;betweene yen and hell, God and the Divell, ſo oppoſite and contrary 
it and Gods mojt the gne to the other, as the evill of (inne is to this cheete 
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faithfull, in the pure ſtreames of his precious blood. 


Secondly, the odiouſneſſe of fine vnto God appeareth 
in that contratietie which is betweene it and his moft holy 


goodnefle. In reſpeR whereof,though Gods infinite power 
can doe all things, yet he cannot firine,though Godsefſence 
being incomprehenſible be in all things, and all things in it; 
yet can neither ſione bee ig it, nor it in finne; though his 
goodneflic and loue in ſome kinde and meaſure be extended 
to all his creatures, for hee cauſeth his Sunneto ſhine, and 
raine to fall ypon the cuill and vpon the good, yer doethey 


| not inanyreſpeRextend ynro fin, but he purſueth it where- 


ſoeuer he ſceth it with mortall and implacable hatred; nei- 
ther can the beautic, excellencic or louelineſle of any crea- 
ture in whom hee findeth ir, any whit mitigate or abate it; 
but as the infuſion of Coliquintida doth make all thinges 
bitter which are mixed with ic, and is it ſelfe made ſweete 
by nothing ; ſo fin doth make the moſt ſweete things bit- 
ter, the moſt beautifull thinges vglie, and the creatures 
which are amiable and louely,robecome moſt loathſome & 
odjous in Gods ſight; it ſelfe inthe meane time being nor 
made by any thing in which it ſubſiſteth more ſweer, beau- 
tifull or amiable, or any whitleſle bitter, vglic or odjous, 
As therefore wee would account that a moſt palpable and 
miraculous darknefſe, which the brighteſt beames of the 
Sunne could not penetrate and enlighten ; that moſt bit- 
ter which nothing can ſweeten; and moſt hard, which 
nothing can mollific or make ere the ſofter: So muſt wee 
needes confeſle finne aboue all things in the world to bee 


moſt vglic and deformed, ſeeing beautie it ſcite can in no 


degree beaurtific it; moſt exorbitant and execrable, which 
omnipotency cannot doe;moſt euill, which cannotbee ber- 
tered by the cheefe goodnefle, and moſt odious and abo. 
minable, ſceing God who is loue it ſelfe , cannot chuſe 

| bur 
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but deteft and hare it. bw | 

And thus haue I ſhewed hew hainous finne is in it owne 
nature, and alſo how itis ynto God moſt odious and abho- 


minable : now wee are further to conſider how farre foorth 


Lib.z. 


d.SeF.r. 


That weave guil- 
ty of all manner 


we are guilty of it, and ſoliable tothat wrath & yengeance, of /znpe, 


which is due vnto it. Where after vopartiall examination, 


we ſhal find, that we are euery way moſt finful and wicked; 


for wee are not onely guilty ofthe finne of our firſt parents 
in whoſe loynes we alſo tranſgreſſed ; but wee haue deriued 
from them that contagious leproſie of original finne, which 
hath infe&ed and corrupted,defiled & diſabled all the pow- 
ers and faculciesef our ſoules, and allthe members and parts 
- of our bodies. Our vnderſtandings are blinded with igno- 
rance,our iraginations onely euill and that continually,our 
wils peruerſe to any good dutie, and cheareful in imbracing 
finne; our memories regiſters of wicked ſayings, fights, ex- 
amplesand aRions,for our finfull imaginations and concu- 
piſcence to worke and ruminate vpon, till they haue concei* 
uved the like wickedne?,and offered itto the wil,tobe borne 
and broughtforth by conſent and faQt: our conſciences ſea- 


red,ſenſlefſe and benummed,not performing their duety in. 


admoniſhing and accuſing vs for our ſinnes ; our hearts and 
affeRions are the fountaines of all corruption , and the fil- 
thy forges wherein al concupiſcence and finne is hammered 
and forged,till ir come toit vgly ſhape and faſhion.Our bo- 
dies which ſhould be vndefiled temples for the holy Ghoſt 
to dwel in,are fitthy ſtewes and brothel houſes, wherein our 
ſoules and Sathancommitr tegether ſpirituall whooredome 
and vncleannes,our cies are full of adultery and open paſſa- 
ges, whereat the Deuil at his pleaſure ſendeth into vs whole 
troupes of tentations to beſiege and ſurprize our ſoules; our 
eareslike rwo wide gates giue free admitrance to all filthy 
and finfull diſcourſes which defile and corrupt the hart; and 
all the reſt of our ſenſes, what are they bur pandors ro the 
pleaſures of fine; continually betraying and expoſing our 
ſoules to be defiled and abuſed by them, Vato which ori gi 
n 
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nall corruption of our whole natures we haue added atuall 
tranſgreſſions, which as they have beene hainous in their 
qualiry,ſo they haue matchedand farre exceeded the haires 
of our heads and the farres of Rgauen in thejr number and 
multitude ; the which wee hauSeommitred through the 
whole courſe of our lives, both in our childhood, youthand 
riperage, before and after our conuerſton, and that not on- 
ly through ignorance and infirmity, bu alſo againſt know- 
ledge and conſcience, deliberately and wilfully,preſumpru- 
ouſly and with an high hand againſt God, | 
$.SefF.12. Byall whichitappeareth tharas finne is hainous and of 
That the ſmall- 5nfinite ovilc, and conſequentlie deſerveth infinite puniſh- 
nes of reel afs- ment, ſo we are infinitely guilty of this guilt, and innumera- 
OE ib the bly cvlpable of all kinds of wickednefle : now further(thar 
creates of ozy We may apply that which hath bene ſaid ro our preſentpur- 
fins ſ19:4d much poſe) we are to confider that the knowledge hereof ferueth 
creaſe 0: P&- rguch for the firengthening of our patience in our greateſt 
Pence and cOm- ſes and calamities; and that whether we compare our 


Lib.2, 


fort, afflitions with our finnes ; or with Thoſe croſſes and miſe- + 
ries which God hath iuſlly inflited ypon others, who not- 
AW, withſtanding have notſo greeuouſly offended, In reſpeR of 

SIC | the former we are thus to meditate & reaſon with our ſelues; 
Fs of FY; Iam indeed greeuolly afflifted, but what is my puniſhment 


in compariſon of my finne ? For if the leaſt tranſgreſſion of 
the law dcſerueth the curſe and wrath of God, hismortal ha- 
tred, all the plagues of this life, and eternall condemnation, 
hell and deftructionin thelife to come, then to how many 
curſes, to how much wrath and hatred , to how innumera- 
ble and fearefull plagues, tro what and how great condem- 
nation and helliſh rorments am I worthily liable and ſub- 
. -j1eR, who have committed finnes jnnumerable in their num- 
ber,and in their quality and mu_ hainous and grieuous? 
Secing therefore the Lord for his Chriſts ſake is content to 
remit ſo much of the extremity of his iuſtice and my deſer- 
ved puniſhment, as that he is willing to forgiue and free me 
fromrhoſecuerlaſting torments of hell fire, and contenteth 
him- 


= }.* 
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7” 
_ Of the deſerning canſe of al onr affliftions; 
himſelfe with infliging on me temporall chaſtiſements, and . 
that to this-cnd that ] ſhould not bee condemned with the 
world, ſurely Thaue great cauſe robeare his hand with pati- 
ence, and meckely and yy co ſubmit my ſelfe vnco his 
will, though irſhould be his pleaſure ro infiQ ypon meeall 
the plagues and miferies which are incident ynto all man= 
kind ;'and not onely With patience., but alſo with thankful. 
nesto acknowledge in my greateſt miſcries with the affli- 
Red and captiued Church,thatir isthe great mercy of God Lamen.z.22.. 
that I am tor vtterly conſumed, For if euery. malefatour 
quietly and patiently ſuffereth his lefſer puniſhments, when 
he deſerueth farre greater, and thankefully acknowledgerh 
the mercy of the iudge,wheby adiudging him to thewhip , 
-he acquitreth him from the gallowes?then how much more 
patiently and gratefullyſhould Iendure all temporall aſfli- 
-Rions? ſeeing myiudge freeth me from thoſe which are e- 
verlaſting, although my finnes haue iuſtly deſerued them; 
and then how much more ſeeing hee remitteth the moſt of 
theſe worldly miferies alſo? and in ſtead of all inflieth bur 
ſome few, and that not thoſe which are the greatett of all, 
with which neuertheleſle he graciouſly mixeth many bene- 
fics and comforts, whereby their ſmart may bee mitigated, 
and their ſowerneſle ſweetned. Iam indeed greeuouſly ficke 
bur alas I have deſerued the death of the ſoule ; Ihaue many 
crofſes lying ypon me,but if Thad my due, Iſhould haue far 
moreand greater, euen all the miſcries of this life and the 
life tocome. Iamtortured with ſores, aches and paines,bur 
wharis aHthis in compariſon ofthe meritof my ſ1ns,which 
haueiuſtly.deſerued the terrors of conſcience and torments 
of hell? Iamby death deprived for a time of my children 
and friends, but my fines have deſerved to be depriued of 
the preſence of God, and his Saints and Angels , where is 
-fulneſfe of ioy for evermore; my earthly delights are raken 
from me, I haue loſt my riches, & my worldly honours have 
left and forſaken me; but if the Lord ſhould deale with mee 
according to his righteous judgement, I might iuſtly-for 
wits : my: 


Ss 


Of the deſerning canſaaf all our «fictions, 

my ſinnes looſe all my intereſt inthe ioyes and treaſures re- 
ſerued forme in heauen, and be overwhelmed with ſhame 
and confuſion among the damned ſpirits.I am in priſon,but 
if Thad my due I ſhould bein hell; I ambaniſhed my coun- 
tric, butifthe mercie of God were not farre aboue my de- 
ſerr, I ſhould cucrlaſtingly bee exiled from the preſence of 
Godand from the heaucnly Canaan, I am now ſubic& to - 
the pangs of death, bur it is ſuchan one, as endeth all my 
miſeric, and beginneth my glory and felicity ; wheras my 
finnes ſo grievous and innumerable haue iuſtly merited the 
everlaſting death of body and ſoule. And thereſore ſecing 
the Lord dealcth with mce not according to my deſerts, 
but his owne infinite mercies, ivfl1Qting vpon me ſhort and 
light afflitions,in Rcad of hell:ſh and euerlaſting rormencs, 
and (as it were) doth but pricke me with a pitne to awaken 
me our of the ſleepe of finne,whereas I haue deſerved to bee 

| mortally wounded and tabbed to the heart; I will nor only 
with patience and meeknes,buralſo with thavkſgiuing and 
ioy, praiſe and magnifie his infinite mercies in the middeſt 
of thoſe afflitions which he layeth vpon-me. 

And thus may we ſtrengthen ourpatience, if we compare 
$ Sect. 13. theſmallnes ofour affliction with the greatnes of our {inne: 
Jigs « the like help we may haue,if we wil compare our light croſ- 
bed pariſh ſes with others more heauy pusiſ[hments,though(tor. ought | 
ments who haue We can ſce)rhtit leſſer offences are far exceeded by our more 
&ſſe offendedc5- haynous finnes: for how many may wee behold (if ſelf-lJoue 
paredwith our ang impatiencic blind vs not} whoſe: 2fflitions-1o farre ex> 
"5 <my ceedovurs, that ifrhey bee compared, will make ys confeſle 
patient andcom- *h2t our heavieſt croſſes are but fatherly.tauours, ,in-compa- 
fortableinow riſon of their fearetul puniſhmenz$thiou haſt loſt thy riches; 
troubles, but yer ſpme friendsregard and take care of thee ;;buthow 

many haue there bene, who hauing had farre greatet wealth, 
haue with icloſitheir friends too, and ſo haue beeneenfor- 
cedto beg from doore to doore, and yet notwithſianding 
haue miſerably ſtarued for want of tcleefe? thouartpinched 
wich pouercy,but thou haſtthine health , -0s wanting this, 


thou 
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thou haſt ſome wealth to procure thy comfort:buthow ma- 
ny have beene deprivedof both at once, and being as well 
beggars as lazers and diſeaſedperfons, would haue thought 
itagreate happineſſe if beeing admitted into ofoitdeabey 
mighthaue had any hope of helpe, and in the mearetime 
begged by priviledge ? Thou art hated and oppreſied by 
thine enemies from whom thou couldeſtexpe&no better; 
but how many ſuffer farre greater cuils from thoſe whom 
they eftcemed their deareſt friends?thou art tormented with 
paine inthy body ; but how many feeling no lefſe outward 
ſmart, are alſo inwardly afflited with the ficinefſe of the 
ſoule, the terrours of conſcience, and forrowes of mind?thou 
art afflicted in thy conſcience with the burthen of finne,and 
the tentations of Sathan, butthou haftſodme wiſe & fairhfull 
friends vnto whom thou maieſt boldly vnfold thy doubts 
and priefes , andſo receive ſome comfort forthe "Mreſhing 
of thy fainting foule; but how many are there as deeply per- 
plexed and ftrongly aſſaulted, ouer whom Sathan obraineth 
aneafie viory being vtterly forſaken of God and men, and 
ſoleft deſtituce of all meanes of recouery? Finally thou arr 
affaulted with afflitions, bur others are overcome;thou art 
ſhaken, but many are overthrowne.Thouhaſttime and reſ- 
pite granted thee by God, not onely totake breath and ga« 
ther tretigrh, bur alſo co make good vie oftayafflitions for 
the beginning or renuing ofthy repentance and firengrthe- 
ning of thy faith, that ſo they may indeede be vnto thee cha- 
Riſements and fatherly correRions, which reforme thee of 
. thy ſinnes and preſerue thee from condemnation ; but how 
many haſt thou heard of who haue ſuddenly beene cut off 
with Gods vengeance, and preſently defiroyed in the verie 
a of finne, whoſe iudgements mighteuen 1n the cenſure of 
charity be intitled rothe name puniſhments, which are not - 
inflicted for the good of the partie who ſuffereth them, bur 
for the example of thoſe who ſee them? wherein thy tare 
reſemblech Gods faithful people,and theirs the curſed nati- 
ons;of both which God thus ſpeaketh by his Propher ; 7 
a1. 


Ter.z0.11. 
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am with thee(faith the Lord to his people) ro ſave thee,though 
Ivtterl deftrey all the nationswhere [ bane ſcattered thee , yet 
1 will not vtterly deſtroy thee, but Iwill correlt thee by indge- 
ment, and nat utterly cut thee off. But though it were imagi- 
ned, that thou canft not truely apply vnto thee any of theſe 
conſolations, becauſe thyafflitions do exceed al other mens, 
And though it were ſuppoſed that thou haſt no comfortste 
allay thy croſſes, buc haſt with thy riches loſt thy friends, & 
ſoart brought roextreame penvrie; that with thy pouertie 
is ioyned ſicknes; and that thou artalike wronged and op. 
preſſed with thy friends and enemies;that thou art both tor- 
mented in body and minde , and haſt no friend ynto whom 


thou maicſt impart thy greefes; yet conſider that there are 


many whoſe finneshaue bene fewer and lefſe hainous,who 
afterall che miſeries of this life, do now ſuffer the everlaſting 
corments of hell fire, in compariſon whereofal theſe world- 
ly-puniſhments are no more then ſmoke to the ſcorching 
ame, & a painted fire, to one which truly burneth, For how 
many children and fooles are (for ought wee know) in the 
Nate of condemnation , and in the place of the damned; 
whom we vſually call innocents, and that-nor vofitly if wee 
compare their leſſer finnes with our enormous crimes, ma - 
ny of them having neuer committed any aRuall ſinne , bue 
ſtanding onely guilty of thac original corruption in which 
they were conceived and borne. How many hypocrits haue 
their portion with the Devill and his Angels, who haue ſee- 
med to ſerue Ged religouſly intheir whole liues, and haue 
kept themſclues vnblameable tothe world, of manyhainous 
faults and great crimes, of which if we were arraigned, wee 
muſtneceds plead guilty? How many Pagans and Echnicke + 
ipfidels are in the fame condemnation, who haue beene ex- 
cellentlic adorned with morall vertues, and have carried 
themſclues iuſtly in all cheir waies, ſo as no man could ac. 
cuſe them of any notorious faulrand grofſe crime, of which 
our conſciences tel vs we ac not innocent?And finally how 
manic of them broyle in theſe nc!liſh torments, who had 
they 


:% 


A” | CG _—_ 
Of the deſerving cauſe of all our affiftions 
they ſcene and heard that which we heare and ſee, eventhe 
ſound and light of the Goſpell, ſounding and ſhining in 
their cares and eyes, would have truely repented in ſock. 
cloth and aflies, and hauc brought forth berter ſruits of this 
their conuet ſion then we, in theirlives and converſations? 
If therefore we who by our more haynous ſinnes have bet- 
ter deſerved theſe helliſh tortures and everlaſting condem- 
nation, are notwithſtanding through the mercics of God, 
and faith in Chriſt (for vnto beleevers onley theſe comforts 
belong ) deliuered and freed from them, whereas they 
periſhe in their inficelitie for their lefſer ſinnes, then ſure- 
ly haue wee great cauſe to beare not onely with patience, - 
but alſo thankſgiuing, all the crofſes and afflitions which 
arc incident yntothis life; ſeeing notwithſtanding our de- 
merits, we haue obtained fo great a deliverance , eſpecially 
if wee conſider that wee receive this mercy and fpeciall fa- 
uour, of Gods meer grace, and free bountie and goodnefle, 
hauing done nothing more to merit Gods loue, nor deſerue 
beter reſpeR by any thing which we haue performed vnto 
him, then thoſe who are plunged into the deepeſt condem- 
nation, Andthis the Lord himſelſe profeſſeth, thar inbe- 
Rowing his benefics and withholding his puniſhments, he 
hath reſpec to his owne glory,name and couenant,and not 
to his peoples deſerts and merits, For my name ſake (faith 
he) will [ deferre my wrath, and for my praiſe 1 will refraine it 
from ihee, that | cut thee not off. For mme owne ſake, for mine 


owne ſake will [ doe rt, And although in bis juſtice he might 
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Eſa48.9.1, 


hs 


(as he faith) deale with them as they bad done, when they Exech.16.59, 

did deſpiſe his oath in breakmg bis conenant; nexertheleſſe, he 

promiſerh to remember his couenant, made with them in the 

dayes of their youth, and to confirme vnto them as. exerlaſting 

conenant, Soclſe where he ſaith, Te ſpall know that I am the 

Lord, »hen I haxe refpeft vmto yzeu for my names ſake , and not Chap.20.44. 

after your wicked wares, nor according to your corrupt workes, _ 

O ye houſe of !ſraell, The which ſhould be an effeQuall ar- 

gument to. arme our patience, and ——_ ge motiue to tirre 
YS | ©. 
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z 244 Ch p83. 
Of the deſerning canſe of all our affuftions, 
vs vpto praiſe and thankſgiuing in our greateſt afflitions, 
Foras when two malefaQtours are alike guiltic of the ſame 
cryme, ifthe Iudge ſhould inflict vpon the one the full pu- 
niſhment which his faulc deſerueth, and mitigate the rigour 
of his iuftice ro the other, adiudging him to ſome light 
chaſtiſement in compariſon of thoſe exquiſite tortures, 
- which his fellow ſuffered, and he alike deſerued; he who is 
thus fauoured and ſpared, would neuer murmure 2gainſt ſo 
graciousa Iudge, nor beare his correRtian with impatiencie 
and complaining , bur rather would think himſelfe much 
obliged by ſo great a fauour, and bee alwaies readie to ac- 
knowledge it, to his judges praiſe ; ſo we haue the like, yea 
much greater cauſe of patience and thankfull acknowledg- 
ment of Gods infinite mercy and goodneſſe towards-ys; in - 
that being alike gwiltie with many others of innumerable 
and grieuous fins, and conſequently obnoxious vnto equal . 
puniſhments; the Lord inflifting vpen them thoſe corments 
and tortures which their fins deſerued, doth of his meere.. 
grace and loue ſpare vs, inflicting vpon vs the ſhort and 
momentanie aff}iclons of this preſent life, in tead of thoſe 
paines of hell and everlaſting condemnation, which our fins . 
deſerued as well as theirs. | 
$Sef..14 Butyerone obieQtion may ſeeme to deſerue an anſwere, 
Their obietion whereby ſome doe iuſtific their impatiencie and complai-. . 
anſwered, wb9 ning; namely, that howſoever they cannot deny, but that 
affirme that th2Y 11ey have deſerved farre greater puniſhments then God 
T5 55.1 hath inflicted on the; yetthey are more grieuouſly afflicted 
uouſly affhFed, * ;y y res y e 
then others who then many other , who have more haynouſly offended, and 
bane morehai- deſerued farre greater crofles by their farre greater ſinnes, 


Delos 


 nouſly offended. OFf-gghom I would aske, how many likewiſe they might ob- 


ſerue, wham intheir owne.conſciences they acknowledge 

to hau2 beenelefſe finners then themſclues, and yer haue 

bin ſubieRed to farre more and greater croſles, For are they .. 

as iuftas /.b,as holy as David, as full of grace, and free from 

finne asthe Apoſtles of Ieſus Chriſt; and yet how much did 

the afflitions of theſe holy men exceed theirs, if they weie 
: | © com- 


Eib.2.* 2245 Chap.8. 


Of the deſerning cauſe of all our affliions, 
compared? But hec hath deſerned more puniſhment then 
thou, and yet ſuffereth lefſe: Yea, but doeſt thou ſuffer more 
then thou haſt deſerued'? If nor, then why is thine cie cuill 
becauſe God is good?or if thou wouldeſt haue a proportion 
equally obſerued, then what can priviledge thee from the 
euerlaſting torments of the damned, ſeeing thou haſtno 
lefle, yea much more deſerued them, then many of thoſe 
who doe now ſufferthem, Againe, why doeſt thou iudge 
another mans ſeruant, who ſ{tanderth or fallech to his owne 
maſter? It may be thou haſt more haynouſly ſinned,did not 
helliſh pride and partiall ſelfe-loue blind thine cies, cauſing 
thee to put thine owne fins in the hinder pait of the waller, 

_ andthy neighbours in the former; and to looke vpon thine 
owne faults vnder the cloud and vaile of falſe excuſes, which 
will ſcarce ſuffer them to be diſcerned, or at leaſt not to ap- 
peare intheir naturall greatnefle and ſcarlet dye ; but vpon 
others offences through the ſpeQacles of hatred, enuy or 
hard conceite , which maketh chem ſeeme farre greater 
then they are, Yea it may be alſo (though thou thinkeſt the 
contrary) that they are much more gricuouſly afflited; ſee- 
ing the heauieſt puniſhments are for the moſt part vnſeene; 
and that being wicked (as thou iudgeſt thern) they donor 
eſcape a meaſure of puniſhmer according to the proportion 
of their ſfinne. For, for ought thou knoweli they may bee 
purſued with thoſe helliſh furies, the terrours and horrouts 
of an cuill conſcience,and daily tormented with the ſcorch- 
ing flames of Gods fearfull wrath due to their haynous fin. 
Or,though they be free from all theſe preſent euils, yet are 
they bur like the oxe fatted to the ſhambles of defiruQion, 
and rocked in the cradle of worldly profperitie, that being - 
brought into the deepe ſleepe of carnall ſecuritic, they niay 
more quietly be caryed into hell. And therefore let ys not 
iudge before the time, but reſting afſured that, howſoeuer it 
farcth with the wicked, it ſhall goe well with thoſe that 
feare the Lord, let vs bearc with patience that portion of at- 


flition which God hath allotred vs, knowing that it is 
| R 2 ' moſt 


Lib.2. 246 
That God affifteth vs not ont of his anger but for meere loue, 
molt ficting for vs , if wee bee in thisnumber, ſeeing our 
draught is meaſured out vnto vsby the hand of iuftice and 
dircRion of wiſdome, and qualified and mitigated when ic 
exceedeth our ſtrength, by an infinite mercy and compaſ* 

| fion; which will not lay more vpon vs then wee are able 
to beare, | : | 


ME 


Cnaye, I% 


That owr afjliftions are not\{ignes of Gods hatred , nor the pu« 
wmſhments of a righteous 1ndge, but thechaſtiſements of a 


graciow father, | 
CSef.1, SS} ND thus haue I ſhewed the firſt cauſe mo- 
That the former ($8 YX&E,) ving the Lord to inflict vpon vs theſe croſſes 
conſolations are k/, and calamities, namely our finnes which are / 


the meritorious cauſe of all our afflitions; 


,, wntows,nor oe / / 
workein ustrue FJ as alſo how wee may arme our ſclues with 
© patience, vnleſſe patience by this conſideration , ſecing aur 


we be further (inne doth exceed our ſmart , and our puniſhments are farre 
aſſured that all jefethen we have deſcrued : Now we are to proceed to the 
uy" 1009s ther cauſe moving the Lord thus to chaſtiſe and corre vs 
pring from Apes gs. tage =— ; 9 
the fountaine of Which is our of our fclues in bim, namely his infinice loue 
Gods love, and boundlcfle mercy, which moueth him to apply theſe 
wholeſome, though ſharpe medicines, for the curing of our 
deſperate diſcaſes; and to vſe theſe profitable, though vn- 
pleaſant meanes for the purging of our finnes, the enrich- 
ing of vs with the vnualuable creaſures of his ſpirituall gra- 
ces, and the furthering of our eternall happinefſe, From 
whence ariſeth our chicfeſt conſolation in all our diſtrefle 
and miſery,and not onely patience in troubles, but alſo con- 
tentedneſſe, thankfulnefle, and joy inthe holy Ghoft. Iris 
true that the former conſiderations, of Godsprouidence ap- 
peinting, ruling and diſpofiog all our afflitions, and of his 
wftice mixed and moderated with his loue and wary, 
which 


Ones, 


Lib.2.” - | Chap.g:. 
7 hat Gedaffliteth vs not ont of his anger, but for meere loxe, 
which layeth nothing-ypon vs but what our finnes have de- 
ſcrued, yeafarre fewer and lighter puniſhments then wee 
haue iulily merited with our innumerable offences, and 
moſt haynovus rebcllion, may well perſwade vs to patience 
| Inourgreareſt calamities; but yet if we ſlay heere and goe 
no further, our patience will be but vnpleaſfant and forced 
hauing in ic no comfort, ſweerneſle or ſpirituall ioy; for our 
fleſh being ſenhbble of nothing but of preſent paine,and be- 
ing hopeleſle either of deliuerance, or of furure profic by 
our ſufferings ;'will make vs eafilie tro forget Godsmodera- 
tion:in puniſhing, and the haynouſneſſe of our fianes deſer- 
viog fare greater puniſhments, and never comparing our 
favits with the evils which we feele, bur onely looking vp- 
on the miſeries which we indure, -and our owne weakenefſe 
and inabilitie ro beare them any longer, will cauſe vs in all 
impaticncy to mirmure and repine againfi Gods proui- 
dence, which hath inflited on vs more heauie puniſhments 
then others ſuffer, who (as ſelfe-loue perſwadeth vs) haue 
more offended, Or if our conſciences tell vsthat our finnes 
haue iuftly deſerved theſe and greater puniſhments; yet 
(bowſoever this may iuftly cauſe vsto beare with more out- 
ward patience that which wee haue deſerued) it will not 
-much abate | Y inward greefe , or increaſe onr comfort, 
vnlefſe wee be aſſured that God meaſureth out vato vs this 
proportion of affliction by the ſtandard of his loue,and will 
.n the end conuett it to our good, bringing ſweetnes out of 
bbirterneſle, and ioy out of mourning. Yea,rather the waight 
of: finne being added to the waight of our puniſhment; 
our evill of doing concurring with our euill of ſuffering, 
and both ioyned with ſelfe-guiltineſſe, and the apprehen- 
fion of Gods inflamed wrath, will but the more oppreſle ys 
with greefe; when as we cannot ſo much as with any ſhew 
of reaſon caſe our ſelues by expoſiulation, por yent out any 
part of our ſorrow by iuft complaining, ſecing weeare the 
onely cauſes of our owne harmes, Andlooke how much'it 
-addeth to'our patience in mypel of God, whom weiuſtifie 
3 | 'in 


fate. 


Lib.2. 


© __ | wy 
That God affiifteth vs not ont of hs anger, but for meere lone, 


in his righteous iudgements; ſo much it increaſeth our im- 
patiency in reſpe& of our ſelues, whobaue incenſed andin= 
flamed fo iuſt a wrath, and ſo mercifull awftice to our ruine 
and deſtruQion, and whileſt it emprierh our hearts of grud- 
ging and repiaing, and ovr mouthes of murmuring and ex- 
claiming againft Gods wiſe prouidence, which felte-guilti- 
nes cauſerh vsto iuſtifie inal the cuils which are inflicted on 


vs: it fillerh them with fretting indignation, quarrelfome 


complaints, & impatient inuectiues both againſt our ſelues, 
who haue beene the cheefe cauſes ;andalſo againſtal ſecon. 
dary and inferiour meanes,which the Lord hath vied-as his 
infirumentsfor the execution of his iudgments. Neither-is 
it likely that we ſhould Ray here, but if wee doe not labour 
to ſee Gods Fatherly affc&ion euen in his frownes, and.to 
diſcerne the beames of his loue & fauourthroughthe.cloud 
of our miſeries and afflitions ; we wil in ſhort time like mas 
lefaRours fall our with iuftice it ſelfe, becauſe it maketh a- 
gainſt vs, hate the vnpartiall vprightnefle of our iudge, as 
though it were the extreameſt cruelty, and flye from his 
fight and prefence as though hee were our greateſt ene- 
mie, 


 - $8elt.z. That therefore thoſe who are exerciſed in this irkeſome 
| That the world , 
iudgeth of Gods alſo ſweet comfort and contentment in al} their croſſes and 


loue &+ batred troubles, we will in the next place ſhew, thatthe cauſe mo. . 
towards men by 
their outward e- 


combar of afflitions may haue not onely quiet patience, bur 


uing the Lord to afflit the faithful is,not his wrathand diſe 
pleaſure, much lefſe any malice or hatred which hee bearech 
them, but his meere mercy , love and goodnefie, which mo - 


veth himthus to chaſtize and corre@them; that they may. 


not run onin the pleaſing courſe of ſinne, and ſo bee con- 
demned with the world; The which point and paſſage I 
held the more neceſſary in this diſcourſe, becauſe both 
the world and our owne fleſhare alwaies ready to iudge of 
Godsloue and fauour, and ofhis hatred and difpleaſure, by . 
the- ourward eftate ; and therefore as they thinke thoſe 
moſt bleſſed and happy,vpon whom God multiplyerh, and - 


(as- 


That God affifteth vs not out of bis anger, but for meere lone - 


(as it were) ſhowreth, his carthly benefits; ſo they iudge thE 
moſt miſerable and forlorne, who are in aduerfiry and affli- 
ion, as being men reieed and forſaken of God , becauſe 
(whatſocuer ſhew they haue made inthe worldto the con- 
trary)they haue more greeuouſly offended him by their fins 
then any other, An cxample whereof we have in the ewes, 
who iudged thoſe vpon whom the tower of Siloam fel grea- 
ter ſinners then other men,becauſerhey were oppreſſed with 


this heauy iudgement; and inthe Barbarians,who condems L 


uk.19.1;5. 


ned Pew/as a murtherer,or ſome notorious finner , becauſe AR.28.4. 


they faw him indangered by a viper; and contrariwiſe mag- 
nified him as a God, becauſe bed hadeſcaped this bodily 
harme. Yea ſofaft doth this corruption cleave vnto vs, that 
as ug we carry this fleſh about vs, wee areſubictobe 
overtaken by this falſe and deceiuing iudgment, though we 
bee in ſome meaſure inlightened and ſanRified by the ſpirit 


of God. As we may fec in the example of /obs friends, who Tob.11.6. 


being otherwiſe wiſe, religious and worthy men, yet when 
ys, un the greatneſſe of hisaſfiictions, they paſſed ypon 
him a moſt vncharitable cevſare ; and when they could nor 
with any probability iudge him a prophane and notorious 
ſinner, becauſe his life had beene vnblameable and vnſpot- 
ted,they condemned. him' for a cunning and ſecret hypo- 
crite ; who had made ſhew of thoſe vertues which were 


notin him: yea euen holy D«#:d himſclfe was much ſhaken Pho 


with this tentation; for ashimſelfe confefſeth his feere ſlip- 
ped, and werealmoſt gone out of the path of godlines and 
integrity, when on the one fide he faw the proſperity of the 
wicked, and on the other the aiflictions vnto which him- 
ſelfe,and other of the faithful were daily ſubic; yea ſo was 
the cye of holy reaſon dazeled, and the light otthe Scrip- 
tures cloudedand as it were ecclipſed from him,with the in» 
terpoſition of worldly and carna! tenitations, that following 
onely the iudgement of ſenſe, hee acknowledgeth that hee 
was "bao: Poliſh and ignorant like a beaſt, iudging of 
all things by the ourward ſhew; vorill having recourte vnto 
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Lib,2> $50 Chap.s; 
That Gedafflifteth vs not ont of his anger,but for meere lone | | 
the ſanQtuary, the light of Gods word againe appeared and 
diſpelled thoſe miſts and fogs,of carthly and carnall errours 
which before blinded im. Ape howſaeuer being inlight- 
ned with Gods word and aſſiſted with his holy ſpirir,he Gill 
got the victory over this tenration, yet how often regaining 
ftrength by new afflitions doth it return vpon hiry, and in-+ 
Plalm.r3.r. & <Ounter himafceſh as though it had bene never foyled, For, 
22.1.and 79.5, if welooke into the booke of the Plalmes we ſhal find, tha 
and 77. 7.8.9, being excrciſed with aſfliQtions he complaineth, that God 
hid his eyes, and would not ſee. his miſeries, and opt his 
eares and would not heare his prayers, that he was corrected 
in Gods wrath and anger,and that his icalouſie did burne a= 
gainſt him like fire : and finally that God had forgotren and 
forſaken him,that his fauour was cleane gone,that he would 
bee no more intreated, and that hee had fhut vp his tender 
mercies in diſpleaſure. Thus alſo /erewie was ſo farretranſ- 
; Ported wich, the yiolence of this tentatigp. grounded ypon 
the proſperity of the wicked andafflictions of che faithfull, 
that though he durſt not diſpute with God becauſe he knew 
him iuſt and righteousin all his waies, yet be dareth to offer 
a parley and conference about ghe adminifiration of his 
iudgements. And the diſciples them({clues who were inu- 
red toafflitions, yer when they ſaw an heauier judgement 


Ter.12.1. 


bk 


| Tohn.g.2,3, thenordinaryinflited vpon the blinde man, were ready to 


iudge that it was eyther for his owne fins or the (ins of his 

arents, Yeathis is not the errour of fome few, men alone, 

ur cuenof the. whole Church in her affliQions ; for even 

Efa-49.14. ian ſaid the Lord hath forſaken me;anilmy Lord hath forgat- 
ten me. g | h 

'$ Seft.3. And therefore ſecing this tentation is ſo ſtrong and dan. 

That the former gerous, it behooueth vsto arme our ſelues againſt it, leſt in 

conceipt is the the time oftriall we lrkewiſe bee ſurprized and ouercome, 

ground of a moſt 404 thattherather,becauſe it maketh way for another tenta« 

dangerogs enid- 1; ,n much more pernicious then it ſelfe,namely, for hopeles 


tion, deſpaire,and helliſh prophaneneſle which attends yponir, 
for euen Dani@himſcltc being preſſed and pinched with Gy 


Libita>  . + 257 hape9s 
» That Gedaffliteth 15 not ont of his anger but far meere lone, - 
waightof hisafflitions, was readic to conclude that hee 
had cleanſed his heart and waſhed his hands in innocencie 
in vaine, becauſe whileſt che, wicked flouriſhed, hee was. 
daily puniſhed and chaſtened cuery morning. But the vio- 
lence of this tentation more plainly appeareth when thoſe 
are tryed with jt, who being wholy cacnalli haue nojgrace 
to make reſiſtance, for the flcſh becing preſſed) with the 
burtlien of the crofle, is readie to conceiue, that the af- 
flitions which it beareth are the fignes of Gods wrath, 
and implacable anger, and that there is now no hope of 
receiuing.any good-by. ſeruing of God , beeing ſo much 
diſpleaſeg, nor of freedome.fromrheſe cuils, though there 
ſhould bee a ſurcealing; from the courſe of finning; and. 
therefore in. this. deſperate caſe: being tempted by the Di- 
uell or. the world; to leaue the ſeruice of God, wherein. 
there is no profit, andto1unon in aheadlong courſe of fin, 
wherein; far the preſentthere is pleaſure and delight,ir doth. 
with all readinefle giue way vncothis tentation, An exam- 
ple whereof we haue in the ſtiffe-necked Iewes , who be. 
cauſe for their ourward and formall ſeruice of God, the 
had not for their reward that, worldly profperitic which 
they.expeRed; but rather were exerciſed with troubles and 
afflitions, they burſt out intothele deſperate ſpeaches; /+ , 
i in vaine to ſerue God; and what profit x it that Wee keepe a + 
his commadement,c that we walke humbly before the Lord of 
hoafts ? therefore We count the prong bleſſed. Euen they that, 
worke wickedneſſe are ſetup, yea and they that tempt God a 
delimered. So elſe where,when the Lord by the ſummons of 
afflitions did call chem to weeping and wonrnmg, tobaldneſſe |. _ Es 
and girding with ſackcloth, they ſpent their time inioy and  * On 
gladnefſe, in fcaſting and drinking, reſojuing to taketheir. 
pleaſure whileſt they might bays it, becayſc.on.the morrow . 
they ſhould. dye, And. in another place they profefſe thac 
they thought irbootleſſe toxepent, becauſe being puniſhed 
in Gods wrath for their ſianes, .they had no hope of mercy, 
and dcliuerance, :though; they ſhquld forlake their wicked. 


wales; . 
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Gods hatred. 


1.Tim.4.8. 


"Lib.2. 


= __— BN 
That God affifterh vs not ont of bis auger but for meere lone, 


waies; If (ſay they) onr tranſgreſſions and owy ſinnes be vp- 
0» v5,and we are conſumed becanſe of them, how ſhall wee then 


lime? Andtherefore being at this deſperate point, the Lord _ 


is faine ro admonith them by his Propher, that he thus cor- 
rected them in his loue and mercaie for their: converſion, 
and not in wrath and anger for their deſtruQtion : Say v#ts 
them( ſaith the Lord God) as T live, I defire not the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked twrne from his way and line, 
T urne you, twrne you, from your enill waies, for why willye dye 
O ye houſe of Iſrael ? 

Thart' therefore theſe and ſych like tencations may not 


That affiiftions fgjle our faith, and cauſe vs to make ſhipwracke in the tem- 
are no fines of 


peſtuous torme of troubles and afflitions; ler vs ficſt ge- 
nerally know, that as worldly proſperitie is no. certaine 
figne of Gods fauour; nor of his finceritie, piety and righ- 
tcouſneſſe who hath it, (the which T have in the former part 
of this treatiſe plainly proued) ſo contrariwiſe worldly ad- 
uerſity, croſſes and calzmities, are no infallible tokens of 
Gods diſpleaſure ; nor of his impiery and wickednefle.who 
is tofſed and turmoyled with them, For theſe things fall our 
aliketo all, and as the Lord dothin mercy and goodneſle 
giue theſe temporall benefirs vnto his children, whoſe god-" © 
linefle hath the promiſes of this life and the life ro come; fo 
doth he giue them oftentimesto the wicked and reprobate 
astheir portion in this life, and that in his wrath and'heauje 
diſpleaſure, onely to encreaſe the bills of their account and 
fearfull reckoning at the day of iudgrnent, andto aggravate 
the dreadfull waight of their hellifſh condemnation. And 


ſoinlike manner as hedoth ſometimes-lay theſe temporar 


croſſes and calamities vypon his owne children and faithtull 
ſeruants, for their triall or chafliſemenit, that heereby hee: 
may further and encreafe their erernill happineſſe; ſo doth 
he ſometimes inflit them vpon carnall worldlings and de- 
ſperate ſinners, that he may begin their hell in this life, and 
whileft they remaine on earth, may enterthen into the poſ- 
ſefſhon of thoſe neuer ending torments of bellfire. To this: 


truch 


 Lib.n. 253 Chap. 9. 
That God affliteth vs net out of his anger but for meere lout. 


truth the wiſe man giuetha plaine teftimonie,wher ſpeaking 
of theſe earthly benefits and crofles, he ſaith, that =o men 
kroweth either loue or hatred by all that u before them, Al 
things come althe to all; and the ſame Condition is ro the inſt and 
to the wicked, ts the good and to the pwre, aud to the polluted: 
and to hit that ſacrificeth, aud to bm thut ſacrificeth not345 5s 
the good, ſo us the ſinner; be that ſmeareth, and he that feareth 
an oath. Thu « enll amony all that ts done vnder the Sunne, 
' that there ts one condition to all, Fc, So our Saniour Chriſt 
ſheweth in the parable of Diaes and Lazarm, that neither, , .. 
worldly proſperitic is a ſfigne of Gods loue, nor adverſitic Re 
of his harred, and corredcth this peruerſe iudgment,both 
in his diſciples _— the blinde man,or his parents as e- 
normous finners,becaule of this puniſhment which God in- 
flicted on bim ; and in the Iewes, who thought, that the 
eighteene vpon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and the 
Galileans, whoſe blood Pilare mingled- with their ſacrifi- 
ces, were greater ſinnexsthen other men, becauſe they were — \ 
ouertaken by theſe greatand ſuddaine judgments; ſhewing 4 
that the former crofſe was inflicted, not for the finne of the 
partie or his parents, butthat the workes of God might be 19Þ-9.23.+ 
manifeſt in him; and that the other were not thus puniſhed 
becauſe they were greater ſinners then other men, but that Luk.13.3, 
they might be examples vnto others, of Gods anger againſt 
finne, that they might bring them to repentance,But I ſhall 
notneed to1lluſtrare this truth by examples, ſeeing they are 
ſo ordinary in the Scriptures, that a man ſhall not lighty 
read any page in the hiftory of the Bible, where he ſhall nor 
find both afflitions and temporall benefies (as it were) in 
common caſt out to the good and bad, ſometimes the one, 
and ſometimes the other flouriſhing in proſperitie, or de- d Sets. 
ieRed and caſt downe into miſerie and aduerſitie, | as at ſenſe 
Bur though this which I haue ſaid generally, may tuftly God is jird to 
take away all ſecure preſumption from carnall worldlings, be angry with 
whereby they perſwade themſclues of Gods loue, becautc the fail bficl,ond 
they flowriſh in outward proſperitie, and alſo all cauſe of _ their 
| korrour. 


Eccleſg.1.2. 
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Lib.2. 254 - - Chap's, 
T hat affiftions are not fruits ef Ggds anger & puniſhmets,oo 
borrour and deſperation from them who are in miſery and * 
afflition, becauſe there is no certaine iudgment by this ex- 
ternalle{late, all things falling out alike roall: yer ſecing 
no man out of this generalitie can gather vnto himſelfe any 
 ſoundcomfort,ſecing he may be as well one of them whom 

God puniſheth in his anger and wrath, as of them whom he 
correQeth in loue and mercie: therefore in the next place 
1 will more ſpecially ſhew, that cuery faithfull man, who 
feareth God, both in his mercics and iudgments, and de- 
fireth to profit by his chaſtiſements and correQions, may to 
. his pacy oh bee moſt certainely afſured, that the afflitions 
which he ſuffereth are not the fruites and efteQts of Gods 
wrath and hatred towards him, bur of, his fatherly loue and 
goodnefſſe; notthe deſerved puniſhments of his finnes, bue 
gentle chaſtiſements and jprofitable trials, which ſhall rend 
to the aduancing of Gods glory, -in the further enriching 
- him with his ſpiritvall graces in this life, and in the cuerla- 
fing faluation of his bedy and ſoule inthe life to come, For 
the clearing ofthe former point,namely,that the afflictions 
of the fairhtull are nor the fruics of Gods anger, nor impo- 
ſed vpon them as puniſhments for their ſinnes, weE'are to 
know that theſe words, wrath, anger and puniſhment, are 
cither taken largely, or ſtriAly and properly, Tn alarge fig- 
nification God is ſaid to bee angry with his ſeruants and 
children, when he doth afflit them, but not as a ſeuere 
Judge out of the rigour of iuflice ro,puniſh the perſon for 
the ſinne ſake, but asa gracious ſather out ofmeer loue that 
he may deſtroy finne for the perſons ſake; neither hath hee 
any quarrell to the party, but onely tothe finne; and there- 
fore inlovetohis childe, and in hatredro his faultineſle, he 
doth by affliQion morrtifie the finne which he abhorreth, 
that by the death thereof he may reſerue his ſonne whom 
he loueth vnto everlaſting life and happinefſſe. And ſo hee 
may be ſaid tobe angry, not with the perſon for his hatred 
ro the finne, but with the finne, for the loue of the perſon. 
Heis not angry with his children in truth, becauſe hee al. 
wayes 


Libi3./ ; 255 nap.9 
T bat «ffliltions are not fruits of Gods anger & puniſhmits, ce 
waies looketh vpon the in his Son Chriſt in whom he is well 
pleaſed,nor correRteth them in wrath after they arc in Chriſt 
reconciled vnto him, ſeeing the cauſe of reconciliation 
for ever remaineth, even the meric of Chriſts death and. 
blood ſhed, whereby his iuſtice is ſatisfied, and his wrath 
appeaſed; bur onely in ſemblance and ſhew, hee (like a wiſe 
father) frowneth vpon them, that they maybe more watch- 
full ouer their wayes forthe time to come, and notrun on 
in ſuch a courfe of finne as would ivuftly deſeruc his wrath 
and diſpleaſure, Hee is not angry in iuſtice, becauſe we haue 
fined, but in mercy, that we may finne no more; not in his 
owne affeRjon and diſpoſition, but in our feeling and ap- 
prehenfion, becauſe our guilty conſciences tell vs what wee 
| havedeſerued; and becauſe rhe corrupt humours of. fin ad. 
here andcleaue fo faft vnto vs, that our fpirituall Phyfitian 
is faine co give vs theſe bitter potions of affli tions ro purge 
the away, which for the preſent making vs lick, in our ſenſe 
doth cauſevsroconceiue and complaine of him as an enc- 
mie who haterhand hurceth vs, if wee looke to ourpreſent 
feeling, and no. to his end, which is our ſpiritual cure & the 
recouery of our health, The like alſo may be ſaid of puniſh 
ment, forif we take it in alarge ſignification,it comprehen- 
deth boththe affiitions of the godly and the torments of 
the wicked : firlt becauſe if we reſpect the matter of them, 
and the evils themſelues which are ſuffered both by the 
faithful and the wicked,they are al one.Secondly,becauſe in 
* the law they are threatned as puniſhments of finne againſt 
eucry one.who offendeth, And thirdly, becauſe in the ſenſe 
and fceling of the-ourward man, they areboth alike; euen 
as there is no difference betweene the ſmart of the ſtripes 
fele by a ([2ve and by a ſonne , ſauing that theſe are ſome 
time inflicted by a more lighrand gentle hand, Bur if wee 
take ic in a firit and proper ſenſe, then is puniſhment ſo 
appropriated andpecvliar ro the wicked, that it is:no way 
incident tothe faithtull andrighteous, For puniſhment is 
inflited ypon enemics, and not ypon friends; —_ _ 
: - - Iudge 


bt. 856 Chap.9. 
That affuftios are not fruits of Gods anger & pyniſomers of fin 
judge and not by a gracious Father ; to ſatisfie juſtice by ſuf- 

. fering that puniſhment which y fault hath deſerued,though 
itbe to the vtter deſtruction of the party offending;and not 
out of loue to preſerue him from greater harme by reclai- 
ming bim from his faultineſle; becaulc he bath offended al- 
ready, and not that hee may take heede of cftending for the 
time to come. Finally the cauſe of puniſhment is the fault 
of the party, and not dcefire of his amenicment ;_ and the end 
of the puniſher is to reuenge and hurt the malefator for the 
good of others, to whom hee ſcrueth for an example ofiu- / 
tice ; and not to ſeeke his profit and benefit by reclaiming 
him from his fault;for iuftice i puniſhing wil have it courle 
for ſinne already committed, though the offender could 
give aſſurance of hisamencment for the time to come, | 

Q. Seff.6. But that the afflictions of the fairhfull are not the fruits 
The firſt reaſo# of Gods anger, nor puniſhments for their innes, it may fur- 
zo prone that the ther appeare by theſe reaſens ; fiſt becauſe Chriſt our Savi- 
7 rope _w_ our bore all our ſinnes mh1s body vpn the ee, as the Apoſtle 
puniſhments but Peter ſpeaketh , and fuffcred the puniſhment which was 
fatherly choſtiſe- due vnto them, that we might be freed frem ir, according to 
ments. that of the Prophet : Swrely he hath borne owr.infirmities, and 
1.Pct.2.24 carriedour ſorrowes,&c, He warwonnded for our tranſgreſſi- 
Ela.$3-5-6 vs, hee as br: hen for owr intquities ; the chaſtiſement of our 
peace ras vpon him, aud with bu firiper wie are healed, Bur I 
demand to what purpoſe did hee beare our infirmities and 
ſorrowes,if wee muſt till beare them? ro what end was hee 
wounded and broken for our finnes, ifthey ill wound and 
breake vs? or finally how haue we.peace by his ſufferings, or 
C-. how are we healed with his ſtripes, if we are ſtillat war with 
Y Gods iuftice,and ſtil receiue ſttipes and wounds in this con». 
| flit? Againe had not Chrili freed vs from all the puniſh- 
ment dre vato our finnes, he were nota perfect Sauiour,nor 
did notcffer ynto his Father a ful} and'all-firfhicient price for 
our redemption; for ifhe did perfeRly deliuer vs from all e- 
nemies, thenfrom lefler ſfinnes as well as frcm greater; it he 
did perfectly fauc vs, then from temporall puniſhments, as 


well 


Lib. 2. 257 Chap.9; 
That affliflios are not fruits of Gods anger & puniſyments of fin. 
well as from eternall ; ifhis ſacrifice were all-ſufficient for 
the ſins of the whole world, then need we not (2s the Papiſts 


affirme) to haue the ſacrifice of our owne ſufferings til offe- Luc.1.74. 
red to make fatisfaRion for our veniall finnes.Burt the'Scrip- Heb 7. 25. and: 
tures euery where, and eſpecially in the epiſtte ro the He- 9-12-26. 


brewes,teach vs, that Chriſt is a perfe Saviour thar he har 
| delivered vs from all our enemies, and hath offered vnto his 
Father an all-ſi:fficient ſacrifice, and full price for our re- 
demption ; and therefore there remaineth-vnto the faithſv], 
who apply Chriſt and his ſuffrings vnto themfelues,no more 
uniſhments,nor ſatisfaction therby to be made vnto God :- 
for Chriſt hath fully ſatisfied for vs by his all-ſufficient facri+ 
fice of himſelfe, and the precious b/oxnd of Ieſus Chrift hath 
Cleanſed vs from all our ſinnes, as the Apoſile teacheth vs. 
Now if it haue cleanſed vs fromall finne, then alſo from 
veniall finnes (as the Papiſts terme them) and conſequently 
from all puniſhmenr, for where there is no guilt, there pu- 
nifhment hath no place,& if we be freed from tranſgreflion 
of the law then alſo from the curſe. Iris true indeed that the 
afflitions which the faichfull ſuffer, are in their owne na+- - 
ture the puniſhments of finne, and as puniſhments are de- 
nounced againſt the tranſgreſſours of the law; but Chriftby 
his ſuffrings hath changed their nature, & as by reconciling 
vs vnto God,he hath made him of a ſeuere iudge , amerci- 
full Father, ſo he hath made our ſuffrings to become the cha. 
fliſements of a gracious father inflicted for our good , and 
not the puniſhments of a righteous iudge: impoled for the 
ſatisfying of his iuſtice, and the defiruQtion or hurt of him 
who ſuffcreth them,neither is it materiall,that in matter the 
ſufferings of the faithfull and wicked be the ſame,thatis,the 
ſame licknes, poterty, impriſonment and the like ; for even 
the ſonneand theflaue doe often ſuffer the ſame fripes, bue 
yettheſcare puniſhments, being inflited bythe hand of an 
angry maſier,. for the faulrcommitrted; thoſe the chaſtiſe- 
ments of a louing Father correcting his childe for his good 
and amendment. Andſothoughthe affliciions of the tairh- 
: full -. 


h Matth, 20.253, 


1.Tohn.1,7. 


CSef7.7. 
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258 | Chaps. 
That the affiFtions of. the faithful are not puniſÞments,but & c» 
full and the puniſhments ofthe wicked are of the ſame na- 
ture inreſpe& of themſclues, yet their nature beeing chan- 
ged by the ſufferings of Chriſt, they doe now much differ 
both inreſpeR oftheir agent, andtheirend, the one come 
ming from a Father;the other from a iudge, they to profit 
anddoe good, and theſe to hurt and bring to deſiruction. 
And though theſe waters of Meribah bee all alike bitter to 
the Canaaniriſh ſinner, and the true 1fraclite in whom there 
isno guile, in reſpeR of their naturall raft, 'yetthe wood of 
Chriſts crofle doth make theſe bitter waters (weete; and pu- 
rifying thern from the coliquintida and gall of finne, doth 
make them wholeſome drinke and profitable potions, which 
will quench our thirfting after the pleaſures of finne,and the 

yſonous cups of worldly vanities. | 

Secondly, Chrift raking vpon him tobee our ſurety hath 


The ſecond rea- Paid our debrto the vitermoſt farthing, fully ſatisfied Gods 
ſon taken from juftice, andappeaſed his wrath towards vs by taking away 
the full payment gyr finnes which were the cauſe thereof, For {tanaing in 


of our debt by 
Chriſt our ſurety. 


Col.2.14. 
Gal.3.1;. 


our iead and raking vpon him to diſcharge our debt, hee 
was arreſted by death at the ſuit of Gods juſtice,and caſt in- 
to the priſon of the graue, till hee had diſcharged our debe 
to the yttermoft farthing, bur now he hath brokEthe bands 
of death , and beeing delivered out of this priſon isriſen a- 
oaine; and gloriouſly aſcended ; whereby hee hath certain- 
ly aſſured vs that he hath ſatisfied Gods iuftice by full pai- 
ment of our debt, and therefore hath left nothing vpon the 
ſcore for vs to ſatisfie;yea he hath cancelled the had-writing 


| of ordinances and the obligation ofthe law by nailing them 


to his crofle, and hath taken away the penalty of the curſe, 
by bearing it himſelfe, And therefore ſeeing Chrift hath 
fully ſatisfied by bis ſuffcrings the juſtice of God; he wilnot 
require a new fſatisfaQtion by our ſuffrings and puniſhments; 
ſecing he hath fully diſcharged our debt to the vrmoit far- 
thing,he wil not vniuſtly require from ys a ſecond paiment, 


.or though it could bee imagined, (as bee it farre from vs 


that we ſhould ſo imagine) that the iudge of heaven and : 
| | carth 


Fg 


DU 


259. Chap.s. 
; are not puniſhments but chaſtiſements, 

earth could vſe this rigorous firifines; yer hee hath nothing 
to ſhew if he ſhould commence ſuite againſt vs, ſeeing our 
ſurerie vpon the diſcharge of our debr, hath cancelled all 
the writings whereby we were obliged to his juſtice, either 
to make payment or to ſuffer puniſhment, Neither is thatof 
any force which is;obieted by our aduerſarics; nandely, 
that he ſuffered toſatisfie Gods juſtice for our greater fins, 
and fohath freed vs from eternal puniſhments; but hathlefc 
our veniall.ſinnesto be ſatisfied for by our ſelues, from the 
which we are freed, whileſt we ſatisfie Gods iuflice by our 
rtemporarie puniſhments: For the word of God hath tavghic 
vs, thatheis a perfeQ Saviour, thatin him we haue ſull re- 
demprion,and that his blood purgeth vs from all our finnes, 
without any exception or limitation, Apaine, as the fatif- 
faQion which Chriſt made for vs was all-lufficient, andthe 
price which he offered for our redemption of infinite merite 
and value; ſo both the iuſtice and mercy of Ged, where- 
by hee accepted them for full payment, are alſo iofinite, 
Whereas, if (as our aduerſaries affirme) we are to ſatisfie by 
our temporary puniſhments for our veniall ſinnes , then 
mult itneeds follow , that either Chrifts ſatisfation was 
imperfe, and his ſufferings ſo inſufficient,that they needed 
to be patched vp with our puniſhments; or thatbeiog per- 
fe and all ſufficient, Godſhould be, not onely vomerci- 
full but iniuft alſo, in not accepting of this full diſcharge, 
butrequiring payment of adebrt by vs, which our ſuretie 
hath alreadic diſcharged: either of which were blaſphe- 
mous to ſpeake orthinke. For hee that ſuffered for vs was 


Lib.2. 


not man onely , but God alſo, and therefore needsmuſt At.20.28, 


his ſufferings be all-ſufficient and of infinite value and-me- 
it; and the mercies of God being infinite, andfarre-aboue + 
all his workes, doe make him ſo farce off from puniſhing, 
where his iuſtice beeing ſatisfied, willeth him to ſpare, that 
when he doth afflit his Church and people for their ſinnes, 
hee is ſaid to dee his ſtrange worke, ynto which out of his 


owne nature he is auerſe and indiſpoſed; to haue his ſoule Eſa. 38. 21, 


% griewed 


lud.10.16. 


Efa.40,2 


| Lib.2, Os 260 | Chap.s, 


| | That the afflitions of the faithfull 
griened for the miſery of [ſyaelh; and to make Ray of the exe- 


cution of theſe iudgements, till by reaſon ofthe multitude 
of their fianes ioyned with impenitencie, here be no reme- 


_ 2:Chro.36, 16. ,,, putasin theſe reſpeRs this afſertion ſauourech of impie- 


tie; ſo allo of extreame follie, vnleſſe they will with like 
impictic ſhift ir off them(ſclues by imputing ic vnto Aheir 
Creatour : For who can imagine that God infinite in wiſ- 
dome and bountie ſhould frankly, for the merits of his Son, 
forgiue our enormious and gricuous fianes; and puniſh VS - 
for theſe which are ſmall and veniall?-chat his love ſhould 
enlarge it ſcIfe ro the remitting and releaſing vs from the e- 
uerlaiting rorments of hell fire; and be traightned in forgi- - 
ving vs thoſe finnes whichare ſmall, and (as they call them) 
venall : asif a King ſhould out of his great liberalirie for- 
giuec his poore and miſcrable ſubjeR cen thouſand talents; 
and afterwards miſerably exaR a baſe reckoning cf ſome 
few pence;. or as though a Iudge ſhould pardon a malefa- 
Qour for his horrible treaſons or cruel murthers, and ſhould 
puniſh him for ſome pettie theft. Burt it is further obieRed, 
that the iniquitie of Ieruſalem is pardoned, becarſe fre had 
recemed double of the Lords hands for all her fins. Vnto which 
Tanſwere, that this is nor the ſpeach of a Indge puniſhing 
malefactours for their ſinnes, and ſurceafing from puniſh- 
ment after that his iuſtice isſatisfied; but ofa moſt gracious 
and compaſſionatefather, who hzuing ſeuerely correed + 
the faults of his ſonne for his amendement, carneth in his 
bowels of loue-and render mercie; when hee knoweth his 
ſmart and paine, and ſeeth him humbling himſcelfe before. 
him by true repentance, For that it cannot with any proba- 
bilitic of truth be vnderſtood of the fatisfying Gods iuſtice 
by their fuffering of puniſhment , it heereby appeareth in 
that he ſaith, that they had ſuffered double for their ſinnes; 
the which muſt needs have relation tothe compaſſion of a 
tender father, the greatneffe'of whoſe Joue moueth him to 
thinke.chat afew ſtripes inflited on his humbled childe,are 
enough and too much for his great faults; and notto the 


£ iuſice + 


- 


| Lib.a. 


-deſerued? 


nomore, vnleſſeitbeinregard of tHe reſt of his children, 


are not «but chaſtiſements. 

iuftice ofa Iudge, proportionating his puniſhment accor- 
ding tothe demerit of the offence ; ſeeing the leaſt of our 
Gnobeing committed againtt the infinite maieſtie of God, 
deſerve the everlaſting torments of hell fire, and therefore 
cannot be truely ſaid ro bepunithed double, though all che 
plagues of this life were inflited vpon vs, Belides, if wee 
ſhould vnderſtand theſe words of puniſhments inflicted to 
fatisfie for finnes, how will it and with Gods iuftice, and 
much lefſe with his mercic and goodneſle, coinflit vpon 
his ſeruants twice as much puniſhment as their faults bave 


» 


And thus it appeareth that the afflitions of the faithfull & Se7.8 
are notpuniſhments for their finnes to ſatisfie the juſtice of 7, *, [ow 
God, ſecing our Saviour hath borne all the puniſhments ;/ decade 
due vnto our ſinnes, fully ſatisfied Gods juſtice and diſchat- mer reaſons, © 
ged our debr, by offering himſelfe vnto his Father, as a ſa- 
crifice for fin, and by:tpaying a price of infinite value and 
merit for our redemption. And therefore, wee are not pu- 
niſhed as {laues, but chaltiſedas ſonnes, not ſo much be- 
cauſe we haue offended our heauenly father, as becauſe wee 
ſhould, being in awe and vnder diſcipline, offend no more. 

For if an earthly pun doth not corre his ſonne, to take 
revenge forthe fault committed , but to keepe him from - 
running into the like fault for the time co come; and taking 
no pleaſure , but rather greefe and compaſſion in his ſmart 
and torment, would willingly pardon his fault and remit his 
puniſhment, if he were fullyaflurcd, that he would offend 


whom hee would net haue cucouraged.to commir the like 

fault through this conniuencie and impunitic; then how 

much lefle will the Lord who is loue, mercy, and goodnefſe Suſipitdo penz 

it ſelfe, puniſh his ſonnes to ſatisfic his juſtice in taking 1e- pon” 

uenge by their paine and torture? eſpecially conſidering od Kar 

that his iuſtice is ſatisfied, and their faults pardoned by the gy. jvyum. Au 

ſufferings and obedience of leſus Chriſt, For fo one laith, guft.de verb... 

that Chriſt by taking vpon him our puniſhment, and = dom ſer 37.6.0 
S 2 e- 


- Lib.2, 263 | Chap.s | 
That the affliftions of the faithful £ 


K o o - : | ; 
=2 1 OR being guilty of our faults, hath quite done away both fault 1 


nds piccath fa and puniſhment. And 2gaine, the Sonne of God hath taken l 
cepit & penam VPOD him the fleſh of ſinners, and the puniſhmenc withour | 


fine culpa, vt in the fault, that in the fleſh of finners, both the fault and pu- 
carne peccati, njſhment ſhould be diſcharged and remitted, And therefore 
& culpa ſolue- gy afflitions areno puniſhments for ſinne paſt, bur arein- 
_ tingp pena At- g: o.4 by our heauenly Father to prevent finne for the time 
guſt de baptiſm. er Goowes bone oleh "gan 
| peruul.lib,g, fo come,cither in vs, after we haue felcthe ſmart of ir, orin 
cap.32, - Otherofour brethren, who ſcing lin correRed in vs,are war- y 
ned to take heed of it by our example. | 
dSedi.g. The third argument, to proue that the afflitions of the | 
The third rea- faithfull are onely chaſtiſewents of a father, and not puniſh- 
ſon taken from ments ofa Tudge may be this; where there is no finne, there ; 
Gods = ok 5” is no place for punifhment ; but in the faithfull there is no 
yg #"  finne, becauſe it is not imputed vnto them, for firt all.their 
finneis waſhed and purged away by the blood of Chrift; 
and they being iuſtified for his righteouſneſſe and obedi- 
enceare accepted as righteeus in Gods fighc, Sothe Apoſile 
Pawl ſaith, that we haue redemption through bes blood, that tx, - 
the forgineneſſe of ſinnes; and againe, yee which were dead in 
ſinnes, andin the vncircumciſion of your fleſh, bath he quickned 
zogether with him, forgiuing you all your treſpaſſes, Tothe 
fame purpoſe the Apoſtle [oh faith, that, he hath waſhed vs 
Apoc.t.g. from our fines in hs blood: andelte where , that the blood 
x.loh.1.7, of Chriſt cleanſeth vs from all ſinne, Jn which reſpeRhee is 
+ Ilok.1.29 called by [hn the Baptiſt , the Lambe of God Which ta- 
keth away the ſinne of the world, Secondly,all the faichfull 
arc inthe coucnant bf grace, this being the onely condi- 
tion which God requireth, that we doe belecue; bur it is r &. 
; one ſpeciall branch of this couenant, that God.will forgine « 
Ier.31.34 © gbeiy imquity, and will remember their fins no more: and there. 
fore if God ſoremit the ſinnes of the faithfull,chathee doth 
not ſo mach asremember them; how farre is he from puni- 
ſhing them when they are thus forgiuen? So when the Lord _ - 
- wouldexpreſſe this covenant of grace by the fimilitude of F 
mariage, he promiſch to marry the faithfull ynto himſclſe | 
it 


Col 1.14. & 
cap-2,13, - 


| 2 | are not puniſhments but chaſtiſementt, Gs | 

1 in righteauſueſſe ind indyment ; andbecauſe on thevne fide, 'Hoſ.2.19. 

_ itwas vnfit to beate andpuniſhe his ſpoiiſe, becauſe of this 121 
| neere vnion betweene them; and becauſe on the ather fide, 

| ſhee was ſo full of faults and infirmities, that byher ſinnes: 

ſhe would deſerue to be puniſhed, therefore he addech;that _ 

he will warry her alſo in mercy and in compaſſion, whereby:in £ 
_ _ andforhisSonneleſus Chrift, he would remitand pardort” $ys 
[ her fins, and not inflict theſe ivudgements and puniſhments, 


though ſhe did deſcrue them. Finally,the places of Scripture 
where the Lord promiſeth forgiueneſſe of finnes,doeplams 
| ly euince that God doth ſo-pardon them, that be dorh never. 
call ther into judgment, neither in this world to puniſh 
them with temporall/puniſhmentes, nor with everlaſting 
condemnation in the world to come. So he protniſcth the 
TJewes, that if they would turne from their-finhes by true re» , 
pentance, though they-were 4s. crimſon, they ſnould:be made _. 
white as ſnow; though they were red like ſcarier, they ſhowld be TOY 
| made like vnto wool.So the Lord faith by the Prophet /eremie 
- that he would ſo pardon the iniquities of his people, that 
though one ſhould diligently ſee the, yet he ſhouldby no 
. means find the. In thoſe days,and at that time(faiththe Lord) 
the intquities of [ſraell ſhall be ſought for, & there ſhal be none; Ter.50,18. 
and the ſins ef [udah, and they ſhall nat be found; for 1 Will be - 
wercifall unto the whom Treſerue.Now how can they be thus 
cleane purged and waſhed, if fome partoof the puniſhment 
doth ſtill remaine? Or howarethey notto be found, if hee 
| who committeth them be puniſhed for them? ' Againe,the 
Y Lord faith by the Prophet Eſay, that he would par away the E19-44-22, 
' tranſgreſſions of his people like a clonde , and their finnes bike @ | 
| wſt: and by Aicah,; that he world caſt all their ſnnnes-into the ica7-I9. þ 
= betrome of the ſea. And Daxid, to ſignifie the forgiueneſſe of. Pla.z1.n.. 
fine, vſeth the phraſe of coucring, and-notimputing them; : 
but if the Lord looketh vpon our:finnes to puniſh-them, 
how can he be ſaid to put them away as a cloude? If inthis. 
life he bring them into-iudgement,, howdoth be caft them 
into the botrome of the ſea? Andift by puniſhing he bring: 
S 3 chena 


S % / 


Ile "- 
” ODE | That the pn Pr faithfull 
IPL 2 account; Now: "At | 
Tob.14.17, Impute them? Finally — _— Rs - 
ler-17. 1. rures being eruly Said, an 0 A nv _ 
Hoſ.13.1zz: ſhew whattheſe mcane for if ; 94% ma 1601161 
rowrite and-regiſter the A — b «vp mquity im @_ bagge, 
| and thepornt of a ry td banks Gas” 0 9g 
Pore, doe fignifie that God " a oe — tg 
by puniſhing them in the wich d Ine, 
the faithſull;then contrari i —————_— 
nv —_ __ m_ = to remember fin,ts waſh 
rome ofthe fea.mufi nod fi - gr Cr 
ietdthe charge of the fai nf - 9 IE 
g c fairhfull, nor inflifany ofthat puni 
| _ on =— which they haue deſerued. - pee” 
| | ourth a | 
- op ty IM ofthe Galilee norm ——— none 
for is, becauſs to our good even to mh en f roo wie, ITY 
w_ ; cormgef plying and encrealing of Ps. - wr - 
end to the ads 5 ; es1n vs,an 
LD ar vr of oureuerlaſling happineſle. And this <— t_ 
” 51 of polite purpoſely vieth tocomfort thoſe who 
Rom.s, 18, 28, the crofſe,not anly becauſe phy _ 
joa.8, 18, 28, FAC CroNG,NOL Gr ys _ e our preſent afftlitions ſhall bee 
_— _ _ qe 40 waightof future glory, 
0 I ro/ arſoner,andthey among the reft 
—_ 6 _— _— yo them that lowe God, So elſe- 
defend —_ at when we are thas indged wee are cha- 
pn - _ ſe we ſhonld not bet condemned with the 
rakers of has holmes ; RC ohf OE” 
Heb.12.10, 11. 99: tO the ſenſe yer it hots —_ h wy $9 = = 
7 wxto them which ere th IONS Fad gh. #4. wag ga 
nCaar 3 heros p 4 ereby exerciſed, and that theſe ſhort &+ 
* 8 corals reyes reel 
9G agoreſs 9, þ = | this good and fingular profit 
gs ot —_ to . airhfull by their affliftions the 
Debs. —_— _ _ © pr confeſſed that hee had re- 
_ eee Ons 
— - | , r 4 ftaruces ; and the Church in the lamen- 
fficmeth, that it good for 4 war that bee bears the 


Joaks 


1,Cor.11.32, 


Chap.s. 


LiM 


are not puniſhments but chaſtiſements. 
yoake i hi youth, By all which it plainely appeareth that 
theſe affliions are norpuniſhments vnro the faichfull , ſee- 
ing they are inflicted forthe hurt, and not forthe;good of 
the party, to ſatisfie iuſtice, and not out of any loue;rotake 
vpon them due revengefor the evill they haue committed, 
though it be to their vrter deſtruction,and not to confer and 
deriue ynto them any temporall benefit, and much lefle that 
maine benefit of theircuerlaſting ioy and happineſle, | 
Laſtly that cannot be a puniſhment which is eichera cauſe 6 Se. 
or meanes of eternall bleſſednefſe ; bur by the teſtimony of 5,, £44, ,,5, 
the holy Ghoſt they are pronounced bleſſed who are. thus js, becauſe our 
afflicted and corrected, the Lord vſing itas a meanes to keep «ffiftions are a 
them in his fear,and to inſtru chem in the way ofhis com- /*27%5 of eter- 
mandements, which leadeth vnto this everlaſting blefledz nal bleſednes. 


© nesand happineſle in his kingdome, according to that of 


the Plalmiſt ; Bleſſed « the man whom thou chaſtiſeſt O Lord, Plal.g4. 12.13, 
and teacheſt him in thy law; that thou maieff gine him reſt from 

the daies of emill, whileſt the pit ts digged for the wicked, - And Plalm.23.4. 
heereofiit is, that he received comfort;not only from Gods ; 
Raffe ſupporting and defending him, butalſo from his rod ©3435 11. 
correcting and chaſtifing him, , becauſe it was a meanes to 

containe him inthe way of righteouſneſſe, which is the path 

of life, bringing vs into Gods preſence, where «© fulneſſe of ioy_ 

and pleaſures for enermore:and toreduce and bring himback 

inro this way when through frailty and infirmity hee erred 

and digreſſed out of it,as he alſo confefſeth in another place, | 
before I was afflitted (ſaith he) 1 went aſtray , but now 1 keepe Þ ſalm, 119.67. 


' thy Word, Bur what bleſſednes,or what comfort and conſo- 


lation could there be in affliions,if they were puniſhmeets, 
ſeeing they are fruits of the curſe, and tend not to aduance 
the happines ot the party puniſhed, but to his hurt & ruine? 
neither are they the cauſes or fignes of blefſednes , but the 
forerunners of his everlaſting deſtruQion ; ſeeing God by 
them,euen in this life, doth begin to ſhew his anger, and co 
fatisfie his wftice by if: ting on them thole tortures & tor= 


ments which their finnes haue deſerved, 
S 4 And 


= 


. + 


vib P k wee. : £66 | Chap;s; 
' That the affffions of the faithfull 

| . . And thusitappeareththar the afflitions of the faichfull 
S. Seff.12. cnot the puniſhments ofa righteous iudge,but the gentle 
Their obie7'0® chaſbſements of aloving Bather,/ Againſt which coo maine 
_— +hat Dz- Obie tions are made,nor onely by our common aduerſaries, 
vids affuftions butalſo by ſome amengt our ſelues : the firſtis taken from 
were puniſhmets the example of Dauid, whothough his ſfinne was pardoned, 
of bis fines. yethe was not freed thereby fromtemporall puniſhments; 
- " _ and though hisfaultwas remitted fo farre forth as it merited 
| Mihg. X " eternall condemnation; yet it was reſerued by God to bee 
| puniſhed wich ſuch puniſhments as were corporall & tem- 
porary. Butynto. this obicRion the an{were is cafie,if wee 
doc but remember what hath beene delivered allready; for 


the rule generally holdeth, that where finne, which is the 


eaulſc, is taken away, puniſhment, whichis the effe, cea- 
ſeth; but preſently ypon the confeſſion of Dawids finne the 
Prophet afſureth him from God, of the forgiueneſle of ir, 
thovghbefore he had denounced thote temporal afflitions 
1. againthim and his houſe. And:therfore ſeeing the forgive= 
neflc of finne is (as hath beene ſaid) the not imputing, coue- 

- rivg, biding,not remembring,caſting of it intothe bottome 

of the ſea,and (as itis there ſaid) the putting of it away itis 
manifeſt chat Dasxzas finne thus before remitted; was not af- 
texwards brought into iudgement, and hee puniſhed for it, 

but that theſe afflictions were the chaſtiſements of a graci- 

ous father, inflicted ypon Daxid,nor in hatred and revenge, 

or for the puniſhment of the ſin committed, but outofmeere 

EE : 4. | love, tabcing him heereby to more ſerious and ſound-re- 
pentance,that he miight with morebitter grecfe bewaile his 

finne paſt, and bee more watchfuil and carefull co-pre- 

1,.Sam.12,24- Uent it for the time to come, Vnto which end of Da+ 
| wids good, wee may adde another ende reſpeRing the 


2:Sam.12.13. 


glory of God, which by theſe afflictions, whereby hee, 


corcected Dazuids-finne., was vindicated from the flaun«» 
derous blaſphemies of the heathen; for whereas if Das 
#id ypon his repentance had not beene thus correRed and 
afflited, they would haue beene readie.ta hauc accuſed. the 

' | I | Lord 


« TAP ole RATA 


— 
* 


"dw OE _ 


1 
— 


are not puniſhments, but chaſtiſements. 
Lord of partiality;ſeeing howſocuer hee puniſhed ſuch hai- 
nous finnes in others withrigour and extremity, yet heeli- 
kedthem well enough in his owne ſeruants, and could bee 
content to winkeat their faults, ſuffering them with impu- 


Hity to live in enormous crimes, All whichioccafion of flan- x, 


der was taken away, when as God did thus beginne iudge- 
ment in his owne houſe, and with ſuch ſeuerity correQed 
the faulrs of his ſeruant, vpon whom his name was called. 
Bur yet with Gods glory was ioyned Dazids good; neyther 
did God puniſh himas a iudge, but chaſtiſe him as a father, 
nor to ſatisfic iuftice, or to reuenge his faule vponthim to 
his-:burt, but out of his meere loue and mercy to bring 
him heereby to an hearty forrow for his fin paſt, and to make 51 texit peccata * 
him abhorre and flee trom the like for the time to come. For Des noluit ad- 
(as one ſaith) when God forgiueth finne, hee couereth and — _—_ 
forgetteth it; and ifhe couereth jt,he will notobſerneir,and RH _T 
if ke donor obferue it,he wil not reſeruc it in memory witha þnoluit animad- 
purpoſe to puniſh it, He will not acknowledge it,but rather ertere noluit 


| pardoneth it, To conclude this point with the words of that f!717re,n0lutt age 


excellent and worthy ſervant of God ; itis {irange(faith he) Mr, o_ 


that they ſhould ſo caſt their cies vpon this one example of c411;4 infir.1ih, 
Dazid,toproue thereby that the faithfull are puniſhed for 3.cap.4q.ſe@.z. 
theirſinnes,as that they are nothing moucd with ſo many o- - 

ther examples, wherein they may cleerely behold the free 

forgiuenes of finne without any temporary puniſhment ; for 

we readof the publicane,that he departed out of the temple 

juſtified, and no puniſhment followed; Perer alſo obtained 


. the pardon of his (inne, and (as e Ambroſe ſaith) we read on- 


ly ofhis teares,but not of his ſatisfaQtion, So Chriſt faith to Math.g 2. 
the ſficke of the palſie: by ſinnes are forginen thee , but hee | 
doth not withall impoſe any puniſhment.  ISed.13., 
The ſecond obieQion is, that the bodily dearh' of the 7%” *iection 
faithful is a puniſhment co the body, becauſe though the _— _w_ 
ſoule paſſe after the ſeparation into ioy and happineſle, yer af bf ws the 
the body is puniſhed for the time; ſeeing it corrupterh in faithſull is apu= - 
| " the niſhment of 
their fannes.. - 


Arms, 


 x.Cor:15.55. 


Pſalm.16.11. 


fteth from thoſe painefull labours, wherewith it was ſpent 


Lib.2: 263 Chap.9, 


That the affiftions of the faithfull 
che graue, andis not aQually delivered from deach,vntil the 
time of che reſurreion. The right indeede-of houlding vs 
vnder his dominion is taker away from death by Chriſt,bur 
from the aRuall dominion thereof we are not freed till wee 


” riſeagaine. To which [anſwer that death is to bee confide- 


red in it owne nature,or as it hath relation to the faithfull, in 
jt owne nature it is indeed a puniſhment of finve, But to the 


faitbfull the nature therofis changed, and of a curſe it is tur- 


ned intoa bleſſing, For Chriſt hath taken away the Ring 


thereof which is finne, and where there is no finne,there can 


be no puniſhment. It was indeeda deadly ſinging ſerpenc 
which deſtroyed vs, but fince finne was takenaway, like a 
ſerpent without aſting it cannot hurtvs, And there cannot 


be any puniſhment where there is no hurt or damage, Nei- 


ther hath now death(as hee afficmeth) acuall dominion o- 
ver vs, ſeeing in Chriſt we have gotten the viRtory ouer it; 
ſo as we neede not to crouch ynto it, as captives to.thoſs 
who haue dominion ouer them, butas conquerers after vi- 
Qorie obtained by Chrift, we may triumph ouer it, ſaying 
with the Apoſtle, O death where & thy ling , O bell where « 


. thy viffory, Heretoforc it held vs like priſoners vnder his ar- 


reſt till Gods iuſtice was ſatisfied, but this being done, this 
arreſt is turnedinto areſt, death into a ſleepe, and the graue 
is become to the bodies of the faithfull, as a bed of downe, 
wherein they quietly reſt without all ſenſe of euill, yntil the 
day that they are raiſed by vertue of Chriſt their head robe 
glorified with him, Neither is there now any hurt in death, 
(which hurt neuerthelefſe alwaies accompanierth puniſh- 
ment) but much fruit and benefit; and that nor onely in re- 
ſpe& of the ſoule, which by this ſeparation is ioyned with 


 God,and enioyeth fulnefle of ioy and pleaſures ar his right 


hand for euermore; but alſo in regard of the body, For here- 
by it is freed from all miſeries and affliftions wherewith in 
this life it is turmoiled, as hear,cold,hunger,nakednes, fick. 
neſſe, paine, with many ſuch calamities zit is eaſed and re. 


and 


ſed in power; in which reſpeQ@ they haue no more burt, an 


are not puniſhments but chaſtiſements. 
and wearled,, itis delivered both from the oppreffions ard 
injuries of wicked wotldliogs, yet even from their ſociety 
and company which was in this world ſo irkeſome & cum- 
berſome. To which purpoſe one demaundeth, how ir com- AuguBde vits - 
meth to paſſe, that wee ſee the good and cuill periſh coge- Critiandib.c.4. 
ther? and then anſwereth, that they periſh nor, butmakean | 


', eſcape ourof their miſeries, who are fteed from the compa- 
ny and perſecutions of wicked ven: but they truely dye and 


riſh, whom the paine and puniſhment of a more fearefull 
iudgement doth attend after they depart this life. And laſt 
ly (which is a benefir aboue all che ref ) it reſterh ſtorm the 
works of wickednes, beeitig no more ſubieR to ont finfull 
ſoules to bee-abuſed by them, as theit inftraments for the 
committing of iniquity. Finally the Apoſtle reckonerhdeath 
among the chaſftiſements wherewith the Lord correQed 
the Corinthians for their vaworthy recciuing the Lords 
Supper; for this cauſe (ianth hee ) many are weake and /iche 4- 
mong you, andmany ſleepe, thatis, are dead; and then addeth 
that when chey were chu indged, they were(nor puniſhed but) 
chaſtened of the Lord, becauſe they ſhould not bee condemned 1.Cor.11,30.33 
with theworld, And therefore if death to them were onelya 
chaſtiſement of a graciousFather,and that ont ofmeere loue 
ro preſerue them from eucrlatting condemnation, it was a - 


| bengfic,and not a puniſhment, proceeding from ſo gracious 


an author,to ſo good an end, > 
Yea,but by death the body is made ſubie@ to corruption, 5 SefE.1 

& therefore it is a bodily puniſhmenc. I anſwer, that though .;,,, Pons ys 

this argument holdeth in reſpeR of meere narurall men, yet &jon further * 

not in regard of che faithful, rhe corruption of whoſe body wrged and an- 

is bur a preparation to their glorification ; for they are Pe. 

ſowne incorruption, that they may be raiſed in incorru 

tion; they are ſowne in diſhonour, that they ray be raiſed 

inglory; they are ſowne in weakneſle, that they may be rai- 
d 1-Corag.36; 

conſequently-no more puniſhment by this temporary cor- 


ruption, then the corne hath, which muſt fiſt dye that it 
BD, | ' may 
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x,Cor.15.26, 
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may bee quickned, as the. Apoſtle likeneth it; or then the 
gold hath which ismelted , that beeing purified from the 
droſle, it may bee framed into glorious veſlels!fic for the 
Kings table. Neither is it a puniſhment to bee corrupted, 
whenthe corruption tendeth to perfeQion, but onely when 
it tepdeth to deftruction; ſecing in naturall reaſon it is ne- 
ceſfarythat the worſer forme muſtfirſi be loſt by corrup- ' 
tion, before a better and more excellent can be acquired and 
obtained, Yea, bur death is called an enemie, which isto be 
defiroied,and therefore vntill it be brought to this finall de- 
ftruion,it is a puniſhment. I anſwere,that it followeth not; 
that becauſe death is anenemie,therefore it is a puniſhment, 
ſeeing puniſhments haue their name and nature, not from 
the enimity and malignity of the ſecondarie cauſes and in- 
ſtruments, but from the chicfe author who infliteth them, 
fromthe end of their impoſing, and the effeQts and fthites 
which they worke in the partie that ſuffereth them. As 
namely,when they proceed from an angry Iudge, and not a 
racious father, to ſatisfic juſtice, and not to reforme and 
benefi the partie; and when accordingly they hurt and pro. 
fite not, they damnifie and deſtroy the offender who ſuffer- 
eth them, and doe not by his reformation make way for his 
faluation, And therefore though death be an enemie,andin 
it owne nature full of malignitie, yet ſecing it isan inſtru- 
ment, andas it were a rodde inthe hand of our heauenly fa- 
ther, which he vſeth for our benefit, and maketh it ro ſerue 


as a meanes for the deriving much good, not onely to out 


ſoules, bur alſo to our bodies, the cnimity and malignity 
thereof doth no more proue it to be a puniſhment vnto the 


Aaithfull; then the enimitic and malice- of a ſlave, who is 


commanded by a loving father to chaſtiſe his ſonne accor- 
ding to his appointmet and no otherwiſe,doth make it ceaſe + 
to be a fatherly correfion ,and to become a puniſhment, 


- when as the father doth it out of meere Joue to his childe, 


and notwithflanding the malignitie of his inſtrument or 
deputie, intendeth and powerfully effeReth the good ofhis 
| ſonne 
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and the puniſhments of the wicked differ. 
ſonne by this his chaſtiſemene, Neither doth this proue ir 
to bee a pimiſhment,, becauſe ir is anenemie which is to 
bee, and-therefore isnor, yet deſtroyed ; ſeeing heereby is - 
meant the yiter deſtruction and full aboliſhing of ir ar 
Chriſts ſecond comming. For euen now death is deſtroy- 
ed, as heeis, who hath the power of death, the Diuell, 
and the reſt of our ſpirituall enemies; 'namely, not thar 
they ſhould not affaule vs, but that they ſhould not hurt 


vs. It is true,-that at Chriſts ſecond comming wee ſhall Heb.2.14, 


have full redemption and perfeQ deliuerance from the 


| hands of our ſpirituall enemies, when as they ſhall,nor oply, 


not ouercome vs, and hold vs in their capriuitic, but not fo 
much as moleſt vs, or diſturbe our peace; butin the mtanc 
time their poyſfon, ting apd firength is taken away, fo 
that though they aſſault and tempt vs, yetthey ſhall never 
be able to hurt vs, ſeeing the Lord ſo direRteth vs with his 
wiſfdome, and afliſteth vs with his power, that wee fill ob- 
taine the viRorie, #nd receaue much profit and benefit by 
their encounters, And as this js true of all thereRt, ſo eſpeci- 
ally of death, who in itſelfe is an enemie , which is wholyto 
be aboliſhed at Chriſts appearing; but in the meane time, 
the poyſon and ſting thereof is taken away by the death of 
Chriſt, and the nature thereof is quite changed, ſoas it is 
no longer a tyrant, which holdeth vs to our hurt vnder his 
dominion, but as to the ſoule it isa paſſage to glory and 
happinefſc;ſoto the body it is but a fleepe alitle longer then 
ordinary , whereby it reſteth from labour and finne, that 
when the day of glory breaketh, and the Sunne of righte- . 


ouſnefle appeareth, wee may lay afide corruption, and put 1.Cor.r5.53, - 
on incorruption, and hauing our-morrall ſwallowed vp & SezF.. x5 
of immorralitic , may riſe wiah full firength , beautie and Of the manifold 


igour, to ſerue and; praiſe God without paine or weari. differences be- - 
hes. "hs 'P X P . - tweene the af- 


neſle, pee 
And thus haue I ſhewed, that none of the afflitions of era 
the faithfull,/no, nor death ir ſelfe, the greateſt and laſt of puniſhments of, 


temporall euils, are yato the faithfull puniſhmeurs for finne, the wicked, 


bur 


Hoſ.11.8. 


Deur.29.33. 


2.5am.7.14. 


Hab. 3.2, 


Hew theeffiftions of the farbfull 
butonely the chaſtiſements of a loving father, inflited for 
his glory and their good; for howſocuer the puniſhments 


T" 2. FR 


* of the wicked, and chaftiſements of the godly be in matter 


and in outward appearance, yea eucnin reſpec of bodily 
ſenſe, and the apprehenſion of naturall reaſon all one; yeris 

there great and manifold difference betweene them to bee 
obſerued by theeie of ſpiritvall judgment, enlightened by 
the bright beames of Gods truth ſhining in his word, As 
firſt the chaſtiſements of the faithfull and puniſhments of 
the wicked doe differ in their efficient cauſes who infli& 
and impoſe them. For they come from the hand of a graci- 
ous father reconciled vnto vs in Chriſt; theſe from. a iuſt 
Iudge, and from a powerfull and incenied enemie. They are 
irflited in loue and fatherly compaſſion , which cauſeth 
his bowels to carne, and his heart to reſent, fo as he cannot 
caſt off his children like the wicked, *burt receiucth them 
againe into his former fauour, after that they are hun; bled 
vnder his chaſtifing hand; according to that of the Prophet 
Heoſea, How ſhall | give thee vp Ephraim ? how ſhall I azliner 
thee Ifraell ? How ſhall I make thee as Admah? How ſhalN fet 

thee as Zeboim? Mine heart ts twrnea within me, my repon= 

tings are roWvled together, As if hekad laid, though your fins 

are ſo many and grieuous, that I might iuftly deftroy you 

with fire and brim(ſtone, as I did thoſe cities adioyning to 

Sodome and Gomorrah; yet in regard of my couenant, and 

my loue which in Chriſt I beare you, I cannot deale with 

youas Idid with thoſe curſed nations;bur when your finnes 
enforce me to correct you, I do compaſſionate your griefes, 

and am readie to repent and furceaſe your affiiions, when 

you repent of your ſinne againſt me. And with this agreeth 

Gods promiſe made to Daxrd concerning his ſonne S«/s- 
non, If be forme, I will cbaſten him with the rod of men,aund with 
the plagues of the children of men; but my mercy ſhall not de- 
pare from bin, as [ tooke it from Saul, Whom 1 haxe put away 
before me. Sothat the Lord in correQting his chileren, doth 

(as the Prophet Habakkuc ſpeaketh) /n wrath remember 


mercy, 


| and the puniſymonts of the wicked differ, 
wwercy, and he doth chaftiſe them in his indgment, not in bis 
anger to bring them tonething, and viterly cut them off. Bur 
contrariwiſe, the puniſhments of the wicked are inflited ' 
yponthemin Gods wrath and heauie diſpleaſure ; neither 

, doth he take any compaſſion on them in their miſeries, bur 
rather delighteth himſelfe in the exercifing his wftice and 
judgements vypen them for their ytrer ruine and deftru- 
ion, 

Secondly,they differ in their impulfive or moving cauſe; 
for the cauſe moving the Lord to chaſtiſe the faithfull,is his 
loue and goodnefſe, whereas his wrath andiuſt diſpleaſure 
conceived againſt the wicked for their ſinnes, moucth him 
ro inflict teflrwid puniſhments vpon them, | 

Thirdly, they differ intheir end, for the Lord chaſtiſeth 


the faichfull, that hee may manifeſt his mercie in their con- Rem.9.22. 


uerfion, but he puniſheththe wicked, that he may manifeſt 
his iuftice in their confuſion, Hee chaſtiſeth them in loue 
for their amendement, that they may not fin; hee puniſheth 
theſe in wrath to fatisfic his iuſtice, becauſe they haue fin-- 
ned. Hee chaſtiſeth them that they may like gold be purified 
inthe fire of afflition from their drofſe and corruption,and - 
ſo be made fit for Gods heauenly treaſurie ; hee puniſheth 
theſe that like chaffe or ſtubble they may be conſumed with - 


the fire of his wrath. Hechaſtiſeththem thaz they may not ? .Cor.11.32, 


be condemned with the world ; hee puniſheth theſe that 


their earthly miſeries may bee the beginning of their con. Iam.1.3. 


. demnation, and (asit were) their firſt Rep into hell. Hee 
chaftiſeth them to try them, thatin triall chey may bee ap- 

roued; he puniſhech theſe to vex -and torment” them, by 
Cinging ypon them that vengeance which their finnes 
have deſerved, 

Fourthly, they differ in their effes; for the affliQions of 
the faithfull doe much profit them, and further their ſalua- 
tion; but the puniſhments of the wicked doe much hurt - 
them andfurther their condemnation. They ſoften and mol- 
lifie theit hearts, and makechem co.-bumble — 

| ore + 
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Fdeota int 
ortbodoxogr. 
patient.vere . rocks of de{trution.To which purpoſe one faith,that to the 
contemplat. cap. 
20, 


| How the affliflions of the faithful 
fore their heauenly father, imploring mercy and forgiuenes; 
theſe doe make them more hard and obdurate,andin furic 
anddeſperate madnefle to blaſpheme, murmure and repine | | | 
againſt their ludge, becauſe he doth execute ypon them his > OM 
righteous judgments, They not — ro increaſein | 
them all ſpirituall graces, but alſo manifeſt them to Gods 7 
glory and their owne comfort; theſe both multiplie and 
manifeſt the finnes and corruptions of the wicked to their e- 
verlafting horrour and confuſion. They beating, and (asit 
were punning)the faichfull,doe make them like odoriferous 
ſpices to ſmellthe more ſweetly, the more they are bruſed, 
theſe vexing the wicked doe make them like filthie ſinkes 
andpuddles to ſtinke the more noyſomly the more they are 
rroubled, Finally, they ſerue as an vnpleaſant, yer traighe 
and dire way which bringeth the faithfull into the king- 
dome of heauen; but theſe are (as it were) the porch and fiſt 
entrance of hell, and like a ftormie and tempeſtuous ſea, 
& Which ſplitteth and finketh the wicked on the ſands of de- 
deſperation, and maketh them to wrack their ſoules on the 


Lib.3. 
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damned and reprobate,rribulation begerteth puhillaminitie, 
puſillaminitie perplexitie, perplexitie deſperation, and de- 
ſperation confuſion and condemnation, 

Fifthly, the afflitions of the faithfull,.and the puniſh- 
ments of the wicked doe differ, in reſpeRt of their ſeuerall | 
ſabieRs, or the perſons vpon whom they are impoſed; for 
they are inflicted on ſonnes, theſe onſlaues, they on friends, 
theſe on enemies; they on Gods faithfull and couragious 
ſouldiars, whom after the victory he will crowne with glo- 


ry; theſe on malefaGours and offenders, whom it ishispur- 3 
poſe copuniſh according to their demerits, 
Sixthly, they differ intime and continuance; for the af- Py 


flitions of the faichfull are ſhort and momentanie; bur the. 
puniſhments of the wickedareendlefle and everlaſting; for 
as the happineſſe of the ele andtheir glorification, is in- 
choate and begun cuea in this life, when they haue attained 
| $e? | vnto 


f 


 demnation after alltheir worlsly miferies, and calamities, 


<eflary, Neither doe their like ſtripes proue them to be of 


" TERS, , _ _— [I « ra IO ONE 3 KR? es nas ET 0% eg , 

F, F C b_ =y « : F32: =” SY 

24 RE” Chap.s, . 
and the puniſh 


ments of the wicked differ. 
vntg fome tneaſure of ſanQtfication,vnto peace with God, 
ace of couſcience and ioy inthe holy Ghoſt ; ſo contrari- 
wiſe the torments of the reprobate, are euen begunne in 
this world , when as they ſuffer for their ſinnes temporall 
plagues and puniſhments, ſeeing theyare he earneſt oftheir 
condemnation; .and the very flaſhing of that infernall fire. 
Seauenthly, they differin their meaſure and quantitie, in 
which reſpe&he afflitions of the faithfull are that gentle "I 
rod, whereby like children they ace lovingly correted by 1.Cor.11.32. 
their heauevly father z bur the puniſhments of the wicked 
arothat three liringed whip, whereby the wicked areſcour- 
ged and tormentedlike ſlaues and malefaRours, at the ap= 
pointment of theirTudge. They tending to correRt in iudg. Ier.30.tz, 
ment forthe good of theparrie, and theſe to defiroy and yt- 
terly cut off, as the Propher ſpeaketh, And though there 
ſeemeto be no difference in outward appearance betweene 
the ſtripes of the ſonne, and the laſhes of the ſlaue; yer is 
there great difference in their inward feeling, ſeeing they 
have much internall ioy, and comfort from the 9” ar 
which they haue of the love and fauour of their heaucnly 
father, euen whileſt he correQeth them, whereby they are 
aſcertained that all their affliions ſhall haue a ioyfull and 
happie iſſue ; whereas theſe conceiuing God to be a ſeuere 
Tudge, and an incenſed encmie, doe with horrour and feare 
ſuffer the cuils which lie vpon them, as the deſerued puniſh» 
ments of their ſinnes, hauing no better hopes for the time 
to come, but rather a terrible expeRation of helliſh con- 


To this purpoſe one ſaith, that there is great difference be- ©®eft degide 
tweene the chaſtiſements of aſonne and the puniſhments Ms Pan i 
of a {laue, For the ſonne is beaten, and ſois rhe ſervant,” v. 

but he like a ſervant who hath offended, bur the other as 

free-borne, and as a ſonne 'vnto whom diſcipline is nes» 


like honour, nor doth it heerevpon follow, that becauſe the 
| RR T wicked 


verſ.21. 


Rom.8.18, 
2.Cor.4.17-. 


$$SeZ.15. 


That there were full, are not puniſhments of their fiones, inflited by an of... 
xocomfort is ended judge, for the fatisfying of his iuſtice ; but the cha- 

afflifions, if 
they were p#4- 


wiſments, ; 
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276 
That no comfort ariſeth out of paniſyment ts them that bear it, 


. wickedand godly ſuffer the ſame things, therefore they are 
of the ſame condition; but correQion is inflited vpon the: - 
fonne, for his humiliation or trial]; vponthe ſlave, for his. 
torment and puniſhment. And therefore Dawid knowing . 


theſe differences, faith of the iuſt, that many. were their tri. 


bulations , but preſently addeth , that the Lord delinereth 
them out of all: ſhewing the cure and remedie as ſoone as. 


the diſeaſe and maladie. But ſpeaking of the-wicked, hee 


faith, that many are the torments of the finner, bur addeth . 


nocomfort of helpe and deliuerance. Finally, as thereare 
thefe and many ſudii like differences betweene the chaſtiſe- 


ments of the faithfull, and the puniſhments of the wicked, 


for the preſentin this world;.ſo farre greater ſhall the dif- 


ference be betweene them in that which followeth in the - 


liferocome; for the afflitions ofthe godly in this preſear 


life are »or (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) ivorihy the glory which - 


ſvallbe renealed, Sceing as hee ſaith in another place, Theſe 


light and momentanie afflictions, ſhall cauſe vats thema farre 


woſt excellent, and an eternall waighr-of glorie Whereas the 
temporarie puniſhments of yngodly men, working in them 


noreformation and amendement, butrather (as hath beene 


fhewed) encreafing and multiplying their haynous firnes, 


are accompanied with eucilaſting torments , and helliſh . 


condemnation in the world tocome. 
And thus haue I proued that the afflitions of the faith - 


Riſements of a gracious father,by which hee correReth his. 
children for their profit & amendment; and haue alſo ſhew- 


cd the manifold and greater differences betweene the pu- 
nifhments ofthe wicked and the affliftions of the godly, 


ypon the which Ihave the longer inſiſted, becauſe :the con. 


trary opinion of the aduerſaries, oppoſed againſt this truth, 


Kriketh at the very roote of all-tryc and ſaund comfore, For 


wa 


a.it is the cheefe tay, to vphold fainting ſoules apprefied 
: ; wo with .. 


4 
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Lib.2. | 277  Chap.g- : 
That ns cotfort ariſeth ont of paniſyment to them that beay it, 
with the heauy waight ofgrieuous affliftions, to know, and 
robe affured that all which chey ſuffer are che chaftiſements 
of a gracious Father , whereby hee correQerh them out of 
meere loue, fortheir owne profitand benefic,and not for a- 
ny pleaſure which he taketh in their ſmart and paine, but yp.. 
on meere necefſity to reclaitve them from their finnes, and bY 
ro fic then for his kingdorne : ſo when this Nay is taken a- 
way, and the afflied party isperſwaded , thatthe miſeriee 
which hee endureth are deſerued puniſhments of an aogrie 
iudge, infliQed for the ſatisfying of his iuſtice, becing rob. 
bed of all conſolation, hee fainteth yoder his burthen, and 
- finketh into the bottomleſle gulfe of deepe deſpaire. For if 
he were ynable to beare the burthen of his afflictions when 
they were alone, what will become of him when the dou- 
ble load of Gods wrath and diſpleaſure is added vnto it? or 
whether ſhould he flee for comfort, when hee ſeeth, that hee 
- who is onely ableto reelecue him is an incenſed enemie? 
How ſhould ke haue any hope to haue his afflitions lighte- bb”, 
ned or ſhortned, which are inflicted to fatisfie-iuſtice, when 
25 his owne conſcience telleth him that his leaſt ſinnes are 
of infinite guiltin reſpeR of that infinite maicſty which is 
offended? or what ſhal ſtay him from flecing out ofthe pre- 
ſence of God, when like a righteous iudge hee purſueth him 
in wrath totake due vengeance on him for his wickedaes? 
Finally how ſhall a faithfullman conclude w David, thatity,, 
is good forhim tobeafflited, ifhis afflitions be the fruits IRE 
yr. effets of Gods wrath and the deſerued puniſhments of 
his fine, which hurt and profitnot? or how ſhall he pro-+ 
nounce them bleſſed whom God correReth, if they bee ſtill Poincare” 
vnder the curſe,ſuffring thoſe puniſhments which the Law EPO 
threatneth ? Whereas contrariwiſe if we be perſwaded that 
the Lord is ſtill our gracious Father,we,wil flec into his bo- 
ſome for refuge againſt all evils, and humble our ſelues yn-' 
der his mighty hand whom wee haue offended, hoping to 
receive ypon out ſubmiſſien gnavey and forgiuenes, if wee 
2 CON- 
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That no comfort ariſeth out of puniſhment to them that be ir, 


conceive that he correQceth vs forour profit,our future hopes 
will ſtrengthen our patience to indurepreſent ſmart. If wee 
be affured that God loueth our perſons, andin all his cor- 
re&ions aymeth at nothing but the mortifying of our fins, 
and our reformation; this will make vs alſoJabour to ſub- 
duethem,and toamend what is amifle, that ſo wee may bee 
freed from ourpaine and ſmart, Which a malefaftour who 
is puniſhed for his fault neuer aymeth at ; eine hoe know- 
eth thatthe end ofhis ſuffering is notto amend him , burto 
fatisfic juſtice, which will hauc it courſe, and not remit any 


_ of the puniſhment ypon the repentance ofthe party. 


CHAP. 


Lib. 2. 279 Chap.1o, 


That God affiifteth vs ont of meere lone, | 


T 


_— 


Cuan þ i 


That all afflictions are impoſed vpon the faithful ont of God: 
meere loue, And that this lone plainely appeareth in the 
meaſure of their afflittions; and firſt in regard of themſeluer, 
whether we reſpelt their quantity which s but ſmall,or therr 
rrmerbich # but foort. | 


So ND thus haue Tſhewed the firſt branch, and $ Sed.x. 

Jy maine ground of the Chriftians comfort in That God loueth 
the time of trouble and affli tion , confiſting bis children tru« 
in the knowledge and afſurance of this point; 7 and(ubſtanti. 


| : EE : _ ally like a Fae 
that the croſles and calamities which hee in- ,,7 profit thi 


dureth are not puniſhments inflied for the ſatisfying of g wor fondly ge 
Gods iuftice: now the other point propounded followeth effeminately like 
to be proued, namely that they are to the faithfull the cha- 4 fookſh mother 
Aiſcments of a gratious Father,wherewith out ofmeer loue '9Pca/c them. , 
he correQeth them as his children, not for any diſpleaſure 
conceiued againſt their perſons,or for any pleaſure which he 
taketh in their ſmart and paine,bur onely for their profit and 


benefic,both heere, and in the life to-come, For the clearing 
- whereof wee areto know, that there is a twofold kinde of 


loue to bee obſerved in carthly parents, the firſt a fond 
and cockering loue commonly incident to the weaker 
ſexe, whereby in allthings they indeauour to plcaſe their 
children, to follow their fooliſh appetite and luſts, and 
let their owne will bee the rule of all their ations, and 
therfore if {o it pleaſe them, theyare content tolerthem 
languiſh iv idlenefſe, orto runne riotous courſes, which 
in all likelihood will bring them to' perdition. Butthis 
is nothing elſe but with the ape to kill their yong with 
clipping,to play the enemy vnder the vizard of a friend;and 


4o-make them drinke the poyſonous dregs of all miſ- : 
SJ chicfe { 


Lib.2. = __. Chap.10, 
That God afflifleth ys out of meere lone. 


chiefe becouſe itis ſugred with loue, and ſweetned with 
the fond affeRion of an ouer-tender mother. Theother kind 
of loue, though it make not ſo plauſible:'a ſhew, is not in 
truth weaker, but much wiſer; not lefſe intyre and heartye, 
but much more diſcreet and profitable, as wholly aiming at 
the good of the party beloued; not caring much whether ir 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe, whether the things which it inioyneth be 
cafie or difficult, tedious or delightful, ſo they bee impor- 
tantly behoucfull, and greatly beneficiallto him who is to 
- vndertake them. And this isthe profitable loue ofa wile & 
diſcreet father, who ſomtimes withholdethneceſſaries from 

the ſonne whom hee loueth, not becauſe hee grudgeth to 

give them, but becauſe he would inure him to hardnes, and 

make him more ſecurely inioy his plenty, when he knoweth 

how to want ſometimes , alſo hee crofſeth him of his will, 
.to teach him humility, and inureth him to ſuch painfull la- 
bour,as doth often preſſe forth ofhim ſweat, and ſometimes 

teares, Buteſpeciall this wiſe and fatherly loue doth ſhew it 

ſelfe,in keeping his ſonne vnder a ſtraight and ſenere diſci- 

pline,in reſtraining him of his liberty, in containing him 

within the bonds of modeſty, temperance and ciuility, in 

keeping him from running into licentious courſes, and in 

reclaiming him from ſuch vices and faults by due correion 

which being continued in without amendment, would fru- 

ſtrate the fathers expeRation, and make him together with 

his comfort and ioy to loſe his ſonne ; and cauſe the childe 

together with his Fathers diſpleaſure to incurre the dan- 

ger of looſing his inheritance, Now that witlefſe and 

worthlefle loue of a fond mother, as it deſerueth notto 

bee reſpected and eſteemed, ſeeing irttendeth to the hurt 

and deftruction of the party beloued; fo itisnot to bee ex- 

peed of Gods children, from ſo wiſe and worthy a Father, 

who in allthingsaymeth attheir good, and chuſeth rather 
to proficthen to pleaſe them. For hee knowing the cor- 

ruptions of our nature , how eaſily wee arc puffed vp _ 
pride, 


4 


LE 


Lib.2, | 281 | Chap. to. | 


| the people of 1iracll : you onely hane [ knowne of all the fami- 
lies of the earth ; therefore 1 will _ Jou for all your inique un 


. That God afflifteth vs out of meere lone, 


pride,when we enioy worldly proſperity, and made fooliſh- 
ly wanton with alittle cockering ; howready wee are to 
languiſh in idlenes, andto become effeminate with earthly 
delights; howprone wee are to diſhonour himin his gifts, 
and how -vſuall ic is with vs to abuſe theſe remembrances of 
his loue, as occaſions to make vs both negle& and forget 
our benefaour, and finally how liberty bringeth vs to li- 
centiouſneſſe, wanronneſle to wilfulnefle, and wantof due 
correction to all difſoluteneſle and diſorder ; like a wiſe 
Father.out of meere loue hee keepeth vs vnder ſeuerer dif- 
Ciplinez and though hee ſuffereth wicked worldlings and 
damned reprobates to flouriſh in their impiety , to live 
with impunity in all manner of wickedneſſe, and to revell 
and ruffle it out in allpompe and pleaſure, becauſe hee in- 
tendeth to give them their portion in this life, and to ler 
them fatte themſelues againſt the day of ſlaughter : yer Oui dedit tibs* 
ſuch is his loue and care ouer his owne ſonnes and children, felicitatem h- 


that they no ſooner begin to waxe proud and wanton , but 5 /eculi,ad c5. 
ſolationem tuam 


he preſently humbleth and keepeth them vnder, and no ſoo-!,,7.00 
ner doe they enter into courſe of (inning, but he forthwith, wc. 
reclaimeth them from their wicked waics by his chaſtiſe- 4ugup. in oha, 
mentsand correCions. For(as one faith) hee granteth vato irat1z.7.y. 
his child worldly felicity to comfort & not to corrupt him; 
and when hee ſeeth it thus abuſed , he doth ſcourge him in 
this world for his amendment, and not for his condemna- 
tion; and therefore wee muſt ſuffer him with patience, cor- 
reQing vs like afather; lealt we ſhould feele him heereafter 
puniſhing vs as a iudge. _ 

And this truth is manifeſt vnto vs in the Scriptures, both 7 
by teftimonies andexamples. So the Lord faith, that he will £90 p- - p 4 
begin to plague the city Where his name is called vpon. And the , args: ba 3 
Apoſtle tellerh vs, that iudgement muſt begun at the houſe of luc in corre- © 
Ged. Soby the Prophet e Amor the Lord thus ſpeaketh to Fing bischil- 


dren. 
ler. 25.29, 


1105. Amos.3.. 


YL }R8}|"E ufs = ©. -Chapas, 


Pre.3.1.12. 
Heb.12.5.6, 


Apoc. 3.19, 


1. Cor.11.32, 


Sen. 47.9. 


».Sam.r 2.35, 


That God affuterh vs ont of meere lone. 


tier, The wiſe man alſo vſeth this argument to perſwade vs 
with patience to beare the chaſtening of the Lord, and nor 
to bee grieued with his correQtion , becauſe hee corrett- 
eth hm: hom he loneth,enen as the father deth the childe in 
whom hee delightoth. To which place the Apefile alluding 


. faith z Ay ſonne deſpiſe nor the chaſtening of the Lord, neither 


faint when thou art rebuked of him; for n hom the Lordloueth 


. be chaſtexeth, and he ſcourgeth enery ſonne that be receineth, 
Finally the Lord himſelfe profefſeth, that he doth rebuke. & 
. chaften as many as he Joueth, and vſcth itasan argument to 
 perſwade vnto repentance and zealousreformation,becauſe 


whoſoever eſcape, yet they ſhall be {urero bee correted (if 
they offend) whom he loueth andreſpeRteth ; that they may 
heereby be reclaimed fromtheir wicked courſes, and lo bee 
deliuered fromthe condemnation of the world. And this 
alſo appeareth by the examples of the faithfull from time to 
time, for who more in Gods fauour then Abraham the Fa- 
ther of the faithfull, and yet how many croſſes did hee 
indure ? as the leaving of his friends and countrey, and 
the leading of his life, as it were, in a voluntarie ba- 
niſhment.among a ftrange people, the offering of his be- 
loued [/aac, and feare of his owne life ? who more deare 
vo God then /acob, of whom he ſaid, before he was borne 
lacob bane I loned? and yet ſomany were his afflitions that 


| he affirmeth his daies to bane beene few and enill, Who more 


reſpe&ed of God then ob, whom ke pronounced to bethe 
iuſteſt man ypon carth ? and yer who more deictedand 
loaded with afflictions? Who more gracious with the Lord 
then holy Dasid,whom hee affirmeth to have beene a man 
according to his owne heart ? and.yet hee complainerh 
that when his wicked enemies wallowd in worldly delights 
he was «fflited daily, andpaniſhedevery morning. SO itis ſaid 
of S«/omon his ſon that by Gods appointment hee was called 
Iedidiah berauſe the Lord loned him:and that David received 


this promiſe from God inhis. behalfe, that he would bee his | 


Fathcr,and he ſhould be his ſonne; and yerthe Lordaddeth, 
| | that 


Ee TS <q. 
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Liba. " a8g?: , Chap.16, 
That God af flifieth vs owt of meere lone; | 
that if hee did forve bee Would cbaften him with rhd red of men, - 
andwith the plagues of the thildren of men; noteubſt andrng big 3920-714, 
mercy ſhould nor depart from lin as he tooke it from Sauls Yea pj, _y 
of all his Church and people the Lord faith, tharif they did ,1.3;. ho 
breake his ſtatutes, and would not keepe bis commandementsr be | 
wonld viſite their tranſgreſſionwith the rod, and their iniquiie' 
with ftrokes, but yet his lowing kmdnes hee wanld not tabs from: 


. them, nor falſifie his truth by breaking bis conenant, Bur of ' 


ſuch examples I ſhall haue occafionto ſpeake more heercaf-. 

ter,and therefore referre them to their place: onely fax the 

preſent let vs both by: theſe teſtimonies and exainplesbee 
perſwaded of this truth, that the Lord correeththole who 

are moſideare vnto bim,, out of meere louefortheir profic A, 
and benefit, and that Gods loite,and theſe ſeeming fruits of 

his anger inour crofſes andafflitions ny well fiand toge-.. 

ther; according to that of thePſalmiſt ; Thou berdeſt rbems O Plaln 99s; 
Lordour God: then Waſt « fanonrable God unto them, though! | 
thou diddeſt take vengeance for their muenitians. Andtherfore 

when we are in the middeſt of our afflitions, notwithflan= 

ding theſe crofſesand calamities, we may triumphingly 

out with the Apoſtle, #/ho ſhall ſeparate vs from the lone of _ | 
Chriſt? ſhall tribulation or anguiſh , or perſecution , or famine, Rom. 8.35.38; 
or nakedneſſe, or perill,or ſword? &c. 1 am perſwaded, that ney- 
ther death nor life, nor eAngels, nor princypattties j nor thin FP 


| eſent, »or things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
EG [able to ſeparate vs from the lone of God » bich 
. it in Chriſt Ieſws our Lord. | 


Bur ler vs not content our-felues with'the general know- - 
ledge of this truth, that the Lord out of his infinice and ( Sed7.3. 
endlefſe loue doth chaſtiſe the faichfull fortheir good; but That God in bi 
let vs further confider how _ _ — God is manifefied _ hte 
ynto them in theiraffl;Rions, by inſifting in ſome particu- 3% 7: 
lars. To which purpoſe weare 4 know x Gods —— Hef 
fyll loue areth:ynto;his children, both in the theaſure meaſure of affit- 
oftheir afflitions, and'ih his .ends which moue himtolay &io fr for them, | 


ypon them his fatherly correRiong; the which hisendsbe- SY 
” ing 


p ox a 3? 
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| Lib.2. __ 23, Chap-10; 


That Gods lone appeareth in the meaſure of our affiiflions, 
ing ſecret in himſelfe, he maketh knowne vnto ys by thoſe 
fruites and effeQs, which by theſe his chaſtiſements hee 
owerfully produceth and worketh in vs. Concerning the 
Romer, Gods louc appeareth in the meaſure of our affli- 
Qions, firſt generally in that hee is content toaffii ys in 
ſome meaſure; for ſeeing our finnes.haue beene withour 
meaſure both in their greatnefſe and number; and have 
' beene alſo committed againſtan immenſe, infinite and in- 
comprehenſible maicſtie; therefore if the Lord ſhould deale 
with ys according to his iuſtice and righteous indgments, 
wee Yauc deſerved that our puniſhments ſhould bee with- 
out meaſure, number or end, But God infinite in mercie 
and goodnefſe doth nor deale with vs according to our de- 
ſerts; but as hee hath graciouſly turned the puniſhments of 
'Flaves, infliged byarighteous Judge, into chaſtiſements 
_ of ſonnes inflied by alouing father: ſo according tothis 
loue and mercy hee hath meaſured out ſuch a certaine flint 
and proportion of thefe afflictions vntocuery one of his 
children, as in his wiſdome hee knoweth to bee fitteſt for 
them, and that both in reſpe& of their quantitie , what and 
how much they ſhall beare , and alſo in reſpe of their 
time and continuance, when and how long they bs 
dure them. In which reſpe& we may truely affirme, that as 
there is no crofle; calamitie or sfflition, which is notfore- 
appointed of God; and ordered, ruled and difpoſed by his 
moſt wiſe and all-ruling prouidence ; ſothe quantitie how 
much, and the time how long, isalſoby the ſame wiſdome;, 
and providence ordained and appointed, in fuch an exact 
and ftrit manner, that as it is impoſſible for 8ny tnants 
free himſelfe, in whole or in part, from any of that meaſure 
which is ſhared and altoted ynto him; or to prevent. it 
from comming, or to eſcape fromir, being como before the 
appointed time; {cis iralike impoſſible; char, all the power” 
of: Divels or men ſhoutd: adie: one: dram to: chewailpht, 
. dr ohe mituee: tothe time of our aſflictions, more they that 
; Propottion which God by his powerfull wifdome hath 


mca- 


H 


_ Even to the falling of an hairefrom our heads, areordered Mate. 10.30, - 


sf S 


| That Gods lene appeareth in the meaſure of xr afftitiens, Ys 
meaſured out yntothem, For as be hath ſaid cothe waters _ | 

» of the ſea, fo alſo to theſe floods of __ tate ein lob.3z8.11, - 

ecome, but no farther, and here ſhall ye (fa your proua waner, 

To this purpaſe the Pſalmiſt faith, that God had fed hispeo-. Plal.So.s, 
ple with the bread of teares, and giuen them teares to drinkg 
with great weeſure, Sothe Church in herafflitions ground- 
eth her faith vpon this cruth in her prayers vio God for 
helpe and deliverance. Be nor angry, O Lord, «bogemeaſure, 
neither remember iniquitie for ener: and againe, Wile rboy Ela.64.9.12, - 
held thy peace, awd affitt vs abowe meaſure? Asthongh ſhee 
ſhould fay, I am affuredthat thou wilt nor doe it, ſeeing it is 
contrarie tothy nature, word and yſuall cuſtome, And with . 
this agreeth the booke of wiſdome, where it is aid, that 
the Lord wanted not meanes, tohauecorreRted his people 
with much more grieuous afflitions, then thoſe which 
they indured, but yet he had not-done it, becauſe be bad or- Wilts, 19.20, 
dered all things wm meaſure, number and waight. As alfo the | 
ſaying of our Saujour Chriſt himſelfe , who afhrmeth, thac 
not onely our greater afflitions, bur the leaſt and lighteſt, 


by Gods providence,ſo as they cannot withour his appoint» ***:**+t8 


ment happen ynto ys, Anexample whereof we haue in /ob, 
for as na atthe firſt could _ touch him tillhee had re- — 
cciued a commiſſion from God; lo neither could heeadde  - 
any thing voto his firſt affliftions, tillhis commiſſion was 
renewed, And as the Lord meaſureth out ynto-ys our affii- 
Qions, in refpeReftheir quantitie, ſoalſo in regard of their - 
time; as we may ſee in the Egyptian bondage, which was Wn 
appointed by God to continue 430. yeares, which being £*0-12.49.41. 
expired, the people of Ifrael were in the very ſame day deli- RBI 
ucred out of ir, Andalſoin the captivitieof: Babylon, which 
wasto continue by Gods decree 70. yeares, which being - 
expired according to Godspromile made ynto them by his Ter-29.10.. 
Propher, they were deliucred our of their captivitie, And * ©!9:36:2% + 
thus the Lord appointetha certaine-tjme for the afflitions *** 
ofthe Church of Smyrna, /r. hal come topaſſe, that the Di- 
well /aall caſt ſome of you intoprijen, that ye-may be tryed; and 5P94.10, 

| ye . 


f 
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Wy, 


Chap.13.6, 


Wiſd-13.29.21 


\ veryoneof vs ſuch 


SS 


That God effifteth v4 ont of meere lone, 
yee ſhall haze tribulation ten dajes . And alſo to thewhole 
Church milicant, where it is faid,7 har che woman (thatis the” 
Church) fled into the wilderneſſe, where ſhe had a plateprepared 
of God, that they ſhonld feed her there a thouſand, tw fared, 
and threeſcore dayes, By all which it appeareth that the Lord 
dothnot chsften his children raſhly and in his furie, bur 
with great wiſdome and deſcretion, and vpon mature deli- 
beration appointing before hafid both the quantitic of 
their affii ions, andthe time of their continuance; and no 
mervaile, for-if ( as the author of the booke of wiſdome 
ſpeaketh) rhe Lord doth punify the enemies of his children, and 
the condemned to death with ſuch deliberation , gining them 
time and place, whereby they mightbe delinered from their ma- 
lice; with how great circumſpettionwill he indge his owne ſons? 
Now the conſideration of this truth, tharGod doth nor lay 
vs open toafflitions, nor leaue vs to Satan and our fpirictuall 
enemiesto be loaded with miſeries at their pleaſure, as our 
finnes which are without number or end have ivſtly deſer- 
ved; bur doth in his fatherly wiſdome meaſure out vnto e- 

a proportion of affliQtions as is fitting 
for vs; as it doth ſufficiently ſhewthe greatneſſc of Gods 
mercy and loue, ſo it may ſtrengthen our patience in the 
time of our afflitions, and repleniſh-our hearts with joy 
and conſolation. Secing wee ſtand not to the cruel] curtehe 
of the enemies of our ſalvation, to endure what pleaſeth 
them tolayypon ys; bur only hauc ſucha meaſure allotted 
ynto vs, as God in his infinite Jouc and goGgrefle knoweth 
beſt; and howſoeuer they are oftentimes the inſtruments of 
our calamities, and are vied by our heauenly Phyfitian as 
his Apothecaries ro miniſter vnto vs theſe vnplcaſant po- 
tions, for the purging away of our corrupt and finfull hu. 

* 


mors, yet doth he ftrictkly preſcribe ſuch an exa& bill of the 
—_ and carieth ſuch a watchfull eye over them, 
WwW 


ileſt they are making theſe confeRions, that they are not 
abletoadde one _ ynto hisproportions,nor to giue vs 
a grainc more of theſe loathſome drugges then is fic for the 


effeRing of the cure, & the recouery of our ſpirituall health, 
_ . And 


, 


LIBP.10 
bl : 


- VOY : - q x '* : ex > b- q p 
*- 4 þ : W F: b, "3 "= MENS 
PIR 'S: 
"IST C a 
% f mw = * d 
*.. I ”" [ . HR 
---And 'thus1t generally appeareth 


thar God ſheweth 5S-# 4. - 


Lreat louSandmercy vntovs in that hedoth afflictys in That ex affii- 


meaſure ſceingourannutierable and} moſt bainousſins _—_ rote cot 
ſmdll and light 


haus deferued', and' the-enemies of our laluation' are 
willing andready to infli& onvs allthis plagues and pu- 
miſhtncats:inwhich reſpe&we haye iuſt cauſe to thinke 
tharweare wel dealt withgf-weefcape any ofthem, and 
to acknowledge iv aur greateſt alflictions with: tbe di- 
firefled-Church, that itis the:iofinit werey of Goa: that 


weare vat Diterly conſamed:ſecing itt is not to beattribu- | 


tedivoro; any;of our deſerts, whole finnes haue pulled 
YHowne Gods iudgements.xpon:vs,uor to want of wil or 
_ power-in Ahanandtche world whore alwaies able and 
xdehrous to do vs miſthiefe, bur onely to Gods infinite 
loueand mercy inleſus Chriſt, with. patdoneth- all our 
ſmnes, and. to: bis:almighty power-and providence, 
wheteby: he preſeructhiand defendech ys fromthe ma- 
liceand tnightofall theſe outedemies,fo asthey cangor 
puniſh»s atgheir owne- pleaſure, bur: only: as Gods in- 
firumenes/affl: &arid corre vs.in-fuch a maner and megs 
ſuxe as hepreſeribeth, Nowlet ys deſcend toamore {pe- 
cnll confideretion of themeaſute of ourafflitions, and 
takeamore cleate view of Gods loueatd merey bright» 
ly (hinjag thereip;and that both in reſpeR of the crofle 
it ſelfe whieh we-beare,anda}ſoin regard of vs who in- 
dure and beargit;Theloucang mercy of God appeareth 
in themedfuredboutiffiitiong;bothiin.refpet oftheir 
cuanticy which i bus {mell;ondin; qheir gigie which is 
but-ſhaus fartidberchey are light,or they/are novlong 
andif.they-beegreatin-quantity,they are: bur momentca-» 


Lamen,z-23« 


tifuance;or-if.they. be redious in time, . 


ROO a 

theyArexalieiin Faight; apdtherfare maybe born with 
potiange zQitherin're gang of our ſenſe, begaulo, they do 
net #renble yewuch, beingthemſclues: light angimall, 
ot inreſpeRt ofour hope;becauſerhbey will not crquble 


vsdogplreingabey aeebyrclharts 9d WATERIAAY'> YES. 
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. 1,Cor.t1.32. 


».Con4 17, 


"1 Math.11:30; 
Pſal,62.9, 


-ence,and to inable ys the morefitly ro-draw andlabout 


Chap-t. Lit 


o6 
That Gods knocpendeht the | 
inrrueth we may well -ioyne both together, and afheme 


.. withche Apoſiletharthey arc both light in. their loader 


and waight,andalio ftzortandmomentany in theirtime 
and continuance, And rherfore wellmay we beare thera 
not only with patience, bur alſo with ioy andthankful- 
neſſe;cfpecially if we conſider, that through the infinite 
mercies of God and merits .af Chriſt, we are 'corrected: 
with theſe ſmall and ſhort chaſtibements, that we. may 
be freed from intollerable torments and cuetlaſting 
condemnation,and do therefore indure theſe light and 
momentany affiiftions,that through the bleſſing of God, 
they may canſe vxto v4 a far mort excellent and an eternull 
azght of glory.Firſt then Gods mercy and16ue towards 

vs dotheppeare inthe meaſure of our affiitions,inthae 
they are bur light and ſmall for: whereas our finnes. 
haue deſerued the vnſupportable waight of Gods wrath 
and the intollerable torments of the-damnedin hel{fire; 
the-Lord hath graciouſly fparedvs,:and-caufed hisonly 
deare ſonne in our ſtead to beare our iniquities, toge. 
ther with the puniſbmenrt due ynto-them:hehath with= 
held it from lighting and lying vponvs, whom it would 
haue overwhetmed,and preſſed downe-te:thebotrome 

ofhell;and hathlaideir vpon the ſhoulders of owr Saui- 
our who was able to beare it,and in bearingalſs toabo- 


liſh and take it away. And now he hath firtedanother | 


burthen for vs, net according to the meafure 'of out 
finnes but of our ftrengthenot that imtollexableburthen 
of finne and puniſhment, whichwould opprefle vs, and 
cauſe vs to fitikE into the gulfe of defperation,' but a 


feet, light andeafic burthen of affliions, 25 0ur Saui- 


our calleth it, to keepe 'vs whio are light vpor- the bal- 
lance(as the Pſalmift ſpeaketlhi}from — puffed: vp 
and blowne away with the wind of worldly vanities, 
And this he layeth-vpon vs, notto toyle and tyreys;bur 


that it may ſerue as ancahie yoke to keepe-vs in obedi- 


wy Yy 


e - ke dh 085 ©: 
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- 
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| "29059  Cimagno) 
.\ wenſure of our efftifions, a 
in the way of Gods commandements, which inthe end 
will bringreſt ro our ſoules 3 not to;oucr burthenand 


_ fankevs.ia this ſex-of maſeries; but rather to ballaft vs, 


hat we be not ouer ſet with the! boiſterous blafts. of fa- 
thans temptations,and to keepe vs in a right courſe that 
we benot wrackt ypon the rocks of finne.So the author 
of the book of Wiſedome: ſaich;T herefore thou chaſtneſt 


them by. little andiitle that offend;and warneſt them by put+ Wiſl11,2, 


ting thew in remensbrauce wherin they hawe offended;that 


leaving their wickednes they way beleexe onthee © Lord, _ 
adthis Tmall meaſure. .. "Nis tion which the Lord 
hath prepared for vsis fignified in the foriptures by the 
nameofa qup,whick by our heauenly fachevis mingled 
and prouided forour drinking; for it is: not faid that we 
muſt drinke a ſea of forrowes;or an: infinite meaſure of 


poniragnt avout ſinnes have deſerued; no nor yet 2 won caduſed 
Darrell gr great veſſel],buronely a little cup, The which calix. 


we muſt-not drinke alone; for the Lord hath caufedhis 
ſonne our Saujour to drinke the yery dregs thereof, cuen 
tothe bottome; and hathonely left a hetle pittancefor 
vstotalt & fip of, which by the death of Chriſt is ſo cor- 
reed and purified fromthe pojfon of Gods wrath; and 
{a ſugred and ſ\weerned with his 'maerits/ and'obedience, 
that not only the chiefe loathſormeſfe thereof is taken, ' 
away,yut allo.it is made hereby, of a mortalf poiſon 
which would have: killed vs,4 wholefome'preferuatiue 
to keepe vs fromehe comagion of finne,and a profitable 
Ar wie 


- potion to purge vs from@ut*corruptions. In regard = 
Prempnk ions and priefs are but ſhadowes and 


reſemblances, ratherrhen ſubftantiallcuills, & afe rather 
vizards:tofrightchildren! iv Chriſt, then rrue enemies 
which intendvs buet; And rherfererthe Apoſtle __— 


of them ſaith, 45 dying and brbold wr line; as chaftencd, 1,Cor,s.. 


andyernet killed:,as ſorvowing; and yet alway reiogcing, 
&cWhenceoneobſerucththar out ſorrow hah # quaſ, 
« though, cr 45.iewerdaddedione,burſiohutiinorourre- 

TH Aaz ioycing 


". Ghap.a6. 


Q 


Eſay 46. 2. 


Angſt inpſel. 
48 CUNBrIA. 


Dh. OS 

That Gods lane appeareth tn the . 
ioycing, becauſe in hope it: ismoſt aſſured. And Why is 
ir ſaid, not ſimply -that wee ſorrow, but” at '*# wer? 
are ſorry? becauſclikes ficepe: ordreame it yaniſherht 
away, andthe iuſt ſhall rriumph-ouer'it iti the mot- 
ning. &c- © 575 150% 02 $6454 <rati 
And howſocuer theſcſhadowes ofeuill-whith arcin- 
flited vponvs,doe at their fift appearing” &' approch- 
ing, ſeeme fearefull ;and terrible, yer-d8e they vpon 
ſome ſmall acquaintance, grow ſo familiar with'vs,thar 
wee doe not mnch auoide their company. For as the 
childe ſeeing cuen his friend and familiar acquaintance: 
approching towards him, diſguiſed with ſome vygly vi- 
zard, isat firft fight much affrighred,” and' ready to: 
cry out, and runne away ; but when the-vizard is laid' 
ahide,returneth to bimſclfc, and being freed from feare, 
doth take knowledge of the party, and turne all his 
feare iito eſt, & meriment:{ſoour afflitivs like a vizar- 
ded friend, doeartthe firſt appearing muchdmate ys, 
but when the vizard is remoued, and wee vpon better 


* acquaintance finde, thatthey are not enemies thathute 


vs, but friends, from whom.wee reccine mijch' good 
& benefit, then docwe grow familiar with'them;, and' 
notwithſtanding that their-company is vnptealant ro 
our ſenſe, yet dos wee not with any great carnefines 
defireto bee treedfrom it, becauſe wee finde it To nece- 
Mary and. profuable. And thus it.appearethithar our 
afflictions arc both light and ſmall; nortthat our firines) 
haue not; deſerued moxeſharpe.chaftifements; bu&be.' 
cauſe alittlecorreQion ſeemeth enough, wito ourmoſt 
deare and louing Father, who fo tenderly. affeRerhi'vs; 
that when hec bath gjuefr vs; ſcarce che inatived> pare 
of the ſtripes. which ,our'; fauks-bave defſerued!Hee” 
earneth and relenteth imthebdwels- of hits compaſſion,” 
& thinking our coreeRion- more-thenerioughpexdou»” 
ble to our ſinnes,hepardepgzhiouriniquities, and gracis” 
ouſly recciucchv$inzo his ſxptrfanenr,n 10 Ions) 

3 AE A, Bue 


PD — 


oe Fo nod aff, .» : 
« -1E Io is 


Re Rp ore 
 Baras enraſfligions arc inthew. quantity; ſmalland 8 SeZ. x, 

light: ſoaterhty imtheir- timeſhoriaadmomentanyt The! our e/fli- 

forthough our ſinnes have deforuedicrernalt condegy. 1077 cre mo. 
natiin hell firezyct God of hiinfinite mercy & goods T2) 9 but 
nes,dorh forthe death 8 obediece of leſus:Chriftzfreely 
remit vnto'vs$ all rhoſe-cuerlaſting puniſhments; and 
contentethhimleife+to; vifie ous in1quities with: ſome: : 
remporatychaſtiſeemensinthiis life, and with'rhe rods 
of the children of: mem; nor-for-our hure-and punifh- 
ment, but forthe amendementofourliues;and rhe fal- : 
uatis of our foules.. And thus the Lorfairbchathe. witl 
affliQ rhe feed and poſtctity ot Davichbut wes for\ ever; ci 

and paiyicilarlyof:Sh/vmer; Mars fee: ſrnreihrewontd\, $1. 11 
chaſtiſe him with therod of men, and with the plagnes.of rhe - 
childre of men; jet bis mercy ſhould nexer azyart bins, 

Yea this gracidqus:promiſe: /hee makerdhoro hisewhole) © 
Churcb,thatberwooldaris 2conteirdans why, 
bee elwnids:wroth; becauſe ſathe fpriviriwoule fatle Before Efay x 7 16, 
him,and all mankinde ſhoutd. bee deſtroyed-in: his dif-» 
plealure. /The:which trith-the:;Church:by:faicthJayerk ! 
ſure holdof; for hex ceoinifart;;in! hor great dffiitonns g 
i fend a Btanipen derail receo-wpo eyed 

1d aff ite; yet DUES: 14C8 (CPs 
the nultitede of chis:mercies. ES) PP IOY 
finnes are few inrtunitietzor hghtlinwaight;andtheres 
fore deſerue,/but-gentler ehaflifernencs; cout! hocaide- 
being 2x; gracius::Jatkery bee: wajtinwiedplrhb willirg—! 
h,araffluXthe childdionpfmen: wigs pleafocearndides!?** 535 
light ;: fur ratberxakethains chicfo pleaſure tinizxercis:t 
fing his: dwhe natute,; andih extending: hismercy-and-! 
goodnestewards repghtdutdmnberhndgdimnhes regard! ! 
the Chinchoeryenha cat tevnziel Gall fhemobrebcinber) bBai : 
takerh awlajimiquity aud phſſeeb bythe rhenfgoefioniafrbely#0057-25. 
repmadire af bus: hevitagt 3: hedretaineth not His wrath for: 


RICE "Þ oh 


kince, 


ear. .: biruuſe.' mercy pleaſetb hibsg, Buy oft inogably ! 
(4 forth this)rrapkic fGodszmadeens:: 
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J 3J7104-: Caper! | 
That Gods /one' appeareth-in: the | 


» ©" 2, tipg:and Goring our aBiQions, in his. laue and metc y" 
{045,00 24 WIthauteanys 'S 

as. -- hee) fu df-campaſſton: ent mercy; flow ta wnger; anaof! 

pal15308.10 preathkindueſſe,; heowell not- alway chide, nor keepe bis an-: 


peRtre.durdeſeruings; The Lord (faittil 


ger forever, Hee hath nor dealt withws after our finnes, 


nor rewarded vs according ta our: iniquities ; for as high as 


the: Heatenys aboue the earth, fa great is bis mercy tow- 
ardstbemthiat fe arechiw.. As far: a the'Eaft xs, from the 
weſt, ſo far:bath bee.remoned: our fines from vs. As « 
father bath compaſſion onba children; fo bath: the Lord. 
compaſſian onthem hat fears him, For.hee knoweth where- 


., of wae. bee, made; bee-remembretinthat wee are! but duſt. 
© The daies of man are as grafſc,as-«\flewer: of thr field, fo. 


flonriſheth: hte ,'&c.. To the fame purpole is that of. 
che. Propber Maiechs,' where the Lord promiſcth to: 
ſpareihis:Church;and people, ane war fpureth bi owne 
ſonne that feareth im. For:as the louing father. accep-" 


-. -, $ath ofthe weakcendeauours, zqdimpeifedt obedience 
__ ofhis childe;; and'when: hee offendeth him, doth: nor 


lang continue in his anger-and: difpleaſure,: but after 
thathechath corrected him forhis faults, that-hee may: 
nortcontinucinthem-to his diſtruſtion, hee receiucth' 
himintohis wotited fauour; thatthe may-not by ouer- 


 muchand too: long ſcuenity become hopeles & deſpe 


rate: fo dealeth the. Lord with his children j neither 
cockring them in their:faults, which-would make them! 
wantonaud:diffolutes mor yer-for euerfrowning ypon/ 


#24 them; andcorreGing them as their firines deſerue: bur 


moderatinghis iuflice with mercy, be:doth; after that. 
by his chaftiſements eres rows -arrman-rok ghr 
them to an hatred;/and acknowledgment of rheirfaults; 


_ . withdrewhis-hand) layhisrod aſale; and magiſeft vuro: 
" "theni the! wonted i fignes of his mercy; and -loue;.' In' 


whichooſpeldons _ gs Lordto avkilfull mu- 
fition; who-cimruning his inftrumenrdoch- neither. coo 
much Rretchokis/ firings, leaft hey ſhould break, nor- 


* 2A lec 


£39,.Þ.. 44 hap.i0. 
tet them remainetao :laofe-&HLacke, becauſcit would 
quite dull: and. dead their found and fwerenes,and ſo 
Goile their mwficall harmony: for ſorhe-Lord dealeth cryſobt. ad pop, 


with vs; neither fuffcring vs to languiſh:m continual nciochen, bo- 


remiflenes,nor to be brokE;8& worne our with tedious wil 4. de pa- 
tribulation ; leaſt toomucheatc/ ſhould make: ys flug- #4254. 
giſh, or too much trouble; faint: or. deſperate, Yea-in 

truth fo far offare ouraffliftions from: being irkefome- 

ly tedious, and of long continitance, that-they are ex- 
cceding ſhort and momentany. Forſo the Pſalmiſt rel- 

leth vs, that God indreth but _— in his _—_— in ”m | 
bis fauont:is bife, Weeping may: abide at enening, but ioy P(4l-30.5; 
commeth in = BOFBINE, | And with akiocafleramere 

hope, the people of God incourage. onean other tothe 

pratile of repentance. - Come (ſay they) andlet vs re-. 

twrne vuto the Lord; for hee hath fpviled, and hee will 99\.61,5. 
beale vs, hee hath wounded vs , and hee will binde vs wp, 

After twadaies mill hee rexme viand in the therd day hee 

will raiſe vs up. and weeſhall linein his fight, Yeaſoſhort 

is the time:of theſe temporary afflitions, that the : 
Lordreputethitbutasa codrent; For ameme faith hef(3Y $4.8: 
to-his people) avimune anger { bidmyfuce from thee for 4 
krelsfoaſs, bu iv res rlunns.4 wor} oe Kr 
en thee 1n regard whevof, we mayficly fay winh the Pſal- WE 
miſt;that God hath ſhrwedvegreattronblroghraliuerſities, ©3171296 
but will retarne and rowive vs ,Flecing the- time: of their 
continuance is ſo ſhort, that: they are:rather ſhewed,. 
then trucly:firffered 3 ewe asthe loving farher! maketh 
fligw only of his rod, and-firiketh therewith: his chil- 
drens-coates, when kis-eender:loue will ſcarce/ſuffer 


himtetouchtheirskinne.) -Þtle th Uo .'$. Set, 6 
Bur here ſorrie will fay 5 To-whar purpoſe doewehears The ovicfin | 
words of the breuizy ofour afti ?whervie our Own woo officme, 


ſenſe andexpe 


———— 


[5 


 [fnay hence conclude-thicwoiarnoriinthisnumber, 
cecingwebaue paſſed agreavtiinein fickneſſe;ponerty, 
. - -.., av&:fuch oulier:imuſcries:YTo:which I-anfwer; [that our 

+. +, ſhartlives millhop faffer vy rotin@erclongaiflifiions; 

- » +. » fortheqaremomentany and buriſpaniang,asthePla!- 
Pſ2).36;c5/ © wilt ſpeaketh;andyper hewho:is: moſt afflicted, hath in 
partef thismambmy ſame! comfort cand: refreſhing. Jt 

theeefoite we eomplaineoniahiificed, that ourdayerure 

p exillzinregard ofthe naferieswhich! we have: endured, 

. letvsacknoawledgemwith him;thatrhdy arcifemd/fo;.and 
it with the Church we complainethar 'all our dayes are 

- paſtin\Gads anger, aud waſted: away. 11 labokr and farrow, 
Pſzl.90.9,0, I6ty8smliofrontefſeiwichibet,chatouryerecbaxe berefpent 

4: 8 # ntboyghs thatowr life is cut off quicklyand weſlie away, 
| Ir isrructhat inthe ſenſe aud tecling of our fraileflcth 

 theſc our ſhare. aMiQions doeſerme long.andtcdious; 
butynothefpiritualimyn who:linethi notby (enſebut 

by fai,avid niche expottationofeucrleftinghappines, 

his 4ffliQtians,. though-they \ſhoukd laſt. his whole life; 

7 would feemebueſhoryanbmomentany: ſeeing .be doth 

.*..? .-- notcomparethetinie.oftheſ&continuance,with the reſt 

of bis litr;welhoh bedeaderh inyhis world: in!ioy. and des 

lighubuthvith thavercrualglory;and dencrending ble 

_ ſednvfifearbichhe 45: toy inherit in the world to.come, 

 - - Neitherfoth hentumberthedaiczofhis.afflition accor- 

ding tothe preſent ſenſenandapprebenton of the fleſh, 
(whiohrxpditethmojorboidy omdowfarntobur whatic 

hath inthe plenfurcsodf 6dna; fcanchelmuitionbfiwoatds 

ly yanittts;lceingitizdepurtd to mortifitatian, andis 

__ tabe:wbolly dftraiediandaboliſbed by deathzand ther- 

dvr ww Saree —_ —_ I Iennts 
443.5 = oamhityeddightaagdecvervdaſſy wadtewyhich-bringeth 
© WH Caf fan Gd bycankat bong be 
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| That God afflifteth vs not abone our ftrength, 
breth his daiesaccording to Gods arithmetick,in whoſe 


eſtimation « theuſand yeeres are as yeſterday when it ic paſt, Plal. 90.4. 


and ar awatch in thenight; becauſe he compareth tis 
 finirtetime with that which is infinite and euerlaſting. 
And therefore conſidering on the one fide, that all his 


wholelife is but amoment,andlefſe then the twinckling 2».Per-3-3. 


ofancie,in reipeC of that eternall life and happineſle 
which isto follow;& on the other fide, thatin this mo- 
mentany life, he hath many comforts and refreſhings, 
both in regard of his outward relaxation from troubles, 
when being freed from his afflitions, he enioycth the . 
comforts of this life, and alſo in reſpe of his inward 
feelings through his future hopes, and the preſent con- 
ſolations of Gods ſpirit and ioy in the holy ghoſt; heis 
ready to conclude, that his longeſt affliftions are buc 
very ſhort,cuen a moment of a moment, ſeeing they laſt 
but a part of this life, which altogether is bur ſhort and - 
momentary, * : | 


CHAP: IIs 
That God ſo meaſureth our afflictions unto vs, as that they 
doe not exceed our ſtrength tobeare them, 


D thus doth Gods loue appeare in the mea- 


, 


RSS nd time: but yet this loue and goodnefle of 
God will ſkine much more cleerly, if we further confi- 


Iſure of our aflicions, being conſidered in $ Sef, r. 
Frhemſclues buth in reſpeR of their quantitie That our affli« 


not our fliength 


derhow he meaſureth them ynto vs;firſt in that he doth ſcriptures, and 
not ſuffer the meaſure of our afflitions to exceede the illuſtrated by 
meaſure of our ftrength;andſecondly,inthat he propor- S*diledes, 


tioneth them according to the ſcanteſt meaſure of ne- 
ceſſity,layingno more vpon vs, then he is neceſſarily 
inforced to impoſe, hauing herein reſpe to his owne 
glory and our benefit and {aluation. Concerning the 


_ former,the Lord doth not meaſure-out our afflictions 


Bb - according 


* Habacz.2 


Ier,1o, 244 
39,11, 


1,Cor,10.13. 


Chap.1r, 314 _ Eibiu 
That God affiifteth vs net aboue our ſtrength. 
according to our faults but according to eur firengrth, / 
and looketh not whar we. haue deſerved, but: what we 
are able ro beare; for as the Propheraith,in his avger be 
doth remember mercy,wihich maketh him in all our cha+ 
ſſements co intend ourprofit,and nor our puniſhment, 
Neither doth he giue vnto all his ſervants a cup of the - 
like fize,or a burthen ro beare of the ſame waighr; bur 
cither fitecth their afflitions to the meaſure of their 
rength,ortheir firength ro the meaſure of their afflis 


 Rions,abating of the burthen becaulc it is too heauie, 


oradding to their power who beare1t, becauſethey are 
too weake. He doth not obſerucin ſharing of affliftions 
an Arithmeticall proporticn,giuing to alt indifferently 
the ſame number and meaſure; but like a wiſe Geomcs 
trician he doth proportionace & fir them to the ſtrengrh 
of the bearers, alotting a greater burthen to the ftrony- 
eſt, and alcflc tothe weakeſt. In whichreſpeR he is ſaid 
ro correlt vs, in indgement, becauſe he wiſely deſerueth 
(not only who deſerueth moſt correCtion, dur alſo ) of 
their ſtrength and ability who are to beare his chaſtiſe. 
ments;which nor being obſerued, in ſtead of loading 
them, he ſhould ouerwhelme them, &in ſtead of amen - 
ding them, he ſhould deſtroy thery. But this truth will 
more manifeſtly appeare,both by the ſcriptures, and by 
reaſon it ſelfe grounded vpon them. Forin the word of 
God we haue an expreffe promiſe, made by him who is 
faithfull and true, and neither can nor: will deceiuc vs, 
that the Lord will not ſuffer vs to be tempted abone thatwe 
ere able,bat will gine the iſſne with the temptation, thar wo 
way be able to beare it, And even reaſon ittelfe inlightned 
by the fcriptures will teach vs, thatit can 'be no others 
wiſc,if we conſider who is theraurhorofouraftiitions: 
For firſt they proceed from God our heauenly father, 
whofe wiſedome is infinit, and whoſe loue is incompre- 
henſible; and therefore if carthly parents our of their 
ſmall modcl of louc;and linte pittrance mg. 
1 C c 


7x | , 
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"That God afflifleth vr wot aboue owr firexgth. 
dcd and direRtred with their ſhallow iudgemenr and dif. 
cretion,do not giue vintoalltheir childrenthe like mea- 
ſure of chaſtiſement,chough they be alike: guilry of the 
ſame fault;þurthaue reſpect ro their age: and-bignefle; 
giuiug lefſe to the yongelt & weakelt,and more to thoſe 
who are older and. ef greater ftrengrth : beczute if they 
ſhold recciuetheſfe greaterſtripes,they would{excreding 
their ſtrength} make them qull or deſperatc;and tf rhete 
ſhould have their lighter :chaſtifements , they: would 
bereby grow eareleſte andinegligent; how much more 
then will che Lord, ſorfar exceeding themin loue and 
wiſedome, thus proportionate his chaſtiſcments to the ' 
_ frevgth of his children, not punifhing his babes in 
> Chriſt. -apd thoſe of riper agen the ſame meaſure; bur 
correchingthem with ſuch gentleneffe, that chey may be 
amended and not oppreſſed, and thele with ſuch ſeuerity 
that they may lay them to heart, and not for their light= 
neſle ſcorne-and contemne them;fecing he doth nor in 
his chafliſements ayme at the ſatisfying. of his iuſlice by 
puniſhiag the fault, but doth all out of meere loue for 
the reformation of the offender? Againe the Lord is our 
heauenly phyfition, who hath vndertaken to: cuce vsof 
our corruptians; and affliftions are the: potion which 
hchazhprepared for the efteRting of the.cure;;and there- 
fore ifwe ſo far truſtearthly phyſitrons whom we think 
” faichfull and'skilfull,chac for the recoucry of our bodily 

healch, we darc aduencure to drinke the potions which 
they haue appointed, being perſwaded that. they will 
have refpe&rto our conſtitution and; preſent condition, 
and net give vs a medicine abouc our ſtrength;norwith-. 
ſtanding that common experience telleth'vs, that they 
theryſelugs for want of skill arc often deceiued, & ſom- 
time far:want of care or honcfy: are-ready: ro deceiue:r 


theg how-mych more willingly ſhould we fortlichcalth-2.Pet.2,9- 


of Qux ſoules,receiuethis potion of afflitions prepared 
by.our heauenly phyſition,ſecing we:can make-no que- 
| Bbza ſtion - 


».1k. ; - = +FRE a 
That God afflifteth kv aboue onr ſtrength, 
ſlion either of his s kill, loue or faithfulneſſe; and there- 
fore may be aſſured that in making this medicine he will 
haue reſpeQ to our irengeh and ability,and willſo cor- 
re& this poiſon of afflition before he doe gweirt vs,that 
it will cure vs and notkill vs;and though it make vs lick 
for the preſent cuen tothe death, as we imagine, yet we 
ſball finde in the cuent,thatit will not hurt vs, but only 
by working thus effeQually, will purge away the noy- 
ſome humors offinne. He isalſo our king,and Emperor, 
who hauing preſſed vs to the ſpirituall warfare, guideth 


=—— 


Cha 


and direerthvs in all our waies,and allotteth ynto eue- 


ry of his ſouldiers their office,place, imploiment and en- 
rerpriſes;and therfore if cuen earthly commanders both 
in their diſcretion and loue to their ſouldiers, fit their 
imploiments according to theirabilities, appointing the 
ſtronger and valianter for attempts of greateſt difficul- 
tic and danger,and the weaker and fainter to more eaſie 
ſeruices;how much more willthe great commander of 
heauen and earth,out of his infinite wiſedome, loue and: 
care, appoint vnto euery ofhis ſouldiers whom he hath 
preſſed out ro fight in this battaile of afflitions, a fit 
taske for their vndertaking; and allot fit imployments 
both in reſpe& of labour and danger forthe Rrength of 
thoſe which are deſigned to them?To conclude,if we fee 
all whoare wiſe and iuft, to haue this regard,not to op- 
preſſe their inferiours with labours, bur to fie their im. 
ploimets according to their abilities, ifno good ſchool- 
maſter will —_ his ſcholar longer or harder leſſons 
.thenthey can learne, nor corre& them with mere or 
greater ſtripes then is fit for their age;but obſcrue a pro= 
portion & meaſure, both in their inſtruQtions and corre 
Qions,according to their ſeuerall capacities to conceiue 
or Rrength to beare and endure;if no good maſter will 
appoint his feruants a greater burthen then they can ca- 
Ty,bur allotte the heauieſt ro.the ſtrongeſt, and the 
lighteſt to the weakeſi;ycaifa good man be mereifull 
to 
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' That Gedaffiifteth vs notabowt our flireagth. 
to his beaſt, fieting his load to his firength, and not op: 
preſſing him with morethen he can beare; how much 
more may wWebe aflured that the Lord wilbe mere care» 
full ouer his owne children,in proportioning their bur« 
then totheir ſtrength,that they may not finke ynder the 
waight of their afflitions, eſpecially conſidering that 
he perfetly knoweth their power and ability, and can 
as eaſily adde to their ſtrength, as detract from their 
burthen. 


Secondly God the father hath committed the tem-S Seft.2, 
| pering of our cup vnto Chriſt our Sauiour, who as he 


hath manifeſted his loue vnto vs in.giuirg his life as the 


our ſpirituall diſcaſes,not only as beingour creator who 


hnoweth whereof we be made andremenbreth that weare 
Plal,103.14. 


but duſt;but allo as being our mediator, he had expeti- 
ence both of the cup which he tempercth for vs, and of 
our weakneſſe and infirmitics who-axc to drinke it, For 
himſelfe hath begun to vs of this cup of afflitions, as it 
was tempered for him by this heauenly: father, and did 
not only taſt or fipof it, but drinke it off to the very bot- 
tome:and herein alone the differenceis between his cup 
and ours,in that his was far bigger,and the potion much 
more bitcer and diſtaliful, ours leſfer, and lefſe vnplea- 
fant and loathſome;his was given ynto himin anger for 
the purging away of our puniſhment in reſpe& offinne 
paſt,but ours in loue,cither tobe a profitable potion to 
purge andcleanſe our bodies and foules-from their pre= 
ſent corruptions,or to be apreſeruatiue ro prevent the 
contagious diſcaſes of ſinne for the time to come, And 
as he hath good experiece of our medicine,ſo alſo ofour 
weaknefſe and failey:for ; _ hath drunke of our cup, 
Bb 3  — 0 


That Chrif® 4 
Feſma tempe + 

, ! _— | reth our cu 
price of our Gen: Ho innot thinking thoſepre- gud —_ 


_ Ciousdainties togdeare for vs,cuen his body to be our wemaybe aſſi- 
meat and his blood our drinke,that by them wemay be 7:dthar be will 
nouriſhed to euerlaſting life;ſo hath he no lefle skill in fit it to our 

tempering a cup fic for our firength, and the curing of” **S 
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fo likewifealſo hehath borne-ourinfirmities,and caried 
voir forrowes; and being ficke of our finnes which: as our 
-heropke vpor bim,hewas alle {ſtrirten- with-our 
plagiesganundedfor our tranſgreſſions, and broken for 
our iniquities,Nenherhbage wean high Pricſt which can- 
gotiberourhedwnh'ths feeling of our infirmitres but he was 
ix-all things temprediin like ſors, yet without- ſinwe, as the 
Apotllefpcakerh Antitbercfore asthoſe whoarcpitifull 


and mercifull in their owne nature,doe take the greateſt 
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compaſſion, anddoe:moſt commiſerare them who are 
affiicted with thoſe gricfes 'ard difeafes 'vato which 
therafelues haue been-tormerly fubic&h:ſo-may we aſſure 


., , eur {clocs, that ous Sauiour Chriſt, who- hart” had the 
feeling of qur fickneſſes and:infirmties ; and hah ras 


Redſuffictemly of thefeloathſome drugs-of affliction; 
 wiiichare now miniftted vero'vs, doch c@paſſionare'oue 
griefes,apdhath: a feltow feeling in our miſcties: and 
rkicfore-havingthemixiog of our eup committed vn< 


. tom hewiltbauvregardtoburability,and notmake 


 irſoloathſome, bur tharwe may welltakeiit:mdhauing 


ell power commirted-alfo varo him, he: will helpe our 
infitmities,andgiue-ſuch ſtrength vnto vs in- our grea- 
reftweakneſſe;rhar we fhallbexbleto take fomuch of 
this vnpleaſant phiſicke, as is fir for the recoucry of our 
ſpirituall health; Andhereofit is that the Apoſile having 
taught vs that Chrifbourhigh Prieſt was touched: with 
ourinfirmities,and:temptedlike vnto vs, -maketh this 
the ground of our faith-in aff aur troubles; #nd encoura- 
geth vs hereby togoe bouldly:wnro the throne of grace, that 


* waemady obtaine mercy,and findgraceto helpe in time of need. 


$0 .elfewhere he tellerh-vs, rhat it behoned our Saviour ta 


He\.2,17.13. belckewnto his brethren, that: he might be a-meroifulland 


faithfuit high Prieſt, 1:0 for 41s: that himſelfe hath ſuffered, 
henig rempred, hety.able to ſuroomr them that "are-tempted, 
audthatuowbe can. hawe compaſſion on the-ignorant, and 
on themtbat arciout of the-way, becanſe- ho- —_— 
: G0 . tat 


4,7 *apiin OED 
That God affiiflethr5 netabotit ome ffrengeh. 
bath been compaſed with infirnaity.And'therefore we need Heb.5.2, 
not now to-feare wither-to:be opprefled- with: an+bued 
beauy waight 'of troubles: and: af lictions, or that we 
ſhould be tempred-aboue our power, in regard ofour 
frailty and infirmity,ſeceing he who-makerhthewounds, 
hath alſo power to curethem, and he that mixethouv 
cup can alſo giue vs {trength to: drinkevit, according co 
the ſaying of Ehphaz.vnta fob; He meaketh thewoumband 
he bindeth it vp,he ſmiteth and bis hands make whole: He 
ſralldelizer thee in fx troubles,and in the ſeauenth the ennl 
 ſhal not ronch thee,&c. And he hath aiſo bound himfelte 
by his moſt gracious promiſezthat he will wot brrake. the 
bruiſedreed,nor quench the ſmoakig flax, tillhe bring forth 
indgement unto vittory. fe fg: cy 
Thirdly,Godtheholy ghoftis alwairs preſemwith © c 
the faithfull-in all-their- afflitions' and tribulations; That the boly 


lob.4.18.19. 


Mathd!2,20, 


ſupportiagrtheir importency with tis might, :and mani gho/t upreſent 
| You. 


feſting his greateftRrengrhiincheir greateſt. weakneffey with vii 

ſo that though their tencationsare grieuous and mani=P9P21filly 
fold,yet arerthey alwaies enabled both tobeare& ouer= aſſif uh _— 
come them. It is true indeedthat.the Lord: fuftereth the ont [fl 
fairhfull rormn into deſperate Jargers;:and im the-fenſe fions, 

and fecling of the leſh,tobealmott-oirwhelmedt with 

the vnfupportable waighcoftheirafthiftions: as wee ſes yy 1g, 

in the example of Darid; lob; Etias, the diſciples 'of our © © 
fauiour, whowere almoſt-covercd:wih: waues before 


they were freed out of dangenantt in'the» whole Choty 


# @& 


grienowlly afflicted in Egypr;andimmoſtdeſpurize dang tO 


geratrhered fea, the former making them cric outing;  , 10, 
ſenſe of paine,the other inexpe@arion of greater euills : 
but mo{t plainly inthe example of Chriſti himlelfe; who; 


was.ſo loaded withathiQtions;thazdreps'btiobd were: ** 5 mall 


preffed our of himand ſo opprefied \vicheheunſuppors 
table waight of the euills which he. ſuffered;:thariſpea- 
king according tohis preſent fenfeand feelinghtecoms 
plaineth in agon got ſpirit;that he was left an pas” 
£3) ; _ 
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That God affiitoth vs * ani our ſtrength. 


of God. And. all this may-well Rand with the truth of | 
Gods word;for he hartpromiſcd, nec that we. ſhall nor 


» 


— 
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, Pſal.128,18, 


| 2.Cor.4 8,9, 


loh.10.29, 


Rem 8.35. 


_ andlittle ſtrength, we may r 


be ſorely loaden with anheauy waightiof affliion;but 
only that weſhall not be oppreſſed and ouerwhelmed; 
pot that we ſhall eſcape the aſſaults of terrible enemies, 
or neuer be foiled in thefight, but thatin the end we ſhal 
obtaine the yidtoryznot that we ſhall be freed from ten- 
tations of any kind, yex.cucn of the higheſt and moſt 


" dangerous riature,but that we ſhalnot be tewpted aboue 


our power,but ſhall haue. a good iſſue with the tentati- 
on,fo as welſhall be able to beare it. And thus the Lord 
is as good as his. promiſe, when as loading vs with the 
greateſt waighc ofaffliQiss, he giucth vnto vsan anſwee 
rablem-aſure of trength , whereby we are enabledto 
beare and ouercomethem;the which he neuer faileth to 


doe ynto his faithfull children who'truſt and depend vp- 
.. on him. So.that intheir greateſtaffliftions they may ſay 
With David: The Lord hath chaftued we ſore, but he hath 


not delinered me to dedth;and with the Apoſtle Panl,we are 
fed on encry fidezet arewenit in diſftreſſe; inpouerty, 
but nat owercom of pexerty,we are perſecuted but not forſa- 


, ken,caſt downe but weperiſh wat, Not that we hauc any 


rengthin ourſelues to endute the fiery triall, or to re- - 
fſtthe violence oftheſe cruell enemies, but becauſe in 
our greateſt weakneſle we are ſuppotted withthe pow- 
er of Gods might,and held ſo faſt by the hand of Chtift, 
that the ftrongeſ aſfſitions: inforced with all the vio- 


| lence af fathans temptations, are not able to pul vs from 


our greateſt calamities, 
perſwaded with the A.. 
poſtle,that neitheraribularron,anguiſh.perſecation, famine, 
wakedneſſe,privll; ſword, nor avy thing eife, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate vs from the loxs 'of Chriſt. For firſt the ſpirit of 
ddwelling in vs doth according to the greatneſſe of 


Him. So that notwithſtandy 


our outward afflictions giue vs:an. anſwerable meaſure. 
of inward canſolation; fo that: where there pen: 
; CIGHES 
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croſſes; there alſo are great comforts: nd When Godfeti. 
derth an extraordinary meaſure of worldly miſerics, 
whickin reſpe& of our owne ftrength would, intryitig, 
tire vshe ſendeth alſo an extriordinary meaſirre of ſpi- 
rituall refreſhings, and comfortable feclings ofhis loue, 
which make out intolerable burthen to becoine light 
and eaficzof which the Apoſtle ſheweththathe had good 
experience,where he ſaith that as the ſufferings of (rift 2Cor,t.5. 
abound in v1iſo our conſolatio#aboiindeth through Chrift, * 
Whereupon he profeſſeth yrs thatthe afflied Co. 
rinthians ſhould be made partakers of the ſame com- 
forts. And onr hope'is fledfaft( faith he) concerning you, yerſ.z, 
knowing that ai you art fartakers of the fofferings; Tal 

yebe alſo of the conſolation, The like experience of theſe 

inward conifolations had the Prophet Darid,'Þ the winl- | 
titnde(ſaith he ”y thoughts withinme, thy comforts de- Pſal, 94.19, 
light my ſoute. All which inward comfort end'confolati- 

on we haue from the holy 'ſpirir of God dwelling and 

raigning in vs, whilſt it doth "ppl vnto vs the mercics 

ofGod,and merits of Chriſt, and1s affuring ys that we * 

haue our part and intere(t inf all the gracions' promiſes 

ofthe Goſpel, which either concerne* this life or the 

life ro come,doth repleniſhour conſciences with ſuch 

peace as paſſethy all vnderfſtanding, and with ſuch yn- 
ſpeakable ioy and gladnes, as none conceiue but the 

who feele it, For it is the water of the ſpirit which likely, , 
aliuing fountaineceverſpringeth itrvs vnto caetlafling{1ob.5 35, 
life,andlike a cleare river Fowerh with the heavenly 

ftreames of ſweet conſolation, wherein being' bathed 
and waſhed, .in the ſcorching heate of afflitians and 
perſecutions, we are prefently cooled andrefreſhed, and 
ſo filled withioy and delighr, according to-that of the 

Plalmiſt. Theres a riner whoſe ſtreames ſhall make glad the 
city of God, the holy place of the'Taberiiacles of the woſt 
high, Iris this ſpiritual anpoipting and heayenly oile, 
whichpreſeructh vs from _ conſumes in this flery 
CEA c 
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That God affifteth vs not abone our firength, ; 
furnace of afflition, and wherewnh being annointed, 
after we are ſcorched with theſe flames, our:ſores are 
ſuppled, and the fiery heate, of the burning ſo extrated: 
. and drawne out,that we receiue.no.more hurt thereby, 
then Moſes buſh, which in burving was notconſumed;: 
or the three children in the fiery furnace, whoſe very- 
haircs were not touched » ith-the violence ofthe flames.: 
So that though we were Gepriued of all worldly com. 
forts,yet haue we no cauſato be faint inour afflictions,. 
orto ſhew impaticncy in our greactelt griefes, as long as. 
- we haue this inward comforter to refreſh.and cheare: 
lob.150ll- ys:for the conſolutions of God ſhould not ſetme {18all vnto. 
v5,asEliphaz ſpeaketh,ſceing they ſo far exceed al carth-. 
ly delights;neither ſhould we be deiefted 1n out minds- 
though we want theſe earthly ſhadowes, when as weare- 
repleniſted,with this heanenly ſubſtance, 
- Bur as the afflitions of .the Caithfull, though never. 
6Set.4. vnſupportabic, are made.tolerable. wich the conſo-- 
This ir * Iations. of Gods ſpirit,ſo alſo by that vigour &itrength. 
fo Tobeek which it miniſtreth.ynto.them;for this holy ſpirit which. 
fo beareour IS the Its pg. power oh 'God:; »;:doth ſo comfort by. 
. «ffiftiom. fſtrengthning, ang ſo firengchen by.comforting tbem,. 
thatthough they arc.in.themſclues moſt weake and fees 
ble,yert being ſupported withthis diuine might;the hca« 
uickt warghr: of troubles. and calamities ſhall not op- 
| prefſe,and ouerwhelme them. And this che Propher Eſay - 
" Efa 40.29, 'plaioly teacheth'vs, He g1cerh. ffrength,({aith he ) to him: 
ELSTS that fainteth ard to himthat hath noftrength beincreaſeth + 
power:ſo that though yong men who are in their chiefeſt - 
vigour, being weary..do-ſtumble and fall, yer rhey wha .. 
wait on the Lord ſhall rexew their ſtrength; they ſhall mount 
vp with wings 4s Eagles,they ſhulranne and nor be weary, 
avd walee and not be faint, Sothe Pſalmiſt pronounceth - 
him bleſſed ho. confidereth: the poore, becauſe the Lord - 
wil either deliuer bim inthe time of trouble;or el{c at leaſt + 
will frengrhen, him pen the bed of Jangaiſhing, and will 


make - 
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make all his bed in his ſickpeſſe.: And the Apoſtle aflurech 
ys.that becauſethe Lord is faithfull in keeping: hispro- 


TAILLY. 


miſes,be will fahliſh vs, when: we are. reaty 'tO ſtagger, 2,Theſ.3:36 


and keepr v3 from enill;cirher that it may; ;portouch vs,or 
may not hurt vs. Accurding to that of. the Plaſmiſt; rh9# 


fhalt walks vpon the Lirmang, Aſpe,the youg Lionand Dra- p11 gr.ry114 


gon ſhalt thou tread under thy feet. Becauſe he hath lowed 
pe therefore will I deliner hins Fr o.the ſhall call ypon me;and 
 Imillheare bins J poil be with himpin trouble {will deltner 
andglorifie him, In regard of, which helpe and affiſtance 
which we haue trom God,he would haue vs to lay aſide 
all feare and cowardize, and to be bould and couragi- * 


ous in all our dangers and.diftreffes, Feare thewnot(fanb xg rw, 
he)for [ amwithihee benotafraid for I am thy God: I will 13.14, 


ſtrengthen and helpe thee,and: will. ſujtaing thee. with the 
right hand of my righteouſneſſe.And againe,/ the Lord thy 
God wel hold thy right hand, ſaying wvnto thee, feare not, 
will helpe thee, Feare not thou worme Tacob, and yee men of 
Ifraeh,1 wil helpe ſaith the Lord and thy redremer the holy. 
one of !ſraell. And ynto this. ſtrength .of confidence and 


| vndanted feare,the faichfull Joatraine,as we may ſec in, pul, 23.4; 


the cxample of David, who profeſſeth, that though he 
ShBuld walk e through the valley of the ſhadow of death, he 
would feare no enill becauſe God was with him, and hisrod 
and flaffe did comfort hin: neuther could he be.deieRted 
with the rod of his correCtions, ſo long .as he was 
ſtrengehned and -vpheld with the Raffe of his confola- 
tions. Andthus the whole Church and people. of God 
profeſſe,char being by faith, and their manifold cxpeti- 
ence aſſurcd,thar.God-was theirihope- and ſtrengeb, and 
helpe in troubles ready to be found, therefore they would not 
 feare,though the earth were remeoued, and though the 
mountajzes ſhould fall into the middeſt of the ſca,theugh the 
waters thereof Jhonld rage and ſwell, and the monntaines 
' frakg with the fwelling there of, &c. By, ail whic,- ir.ap- 
pearech,rliat God dealcth with his: children. in their abs ,*: -; 
iv £Cc53 Alictions 
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That God effifforh vt ivot abeue onr flrength, 
fliions,as with /xcob in wrafiling with him; for as in 
outward ſhew he did feem to comend and ftriue with 
him,ss thoughhe defired to foile and: overthrow him, 
ſo indeed and reuth he gaue ynto-him all that Rtrengrk 
whereby he was enabled to ſtand, and in theend to 
ouercom:for ſo.no ſoener deth the Lord by ſending af- 
flictions ſeem'to contend with vs,and to deſire to ouer- 
throw and caſt vs down, but' preſently he inableth vs 
with the firength & affiſtance of his holy ſpiritto ouer. 
come Tn this conflict; and as ſoone as' we are readyto 
Raggerheſtaieth ys from falling,and when we haue re- 

© ceiueda foile,heraifeth vs yp againe, till 'at laſt wepre- 
uaile in the conflict and obtain his bleſhing.Neither can 
our weaknefle be any hinderince to our victory feeing 
we ſiaridnot by our owne ſtrength, bur by thepower of 
God afſilting vs,which is more manifeſted in our weak- 
neſſe,and magnifiedin our frailty and infirmity. And as 
thetender mother teaching heryong or fick child to goe 
doth eftentimes ſeem to Jeaue him to his owne ſtrength, 
when as ineruth he goeth by her helpe ſupporting himz 
andtolet himalone to-his owne care and prouidence, 
 whenas in the meanetime ſhe hath a watchfull eie vatg 
him,ſo that he isno ſooner ready'ta fall, but withnim- 
ble ſpeed ſhe catcheth hotd of him,andprevents his dan- 
ger;lo doth the Lord deale wkhvs his children, whilſt in 
our nonage and greateſt weakneſſe he reachethvsto go 
inthisrough path of afflictions, which leadethto his 
kingdom;for when he ſeemeth to negle& vs,he watch- 
eth ouervs:and-when in our ſenſe and a he leauerh 
vsto our felues,enen then he Naieth vs by his ſtrength: 
and when we are in greateſt danger of finking and fal- 
| ling, he ſtretcheth out with ſpeed his powerfull hand, 
wa preſerueth ys from receiving any harme., An 
example whereof we haue in David: who profeſſeth 
thatif the Lord had not holpen bim; his ſoule had al. 
P.a,9417.12. wooſt divelt in fience, but when (faith hee) 1 ſaid, - 
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That God afftift, IEC aboue our rengoh. 
deth, thy mercy O Lordſtaied wewp. © | I, 

—__ pu. wee both pero he and ftrengthned, _ . , _ 

with Gods boly ſpirit, foas our affliftions cannot op- ” nyt. 

preſſe and ouerwhelme vs, though they bee 'ncuer fo ginuierh com- 
great and manifould, and wee neuer ſo weake and im- forts andbe- 
potent in our owne ſtrength, Vnto which wee may 7efieswith our 
further adde, that the Lordin his infiniteloue towards */f#1075 and 
vs, doth not content himfelfe to haue giuen vnto his croſſes, 
ehildren, this inward Rirength and comfort in their af- 

flictions; butalſo in their greateſt extremities, hee gi- 

ueth them the fruition of many outward benefits, ioy-. 

ning comforts with his croſſes, bleſſings with miſeries, 
blandiſhments with chaſtiſements, and good things 

witheuill ; ſo that in our greateft mourning, wee neuer 

want matter of ioy,and thankes giving. For as the Lord 

irſ his infinite wiſdome hath made ſuck a mixture of 

things inthis life, that as-thereis no man ſo aboundeth 
andflouriſhethin worldly profperity, but that he hath 

ſome crofles and afflitions in his greateſt jollity: fo 
there is no man ſo deiefted and ouerwhelmed with N*ades for- 

. troubles and calamities, but hee hath ſome comforts miſe hill fe | 
andrefreſhing. Asno man is ſo loaded with benefits, as gr, ve minu- 
 thac heis in alreſpeRs happy, without any taft of miſery; ant 7ulle gew- 
ſo there isnone ſo oppreſſed: with affliftions, that hee is 4i<partemali. 
cuery way miſerable, without any ratt of this earthly rages —m—_ 

happines, And this mixture the wiſe Tudge of Heaucn * ks 

& earth hath made,tokeepeys ina meane, who-are too 

Roe. run into extreames; and becauſe wee would 
ceroo much exalted with continuall profperity, and 

too much deiected if wee ſhould fecle nothing but. mi- 

ſery, and afflition; the Lord-neuer ſufferethvs ſo to 

abound with worldly happineſſe, but that wee haue '* 

ſomthingto humblevs, nor ſo to bee plungedin miſery. 

and affiction, bur that wee haue ſome cauſe of preſent 

comfort,or future hope, Andhlikea wiſe father he doth 
not too much dandle ys, which would make ys wan-- 

GS : —-- wubs 


Chapt \ - 536 . Libs. 
That God affliteth vs not abone our ftyength. 

tons ; nor alwaies beate vs, which\'would make vs def- 
Perate ; but hee iudiciouſly -minglettvthe one with che 
other, not letting vs have our:wils in alt things, lealt we 
ſhould negteR himz nor yet alwaies croſſing vsin then, 
zeſt weſhould hate & tebel againithim;notalwaies coc- 
kering vs, left we ſhould grow prouil and infolent, nor 
alwaics correcting vs,leſt weſhould become baſe & ler- 
uile;but he giueth gifts,thar we may loue him, & fripes, 
that wee may feare him, Yea often times hee mixech 
frownes with bis fauors, when they make-ys malepart; 
and kinde ſpeeches witk. his rebukes and chaftiſements, 
to ſkew inthe hatred of our faults, his loue to our per- 
ſons, when hee ſecth vs bumble ard penitent; that ſo 
heemay wake vs inallthings to reucrence. him, and no 
leſſe to feare himin his fauours, then toloue him in his 
. chaſtiſements. Andas the wiſe captaine and commaun=- 
der dothnot-alwaics tire and weare our his ſeruants, 
with long marches, weariſome watchings, and fierce 
$kirmiſhes and aſſaultes ; but afcer their tedious labours 


-bringcth them into garriſons, that taking their reſt and 
.repolc, and refreſhing them ſelues with wholſome diet, 
.good lodging, and pleaſant recreations , they may 
.renew their firength-and courage , and afterwards 
bee more fit for ſcruice- and impleyment: ſo dealeth 
our great Commaunder wirh vs, in this ſpiritua!l war- 
fare, giuing.vnto —— time after our-fight, reſt 


after our labours, recreation after ſorrowes, and after 
troubles avdaſflitions, comforts and refreſhings; that 
{o hauing recovered our ſtrength, and taken new cou- 
rage vnto vs, wee imay the better bce inabled ro doe 

him further ſcruice, Yea hee doth not only» inrerchan- 

geably let one of theſe ſuccoed the other, bur like « 
prudent generall hee intermixeth them together, -gi- 
ving vato them in the time of their greatelt labcurs, 
ſome reſt,aad in their ſharpeſt conflis and encounters 

with afflitions,ſome breathing, and refrethingzeuen as 

contrariwiſc hee doth not, when they arcin the garri- 

: ſon 


That God afflifteth vs net aboxe onr frength, 


ſon of proſperity ſoffer them-tro languiſh in idlenefle,;. 


and to ſpend-their, whole time: in cating,..drinking, 
pleaſure, and-dclight, which: would effeminate their 


mindes, and make rhem-vnfit for ſeruice; bur ſome-- 


times inureth them ro labour, watching, and warlike: 
excrciſes, For the preſeruing of their ſtrength, and man- 


then an other, and doth not at all times grant proſpe- 
rity, noralwaies infli& trouble, and aduerſitie; but as 
there is in nature a vicifſicude,& intercourſe of al things, 
day following the night, and night the dayz ſummer 
the winter, and winter the ſummer: ſo even-in- vs,ſ{vr. 
row, and- pleaſure, ſickenefle, and health, haue their 


turnes, and changes. And thercfore. wee ſhould nor - 
thinke ſickne. ſtrange, forthen by the ſame reaſon wee - 
ſhouldthinke it ſtrange alſo when wee haue our health ;- 


nar bee much moued when ſorrow commeth; for then 
weeſhould bee alike troubled at the approch of ioy: 
becauſe, in courſe of nature, theſe doe follow one the 


other ; &c, Neither now ſay, that this is no comfort vn- 


tothee, whoalwaies liveſtia miſery, and affliflion, ſce+ 


ing hereby thou ſhalt but bewray thy -yvnthankefuines, - 


and forgecfylnes of Gods bleſſings; for no man can be 
alwaies in greefe,neither will ournature beare ir :but 


becauſe wee deſire to ſpend all our time in picaſure and - 
delight, therefore wee thinke the ſhorteſt greifes to be - 
aSit were an age of ſorrow, Beſides, thoſe things which 


are good,and deligatfull; doe when they are __ calily.. 


flip out of memory, but that which is euitand greeuous - 


maketh ſuch adeepe impreſhon,that though it bee paſt, 


yet itis-neuer forgotten, Euen the weary hireling, and 
the idle gentleman, the Kiag, and- captiue haue both--: 
their comforts, and their croſſes For he oftentimes in- 
his priſon, hath bis picaſures, laughing, leaping, and-- 
Flaying to cxpreſle hismirth; and the other, ynder- his-+ 

| 4 crowne G 
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like courage. To-this purpoſe one ſaich, that God'in La age 


governing the world, doth now ſend one thing, and #9m:1. 54. 
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crowne hath his cares, and many apang vnder his prir- 
ple robe, ſorrowing, ſhaking, carking, and dying, for: 
teare of dying. So that there is no manslife ,eyther 
wichout paiac, orpleaſure, matter of mirth, or cauſe of 
moutning, the which mixture, the Lord hath made for 
our profit and benefit, if wee had eies to ſee it, or grace 
ro acknowledgeit; for we could never well reliſh theſe 
diſhes of proſperity, vnles they were ſeaſoned with af- 
flictions, and made pleaſing to our palates, with theſe 
ſharpe ſawces; wee would take no- delight in the day 
of ioy, vnleſſe the darke night of forrow went before it; 
nor cſteeme of health , if we were nicuer ficke ; nor * 
thinke plenty a benefit, vnles wee were ſometimes pin- 


- ched with want, and penury. Neither is the value ofa- 


ny of Gods benefirs knowne in the fruition, but intheir 
want. Delicatesw ould not delight vs, if they were not 
dainty; neither doe wee account any thing rare in'excel-- 
lency; vnleſſe withall it bee rare in vſe. Even Cov 
tinuall pleaſure would difpleaſe vs, and ſweeteneſſe 
it ſclfe without change, or mixture, would become as 
loathſome as gall or wormewod. Perpetuall eaſe, is 
worſe then weariſome labour; and according ro the 
roucrbe; Hee had needec to haue ſtrong bones that 
eareth the waight of continuallproſperity, For itis a 
kinde of mifery, neuer to haue nes miſery; and no 
more delight to abound alwaies in pleaſure,and plenty, 
then it'is to hauc alwaies a full tomack : ſeeing wee ſur- 


fer of this ſaciety, and are more dangerouſly fick, being 


pampered with theſe worldly daiaties, then when wee 
vie the moſt ſpare giet, And' therefore it is in mer- 
cy, thatthe Lord mingleth our proſperity with aduer- 
ſity; ſeeing by the! want of earthly benefits; hee doth | 
but whet:our ftomackes, and ſharpen-our appetires, - 
that after when wee haue them, wee may feede on them 
with:more delight, For our health is ſweetened, and ' 
endeared by-our ficknes,our plenty with our went; our * 
| | | liberty 
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| liberty by eur reſtraint, ourreſtby our iabour, and: the 
hauing our wils, by our ſometimes wanting of 'them* 

Bur here ſome will ſay, that howſocuer there:mighe 5 Sef'6, 

bee ſome pleaſure or profir- in an equall mixture-of 797 ebicdi- 
proſperity, and afflition; or when wee: haue a: little ES 
fowreto reliſh all ourſweer ; yet there is no great com- thr their crof. 
fort, when the fawceexceedes the meate;; neither can {cs dreſarexs- | 
Ifinde any placefor patience in mine affliftions,fecing 4? /beir 

I haue ſo many croſſes, for ſo few comforts; and a ©2975. 
pound of miſery, for adram of delight, To whom an. | 
ſwere,' that theſe complaints ariſe from the-corrupr uv 
fleſh; which is ſo wholy ment, vypon that prefenc ſraavc | 
which'it feeleth., that it +ytrerly forgetteth -all Gods 

bleſſings, and benefits, which wee eicher hauz formerly 

inioyedin time _. or doe iniioy, inand after our af- 
flitions;-and through impatience;robbech vs of thoſe 

comforts which' God hath 'giuen vs; which if:they 

were duly pondred inthe ballance of an vnpartialliudg- 

ment , they would not only counterpoiſe , bur even 

much onerweigh the cauſes of our greifes. Wherein 

wee are not-ynfitly —_— vnto flies, who. leaue- all 

che ſound flcfh, toug of far greater quantity; and 

ſecke out only ſores toſuckeinz orynto little children, 

who ifany of their many delighes bee taken fromthem, 

in their peeuifhnes and diſcontent caſtaway all the reſt, 

and fall a crying : for ſo in our frowardnes and impati- 

encie, if wee haue not all wee can defire pwee thinke 

that wee haue nothing z and if God croſſe hs ir oy 
one benefit, by takingit from vs, we are ready to croſlc 
our ſelues in all the reſt; caſting them away. by con- 

tempt, or careles negleR; when aschey ſhould ſeruc as 
comforts to moderate our greife. And being reſohned __ ..__... 

to toriment our {clues with-exceffiue ſorrow, wee vo> . | 1; 

lantarily forget all che good things: which-wee-inioy, * -- -* 

and imploy all our wit to intent atid finde out argu- 

ments, To iuſtifie our greiſe; _— weenmy haue foe 
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That God affliieth vs not above our ffrength. - 
reaſon for our madneſſey and to aggrzuate the cauſes of 
our diſcontent with many circumſtances, that accor- 


ding tothe greatnes thereof, wee may alſo inlarge 'our 


ſorrowes , and haue ſome pretext for our excefſiue 
mourning, Like vntothoſe who being foule by nature, 
doe paint their faces, thatthey may bee faire by art, and 
ſo way bee liked of others, who are deceived with 


' theire falſe bewrie; or (if the deceiprt being diſcerned, 


they appeare hereby more vglyto their iudgment, then 
amiable to thcireye ) wy ans at lealt pleaſe chem- 
felucs, who are willing to. bee decciued, with theſe a- 
dulterate , and adulterous colours, that-they may in- 
creaſe theirloue and liking to their owne perſons: for 
ſa theſe paſſionate mourners, beeing in loue with their 
ſorrowes., and knowing that they are vgly and mon- 
firous when they are immoderate, they paint and ſet 
themour with falſe colours ,.thatthereby they procure 
others approbation of them, orclſe fic them tor their 
owneliking. And remouing out of fightall Gods ble(- 
ſings and benefits they fiillenioy, which would be fo 
many arguments toconuince them of folly, intheir im- 

atient ſorrow; and ſo many blots and aſfperfions to 
blewiſh the counterfeit beauty of theirpainted oriefe, 
they doe by all meancs amplifie, and aggrauate their 
croſſes, andifthey be not heauy inough of themſelues 
to preſſe them downe, they will increaſe their waight 
by calling to remembranceal their miſeriespaſt, and by 
feare will anticipate. all that areto come. 

Such fondlings,it is hard tov eane from this Jothſom 
loue;becauſe they wilfully Rop their eares againſt al c6- 


* lations, and therfore muſtfor atime haue leaue to whip 


therwſelues, withtheſereds of their owne making; till 
ſenſeof 129 an brought _ _ this fit of fren. 
zy,and made them-morecapable of reaſon —-— —- 


fion, and till being wearied with their owne waiwart= 


4; on they bocome wiſer » and more defirous of their 


Re 
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 Libjaw , 382. Chaps 

| That Godafflifleth vs not abone our ftrength., 
owne good. Butifwehaue any defireinthe time of our 
affliions to baue our ſorrowfull ſoules refreſhed with 
true comfort, & to endure Gods fatherly chaſtiſements 
vvith patience-and thankefulneſſe : let ys notfixe our 
eyes only ypon our preſent troubles, and turne them a- 
way fromall cauſes of comfort, which God offereth vn 
to vs in the middeſt- of our miſeries : neither let our 
minds be only intent vpon the cuils which affli& ys, to 
aggrauatethcm in our conceite and apprehenſion, that 
with them we may increaſe our ſorroyyes; butlet vs 
rather exerciſe them in meditating vpon the manifyuld 
and great bleſſings which vve haue receiued from God 
in timepaſt, vypon thoſealſo which we preſently enioy, 
and ypon ſuch as vve expein thetime to come, For, 
there is no faithfull man, though forthe preſent neuer 
ſo miſerable, who hath not had the fruition of many of 
Gods fauous in former times; the which he may to his 
comfortenioy by a gratefullremembrance, not taking 
occaſion thereby to aggrauate his griefes, by calling to 
mind what hee hath loſt, butrather to renewhis ioyin 
himſelfe and thankfulues towards God, by thinking 
how long he did enjoy them. As we may ſecinthe £x- 
ample of /ob, who in his greateſt extremities armed his 
patience, with the remembrance of thoſe manifold bleſ- 
ſings which he had received from God in former times; 


Shall we (fayth he) receine good at the handof God, and lob 2,10; 


mot receine exill ? Yea there isnoman ſo ouerwhelmed 
with miſeries , but that if it would pleaſe him ro num- 
berthem , ke might finde as many of Gods merciesto 
ſer againſt them, which might ſerue to counterpoiſethe . 
weight of his affliions, andas much railehim with 
joy and comfort, as he is deieed with griefe and hea- 
uipeſſe. Thou art troubled with fickneſſe; but rhou haſt 
ſufficient wealth co prouide diet, phyfick and other ne- | 
ceſſarics, Thou art weake and of a tender nature; bur 
thou inioyelt ſuch a competency,as may maintaine thee 

2 Dd 2 Withe 


| IS. Lib... 

Ther God affifteth vs not aboue our flrength, 
without any great Jabour, Thou-att poore-in eſtate.z 
Hor thou haft thine health and ſtrevgeh, whereby thou. 
art inabled'to take fuch paines as may catnethy living, 
Thou haft a troubled minde; but thouhaft a ſtrong bo- 
dy, or many friends which refreſh thee with their com- 
forts, Thou haſt a weake bodie ;-but_thou haſt a coura-- 
gibus heart. ' Thou haſt no good\nor meanes of getting 
them; bur thou haſt ſome friends which rake care of 
thee, Thou art deſtitute of friends; but thou art able to 


Chipir't, 


; live of thy felfe wirhour their helpe. Thou haſt ſome 


bad childrenwhich grieve thee; but thouhaſt ſome 0-- 
ther good which do delight thee: or, thou haft a vercu. 
ous Wife which may ſupply the defe of all other com= 
forts. Thou art yexcd with miſeries all the day, one 
griefe purſning another ; bur thou haſt reſt in the night, 
and when ſleepe commeth thy forrowes vaniſh. Ina- 
word, God vexeth ysnort with a continuall feauer of af- 
flicions , but onely with ſome ague firs, which hauea- 
ood day as well as a bad; or atleaft haue many inter= 
miſſions , if they be guoridiar. Hee doth not ſuffer theſe - 
ſpirituall 'enemics ſo continually to affault vs, but char 
hee granterh vnto vs many breathing rimes co recouer 
our ſtrength ; and if hee fuffer chem to give vs great 
blowes, he grueth ys alſo ſtrong armour to beare them - 
off : He will not depriue ys of all bis benefits at cnce, . 
bur if he caufe the funne of our chiefe joy to ſer, he will 


make it to rife againe (asit were) the next day, andin . 


I, Sam.T, 
Cap, 29.31, 


the meane time he will ſupply the abſence of this our 

reat liphe, with the innumerable ſtarres of lefſer com- 
orts. Yea (as I ſaid) heſo intermixeth comforts yvith- 

6ur croſſes that we 'neuer haueſuch cauſe of griefe, but. 
that we hauc#s much cauſe of gladnefſe: Thus heeta-. 

keth away a good mother from /ſaac, but hee comfor- 


teeth him in his loſſe by: giuing him a yertuous wife : - 


thus when Leah was deſpiſed he made her fruitfull; and : 
when Rachel and Hannah were barten; he cornforteth. 


hot them» 


Lib.'s2. i 8 * Chapirt« ; 

That God ffuterhvs not aboxe our ſtrength. p jr 4 
them in thei: husbands loue, Thus Daxzid, when he 
ferued a malitious King who fonght his1ife, was recom- 
penced in-the lone of a gracious Prince, who was as 
carefull to preſerue him, as his father yiolenrin ſeeking 
his deftrudtion; and when he was vexed with vngraci- 
ous ſonnes, he was comfortedin the loue of moſt faith- 
full ſeruants, And therefore , when as wee till enioy 
from God ſo many benefits with our croſſes, let vs nor 
ſo wholly betaken vp inthinking on our afflitions, as 
that wee neuer meditate vpon Gods bleffings joined 
with them : for this is but like the Leach, to feede vpon 
corrupted bloud, and to leaue that which is pure and: 
found or like the fooliſh Merchant, of whom Pletarch 


Pligarch, de 


 fpeaketh, who reſerued all his good wine for the vſe of tranquanimi. 


others, and drunk hiinſelfe that which was palled, and 
no better then vineger : but let vs thinke vpon that 
which is left, as well as vpon that which is loſt, and nor 
_ vexe our ſclues for that which we haue not, but inioy 
with comfort that which we haue, For otherwiſe though . 


weprofeſſe Chriltianity, weſhall come ſhort of the wiſ-- 


dome which wasin the Heathen Philoſopher, who ha- Plutarth ibis; 


ving loſt one of his fower. goodly manours, fayd vato 
one who ſeemed mich to condolehis lofſe; Doeſtthou 
not know, that wheras thy ſclfe haſt burton little farm, 
I have three faire manours till remaining? vvhich be= 
ing acknowledged by the party , he further demanded: - 
why then he ſhould norrather condole with him, for: 
hauing bur one, thenthe other with him who was Lord 
of ſo many, Finally, as we haue had, and hane, many 
good things before and in the time of our aflitions;. 
which may ferue as comforts to lighten our calamitics: 
So may we alſo refreſiFour fainting minds, in aſſurance 
of hope, and in thecertaine expectation of fatureblel- - 
fings ;-when as reftſhall follow our labour, andmarcer* 
ef mirth our cauſes of mourning, For, though weeping” 


d.3 ing. 


may 'abide-at the Encning , = roy commeth in the CMors Pal. 30:54 


AAR 


Chap.11: " "0. OY 
That God afflifteth vs not abewe onr flrength, 
wing : though we haue a dropping ſeed time, yet our 
harueſt ſhall be faire and dry; for as the Pfalmilt ſayth 2 


Pfal, 126. 5.6, They that ſowe in teares ſhall reape in ioy ; and whereas 


6 Sef.s. 


they. went weeping carrying precio ſeede , they ſhall re- 
turne with toy and bring their ſheanes, And wellthis a- 
greeth with the louc of our heauenly Father, ro turne 
his eerrible frownes into gracious ſmiles, andtopgiue 
ſome comfort to his chiidren, after that by correQion, 
he hath throughly humbled them; well doothitbefic 
the skill and grace of our wiſe Phylician, to miniſter 
the cordials and reſtoratiues of conſolation, after the 
yomits and purges of afflition; that as by the one wee . 
are cleanſed from the grofle humors of {inne and cor- 
ruption,ſo by the other we may be ſtrengthened and in= 
abled, toleade a newlife, andtoperforme with com- 
fort and incouragement all holy and chriſtian duties 
.both co God and our neighbours, 
But though it were ſuppoſed that our whole life 


That God mo- were full of miſcries, and that we had no taſte ofcarth- 


derateth our 
griefe for 


_ worldly croſſes y 
by Gone us conſolations, both 


vs ſpirituall 
6 omfor is, 


ly comfort, nor had eyer ſpent a day in worldly con- 
rentment , yet haue all the fairhfull ſo many fpirituall 
in reſpeR of their preſent feelings 
and futur F; that they are ſufficient to out-counte- 
nance all their .crofſes, and to ſweeren all their afflicti- 
onsin their greateſt bitterneſſe, For hauing the aſſurance 
of the pardon of their ſinnes , and reconciliation with 
God, there followeth this peace with him, ſuchpeace of 
conſcience, as paſſcth all vnderſtanding, and ſuchin. 
ward confolation and ioy in the holy Ghoſt, as maketh 
them to reioyce, not only intheir proſperity, but alſs 
in their greateft miſcries and afflitions, as the Apoſtle 
ſpcaketh. 
Neither doe they make any reckening of all the 
croſſes and calamities which this world can inflict vp- 
on them : ſeeing all the miſeries and euils which are 
to be found ypon the whole earth are but as one little 


droppc, 
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. That Godeffiifteth vs not abone onrffrength. 

droppe , in compariſon of thatiinfinite Ocean of woe 
and helliſh condemnation, from which through Chriſt 

they are delivered. Beſides, they haue aſſurance by a 

lively faith, that in all cheis troubles and dangers, they Pla.yr. tr. 

hauc the guarde of Gogs' holy Angels attending on 

them , who hauing taken charge ouerthem, doe keepe 

them in all their waies that they hurt not their foote a» 

gainſt a ſtone; and that though they haue many and 

great encmiesto aſſault them, yet they haue more and 

mighty friends who daily ftandin their defence,to pro. 

tet them from all their / San Yea,they know that Gods 

owne holy prouidence watcheth ouer them; which asir _ 

ſendeth, ſoit ordereth, moderatech, and mitigateth all 

their aftlictions, conuerting and turning all to their 

good, and the everlaſting ſaluation of. their ſoules, Fi. f.14.22.. 
nally, by faith they hauc aſſurance that this-yopleaſane 

way of earthly tribulations,doth condutt them to their 

heauenly country, where they ſhall haue pleaſures at 
Gods right hand for euermore ; and that theſe ſhort aud Cor 4.17, © 
momentany affiictions ſhall canſe unto. thema farre moſt 

excellent and eternall waight of glory : andthis maketh 

them to beare, whatſocuer croſſes God layeth vpon 

them, with patience, ſeeing they know that the affi&i- gems, ;8, 
ons of this preſent life , are not worthy the glory which ſhall © 

be rewealed, For if that Troiane Captaine thought ita Forſan hee 
ſufficient incouragement , to comfagt and.hearten his 9 mMeminiſ: 
ſouldiers-in all their difficulties and dangers, when as rac ps! 
he could giue them ſome hope, that after all theſe cruell ju, per ror dif? 
tempeſts and toileſome labours, they ſhould at length ciminereram 
arriue in a pleaſant country , where they ſhould take Tezdimun 
their reſt andpleaſure, and delightthemſclues inthere- LD 
membrance of their paſſed troubles : how much more ,,,; farting 
ſhould we with patience and courage paſſe through this Yirg.Aencid.1, 
ſea of worldly miſeries, who haue farr- better aſſurance 
of farre better hopes; cuenthat we ſhall after theſe our 
paiofull labours, ſafely ariuc at the haven of —_—_— "YL 

, reſt, 
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3. Is 2 76-- © Pry da ut ag "M if 
That Godafflltes v5 hot aboue our flrength. 
reſt, where it ſhall not be poſſible for all our enemies, ſo 
much as to interrupt our happineſle, or. diſturbe.our 
ioy; "2 
Ad thus was Elias comforted, when being forſaken 
of rien, he had the Angels of Godto miniſter yvato him 2 
Thus was Elizere faint-hearted ſeruant-incouraged, 
When as being beſet with-enegiies , he had his eyes ope- 


x. King 19, 5 


. 2.Kin.616.17 ned, and ſay more on his fide then were againſt him, 


At.7.76 Thus was the martyr Stewen repleniſhed with ioy and 


gladneſle in all his perſecutions, by looking into hea» 

uen, where he ſaw his Sauiour,and thatynſpeakablc joy 

and happineſle; which was there reſcrued for him; and 

this made him when the ſtones flew abouthiseares, to 

forgethis owne paine, danger, and death, andin moſt 

feruent charity to pray for his enemies, that their ſinnes 

might not be laideto their charge, and fo debatre them 

Heb,11,25.26 of all theſe ioyes, Andfinally, this made Moſes chooſe 
rather to ſuffer adner ſitie with the people of God, then toin- 

foy the pleaſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon; efteeming the rebuke 

of Chriſt greater riches then the treaſures of Aegypt, be- 

Mala vite canſe he had refpeft to the recompence of reward, To this - 
preſentis tantd purpoſe one ſaith well , that the minde ofman ſo much 
F m1; the more grievouſly apprehendeth the miſeries of this 
0d, bonum life preſent , by how muchit negleCeth to ponder the 
gued ſequitur $00d that followeth; and becauſe he willnot meditate 
negligit exc. onthe rewards whichare reſerved forhim, he thiaketh 
| i 3--q/aghay euery trifle burthenfome which he beareth : whereofir 
e10.64Þ. 12+ js, that his blind cogitation cauſethhim to murmur and 
' _ complaine, .when he feeleth but the blow of a whip, and 
thinketh that an intolerable calamity, which is daily en- 

- ded with the courſe of {liding time. Butif a man once 
contemplate thoſe ioyes'which arcecternall,and fixethe 

eye of his heart vpon thoſe things which doe for cuer 

continne Without change; he thinketh al thattobe no- 

ching which is ſtifl running towards an end, and bea- 

reth the affliftions of this preſent life ſo lightly, as 

| | though 
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That Culefffilinthorneraboutrenrffrength. 


_ though he thoughrall tharnothing which fliderk {2 faſt 
are rao - 


away, Forthemoredeeply choſe inward io 
tedin him, themoreſlightly he apprehenderh all theſe 
outward griefes, &c, In which reſpe& Zophar ficly com- 


Fe Aba tx. ; 


pareththe muſeries of this preſenr life, ro waters-which Iobtr,rs, 


run andpaſſe away; becauſe theſe ſliding calamities do 
not with their violence oppreſſe the mind of a faithfull 
man, but only giue him alittle touch of ſorrow as they 


paſſe by; and though he be moiſined with the bloud of 


| his wounds, yethe is not rent andplucked away from 
the aſſurance ofhis ſaluation. ed 


And thus haue I ſhewed, that the Lord affliech none $ Sef.g. 


of his faithfull children aboue their ſtrength, bur when —_—— 
uot affs'the 
deth thecomforter,bis holy ſpirit, whorefreſheth them greet 1). p 


words ſeeme 


he ſendeth any aduerſity or tribulation, he withallſen- 


with inward conſolations, and both outwardly and iin- 


wardly mingleth many good things with their-euils, » portend, 


and his gracious be with their afflitions, that by 
all theſe helpes he may ſupporttheir weakneſſe, and ina- 
ble them to beare all their correions with patience 
andcomfort. Againſt which may be obieQed the exam- 
ple of the Apoſt. Paw!, who affirmeththat in his afflicti-/ 
ons which he ſuffred in Afia,he was preſſed ont of meaſure, 
paſiing firength, ſo that he doubted of his life, Vrxo which 
I anſwere, that the Apoſtles end is not there to ſhew the 
yameaſurablenes of bis afflitions, bur he doth only ag- 
grauate them, that he may the more amplify Gods mer- 
cy in deliuering him from ſuch great cuils, To which 
purpoſe he ſayth , that he was preſſed out of meaſure 
and abouc firength,that is, beyond his owne ability and 
naturall power, which was farre vnadle tobeare ſo great 
afflitions , that ſo he might magnihe the greatneſſe of 


Gods mercies , who had firengthened himaboue na« - 


ture, and when all naturall ability fayled, had ſupported 

him by his ſpirit, and raiſed himto health and Rrength 

when all wocldly and naturall helpes and hopes __u 
| Ee a 


Cor,t $ 


FE 
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Chap; rr. "v8" -- --— "of 
That Godaffuftetb vs ating, 

and forſooke him, as thoughheſhould have fayd; I'was 

in reſpe&'of my frailenaruieſoxnmenſarably preſſed 

vvith grieuous fickneſte;,” that there vvas no poſſible 

meanes fot me to haue continued in this extremity, had 

| not Gods power ſuppotted me , 'andraifed meto life, 

who was cuen but a dead manin mineowne apprehen- 

fion, And that this is the meaning ofthe words,it plain-= 

ly appeareth,both by that whichgoeth before,and thac 

which followeth. .For before, hee affirmeth that God 

ver.4,J= gomforted him in all bis tribulations, andrhat as the ſuffe- 

-" rings, which he indured for the name of Chriſt; aboun- 

\ ded; ſo his confolation' did abownd through Chriſt. And 

the words followingalto, ſhewthathe ſpeaketh of the 

grearnefle of his "harps , Which was out of meafure, 


not in reſpe& of that power which he had from-God, 
.... butof his owne naturall (lrengrh « for fohe fayrh, that 
. » he received the: ſentence of death in bimſelft;, brcanſe hee 
ver. 9,t0, ſhould not truſt in himſeife; but m-God whichraifeth the 
dead, aud delinered hins from thi great death. So after- 
wards ſpeaking of his aft|1Rions, he faith':: We are trow- 
blrd-0n. exery fide, yet-not diftireſſed; weate priplexed, but 
2.Cor.4.8,9, not indeſpdire , or without hope of helpe; we areperſecuted 
| ' but not forſaken, caſt downe but we periſh not." ' | 
Yea bur'the faithfull doe in their affiidtions fall into 
© rent $6- impatiencic , and make gricuous complaints like men 
Jef, anſwered for-lorne,and forſalienef God, whichthoy would not 
' 1ehen from the doc vnleſſe their:afflitions vere aboue their _ 
example of d- Many fuch complaints vvefind inthe booke of [ob, For 
wersof the he crieth out:: O that my 'griefe were wellweighed, and 
[5p 3 miſcries were laide together inthe ballance, for it woald 
1,2. 352) be heater then the fand rf the ſta; 8c." O that it would 
pleafe God to deſtroy me; that hewwould tet looſe his hand 
5.4 and cut me off ; what 3 my ſtrength that! ſhenld hope, 
\ or mine end that I ſhould prolong my life ? Is my ftrength 

the ftrength of ſtones or my fleſh of braſſe ? 
Thus alſo Daxzid' complaineth , that God had forfa- 


kew 


S Seft.to. - 


-Y 


Chipers) 


Jkt 


bis. heart pruited , and 
«t the light of his eyes was 
ou hols $4 urch-in. her la- 


gardellge that Pak them behind ola ou pticbereds as 
ply en like vnto wy ſorrow which i dopiewnta; me her-- 
with the Lord bath aftlited ee inthe dey of his fierce 
ureth.? To which1 anſw, 5, Ins all cheſe-aretheGom-. 
plaiors pf che wea oo Beſhg,outofthepreſeng 
lepſe, ge 90 feeling, of hai indgements  inined 
he of rowns i inficmiticandinability.to þeac 
wh  indure em: by.jit onnefirengeh, anto Whigh the 
fpirigul and-r BEecrale part.con fenteth nor; hauing in 
cept all exrreamities; ſorpe gakte; of ſpiriquall 
coming ſomeafurance.af(Gods preſence & pawe 
anck, cengtheningins: burzefifterhyheſe ceny 
tatians af the andneuier ccaſcth oppoling and las 
bouring tern pan xarill i it haue auercome them 
andegnfirmedghe Chriſtiap,with paticnceandcomforr, 
Yeageuen whentheieſh woſtgaubecthand deſpaigech, 
in, regard of it owneftreageh , fayliag, and; faintitigiin 
the time af txouble; becauſe retting wholly ypenir ſclfe, 
is foxlaken ot all hope, whenirſeeth this ftrengehins 
ferbles, pod theaffliion ipereahnginwaight and yio+ 
lence:rhendaththe:ſpigicyall parelabour andingevour 
ro celi ſecurely. vypon God, kaavng that weſtand not 
by aur owne power, hut by ch the power of his might; that 
wheh, we are weakeſt ,;then- he. is Hrongeſt, and taketh 
delightzo manifeſt his greatp Na5a ot grometjol 
mixigs; andfinally cha zboſd biml we his moſt 
Exacis s promiſes neugr.co faile vs.nor forſake vs, buc 
will: ift and hold vs vp in allremations vntillat chelaſt 
ws: 2hraine the viQorye; : Iris jeonend char the Chri- 


tian 


ken. him, chat her had forgo! 9 n9n—a9 TIO ie > 
up, his kender,wercies ini ; vere, that bee faipredin his Plal 77.9. &6. 
that oe may motnt dren dren 836, 1. 


Ka AN Spe aut with afliqn ;\Hexe _ FOOTE: am, 1.1 


corppl ouerwhelmed, 
with hisheauy indgements;andanother while refteſhed> 
Fe InNaHd crib, vtien 45tHe I6ite 


ring \and repinidg"-inſenſe of paine, andvtterly _ 
rate and defiiture of allhope and helpe; and foone a 
rejioycing/intribulation; ahd triuinphing ouer all his. 
miſcties miaflurante of Godsloue , whereby ho refleth- 
perfwaded', that God will turnie all to his good, andin: 
the meane time neuer ceaſe to aſſiſt him in all difficul- 
ties and diftrefles. ' And all this wilt well ftand, both 
with: the rturh- of Gods wott arid promiles; aratfo 
with this chriſtian'conſotati6h; that God meafurcth 
ynto the faithfulffuch aproportion of afflition;'25be- 
fireeth theirfirengh; laying vpon rio man morerhenhe 
is able ro'beare, ' For the Lord bath notpromiſed thar 
we ſhallnotbef6iledin thisconfi, burthatweethall 
nor beoumereome; noPthirWethalnotbepreſſedand 
pidched with the weiphr of affiiftions, 'bur that wee. 
ſhall nor be oppreſſed and periſhinthem', not that wee 
fball nor forrow atid figh, latnerit and weepe'irrour mi- 
ſerits;' ber chat our ſorrow ſbullbeimrned mnt loy , and all 
rearrs ſhall be wiyed from on tyes ;that'ourmourning. 
fhal efidiry cirth; and viirimparienc murmurings, hall 
be changed into cheerefull thankſgiuings and ſongs of 
deliverance :he hath notpromiſed that weſhalll alwaies. 
feele power ſufficient in ourſelugsro'indureallrentari- 
ons; for where Ts aIwiiesfeelitip; theres noplact for 
faich; but that in our greateſt weakneſfſe his power ſhall 
be ſafficientfor vs, and that when weare moſt feeblein.: 


our {elues, weſhall beſtton|in him,: Finally, he hath 
ro} "© #4 Note 


= , 34k: — @Chap.rr, 
That God ifflifieth ws not aboue our ſtrength... 
not ſtinted hiraſelfe to any number or waight of affli- 
Qions, noripromiſedthart weſhould bewray no impati- 
ency and-infirmities inthe time ofour trials, whilſt this Rom, 8. 2$ 
hcauy weight doth ly ypon vs, but that he wil inthe end 1.Cor. 10, 13. 
turne all to our good, and notio ſuffer ys to be temp- 
ted, but that at the length he will giue a good iffue vnto 
our.tentations., that we may be able to beate and euer- 
come thern.. ſrt 
Yea but we ſee many, who haue formerly made pro- | 
6. , : Seft, IF, 
feſſion of religion, and ſeemed co make fome conſci- 7, ,,.", 
ence of their waics, who are quite ouerthrowne in this jefjox avs 
combate of afflitions, falling into- extreame impati-= ſwered, taken 
ency, murmuring -and repining againft Gods proui- /7mihrer- 
dence, and vttering fearcfull blaſphemies againſt his _ of ſome 
. . rr EN 0 fall awap 
maieſty; and that which-is worſt of all, doe continue ;,,j,; ;;,., of 
in theſe deſperate courſes vatotheend, | afft ion, 
': To which anſwer, that whatſhew ſocuecr ſuch haue _ 
made,they were at the beſtbut mcere hypocrites, vnts_ 
whom Gods promiſes. of not tempting abouc power, 
and afflifting aboue ſtrength are not made, fecing they 
arcappropriated only totrue belceuers. And therefore 
It is no maruailegif this chaffe which heforedid lie quier= 
| Jy with. the wheat,.is ſcattered abroad when the wind & 
fan of triall commieth,nomaruaile if this droſſe be con- - - 
ſumed inthe fiery riall, though, before. it-was put into 
the furnace,it madeſomeglittering ſhew. Neitherſhold 
it fcem ſtrange vnto vs;thattheſe. greenblades,which for 
wantof ground never rooke root,do wither away when 
the ſunne of tribulation and affliction ariſcrh,ſfeeing our 
fauiour Chrift hath long.,,agoe giuen vs warning of it, 
Neither doth this befall.rhem becauſe God lateth vpon 
.them intollerable afflition;but becauſe throvgh their 
weakneſle and naturall corruption,they-are ablero bear 4> 
nothing; nor is their.deſtruQion to be imputed to-the © 
greatnefſe and gricuouſneſle of their mwiſeries, but to $ 
their infirmneſſe and imporency in-enduring any _ | 
e 3 | or 


Mat.13.20,27, 


Cats — - oe bit 
That God dffifftth vs not «bowe our ffrenpth,' | 
For ifa man through the weakneſle af his Nomacke doe 
not receiue orretaine a profitable potion, which would 
urgehim from his corrupt humours andreſtore himto 
health, becauſe it is vnpleaſant and bitter to his taſt,and 
ſo dieth for want ofhelpe, his death and deitruQtion is 
notto be aſcribed to the phyficke, but to his indiſpoſi- 
tion who would orcould not-take it :- So the ruineand 
ouerthrow of hypocrites is not to be. aſcribedto their 
bitter potions of affliftions, which if they were-taken 
according to the preſcript of our wiſe Phyficion, would 
purge them of their cortuprions and recouer their 
ſtrength ; but to their owne impotency and finfull im- 
becillity, which cannot beare nor profit by them. And 
Chry/ot.'® of theſe wee may truly ſay withthatauncient Father; 
_ 3 Thar if they are ouerthrowne with. tribulation\, rhey 
©, would n:uch more haue come to the' like deſtrution 
quem nulla ſe- by pleaſures and proſperity, reſt and1dlenefle, For, if 
lietes corruw- being bound, and (as it were) faft tyed vnto God by 
pre Anguſt® the cords cf tribulation, they notwithſtanding fall a- 
_ way fromhim; how much more would they hauc fallen 
if they had been looſe and left ro their owne libertie. 
Cbryſoſt. in E- And to the ſame purpoſe he ſaythelſe where; that if tri- 
piſt. ad Hebre- bulation ot overthrow andUeſtroy-any, it is nor to be 
05, cap. 12» 5jmpured to the firength' of theſe afſaylants, butvnto 
Homil, 3. their 6whefloth'and cowargiſe-- For if being ſober and 
watchful we pray vnto Godgthat he will not ſuftervs to 
be rempred abvue'onr power; if we alwaies adhere and 
'cleaue vnto him by faith andaffiance, Rand to it vali- 
antly; prepaie ourarmour and ſet our ſelves to fight, we 
ſhall alw ajes finde him'to be our helper and defender; 
and althoughtentations comeruſting vpon ys like a fii- . 
rious tempeſt, yet they ſhatl be ynto vs as light as (tub 
Set, x3, Þle, andlikealcafethatis carried'iin the ayre, 
That the for» Now'this doQrine whereby we are affured,that God 
mer confidera= meaſureth our afflitions according to.our ſtrength,and 
on ufullof neuertempteth vs aboue our power (bur alwaies g'ueth 
comfort, 2good 


2 


 2.3h er. LANA? 


a good iſſue ro our troubles and eemariens))is ſo-full of 
chriftian-comforc, that if there were no-0xhex/argument 
befides toperſWwade vs, -to-beareall ourcrefles and ca- 


"That God afflifterh + AGFTLWPE..y a 


lamities with patience and comfort, this alone were 


ſufficient, For who would not-bee content to beare a 


burthen of Gods owne impoſing , when as hee is ſure: 


he ſhall not be oucrloaded ?- who would. refuſe-to be 
tried inthis furnace of affliction, if hee certainly know 
that it will not canfune,. but onely purge and purifie 
him from the drofle of fin? Who becing preſſed into 


Gods ſeruice would not couragiouſly fight againſt ſuch. 


enemies, as bcing inferior in ſtrength, he is ſute to oucr- 
come? and who would refuſe toreceiue a potion pre- 
pared by this naoſt heauenly and wiſe Phyſicion,though. 
it be bitter and ynpleaſanc vnco the taſte, ifhe be aſccr- 
tained, that the poilon of affliction is correed withſo 
many pxeſeruations of his loue , .and teſtimonies of his 
fauour, and ſo mingled withinnumerable numbers of 
Gods bleflings and -benefits., and fitted tohis.conſtitu- 
ton and (irength whois to take toit, that howſocuer 
whileſt ic workerth-vpon his grofſe humors,andpurgerh 
away thoſe: tuugh: corruptions which naturally adhere 
vnto hinz;-he is for the preſent ficke in his ſenſe and fee- 
ling,, yet he ſhall thereby. be recouered and reftoredto 


his health 2 Tq this purpoſe one-ſaych, that it isa lingus 


Gregor, moral, 


lar comfort in the time of affliction; to:call often to #03-caþe7: 


mind Gods bleſſings and: benefits; neither will our 
iq breake anddeprefle vs, if wee vphold and com- 

ort our fainting and finking ſoules, by calling to our 
remembrance the gifts of God beſtowed: on vs. And 


So 


therefore it is well ſayd ; [» thy good dayes be not vne Ecclel. 11,. 


»:indfull of the enill, and in thy exill dayes bee not forget- 
full of the ga0d : For whoſocuer daily recciuerth pitres, 
and feareth not corretion-, through too much ioy he 
periſheih in his pride; and contrariwiſe he who is worne 
Out With chaſtiſements, and doth not comfort himſelfe 

eg : in: 


*\ 


Bervard, In 
rams palma- 
Tis. (erm. %+ 
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 Chap.tt. Dy” 
F Thar God affifteth vs not abone onr ftrength. 
mn the-giftes 'which hee hath receiued , is deſtroyed 


Lib,;2. 


chrough Jeſpaire. And therefore both theſe areto be 
joined rogether, that 'one may helpe to ſupport the 0- 
ther; in as much as the remembrance of the gift doth 
temper and mitigate rhe griefe and {marc ofthe rodde; 
and rhe ſuſpirivn and feare of therodde, doothteme» | 
per 8nd modetare the ioy of thegifr, And to the ſame 
effe& another ſayth, that the faithfull are mindfull of 
their good things in the day of aduerfitie, leſt rhey 
ſhould be faint hearted andimpatient; andinthe day 
of proſperity they are nor vamindfull of cuils and at- 
flicion, lealtbeing exalted andiiſred vp, they ſhould 
ſay, we ſhall neuer be remoucd., As thercfore when our 
eyesare dimmed and dazeled by looking vpon hurtfull 
obie&s, or by too much inrention of the fighr, we do 
againe refreſh and repaire their ſtrength and-yigour, by 
beholding of greene: colour :: ſo when our heafts 4nd 
minds are tyred and vexed by confidering the'good 
things we want, or the cuils and miferies which lie yp- 
on ys'; wee muſt. notſufferthemto bee whollyintene 
ypon theſe burrfull and pernicieus-obieQs ;/but exer- 
ciſe them in'meditating vpon thoſe manitolde bleſs 
fings which God ſufferethvs preſentlytoenioy; forthe 
mitigating of our ſmart,and mcderaring,and as it were 
ſweetning the bitterneſlcof our griefe z/and alſo ypon 
that fururehappineſſe which we enioy in hope, and thae 


 everlaſtingand incomprehenfibleioy andglorious bleſ- 
Tedneſſe; which wee ſhall receiue in-the kingdome of 


Heauen, When our courſe isended, and our conflict 


"Chap; © 


" Lib." 
| That 


'\ L SHY I Crap, :12.: > 
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our affiiitions are no more they neveſſary. 
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That Qod efflifteth 9s no. mare then ts weceſſary: for bis” 

owne glory, axd.our ſaluation, 1 52 
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P Ne thus Gods louc and, mercy appeatcth: in 6 PETS 


RA Val mcaſuring;our afflitions, -atcorfling c:0Ur That our flats 
A A frength : che other point propaunded is; that of corruption 


2 Godſhewcththelikelouc vato vs, by mcaſu- 
ring the proportion of afflitiong, according; .co- the 
ſcante(t meaſure of our neceſſity, {aying:no more. vpon 
vsrhenisneceflyry forghe magnifyingothis owne. glo-: 
ry by' our ſan&tification in ithis ife;and avr.ſaluationin 
che life;tocaime.. Fox, the Lord is chiefly: delighted in 
exctcifing his loue./ mercy,and goodncle towards his 
ſaints; avd ſcwuants3- and would net: willinglyaffit and 
correv3, if wegdid got wage, bim cherounte by akinde 
of neccllity. For ſuch isQur\nawurelleorruption,thatwee 

aro calilygogkied, and made-wantun, with the fruition of 
Gods bleſſings, and gray to-ſuch,pride, and infolcycy 
through ihiy cantipuell. fauqurs that. wee, are ready ta. 
forget, und conemnehim; whoja che quthor. of all. our 

good ; and. eo. runne jnto. allexcelle,and riot, with:the. 
wicked: of the-world, turning our liberty.inco_laole. lie 
centiouſnde, and;abuling cur iplenty of Gods blcdings, 
85. a meanes of, wainrayning vs in-our luxurious, and 

 wickedcourſes.; And therefore the Lord is after a (art 

enfarced x9, correc. va that by ſarrow and ſmart, hee 
may bring vs. caknowourſclues,and-to remember, bim, 
of whem eaſc aud proſperity.haue made ys.ignoranc,and 
forgerfull;-and. by,theſe ſharp whippes:and rods, hee; 
reclaimeth fromour lewd cauſes, wherein if -hee ſhould. 
let vs alone, we would runne on with-headlong haſt vato 


our cndles petdition and condemnation, And as the wiſe: = -: 


andfaithfullPhifidonis conſtrained,y pon the neceſſity of 


rcco- 


Azuſs. in Ho= 
aveh 35» T. I9, 


* 


«45 


# 


, 45+; _ Lin 
"bat ogr afflilionta re = MH neceſſary, 

ing aftet-fcaſting,abſtinenee afrer ſurfe.ing & cxcefle, and 
bicter poriss & purges whe he fiaderh his body diftempe- 
rcd with corrupt bumors;and oucrmuch fuſnes: fo vpon 
the like neceffity of tecoucring our ſpitituali health, the 
Lord is faiac, when wee ſurfer on his bleſſings, to with- 
draw them from vs, and to appointvs abſtinence, or a 


ſhorter diet; and: when hce ſeect our ſoules full of Gnful 


-corruptions,to giue vnto vitheſe bitter potions of affli- 
Rions, to purge vs from thew. And'when.wee:baue 


. . pampered our (clucs by feeding on the: forbidden fruits 


of linfull pleaſures, and haue grecdily drunke of the poy= 
fonous cuppes of exceſſc, and rapine, of whoredome, and 
fornication, and the wine- of vielence and oppreſſion, 
wherewith our natures being tainted and infedted, the 


lifc of our ſoules is hazarded andindanpered : the Lord 


outof his love & cares enforced to prepate ancthericup 
for vs,& to make vs-drinke of the antidore,& counterpoi-- 
ſon of aff; tions, charithe poiſon of fin may bepurged, 8& 
cxpelled,& we freed from thedanger ofeverlathing drach; 
And as in theſeregardsthere 1s neceſſity of ſending theſe 
atflitions inrcfpect ofcuety particulat Faithfull man, fo 
alſo inregatd of the whote Church nigeneral}; For avie 
is neucr more ſpirituaſlypoore and lcane, then'when it is. 
pampered-4n\worlkdly pope; and: proſperity ; (o it is 
negerxicher,or in betterliking,cthen when ivizourward-- 
ly piached with milcty,: 8nd «fflition-: And as by roo: 
muchfulnes irfalleth into 4 corffunpiion.and by being 
too rafke, igcafilierlaid, & caſt downewith every Rorme: 
ofzentution; whereby itivndanpered to-totcing,'and pe- 
riſhing: ſo ic growerh fatrer'by' faſting, profpereth bet- 
rerwhehit isbiitenaodnipped; nor ther thrigcth (o:well,: 
or 8roweth(s fift,'as when' jt carrieth the-crofle on the 
ſhoulder. To which purpoſe one faith ; that-it is moſt 
neceſſary for the catholicke Church, to bee exerciſed, 
asndtcied with continuall tentations; | becauſcin the = 


recoucring his patients healch, to prelcribe yutohim faſt- 


VIWLY, 


That our affiiftionruve nexnore Thi iWebfar fi 
deſt of centations ic liuerh, flouriſheth; conflantlyiridu- 
reth, and commeth eo perfeRion: vas which; when it 
hath attained, reſt fucceedech labour ,”and che tencati- 


ons depatring, the bleſſingremaineth. * *--/- 


% 


-* Neither duth the Lord take any delight in our ſmarty $ Seit.2. 

© or miketh any haſt ro inflithis chaſtiſem ents, bur with 7hat tbe Lord 

grear patience, and long ſuffring, hee expeRketh our re- !akc1bn0 de- 
h light [nt our 


not take his rod of correion into hi hand;rilt hee bee _ 


preſſed withthe waight of our finnes, as the Cart x preſs to prevent our 
fedwhich is full of ſheanes, 2s the prophet fpcakerb, and puniſrmen. 
till there bee 'no other remedy. Andituenthen when we 51295 2413s 


peatance, tha hee may have mercy vpon vy; and dot 


hauc vrged him with a: kinde of neceſſity to => rhe vs, 
becauſe orherwiſeweVoutdÞoo0d in thiewaics of wicked- 
nes to ourperdicion, and cucriafting condemnation; hee 


doth nur pmith vs williugty{ a8 one that takech Yelight iii £29ene3-33e 


ourſinact,” 48d corment; but petformieth it as an-aCtion, 
which is rather fic for'vsto ſutfergchen for himro dot be- 


ing vnto him, as thc Pryphet ipcaketh, his range works, x, 


and not familiarvnto his nature, which is full of toue, 


mercy, and goodneſle, and is' moſt delighted and plea- Mich-7.18," | 


{cd in ſhewing' and extchding” grace and compaſ- 


fion to thoſe who are in miſery. Ant therefore in all '' © * 


his*courſes and proceedings; hee auoideth as much as 
will Rand with his glory, and our cuerlafting: good, all 
hard, and rigorous courſes towards vs. For firſt like a 
gracious father he louingly acquainteth vs with his will, 
and informeth vs inthe dutics which wee ought toper- 
formevnto him,allucing vs co obedience, and incoura- 
ing vstoſcrue him, with innumerable benebrs in pre- 
ent poſſcſſion, and with many gracious promiſes of be- 
Rowing much morcexcellent f fapumun vs in timeto 
- come, And ifwee bee ſo forgertfull ofhim,and our (clues, 
that notwithſtanding all his fauours,wee negleRout du- 
ty, and abnſe his mercies, as occaſions and meancs of 
ſinne; hee dothin the next place aftcr a fatherly man- 
| ncr 


pu, : . 
* / 
2« 


» gue 


Y 23-21, 
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apt 34% - Lib; 
 Thatouraffiftionsare nemere then neceſſary. 

ver admonith vs,in the miniſlry ofthe word, ofthe negleR 
of our.dutic, and, putteth vs in minde of our faultines, 
that wee may amend it, which if wee doc, hee ſtayerh 


| here, and goeth no further: butif wee perſiſt incour &- 
- pill courſes , hee doth by the ſame his holy word,ſharp- 


 Iyzcbuke and xeprove vs for our finnes; and threatneth 


þ | .Cor ol +3 w, 


$ Seft. » 


Dons ped hee ſhould vic towards ys, but at firſt, doth corre 


fliftions excee> v8 lightly, and gengly with, all tenderncfſe and com- 
deth 101 ne» 
ceſiuy. 


his judgements pudchaltiſemenes, ifby. gentler meanes 
wee will not becreformed. Andifhec yer preuaile with 


-+vs, hee ftaycth. his. hand, and proceedeth..no further a» 
\_gainſt vs. Butjf all this will not.reclaime vs. fremrouc 


wicked waies, and, bring vs ta repentance; then. is hee 


forced tolct vsfeclethe (martof the rod, and though in 


hisfathcrly affeRtion hee, much piticthys, and tendreth 
our griefcs, yet both in his wiſedpme. and love, he ſeth 
itnecc{lary.thar weeſhould rather preſently. bee vexed 


-' with ſome momentavy affliftion, then. that wee ſhould 


run courle through impunity,and want gf corrcaion, 


- which inthe end would plunge vsintocucilaſting con- 


demnation. 


* uAndygrhee dodh natpreſeattygeale with v4 jn chat 


flcaie and; juſt ſeucrity, which our finnes have defer. 


_ paſſion; with which ſmall chaſtiſement if wee. bee a- 


mended,,. hee tayeth hjs kand, hauing attained vnto 


that which hee delired & intended ; bur if fewer ſtripes 
will not rcforme vs, hee is necefiarily vrged ro lay on 
more ; andif wee þce ſo ftubborae, as totontemnehis 
rodds, whereby hee gently correRerh vs, hee js con- 
firaincd co ſcourge and beate vs with the whippe & cud- 
gell of more grecuous afflictions; being reſolued out of 
merc loue, andfatberly affection, rovic towards vs any 


preſent rigourandextremity,then he wil ſuffer vs by per- . 


filingin our fins, to fall into cucrlaſting perdition, orto 
become lo deſperate in Qur wickednes, as that he ſhould 
bec forced to diſinherit ys of our heaucnly inheritance, 


has onr affiitiont ere no more thranteeſſe: 


$0 thar if wee endure gticuous afflitions, and-doe fnde- 
that our heavenly Father doth corre ys ſharply, and- 
with great ſeuctity, wee arenor to impute it vnto any- 
wantof Ioue it him, asthough hee tooke any pleaſure 
in our paine, but are to lay the fault wholy vpon our 
ſelues, who arc ſo ftubborne, and vndutifull, chat more: 
entle corre&10925-would nct reclaime ys. For if there 
cc ſuch louc and tenderneſſe in e:rthly parents (which 
notwithſtanding is butalitce droppe diſlilled into them, 
from this founraine, orrather occan of mercy and com- 
paſſion ) that chey defire, and chiefcly delightin ſhew- 
ing their kindc affcRion rotheir chiſdren, and in giuing. 
vnto them all teſkimonies and: fignes-of loue : and arc 
lbth tocorrcAtthem for their favules, if any admonitions- 
& rebukes will reforme & amend them; neuer thinking 
ripes ſcaſonable, but when they ſee them necellaric, in 
regard chat other meanes wil} not reclaime them from 
their faults,and bring chem to good 3 yeaif their loue bee 
ſuch,.and {o great, that according to the ſame neceſſity. 
ic mcaſureth'out the number of cheir ſtripes, and quantity 
ofthcir correRion,. lo as they are not willing to glue 
them ogc blow inore, thea they-thinke neceilary for: 
their amendment: then how much leſfe will the Lord 
exceede this meaſure of neceflicy, ſeeing hee both infi- 
nitelry excellcthal carchly.parcats in loue,and goodaes,, 
as bein hot only ration - De Fog of grace, ond 
"not anly loujog, butſoucit. ſclfe,as the Apoſtle fliler 
him Hand is gh infinite in tons ofa therefoec LEO 
cannot (like carthly parents ) bee decemed in the pro-- 
portian of his chaſtiſements, but iuſtly knoweth how 
mychis neceſſary,& neither too much,nor tqo little, far 
the 'amendment of his children 7 yea if there bee ſuch 
loue, and carcin an honeſt, faithfull, and-learned Phiſi-- 
tion, that according to his skill, hee will take for the 
eaſe of his patient the gentleft, and” m lt pleafing COUure- 
EShich hee thinkatr ſufficient forthe effeHipg of the 
al GULF. 


- _—_—» 
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| 


Chap. 12. $50. .* . Lib, 
' That evr afflilions are no wore they neceſſary. 
cure; andwill nener vſc ſharper and more painefull. re- 
medies then che neceſſicic of che ſoare or lickeneile doth 
require : as for example, hc will not mixc a greater quan=- 
city of poiſon in the purgarion, then by the rulcs ot arte 
hee findeth neceſſary for ſuch a patient, and ſuch g dil- 
caſe; hee will not appoint a corrafiue, launcher or bur- 
ning iron , where a healing plaiſter will cffe&t ws 
cure: hee will not preſcribe violent purgations, when 
gentle potions are ſufficient; nor giue vnto his paticne 
bitter and loatblome drugges, which hee hatech as much 
as hisdifcafe, when as hee ſeeth thathee may as well re- 
coucr him by pleaſant elcAvaries, and comfortable re- 
ſtoratiucs : how much more may we bee aſſured, that oui 
hceaucaly Phiſicion, whoncuer failech for want of Skill, 
andisallo infinite inlouc and goodnes towards his dil 
eaſcd paticnts, will ncuer for the curing of our fpiricuall 
diſeaſes vic ſharper meancs then, our licknes requireth, 
nor cuer give vs moreofthe bicter medicines of aſflii- 
ons &miſcry, then is fit for the recoucry of our ſpiritual 
heaſch? And chercforc if wee with patience and 'con- 
tcntment,refigne our (clues quer to the $kill and fidelity 
of our carthly Phiſitions, chougb ſormetimethey faile in 
both; and doe not hmit them, either in ri ſpeR of the 
quantity,or quality of their phiſicke, but refer it. wholy 
to their diſcretion, and only deſire that they will v{c the 
_ ealicfſt, ſpcedicft,& ſafe meanes, for the effeRing of the 
cute: then how much more ſhould wee wholy rely vp» 
on the Lord, who is aſwell a father in Joue, 25 Phi. 
oninskill z neither preſcribing vneo him what wee muſt 
take, or how loug wee mult bee vnder cure, (ering wee 
arc alſuredthat hee will not ynfaichfully protract, it for 
hixowne profic, for hee necdeth nothing, and gb 


'noreward, but thankes; nor yet pur'vs to' morc pine 

then is profitable, yea neceiary for our recoucry, ſecin 

hee is not delighted in our tormenes, but taketh much 
 moreplcaſure in hcariog ys ſiog Plalmes and ſongs of 


- 


Lib; 2. _ Jo8*** \_ Chap.12; 
That one oflEln on no-meve then ne L 
deliverance, then in out lighing, and ſorrowing, crying, 

andcomplaining? * 5 3r) peſt 2 
When therefore wee ſee that our heaucnly Phiſition 
hath provided divers kindes of medicines for bis diuers 


patients; for one a greater and more bitter purge, for an [71 uf 
- othera leffe and more pleaſant potion; for this man a i; ;þe ,* 
corraliuc,& for that an healing plaiſtcr; Let vs not won- of our faults oh 
der at it; for cyther their diſeaſes are diucrs, or they arc £/5»0»ſucrof 
diuerstn their temperature, and conſlitution zand it be. diſeaſes, 


ſeemeth notche skillof our heavenly philition, like the 
ignorant Eippevicke toapply one ſalue for al{ ſorcs, and 
the ſame medicinefor alt kinde of maladies and dilcales, 
but cs fre the remedy according to the nature of the in- 
firmity, and condinon of the parry, And if wee haue a 
potion of the |argeſt ſize, and loathſome in raft, appoin- 
ted for vs, letvs nor thinke it coo much,and murmur a- 
gainſt our phifition, whoknowetbbetrer then wee, wbar 
medicine is fitteſtor the curing of our difcaſes: neither 
ler vs ſay that others haue worſe ſoarcs, and more gentle- 
ſalues; more dangerous fickneſles, and more cafie reme- 
dies; for if wee arc often miſtaken in our bodily diſeaſes, 
and thinke that wee are in; no perill, when the Phiſitiorr 
ſceth thatour (ickenesis almoſt deſperate; and in this re- 
gard, reft notypon our owne feeling, hut vpon his skill, 
and willingly take that which hee prefcribeth 5-then how 
much more may wee bee 'decciued in the fickneſſes of 
our ſoules; thinking our digerous diſcaſcs,to be but ſmal 
" Infirmities;& decpe conſumprions in grace but ſome 
little diſtemper, 8 faint languiſhing; & therefore how 
muctr rather ſhould we refcrre our ſelaes wholy to the 
$k1ll and wifedome of God, whocannet erre for want of 
judgement, becauſe h& knoweth al] chings, nor for wane 
of care, becauſe his loue is infinite, patiently drinking a- 
more bitter potion, then wee fee prouided for others, 
who outwardly {cerme more dangerouſly (icke, becauſe 


wee may beeaffured,thateither our Phiſition fecth: our 
h diſcaſcs 


ISS w 


Cap-1 "T's f T7 >: Lib 
: ew ens  reantaati 
difcaſes inwardly to be more perilſome , and therefore 
neede ſharper medicines; or that wee are of greater 
rength, and therefore becrer able tobrooketheir bit- 
- eernefſe.? And when we find and feele that our heauenly 
father doth duweciſly chaſtiſe his children, ſome with 
fewer and lighter, and others with more and harder 
Aripes;z and that wee haue our partamong thoſe who 
haue the greateſt meaſure, let vs know that he corre- 
Reth divers faults, and that in thoſc who are of a diuers 
nature. Some fauits arelefſer, cither in themſclues, or 
as they are extenuated with circumſtances, and arewich 
little adoe left and amended; ſome are greater,cither in 
their owne nature, orasthey are by circumſtances ag- 
grauvated, and are not forkhen without great difficul- 
ty : Some finnes are like the cloke or ypper garment, 
caſily ſhaken off, without any trouble to him who lay- 
eth them aſide , and ſome cleaue to our corrupt nature 
like the skinne to the fleſh, orthe fleſh tothe bones, 
and cannot be parted from ys without great paine in 
the parting : of thoſe we may be reformed with the leaſt 
word or lighteſt correRion, but of theſe not withour 
| many ſtripes and bitter paine, Againe, the children of 
God whom he chaſtiſeth, are of diuers natures and diſ- 
poſitions; one is milde and gentle,and is cafily rebuked 
withan angry word, anotheris ſo ſturdy and ſtomack- 
full, that he will not be reformed with many blowes; 
one needeth no more but the ſhadow or ſhaking of the 
rodde, and heis preſently humbled, and beggeth par- 
don with promiſe of amendment ; but vnto another 
the (mart of the rod is nor ſufficient, but heneedeth al- 
ſo a whip to pull downe his ſtomack, and to make his 
Kour heart to yeeld and relent. And therefore ſecin 
there is ſuch great diuerfitic bothin faults commirted, 
' and natures who offend, it is no great maruaile if Gods 
chaſtiſements be alſo diuers, Neither doothit follow 
hereupon, that the greateſt meaſure orhardeſt ripen 
EXCEE 


J 


0's nat 


Lib; 353 —_Cuwpar 
That onr efflifl ions are nomore thenneceſſary, - 
exceed neceſſitic, or be more then needs. For our moft 
wiſe Father, in -his.correRions reſolueth toreforme all 
his children, andto freethem from the greateſt, -as well 
as from thelcalt fins , as well from thoſe which they are 
moſt in loue with,and loatheſt to leaue, and from which 
they. part with greateſt paine and difficulty, as from 
them with which being inleaſt league and liking , they 
.a;e willing toleaue at the firſt admonition, And when 
hetaketh vs.in hand, he will maiſter the proudeſt hearr 
and ftouteſt fRomacke, as wel as that which is milde and 
- gentle; and forthisendif fewer and lighter ſtripes will 
not ſerue the turne,he wilinflitmore and harder,neuer 
ceaſing till he hauce throughly bumbled vs, brought vs 
ypon our knees, and made ys topromiſereformation 
and amendment; becauſe if he giue ouer before he haue 
attained vnto his end, we ſhall be. but hardned in our. 
Rubbbornneſſe, and. all the ſtripes which we hauefor- 
merly ſuffered ſhall be in vaine- 
. From whence we. may conclude, that if we haue great. Seff, 5. 
or tedious affliftions lying vpon vs, cither we haue That our greet 
great faults or great ſtomaches,; or if we be nor guilty «/fliftions «an 
of hainous finnes in their owne nature, yet wee make 7 -— ſcour 
them hainous-ynto.vs by diuers circumſtances; as byJ,,;, wwe ne. 


committing them willingly againſt knowledge and wee, or as they 


conſcience; by continuing in them after we are admo- are aggrane- 
nithed of them, andperſwaded to leaue them, both by !*d by <rcum- 
Gods promiſes and threatnings : and finally, when we f{n«&%+ 
are inſuch louc and league with them, thatno ordinary 
chaſtiſements will mouevs roleaue them, Neitherler 
any.man hercſay, that he hath humbled himſelfe alrea- 
dy vnder Gods chaſtizing hand,and hath agocres 
ſolued te forſake his finne, and many times Pomilſed a- 
mendment ; and yet the Lord continueth to corre& 
him, and therefore infliteth ſtripes more then neceſla- 
ry : For thus not only the naturall child , but the child 
of God likewiſe , when they are ynder.therodde, doe 

| Ff ſecke 
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Chap..12. va:  - tis! 
F That oy affliftion? Ov rv anne Drinbeaſſans; . 
teeke ro dere ue their Parents , toeſcape further corfe- 
ion; yea ate ctten themſe{nes oftentinies'decenied;” 
For though in ſenſe of preſent ſmart they reſolue to x- 
mend, and hauc ſome purpoſe to be as good as their 
word; yer being not throughly ſetled in theirreſoluti- 
ons, they are vnconſtant in them; and together with 
their paine fgrget their promiſes. But though we may 
be deceiued and deccive others, yet we cannot our hea 
uenly father, becauſe he ſearcheth the hearrand reines, 
and-knowing when our reſolutions ofamendmentare 
flickring and vnſctled, and when they are well groun- - 
. ded, firme and conſtant, hedoth accordingly continue. 
his chaſtiſements, rill he hath fully confi med them; vn- 
lefſe ypon our faire promifes he ſormerimesſpareth vs 
for a time, that we may vpon our owne experience, ſee 
how little credit is to be giuen to chem; biit no ſooner 
doth he ſee vs throughly Frled in our good refoſutions, 

” andMNedfaſtly purpoſed to furſake our finnes , but pre- 
ſently he caſterh away his rod, and not giving one blow 
more, dooth eaſcand releaſe vs from all affliftions. To 
which purpoſe one faich,” that God could, ifhe pleaſed; 
eucnin the very day that we firſt cat vpon him, lighten 
vs of all our load, but he deferreth ro doit, till he ſee vs 
throughly humbled and amended; and tithe know that 
.our conuerſion and repentance be conſtant, and withs 

., out danger of flitting , he willnot remoueovr rribula-. 
ary 6g =_ tion; but as the Gold-fmith which draweth not his 
och..4, de ps- 891d out of the melting furnace, till he perceiveth ir 
ti:ntie, to bee throughly purified from the droffſe, and when he 
ſeeth it purified to his mind, will by no meanes ſuffer 
it to ſtay there any longer, becauſe it would but waſte 
and looſe of it waight; ſo dooththe Lord ſuffer vs to 
remaine in the furnace of affliQion till wee bee pur- 
ged from our drofle of finne, by renewing our faith 
and repentance; but no ſooner are wee according to 
his purpoſe purified , but he pulleth ys out, and will 


nor 


Libiat 355 - Chap. 13, 

— Tut out effbitiens Gods glorified, 
not {iffer'ys td white and:confure our ſeluos with {c r- 
row;and heauinefle, And:gberefore letvs withpatience 
mdure our trial;:facing he who purceth vs into the fur- 
nace,knoweth when it1s.fitteſt time to take vs out;let vs 
with comfort and thankfulneſſe beare all our chaſtiſe- 
ments; 'fecitig Wehauc aſſurance, that we ſhallnot haue 

/ one ſtripe more'then our heauenly Fathcr in his infinite 
wiſdaine ſcerhneccffary , for the amendment of our - 


lives andthe ſaving of pur ſoules, 


Crnar, XIII, 5 
That Geds.loue appeareth in the ends of our,affliftions, in 
. tharthe vſeth vs a inſtrumets in thi to ſet farth his glory. 
IE EW ND thus baue I ſhewed how Gods loue S ky en, 
WS Dag) appcarceh in the meaſure of our afiQti. That God 
od 


Dd 


2 ons : now wee are to intreate of their £9 fed in vs 
both 24 biz ſouls 


t & | ends, whercin the like mercie andlouc of 17775 figbting 
Ed & God cleerely ſhinerh. The ends which his battail-, &þ 
& ASST]A) God propoundethto himſelfe in our af- 45 24 childrex 
flitionsare his owne glory, and'our good; For howſo- © _— 
ever-the! Lord is in himſelfe ſoinfinite and abſolurein *710%%% 
plory and 'tmiaieſty , that nothing canbeadded thercun- 
,” yer ſucvis.his:grace and goodneffe, that he 1s con= _ 
tent tovſe vs; poore finnefulll creatures, for his infliue = 
ments, tommanifeſt and declare to.all che world his glo- 
 rTyatid praiſe by 'thoſethitgs whichhe workethby and 
In vs; The whiclias hepowerfully cifeftethinmany o« 
ther reſpects; 1o efpeciatipiby our troubles and atfli- 
Qions; for as when 2 :ſouldier behaueth himſelfe vali- 
antly in the'fight agamſthis enemies, with invincible 
courage incountring, foyling and putting them to 
fight, :the'honour of his forricude and proweſle,, re» 
doundeth alfo to /his Capraine and: Generall, vnder 
whom hee-ſcructh : ſo when mthis Chriſtian warfare 
q wee are afſaulted- with the encmies of our faluation, 
3nd namely with the-world fighting againſt ys, and ſce- 
Foe FS - k 
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Plal,s, [ 66 


Chap, 13..- 36s —8—_©.© © libead 
' That by our affliftions Gediq glorified, 

king eo ouercome vs, ſometimes wirh'the pelitick fira- 
tagems, of ptoſperity, and ſometimes withthe downes 


_ right blowes of aduerfirty and affliftion : God the great 


Generall ofour army is glorified in our chriſtian valour 
and couragious magnanimity, when we doc with pati- 
ence, fortitude and reſoluiion, indure all theſeiincoun- 
ters and bearc the brunt of this batraile, and not only 


_ yndaunredly ſuſtainethe zJaulrs of our enemies, bur al- 


ſo do foile and put them toflighr, vſing their owne.wea. 
pons againſt therſclues, and their force and violence 
tor their owne ouerthrow and deſtruttion. And that 
the rather, becauſe as we fight vnder his conduct; ſothe 
weapons, urmor, ſtrength and policy which wee viſe in 
this warfare , and whereby we arcinabled to ouercome 
are not our owne,, but ſuch as he our grand Captaine 
hath imparted vnto vs. But that this poinc may bee.the 
better cleared, we may more ſpecially:cofider,thatGod 
is glorified in our afflitions, whetherwe confiderrhem 
as the chaſtiſements of our fins; or as tentations & trials - 
of the gifts and graces which wee haue recciued from 
God. He is glorified in our chaſtiſemencs;] foras the 
ſinnes whichare committed by vs, who dia Reere yn 
to him, andare of his houſe and family., doc/aboue all 
ether diſhonor him: ſo when he. curreRerh theſe ſinnes 
in vs by.croubles and affliftions 5 heniadiceterh his ho- 
nour fromthe blaſphemies of Infidels and carnal world- 
lings, inthac he is fo juſt andvapatciall, that he will nog 
winke at finne.in them who are ſ{o ncere and deere vnta 
him, butrather (when he goeth his circuitof viſitation 
and aſſilcs) he beginneth firſt-with his owne children 
and fcruants; that by their chaſtiſements, whoſe fannes 
are pardoned in his Sonne, he may teach hisprofeſled 
encinics, who remaine ſijll in their guilt, what they are 
toexpeR, both in this quarter ſeſſions, on earth, and at 
the generall aſfiſes at the day of iudgement,. And thus 
the Plalmiſt ſayth ; that the Lord @ knowne by executing 


: indges. 


Lib., | 357 | 
That by onr affliftions God ts glorified, 5 
wdgemet, & that bothin the puniſhing ofthe wicked & 
chaſtening of his own ſeruanrs.So the Prophet Eſay ha- 
ving denoſiced Godsplaguesagainſt his people of Iſra- 
ell for their finnes, ſayth, that the Lord of hoaſts ſhallbee 
exalted in indgement , and the holy God ſhall be ſanttified 
in inftice, An example whereof we haue inthe ſonnes of 
eAaron, Nadab, and eAbihu,who were chaltened with 
that ſeuere correction of a temporary death, God gi- 
uing this occaſion hereof, by the mouth of Hoſes; 7 
will be ſantlified inthem that come necre me, and before all 
the people Iwill beglorified : As alloin Dazid, who be- 
cauſe he had diſhonoured God among the Nations, in 
cauſing the to blaſpheme his name, by his hainous fins, 
was therefore chaſtened by the death of his child, rhar 
the aſperfion and ftaine which his crimes had caſt ypon 
the glory of God, might by his ſharp correCtion be wi. 
© ped away, Againe , God is enifed 1n the chaſtiſe- 
ments of his children, when as they profit and amend 


Chap.13; 


Eſa,s, 16, : 


Leuit, 10, 3 


2. Sam. 12, 14 


by his gracious corrections, norflying from him as an * 


angry Iudge, or purſuing enemy,o: deſperately conten- 
ding againſt him by a ultiplying:theirſinnes; buerun- 
ning vnto:him;as vnto a mercifull Father , inhope and 
aſſurance to recciue pardon and forgiueneſſe. For, the 
more God {courgeth his children, withche greater rea« 
dineflethey runne vnto him, humbling themſclues vn- 
der his chaftening hand, by vufained repenrice for their 
fins, whereby they haue offended him; and crauing by 


feruent praier,mercy & pardon,according to that ofthe 


Prophet: O Lord in trouble they haue witted thee, they | 
, of . PX Eſa. 26-16 
hane powred outapraierwhen thy chaſtening wasvpd them, g g,51 , 
Morcouer, Gcds glory is magnified in the manife- 74,; Gage os 
ation of his power and goodneſſe, when as we who ryis maenified 
are weake inour ſclues, are ſo ſupported and vpheld by in the manife- 
the power of Gods might, that we areable to beare/*!ionof bis 


and ouercome the greateſttencations ; and when as be- 


power oy g*0d- 
ng in our ſelues cowardly and fearefull, feeble and im- ajecſh ale 
T2 * EE ; potent ons, 


| 


Pſa'.z0,6, 


Chap. 13. 3583 * Libs, 
' That by owr afflitiovs God us-glorified, 
potent , weeare ſo (trengthened and incouragedby his 
ſpirit aſſiſting vs, that we are able to ſtand againſtall the 
malice and might of Sathan,the world and wicked men, 
and. notwithſtanding all the afflitions which wee en- 
dure, andperiecutions.which they raiſe againſt vs, doe 
put them to flight and obtainerthe _— Neither is 
this power and goodnes of God ſo manifeſted or mag- 
nified in our proſperity, either by others er by our 
ſelucs; for then we ſeeme to ſtandin our owne firengrh,. 
and to hauclittle need of Gods afliſftance , when as wee 
haue in outward appearance no enemies to afſault ys, 
but are walled and fenced in,oncuery fide with abun- 
dance of worldly benefits, as honors, riches, friends, 
health, ſtrength , liberty and the reſt : but when wee 
are aſſaulted with theſe mighty and terrible cnemies, 
and haue an heauic and ſenſible weight of tentations 
laide ypon vs; and withall feele and finde in our 
ſclues nothing bur feeblenefſe and faintneſſe , ter- 
tour , and cowardiſe; if vvee beare this inſuppor- 
table burthen without fainting , and valiantly reſiſt 
theſe our enemies , vntill we haue putthemto flight 
and. obtained victory; then js-Gods power manife=-- 
ſted in our infirmity ; whoſe treaſures of great faith, 
patience,ftrength and chrifiian courage.are caried in vs 


2.Cor.12. 9.8 25 in earthen veſſels that the excellency of theſe vertnes and 


} 4, 


| Pſal.44 3af 


SA 8, 


power 91g ht be of God and not of vs, as the Apoſtle ſpea- 
keth. Finally when withtbe ſameApoſile we can ſay,thar. 
we are afflitted on enery ſide, yet we are not in diſtreſſe; in 
ponerty but not ouercome of poxerty;perſecuted but not for- 
ſehen caſt dawne but periſh not,and yet are vnableof our 
ſelues to bgare theleaſt waight,or to ſuſtaine the aſſaults. 
of our weakeſt enemies; then are we neceſſarily driven 
to giue all the glory vnto God,andto cry out, that it 5r- 
not our owne arme that ſaneth-ys but Gods right hand and 
arme ard the light of his countenance. becauſe he had a fan\ 
wour vnto V5, And againegthrongh thee hane we thruſt back \ 


OHY 


Lib.2. 359 
That by onr affliftions God is glorified. + 
' our aduerſaries ;by thy name hane we troden down them that 
roſe againſt-vs . For I doe not truſt in my bow,neither can 
my ſword ſaue me. But thou haſt ſaued vs from our aduerſa- 1,Cor.10,17, » 
ries,and haſt put them to confuſion that hare vs, Therefore Pſal.115.1. 
will we praiſe God continually and will confeſſe his name for 


' © ener,Thenwill he that glorieth & reioiceth,reioice and glo- 


ry in the Lord,and ſay with.the people of God, not vnto 

vs 9 Lord,not unto vs, but unto thy name gine the glory, 

Yea then will others alſo acknowledgeto Gods glory, 

that it was hi-poweralone which ſupported vs in our | 
weakneſſe and inabled vs with patienceto beateſo great Eg.25.; 4, 
tentations. According to that ofthe Prophet, Therefore 

ſhall the mighty people gine glory unto thee, the city of the 

ſtrong nations ſhall feare wa A then haſt been a ftrength 
wntothepooregenen a ſtrength to the needy in hs trouble; 

& refuge againſt the —_— ſhadow againſt the heat &c. 

And as Gods mercy and power is magnified by ſuppor- 

ting vs imour afflictions; ſo alſo when being oppreſſed 

With their vnſupportable waight,and brought into deſ- 

perate dangers,he aboue all hope and ſtrength, granteth 
deliuerance.For then we acknowledge with Hannah, _. 
that the Lord killeth and maketh aline, bringeth downe to © IN 
the graus andraiſeth vp, andare ready according tothe 

example of Gods ſaints to ing vnto his praiſe ſongs of 
deliverance, And this is the end why the Lord doth cha- 

Riſe our ſinnes by troubles and afflitions,that we might 
glorific him by ourprayers & praiſes,and he might glo- . 

rifie himſelfe in our marueilous deliverance, according 

to that ofthe Pſalmiſt,call vpor me in the day of trouble, | 
fo will I deliner thee,and thou ſhalt glorifie me An example Pſal.5o.r5, 
whereof we haue inthe people of Iſracll, who beingin 
grieuous bondage cried ynto the Lordfor help and frees x, ,.z;.24.8 
dome, and the Lord not only glorified his loue and mer- g 16.14,4.6 
cie in hearing their crie and mone, and deliuering them 15.1, 

out of their.ſeruvitude and miſery,bur alſo his power and 
ultice inplaguing and ouerthrowing their enemies and 

Ff4 oppreſſors, 


loh. 9.3. 


Joh.11.4, 


ARn4.22, 


$Seft.2. 


That God 1s : gy" : : 
alor:fied ia ouy 3eceiued of him; for ſecing heis the author of them all, 


af fl: (tons as 
tbe are rials the'glory of their excellency chiefly redoundeth tohim 
ef hu ſpiritual 1, ac gauethem, And as the excellency of the work doth 


£r.2ces 


Joh,z1.,"9, | 


Chap.r3. Lib.z; 


. . 360 ; 
bat by eu-effliftions God i govified.”" © 
oppreſſors. And ſo likewiſe the people glorified God, 
borh in Aying vnto-bim by: prayer 1n their diltreſle, as 
vnto their only refuge; andallo being freed, by linging. 
vnto him ſongs of thankſgiuing for their great deltue- 
rance. Thus our: Sauiour fairh of che blind man in the 
Gopell,that this iudg-ment was laid on him, not for the 
puniſhmenr either ot his owne or parents firne,but that 
the works of God ſhould be ſhewed on him, both in his tem- 
porary triall or chaſtiſement,and by the miraculougre- 
ftoring of his ſight. And thus he ſpeaketh of Lazar, 
that his fickreſſe was not vntodeath but for the glory of God 
and that the ſoxne of God might be glorified thereby, when 
asit ſerucd as an occahton to manifelt the infinite pow= 
er of his diuine nature, by raifing him trom deathtolife. 
Finally Gods wiſedome,power and goodnefſle,are mant« 
fefted and magnified in our aff}16:10n5, when as contrary 
to their owne nature he turneth themro our good, cucn 
the confirming & increafing in vs ofall bis-fpirituall gra+ 
ces,and the cuerlaſling ſaluation of our ſoules, For what 
doth more ſhew and extoll the infinite wiſedome and 
omnipotency of God,then to be able tobring good out 
ofeuill,light out of darknefle, ſweetnefle out of birter- 
neſle,and bleſſings out of curſes*thento make of a dead- 
ly poiſon a wh..leſome medicine, to turae the puniſh- 
ments of ſinne into meancs oj furthering vs vnto the re- 
wards of righteouſneſle, and of the path of perdition 
which led vnto hell,to-make a direct and p;ain way ynto 
the kingdome of heauen? 
Thus alſo is the Lord glorified in our afflitions as 
they aretrialls of our graces,and vertues which we haue 


- 


therefore when being tried they appeare and ſhine in vs 
OS 
manifeſt the skil! ot himthat made it; ſo theſe vertues 


and graces being not our owne,bur the excellent work- 
| manſhip 


of 


Lib. 2. g6r -hap.13 
That by our affliftions God ts glorified, 
manſhip of Gods holy ſpirit, doe much magnifie the ay- 
thor of them when being criedcheir worthis diſcouered 
And therefore afterthe Lord hath made for vs an cxcecl- 
lent armour of his ſpiritual graces, which is high proofe 
.and ſufficient to beare and beate backe all the fiery darts 
of ſathans remprations,the picrcing bullets of worldly 
proſperity, and theſe ſwords and ſpeares of outward 
croſſes and affliGions;and hath buckled this armor cloſe 
vnto vs by his holy ſpirit; then doth he exerciſe vsin his 
warfare again(tthe enemies vthis glory and our ſaluati- 
on,& ſutfereth them to bend againſt vs al cheir trengeh, 
and to aſſault vs with all their weapons, darts and ſhot, 
that ſo our armour being tried and in triall approued, 
he may haue the honor that made it,and pur ut on vs. 


Againe whilſt we enioy worldly proſperity, and haucall lobrg,. _ 


' things according to our hearts defire, we doe with 7ob 
lie opento the {tander- of ſathan and wicked men,who 
arercady to fay that we doe not-ſerue the Lord, & yeeld 
obedience to his commandemets, becauſe of any good- 
neſſe and excellency which is in himſelfe;or for any con« 
ſcience of our duty, or any loue which we beare vato 
him for his'owne fake,as being our chiefe happines,and 
the ſupreame end of vs and all his creatures; bur becauſe 
he hath hedged vs in on all fides,multiplied on-vs earche * 
ly benefits and as ie-were hired ys, to ſerue him with the 
preſent wages of worldly things, not out of any loue 
t5 him,but out of ſe;feloue,to attaine vnto ſomeprefers 
ment which weambitiouſly aſpire-vnto,-or to obtaine 
 ſom-temporary profit or pleaſure which we defire;ther- 
| foredoth the Lord ſtrip vs of theſe worldly: bleſſings, 
and loadeth vs with troubles and afidictions for-the iri- 
all of our faith, loue and obedience, to the end that it 
may appeare that we ſerue him freely,f.:rthatexcellency 
and goodnefle- which we ſee in himſelfe, and not for 
ſelfelouc and outward reſpe&s, by-which our ſeruice he 
is chicfly glorificd;tor when being flripped of all world- 


ly 
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362 
That by our affliflions God us glorified. ; 
ly benefits,we can with /ob blefſe the Lord; when with 
him we-can fay,' though he kill me yet will I traſt en his; 
when we can profeſle with the people of God, that nor 
for\our own,bnt for Gods ſake are we killed al the day long; 
- and with the Apoſtles retoyce, becauſe he thinketh vs 
worthy to ſuffer for his name any miſery or afflition 
then doe we giue glory vnto God by acxyowledging 
his owne worth and excellency,when wethink nothing 
too muchwhich we ſufter for him;then doe we confeſle 
him to be the chief goodneſle, when as we are glad;euen 
. by our miſerics to manifeſt and magnifie his gloryand 
p maieſty, 
Now the conſideration hereof,that God is glorified 


-in our afflictions,may ſcrue as an effeuall argument to 


Chap.13; Lib.2. 


Tob,1.21, 
& 13.15. 
Pſal44.22, 
AR.$.41. 


6 Seft, 40 
Thatitua 


great comfort make vs beare them, notonly with humility and-pati- 
| . inaurafft di. ence,but alſo withioy and thankfulneſle; ſeeing nay 


0715 to conſtder ſay with the people and Church of God,that we do ſut- 


| wav by fer,not for our finnes, bur 25 7 is Gods ſake,that 
them. he may be magnified and glorified in our afflitions.An 

- Pſal 44.22, example whereof we baucin the holy Apoſtles, who re= 
Act.41-. joycedin their afflictions and perſecutions, becauſethey 


were thought worthy to-ſuffer for the .name- of Chriſt, 
Andeſpecially inthe Apoſtle Paw/ who intending ſom- 
what to boaſt himſelfe for rhe*gracing of his Apoſtle- 
ſhip,doth chiefly glory in his aftjitions,bccauſein them 
God was glorified;euen as elſewhere he reioyceth in his 
infirmities and afflictions of-mind, that the power of 
Chriſt might be magnified in his weakneſſe; and taketh 
pleaſure in his infirmities, reproches, neceſſities, perſe- 
cutions and anguiſh for Chriſts ſake,becauſc in his grea- 
teſt weakneſle he was trong in him. Whichexamples we 
are bound to imitate for diuers caufes:for firſt the Lord 
is our creator who gaue vs our being and made vs of 
nothing, that we might ſerue as inſtruments for the ſet- 
ting forth of his glory, according to that of the Pro- 
ws: 4 ;T he Lord hath made all things for his owne ſake, yea 


Fen 


2.Corai.16, 


Chap.12.9.10. 


Peo.1544» 


| 363 

That by our afſliftions God is glorified. 
een the wicegd for the day of exill. If therefore we can by 
any meanes aduance his glory, though it be by our. own 

ſmart and paine,we haue iult cauſe of comtort and re- 

ioycing,ſecing whilt we glorific our creator we attaine 

ynto the-end of our creation.Secondly he is our redee- 

mer-and Saujour who hath boughtys wich the precious 

price ofhimſelfe, that not being our owne, but his that 

bought vs;we might glorific him both in our ſoules and 

bodies,as the Apoltle-ſpeaketh, And in this reſpe& he- 


Lib.4. 


Chap.1g,. 


alfo'rel.eth vs,that none of 'vs lineth to himſelfe, neither roms 4.78. 


doth any die to himſelfe;for whether we line we line vnto.the 
Lord or whether we die we die unto the Lord; and that whe- 
ther we line or die,we are the Lords, Seeing therefore we 
arethe Lords, by a double right, both becauſe he 
hath created vs of uothing ,& hath alſo bought vs,who 
had ſold our ſelues to finne and ſathan; and that to this 
end'that we ſhould becomehis ſeruants;,and.in all things 
ſceke the aduancement of his glory, great reaſon we 
| hauetoreioyce when any occafion is offered whereby 
we may glorifie him our Lord and redeemer, whether 
- byproſperity or aduerſity, honor or diſhonor, ſickneſſe 
or health, impriſonment or liberty,life or death:and that 
whether we conſider the greatneſle of the price which 
he gaue for our redemption, namely himſelfe for vs; or 
the cui!s.and miſeri-s from which hehath delivered vs.to 
wit,the wrath of God,the curſe of the taw,andeternall . 
death and condemnation of body and ſoule in the fire 
of hell. For well may we with comfart and patience yex - 
| with ioy and thankſgiuing ſuffer affliftions that his ho+ 
ly name may be glorified; ſeeing he hath been content - 
to ſuffer much more grieuous puniſhments inthe whole 
courſe of his life,as hunger thirſt, wearineſſe,perſecution 
the wrath of Godand death it ſelfe,that he might by his 
ſufferings procure our glory; well may wereioice and 
triumph in our momentany and light afflitions which 
aduancethe glory of our-redeemer, who hath deliuer ed 
Vs 


Ul 


| Lib.'a; 


Cap-13- ——_—— 
EDS. That by our affliBliens God i: glorified, 


* ys by his death and obedience from the intollerable and 


euerlafting torments of hell fire: eſpecially confidering, 
that this was the end of his paying ſo grear a price for 
vs,that being bought, we might: become his ſeruants, 
and he ourLord, whom weare to glorifte in all we doe 


' Rom,r4 9, Or ſuffer. For ſothe Apoſile ſaith,thar Chrift therefore di- 


ed aud roſe againe and reuined,that he might be Lord both 
of the dead ard the quicke, and that we are predeſlinate 
vnto erernoll happineſſe in Chrifl, thar truſtingin him we 


Eph,r 12,14: ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory; and finally that he 


1,.Cor,10.31. 


Exod.3 2,32, 


Rom 9.3. 


purchaſed the poſſeſſion of heaucnly telicity for vs, nc: 
only to glorifie vs,but that we alſo. might aduance his 
praiſe and glory.To conclude this point,the Lord 1s our 
ſunmumboaum,and chiete happineſle, and his glory is 
the ſupreme end ofall things. In regard whereof we are 
to reioicein ovr afflictions which tend to the manifeſta- 
tion ofhis glory, ſceing thereby we attaine.vnto. our 
chicfe end. Yea we ſhould defirc rather in this reſpe& to 
be excluded out ofthe ioyes of heauen, and to periſh e- 
uerlaſtingly;then that Gods glory vmo which all things 
are deſtinated,as vnre their chicte end,ſhould be blemi- 
ſhed or impaired:as we may ſee inthe example of Moſes 
who rather then he would haue the name of God diſho- 
nored amoag the nations in the deſtruction of the peo- 
ple of iſracll,defired to be rafed out ef the booke of life. 
As alſo inthe Apoſtle Paxl, who in penning of the holy 


Scriptures by the immediate inſpiration of Gods holy 


- ſpirit, which priuiledged himfrom _ through bli:d 


ad prepoſterous zeale,did earneſtly wiſhto bean Ana« 
thema,or one ſeparated from Chriſt,and the cuerlaſting 
ioyes of his kingdome, on this condition that God 
might be glorified in the ſaluation of the people of the 
Tewes, And thercforeif we ought to be content, though 
weſhould be deprived of cucrlaſting ſaluation, and be 
ſubteRed vnroeuerlaſting pugiſhments, that God may 


be glorified in ys;then how much more ſhould we en« 
| Fe 0 dure 


Lib; 'Þ 6 ; | Ch » x 
That our affiiftions as thegood of our rr: oy 
dure: with patience and comfort the lofle- of worldly 

ioies,and the ſmart of theſe ſhorr& light afflitions whe 
Gods-glory-is hereby manifeſted; although we ſhouid 

never hauc further benefit of our ſufferings-nor reward 

of our patier.ce? But yer much- more haue we cauſe of 1Saw,2,z9, 
reioycin : and glorying in theſc our aftlitions;if we fur. 

rher conlidex, thatif wethus honor God in ſuffering for 

his glory,he-wiil eternally honor vs;-.if we glorific him 

on carth; in the quiet and comfortable bearing of our 

croſſe, he will glorifie vs in his heauenly kingdome and 

crowne our patience with endleſſe-happineſle. If we ho- 

nor our ſauiour in our ſuffering with him, he will honor ,,Ti.2,1a; 
ys in our raigning with him, And finally if with comfort 

and ioy we doc for Gods ſake beaze our crofſe which he 

laicth ypon vs, then ſhall theſe light and momentany af- 

flitions cauſe vnto vs afar molt excellent.andancter- z,Cor.4,17+ 
nall waight o ſglory,asthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh. . | | 


vr 7 Cray, XLIL. 
Thit God by our afflittions doth much aduance-the good 


of our neig hbours; | 


= He otherend of our affliftions is our go _: 
- | ? e . To 
FM owne good,or the good of theeleG; 71,117 neigh” 
P/| and that whether. we- conſider our bours have 
© Sj ncighbors,or our ſclues.For the Lord goed by oxy 


2 our great King and commander res 4ff6ion; at - 
tbey learne by - 


Fx p them to feare + 
=S'and _— men, but as weare ſub» g,gin bi 


ies of the ſame kingdome, and: members of the ſame judgements, . 

body:and therefore as he doth:communicare-his bene= 

firs vnto vs,not for priuate viealone, but for the good 

ofthe whole chriſtian common wealth; ſo alſo he infli- 

\Ceth his chaſtiſements vpon the particular members of 

this body and ſociety,that they may redound to the vſe 

and benefrof allthereſt, And this the heathen ay” oat Plato in Gorg, 
iſcerne- 


£ 


- 


1.Pct4.17, 


Gions, not to cracke our patience, or to breake ys 
with their firefſe, but to bring vs to our beſt perfei- 
on, that not only he may delight in vs when wefound 
out vnto him,the harmonious muſick of his praiſes, bur 
alſo may make all our neighbours the berter with the 
ſweetnes of our melodie, But this will berter appeare 
if we inſilt in ſome particulars; forfirft others receive 
benefit by the afflictions, of the faithfull, iv thatthey 
learne hereby to feare God, when as they ſee his righte- 
ous iudgements, ſeeing he winketh not at finne inthuſe 
who aredeareſt vnto him, but whippeth and chafteneth 
.them for their amendment; and therefore if he ſo ſc- 
uerely correfthe ſlips and infirmities of thoſe whom 


"he ſo tenderly ſoueth, how gricubuſly. wilthe puniſh 


the hainous crimes of wicked men-who areas yertat ene 
miry with him : vnleſſe they preuent tneir deftrution 
by vnfained repentance? according to that of the Apo- 
file; If indgement begin at Goas awne houſe and family, 
what ſhall be the end of them that obey not the Goſpell ? If 
he deale ſo ſharpely with thoſe whom he iuſtificch and 
acquitteth, what rigourare they to expe who ſhall ap- 
peare before himrin their:guikof finne ar the laſt iudge- . 
men? If hee make them thus ro ſmart for theit finnes 
whom he loueth, & in whom his ſoule delighteth ; what 
torments hath he prepared, for thoſe whom he hateth 
and abhorreth ? But eſpecially they receiue fruite and 
benefit by their afflitions, who are of the ſame ſocicry 

EEE and 


Lib:1.”.. 


| and hiouſhould of fairh ;for #2 ih the fame familic , when 


one ofthe children or feruants are iuftly corrected for: 


cheirfaul.s, it moveth all the re(F (ifthey haue any grace 
in them) to reverence thefather & maſter of the family, 
and to carry them{cluesſo,as they may auoide his diſplea« 


ſurc; andas fchollersin the ſameſchole, when they fee. - 


one of their fellowes whipped for their negligence, doe 
(being warned by his example) become the more dili- 
gent in lcarning their letſon : fo the children and (er. 
uants of God,and diſciples of Ieſus Chriſt, when they lee 
any of thcir company chaſtened by the hand of God 
they arc moucd hereby tofearcand reverence him, ſeeing 
hee is{uch an ove as will not bee dallied with,bur-expe-- 
Rerhand requireth obſeryance and duty of ail whom he 
admictcth into his houſe, and family.. 


Second!y,others take profit by the afflitions of the 5 Se&# 2; 
faithtull, whileft by thcir example rchey ate reſtrained Secondly, ouy 
from the committing of ſinne , efpecially of thoſe favlty *{Fifiien: bene: 

Pi others, as 
alſotaſt ofthe ſame cuppe : and that tae rather, becauſe tales hit 
ifthey rake not warning by their chaftifemenrs, they are from commit-. 
wly to cxpeAt donble payment, both becauſe they arc ting the ſame 
culpable of the ſamefartts, and becauſe they - are notre- [1 which 


formed by cheic example, For as the wiſe'commander, Fes pray 


which,chey fee TorceAed in their fellowes, leaft they 


finding a great parte of his army guilty of ſuch faults, as 
arc by no mear ex ro goevhpuniſhed, and yetis ſo graci- 
ons, that hee will not have all fufferthe fame puniſhmene 
who arc guilty of the ſame'bffence, 4s-not ayming at 
their (mare and paine , but at their reformation and a= 
mendement,dothdecimate, or cull out the tenth per- 
ſon of thie deliaquents, whom hee chaſteneth;for the ex=- 
ample of allche reſt : ſo our Lordof hoafts, and captaine 
generall, ſccing many in the. Church milieane, guilty of 
the ſamefaults,and on the one fide, kn: wing that con- 
niuency would embonlden his ſoutdiersin finne, worke 
ncgle& of duty, and bring att diforder and confuſion = 
. is 


HDR .. 1-44 .. Chap.rq 
That our afflictions advance the good of our neighbonrs.. 


Chap. 14. 268- Lib. 8... 
T hat onr 4fflilions aduance the good of eur neighbours, 

hisroiall armic, and oa the other (ide, being in his owne 
rature ſo gracious, that. hee will nor let his corrections 

exccede neceſſity, either in their meaſurc, or exten!,; 

doth vſually chdttcn one, of many that offend,that by 
hisexamplc the reſt may bee brought to amendment. 
But ifeny vmouched,take no watning by others corre- 
ions, and cuntinue in his faultines, though God [12th 
giuen him his neanesto reforme him, then is hee like. 

rohauc his puniſhment doubled , and to ſuffer both for 

his fine, at.d his ſecure neglect of Gods (cuerity to 0- 
thers, and mercy to himſelfe, And thus God chaſtencd 

ſeverely Ioſes, and Aaron for their difidence and dift- 
wwſtin his prouidence, that others might beware of the 

like infidclity : thus hee ſharply correfted Daxid for his 
aduitery, and murcher, that others bybis example might 
flee yacleanes,and the Piedding of inocent blood. So he 
curned Lots wife intoa pillar of ſalt, that others by her 

example mighttake heede.of too much worldlines, and 

loveof earthly chings : co which pmpoſe our Sauiour 
Luk17.3*: bidsvs toremember Lots wife, that being warned by her 
 puniſhmeat, wee doe not as wee are trauciling out of 
this Sodom of fine, for the ſafegard of our ſoules, looke 
backeto the baits of worldly vanities, which will but al- 

Vequidenim Jurevs to.thinke of returning. For towhatiend (as one 
in fetuamſols ſajch) was ſhce turned inro apiller of ſalt, bur that being 
- 6 A ", ſeaſoned with her cxample, wee .mighebecome the wi- 
Tfapiens er. (er ? andthcrefore her illexample becommcth good vi- 
. . geexemplum tothee, if thou takeſt warning byit. But moſt plaine- 
Miu malem, 1y is this expreſſed by the Apoſile Paul, who having ſpo- 
tibi ft bonum f6 en, of many finnes committed by theIfraclites in the 
| ppg wildernes, and wichall of thoſe greatcroſles and.calami- 
E . ies =_ = _ > theſc offences Cn - wo ; 
4.Cor.is.s, 13, [aith,thatall theſe things came vpor them for en es, 
and werewritten to admoniſh ae whom the be the 
world are come,to theintent that wee ſhould not Inſt aftor 

exillthings, as they alſo luſted, | 

- Thirdly 


. - Thirdly, othersare much benefired by the affliftions g $8, z.; 
of the faithfull, becauſe in their ficry triall, Gods graces Thirdly our 
and pifrs clearly ſhiniog.in them, they are made vnto: *f-Agaypree 
them notable examples, and preſidents for their imirati. #7 087 "2% 
on. Forthe Lord pitying our ignorance in the way of ,,,,, Lo 
vertue, eſpecially when itlicth throughche deſerts of af- /e# Gods gre. 
fliRions, and knowing how vncouth in it ſelfe it is vnto ces in vs, and 
vs, doth cauſcothers whom hee hath tanghe this way, to #*& #5 exam: 
go before vs (cuen as hee cauſerh ys 3lſo when wee have anrkf was 
carned ic, to goe before others, who follow after vs) that : 
the path bcing beaten and made plaine, may more 

eafily bcafound of thoſe who are to trauaile it. For ex- 

emplc, chus doththe Lord by afflitions make manifeſt 

the faith, affiance, hope, louc, paticnce, obedicncc,and 

ſuck hike graces, which bce hath beſtowed vpon others, 

that wee admiring and louing them,may ſceke and labour 

after them, and ſo carry ourſelues alike vertuouſly when 

wee comeintotheliketrials; andasa man hauing ligh- 

ted acandle, dothnothideitin a hole, or as our Sauiour 

ſpeakerh,putitvnder abuſhcll; bueſerteth it ina candle- 

ſicke, that bythe light thereof, they of the family may 

bee guided, and direted; ſo the Lord hauing put into 

theſe choſenlampes, the.otle of his- graces, which being 

kindled withthe fire of affliions,doth giue a great and 

loriouslight, he would not have them toſhineto them- 

clues alone, or to-the'Lord, who. delighteth in their 

brigheneſſe, but hee placcth cthem'like lights on.-2 hill, 

which giue diretioncoall paſſengers, or like candles on 

a table for the yvſe and benefit of the whole family. And 

thus God tricd Abrabam when he willed him to facrifice Gen: 225 & 
his ſonne, that wee by his example might lcarne faich | 

and obedience, if wee ſhould bee called tothe ſame rriall. 

Thus hee tried doſes, both with the 'profpericy, and. af- Heb.1425 
flitionsofe/Eyypr,thar wee might lcarneromake his c- 

IcRion, chufing rather co ſuffer aducriity with the peo- 

ple of God, thento cnioy the plcaſures of fiane for a 

mr : Gg ſcaſon? 


ſcafott: andeſtcemethe echvke of Ghrifs, greater riches, 

then th: treaſures ofthis carthly; Epypt,becaule wr have 

ecſpcA to the-recomperce: of reward; Thus vas David: 

affk&rcd, thar wee mightleartieby bis:cxaniple, whenwe 
are In ouygrearcſt, diffrelfes, and forf Kin bf all worls!y. 
x.Sam 30.6, helpe, to comfortiavr ſeines inthe Lord our God; 3nd y he 
we arc in moit deſperate dangers, to bumble our (clucs. 

before him, and to: ſubmit our willes and Rates vor his 

2.Sam 1:5.26. good plcafure, ſaying, &chold herel am, let him doe mee 
* 45 ſcemethy:goodin bis eres, Tizus God aftiifted Job, that 

hec might bee vnts vsa patterne ofpaiten ce, and thatwe 

might learne by his exarple co. praiſe God jp all opr-. 

Iob 1.21. and h flcs, and thoxgh bee ſhould k:l{ ws.yet to put eur troft. a 
13.15s. hom. As alſo that by ſo gracious a 6chucrancg ot. tm 
out of ſuch greattroubles and miſcrics, wee may beeafiu» 
red that God who iscucr one,& the ſame, withour change: 

or ſhadowe of change, will alſo dc{iuer: y#if wee waite 
anddepend vpon him. To which purpoſe the Apoſtle 

lam,fuu. Tawes propoundeth hiscxample vnto vs. ,Bthoid ({airh 
"  hec)weecontthembleſed which endure. Tee have heard. 
of the patienceef Tob ,and hanehnowne what end the Lord: 

wade ; for the Lords pittifull and wercifull. Finally,thus 

was Stexen perſecuted co the death, thacby'hie cxample; 

wee mighelcarne togiueourliues forche name of Chriſt; 

andthe Goſpel! ; and to pray for ourperſecutorsandtor-- 

AR.5.4t> mecntors.. And thus Peter, lohn,and Paxl,;perſecutcd,and: 
 eucenfoadcd with miſcrics and afflitions, thaewee might 
2,Cor.11,6. 7by theirexamplelcarneto rejoice in-all ourcribulations,. 
| totriumphouerall worldly miſcties,andinrceſpeRof the 
manifould benefirs, which wee receiuc by our croſſes and 

sffliions to boaſt &gtory:in chem. Andthat this vic & 

bencfir isto bee made of the :afflitions of theſe holy 
ſeruarits'of God ;-it may appeare in thar'not: only the 

Scriptures propound their :cxample -te:#his-cnd;, but- 

exhort alſo vs to imitate and follow them. So the Ae 


 pofile Zemes , perfnady any" 


SAT NTT; 
That one afflillions aduance the geod of owr neighbours. 
deth to take tip the Propbers for an example of ſuſferin 


anxerſity , and of long patience, which haus ſpoken in & lam.;.b, ro | 


name of the: Lord : and our Saujour Chriſt willerhvs to 
Teioyce-in our ſufferings for his ſake, not only becauſe 
our reward is great in heauen, but alſo becauſe we haue 


Gods holy Prophets, who were ſo dearely beloued of 


him, copartners with vs in ſuch like perſecutions. And Math, 5.tt 


thus doth the Apoftle propound the manifold examples 
of Gods ſaints, who indured many trials , afflitions 
_ nw = all kinds -_ wee who follow in 
thelc atter ages , beivg compaſſed with fo great a cloud of 
witneſſes, ſhould caſt —_ onery thing hw profich __ 
aud tbe Pane which _—_ eafily beſet vs, and notwith- 
Randing all worldly hinderances, rw- with patience the 


race that is ſet beferevs. So the Apoſtle Paw ſayth;rhat Heb.rr.y5,36 
whether bewere affuBied it was for the Corinthians conſole- & 12.1. 
tier ſalnation whichwas wrought in the enduring of the *:©95.1.6+ 


fame ſufferings which he ſuſfered; or whether he was con- 
foreed it. wa. for theiv conſolation and ſaluation. By all 
which it appeareth, how behouefull che afflitions of 
fome of the faithſull ; are for the-vſe and benefir of all 
the reſt, ſeeing theybecome patrerns and examples for 
their mication;,' and haye- their 'vertues andgraces by 
thefe trials diſcouered, that whereas before they were 
proficable onely rothemſclues, and enioyed alonethe 
comforcofthric-ownelight; now they ſhinealſo vnto 
> athers, and incouragethem to vſcall good meanes that - 
they may-attaine yntothe like brightneſſe and perfeRti- 


on. To whichpurpoſe one ſayth, that itwas neceflary, Gregor. Morel, 
that holy. /ob who was onely knowne vnto God and lib;: cops, 


himſelſe,;how miuctv hee excelled in vertue and pietie, © 


ſhould by: his affliftions be knowne vato all the faith. 


fulchathe mightbe apreſidenrfor their imitation. Nei- 
ther could -hehauebeene ancxample of yertue vnto o- 


4bers,ifhchad continued in his proſperous eftate with- | 


outnp eriall or rcentacion, f! !) - 112/17 wt, 
.  And'anothergfficmeth, tharif Sathan hail fior pier- 
$23 Gg 3 ccd 


Chap. 1.4; 37 .Lib.z; 
| That onr affiilions «duance the gord of our neighbonrs. 
Nif Satan 16+ ced, and (as it were)bored holes throughhig body with | 
bi corpw plegs 11}. rhoſe plagues and puniſhments: which hee 10flied 
perforaſſet, na- on: him.,.the-bright beames of his gtacces would baue 
1 _ - beene hidden within him, and would not haue ſhined 
ſent, &c, vnto VS it he had neuer fate downe inthe aſhes, we'had 
(briſoſt. ſr m+ ever come to the knowledge of: bis ſpirituallriches, 
«dpp-5-Fe-4e And another ſayth, thac the faithfull are afflicted ro this 
Ang, te bi: end, becauſcthey are to be propounced as examples of 
3.c4p,1:, patience for the benefit of all-thereſt : andas orher of 
the faithfull-are thus by their afflictions profitable vnto 
'vs, ſ6 are wei qurs alike profitable ynto-orhers,"if in 
the fiery triail,Gods graces, andthe goodvertues's hich 
we haue receiued do thine ynto them... Foriflike'ſpices 
we be punned in this morter of afflitions, the odori- 
ferous {ell of our ſpirituall graces, which before were 
ſcarce diſcetned, dorh. now ſpread abroad; to the'com- 
fort andrefreſhing of all charſtandabourtvs; ad whers 
as if like roſes we grow -vnitouehied, .we doe but for the 
preſent-ſend forth ſome fweet, ſmell co thoſewhoare 
"next vnto vs 2 contrariwiſe, if we be diflilled with the 
fire of. afflitions, yweſhalyecls (weet waters of dura 
ble comfort ,' euen:to; thpſe who'are farrediftanit;: and 
Lichas live in after-ages,, when by report this fweer 0+ 
dour of our fame ſhall come vntothem. Andthus the 
Apoſile fayth of himſclfe, thatb4 hands in Chrifftwere 
Phil.1.13.14+ , £em10444 throughout all the iydgemrent hall; ardirall'other 
places , inſemnch rhat many. of the-brethren inthe Lord, 
were imboldned by his bands, ſothat they darft morefrauks 
; ly ſpeaks the word, | ; EA IIULND TD ; 

s Sct.z., Yea, not onely hauethe faithfull much benefit: by 
That we bene- the afflitions of others of the ſame. family;/'as:they are 
—_—_— ynts them notable cxamples for theirimitdtiohþ when 
a fitiows, as 2s they; ſee the beames of Gods graces ſhining in 
theyarepat. them; bur alſo as they are patterns of humane frail- 
terw of bu ty, . whileft in their affliftions they bewray their: im» 
axe fraiky, patience and their infirmities 3 for what 'comfore 
could. any. man 'noy haue in bearing his croſſe with ſo 
= £ | great 


- e 


Lib.y. bF 3 We e3 p, be 
great weakneſſe and imperfeRion,ifhe didnot diſcern® 
that Gods dearely beloued ſeruants and great worthics 
had ſhewed the like frailty ?:Whereas when wee ſce in 
Tob(the patterne of patience )lo much weaknes and im» 
patiency, by firs, when he was moſtpinched with his 
waight of afflition oppreſſing him; when. as wee be- 
hold Daxid(an exatmple of pictic, andmanaccording to 
Gods owne heart;): m his great afflitions as aman for» 
| lorne, forſaken of God, andins deſperate condition; 
Elias defiring by death to be freed from a troubleſome 
like ; ſonas fretting, fuming andeuen chiding with God, 
becauſe be thoughthimſecHeimpeached io his credit and 
reputation;and Jeremy: a:worthy Prophet, carfing the 
day of his watinity , becauſe he came forth of the wonbe to 1, ,q .g 

- ph | _ . + SUz,i99 
fee labour and ſorrow , that his dayes ſhould bee conſumed 
with ſhame ;; then are. we comforted after wehaue inthe 
like, craſſes; bewrayed oiir infirmities, if with-them, 
when the-confliQtis ouer, we returne yſſtoourſelucs, 
and bewaile theſe ſlips and falls by true repentance. And 
as we haye this conſolation by orhers,ſo haue ourpoore 
weake brethren the like by-vs,when being adorned and 
well-farniſhed with Gods gifts and graces, wedoe not» 
. withſtanding in our 4fliftions dewray our weakncfſe 
andfrailty , whereas if they had only experience of their 
owne infeedities and imperfections, and couldnotob- 
ſcrue the hke iniocher of Gods ſeruants, -whomthey 
acknowledge .indued richly with his graces, and nota- 
ble-infiruinents of his glory ,. they would cafily'con- 5 Se. g; 
clude, that they are not in the number of the fairhfull, That our affii- 
bur in. the ranke ofthe damnedand reprobate;; and ſo #9 —_ 
the waight of their ſinnes and ancuill confcience;being nar Shur, __s 


addet]: ymto.:the already-beauy:birrhen of afflition 3 nd ran 
would onerwhelme and prefſe them downe intothe bot«ts ſte Gods per« 
tomeleſle giilpb of deſperation and perdition,. © '.: © ftfioninour 
-  Mercouts:ocher of the faichfullhauc much profic 772 /e#iens 
and benefic by our affliflixing:a+ ghoyiure..octafioned \yurige bins. 
RENTS Gg 3 hereby hers, 


hereby. to acknowledge, prayſe and: magaifie Gods 
power-appearig: in our-weaknes, his wiſedome mour 
6mplicry and feelinefe,avd lis goadneficand the ver- 
tuc ofhis graces; 1m-our frailty:and naturall-corruprion ; 
for whenas they plainly ſee;that we-whoiare weake and 
imporentof our ſclues , and ready to faintand fall yn- 
der the lighteſt burthen , do neuerthelefle ſtand Roucly 
and couragioufly in the ;greatdlt rentations z-and vnder 
| the heauicft waight of afflitions , they are forced to 
a.Cor.1.1i. afcribethe glory to God , by whoſe. power we are ſup- 
ported; w.. when they behold vs delivered our ofall 
our troubles, who in reſpeRof all ourward helpes', 
were in adeſperate conditionthey are neceſſarily here- 
by mouecd to giue God the prayſe, by whoſe wiſdome 
and might we arc delivered. Andas whenwe ſeeone 
of our friends and companions,whom we knedy weake; 
5 impotent and vnskilfull in allfcatesof aQliuity, wraſt- 
ling with-a nighty and cunning aducifary,wepreſently 
giue him-oucr in our thoughts as foyled, ſhamed and o- 
uerthrowne; but if contrary to our expeRation , hee 
foyle and caſt downe his Rrongandskiltullenemy, we 
ſo triumph-in his victory , as that wee giue the chiefe 
rayſe yntothemaſterofthe maſteries, fromwhom he 
{a had his ability 'and-cunning : fo when we behold 
any of our brethren, whom: we'know ro'benatarall 
weake, impotent and impatientafthelcafi paine; com- 
| bating 8caraftling withourpuifſant'enemic'the world; 
LY \whoteiecclicaight andmameto ouctthrow them; with 
thoſe powerfull forces of miſcriesand afflitions, as we 
- *- eninotburgiuethermouer for vanguiſhed, if wereſpeR 
.___.__ their owneskillandfirengeh; fo when contrary to ex- 
| -.: , - expeRationwelſeethem gerthe viftory, and overthrow 
their etiemy;as wehaue inſt cauſertoapplaude them and 
to reioyce intheir mn ſo moſt of all, coprayſe 


' and magnific theLord, rom whomalone they haue res 
ccinedallchenfhangirand aL» + 7 = 


| FL 


! via! by ; Ws = b 6: : 
Finally; others bave fruiteand benefit by -ovr afflis Se. 6. 
Aions borhbecunſe our bamsare madetenderby'them, That by our of 
2nd: ape 'ro pirticithoſe whom we ſceſubieRt to the like fon: we ore 
miſeries; andalſo becauſcafterwe are deliuercd, we arc 2 O_ 
ableout of our owne experience to comfort them with ye rcady end 
thoſe conſolations wherewith weour ſelues haue beene able ro comfert 
comforted; For, in-the-former reſpect itmay truly be #ibers. 
ſaydof pitie-and: mercy, avof laue and charity , thar 
' they beginarhome; ncither is enera man ſo picifull and 
mercifull ynto-thote- whoſe caſe is: miſerable, as when 
himſelfe hath becne pinched witkitkelike miſcrics ; nog 
is there any phcein his ficart for compaſſion of others 
_ griefes; rilt paſſion andſuffering/ofthe ſame euils have 
[rs there: before;; And for'ttic other-it may be affir- 

medwirhlike truth; thathereisnoman'ſoficto come. 

fort othets), xs kewhoſpeakerhoutof/ his owne expe- 

rience, raifingivp-rireir deiefted minds with thoſe 'conſor 

lations, wherwich himfelfe hath formerly bin comforted 

and refreſhed, For,asin the body, the ſamefalue ſeruechs 

forche ſame ſore, and the ſamemedicinefor the ſame 
difeaſe,though they\be applied to diversperſons,ſochac 

reſpect behad rofirthemrorheir ſirengrh,conftitution, 
andremperature'z and therefore no-Phifttioni: more as 

ble to cure another man;, then hee who.hath firſt cured 

himſclfe of the ſame diſeaſe ; becauſe vnto hisart is 10i- 

ned experience; whereby it is madeperfet :: ſointhe 

minde;'the fame'confolationsarea df} fit for the ſame 

croſles ,. ſo thatthere bea wiſe conſideration of the difs 

poſition and; fpirituall conſtiturion of the partics'to 

whom they are applied, . And thereforewhen we com> 

ming tocomfort others; .can'om of :ourowne'experi- 

ence ſay.limnyſelfhaue beenthus afflicted; and thus;and 

thus did receive confſolation;and wasftrengrhenedin 

parienee ro beare my crofies:Theſe & rlicſe great things 
dittheLord forme inrcherimeof mytrouble,-rhus: 91d 
he-ftreagehien de. — 

his 5 4 - a 


” io 
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Qiap:T 376 


That our afflifling} adnance thr yood of ut yeighboors, 


did he ſup ortimewith his might, whenbeing feeble in 


my ſelfe-Ewas-readytorfaing and fally:thuswasTrefres 


ſhed-with ſpirituallconſolations and-the-iaward free -- 


lings of Gods loueand mercy, and thusdid he power- 
fully deliuer me, when in reſpe&of all outward meancs 
my caſe was deſperate.. Theſe coniforts; as they will be 
in all likelihood more effetuall to.cure adileafed mind, 
becauſe they are approued by experience; fq willthe 
ſicke patient more willingly rake th:m,when he khow+ 
eth thar his Phyſition doth not trynew.conclufions our 
his art and theory , bur deth' practiſe outof his owne 
experience, preſcribing the fame medicine to his pari+ 
ent, wherewith himſelfe being ſo affeed was Jately cu- 
red. And thus doth Daxid, bcing dcliucred from his 


- troubles comfort others Que of the experience which he 


Pl 34:4, SF 6 


2,Cor,1, 4 


Heb. 3,38 


had of Gods mercies.:. / ſo#gbt. the Lord ,(. ſayth he.) 
ad behcard mee, yea: he delivercd weimt of allmy feare : 
and how effeQuually this would befor:this vic; hefhew- 
eth in the words Goneigy they ſhall looke vinto bim 
aud runne unto him, andiheir faces ſhall not be aſhamed, 
feying ; this pore man cryed and the Lord beard him; and 
faned him out of all his troubles, The Apoſt. Pawel faych 
plainly, that God comforted him in-all-his tribulations, 
that hee might be able to comfort them whoare in any af- 
flition , by the comforts wherewith himſelfe was conifarted 
of God;' and that he was aftliGted for the-confolation & 
faluation. of the-Corinthians., which: was wiopghr.in 
the induring of the ſame ſufferings which bealſoſuffes 
red, Yea, thus was the great Phyfition of aur foules, 
Iefus Chriſt, the: better inabledroxaiſe ys pfainringin 
our infirmitics; with:the cordials of comforts, by hiar 
ving firſt in hichſclfe experience of 'ourgriefes and miſe» 
ries: for as the Apoſtle ſayth,, i» that he ſufferid aud wat 
tempted, he is able to ſucconr them that are tempted. And 
therefore if Chriſt himſclſe, as he was man andbutMe- 
Ae 


/ 


perfectnig-ofivay lizue 


% 


Four's . | s i 
experience of que 


for the full perfe fouritris 
alle andeerrortong;tintfobomibbobexke berrevimabled 


to-rcieuoatd coifort velim auld rurcafflitidons and div 
freſlcs;how muchinore nized haue we vfthis/ Experience 
that we may be firredto:giue:confolation'vnto athers 

ſeeing we'come inftaite degroes ſhort.of biminiskiltand 
wiſkedomee”- 2/25! 01 ybaor od Piuia 24 91G tran bak 
>| And thug it appearechtharonr neighbours and -bre« 
'threnwhoare'of the ſame houſhold of faith, childten of 


6 Seff, = 


rhe ſame heauenly Fachet arid fellow members of the 794 thr nw 
famehecad Icfus Chriſt; doereceiue manplingutar bene» by — offliti= 
firs our-troubles/&afftitions,,andrharwhenawi ato gn; (bold much 
like fruicfullgrapes prefiediwithrhe waight of cribulaty4 comfort vs as 

en,they-doe drinke froinvs the pleaſint wine of conſo. [ering them, 


lation, wheredy'cheir/faiming hearts are! cheared and 
refreſhed: The conſideration wherof fhonld:much com 
fort vsiivall ourcrofſes ynd cakimiticy,brcaufercity nor 
only tendto theaduancementot Gods glory;/buralfo 
redound tothe yſcandbenefic ofthoſewhoareſoneere 
and deerc vnto ys; Forif we are bound by the lawof 
chariry'toloue our neighbours, :as werloue:our:ſclues; 


andiifwe come/into the work! chatiwe ſhould notlive 


forour oivne benefit, buvforthe goo vficueryione of 


thatchriftido{ociery,wherofweare parts ah members;. - 


chen ought we as much toireioyce' when we haueiany 
occafiomiofatuancingthebenchc of every: one who tis 


aech ir thi&Chavehzavifie yeridedtorionerodwne epricate + 


profigimd d10 muctifarcther- vs:in our ownoparticulars 
Wee fee that eyery truerzemberiofithebs' Cotholaifer 
much withall cheerfulnesforth&goodofa tellow meme 
berjand is content ro andere apy 2omueand torinent;} 
eucntorke feparatiow of i ſth! frodrhs reſtifor the 
good andproſerdacton ofttie\nholebody;)andwtmay* 
percetue thacihedfamentRation and Jobe'is\in-thefpiri- 
ricuall'mnembersofriieayſticabbody ofTeſus Chrift,av 
we tnur flencdin tn6cuatuptc of Adoſer and enf4 ho 

| AS- 
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whale Chung 
the ſame Apoſiletcacbing vethat itis:the-nature of true 
 Fharizy, vot to ſeok; fier awnerhinge but ſuſſere th allandiv+ 


 darethallfor their: ſakea whom it lauethand affoRenb; - 

And therefore we muſt be ready to ſecke others, gavd 

____ a3 wellas quromwag:and with patienceand-chearlyioelle 

.” © to indwtecrofſes:andaffiitions; which we.fcee ſomuch 

| _ _  to2duancetheirprofit and benefit. orclſewe muſt con. 

".,, c chiderhir we arcdefticvcc ofetiarity,aod:copfequently |. 
x44) .« ofal{faning grateandhativeqancne true members:of 
51-34) TeſusChaiſt, Bur wtbtmuch mtorecombortand{{picituall 
_  - Feioycing may webeare ourcrofle, when 2s-wefutthes 
haaerahie it dothaduancethe good;not of one alone; 

ar wr fogle oy are; fruiefull —— 

and thabnoojo any nquality of: proportian; ſeeing; our 

FRIES doc: of their foutes, 


Col,'.24* 


CA 37907. By ng ſt 


Prone err ſuffered for the redemptive, 


of the Church and the liſfgRion! of Gods juſtice for 
| Anefarthbſeſafering himfelſe wionciniduted nhl 
perfeRly finifhed: bur whereas there ate two iid of 


35 dont heaefor thi mr wm 
Lane mr wr 
his fatherjfort 


the ſufferings of Chriſt, the ———_— — 


the other ro be bornohy oe Cherch' and EN mo = F 


on are his mylicaſtbody, of Which ſufferin 
particular member hatt his part and ſhareapp 
dvnrs hinibytheſaitivUecree ofGodthis 


be viderfiood of sMifions cFthis: Inter kind] Sid for 


of the former;itiwhich regard the Apoflle calleththem. 


here theaffligionfof Chriſt, 8&nor the ſufferings: o'thar 
the meaning is thatias Chrit hiniſcife ſuffered: thoſe firſt 
and chiefa iftionsfor 
was bizowne parti] ated ynts himz10 this 
Me ſuffered his part ih theremaindet ofrheſe atflitions 
which were to be ſuffered in his bo ; that} it mi tbe 
conformable- to him: The oblige 
jt'was afrerwards ro be: tonforma 

whiehsMMonsarc called CE AMORE: 5 © 
cav{the ſuffercth with euery member,as beingehe ſe feed 
ofthewhole body; as apeateth by thoſehis owne words 


Sax! Sant whyperfecareſFthon me? 'Knd' the ApotHc bers 


_ faith that heſuffereth them for the! Churches fake;nor to. 


redeeme it inwhole orpart;6t ts ſatifieGodiuftice for 


finne(which teri wo orurpandarb7 the Churches W 


vſc andprofit,namely ashis affliions.were the Fore oa 
efdeviuins viito all the faithfliff 4 an 
nefirs of paknains "OY ON 


b 
45 
. 
31:2 " 4. at ) 
; Pp; 
o . ” - " =" 0 
ka F 7 + io ITE 


= Pa , 5 % —_ © 
$0501; 41013 med vai} hut 


irs. 1 DUET 


thereteeminghts Chufch, which cow 
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0 Ip IE aprG.; + 25 
oleolle min vd ono T3195 oy $1; NW. EIN » hs 
eff, r, | pabendpgroped, that;God! our of 
os bs jour pUlgings: 2fdyancet.and man | ifey 
Wl enbels WOmbihisowneghery Angell aſofuriberech 
ewne nature, I by SG rot oyr,weighbour :iz 
Jet theirnature [Jy REI now followerh chat] alſoſhew,that the 
achergedts (noel Lacs jp our croſſes. 2ymerh a5 and-ac- 


is ain pony perem0x25efubonr ey nag Deb 
j& .chem, as-ppniſhmcnrs of linng to 


ey hisiuſtige.by:our harmes ,' bur as: chaſtifemencs 
= gracious father infliged our: of mecre louefor our 


Gagulas _—_— eatbenchic. {Sag wag two 


Kg POner'y ;Proucd, avhcing a paradoxto the 
-- _-* *warkd.andourcomu woes whoſcare: andfly fromaffli- 
Rionsache greateſt euills, 3pd dot in no.other reſpeR 


mille Fol, utbecauſe it is. obnoxious. and ſubie& 
rare chew-Ay pelſurly rename canpothe dried butthax theſe 
: oitiogs (8 Thane. ſhever d) arg in their owne 
-S ” nature cal to micke dmenthey are cacceding 
burcfull, jſcing che 91 thruſt chemints. -many tentations, 
and cau! ſe them rofall.inro many.finnes :they much yex 
z0d eoxmenc nie beBgni their ſoules and bodics, and 
yntat ignjngs, 20d (a5 is: wWere ) Jahe firſt 
athes of x vermmeepburyate heghildoſ 
Noullanocebic - ales beleurghen natureis chan geds their _ 


FL9, 


aduerfis fr els pkenanyrant ſothough.i ſcluesthey be 

mo domine- þ = ey bec ©: yra pike, For. -25.0Dg 
29-6; _—_ ch;aduerfity op vonrh nor, Sheraf inzquicy. 

Pal quibabi- _ And this commerh to paſſe chiefly and principally 

bat ſerm7 jb the infinite wiſedome andpower of God, who 

my the firengrth fromthis poiſon,and the hurt= 

>} Ring from this ſerpent; and alſo through the ver- 


euc 


A 


— 


_ -becauſctlideyrace 6 googueſe, whichhehath xecened 


| Which arc good:ſo they. who are iuft doe viewell, not 


Eibalt AC Chap.r4 
. That affultions doe not bart the faithful. 

tue of the precious death ofhisſonne! Ieſus Chriſt, wh? 

is the rruebraſen ſerpent life; vp. vpon'the crofle;; vpon : 
whom whoſocuer lvoketh-wich the cir :of: faith ; after © 51? © © 
they feele themfelues flung with thele fiery ſerpents of ©" | 
affliQions, they are preſently cured and:find noharme 

at all by theſe wounds, And partly they become harme- 


lefſe through the inward vertue of their ſpiritudll graces” 


received from God;which as ſingular preſervatings-dif- 
pell the poiſon of afflitions; and fo alter: their.nature 
through that right yfe which they make of them;as thar 
they become not only harmlefle.-butalſo good:and pra- 
frable. To which purpoſc-onc: faith, that as wicked men _—_ 
ick eni in aloth 19uft 
doe wickedlyvſe, not onlycuillthings, but/a{othoſe A als. 
goodthings alone, butalfo thoſe which arecuil. Wher- 7 


ofit is that chey abuſe the law of God, although it' be 


good;andtheledoc'diewell;-althdughidemhir ſelfebe 
euill. And this may: well be,;/becaute( as have fhewed) ©  * 


.no- worldly thing is of fimpleand abſolute gpodnefle, 
'andtherefore is ſubiet tobe abuſed ymoenil];;neicher aatuw pet; 


is there-any thing in che earrh(fGinne only excepted )fim- ralum non eft: 


-ply and-abſolucely cuilh.vadicherefore; ir-may:be vcd mx 

-ynto good.So otofaich;chat it id nar eviiine ſoffercuill, N/nr,2e 

- but co:doe cuill;thatis tuill; And thevefore the patient ir Jude. 

-enduring of evills aflurethvs ofthe kingdom of heauen; 

-burthe-commirting of cuillsqbreatnerh-vs with:the tor- 

-ments ofheilfirezn 505 yl © ont Dt oft ict 

*, There isnohire therefore in afflitions tatherszhiac 5,77 +, 
- -ean makearight aid tioly vic ofthemneiuher can all the geaſors why = 


miferies of thei world iinake a-Haichfull man miſetable; worldys{ff1i 


* both becauſcas his happinoſle confifterh; nottin earthly 97504309! þ. re 
-things,bur inſpiritualiand heauenly; ſo: he xannar be * he faiibful, 


made vnhappy,cither wich the want of tht) beſt thing s 
thatrheworld can brag of,ov withythe prefonce and fer- 
ling oftheworſtchings which it-can threaten:and alſo 


from 


Chap.1}. 383": | —_ kikis 
hat a ffiiftions doe not hurt the faithful, 
frem God gs alirtle ſpacke ofthat infinite Rame,is ( like 
wmo fire.) of fucha-quallicy, that: it turverth and: cban- 
Sepienspoteft goth cxiery thing whichtouchathicintoirawoenature, 
eſſe Sen? and by'a predominant vyertue, and powerfuil working 
" proxident, conuerteth .cuill into good, and-curics/into. bleſſings, 
lb.Cap.z3, Butchicfelyandprincipally this, cometh to: paſle tho- 
Tough'ithe infinite. wiſedome, pawer, and goodnes .of 
-God,whonsabtctobring: good out of the. greateit c- 
uill;;and ſo ro order and difpoſe of our molt greeuous 
.afflictions,as wee (hall recetue no hurt by them, but 
-tike the:three: childrenveraine vrrouches, euen when 
_ wee are iivche middeſt ofthis fiery furnace, | 
$SSeft, ;, _ Thewhich willthebonrtappeare, ifwe'furtber con- 
That affielions der, that the afflitions of this life, doe neither de- 
dye not deprive priue vs ofany ofthoſethings which ate of chiefeſt ex- 
Ur of bleſſings iceliency; nor.bring.vponys any of thuſe cvills which 
_ "a 4 ; are: prmcipally to: bee audideds As for exampic, they 
© rather en. * 400,007 carter ſcparate'vs fromv the loue of God, as 


creeſethemy, the Apoſtlewitnefieth; in whoſe fauouris lifein death, 


| , Row.8.38, 39, and happincsinvhe greareſtmiſery; yearather, tothofe 


| whovle chem well, they arcteſtimenies :andpledges of 

Heb:12:6, | his 100r;;ſeving nhan: hee lonrth, hee: correfterh , and 

_ - fevnrgethenery ſennembom beereceineth; They doc not 

:extinguiſh mor-dminiſh\invs Gods fanRifyingand ſa» 

- Uing/Eracesy but rather their heare is intended andin- 

- creaſed; whon'as they approach and:come-nere:vnto 

this fire of afflitiens. They doe not: make: ys :moxe 

7, 2Markeand meghigent in'the-duries of Gods: ſervice, in 

. -heaeingrhewword,; prayer,and all holy and religious ex- 

- erciſes gyearather thefire of afflitions is a: chiefe helpe 

© »forthevffering of thoſe ſacrifices; andif: wee-bee not 

- fometimeSwartned withtho theate thereof, weequick- 

ly grow told:in- our deuorions, performing 'cicther no 

- ſetvice wars God ar all, or elſe with -great-carcleſnes, 

Noth,:andnegligence; Finally-they:doenotar all bin- 

. derourheavenly happites 5 bur fuirther;haſteng and 56- 
210208 


creal(e 


of > 


| as: . Days 15) 
DOES .. HS tba fabebfull.. _ 
ereaſeir,In-whichreſpe@wee may ſay of all afflitions, 
as one ſpeaketh. of perſecution; whatſoeuer q2geth a. 44g.» /in'en, 
painſt thenamneof Chritt is xollerable,rficmay: bee: 0. 
vercome'; andit.x cannor, ie haſteneth the: teceiving of . 
our glorious reward ; for the fairhfull man inthe end 
df his cempocrall euvifl3, paſſerhanto the fruicion of his: 
eternali good..- pR- 3s fi - ly Yah g | tis 

Afidas chey donor depriue ys'of thoſe chiefe bleſfings Scf, 4, 
and benefits whith areco bee chiietely deliredarideltce- That aofflitions 
med; forh' ydoenorbxing vponvs thoſegreateſtang 5%: no/vpdvs 
mott-capitall' euills: wHich areprincipally to. bee. fearcd —_— 
and auoided, They doe norimpaireour {pivitualieftate y, fecred and 
or mike'vs wotſey bureontrariwiſe, bring \more good. avoided, but 
ro'out foules; then hurtt'to our bodies; for as by.them' r4:brr (þ2 cony- 
the outward man dee ryeth,thejnward man.is:renewed 797 94. 
dayly; and a3 they arenorable meanes ro mortifie the. 
fleſh,1o alſo ro: make the ſpirituall manmorefirong and 
vigorous. They:doe notdefilethefairhfyl man wirk fn, 
a6r ingke hitmin himfſeHermore virious, & in his life and 
couer ſation more Jude & licencious; but rather ſerue as 
Gre &files, topurge & ſcoure himfrom the drofle& ruſt 
of fin,as profirable'correAionsto reforme himafhis. vie - 
ces, as bridles roreſtraine' him from-runningints licen» 

_ tious'courſes; atid as hedges: of thornes to: keepe him 

_ fronipampriaghisfleſh in the paſtures of hufull plea-- 
fures: or if hee bee fallen into any-fnne, they arenotin+ 
couragernents heartninghimeoliveand cominue in it; 
yea rather they: warne him from 'wickednes, when as 
hee findes this gall and wormewood miugled with ſin- 
full delights; and ſerye as irong cords and cables to 
pnll him-out of the finke of fine, and: to diaw himr vn+ 
to God by vnfainedrepentance, They doc nor ſybic&t 
vs tothe curſe ofthe lawe, the wrath of God, the:tor- 
ments of hell, and cucilaſting condemnatioa : bur rae 
ther they helpero bring vs'to a fight of finne, and to a + 
fenſe of our owne milcty, and ſo 'driue-ys. cut y our: 

. ues. . 


_ 


Cor,t-32, 


News frane; 
tar alierſar 
moleftia ; qui 
proſperaram 
dileAiene nou 
captur. Ang, 


de ſerm. in 


awonte lib. 


Chapt 3%: Lib 
T-hat wffibiontdve not hurt the faithful. | 
ſelves vato Chrifi, -hungring aſcer his; righteauſneſſe-8& 


reſting vypon him by alively faith for iuflification and 


ſaluation, The which-being the onely condition of the 
couenant of grace, wee are aſſured by it, that wee haue 
our part in Chrit bis righteouines and obedierice, and 
all the gracious promiſes. of the _— made in hims 
and conſequently that hee hath freed. vs from the 
curſe of the lawe, by being made a curſe for ys, appea- 


: ſed Gods wrath, by ſatiſſying his iuſtice, and delivered 


vs from hell and condemnation, by ſuffring the puniſh- 
ments which wee had deſerued. So that out afflicions 
are not vnto.vs( as they are vynto the wicked ) the pu- 


niſhments-of fin, and firſtbeginnings of hell torments: 


but rather when.wee are thus iudged, wee are chaftencd 
of the Lord, that we might:cſcape this helliſh condem-< 
pation. They will not hurt vs in the day of death, but 
by being inured to: ({uffer thew, death becameth much 
moretollerable,and wee bid it welcome with far greas 
cer cherefulneſſe : becauſe wee:know that it will put-an 
cnd ynto all theſe earthly miſeries, Neither will they 
cauſe any cuill ynto vs in the day of iudgment, ſeeing 
then wee mult anſwete for the, cuill which wee have 
done; andnot for the euill which, we haue ſuffered: bur 
contrariwiſc if wee haue borne theſe afdiQions in- pa- 
tience, andprofited in grace by theſe corretions; = 
ſhal wereceiuethe crow ne of our'patichceand for our 


ſhort and momentany afflitions, afar moſt excellent 


andcternall waight of glory, Yeaſo farreatethey from 
plunging vs into theſe intollerable & euerlaſting cuills, 
that they doe not ſubiect to the greateſt ofthoſe miſe. 
ries which this life affordeth, for God ſendeth them to 
trie vs, and not to deſtroy; vs, that they may. purific vs, 
and not bring vs tovtterperdition; for( as hathbeene 
(hewed.) hee ſuffereth 1s not to bee tempted aboue our 


1:Cor.ro.1 3, power, but ſtill gineth a'govd ifſue vnto the tentation; and 


though hee calt ysinto thisfiery furnace of affliftions, 
C31 2a k yet 


3 


That #fofli; ns dee et hurt the falebfull, HE 
eteuen when (like the bukh appearing to XMoiſes ) wee 
Home to on, are not coblliged} oivn —_ bring Exod-3,1,2,5; 
vs into many mileries, yet hee doth not ſuffer ys to pe- 

riſh in them. For thowgh great bee the troubles of the righ- Plal.34 19, 
rcoxs, yet the Lord delinereth him ont of all; though for a 

time hee ſeeme to embondage them to afflitions, yer 

at laſt, che Lord redeemeth the ſonles of his ſernants, and 

noxe that trufteth in him ſhall periſh. Thoughhece ſee- ver2t, 
meth to giuethem ouer tothe crucky of their enemies, | 

yet hee ſo continually proteteth and watcheth ouer 

thE with his power & prouidence,that they may alwaics | 
ſay with the Church,Zhey hawe oftentimes afflitted me fig 2lak 139, 2,3, 
my youth but they could not prenaile againſt me. The plow - 

ers haxeplowed peu Ls and made lon owes: 4 

" but the righteous Lord hath cut the cords of th wicked, 

And with the Apoſtle Paul; wee are afflicted on enery , ... 

de, yet are wee % aheu/7y ate Fo herbs. but nat ro. Ps. 
come of poxerty; perſecuted, but not forſaken ; cait downe, 

but wee periſh nor. For though weebee weake in our 

ſclues,yetare wee ſtrengthned with the power of Gods 

mi ght ; though we arcfaint = feeble, =_ =_ non 

mighty and many, yet being built Chrilt the roc 

of Gat Roatiog the gates Ld pd we; of hell ſhall nor 6.16.8, 

Premaile againſt vs. \. 6Sefh. 
_. And thus ic appeareth that the afiitions of the faith- 5, my 4 

full doenot hurt them, eſpecially in thoſe things which yrag: exill ro 
arechicfely pernicious : butT may- adde further, that it be whoſyexs 

- much hurteth them, not to be thus afflicted; that it is a ger 3 

miſerable thing neuer to haue 'bin in miſery; and a ; _ of of- 

greatynhappines to hauc alwaies inioyed worldly hap- - 

pines, 'For want of correQiion-maketh vs to become, TS: 

like cockred children) contempruous towards ourhca- ,,, ;1c.-. 

uenly Father , forg erfull of his mercies, negligent in cj eocu; aibil 

all duties which wee ' owe vnto him, difſolute and [1- v#quem exenit 


A £ | " . adaurrfi.Demer, 
.centious in all our courſes, ſecure in wickedneſſe, and —— 


{o wanton by following - po wills, that m_ rhe provid Cap.z. 


Chap. Is. | 386 x Lib; 2, 

That Godby our afflictions trieth vs for aur good, 

ready to bee diſpleaſed, becauſe nothing diſpleaſeth vs, 

impunitaveft and to grow fooliſhly diſcontented, becauſe wee 

ſecurnarset haue no cauſe of diſcontentment, To which purpoſe 

negligenie one ſaith well, that impttnitie 1s the. mother of ſe- 

my Toorts curity, and negligence, the ſtep-mother of vertue, the 

gio-w tirws,ti- POION of religion, and moath of h.lines, For ſuch is 

mea ſanftira- the corruption of our-nature, that wee ncuer come to 

ts.Bcrn. de. good, if wee haue free leauctobee as bad as wee will; 

Conj lib.cep.3* neither i; the bare commaundement of our heaucnly Fa- 

ther enough to make vsyecld fimple obedience,vnles it 

be ſtrengthned and made powerfullin our mindes, both 

by rewards and puniſhmenxs. And although vertue and 

oodnes be in themſclues ſo louely and bcaurifull, thar 

they are moſt worthy of entertainement, though they 

ſhould comealone, having no other to ſolicit forthem: - 

yct are we ſo carnally poreblind & owle-ſighted, and ſo 

wholy wedded to the things ofthis life, that wee, arenot 

willing to admit them, vnles wee have the hire .of ſome 

earthly reward, And ſo contrariwiſ: ; though'finne be 

in it owre natute ſo vgly and hateful}, that wee haue 

great cauſetoabhorre it, and flee ſuch loathſome com- 

pany , though nothing ſhould difcommend it, bur ix 

owne deformity ; yet doth our carnall appetite ſo cranſ- 

port vs, thatlike filthy ſwine wee would take delight to 

wallow our ſclues in this loathſome puddle; .jifwe were 

not beaten out of it, with theſe rodds of corretion,and 
madeto forſake it with ſenſe of paine. "Ma 

; | ; Chap. 


> YF; ay 
4 A 
ff 1 


Tb , by affuttions God adit obs | 4 08d of the fas bro, 


Crae, XVI, | 


That God advanceth the goad of the faithfull by their af- 
' ' flultions,, and firſt as they are trials of their ſpiritual 


Fraces. 


Eat it this bee not ſufficient to make vs 
wh d) | beare cur affliftions with patience and 
> Ad.) 


5G : SN; comfort, becauſe inthem God neither 
2 [WM 

ry = AW bringeth by theſe euils any euill vpon 
EEE ,. c:therinthis life or thelife to come: 

Let vs now further conſider that in- all our crofles hee 

aymeth at, and accordingly doth by th-m powerfully 

effe our good, being of ſuch infinite wiſedome, pow- 
cr, and goodnes, that he can bring ſweetnes out of this 

pall, blefſings out of theſe curſes , and wholſomenou- 

riſhment out of theſe deadly poiſons, So the Apoſile 


£7 Th 


Set. r. 
That God in 


our af fiitions 
* h 
intendeth vs any harme, nor in effe So at 0% 


t:leth vs, that allrhings(and namely affliftions of which | 
he there ſpecially intreateth)) works together for the beſt Rom 


wntothemrhat lone God,enen to them that are called of his 
prirpofe; and elſe where heefaith, that rhe Lordginerh 
. (nor only aharmelefſe, bur alſo) a geod iſſue to all our ten- 
rations : Thus the Lord himſelfe affirmeth, that hee 
brought the Iſraclires into the wilderneſſe, where they 


indured much affliion, to humble them, andproue them, tug 6 


that hee might doe them good at their latter end, Andthe 
Church in the middeſt of her greateſt calamities out of 
her owne feeling and experience ſayth, thatitw good 
for a man that he beare the yoke from his youth, And Da- 
wi for his owne particular ſayth; It is good for me thas 
T haut beene affifted that I might learnerhy ſtatutes, Yea, 
not only doth the Lord alwaies aduance by afflictions 
the ſpirituall and euerlaſting good of the faithfull, bur 
ſometimes alſo turneth them to their greater benefit e- 
uen in the things -of-this lifez'as we may:ſee ia the ex» 
T h 3 ample 


Lan 3.27 


Pſal.119:76 + 


. KS 


$ ;- Ih | .! 1 ; T'.g ; 
That by our affiiflione God trieth ns for onr good. _ 
ample of Teſeph who was ſoldas aflaue that hemight be 
made a great commander, and loft his patrimony at 
tome, that he might receiue amuch.more large inheri- 
tance in aftrange country ; and therefore he proteſſethi 
Gep,502. that when his brethren intended euill againſt him, God 
diſpoſed itto the good, not ofhimſelfe alone, but of - 
many others. And thus alſo /ob by hisaffliftions was 
not only-affured of heaucnly glory , butalſo got end- 
lefle fame on earth, and was not alone enriched much:- 
more with Gods ſpirituall graces, but alſo hada.two- 
fold increaſe in his worldly cftate. Neither ought chis 
to ſeeme frange, that Ged through his.infinite wiſe- 
dome.and power, ſhould be able to bring happineſle. 
out of miſcry,comfort out of croſſes, and ſo much good - 
out of theſe afflitions, which bothtos the fleſh and the 
world do ſceme ſo euill; ſceing it is a familiar courſe 
with cartbly Phyfitions, by medicines to make men 
weaker, that they may recouer ſtrength, and ſicker for . 
| thepreſeat, that they may be more healthy cuerefter,. 
and with Surgeons to cutte, launch, ſcarre and tor-. 
ment their Patients with torturing. corraſiues , that 
they may cure their wounds, and giue themperfe& caſe 
for the time to come. | 
| Butbecauſethe knowing and acknowledging of this - 
$SeR.2.. point is the chiefe fountaine of all true comfort and 
The orr affiis _\(olation, andthe want of this affurance is the cauſe 
dre trials of of all impatience, murmuring, and complaininggT will . 
Gods graces, the morc largely inſiſt ypon it z ane will plainelyproue, . 
and 28: «bs- andby cleere cuidence of truth demonſtrate, that in all 
Hiſements for - 1c ations & chaſtiſemers , the Lord both intendeth . 
our fre, in 76+ rr g00d; and alſo:doth accordingly -by his v iſedome 
(pet of their yours , 2g ms , 
waive & chief power 2nd prouidence, cite it and bring itto paſle, . 
end; To which purpoſe let vs confider, that God by our af- . 
fli&ions intendeth, and power fully workerh our good, 
both inreſpeR of. this ife and thelife to come., Iri this - 
life we haue much good by ouraffliions whether wee . 


conf - 


| Thardy our affilions God trieth us for onr $1642 ig 
confider them as trials, oras fatherly.cha{tiſements and 
corrections, | 
Concerning the former we are to know, that the af. 
fAlitions which we ſuffer are nor alwaics chaſtiſen.:nts 
for our ſinnes, but ſomerimes graczous trials wherewith 
God trieth and temptethys for his owne glory andour 
owne. good, And this may appeare both by teſtimo- 
nies of Scriptures and by examples : For thus the. Lord 
ſayth, that he /ed his people forty yeeres mm the Wilderneſs, as 
for to. humble them and proue them, to know what was in RG 
their heart , whether they would keepe his commandemexts 
97 10, So ſpcaking ofthe remainder of his people, whom 
hedid nor vtterly cut off in iudgement,, heſayth by the 
Prophet Zachary: Iwill bring that third part through the 
fire, and will fine them as ſiluer ts fined, and will try them as 
gold is tried. And the Apofile Peter comforting the faith. 
full in their aff lictions, would nor haue them aſtoniſhed 
and diſmayed with them; for though they were hotang 
fierie, yet they were buttrials to proue , andinproo- 
uing to purifiethem, that when they came to the rouch- 
ſtone, they might alſo be approued and allowed. Dear- 
\ ty belened (fayih he) thinks it not trange concerning the , p,, 4.12.13 
 feery triall, which is among you toproone you, as though p 
ſome ſtrange thing were come vnto you: but reiice , in as 
much as ye arepartakers of Chriſts ſufferings , that when 
bis glory ſhall appeare , y-e may be glad andreiozce, So 
the Author of the booke of Wiſedome ſpeaking of the 
aftlitions of the faithfull ſayth, that Godproved them, 3: 
ard found them worthy for himſelfe , as gold in the furnace Wild vc 6 
hath he tried them, andreceiued them as a burnt offering. M0: Sofa? 
And of this we haue many<cxamples in the Scriptures; 
| For thus the Lord excerciſing Abraham with that great 
aftlition of offcring vp his owne Sonne eyenhis /ſaze, &.. 394 = 
ſo dearely.bcloued , and the. ioy of his hearr, is fayd © 
herein not to haue corrected eAbrabam for his (innes, - * 
but only co have proued him, that his faithand obedi- 
Hh 3 | ence 


Zach13,9 


- 


Wy 
, 


Chap.rs. . f 999 . "MY ' 

That by onr affiiftions God trieth vr fov ow goed, = 

| Genel. eneemigit be manifeſtedand approurd,. tothe pfory:of 

| him who gaue them, ro his uwne comfore.who had re. 
cciued them, and that he might be a notable example 
ynrto all che faithfull who were to follow him, Thus the 

" Lord tried /ob that by his afflictions, his faith, afftance. 

and patience might be manifeſted ,. and that is might 
appeare to bee a {launder, whieh Sathan latde to his. 
Tob.1.9.10,1 2. c arge ;: namely, that he ſerued God for rewards, and: 
not for loue, to which purpoſe [-b himſelfe fayth, God: 
knoweth my way and trieth me, and 1 ſhall come forth Icke 
cap. 23.19 rhegol/d, Thus alſo ſometimes was Daxidtried, not for 
the chaſtiſement of his fin, but that his innocency and 
righteouſneſſe, faithand holineſſe, might be more ma. 
nifeſt, Thos haſt prowed(ſaith he) andwviſiredmy heart in 
Plaki7.3. rhenight; thou haſt triedme , and foundeft norbing ; for I 
| was purpoſed that my month ſhould mot offend. So the 
Pla.139:1.5- whole Church ſpeaking of her afflitions ſayth, Thom 
O Godhaft proned'vs, and haſt tried vs as filner is tried; 
| Then haft brought vs into the ſnare and layde a ftraite- 
chaine pon onr loines, But moſtplainely doth this ap- 
Math.4.: pearc in the example of our Saviour, who being free 
v0mk finne, was notwithſtanding tempred and tried by. 
Sathan and the world, char his heauenly and diuine ver-- 
tues, and the infinite wifdome, power and goodneſſc of: 
his divine nature mightappeare, 

Now that the Lord tricth the faithfull by croſſes- 
$Set., 3. . and afflitions, notbecauſe hee himielfe is ignorant of 
That God Irie their eflate and: condition, and needeth theſe trials. 
| ethrenolle” and experiments, that hee may come to amore per-- 
|  Jnowledgeghut feXknowledge of them; for, as the ſcriptures teach vs, 
to-make us He knoweth all things, and there ir nothing hid from him, 
hnowne both to he ſearcheth our hearts andreines , andunderftandeth our. 
our ſelues and-rhounhrs long before we thinks them, Yea as the Apofile 


others. . ; '. ">: . "29 
fayth, there i not eny creatare which is not manifeſt in his 
- 29! ap fight, but all things are naked and openedumorthe eyes of 


| Heb,4.13, Him, with whomwahane te dee : But Godis ſayd ; joe : 


Id. 83927 . _Ehepa 
That by eur affliflions God trieth vs far our good. 
the maner of men;by theſe trials and aftlitipnstoknow 
vs, when by them he diſcoucreth and makceth knowne, 
beth vato our ſelues and others , cither his hidden gra- 
ces, or our ſecret infirmities, of which before we were 
ignorant, or not ſo well affured. Andthus he ſayth vn- 


to Abraham, now I know that then feareſt God, ſecing for © 
Sore ; that is, b 


wy ſake thou baſt not ſpared thine 8 


this trial Ihaue made knowne and diſcovered thy fai 
and obediencc,that I may haue the glory,thouthe com- 
fort,and others the benefit efthine example, For other- 
wiſe, God himſelfe knoweth all before he ericth them; 
placeth knowledge firſt, anderiall af- 
wy way, and trieth me, and [ ſhall came 
forth kke the gold, And this triall of the faithfull by af 
flictions is moſt neceſſary, for the rxeQiifying, both of 
their owne and others iudgements in the true vader- 
Nanding of their eſtate and condition; For cicher wee 
arc ſoblinded with naturall pride and ſelfe louc,that we 
ouercomeour graces and good parts, thinking that we 
arc ft ong, when weare weake and feeble, conſtant and 
couragious, when as we are cOwar 
ted; inuincible andfully aſſured ip our faith and affiance, 
and that our patience is cometo ſuch perfeQtion, thet 
we can with ioy and contentedneſle beare all, which 
God ſendeth, when as we are full of doubting and inft- 
delity, diffidence anddiſtruſt, impatience, murmurin 
and repining z like the Angell of the Church of Laodi- 
cca, whothought himſelfe , rich and increaſed in goods, *P**-3+ 17 
aud needed nothing, when as he was wretched and miſera- 
ble, poove, blinde and naked; or like the Apoltle Peter, 
who imagined thar he was ſo furniſhed with faith, cou- 
rageand loue towards Chriſt,that though all the world 
ſhould deny and forſake him, yethe would not, where- 
as he was ſofecble, infirmeandfaint-hearted, that he 
was ready before any other to make this Apoſtahiein 
his outward protefſion : or contrariwiſe, when we are 
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and faint-hear- 


Ohap.r6. | 2923 __ — Tiba. 

- That by onr «ffliftions God trieth vs for oxy yood. 
deieRed withthe fight of ournaturallinfirmiries wee 
are ready to make oureſtate defperate, tothinkethat 
we are deſtitute of all grace, and vnable ro ſtand in the 
leaſttentation. And therefore the Lord bringethvsin= 
totheſe trials, that weenny cometoa true eſtimate of. 
that which is in vs, and neither ouerweeneand magni- 
fe our giftes and good parts, to be thereby puffed vp ia 
pride, through a conceit of our owne excellency; nor 
roo much vilific and vnder- value the gifts and graces 
which we hauereceived of him, and fo rob him of that- 

beyſoft, in glory andpraife which is due vnto him. So that as one. 

F548 How, fayth of Chriſts righteous iudgements, ſo may | ſay of 

3s. his trials, thathe dooth by them ſearch and examine ys, . 
notſo much that hee may know how tojudge iuſtly, as 
that man himſelfe may know that he is iuftly iudged, his. 
owne heart & conſcience approuing his righteous ſen- 
tence, according tothat which is written : Their con- 

Rom-2.15, ſciences alſo bearmyg witneſſe, and their thoughts accuſing 
one #nother ov exouſing : for ſoinlike manner God tri- 
eth vs, not that he may know ys, but that we may know 
our ſclues, and mayrightly-concejiue both-ofhis graces 

_ and ourowne infirmities, that our owne weaknes may 
humblevs, and his ſtrength ſhining therein ſ6 much the 
_ more, when-we aretried, may mouevs with greater ar- 

Aiſerum te dency of affeftion to praiſe and magnifie him. And this 

iadico quod knowledge of our ſelues, arifing from our afflitions is 

nunguan fuifii (5 nrofitable, that euen the heathen Philoſopher pros 


| Oath nounceth him miſerable who had neuer been in miſery, 


viten, Nemo becauſe paſſing-his life without an adnerſary-, no-man 
ſeit quid potu- could know, no not he himſelſe wharwas in Nin + for 


eris; ne tx oui-that wemay attaine vnto this knowledge, it is needfull 
dem ip{*, crc. 


that we haue ſome experience what we areable to doe; 
and this experienccis not learned, vnleſſe we haue been 
wried3- In. which reſpe& -nngnanimious ſpirirs reioyce 
noleffe inthciratflictions, then valiant ſouldiers doein 
the wdrres.. | | : 


NE 


ck 99 Ghoſt 
Thar by 0a afionz Gedirieth #5 for eur good; 


.Soalfo the Lord bythefstrialsdoth make vs knowne's SefF.,, 
vnto others ,'eittier diſcoucringby theityour graces or That Gor by 


infirmines-: Fornothing is morecommon then to erre 9 a/fi-ctions 
| maketh us bet... 


groſly in our judgements, whilelt we cenſuretheir ver- 


ter known vn#0- 


tues and good parts, we being cafiy deceiued, either by ,;yer;. 


their outward thewes, becauſe our weake and dullfighr 
cannot pierce their ſecrets andinward(parts;-orby our 
owne aftetions, according as-we'overmuchlike,or diſe 
like the partics of whom wetudg-, And thus do wee 
2dge ſome. to hauelittle or none-of Gods ſauing gra- 
ces, becauſe rhey: make no glorious ſhewintheirogur- 
ward profeſſion , that in truth, doe much exceed onhiers; 
who by cxcernallfloriſhes and formalities, hauenot'ons 
iy drawne from vs cxceffiue praiſes, bur broughr vs into 
a kinde of admiration of their yertue and excellency : 
Thus we iudge fomewho arc intheir nataire andWiſpts 
ſition mild and-gentle,ro haue lictle orno zeate of Gods 
glory, or-of the good of hisChurcliz whereas hereiit 
they: farre excecd others , whom, being naturally hot 
and violcnt intheir paſhons and affeions-, we admire 
as moſt feruent and zealous; though when they are 


broughrto therriall,theirnacurallaffetions & paſſions. .. 
which gaue ſo faire a'bhaze _ going out { as not; - 
this fier@ furnace, becauſe 


nduring long the heate of 


they are but blazing firaw, or crackling thornes, whick | 


_ areono ſooner kindied-ther exringuiſhed?)- doe 1caue 


them: ſcarce-luke-warme'intheirchiefeftheate? SHWE: ..1 1 : 


vnder-valew-ſomeas cowardly, faint-hearted, and vas + 
!e to'bcarcanythinyg for the riame of Chrift}, becauſe 


they are ofi2 til and.quier. diſpofition;'yeait may'be ti- 


morous, inrcfpedHof tharfenſewhichtheythaneoftheir 


owne natural] frailty and weaknefſe;>whs Wwherſthey' 
come to the-fiery triall ;.doe proue mots conftantand- 


couragions, then-others:, who by theit greatbragges 


and confident ſpeeches! haticpofieVed'yswithan opi- 


 nionof cheir yndaunted magnaniriitiey and mario” 
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 Thathy anraſſlifiions.Gad trieth v1 fer ear good, 
ble conſtancy, Finally, we: axcapteoiudge ſome defti- 
ttc of all patience, becauſe intheir najurall diſpoſition 
they are inclincd co anger and choller; when as com» 
ming to this touch-ſtone oftriall,they beare with much 
more meckneſſc and contentedneſlc all their croflesand 
.calamitics, then others whole vntried patience we haue 
praiſed and cxtolled , whereas indeed they had neuer 
the true grace of patience , but ſome natural! mildneſle 
and quietnefle, which though ic made a glittering and 
golden ſhew , yet (likedrofſic _ ic fliethallinto 
-ficgers , when. it is brought to betried vpon this anutle 
of afflition:, And therefore, that falſe ſhewes and na- 
-turall ſhadowes, may not rob his ſubſtantiall vertues 
and (auing graces of their due eftceme and deſcrucd 
commendation, God bringeth all tothe touch-ſtoue, 
and bypurting all into the fiery furnace of tribulation, 
he maketh vs ecafily to diſcerne, his true golden gifts, 
* fromthe counterfeit copper, and impure drofſe of our - 
.naturall faculties and abilities, which through our ig- 
opt we could neuer diſtinguiſh the one from the 0+ 
ther. | | 
S Seft.s. Now the Lord thus erieth vs with afflictions, firſt te 
' That God tri. 'Make it known, whether were true and ſound chriſti- 
eth v1 by aſfl;. ans' or no, inducedgvith his ſanQifying & ſaving graces 
ffiens, vbetber gr whether we deceiuc both our ſelues and others wich 
- » db ;hews and ſhadowes only: and ſecondly, ifwe be fincere 
= parry rofefſors of religion, he crieth hereby, how much we 
' wing graces, or Dane profited, what progreſle we have made, andhow 
uo. rich we are grown in theſe fpirituall treaſures. Concer- 
ning the fermer,our Saviour hath ta vsinthepara. 
ble, that there arc ſome _hearers like vnts the fiony 
ground, who recciue the ſeed of the word withiovy and 
Mar.tz 5,6 bring foortha faige green blade of an ourwardprofeſſi- 

; on, but'yet hauing no reot in theſclues they -endurebur 
fara alonandwhenthe hot ſun of zfflitzon and-per- 
{ecutioengileth and fhincth vponthem,chey — 

a 


Chap.18. 


1D. 2. GA 
That by onr efftitions God trieth vs for our 
fall away. And therefore: that theſe time ſeruing 
erites may be knowne & diſcerned fromerueprofeflors 
'and fincere chriſtians, he cauſeth this ſun of tribulation 
to ariſe;thae theſe may be tried and approued, andthey. 
d:ſcouered and rejeted.Wegll make profeſſion that we _ 
| arethe children of God, thoitgh many intruth remaine. 
fill che ſeruants of finne and flaues of ſathan; and there- 
fore the lord,like the cagle, takech all his yong cagletrs, 
after that he hath for a time fed and nouriſhed them: in- 
cheneſt ofthe Church,andmakeththem to looke ypon- 
the piercing beames of this ſunae of affliion; that he- 
may diſcouer and ſcuer the baſtard broode whoſe weak. 
fight indureth not this blazing brightneſle, from choſe 
who being crue bred are able to behold it with vndaze- 
ledeies, We proteſſe our ſelues robe goldfit forGods- 
treaſury,and pure corne meet tor the graners of eternall* 
bleſſedneſſe:and yet there is among vs more drofſe then 
gold, and more chaffc then wheat : and therefore the 
Lord caſtethvs into the fiery furnace of afflition, that 
the pure mertall may be triedand in triall purified, and 
the droffic ſubſtance may be ſeuered, and in the ſepara- 
tion burned and conſumed:andfanneth and winnoweth 
vs with the ſtrong wind of rtibutaris,thar che chatfe may- 
be blowne away, and the pure ecorne remaine for his 
owne vſe, We profeffe our felues erces well planted by 
Gods owne handin his garden of grace, and that weare 
houſes fit for his'owne dwelling, which hane 2 good: 
ground and ſure foundation;cuen the rock Teſus Chriſty 
__ whereasintrueth there-are many+planes-ofthe digells 
. ferting;which baue no other-hold bur the weakeand 
ſhort roots of carnall ends and worldly reſpedts :which: 
are thereplantedby ſathan, to hinder the growth, to- 
ſacke away the nouriſhment; and toſhade and annoy, 
diforder and difgrace thoſe fruitfull and choice trees of. 
Gods owne grafting; and 'many honfes whichare not- 
built ypoa the rock Chrift, but ypontheſfands ofhumanie 
innentions - 


Mar,10,22: 
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-med atthefirſt fight, a great worthy of yndanced cou- 


Cuzp-rG © 390” 'LiYc4- 
bo by our affiiflions Godariethvsfor ear good. 
iguentions and traditions, xpon-.the, examples: of their 
ſuperiours,or their owne good meaning and vngroun- 
ded ſuperſtition ; and: therefore-ithe Lord cauſcth the 
winds to blow,.aud the tempeltuous Rormes of traalls 
and troubles to arile;that his owne trees may be appro# 
ucd,and take the more deeÞ$e rooting by how much the 
more they are toſſed and ſhaken,and that thoſe plants of 
fathans. fetting. may beg! ouerturred and 'ropted vp, 
and maketh theſe boiſterous-blaſts of trouble to blow, 
and theſe billowes of tentations to beat vpon theſe 
buildings,that the temples of his owne ereCting,for the 
habitation of his holy ſpirit, way by their ſtanding in all 
theſc flormes,approue the $kill of the workmaſter and 
the excellency-of the .worke;.and chat theſe chappells 
of the divell, which being guile with hypocrife, make 
no leſſe a ſhew.may be ouerturncd and -viterly ruinated, 
having no other foundation bur the ſandy reſpeRts of 
worldly vanities., which -jaile and finke. when rbeſe 
waues of atflition due 'beate ypon. them. Finally ve 
prev our ſelues to be ſouldiers in the Church militant 
ghting.vnder theſtandard of the Lord of hoatis,and we 
baucin ur baptiſme(as it were)taken ouroath,recciued 
the preſic.mony,and taken vpon vs the colours & cog- 
niſance of our-great cammander and .chiefe captaine 
Ieſus Chriſt: And therefore the Lord ſuffereth {fathan 
and the world to aſſault vs with afflitions and perſecu- 
tion, to trie ys whether we be traitors, who vpon the 
firſt encounter wil} ioyne with the enemy,or truce-harted 
ſouldiers, who will live and die in our Lords quarrell; 
whether we be ſuch cowards and Gaſtards as will pre=- 
{ently yeeld at the firſt on-ſer, though before we have 
made many brags of our ſirengrth and valour: or of ſuch 
couragious and magnanimious ſpirits, as will not flic 
backe one foot to ſauce our lives. And this our Saviour 
tried the-yong man in the Goſpell, who though hefſce- 


rage, 


Lb, a ; x 16; 

That Godby one offiifiions winkv:rfor eur 

rage, yet when our Saviour did but ſpeake oftwoſe rwo: 

enemies,pouerty.and the croſle; ax che: very naming of 

rhem he was difeomfited and'did rom-aywayen.- 
And as-we are-thus tried with-afflictions whether 5, 


we be true chriftransand indued with any: grace or no; ThuGod byeuy 
fo as therby he ſheweth wharprogreſſe we haue made «/fif:ons ci- | 
in chriſtianitp,and vnto what meaſure of grace we hnue: #5 03:9 whee - 


ﬆrained. For.aywhon we 2re winnowedavich the wind” 


grace ve have 


ofafflitionseuery ſmall blaſt is ſufficient to ſeparate 8&;cained, end 
driue away the chaffe from the whear,ſo whena ſtronger fr fl of the mea- 
pete bloweth,there is a ſecond diuifion made; for how- ſore of our 
ſdeuer rheweaket and Rironger chrifijans remainetopes j- gong 


rher inthe ſame Churcly and-comtmunion,/ 49 it: were'in 
the ſame floore and heape, yet when any frong blaſtof 
tentation bloweth, rhoſe that are weaker in grace like 
the lighrer corne,fhake, ſtagger and fie ſomewhat back; 
wheteas the fironper' are Hot nioued; but:keep- their 
place; like the piirer wheat and waightiergraine; with - 
great conſtancy and vndanted courage. And thus doth 
the Lord trieovr fairh,and by theſe afflitions ſhew vs 
vnto whatidegree and meafurcofaffurance wehaueat- 
rained; for wheni# is weake arid but"of ſmall growth, 
though weiithabine wich Petey thar we can walke varo 
Chrift ypon the deepe-waters, yet if but a ſmall wave of 
afflitionariſe and come againſt ys, we-are through in« 
fidelity ready tofinke ond -petiſh,ifChriſt did: not 'carch 
hold ofys; howfoeuer iti felfe-confidenee and eonceipe 
weareready to boaſt with himy;thatthough'althe woild 
ſhould forſake Chriſt; we will not: yer when we come. 
tothe rriall,theyoice-of 4 pooredamlelÞ is: cnough to 
dlall onr courage; and /to'makevs ſhawvefully flies . 
backe and forſake'out taſter, Bur when'we'are come |. 
ynto fulnes of perſwaſion;then ate we ready to ſay with: 
Paxl; vnto thoſe 'who=diffwade vs from bearing the 
crofſe which Godlayeth vpon vs; what doe you weeping 
axd breaking ty hears, for [amtreadyhot-ony'to bebven, 


Ghapas . — o9$ bas 
That God by out affiiltions tritthys fot oxr good. 
AR.:1.13, but alſo to ſuffer death for the name of Chriftz and to pro< 

tele with bim in another place, rh4t neicber tribulation. 
Rom.8.35,38, 707 429 4/h,nor perſecntion,nor famine nor takedneſſe, nor - 
. .- perill wor ſword, nar death nor dinell ſhall be able to ſeparate 
: -vs from the louc-of God which i in Chriſt Teſin our Lord. 
So by this fiery criall appeareth-rhe meaſure of our affi- 
- ange;for when it is weake, then if God withdraw from 
© - "vs#ifible add outward meanes, and thruſt vsinto ſome 
 dangernotiſhewing vs an cuaſion, nor putting a thread 
inco our hands which may guidevs out of this labyrinth, 
we areprelently diſinaide,and-without courage or com- 
- farts aydibee-ready! to thinke, of valawfull meanes for 
- - oli ſafety or deliverance; but when we haue atrained- 
vato ſome high degree of confidence and afhance, then 
can we firmly rely our (clues ypon the power and proui- 
dence of God, with comfort and aſſurance,as well when. 
weareweake in ſecundary helps, as whenwe arcfirong; 
ea when in-outward appearance we are deſtitute aad 
abandoned of them,as when they guard and compaſle 
vs abour,offering vpon all occaſions their aide and.afſi- 
Qancermweither doe we only. confeſle our,confidence in, 
God when/aswearehedged-in.on all fides with Gods- 
bleſſings and benefits; butin our greateſt miſeries and 
Extremities,in aſſured affiance, we a-c ready to cry our, 
with holy /eb,though be hillme yet will [ traft in him, 
Thus alſo dorh the. Lorvl by theſe atflitions.make 
s Seft.7. etriall of our loue-- And as the tender mother ſometimes; 
That Godby Withdrawethand hideth her.ſelfe from her child,to trie 
our aſflFions how he will brooke her abſence,taketh again the things 
#n1keih trial 1 hichſhehad giuen himco tric his loue and obedience; 
ay meaſore and ypon fir.occahoncorrefteth him, nor.only romend 
tience humilicy Dn of his faults, bur to make'an experiment of his na« 
ang obcdience. cure, how louing he is vato her ; and ifin all theſe rrialls 
he approuctb himfelfe, bewailing, herabſence, patienuly 
parting with his, delights. for. the loue he beareth her, 
andinccalingin loug.and;fondacie. alter. his challiſe- 


ment, 


Tob.r3. 5. 
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16.3. 1" ed09 = © OY Chageye 
__ That Godby 'oxr aflions trieth 1s for our good, 
ment;zit doth notably inlarge her affetion towards her 
ſonne;whom ſhe now loueth, not only out of matherly 17 4? 
: duty,but with much comfort and delight: cuenfodothr + fn) 
-the Lord make triall of our lone by wichdrawing him 
ſclfe and his gitts, and by inflicting vpon vs his facherly 
correcti::ns;that our loue and obedience being appro- 
vcd by experience,he may increaſe his fauours towards 
vs,and entitely loue vs with more pleaſure, For ro ſheyv 
our afteQion rowards him,when:being in-proſperity we 
abound with his bleſſngs,is no great matter; ſeeing we 
arc hyred thereunto.withthe wages of worldly benefits, 
and doe. therefore loye God: becauſe we: firftiloue eur 
. ſclues,nor for his owne ſakebur becauir of bis-gifts afd 
rewards: butif our loue continue in his wonted hear, 
' whenas God withdraweth this fuell of earthly plenty, 
and weimbracc him with ardent affe&tion, when ({asit 
- were)he ſtoppeth. our; wages, 0xxclumeth. intojdis hands 
that which tormerly:he beſtowed on y+-then' wilbic 
plainly appeare;that we Joue the giver, better. then-his 
gifts,and that we find cauſe enough in God himfelfe to 
vnite.our-hearts vnto. him, though all theſe bands of 
- casthly blefſings-be broken or takenaway.Yeaifthefire 
- ofafflitiae dog. pot leflen,but muth:ingendiand increaſe 
. the heat of this 06ur lone; andnoidanger ſeeme difficule 
-into which God ihruſteth vs,no burthen-heauywhich he 
. laieth vpon vs;if{as'it.-fared with, [acob bging inloue 
With Rabel)maty>yeercs milericsdo ſcenerbur. a: few 
- dajes becauſc we ſuffer,them for his, ſake; yes, ibweare 
| glad being aſſaylteq with cheſe enemics,to.indureman 
wounds,to recciue many fojles,avd ſuſtaine much gricfe 
and. laboynahas, by-rhefe trialls ye may ſhew. eh affe- 
ian, and Ihe nugs Hiumpims beimore. glatlous,bf- 
cer it hath.obcaingd viRtory oucr {o.great forces; theuare 
. our hearts rhraughly-warmed with this heavenly Alaiye, = 
_ and our_loue. is ſtrung yea ( as the: wiſe maniſpeakerh) Cant.8.6-7, 
:;fhjonger chen:dearbJlegivg theſe: wartrs of: werldly.mi- 


ſerics 


_ That Godby oar affiiftions wrieth vs for our good, 
| -ſeriescannotquenchit, nor theſe flouds of affliions 
Obry/oft. Meth::coole or drowne it, And as the Lord:by:theſcafflitions 
68p.3.Homil3. ſhewertrbow great the meaſure of our love is towards 
| __- him,ſobecauſctheloueof him and the world are-quite 
contrary,he doth by the ſame mcancs. diſcouer, how 
-much we haueprofitedinthe gontemprtoftheworld, ond 
-are weancd 1n-:ouraffeions fro doting vpo ir. Foras the 
- -graine of corne which is full& Tipe, & is no:ſogner tous 
-ched with theflaile bur it prefearly flicth from the ftraxv 
and empty carc,andifirbe ſmall and lightis not beaten 
out,yulcfle ic be withmuch more difficulty, bur if ir be 
- elrogethertempty and varipeit cannot with wuch thra- 
| ſhing be ſeuered, bur remainethRill-in the ſtraw, '2nd is 
caſt out or burnt with it ::ſo 'thoſe who adhere vnto 
worldly delights like the.cornto the chaffe6ceare,if they 
: be ful of grace & ripe ingodlines,arc with-theleaſt touch 
- ofthis flaile of affiitions ſeuered from the-loue of rhe 
; wortdand being voicedintheirbeartand afteRion vnto 
God, they flic ynrohimpwhereas ifhauing begun to im- 
brace vertue and holineſle, they haue made as yet bur 
- {maliprogrefſe,theyare not weaned from theſe worldly 
- vanities exceprthey be much beaten 'with'itmany crofles 
*\andcalamtiviesjbut if wane hn. res all grace 
und g eſſe,thea doe they in'their heart aud affeAi- 
- ons ftickeſvinſeparably fatt vntothe things of this life, 
_- .thatthough they be neuer fomuch beaten with affliti- 
"ens andrribatacions, yerthoy caririot be'difioynedighd 
21parted,and fo are caſt ont and reixded of God, periſhing 
? wich theſe tranſitory cuills, becauſe they will 
_ >' not be deuided fromthem. Finally God by theſe aMliRi- 
_ - -oasdothtriethe meafureofourpaticnce,obedienceand 
- hannilicy; for where! ———— flion'i9d fuffering, 
:1there icnoplactforpaticce; wherethereTsnodificiuly 


_ .*Hangeriorburthen to be vindergone, there is*no tiiall 
+ "of obetiencc;and wheh Gods will dothnor ctofſc ours, 

- exvpyinanccanſhew humility acd ubmiſſion; byitothen 
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That Godby onr offlittions trieth vs for our good, 

our patience is manifeſted and magnified, when being 
vader heauy croſſes and calamities,we beare them with 
meckneſle arid cheerfulnefle, wichout any murmuring 
and repining; then are we truely obedient, when with 


the Apoſtle, we can ſerve the Lord with allmodeſty, &- with ac ro,rg:; 


w341y tears and tentations,in reſpect ofthe miſertes which 
accompany our ſeruice, and the dangers which attend 
vpon itzand(as clſewhere he ſaith) when we can hold 
on a conſtant courſe in godlineſſe and righteouſneſle, 
andin all things approue our ſelues as the ſcruants of . 
God,[z much patience,in affliftions in neceſſities in diſtreſ- 


ſes,in ſtripes, inpriſons mn tumults,in labours hy watchings, , ©, 6 


by faſtings,c+c.by honor & diſhonor by eill report and good 
report,cc.then is our humility ſhewcd and approuecd, 
when in our greateſt diſtreſſe and danger, we can ſay 


with Daxid, behold here am 1let him doe to me as ſcemeth , co ro | 
good in bis eies,and with our Sauiour Chrift, wot wy will Mar.x4 36, 


_ but thine be done. In a wordall ſanRtifying and ſauing gra- 
ces,both intheic cruth and meaſure, are much better tri= 
edand knowne, in the time of trouble and affliction, 
then when they are enfolded and wrapped vpin the rich 
furniture of plenty and abundance. For as the ftarres 
do not appeare in the day time; but ſhine moſt brightly 
in the darkeſt night; ſo theſe glorious ſtarres of Gods 
ſauing graces, which-were hardly diſcerned in the day 
of proſperity.and worldly happineſſe, do ſhine clearely, - 
and (as it were) in their full ſtrength, in the darke night 
of troubles and afflitions, And as in Maiſteries,men 
healthfull, Rrong,and of good habitude and proportion 
of lims, doe not plainly appeare ſo to be, when having 
their garments-on,they.come matching in all their bra- 
uery, but when they haue ſtripe chemſelues,and appeare 
naked on the Theater;. then are the beholders moſt rape 
with admiration, when nothing. ſhadoweth or hideth 
the excellent proportion and ſtron g-making of all cheir. 
parcs- and lims ,; g4eB: (04h; ingqre gramanas goed 
£1] " AL Yarn 


Ghap.16. 403 Ss © = 7 
That by owf afflitions God trieth vs for our good, 
parts of a Chriſtian, are not ſo well diſcernedwhenthe ot- 
namenrs of proſperity, theriches, honours and delights 
of this life doc ſhade and couer them, but when they arc 
flciptof all, andarc with ob brought tothe theater to 
contend and firive with the aduetſaries of our (a[tation, 
that they obtaining the vitoric, may bee crowned with 
the garland of glory and happineſſc; then all vailes and 
ſhadowes being taken away, the gifts and graces receiued 
from God done appearein their naked beautie, and then 
are the bchoulders rauiſhed, when they viewtheir worth 
andexcellency, which were neither diſce med nor regar- 

ded whileſt they were hid and couered. 
S Seft 8, And thus the Lord rieth, and by triall diſcovereth, 
That God try. both his gifts and the meaſure of them; chiefly and prin= 
eth vs princi- cipally for his owne glory from whom we have receiued 
pally for b# . them : for asthe art of the ſhipwright appearcth when che 
— ſhip brooketh all weathers , continueth firme and ſtrong 
lace forthe inal ſtormes and tempeſts,and ſayleth wel with all windes 
«duancingef and in cucrie ſea ;and as the cutlers and armorours skill 
our credit and js ade manifeſt, not whileſt the ſword hangeth by the 
| 4s _ fide in a veluet ſcabberd; or whileſt the armour iscleane 
þ of bi gra- kept and well oiled in the armorie ; but when the oneis 
ceriavs, - Eicdin fight, or by ſmiting the anvile or barre of iron ; 
and the other in the field with the caliueror musket ſhot: 
ſo theſe workes of Gods - theſe ſanRifying and ſa- 
uing graces, doe then moſt commend their workmaſter, 
when they come to be tried in this ſcaof miſcrics, and 
with theſe bullecs of tentation ; for if they then houldour, 
and neither leake nor ſinke,and being neitherpcirced,nor 
much battered, do preſcrue vsfrom all outward violence 
in this combate againtour fpitifall enemies, then the 
wiſcdome and skill , power and boutirir'sf God, who 
both made and gaue them , doth clearely ſhine and ma- 
nifeſtly appeare. And asthe Lord the donot of theſe gifts 
and graces is glorified in the triajl of them, ſo we the ow- 
ncrs, comming by theſe mcanes r6-the ——_—— 
? | 3 1ght 


Lib.3. SES _ , hep 
That by our affiiftions God trieth vt for eur good. 
ſight of them,haue in our ſelues much more ioy and com< 
fort , and are more highly valued and cfteemed inothers 
judgements, when cheſc rich treaſures and vnuaſuable 
Jewels of Gods ſauing graces are diſcoucred ynto them : 
which if they were not thus tryed would beobſcured,and 
lye hid both co them and vs« To this purpoſe one ſaith, 
that to be alwaies ina proſperouseftate: and to paſſe all 
2 mans time without any vexation of mind, is to remaine 
ignorant ofthe one halfe of nature and humaine affaires: 
thou maicſt be a man of magnanimious ſpirit, but how 
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ſhall Iknow it, if thou neuer haue occafion toſhew thy 5,144.0 prov, 
yertue? thou commelt intothe theater to ſtrivefor maſte- cop, 4. 


ries : butthere commeth no aducrſarie to contend with 
thee, thou maiclt well haue the prize , but not the vio. 
ric. And againe ; how ſhall I know with what-patienco 
thou canſt beare pouertie, if thou docſt alwaics abound in 
riches? how ſhall I diſcerne what heare and courage thou 
haſtto indure ſhame,infamie, and popular hatred, if thou 
wax old in yulger applauſcs,& the ſtream of their fauours 
flow vnto thy grauc ? how fhall I know with what con- 
ſtancie and contentednetſe thou couldeſt ſuſtain the loſſe 
. ofthy children,if all, which hauc beene bornevnto thee, 
are till in chy (ight? well may 1heare thee whileſt thou 
srt comfortingothers 2 but ehen only I truely ſee and dif 
cerne thee, when thou giueſt comfort vnto thy ſclfe, and 
commandelt thy griefes to auoide thy preſence, Hethat.. 
would know the 8kill of the Pilate muſt not looke on him 
lying quietly on his bedin a fafe port : nor ſayling in a 
faireſea, witha proſperous winde : but when heis inthe 
middeft of (yrts and ſands,toffcd & indangered with boye 
ſterous (tormes and cruell tempelts, then to quic his ſhip 
and ſclfe out of theſe perils, andtobring it ſafe imo the 
wiſhed hauen, arguerh the greatneſlſc of his skill, and gai- 
neth him the reputation ofacunning mariner-Theprow- 
eſſc, fortitude, and vndaunted courage of a ſouldier is not 
diſcerned whilcR he ſecurely —_— in the garriſon with- 
; > BY out 
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That Gedby ot offlhions tryeth vs- for our good, 


out fearc offoe : butin the fight and skirmiſh, when as he 
is inthethrong of enemies, bcſet with dangers ; and (as 
one faith) his (trength is more approucd, who bghting is 
not vanquiſhed;than his, who is notar all aflaulted ; and 
whereas yntried valour is very doubtfull and queltiona- 
ble, thac fort tude is molt aſſured which oucrcommeth in 
all iacounters: So the (wecet odour of the precious oint- 
menc,whileRt itis kept in the glaile,ſafe and cloſe,is ſcarce- 
ly ſentcd; butbeing ſtirred and powred out, it perfuraeth 
all the rvome,, andishighly commended of all that have 
the benefit of this fragrantſmell, The gold isaccounted 
(of thoſe who iudge by outward appearance); baſe and of 
ſmall worth, whileſt it lycth inthe oare, but when it is pu 
rificd in the fierie furnace, and tricd by the touchſtone, 
thcenis it valued andeſicemed, And therefore the Lord 
bringeth vs into a ſea uf miſcrics, and tolleth vs with the 
tempeſt of tentations,that by well acquitting out ſe)ues in 
theſe perils, our skill, wherewith he hath induced ys,may 
be manifeſted and approuce, He (uffercth vs not in this 
chriſtian warfare tolye atcaſe in garriſon,bnt bringeth vs 
intothe ficld, and(uftereth many and firong enemies to 
incounter vs; that demeaning our (clues manfully in this 
fight, he our graund captain may hauethe chicfe gloric,& 
we thatduc approbatis & praiſe,which of rightbelongeth 
to our courageand fortitude. He wil notletthe ſweet oint- 
metof his ſpiritual graces to be kept cloſe,& ſoto become 
ynprofitable both to our ſeluesandothers, but rather bat- 
tereth and breaketh theſe glaſſie and earthen vyellels of 
our bodies, thatthey may ſend out aſweer perfume to the 
great comfort of others and ioy of our awne hearts. Fi- 
nally, he willnotſufter vs tolyc in the oare of our earthly 
corruptions, but caſtethys intothe fieric furnace, thatbe- 
ing purified from our droſle, we may be approvedin the 
touch, and bc eſtecmed and prized, as well beficteth our 


worth and yalue, according to that of the Proverbs: As 
"Pron17,3; the fning pot for ſiluer , and the ſornace for gold: ſo bo 
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Sia Gelb) our affiifiimnceiidihuefabontgrad.. 

Tovd thiethh the heave ni 10 10191 203 is 24119) 1d 
2» Veache Lotdrescrivthvs;ho0 ont[y-farthedifcoucs 
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exofhis graccsed hiv ghaepandoanveanifarty:bibaifo of That Godalſs | 


our.iofir mitics:and coruptions, for:ourhiimwiliation,and 


- 


others-inſttucion- For naturzip:iwefiincain overwers 


diſcoxererh by 
effliftions our 
corruptions op 


ning:opinion of our. owne worth $n\highcanceirof; our jy prmitics for 


quinygifeszabdpreſume gooimuith 


and like feeſh-water, ſbu{dicrswenthimkepur (clursbetbre 7/97. 


we comcintorhe field;ſb Rrongandvalprons,tharnoienge 
micisablero withllandivscwhetcascontariiviſe chere of 
centimes lyerh hid-ings tbuck ibfirchiticandweskencile, 
manyimpericdtions;and futh a:ugoamaſicofztelſicors 
ruptions,thaenb{ooherare we alhiuited, butwe preſents! 
ly yeeld or tun:away;arifl we Bandnoiit;iweare cyther 
foiled by cur cxiemios;ortakien. captives ahdledadyin. 
 thefcttcrs of finne;ſhewingrouoi RCs now 
tins againtourgrgundicpsnacutind) ijapriuyjdrace 
hack broughrys:intorhivhaght.tyowiobariinednacek 
tcd of-owr' abilitjes,itcxtrodugdatgetouwants pernitis 
ous:;. for ispuſfeth v3patiab ptigtipiemaketbivetoireſk 
and:rejieaporithzbroken! flalkro{Guribunofrongthy 
any; nor poacheDortextiidatingdt wakethvencyligent 
andcaldinprayer forbchranducentriromGod, apdin 
praiſes add thankſgiding,whicn ſogipartedvs. And 
therfore xhe Larthtoprever@beſegreat milchictssbrins 
geth vs into the field ro be incountridhyione fuurituell 
enemies; and as he ſometimes ltrengtheneth vs with the 
power of his might, that he may haue glorie, and we com- 
fort,and incouragement by the viRtory: ſoſometimes hee 
lcaucth vs to our weake abilities, & ſuffcreth vs toreceiue 
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mbinyfoilesdd wounds that we may be truely humbled - 


in the ſight of our infirmitics, flee out of our (clues, as 
wholly diftruſting in our owne lIrength,crauc hisaideand 
afſiſtance, and that hauing obtained ir, and withit vitorie 
oucr our ſpiritual enemies, we may not rob him of his glo- 
ric by attributing any part of the praife vnto our (clues, 
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oftcengths or bumilia- 
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Godby que dffirnrtajath wa-fircoks gobd, 


* Z 


bur aſcribe all: the. honor vnto him onelppby whoſe poxie 

- =" * erdtoniewe know that wedbgucrbucrcomeylecingiacfifide 
' by cxperiencetharwearein.ourfejucs loneake ant ime 
potent, that when we are left vneo.our owne tirength, we 
are incucry {malltcnation cafaly ouercome: :An cxample 
whereof we haucin./ob,who waznofoonce kftof Godin 
.. --: thargreſuouscounflictof affiidtion, bur hectrſerhtheday 
'* of his birth, repincth againſt. Gods prouidence , and-is 
readictovtrer blaſphemies again(this iuſtice;and no feo-. 
ner againe is-he ſupported by Gods afliſting ſpirit, but he 
is humbledin-the-bghtofhis.inficmitics, giucth glorie ro 
God, and caſilyoucrcommecthali choſecencations,which 
formerly findinghinuiahisnaturall weakeneſle,cid with 
greater eaſe giyvehim the foile. And thus allo the Lord. 


Phal,S1 i 


Marth.26,70, 
7h 


criedthe-pcople of I[ra 
2s: ; 4 


c}atrhe waters of Mcribah,, when 
owardaeſſc of .thcir owne:diſpos 
pte(&tljy;forgare whiatigreat things he had 


done forrthem;andbegan to murchurcandrepinc againſt. 


isprovidence;. And 
rried by God,thur being 


oftle Peter likewiſe was thus 
foiledaftcrall his bragges, with 


the yoiccofefillieDamoſeit he mightbehumbledinihe 
fenſeof hisinfirmitie; boaſt no:moreof hisowne ftrcngth, 
and that oucrcomming tafterwardsio: farre mort dange»- 
rous conflits; he mighraſcribe nothingeo himſclfe, but 
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give the whoteigtorievntoGod, by whoſe 
ob ! 57; 31 T3) 48,7 


tained vi 


might alone- 
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: '+ o7 that 
Tiurafffiftrent as they are rrinls nay wack eohfore vx, 
That the' former confiderainnprowit; that enrereſſes are | 
trials of Gods gracesilnwor,may neweb comfort vs inall 
E onr affiictions, ret; 10 06008 of . ; 
bn, | 


? 39.3 65 &e : 


_ Ao Nd thushmietihdecd cha our aflictions 
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vu Secondly, becauſe hereby.we ; er:a{[usance, 
thit wee are Gods reg and or the: houſhold of 
faith z' for the Lord wycth andin:axying nyo vs, 
thatiwe miay be veflels of glory, choſen for his owne 
vie; according to his word'by the Propher-; 'Behald 1 Eſfa.48.r0, 
bane fintdithee but not as filker, 1 baue:choſen- thee is 
the furnace of afflittion. Sorthe Plalmilt ſaith, that God Pſal.rr 5, 
will rie the righteous ; but the wicked man and he that lo- 
«th iniquitie, deth his ſonle hate: . And therefore ps at 
Ii 4 wit 


_ Efa,7.12. 
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111) Operthefeomiohkediondl ſuarer, five: tang 
 : tfir\Dempoſt;tharcbiamay be the pertionof thei cp, Ai 

' Hence it is thatthe ſanne of Syrach willect'v's 50 beare 
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with eAhaz refule tv make triall of his mercie,, good- 
nefſe and ruth of hib promiiſcs, thaDthey may reſt and re- 
lis rpontim zfoike witknatericchety butgiwerth them o- 
\yerco-beremptathancearriakheediongby Satharrinto 
all cuill, chat when the meaſure of their Enacanmgdiimqui- 
tic is full, he may power out ypon them che full yiolsof 
this drath,and $as irfolldwetr it chio plaſme):caw x 7 


with /placricic-all atfiftions which Gad layeth vpon V5, 


\, becauſciris.a gnewmbenwtatecthus zei 


egaods i# harſuizcrs brought upanxhesi (ſeith'be) $ake 
ciefull)) abidbe patient when thewigrt. ehayged td atfow 
eftate: For gold3 1riedm the fire and acorptable men in the 
furnaceof aducrſirit.Andehe Apolllc ſame perfwaderh 
WVSE6 corntrer txroccading, ie7 mber ie fo lointo dingy: rentde: 
ion;4brcaulſc; theyarcbutithsitinl offiour. fauhovhich = 
'work patience, & aftcrlitisbepundibring ice perie Rios 
 Yeabur how ſhull-whetkbow that our afflictions arc - 


How we 12 -erials 5 and riot cither paziſtiments:of chaſliſements for 


1 


hnow Wen ON 
of flitions 
triels, & whe 


our fines b& banſwergthatuiguoay: by.afures that chey 
ute porpuniſmonts; rho byther@ wedge punficd foeta 


- ehaftiſements 6urdtoffc-,1and ſhine gloriauPyrincheGglnof God:-ontl 


for famine. 


* > », ff 
p | dd up 


' men;chrough chebrigtant flc of thoſtſarRifying ancdſe- 
uidggraceswhichatemariſcſted bythan;& wheninicune 

not ouertht own in the confl. Rt, audiilpucdiytheleſbipp 
.edtouniterrcorepine and;murrhurcagein{{Godowho 
thath ptefſed vs to itwarfare; bur doe (ew qur chriftidn 
.courago;ivalourand; magnavimiols fortithdeg iy withe 


- ſtanding and overcommingallcheſcsffaults. And (uber 
\' wemapknowtherli robetiials & not chaftifemonrs, when = 


wehateelfeQuallypiofitedby them uitely-humblededr 


'?.. ſolbes, vofuinediy reptnced of our tinnes,*and- earneſtly 


by praicr hauc ſought reeonciliation from God,jand free- 
'domefrom thokk afflitonsyand:yet noewithſanding;ab-: 


tce- 


Ly 


$+ 


they aveurialewiay much edfortut, . © 


tcr allthis, we ſtill remaine yader'the burthen withour 
finding any eaſc : for then,we may be aſſyrcd thar God 
doth not corce6t faults alrcatly amended, but rather vierh 
rheſc crofics as-trials for the manife(tation of hisgraccsito 
his owne gloric,and our (pirituall good ,. 2s hath becne 
ſhewed. But whether chey be trials of Gods gifts, or cha- 


Riſements for{innes, we hauce nocauſe of impatience ar - 


exccline ſurrow. yea rarhet in both reſpetsrhere is greac 
.cauſc ofioyandgladaeſle,towhich purpoſe one faith ;1ee 
cherighteous man reioyce inhis troubles-and afflitions; 
becauſe hc iscither prouedif he beiuſt; oramended if he 
be aſinner : But let chem, breake their hearts with griefe, 
whom the itripes of thisdiine handdotarment, bur not 
correctand make better:;-let them) iuſtly feare: furure pu- 
n:ſhments, who hauecontemned , andnot profitcd by 
theſe preſent remedicsof ourgratious father, 

:.-- Thirdly, wehaueiuſt cauſsto reioiceia theſe trials, be- 
reauſe:they haucalwaies d/good tſtuc,and tenderonur great 
 -profitarid benefits both inchislife and thelife tocoms; 
For howſocuer,, ic.is rhe cnd of wicked men, who arethe 

inſtruments and: inferiour-meahes ,to bringcheſs croſſes 


doing voburtanditaiſchetjandthough Sathans cad in 


NFetwi'theth ai), þeto bring v3. inte tlicſecuils, chat wee 


That affiitione 6 they are- trials may muckcomfore v3. = 


Auguſt, Hom, 
45, TamelOs-. 


$ LH e.2. 

We may bee 

comforted in 

aur trials in 

that they bave + 

a'wajes 4 good 

«pon vs;thatehcy may.ſatisfic-cbcir malice and crucliie in Yue , —_ : 
8 0ur gre 

profit, 


' may.finnein)[-bearing thein,or in ridding our (clues our 
-of them by wicked mranes:; and ſo be brought into the 
:eftate ofcqndemnation, and paſic oytofchele remporaric 
.miſctics inco queria{})ingtotments:yce God adach hatpro- 


,ppund thele;cnds viohis trialsefinbre remptath xd man Tamet.r3e |} 


with exil;as the Apoſtſpeaketh:hut he thus cricth vs; that 


he may do ws good inthe latter end ( as hi nſclfe fpeaketh) Deur.3.1s... 


- Ctbat:theirmiallof our faith being nach mare pretious than 
gald that periſheth, (though beried by: thefier) may be 


- found. unto.axr. praiſe, hononr and glory , at the appearing .Pct.t.6,7e: , 


of. [eſas:Corijh, He tricth vs , chat being in his criall ap- 


«3 as 


proucd ,.we wy. rccciue-after our conflR and vyictorie 
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Apce..1e, 


" Wild 5.6. 


| bob, 23,10, 
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| That afflitione wc thay art 1rials may mach comfertvi. 
the crowne of blefiednefle and erernall glory. In regard 
whereof the Lord exhorterh the angcll of- che Church of 
Smyrna to fearcnonc of thoſerthings which he ſhould ſuf. 
fer, becauſe he was but tried with rheſe tribulations, that 
continuing faichfull vnto the: death , hee might beſtow 
vpon him the crowneof life, So the author of the booke 
of Wiſedcu me faith;that thefaitnfull having beenca /itrle 
chaftiſed ſhall be greatly rewarded; for God-proneth thens 


and findetb them worthy for himſelfe; as the gold in the fur- 


nace hath he tried them, and reteined them as a burnt of 
fring: And Teb outof his owne experience faith : Hee 
knoweth my way and trieth mee, and [ ſhall come forth like 
the gold, ln rcſpeRof-which bappie-ifſue given by the 
-Lord vato all ourtrials, we hauec wut cauſeto bearerhem 
all with paticncc and comfort, with ioy and thankſgiuing. 
For if we be nog counterfeit mettaile, but good gold, why 
ſhould wefearErhe furnaceof affliion, ſeeing it will noc 
. conſ{umevs like Rraweor chaffe, but only tric vs, and in 
trying purifie vs; that comming:to the rouchltone wee 
may bc approucd, andfo bereſcrucd foreyerin-Gods 
 ercaſuric of bleiſednelſe? If we be good grapes, why doc 
wefcarc the preſſe of tribulation , which willaotdeſtroy 
v2, but bring vs to perfcAtion , making vs: fie-wine for 
(Gods own vic ?If we be good wheart,why ſhould we be 
-gricued to come ynder the flaylcor fanne, (ceing it will 
not hurt vs, but only ſeperate and cleanſc vs from the 


ftrawe and chaffe, that we may be layed vp for Gods 


- owneftorein-the graners of heaucnly happineſſe? Final. 
'..:. ly,if we be Gods ſoaldiers in the Church militant, why 
"ſhould we not with-ioy and Chriftian courage skirmiſh 
. with the world aſſaulting vs daylic with troubles and af- 


flitions.,- ſeeing by his conflict our vyalouris tried, that 


being approucd itmay be crowned ; and we affured of 
© Gods continuall affiſtance, which wifl defend vs in the 
- fight, andin the end giuevs viorie ? Letvs therefore 


leaue feare and horror, murmuring and repining, tofalſe 
| dilſem- 


Ed. a. : pr Chap.17.. 
That affliflioneus they are trials may much comfort vs. 
eifferublers and faichiefle men, rowhom alone theſe:mic 
ſeries are hurtſall and dangerous, i Ler' counterfeir and 
drofſic Chriſtians fearc the fierie triall , ſeeing in it they 
arclurcto be confumed. Let hypocrites, which hkefaire - 
greene ſeaues make a goodly (ſhew, but yeeld no ſweere 
ivyceof holinefie, fearethe winepralſe and vintage, be- 
caufetheir prefſing wilt bring no probe, but they ſhall be 
caſt away-of troddcn vnder fooe: let the chatfe and ftiraw 
feare the flayle and fanne, becauſe being thereby ſeperas- 
ted from the good wheate,they (hall be either burne with 
fire,or caſt vpon the dung-hilL Letdiſtards & cowards 
traytorsand enemics, tremble and greiue, when they 
are incountred by.afflictions , ſeeing in this fight they 
are led capriue of finne, and afterwards for cucr imbon-- 
dagedinthepriſon othell.anddeſtruion. As for Gods 
faithfull ones, let them-indure all theſe trials with pati- 
ence, comfort andreioycing; ſecingrthey do byexerci-- 
fing, manifeſt Gods graces; that he may. beglorificd in 


his gifts, and his gifts crowned inthem, 


Yea wilt thou fay, bur my afflitions are great, and $ Seft. 4. | 
my fRtrength ſmall; fo that in my trials I ſhew ſo many They anſwered ' 


infirmities and corruptions,, that he who triethme will 


who ob1eft the 


greatnes of 


never approoue ine, 'Fond man , doftthouthinke that ;yciy rria's, 
the Gold-ſmith bath skill enough ſo to proportion the ard /mal:eſſe 
heate of thefireto the mertaile, that it may be purified ef tbeir fregeb + 


and not-conſumed;; and canft thow imagine that the 

Eord knoweth not how to fithus trialsrothy firength 2? 
Or if he hauc knowledpe and wiſedome 2nough, canſt : 
* thou doubt of his will; ſeeing he hath bound himſelfe. 
by a molt gracious promiſe, thathe willnot ſuffer vs.to 


be rempredorreried aboueout powet and ftrength,, but 1. Cor, 10.83<. 


will giue a good iſſue with the tentation 2 Yea, butin - 
the meane time thou arr preſſed-with ſuch an heauy- 
waight, thatth6u bewrayeſt thine infirmitics and cor- 

reptions. . And happely it is neceſſary and profitable. 
forthee ſo to.do;-thatbychis triallchou mighteſt come - 


to 


 Chap.17. | 472 .Tib. 4; 
T hat affiitions ag they are trialrmiay much. comfort vs. 
to the ſight and:{ſenſe-of theſe corruptions and impayy 
fetions which before were in thee, thoughhidden and 
ynknowne, to the end, that now beholding them, thou 

,maiſt be truly humbled, brought to vntained repen+ 
tance, and to an hearty indeuour in all, viing all good 
means to beccleavſed and freed fram them... And thus ig 
is neceffary thitthe drofſe of out corruptions ſhould be 
difcerned,thatirt may be purged away,andwe purified; - 
and that our ſecret ciſeaſes ſhould be diſcoueted, that 
we might be cured andfreedfrom them, -It may be al- 
ſo, that the: Lord letrath thee bewray intheſe-crials of 
aftlictions, thy lefſer:corruptions cf. immoderate griefe 
and impatiencie, -to free thee from ſuch {innes as:are 
much more hainous and enormious; as from pride,ſclf- 
loue, and carnallconfider.ce, whereby werobbeGod 
of his glory.to: magnific our ſelues;, 831d ourſoutes.of 
all ſound comfort, ſceing our greateſtſtrength-being, 
weakneſſeand impotencie, muſt needsfaile ys when-we 
mo(trely vpon it.In wonderful mercy and Joue therfore. 
| doth the Lord deale with thee, if by theſe trials he cau- 
- ſeth thee to bewray thy ſmaller infirmities , that he may. 
7 "free thee from groſler finnes, mortifte thy helliſh pride, 
and decke thee withithat excellent ornament of -humj- 
lity ; taking away all ſelfe confidence in thine owne 
ſtrengrh , .doe cauſe rhee with full affianc&to reſt ypon 
bim, who will ncyerfayle thoſe who truſtiabim,. - ;,... 
5 Set. 5. Finally, we have iuſt cauſe to. beare qur greateſt af- 
That our Aictions withparicnce, comfort and reioycing, ifwee 
greateſt tri- conſider that God doth proportionate our trials, ac-. 
alls ſhould cording to our ſirength,and.the meaſure of grace which 
bring ereereſt . 1,6 hath beſtowed ypon.vs 3: for hereuponritwill follow, 
comfurt, be. "ny <floobeencoctiogs; o-chonalf ” 
cauſe thiy are FDarif) our crofles be exceeding great, thenalſo. weea. 
fenes of grea- bound in vertue, grace and ſpirituall frength; if the 
zeſt grace be- huge 'water-flouds' of afflition-doe ariſe. znd ſwell ſo- 
flawed <p35: high, that they drowne and;ouer-flow the high tow- 
cr3, aud loſty turrets.9f- humane. firen gth; theu ſhalt our: 


ſpiri- 


; © 413: | Cliap.t5; 

That dffiiflion? as they are trials may much comfort vs. 
ſpirituall graces (like thoſe in the Arke)ariſe and moune 
vp with them , triumphing ouer theſe ſeas of miferie 
with comfort and reioycing, which ouerwhelme and 
drowne others, who ſticke faſt vntocarthly helps, with 
ſorrow and heauineſfe. Neither is it to" bee imagi- 
ned, that the Lord who beſt knoweth our. ſirength, 
becauſe hee made vs, and hath approoued his infinite 
1loue towards vs, becauſe hee hath with ſo ineftimas 
ble a price redeemed vs, will in trying deftroy vs, or 
lay vpon vs a burthen which will oucrwhelnic vs; yea 
rather we may aſſure our ſelnes, that where he hath laid 
the heaujeſt loade, there hee hath giuen the greateſt 
firength; and where there is aboundance of affliQtisns, 
there he beſtoweth abundance of patience, faittrand o- 
ther graces, whereby they may be inabledto beare and 
ouercome them, We ſee that the wife commander im- 

loyeth his ſouldiers, according to that opinion which 
C hath vt their worth and yalour ; and when hee hath 
| ſome daungerous and hie exploitto be atchicued, hee 
docth not make choiſe of freſh-water and white-liuerd 
ſouldiers, but of ſuch as are of moſt magnanimious ſpi- 
rits, and fulleſt of courage, valour and approued for- 
titude, A | | 

' The diſcreet Schoole-maſter doth giue the longeft 
and hardeſt leſſons ro be learned, nor vnto thoſe who 
are of ſmalleſt capacity and dulleſt conceipt; but ynto 


their beſt ſchollars, whoare wo wit andreadieft ap= 


FS 


prehenfion. The skilful armoure{pth nor trie common: 
armour with musket-ſhot, for ſo hee ſhould by triall 
ſpoile it, and with his paines looſe the reputation of his 
cunning ; bur firſthe is aſſured that he hath made it high 

roofe, and theahe triethit withthefe picrcing bullers. 
And finally , the wiſe lapidary bringeth not his render 
'chriſtall, orſofterſtones; to be tried bythe (tithy and 
hammer, but the hard Adamant which wil rather bruiſe 
the iron and ſteele,then bebrokenby their blowes. And 


there- 


Eſa: 48.10 


Rap! / "414. __ Tib.z: 
That affliftions 48 they are trials nay wuch comfort vs. 
therfore, if there be this wiſedome andcareto be found 
in'men, let vs certainly conclude thatthe-Lord, infinite 
in wiſzgdome and loue, doth much more fic his trials ro 
the ſtrength of his children, whoſe good & wel-fare he 
ſo much tendereth, chooſing cut his moſt valorous ſoul- 
diers, for the ftrongeſtincounters, his bet ſchollars,for 
the hardeſt leſſons , his choiſeR armours for the higheſt 
proofe,and hammering nonevponthe Anuileof afthQi£ 
ons, but ſuch as he bath made of adamantine hardneſle, 
to beare without breaking all theſe blowes, 

Thus Abraham, the father of thefaithfull,hauing at- 
tained vnto fulneſſe of pexſwaſion;& aſſurance , was ex- 
crciſed with the ftrongelſt tentation,cucnthe ſacrificin 
of his deare Iſaac with his owne hands.” And Job, the 
wſteſt man vpoa the carth, and indued with greateſt pa- 
tience, was accordingly tried with the greateſt affliti- 
ons, and as it were calt into the fiery furnace by the Ty= 
rantSathan, being heat ſeauen times hotter, then for o- 
ther omoay men. Thus Daxid, a man according to 
Gods owne heart, excelling all others in piery and reli. 

ion, had anſwerably an exceeding maſle and multi. 
tude of afflitiqns , laide vpon him for the triall of his 
graces. And the Apoſtle Paxl, abounding in theriches 
of Gods ſpiritual gifts,and going beyond all the reſt of 
his ranke, in care and labours for the glory of God, and 
goad of his Church , did as farre exceede themall in 
croſſes and trials. And as thoſe are aſſaulted withthe 
Rrongett forces, whalliane greateſt valour and fortitude 
beſtowed ypon them; To thoſe who are weake'in Gods 
ſauing graces, doe anſwerably ſuftaine weake incoun- 
ters, as we may ſce inthe example of the Iewes, whom 
God, ſayth he, had fined, but not as filwer;, becauſe ha- 
uing in them more droflc of corruptian; then pure met= 
taile of grace and vertue, they would hauc deene con» 
any in this fiery triall. : 
nd finally where there._is no grace or pm 
* ada there 


# 


Lib.2. 4t5 _ - Chap.15- 
That affliftions as they are trials way mach comfort vs, 

there may well bee inflited deſerued puniſhments of 
finae, bur no trialf inthis conflict of atfliftions, Nei- 
ther may wee thinke that thoſe who are not exerciſed - 
with theſe crofles ,are more highly in Gods fauour then 
other men, ſeeing the Apoſtle telleth vs, that God ſconr- 


geth enery ſonne whom he receineth, and they who are Ex- p1(, 1 2.6 


empted from theſe correQions, of which all are parta- 
kers,are baftards and not ſorines. Nor may we imagine 
that our wiſe Commaunder in loue ſpareth theſe men 
whom he neuer calleth outto the fight; but rather reie- 
Reth andexcluderh themout of his campe, the Church 
militant; either becauſe hee' knoweth them. ro bee 
ſuch daftardly Cowards, as will flee from, or yeeld to 
the weakeſt enemies; or ſuchrebels and traitors, as ei- 
ther profeſſedly or in their hearts ioine with ſathan,and 
theworld, againſt himand his holy army. And this the 
heathen man difcerned'by thelight of nature; When 


(fayth he)thou ſhalr ſee men whichare goodand accep. Serce. de pree 
tablevnto God, takepaines, ſweate and labouragainſt wid, capl, 


the hill with great difficultyz and contrariwiſe, wicked 
men playing the wantons , and wallowing in delights : 
thinke wirh thy ſelfe that euen'we are delighted inthe 
modeſty of fontres, arid inthe licentiouſnefle of ſlaucs; 
and that they by a ftricter diſcipline are keptin good 
order, whileſt the audacious boldnes of theſe is nouri- 
ſhed, and then know that God taketh the ſame courſe, 
for he doth notcocker hin that is good, but byzcrying 
and hardnivg hefitreth him for himſelfe. _— :...: 


| When therfore we are exerciſed with great and grie- 6 SefF.6. 


nous affictions, let vs got mutmure and repine againſt 7 


him thatinflied them, as though ſome great evill had ”* b9n9%- 


 befallenvs; butler vs beare all with patience and eom-. 
fort, yea with ioy athd thankfulneſſe : For ſo we may ef- 
ſure out ſelues, that as wee much glorifie Gad by our 
ſufferings,ſo by theſe rrials he vouchſafethvnto vstreb- 
ble honour; for firfthee Hondutcih vs by emiching vs 

e- bs | with 


reth us in theſe 
fiery trials 


o 


That affliftions as they are neg way much comfort vs. 
with his graces, and then by trying of them, whileſt 
thereby th&ir worth, and excellency is manifefted vnto 
all that behold vs in theſe conflicts, And laſtly, he will 
honour vs by crowning his graces in vs, when as by tri- 
all they are approoued.: Euen as theskilfull Armourer, 
firſt graceth his armour by good workmanſhip, then by 
bringing it tothe proofe; and laſtly by caufingit to be 
emploicd in the Princes ſeruice; or as the Generall ho- 
noureth the ſouldier , firſt, by training kimto che wars, 
and making him expert in all: feates of chiualry,then by 
giving him a place- of imploymentfir for his giftes and 
o00d parts; and finally by rewarding and crowning his 
victories, cauſing him to fit with himſelfe in his chariot 
of triumph. | 
As therefore the valiant ſouldier murmurerth not a- 
gue his Cuproine , When having an high opinion of 
is worth and miagnanimious fortitude , he appointeth 
him to high attempts and ſeruices, full of danger and 
difficulty, but accounteth bimſclfe much honoured, in 
that he thinketh him worthy of ſuch imployments : and 
contrariwiſe, thinking his valour and abilities vaderua- 
lued, is ful of diſcontent, ifheſhould be appointed ynto 
baſe andeaſfic ſeruices,which any coward or freſh-water 
ſouldier could atchicue without difficulty or danger : 
So, muchleſſe haue we any cauſe of repining, when our 
great Commaunder, who beſt knoweth our abilities, 
doth imploy vs in ſeruices of an high nature; yearather 
we have cdiſe of thankſpiuing and reioycing, ſeeing he 
hath firſt honoured vs with giftsfit for theſe attempts, 
. andnow honoutcth vs by giuing vs opportunity of em- 
ploying them, and approouing them in thetriall , and 
will hereafter crowne vs with victories neither doth a- 
ny of his ſouldicrs periſh-in their magnanimious at- 
tempts , ſecingheproteReth them inall dangers , and 
never matcheth them with any enemy, but ſuch as he in- 
ablerh them to',cuercome, Thus alſo the couragious, 
y (41922013 VUET ©. - Gas of champion, 


3b.2,” 


* <_ " "ONS. — - - Chap.17; 

That affiiflions as they A be may wich rs, | 
champion , orexpertand firong wraſtler, thinke them- 7enominiam 
ſclues much graced, when as fit aduerſariesare matched #udicat gladia» 
with them, and being thus fitted prouoke them, with on C08 inferia 
whom they contend, to doe theirbeſt, andyſea!l their S, ſtein 
$kill ; that ſo they likewiſe may haue the better oppor- glorievinci, 
tunity to ſhew all their courage and cunning,, and ob- qui fine perics-" - 
rainethe greater gloric andprayſe , afterthey haue gor #9 *i8cieur, = 
the victory : and contrariwiſe, hold themſelues much bo —_— 
diſparaged in their honour and eſteeme, when theyare ,, © m 
called co contend with ſuch an — is contemp- 
tible through weakneſſe and want of skill; or elſe with 

ſuch an one, as being of ſome abilitic , doth but daily 

with them; becauſe it is a diſgraccfull combate and 
contention,where there is no grace or honor occurring 

vnto him who obtaineth the victory, 

Thus the learned ſchollar caketh great delight when 

he is peſed in high and difficult queſtions, according to 

the meaſure of his knowledge & gifts, that he may ap- 

proue his ſufficiency both to-his maſter & fellowes: and 
contrariwiſe, thinketh himſelfe wronged & diſreputed, 

if hauingTtead the beſt Authors, heebe examinedin the 

firſt rudiments of Grammer,orin the A. b, c, And final- 

ly, thus the hardeſt Adamantis moſt commended, when 

it is tried with the hammer and Aruile; but much diſ- 

graced in theefteeme of all , if he who oweth it, will 

try ir no otherwiſe then with the blow of a cudgell : 

And ſo in like manner we are much honoured by God, 

when hauing receiued from him many and great ver- 

rucs, he doth alſo bring vs into great and many trials ; 

ſecing as our vertue and ſtrength are fitted, according 

to the power of our enemies which doe encounter vs, 

ſo ſhall our crowne bee fitted to our graces, and the 

gloric of our crowne to the greatneſle of the vito= 

ric, | | 

But on the other fide , we haueiuſt cauſe of mour-. 
ning and.diſcontent, if ns” 4 neuer exerciſed witha- 


uy 


Chap.19. 418 Ib. 
That God by affutions furthereth our comerſion, 
ay trialls, ſceing itisaſigne that the Lord eſteemerh vs, 
to be at the beſt, ſuch weakelings as are fir to beare no-+ 
thing ; or men vtterly deftitute of all grace and good- 
neſſe, and therefore caſſiereth ys our of his campe the 
Chutch militant, as being vtterly vnworthy ro fight his 
battailes, or to doc him any ſeruice, So one ſayth, that 
a Souldier is in all his brauery, when being in his ar- 
mour he marcheth valiantly; but is contemptible, when 
he idlely firrech ill, hauing no exerciſe for his vertue, 
whereby he might be know ne vnto himſelfe or others, 
So4 infailcita. then he wantethprayſes, he wanterh rewards, and ther- 
zemiſereſt, fore thoſe dangers are not to bec ſhunned as hurtful 
quicaminſa. Which bring rewards with them, Yearather, he ismiſc- 
ticitatibaqui- rable in his fclicity , who neuer was thought worthy ro 
bus gloria gig- wraftle with miſeries,by which contention honoris 0b - 
= ohh xo . tained. Yeacuen the heathen man could fay,that whom 
h1bere confi- Godloucth & approuecth, them he hardnerh, trieth and 
fem. Hyeron, exerciſeth; but whom he ſecmeth to cocker and ſpare, 


epiſt.ad ami- hereſeruecth them as effeminate cowards for the cuils to 
Can egrouw « come 
Tom. 4. 4 s 


Cu ar, XVIIL 
That God wſeth our afflitions as an cfſetnall meanes to 


farther onr connerfion, 

TRIAL that which bath bin ſaidit may plainly 
$S Seff.t, Vy | apearce,that God ſheweth in the afflitios 
dy" + 4 EY of the fairhfull his great mercy andloue 

 #vr converſion, Wil Find By © vards him, as they aretrials : Now 
proved by te- [2 CT) F& according tomy orderpropounded, we 


Sera arctoſhew, that the Lord manifeſteth 
ſeriptare: the like mercy and louc and theſe croſſes, as they are fa- 
cherly--chaſtiſements in correQions; for che cleering 
Whereof we are to know, that in all our afflitions thus 

- conſidered, the Lord intenderth and accordingly pow-' 
+ + SIG 0s crfully 


"Lib... T7) I "Lhes.rs 
" That Godby affiliond; furtbereth our connerfion. 

erfully effeAeth the good and benefit of his children, 

| and chat both ſpirituall and alſo carthly. The Lord by - 
theſe crofles and calamities which he ſendeth,much ad- 
uanceth our ſpirituall good, in that he ordinarily vſeth 
them as powerfull helpes and meanes, forthe furthe- 
ring of both our effeftual calling,and ſound conuerfion, 
and alſo our ſanRification and regeneration. For,wher- 
as naturally Gods ele& doc in their hearts and affei- 
ons adhere vnto the world and the things of this life, 
Iike the good graine tothe chaffe and iraw, and,if they 
were not ſeucred, would perith with themz 'the Lord by 
theſe crofles doth weane them from theſe carthly vani- 
tics, and with the flaile and tanne of afflitions dooth 
make a ſeparation between them,choofing, culling, and 
ſetting apart his Ele& fer his owne ſeruice, that they 
may be ſaued, and leauing the reſt likelight and refuſe 
corne,to adhere flil vntotheir carnal! delights, cill they 
periſh inthem, Whereas (like young Prodigals) whi- 
leſt we haue the worldat will, we runne away from our 
heauenly Father, and abuſe the portion of his gittesin 
wanton and riotous courſes, tohis diſhonour, and our 
owne vtter ruine & deſtruction $ When we are brought 
into miſery and affliction, and defire, at leaſt, rocom- 
fort and releiue our ſelues with the huskes and ſwill of 
worldly and carnall pleaſures , butcannot have them, 
then are we brought to make a, fiand in our former 
looſecourſes, and beginto thinke of returning to our 
Father, 

' And this purpoſe of God, in affliing his looſe and 
diſſolute children, that he may conuert and turne them 
from their wicked waies vnto himmſelfe, he doth nota- 


bly ſer forth vnto vs in the Prophecy of Hoſea: [ will Ho v.15 


£0e (ſayrh he) and returne tomy place, (that isI wil wich- 
draw all the fignes and teſtimonies of my loue and fa- 


wour from them)tilthey acknowledge their fanlt and ſecke 
me : In their affiition they will ſecke mer diligently , the 
| KK 23 oe i 


. which 


- 


Efay.17.7 


Pſal83.16 


Gregor. Mor. 
lib, 6. cap.18 


Chap.6,1.2 


That God by affliftions furthereth our connerfion. 
which was accordingly verified in the euer, as he ſhew< 
eth in the next words , where he bringeth them in ſpea- 
king thus w their affltions. Come and letysreturne to 
the Lord, for he hath ſpoiled , and bewillheale vs, he hath 
wounded vs , and hee will binde vs vp; aftertwo dayes will 
he receme vs, andin the third day he willraiſs vs vp, andwe 
ſhall linein bis ſight. So the Lord fayth by the Propher 
Eſay, that when he had brought vponl is people Hracll 
a comn.on deſtruction for their ftinnes, and had referued 
and pulled out of thoſe miferies, ſome few of many, like 
the remainder of the grapes after the vintage,and ofthe 
oliues after the tree is ſhaken , then ſhould a was /ooke to 
his Maker , and his eyes ſhould hane reſpett to the holy one 
of Tſraell, And inthisregard the Pſalmiſtour of aſpiri- 


. tuall charitie towards his encrhies, preferring their e= 


ternall ſaluation before their worldly eftate , prayerth 
thus in their behalfe : Fill their faces with ſhame, that 
they may ſeeke thy name, O Lord, For it fareth with vs as 
jt doth with fooliſh children z for if our heavenly Father 
ſhould continually cocker vs, and neuer crofle vs of our 
wills and earthly defires, we would in wantonnefle and 
inſolency forget and negle him, cafting his Comman- 
dements with proude contempt behinde our backes ; 
wheras when he intermixeth (euerity with loue, frowns 
with ſmiles,and chaſtiſements with his benefits, then-no 
ſooner doth he eftrange himſelfe from vs , abufingour 
liberty to licentiouſneſle,and his gifts ro his diſhonour, 
but wepreſently returne, labour to amend our former 
errors, and ſecke his face and fauour, with the continu- 
ance or renuing of his bleſſings and benefirs, To this 
purpoſe one ſayth, that Godalmighty'dothrwo wayes 
wound thoſe whom he purpoſeth to ſaue'and eure; for 
ſometimes he ſmiteth the fleſh, and mollifieth the hearc 
with his ſcare, he woundeth vs that he may recall vs, 
(when wee _ aftray) intothe way of ſa{uation, and 
outwardly affliterk our bodies, that our ſoules may in- 
wardly 


TT 4xÞ 1. Cups.” 
wardlyliue &c. He killeth. chat he may quicken them, 
and hurterh thathe may heale them-for therefore: he in- 
fliteth externall tripes,that he may inwardly cure their 
wounds of wickednefſe, And ſumetimes ceafing to 
ſcourge vs autwardly,he doth. inwardly afflict vs.in ſoul 
and fpirit, correfting and, croffing the hardnes of our 
| hearts with ic owne deſfires;and yoruly paſſfions; but by 
wounding hehealeth: chem, whillt piercing them with . 
the dart ofhis feare,heinlightneth them with the yader- 
Nanding and knowledgeof the right way, &c. - £ 
An example hereof we haue in the Iſraclices of whom Gel n 

the plalmiGi laith,chat when the Lord/lew them, they ſought y Ss, 
him,and they retarned and enquired early after God,e+c, ode roof 
And the Prophet Eſay ſaith thus of them;O Lord in trou- ;ed by examples 
ble they hane viſited ther,they banepowred ont apraier when out of the 
thy chaftning was vpon them. And this is vſuall to be ob-/cr/ptares, 
{cruedin the hyftory ofthe Tudges and Kings, that when Sa ras 
this people abounded in worldly proſperity, they for- jag 
ſooke the Lord and ſerued idolls; {90 when he afflicted 
them ſharply-for ſuch apoltacy, then they were broughr 
to a fight of their. finnes, they turned vnto the Lord, and: 
repented and humbled themſclues befoarehim. Thus the: 
Nincuites,who by their fwines, commitred in their proſ=:« 
perity, deſerued an vniuerſall defiruQiion, when God 
threatned his judgements againſtthem,turned vnto the 
Lord. with faſting,weeping and praier.So Maneſes,who 
in his flouriſhing .efate had forſaken the Lord, when he 
Was in tribulationpraied tothe Lord bis God, and humbled :.Chro.zz.iz, 
' bimſelfe greatly hefore the God of his fathers. And Saul, 
who raged againſt Gods Saints, when he was throwne AR 9.5» 
downetothe carthand depriued of his fght, be doth in: 
thetime of his blindneſſe;ſeeke and fipd the Lord, who 
ran away from him whilſt he had the vſe ofhis cies, when 
blinded inwardly with an ignorant zecale, he thoughtto 
approachneereſt ynto him. To this purpoſe one faith, 
that God hathchoſentbem whomthe world deſpilerh, 

i... | Kk 3 | becauſe 
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Gregor. Homil. 
36,2 Luc.14, 


Math,22, 


43 in a mh. 
FharGodby effftians firsbererdiguryoniare foe, 
becauſe:commonly when. men-are contemried of the 
world they come herebyrothefightand knowledge of 
themſelues. He-rhat lefthis: father,and ſpentthis portion: 
in riotous courſes,returned'ynto him when he was pin- 
ched with hunger,and if he-had nor hungred he had not- 
returned,for when he felt the wit of earthly things,then 
he began tothinke of his ſpiritualllofſes; So'when thoſe 
who had oxen,farmes,and wiues, refuſed being ininted 
to come to the ſupper;thepoore,weake, blind and lame 
became willing gucfts at the-firſt callbecauſe theſe who! 
are impotent and deſpiſed in the world doe {uv much the 


' more cheerfully heare the word of God, becauſe they 


haue no earthly delights rodiftrat and hinder them.Be- 
fides,the fleſh which is as a notable pull-back hindreth 
our conuerſion and turning vnto God, whilſt we enio 

the world at will, andproſper in our euill courſes, dot 

giue way vmto the part regenerate, when it is pinched 
with croſſes and afflictions, thar it may'by this meanes 
be freed from preſent ſmart,and as the reſty horſe,or the 
refraQory and ſturdy oxe,doe not only, not draw them- 
ſclues, bur alſo pull backe and hinder their yoke-fellow, 
gauling and hurting them with their firugling-and firi-" 
uing;but when they feele the ſmart of the 'whip, or the 


_ pricke of the goade, they goe on forward, and helpe in 
this Gramghrris our Hei and Vargabenne pare gork 


hinderthe ſpiritual man in'all religious'tourſes;” gati- 
ling and vexingit,' when 'it would 0c: forward inthe 
waies of godlinefſc;zbut when it" is whipped andpricked 
for this reluQation and-backwardneſſe,to be freed from 
paine,it is content to yeeld to an outward reformation, 
to turne ynto God, andto' perforrme that! ſeruice vtito 
him, in formality and hypoerifie, which the regenerate 
parr performeth in fincerity and truth. Yea it ſelfe alone 
is ready to make a fained conuerfion, to auoide ſmart 
and puniſhment, cuen;when there is no dramme of Gods 
ſpiritto helpe it forward, meerly out of ſelfe loue, and 
| not 
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That Gedby affillions farthereth our converſe 
not the true loue of God:as we may ſceinthe fained hu- _ 
miliation of Ahas,when he heard Gods iudgements de- 7-King.21, 27. 
nounced againſt him: how. much rather therefore will *?* 
theſe afflictions driue a man vnto God, when beſides 
theſe prickes and-goads in the fides of the fleſh,the 
ſpirituall part doth drag himforward. 

But this will better appeare if wee conſider the Se, ;, 
meanes ofqur conuerſion. Thefirft and chiefe whereof That God by 
is the ſaning hearing of Gods word, of which as the ſpi- *ffifion: fit- 
rit of Godis the principall cauſe, ſceing hee boareth the bs - frope 
care,and openeth the heart, that wee may attend vnto y.,jq of Ay 
it and receiucit; ſoancſpeciall meanes which hee vſeth worg, 
forthe fitting and preparing of our hearts hereunto, is 
affliction and tribulation : for when our former husband 
the world hath dealt churliſhly with vs; reieQed and di- 
uorced vs fromhim ; then are wee more ready to har- 
ken vnto the motion of leſus Chriſt, when-by his Am- 
baſſadours in.the preaching of the goſpell, hee ſucth for 
ourloue; andthe mach. & vnion berwenevs and him,is 
ina good forwardnes, when by rough and vnkinde v- 
ſage,wee are in our hearts and affeRions alienated from 
the word, And therefore the Lord, when wee dote vp- 
_on theſe earthly idols, and will not bce eflranged from 
them, doth ſet betwene vsand them the thorny hedge Hof,a.6.7. 
of afflicions, (as hee ſpeaketh by the Prophet ) thar 
being by this forcible meanes ſeperated from them, 
and pricked withtribulations, when we ſeek after them 
to renew our Joue, wee may art laſtreturne vnto him our 
trueand firſt husband, becauſe, when we ſeruehim, our 
condition will bee much berter, then whileſt wee adhe- BW 
redto the world, when wee heare fromit nothing but 
threatnings, and terrours, we are more willing to hatr=- 
ken vnto Gods ſweete and gratious promiſes, And 
when with Elias wee hauc hard and ſeene, yea alſo haue 
felrand hard onir ſhare,in the ſtormy tempeſt of trou- 
bles, haue becn ſhaken with the earthquakes of dan- 
K k4 gers 
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8, Rs "Lib, 2. 
bat Godby affliffions furthereth our connerſion. 

. gers, andcuen ſchorched with the fire of affligion and 
rribulation, then arc wee wellpreparedto heare the ill 
and ſoft yoice of the Lord, ſpeaking comfortably 'vnte 
vs in the miniſtery of the goſpell, And thus Elihs faith, 

Icb 33 16,17 that Godopeneth the cares of men enen by their corretli- 
& 36.15, ons, which hee had ſealed : that hee might cauſe man to 

. curne away from bis. enterpriſe, and that hee might hide 
the pride of man; and kgeye backe his ſoule fromthe pit, 
and that his life ſhauld not paſſe by the ſword, And againe, 

Aurem cordis he deliwereth the poore in his afflittion,' and openeth their 
mibalatio ape. e701 trouble. To which purpoſe one faich, that tribula- 
—_ * tion openeththe eare of the heart, which.the proſperity | 
proſperiias ofthis world vſually ſhucteth, making it deafe vnto all 
claudit Gregor good admonitions, Yea not only doe afflictions further 
woral.b.26, our conuerſion,as thicy prepare and fit our eares for the 
ed hearing of the word; bur alfo as themlelues are areal ier- 
| mon, whierby God inuiterh vs vnto repenrance;for as we 

' heare him ſpeaking to-vs by his ambafladors in the pub- 

like miniſtcry;{o we may ſee his wil in hisworks& iudg- 
ments,namcly how ouyly and Joathſome finne is vnio 

him,&how much he is diſplefed with thoſe that comir it; 

The cther mcanes of our conuerlion is our. contrition 

8 P74, and.bumiltation, of which as the chiefe caufe is Gods 
T bat God Oy. holy fpirit,applying voto vs the threatnimgs: oftheiJaw, 
u—_ = ra icipaſl meanes which he vſcth are croſſes 
rrition and bg. and affictions. For when the oyle of ſpirituall grace will 
miliatios, not mollifie our iron & brafſte hearts,then doth he melt 
them and make them ſoft andliquid in the fiery furnace 

of tribulation, when as they are ſuch ſiffe andfubborne 
grounds,that they are not fit for tho ſeed of the word, 

then doth he breake vp, plough, and harrow them with 

croſſes and affliftions,that ſo they may become fruitful. 

And whereas naturally we are ſo blinded with ſelfeloue, 

that we doe nct ſee our finnes, and ſo puffed vp with 

pride,that we will not caſt down our ſelifes before God, 

and acknowledge and confefſe them, when our: cies are 

annointed 


RL 
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That Godby affliitions furthereth our connerſrox. 
annointed withthis ſharp cie-ſalue of afflitions, we ea» 
fily difcerne al our former wicked courfes;and when our 
lofty hearts are preſſed downe with the waight of ttibu- 
htion,then doe we humble our'iſelues before God, and 
acknowledge our finnes; ſaying with Danid, Behord here 2.Sam 15,26. 
1 am, let him doe unto me as it ſeemeth good in his cies, and { 
& it not 1 that haue commanded to number the people ? It is | 
een 1 that hane ſinned, and hane committed cuill, &c. and Chron.21.17 
with the Church in the Lamentations, Ir z the Lords1.,e;..; 
mercies thas we are not conſumed, To this purpoſe one © 
- fairh,that it is the higheſt degree of vertue, noc to com- ©! virus 
mit,but roflie ſinne;and the next vnto that is to repent pau Pres 
of ir, when it is commitred.But vſually we neither anoid y;ee,ipeccats 
finne when we are tempted vnto it, nor willingly ac- /ecunde ſalem 
knowledge it when we hauz done amiſſe. And ſo much ?erperrate 
the more deſperately 1s the mind of finfull man blinded, Gr IONS 
by how much the lefſe he diſcerveth the damage ofhis.y; # __ _ | 
blindnefſe, Whereof ir eommeth to pafle through the - 
bounteous mercy of almighty God,that-puniſhment at- 
tending vpon the fault, doth open the cies of the offen= 
der, which ſecurity made blind; ſo as he could nor. 
diſcerne his manifold finnes. For the flotbfull and flug- 
grh mind is awakened and rowſed vp: with the ſmart 
of ftripes; and whereas. being carnally: ſecure it loſt ir 
ſtate of innoceneyand inregriry;being afflicted it conli- 
dereth whether it'is declining and falling. 

By all which it appeareth, that afflictions ſanified s 
by Gods holy ſpirir for this end, arc a moſt:powerfull $ Seft.s. 
and effetuall meanes fos the furthering of our conuer- "HO 
fion;for when neither the oyle of Gods gracious bounty ,,p ps 
wil ſoften & ſupple our ſtory hearts;nor his word, which which Godor- 
rs the ſword of the ſpirit, pearce them; and -when nei- dinarit vſeths 
ther the \weer ſound of his gracious promiſes will allure ? ppm _ 
vsto ebedience,nor theterrible thunder ofhis fearefull 2/1 fa+ 
threatnings will reſtraine vsfrom finne : then inthe laſt 


place he vifitech our iniquities with the rod, and our finn 
with. 
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That God by affliftions farthereth our conterſron. 


with ſcourges;knowing that if our caſe be nor vtterly 


| deſperate, we who haue negleRted his word,will at leaſt 


Ter.$.5.6, 


bereclaimed & reformed with his chaſtiſemets and cor- 
reQions, And this the Lord implieth where he ſaith that 
Ieruſalem,after that he had dealt with hernot only by his 
word but by afflitions and chaſtiſements, did notwith- 
Randing continue in a perpetuall rebellion, and would 
notreturne.[] bearkned (ſaith he)and heard, but none ſpake 
aright no man repented of his wickedneſſe,ſaying what hane 
I done,enery one turned to their race, as the horſe ruſheth 
into the battell, Soby the prophet Amos he intimateth, 
that they were in a deſperate condition, ſeeing they 


_ , wouldnot be reclaimed fromtheir euill waies, ncither 


Amos 4 6.13, 


by his word,nor by affliftions, for though he had prie- 
vouſly puniſhed them with famine, peſtilence and the 

word,yea had exerthrowne them as he ouerthrew Sodome 
and Gomorrha, and had only reſerued a remnant from 
the common deftrution,as it werea firebrand pluckt out 
of the burning ,yert for all this, they had not returned vnto 
the Lord. The conſideration whereof ſerueth firlt for the 
excceding terror ofthoſe, who doe not in theiraffliti- 
ons draw neerer vnto God, forſake their wicked waies, 
nor any whit profit by their correions; for this diſco- 
uereth the deſperateneſle of their cfiate, ſeeing if any 
thing would conuert and turne them vnto God, then 
would theſe afflictions and correions, which becauſe 
they doe nor, therefore are they daily in dangerto be 
oiven oucr of Gad as a hopeleſle cure, and to hauc theſe 
fatherly chaſtiſements turned into vtrer deſtruction and 
helliſh puniſhments, The former the Lord threatneth a- 
gainſt the people of the lewes. Wherefore ( faith he) 


Elay 1.5.8 s ſhowld you be ſmitten any mere, ſeeing you fall away more 


Wis 


and more,and the latter likewiſe elſewhere , The people 
(faith he)twrneth not vnto him that ſmiteth them, wether 
do they ſeeke the Lord of hoaſts, Therefore will the Lord cut 
off from [ſracll bead and taile, branch and ruſh in one day. 

To 


T%R - 429> - Chaps 
That: God by affiibtionsfurthereth onr conttrfion. - 
To which purpoſe one ſaith} that:our: preſent puniſhs Pere preſens.- 
mentifit tutne and conuert: the heart'of the-atflited;/ oye af- 
is the end of foregoing faultineſle;burifit doenot wor PE 
in vs the true feare of od,ir is the beginning of follow- arecedentig 
ing puniſhments.And therefore we are carefully to take autem ad tims- 
heed that in our afflitions werentourt hearts atfd turne rem domini 
ynto the Lord, with weeping and 'moutning; leaſt we proper gs 
change from bad to worſe, andpaſle out of catthly pu ,,.-/rouentis 
| pane ſcque 
niſhments into helliſhtorments, | ec.Gregore 
Secondly it ſerueth notably for the comfort and re- E2ifl.lib.rr. 
freſhing of all, who make profitable vſe ofrheir affliti- rr | 
ons,andare moued by them to forſake their former cuill 5 ou þ 4 
courſes,and to-draw neere ynto God by repentanceand a bel (OE | 
amendment of life, For how happy -may thcy thinke bets | 
 themſclues in their croſles and calamities, when as God which fntber 
thereby doth but clip their wings,that they may nor flie 9% conuerpon. 
from him;and caft theſe rhornes, briars and blockes in 
their way,that they may not goe forward in that plaine 
and cafic paſſage which leadeth to deſtruction, bur 
may leaue this courſe and returne vnto him? how much 
may they thinke then;ſelues bound to their heauenly 
father,if when they are going -like fooliſh children to- 
wards the pit of deſtruQion,and ready to fall into a gulf 
_ ofdaygers,heferterh theſe bugbeares inthe way to'de- 
terre and hinder them from going on,and rocauſe them . 
toreturne vnto him, in whoſe preſetice and proteRion 
they hauealltheir ſaftety. And if when they ate ſnortirig 
inthe ſpirituall lethargie : of carnal} ſecurity, which,if 
they were let alone andleft to their eaſe, would bring 
them to death and deſtrution; they be nippedand pin- 
ched with troubles and vexations,that ſo being awake- 
ned,thelife of their ſoules may be preſerued, and'their 
health recouered ?what cauſe is there of murmuring and 
complaining, yea what cauſe haue we of thankigiuing 
and reioycing, if being ( with Lot) loath'to leaue this 
 Sodome of finne,we be pulled our of it with ſome vio= 
- lence, 


Chap.19. 426 * Bit 
That Godby effiifliznoprenenteth our falling into fin. 
lefixe;; and. be pricked in our fides with theſe goades of 
_affjRion,>to haſten our {peede rowards Gods heauen- 
ly-mountaine, where we ſhall be ſafe fromthe common 
deſtruction ?; How happy may we thinke our ſelues, if 
the pricks of tribulation doe further our converſion; if 

the thotnes of afiiQion pricking our bodies, do worke 

" -* true compunRjon in our ſoules,and prick our harrs ard 

Bene [entibus confcienceswitha ſight and ſenſe of finne, that ſo wee 
 ribulationis may ſceke to haue our wounds cured with the precious 
confixus, 4% halſum of our Sauicuts blood, and by feeling this cem- 
converſec®;  porarypuniſhment , may amendour faults and befreed 
piger f com. from That guiltineſſe which is accompanied with eucr- 
pungers, Mel. laſting death? And howare we bound to blefle thar ne - 
{i cum ſentiure ceſſitie which driueth vs ynto God, not {uffering vsto 
param, corris poe on in ſuch licentious courſes as would in the end 


t eulvam, : : | 
, 5a oy ſerm, Þring vs vnto deſtrution? 


48. 


Cuay, XIX, 


That God vſcth our affiftions as an effeftnall meanes ts 
prenent vs from falling into ſin , as alſo to mortific and 


ſubdxe our corruptions, 

SZ ND thus Gods loue appeareth in our 
$4 6 MN | x  afflitions,as be efethebom for means 
Gabe end why | of our vocation & effeftuall conuer- 
ihe Lord affli- . Fj lion. The ike loue& mercy he ſhew- 
G#eth vs,10 pre- Rn P08 Gi cthvntovs by them, inthar he vſeth 

py vifrom WO EP 5. \£Þ them as his powerfull inſtruments, 
4 6oqaog EA forthcfurthcring of our ſanRificati- 


naturalh incli- 00.3 for at this end God alſo aymeth in his correQions, 
nedio commit as the Apolile witnefſeth, where be ſayth, that hee cha- 
them, fteneth vs for ourprofit , that we might bepartakers of hic 
Heb, 13,10 holineſſe, And this the LordeffeRethby our afflitions, 
whileſt hce vſcth them as meanes to free vs from finne, 
and alſo to furniſh ys with all ſanQtifying and ſauing 


graces, 


1ba | 42773 Chap:rh. 
graces, whereby we are inabled to bring forth thefruits 
of obedience, and: to walke before himinthewneſſe of 
life. Hee'dooth by our afflitions free vs both from the 
outward and inward corruptionof our ſins,not only by 
preuentingthem, thax we do notentertaine orfall into 
them, buralſo by mortifyingthem; when weare alrea« 
dy tainted andinfeted withthem: : Coneerning the for. 
mer, weare (through our nacurall corruprion) ſoprone 
yntofinne, thatif webe left vnto our owne courfes, we = 
are apt to abuſe our liberty vnto licentiouſneſle , to 
turn afide out of thepath'of holineflc and righreouſnes, 
and like vnbridledhorſestorun inthe wayes of wicked 
neſſe (as it were ) withat full carcere :-arid therefore the 
Lord in great mercy byyſending afflitions., dothpur a 
bridle into our mouthes, wherewith hee raineth and 
pullerh vs ww we may not tumble and fall into 
fnne ;\ andſom cth and ruleth vs,thatwe are taine 
co trauell in the righe way, which-wil bring vs vyntohap- 
pinefte, and cannot fatisfic our carvall defires by run- 
ning into the by-wayes of finne, which would leade vs 
to deftrution- Wee are: ready like wanton! Oxen to 
leape into the: forbidden paſtures of carnaltpleaſures, 
becauſe they are delighefull ro our flaſbly appetite ;-but 
the Lord ferteth theſe thorny hedges of rraubles andaf- 
flitions in our way to reſtraine vs from entring into 
them, and that our of meere mercy and'loue,, ſteing 
howſoecuer theſepaſtures are for the preſent, pleaſing ro 
corrupted nature; yet, even now. they ly opentothe 
ends and lightning of Gods fearcfull vengeance;and - 
for the time-to: come, will but fatten andfitys for the 
ſhambles of deftrudtion. And: as they are anhedgeof 
thornes to keep vs from-companying and feeding with 
the Buls of Bafſhan;zeuen wicked worldlings inthe ftelds 
of iniquity; ſoalfo arethey hedges & wals of defence, 
topreſerue vs from the aſſaults:of our ſpiritual enemies, 
and tokeeprthemaloofe, when as otherwiſe they would; 
encoun= 


-; + 
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God by affiftion?yvewenterh our falling into ſin. 
encounter vs with their tentarions. For, whereas wic- 
ked worldlings would haunt vs with their companie, 
and corrupt vs with their euill example, andfilthy come 
munication, if we cnioyed worldly proſperity, and had 
ſuch fulnefle of earthly things , that they might ſucke 
from vsany proficandaqduantage: theſe troublesand af- 
flitions doe make them to loath our companie, ( as 
Moths doe leaue the garments that are imbittered 
with gall) andto flee ourtellowſhip, ſeeing neither our 
ſelues , nor any thing abour ys is pleaſing and delight=- 
full co their carnall appetite, And ſurely this is amaine 
end why God affliteth ys,norbecauſe we haue former. 
ly fnned, but that we may not fin for the time to come; 
not to puniſh vs becauſe wehayge committedir, but to 
prevent vs,that we be not againe ouertaken by it,So E- 
lob,3z.16,17 lihuſayth, that God openeth the eareggf menby their cor- 
rettions, which he had ſeated , you irs canſe man to 
turxe away from his enterpriſe , and that be might hide the 
pride of 2xan,and keepe bach his ſoule from the pit, andthat 
his life ſhoxld not paſſe by the ſword, And thus the Lord 
himſelfe ſayth , that hee would ftop' his peoples' waic 
with thornes, that they. mightnot goc onintheir ido- 
Bernard.de in- Jatry, but returnewntohim, Tothis pou one ſaith, 
teriori devo that God foreſceing , that ſome of his ſe 
F446, (if they were letalone) fall into grieuous finne, dooth 
for their ſoules health affli& their bodies to pxeſerue 
them from it; becauſe it is more profitable for them ro 
be weakned with diſeaſes; that they may be ſaued , then 
co remaine ſtill in health and be condemned: Forthat is 
rnitious health, which leadeth vs to diſobedience; 
andthart is holſome fickneſle , which being inflited by 
God as the chaſtiſement of our finnes , doth bruiſe our 
Rony hearts, and make them to becomemeek and hum- 
ble; An example wherof we haue in 7onas,who when he 
. intendedtofly from Gods preſence, with ful purpoſe to 
regte&'ithe (cruice which he had incharge to perform, 
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was ſwallowed by a Whale , that ſo he might flievnto 
- God, when he could goc no whither elſe, andexecute 
his commiſhon with:boidnes (hauing learned that God 
was able to deliner him out of the very jawes of death) 
the negle& whereof had beena gricuous fin, - And thus 
the Lord taketh away from his children. worldly ho- 
nours, when he ſceth that they would by them be puſe 
vp with pride,and become infolent and vajne-glorious: 
thus hee depriueth thern of riches, when they would be 
vnto them thornes,to.choake and hinder the growthof 
his heauenly graces, or prouecations, and incitements 
ynto- finne ,- or the meanes and -inftirumentes to further 
them in wicked ations, or like camels bunehes hinder: 
them from entring into the firaite gate, which leadeth 
vnto happineſſe. Thus hee takethfrom vs parents, chil-. 
dren, and deare friends, when as(if we ſhoul\fillinioy” 
them)we would make them' our idols, ſetting ourhearts 
ypon, loving, ortruſting in them, more then in God: 
himſelfe, So he depriueth vs of our earthly pleaſures,, 
when he feeth that we would preferre them bore hea-- 
ucnly ioyes; and.cauſeth vs to finde many troubles,cro[e 
ſes and afflitions in the world, becauſe. heeknoxech, 
that if it ſhould -ſmile}and fawne vpon vs', wee would: 
make a paradiſe of the place of our pilgrimage , ſct our- 
hearts and affetions. vpou thelc tranfntoryrrifles, and 
neuer care totrauell. in the way of holinefle and tighte-: 
onſnefſe which leadeth to our' heanenly-country. As: 
therefore the wiſe andskilfull Phyficion ,, doth not on- 
ly apply medicines forthe curing ofdiſcaſes, when men. 
are fallen into them, and reftoratiues torepaire their de- 
caied ftirengyth & to.recouerthejr healtb;hut alſo intime- 
of infeQion,and-when they ſee ſame difterper. in them 
through the aboundipg, of humours;, doe giue, whole-- 
ſome preſeruatiues; and jpreuenting purges, tonin- 
 taine health, & to driue away the approaching diſcaſe :.. | 


ſo doth ourbeauenly Phyſiczop yſe theſe poriops of ff 


a 
fliions, not onlytorecoucrand core vs of the diſcaſes 
of finne, when wee are fallen into:them.; butalſoro 
purge away our inward corruptions,;andfſo to preucne 
theſe deadly fickneſies of the ſoule,: before they haue 
ſeaſed vpon vs,and tofree vs from al.caufes & occafions 
which would otherwiſe bring vs into this dangeraus 
condition; For; as if-we be left vnto-ourelues, andbe 
neither terrified from finne by ſenſe of our owne cha- 
Aiſemenrs; northe terrour of ochers puniſhments, the 
vnregenerate part will grow ſo'carnally ſecure , and 
proudly infolent, that it will eempt, yea pull anddragge 
vs into much wickedneſle; to which-purpoſethe wiſe 

Eecleſ. 8, 1x man ſayth of profeſſed worldlings; tharbecauſe ſextence 
againſt an enill works is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the 
heart of the children of men ts fully ſet in them to doeenih: 

So when we feele the ſmart of our formerfinnes , and 

Cale. - when our ficſh looſeth all the pleaſure ic hath taken in 

"3, 5" theſe ſweeremeares, by the afcer-tafte of theſe ſharpe 

” and bitter ſawces of afflitions, which itis forcedto 
feed ypon, whether it will orno , then It is lefleeo- 
rousfor thetime to come, orat leaſt doth not with thar 
boldneffe giue way to itcarnall appetite,in'fwallowing 
theſe finfull dehicates , when tknoweththar they will 
vpbraideit, with ſuch a loathſome after-reliſh of ſmart 
andpuniſhment.- For as the ſpirituall man feareth only 
ſpirituall puniſhments, and contemneth carnall; as 
namely;the curſe ofthe law, the wrath of God, thelaft 
mudgement, and helltorments; butnot famine, ſword, 
theracke or gibbet, So the fleſh and part vnregenerate 
feareth only theſe corporallpuniſhments, and neglec- ' 
ceth thoſe which are ſpititual{ and erernall * whereofir/ 
is that they wlio are wholly carnall\,'doe ytterly deſpiſe 
allthrearnings of ſpirituall ivdgements, and ran an ina 
headlong courſe of ſinne, viileſſethey bee bridled and 
reſtrained: with bodily puniſhments. "And therefore 
the Lord knowing this , infliteth vpon his _—_ 
he ONS theſe 
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That Gd affiltion promenreth + pſonne, 

theſe outward. crofſes;, thartherebybee maycurbein- 
their carnall concopiſcencetromrlufting aftereuill, from 
whichif che vnregenerateparr were throughly ſecured, 
ie worth beſo itmportunate;andaudacious/indflaulting.; 
andrempting them 'vnto finne; thTrif icdidnoc wholly 
vanquiſhthem,yet it would often foil them-with theſe 
incounters, or at leſt continually trauble them and di- 
furbetheirpeaces 2 on hong Dog JETT 
- :/Phe-<enfideration whereofſhoutd;mouc vs: to beare'5 Sefl.2. 
sll our afflitions with much patienccand.comfort. For _ —_— - 
ifa valiant ſouldiar is-wilting with all cherefulnestorun ;;,, py = 
thtough a world of miferies, rather then he-would bec work: ix vs pe 
yanquithed, and Jed captiue byhiscnimics,if with. pati- tience mn offli- 
enceocebare his þeavie armotiry/indure hunger 'and 19%. 
thirft,heare & cold, ſpendthenighe'inwatching,aad the 

- day in fighting, not reckning of his reft,nor regarding 

wounds; that he may in the.cad put his enimies toflight ; 

and if xhe' wiſe parient is content not onely to ſuf+. 

fer; but to reward his Phyftion ; 'when hee gocth abour 

by birter-pils and loathſome potions, by long-abſti- 

nence and ſtri& diet to preuent diſeaſes when they are 
approaching : then how much more chercfully and , 
willingly ſhould we vidergoecall the miſeries and trou- . 
bles of-this ſpiritual] warfare againſt finne,Satan,and 

the -cnemies of : our ſaluation, when' as they ſerue as 
meanes--and helps, whereby wee are inabled to van- 

quiſh theſe deadly foes, and ro obtainea glorious victo» 

ry? withhow much morepatience 'and-comfort ſhould 

weeat the appointment bf -ourheauenly Phifition-take 

theſe bitter pills arid potions of croſſes and afflictions, 

ſeeing hee vſcth rhew as ſoueraigne preſervatiues to 

keepe vs ſafe and ſound from the contagion andpoiſo. 
nousinfeQion offinne, andfrom fallinginto theſe dan» - 

gerous difcaſes, which would bring body andſoule vn- 

0 cuerlaſting death, 85 | 

And thus it appeareth that che Lord inour affliions 

ry = aymeth 


5 Seft.;, 
That God firſt 
vſeth meancs 
for the preucn- 
tionef pnne ; 
and then [or 
the mortiſyirg 
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aymeth ar-the preventing ofthoſe ſinnes, which, other- 
wiſe if wee werefeftynto our ſclucs, wee would readily 
fallinto: nfoHowethnow further toſhew, that he vieo 
ally 'by the ſame mcancs:mortifieth our -cortuptions;, 
wherwith wearcalreAly defilcd, andeuen ſeperateth 8 
diuorceth ys from thoſe fins vnto which our carnal afte- 
Qions arewedded & vniced. For as the wiſe and faithful 
phifition ſheweth his firſt care in preuenting: the ficknes 
of hispationt;& in preſeruing hito from falling into dan- 
gerous diſeaſes;burif rhrough the abungaceof corrupe 


.humors,external accidents, & efpecially his own ill dict 


and diſorder, he be already fallen into them, then bis>{c« 
cond'careisto applyfirmedicios to cure him, and reeay 
uer his health : ſorhe Lord our fſpiricuall. Phiſttiomzin 
the firſt place giueth vs wholſome preſeruations, to- 
keepe vs in health, and to repell theic difcaſes of the 
foule, thae they doe not.ſcaze yporvs, bur if through- 
the inward: corruption of our nature; the outward ten- 
tations of the world, or through gurowne diſforder:and 
mifdict, negleQing our fpiricuall foode, which would. 
noutiſh vs yntolife eternal], and furteting vpon-carnall 
pleaſures, and worldly delights, wee bee aireadie fallen. 
into the fickneſſe of fnne3then. doth heby fir (though. 
not coothfome} medicins;feek tohexe vs, andtoreces 
ver againe oucſpirituall health, whereinlikea moſtwiſe 
andlouing Philtition heedoth not labour to plcaſe our 
appetite, and delight our rafl;;bur $o:cure our: dilcaſcs 


' which intheir owne nature-are:maſtdeadlyand:to pre- 


feruc/our ſoules from-'cucrlaſting- death: To: which 
purpoſe hepreſcribeth vsa long faſt; after fulics, and 
appointethvs a ſtritdiert,caufing vstorvſc ſparingly, or 
rotally-ts abilaine from worldly dalicates ziwhereon 
formerly we haue ſurfered, or becauſe wee cannot rule 
our appetite, hee doth our ofhis loue & care take them 
from vs, and as it were locketh them out of our fight, 
Yea, ifthis bce not ſufficient forourrecouery, hce doth 

| | vato. 
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"I That Ooty ofeniwetniriite rtifierlr our Fives, _ 

vito theſe privativereinedits,addt pbAfiuethiedicines, 

Tarping away our corrupt hufttors of witkediies, which 
Haile beene bred in vsby otir greedy feeding vpon deli- 
cious pleaſures & ſweere delights with the birter pills 

and Jothfome potions 'of troubles aid afflitions, and 
Faunclithg our fores and impoſtities? sf finne'shd cor- 
Tuption, with thefe ſharp razors arid! keene kiiues of 
outward calamitiesand tribulations, which bave been 
bred and garhered in'vs through jdlenefſe and exceſle. 
Andthus the Propherfaith, thattheLordſbalt waſh the 
filthinerof the danyhrev of Sion fait pits the bleed of Te x, 
ruſalem out of the niiddeft thereof, by the ſpirit of indge- 
mer, and by the ſpirit of burwitg. And that bythe fire of Ezcb.z4.1r, 
affli trons hee will melt, db by melting purifie the 
filthines,and conſe theſtuſmme'of - 7 er Iſre- 
ef.” So the Anh ofrhie Bake of Wiſedomefetth,that 
therefore the Lord chaftened them by Ffitle and little, that gue =. 
offend; and warned them by putting them in remembrance ' © 
wherein they had offended ; a leaving their wickedneſſe, 


they might peleene on bim, © 

- Andturely thele affliftionsand calamitie#ares moſt $ Sefh.4. 
CO and profitable meanes to pull ys with yio- 5, off Dlows 

nceout of our fines, and topurge & cleanfe vs from gpezuely 

our ſpirituall filthineſſe. Accordingtothat in the Pro- move vs tofor- 
uerbes : The blewneſſe of the wound ſeraeth topurge away ſake ſiane, end 
ewills; avd ſo doe ſtripes the inward parts of the belly. For —_ Wibed 
In che time of our proſperity wee hearten our (clues in comſer, wa 
our wicked wer? as ſuppoſing that God liketh and ap- 
proueth, orar leaſt is not much offended with our cuill 
converſation, becauſe all things goe . well with vs, and 

nd incontenience accompanicth our finnes , (the which 
conceitsbring,vsto carnall ſecurity, and to ſuch hard- 

nes of heart, that wee ſhut oureares againſtall admoni- 

cions and teprpofes,and neglteR of Gadsterriblerhreat- 

nings, as though they were a vaine ſounid,and asitwers 

pur paperftior hs _ are brought into affli- 

3 - 
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vnles wee leaue and farſake our former, wickednes, and 
betake our ſelues 0 40em courle.of 4 ; Te doe wee 
beginco loath theſe, {weete meates. of fioſujl delights, 
[when theyare, thus, di lafled PR zbe mo ſacs of 
trouble and afftiion z.and though: beretofore. there 
 hachbecnaleague and friendſhip ctweene our finnes 
andvs; yet now (like malefgRours when they are ap- 
prehended ) we beginge ta, acculc and exclaime againſt 
them, .asthe authors of all mulerics;. 3nd are Cofte 
tcnt to bring.thew out before our iudge to beecondems 
ned,mortified, anderucified, that we by their ruine may 
eſcape puniſhment. . In our proſperity weedoe.not ons 
ly grow cold and negligent in holy dutics, bug alſo lie 
open tothe tentations of Sathanand the world; alſuzing 
vs vnto finne, b _ before vsthe baits of RE 
 vanities;.and though the pure gold of Gods graces re» 
mainein,vs, yet itis much dazeled, if not quite; coe- 

\._  -!»xedwiththedrofle of our corruptions ::and therefore 

. , ©». * theLardisfaineto caſt ys. into. this fiery furnace af af- 
* = + fAlRions, thathereby hee may trievs, and by trying pu- 
rifie vs, burning.and. conſuming away the droffe of our 

Ganes,that wee way ſhine againe inour wonted beauty, 

| $o hee ſ1ith by the Propher ro his fiofyll peaple, { wilt 
Eſa.l.z59, turn my band upo thee,Cr purely purge away th þ 89-4 #1d 


Menit tribulg. fake a4) all thy tine. With: which conſideration one 


tio mee,veniet comforteth himſclfe', becauſe his tribulation was bur 
et purgatio me- his purgation, whereby hee was freed: from. the, 
eAuwafhin of ſinne. For which. purpoſe the Lard. li 
Pal 6r.enar. goldfmith victhche worldfor his furnace, 
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Lib.'2: 437 Char 
That Godby affliltion: mortificth aur finnes, 

wicked menas firaw and fewell to maintaine this. fice 

of afflicion;which doe but- conſume-themſelues whilſt 

they purific Gods cleA(like.good gold ) from the drofſe 

-of their.corruptiss.In the time of our proſperity,though 

we be Gods good graine,yer is our ſpirituall partmixed 

-and ioyned with the -chaffe and firaw of our corrupti- 

.ons,and therefore our heauenly huſbandman doth as 

it were thraſh-ys with the flaile of affliction, and fanne th 

:and winnoweth vs with trialls and tribulations, that 

.being purged and madecleane,we maybe fit forhis own 

ſtore. Whilſt we lie at eaſe and #re not moued, we be- 

come,like ſtanding waters,corruptandnoiſome,and ate 

firtro breed and bring forth nothing, but thoſe ougly - 

toades and yenemous ſerpents of finne and wickedaeſſe 

which viper-like kill and deſtroy them, from whom they 

haue their exiſtence and being; but when we are ſtirred 

and troubled, or haue a paſſage and: current onerthe 

ſands and tones of afti&tion and miſcry,thenare we pu- 

rified from the ſlime of corruption,and doe attaine vnto 

chriſtaline purity, Weare ready in our proſperity like 

iron —_— ruſt in our corruption; and therefore the 

Lord yſeth theſefiles-of affliction to ſcoure away this 

ruſt and canker of ſinne,that we may become bright and 

ſmoothin our integrity and holinefle, and when like - 

clothes we are ſoiled, and become fowle with the filth 

of iniquity,thendoth he waſh and rinſe beateand wring 

Vs in thoſe waters of tribulation, that ſo we may bee z,,Quuec uy 

«made cleane fromthisſpirituall pollution.By all-which, azre /anecar 
Gods loue appearcthin our afflictions, ſecing they tend plege interior. 
not atall co our-hurt and deſtruQtion,bur only.to purific Sic enim ireſ- 
and cleanſe vs from the loathſomefilth offin, and from ©7740 pong 
thoſe foule.corruptions which make both our bodies 1 _— {x 


and ſoules ougly.in.Gods fight;andfit for no place,but fyninteriges 
that dark blacke dungeon of hell and defiruction. So 14ieta inter 


that as oneſaith, he.doth by wounding vs outwardly 97#bed's. de 
patien.urre 


cure ys inyardly,heis eagry jor Mn ent,that he pack contemplcats 


.Chap.19. 3 | Lib.3, 
| Thar affiflion; mortifi bs the lowe of the world, 

be mild and-mercifull forever afrer, he affliteth vs thae 
' he may ſpare'vs, and caltethvsdownetharhe may more 
highly adueunce vs. Neither dowein our part regene» 
rate recciue hereby any hurt and dammage, butrather 
much-profir and benefitt; for whileſt rhe outward man 
d:cayerth, theinward man is reneweddaily, whileſt the 
drotle of our corruption is conſumed, the golden gra- 
ces of Gods holy ſpiritarepurificd, and ſhine more glori- 

Sub maxu ten. oully in the (ightof all men : whileft chefleſh with the - 


' trartificis anri Juſts thereof are mortified and ſubducd, "the ſpirit is reuis= 


mica: M4878 ye, rujerh and reigneth; and the more fiercely our old 
4: poor man is encountred with c:olfesand aflictions, the more 
Ohenre ibipa. weake aſſaults ir giueth to the new man and part regene- 
lea? quam mo-rate, Norneede we,whileſt we arc thus purified, tofcare 
dicum aurum? that the (mall ſcruples and few graines of Gods graces in 
as pr ak 2 vs willbe loft, and periſh in the huge heape of our drofſe 
fox - purgare and chafte.; for (as oncſaith) in another caſe, the lealt 
poſſit, perdere graine of this ſpiritual gould cannot miſcarie vnder the 
nn poſſi, handofſuchancxccllent artiſan - and ſo skilſull and care- 
Aug.ſerm.254+ fyll is this heavenly workeman, that in our purging we 
Tom. 10.  cannotnever periſh. « | | 
s Seft,5, - Andynco this cfhieacy and vertuc of afflictions free- 
That af fliti- ing vs from our fins and corruptions,when they are in- 
Ons _ vs flitcdon vs, we may further adde, thattheyare of nc« 
— - ceſlary vie, as they worke in vs a care and defire of ap. 
for themorti- plying vatoys both-rhefe and all other good meancs, 
'  fyingoſour that we may befreed from them; for though webe in ovr 
, Suey ſoules ficke tm finneto the very death , yet naturally we 
arcſoinloue with our diſcafes, that we never ſceke to be 
cured of them, but rather this fickenelle ſeemetn health, 
and our fpiritual health is ſhunned as a diſeaſe, and ther- 
Chryſefi.iz 1#b-fore (as one ſaith) ſecing when our ſoules are grieuoully 
Hem.37- ficke, we haue no ſenfe of paine, nordefire of remedie, 
but with great diligence ee to caſe the body of the 
lcaft infirmitie ; therefore God forthe finneof the ſoule 


doth afflict the body, that by the puniſhment and __ 
; » Q 


Tib:1. = "0 | Chap.19: 
Thatafflitionrm Hows the lone of the world. 

of che worſec part, the betterand more noble may be mon- 
ed to ſecke afterthe curing of it ſpiritual diſeaſes. Though 
we are much indaungerd by our inward impoſtumes of 
ſinneand corruption, ſolongas we arcat cafe, and:in our 
outward eftate in good plightand liking, we neuer looke 

for helpe and remedy ; but wheorankliog and fcſtringin 

our terrified conſciences and afflicted (pitits, they put vs 
ro grieuous paint and intollerable torment, then do we 
ſue and ſeeke vnto our heauenly Surgeon, andarecon« 

tent that hee ſhould not onelyapplyvnto vs;the healing 

plaiſters of his mercies; but alſo the ſharpecorraſiucs of 
croſſes and afflictions; yea; that he ſhould cur andlaunch, 

binde and ſcare: vs, that bythispreſentpaine, wee may 

be freed from euerlalting torment. 

Finally, though our finaes and corroptions, likefilchy 
Sodomites, doe vexe our rightcous ſoulc and regenerate. 
part dwelling with them, through their impicty; yeeſo- 
are we-madedrunken with their (weete delights, andallus 
red with rhe bewitching pleaſures which do' accumpany 
them, that weare loath, euen when God commaundeth 
vs, to [eaue their ſociety, if we were not pulled from them 
witha diuine violence, and as it wereforcedtoficefrom. 
them; by this fire of afflitions, 

Buras our crofles and calamities ſerue notably for the 
mortifying of all ſinnes, ſo more cſpecially theſe finncs 


5 Selt.6, 
That God by 


of pride, carnall concupilcence, ſelfc-louc, andloue of ,,7 


theworld ; for whereas inthe time of our proſperity, ;, 


we arcapt-notonly to magnifie ourſchues, andito haue a pride,carnall = 
great opinion of our worth and exccllencie, but haue concuprſcence, 


alſo the applauſe of others to-puſfe ys vp, which maketh £4 
pride to goewith full ſayles, hauing gotſo fairea gale of 
vulgar breath and the wind of yaine glory to blow itfor- 
ward ; when' we arc in aduerfity and affliction; we atcas 
much humbled and caſt downe in our owne conceit; as 
inthe opin-on of others, who now as muchnegleRtand: 
contemne ys, as they did before extoll and magnifie vsz 
Te<-#7A L | 4 and 
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Chap.19. 440 EY Lib.s. 
c That God by afflit ions wortifieth our finnes,. 
and whentheſe tempcſis of troubles blow, we (trike all the. 
ſayles of pride, comming then to a true light and vn-- 
partiall yaluation of our ſejucs;, when as beiog ſtripped. 
of worldly ornaments we appearc in ournakedneſſe. And 
thus Elibuſaith, that God opencth the eares of menby their 
correftions , that be might cauſe them to turne from their 
enterpriſe, and hide the pride of man. Soalſo our carnall 
concupiſcence and luſts of the flcſh, are exccedingly. 
ke 00 wr with troubles and afflictions ; for whereas cale 
and proſperity is the fucll of this firc, afflition and miſe-- 
ry is the water wherewith jt isextinguiſhed and quen= 
ched, whereasthat is the daintyfoode and plentiful nou. 
riſhmenr, wherewith the fleſh withthe luſts thereof are 
fed, and the old man made ſtrong and vigorous,this bread. 
of afflition and waterof tribulation, doth pine and wea- 
ken it, ſo as itiseafily maſtered and ſubdued by thefpiri-- 
ruall pare : whereas chat affordech plentifull matter of. 
rentations, and miniſtreth in this ſpirituall warfare weas«.. 
pons and munition vnto this encmy of our ſaluation ; . 
this diſarmeth himof alt his trengeh, pulleth out of his 
hand his prevailing weapons, ,and.ſo-makecth him caſic 
to beoucercome, And therefore, if.when our houſcs be 
a firc, wee are much comforted, if ftore of water bee 
brought whereby it may be quenched ; how much more 
ſhould we be bled with comfort and conſolation, when. 
our ſoules inflamed with the fire of- concupilcence, .have. 


this fice extinguiſhed with the water of, affliftions ?.and 


if, when a pernitious and bloody enemy maketh warre a-- 
gainſt ys,we cxccedingly reioyce,if we can by any means 
weaken him, famiſhing him for want of victualls, andin» 
tercepting his proviſion of armour, weapons and muni-- 
tion: then ſurely-we haue no cauſe of excelſſiuc ſorrow in. 
our afflitions, but rather in this regard mayiuſtly tri-- 
umph with joy; ſecing by this meancs thoſe mortall enc- 
mics, the. luſtsof our ficſh , which continually fight a-- 


| gaiaſt our ſoules, are weakned of their chicfeltrength,, 


fami-- 


Re, OO. 
_ . That Godby dffliftions wortifiet hour ſinnes; 


famiſhed for wantoffoode,and ſpoiled and diſarmed of 


their moſt'preuailing! weapons, The like aiſo may bee 
fayd of ſelfe-loue:, the heate- whereof is exceedingly. 
cooled and abated with troubles and afflittions ; for: 
howſocuer, when we are adorned with worldly ornas 
ments, andcuriouſly painted with the falſe colours of 
pn_—_ like vaine women we admire our:counter- 
ait beauty, and like the young fonhing, wee dotoypon. 
the deceiuing ſhadow ofalying complexicn,as though 
it were naturall and affixed vnto vs by God, and notac- 
cidentall and aduentitious, acquired aad gotten byour: 
deceiving art.and induſtry ::yet when by.outu ard cala- 
mities wee arediſ:roabed of all ourglittering brauery,. 
and haue our falſe colours waſhed away with the wa- 
ters of afflitions; when we are*weather-beaten with- 
the tewpeſts of tribulation, and appeare no better then- 
we are, in eur owne-fauour and complexion, thenas- 
the loue of others-is weaned from -vs, who affctedvs. 
onely for our counterfait beautyand omward bravery, 
ſo dowebegin to loath ourſelues, when looking in the- 
lafſe of-thelawe:, wee fee that all outward helpes haue- 
ayled and forſaken vs, and that-weareleftin our owne 
fowleneſte and deformity. - An- cxample. whereof wee- 
haue in /eb , who though he were butitoo much inloue 
with his owne worth and excellency in his-proſperity, 
as may appcare by bis diſcourſes inthe. time of his affli= 
Qions, wherein he complaineth that his-ſmart exceeded 
his fin , and ivftifiethhirſelfe with:ſome impeachment : 


X Chap.g. bs 


to Gods infinitcrigbtcouſnefſe ;'yet whenathengihbe-, * C 
Was through] - humbled , his ſclfe-loue is turned into Job, 4% 6 


loathing , and-abhorring;himſelfe; be repenteth in duft- 
and aſhes; $ | * 


S'Seft; 7, 


But aboue-all other ſinnes theſealfliRiens aremoſt Thet w# wold 
powerfull and profuable,for the mortifying of the loue immoderately- 


of the world and worldly vanities, vnto whichnatural- 


lovethe wortt' | 
ly we arcſo much addited,” For howſotues theſe earth- . —_— wg 
"mp - Iy 4 by aff, dhidy 


Chap«192 443 ; _ltiks 
Thatuffifkionk artifee in-vs the loxeof theworld, 
ly things are moſt vaineandmomentary, and the loue 
of them not only fooliſh and fruicleſſe, but alſo dange-. 
rous and pernitious z yet is there ſuch. an inſeparable 
leagueandliking/berweenethem and qurcorrupr fleſh, 
that the. child doth het with greater fondneſle cling to 
the mothers breaſt; then our affections donaturally ad- 
here vnto theſe tranſitory. trifles. Yea ſoare we fixed 
and fafined, and:(as it were) glued, nailedand riuetted 
vnmto- them ,' that whileſt we ſecurely enioy our carnall 
loue, and hauethefull fruicioo of our worldly defires, 
we might as eaſily be perſwaded, topull the skin from 
our fleſh, or the fleſh from our bones, as to weane our 
affections from this bewitching trumpet. Now this: 
worldly loueisſuch a dangerous ficknefle, that if wee 
werenot cured of it , it would bringys aclaſt to a del 
ſperate conſumptionin all grace and goodneſle, and to 
cuerlaſting death both. of body and ſoule; forfaith in 
Ged, and confidence in carthlychings,will notſtand to- 
gether, we cannot ſcrue God and Mammon, we cannot: 
loue the Lord and loue the world: for , (as the Apoſile 
ſayth)the amity of the world,zs the emnity of God,andwho- 
tam.4.4 Ffoexer maketh himſelfe a friend to the one, he thereby ma- 
keth hinsſ#lfe an enemy to the other, For though our heare : 
| be a veſſel whickris capable of che liquor of loue, yer 
that. which is heauenly and pirituall wil notbe mixed in 
it with that which-isworldly and carnall; and the more - 
fullitis of the one, the more deſticureandemptyiit is of 
V as es, ſed v4 the other, Anttherefore if we would: be repleniſhed * 
—_— with'the diaineloue'sf: God, we muſtpowre and caſt 
us Te reef outour ynptoficable loue of earthly things. 'To which 
6 Fn ;dquod purpoſe one ſayth Thou arta yeſſell, burſuch an one 
deſigeras, ena='as is already fulhempty out that which thou containeſt, 
eag am*wn. : that: thou maitft-receiuerbat whithrhou defircſt, caſt 
Padyvf1%. oubecholoue afthe world, thatthoumaiftbefilled wich 
oo ws. the lowsof God. y ff 57 (rn 0, 2. / 
_ Ferminis ſuns = Againe, itisthenature of loue to make louers like F 
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T hat affiiftions mortifie in vs the lone of the wor 1d, on 
and totransforme the party louing; as muckas/maybe, 
into the party beloued; ,andtherfore-whoſoruer touerh Sicutcibu ad 
the world, &1n his heart and appetite adhereth ynco ir, beret vaſt in 
i he becommeth carnalrand worldly, if by ſome crofles 4 
and afflitions hee beenot weaned fromir,. Andas the g perdic japo- 
milke or meare, if it be not moued andRtirred; adhercth rem debitum, 
and ſticketh to the veſſel in-whichir is boyled, and1loo- dchitwrque 
fing it owne ſwectneſle and ſauour , receiueth fromir a —_— 4 
loathſome ſent; ſo if wee be not often toſſed and trou- Ped 
bled with croſſes and afflitions,we will eafily in'our af- do aifi move 
fei8ns ſtick faſt ynto the world, and loofing the ſweer tar per afſ/:&i> 
reliſh of vertue and piety, we will ſauour of this ſtink. 9% 14rota'in 
ingveſſell, and ſo become noiſome in the noſtrijs of —_— = 
God :-yea, if we alwaies enioyed the world at will, and -m— | 
had continually ourfill of carthly delights, then would cp.z. 
we neuer care for the ioies of heauen, nar vſc any means. \ 1-449 
to come yntothem; if our earthly houſe were ſafe and 

leaſant, andneither tottering and ruinous, nor haun- 
red with theſe ſpirits and bug-b&res of iniſery and af- 
fiction, wee wouldneuer bee willing to flitand change 
our habitation, but after one leaſe of life were expired,. 
we would defireaboue all thingsto haue another renu- 
ed, and neuercarc to come into thoſe heauenly manſi- 
ons which our Sauionr Chriſt hathprepared for vs. If 
this our pilgrimage inthe world werefull of pleaſures. 
and delights, and had in it no ctoffes or dangers z/:if we 
had alwaies faire way and eaſe iourncies, ſtill paſſed 
through ſweete fields and lowrie meddowes,if wehad: 
merry company and faithfull friends in all ourtrauailes, 
and had not onely dainty fare; ſoft lodging; andikinde 
_entertaintnent at our Innes; butalſs had wealth. atwill 

to defray all charges ; then ſurely would we makea pa- 
radiſe ofour pilgrimage; and never thinke of going for- 
wards towards our heauenly country, As wee may ſce- 
by plentifull experiencein theworld, whers itis hard'to: 
fiade any which are noble,rich,arid aboundingtin carch- 

Ig 
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That the Lord neſſe towards vs, dooth cauſe ys to meete with manie 


b= great mercy croſſes and calamitics, that they may weane vs from 


ſendeth affeit= this fond loue, 
#5 toweare 


Ds from the 
loxe of the 
world, 


Chap,us 444 | 

7 hat afflitions NNN. the loxe of the world. 
pd pleaſures, who would notbe contentto.ſetyp here 
theirreft, if ſo they. might; .and neuer deſire heaucnly 
happineſſe. and eternall glory, Yea contrariwiſe, they 
abhorre death whick ſeparateth them from their earth- 
Iy delight, as the greateſt euill, and therefore are ncuer 
ſo grieuouſly ficke, but. that they would Kill be contene 


- tocnduretheir paine,that they may ſtil enioy the world, 


and are patient of all things but of parting with their 


loue; | 
And therefore the Lord in infinite mercy and good- 


and make vs more ardently affe& the 
ioyes of his kingdome. Hee.cauſeth ys in ourpilgri- 
mage to paſſethrough the thorns and briars of troubles 
andafflictions,to be aſſaulted with.cnemies,and endan- 
geredby theeues ,.tofinde in our-trauclsfowle weather 
and filthy wayes, to bee pinched with wants, and tired 
withlabours , to haftte rude entertainment, hard lodg- 
ing, andcourſe fare in theſe.ourInnes; and ina word, 
hee affliterh vs with fickneſſe and pouerty , withtoyle 
and trauell, hungerand thirſt, cares, feares and troubles 
of miinde, oppreſſions of ſuperiours, andiniuries of our 
equals, that ſo we may loaththe-world where we haue 
ſuch hardmeaſure offered ys, and longtoarriue ſafely 
in our heauenly country,where wee ſhall be freed from 
all theſe miſcries, and enioyperfe&t happineſſe, For, 
.though with [acob we were ſpent with cares,2nd worne 
with labours, yet we could be content to dwell til with 
this worldly Laban forthe .baſe:hire of earthly yani- 
tics ; and though he often decciuc.vs of our wages, and 
-promiſe that which hee neuer mindethto pay, yet ſo 
long as he ſpeaketh vsfaire and fawneth ypon vs, wee 


neuer thinke of leauing his companie; and therefore 
-the Lord.cauſcth this Churle to _—_ -his counte- 


is flattery in- 


nance, to turne his ſmiles into frownes, 
| to 


- Libs 


4b: % _ 448 'Chap.ig) - 
| "That effitiond wrtiþe inve thelouaaf thewerls, -w 
gedy meneeyambuniut opprefſion, thatfo wet 
e-meyodyl lebsb his baſe ſerititudeyandhaue e 
wrpught li) 15 of: returning} 4630 ovriccountric. 'Wen 
art; faree in. loue with.this — ,- and take 
fuchpleaſurein he gar ns of worldly pro- 


likeandonio 
ficz, ang to glutour ſelves with the fleſh-peorrof carnalt 
dcl;ghss, that if With ſomepeect and eaſe wet might ill 
enioy them, and haue loſephr honour and <ftceme ioy- 
ned with ourplenty,wewould geuter deſire t9.comcout 
of this ſcruitude, nor makeany.hafte rowards ourhca- 
venty. Canaan, /And.therforeqbe Lord ſuffercth the ſpie - 
virtual] Pheroob anditheſe worldly Acgyprians torage as 
gainſt vs, to ſpoile vs of aur goods, rob vs of our chil- 
dren,andio-oppreſſe and weate ys out with vnrewarded 
labuurs, that wee may;gronq and;cry vntp the Lord fog 
dcliuerance, earneſtly defirerhat gloxipus liberty, of the 
ſonncs of God, and+raucll more checrfull rowards:the 
holy land ; weadhere to rhe world with ourhearts and 
affeRions,-like the wheate inthe gare,. tothe chafteand 
iraw, and if wee werelet alone, would never part with 
it,/ tjll we wereboth-conſumedia thefurhace of Gods: 
wrath ; and -therefore.che-{.ord in Jaye aadmercy to» 
wards vs thraſheth vs with afflitiens , thathee naay ſe-- 
parate ys fromit,and-preſcrue it from-periſhing. And-as 
the nurſing mother, þeing with childe, defixgth to wean 
her ſucking. infags-fzem her harrfull and ywwholſome 
milke;, and forthe effeRing ofir, thinkephjt;in-vainegin 
reſpetofthechilds fondnefle and ſmgil ynderftanding, 
to vic only reaſons;39 difſwade ivirom rhe breaſt, orto 
tell it, thax.bex mike js vawholfomeand will breed dif 


eaſcs, bur. Lon 1 nc en ypon: 
Gietpe; the bitterneſs whereot heeno foonartafterhs, 
bur he beginoethtoloath hisiformer loue,. and ghough 
þe, wangeth the vſc: of, reafon , yer is taught by:ſeriſe tg 
leaue that which is fo:diftalifull 3 ſarhe.Lordingending 
ro.yeaus 55 fondlings from worldly-delighss pakibes 
Wy mm 
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| 1» 2 rhe Joe df the world. 
net is not:enough (jv repard/ofiouethildiſh dotdge 
CE teoRibond font wiegrovel vaby ielword wh 
madifold miſchiefes accompany '!ourfoctiſhlour ; hee 
doth therefore embirrer rhete pappes of pleaſure with 
the worme-wood "ef affliftions,” and ſo'intermixeth 
wick miſeries our cateall delighrs;' therthough reafon 
will norruteys y'yermleaftbyourTenſeand rafte, wee 
may bemoued to loath theſe earthly vankies, Fe 
regor.epift, - To whicty payes one'{zyth ,that oaraMictions in 
x4 regiſt, in=- the world befall vsthrough the diſpenſation of Gods 
HR.4.cap. 79 moſt wiſe and gracious providence, that whitetGod 
byhis wordand truth, ourof meere lone, calieth vs our 
| of the world; the workd alfo at the ſametimeſhould- 
by che tribulations which itinflieth,alenare our harts; 
and cuen thruſt vs from it : for the minde doth ſo much 
the more cafily eſcape anidiconeout of the tabyrinth of 
worldly love ; 'by how rhuch'the'more Totcibly it is 
thruſt forward when God calleth ir.” For, then doe'wee 
moſt earneſtly defire to leaue the world, andto goe into 
pur _— country, when with £1745 we are perſecu- 
x.King.19.4 tedby it anidfleefor ourliues, Then do we with Paw/de- 
Phil.;,2z fre to: bee difloliied and to bee with Chriſt, when'the 
wortd eſteemethi vs the off- —_— of al things andin- 
flifeth on vs moſt grieuous afflitions; then doc wee 
long afterthe glorious crowne of vitory, when we are 
royled-and tired, foyled and Wounded in the ſpiritual! 
war-fate; tlien do we heartily wiſh to arrive if the ha- 
uen of erernall reſt, when as we areindangered with boi- 
ſerous tempeſts, and toffed and turmoiled'with the 
waues of mifery:then do we defire the end of ouriour- 
ney when wears tired with weary trauaile, paſſe many 
 Gaunpers; 'und finde hard'entertainment in thisfirange 
e6untry. Andin « word,then dowe only with ardency 
of affeftion, ſeek after the fruition of God and the ivies 
_-Sf his kingdome, when being infickneſſe —_ 
comempt anddifgrace, forſiken by friends anc met 
Qs | c 
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Tr And ſuxely bappyib ourcſtateyifac lea, affliions $ Set.g. 


can mouevs ia loathtlic vyorid;androting akertruc The: we dete 
happincſle, vſing alt:good meanesconttaine ynto.it; for #1 = _- 
miſerable, and. 
erfore mach .. 


though in themſdlues they be a moſtpowerfull meanes: 


to weane ys from the:lvnc afcarchly vanities; yet ſo do ;, 
ourhecarrsnarumally:oloznuctgthe world, and fo:grethey wr 
nor: onely :glewed; butenuenpirned and nailed vnto ut, would we of . 
| that the water of afflitions icannor. diffolue and ſeuer:/e@iyif w#.. 
them , bur like the Iſraclites, afterwee have long beenepnga, he .. 
- oppreſſed jn rhis grituous ſeruitude with/innumerable ſe &- = 


miſcries; and through{dids; mercy being deliuered our 


of it, baue ſer our tacesroward the heauenly Canaan,. 


the 


eruy. 


with apurpole to trauell: cowards. cheplace ot ourrefty. - 


we are ready to forget all out:oppreſhops and calamy_ 


ties, our toyleſome:}abonrsandrormenting fripes ind 
fliced vponws by.cherniult worldour former maiſter, 
and | anely:remembuingithe fleſb-pors of caroallplea- 


ſures , and the. tranficoric benefits which wceenioyed: 


in the.laod of our captiuity, wee are weary of our iour-» 


ncy, andrthinke of recurning.into'our former bondage; 
that, fo. wee may: at-gaine our finnckull delights. The 


which we would accordinglyputinpractice,iftheLord . = 


ſhould leauc vs:ynte guniclues, and{hould not onely 
draw vs forward:by his Word and holy ſpirit, and allure 


vs to. gIe ont by his graciouspromiles;, avilby ſetting. 


before vs, a5inamappe; theplesfantnefſeand excelien« 


cy of our:heauenly country 3: butalſo:cauſe the world 
20.r new daily our troubles-andafflitions, to:purſue - 
and perſcoute vs with-frcihtage and malice; and (asit- 
were) to follow vs atthe heckts,and whippe vs forward. 


with new:calamities..” 16 42 . 


 Byal wbichit may appcarcthat HeLordio greatimercy.- 


andlout doth fend vpbys vs theſe.croiles and calamities; 


thathe may hcroby weane vs fromtheliuc of thewoda 
5 W 3c 
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That affuftiovs mortifie in vs the lone of thd world; 
which ts ouangerous and pernitious, vpon whichiwee- 
would vameaſurably dote —_ deftrution, if our.aftes! 

. >, Rionwerenas ſormowhat cooled; yro;euempulled from 

: | jr bythefe yiolenomeance, :For if theaworid being hincy 

' -toouritaltc; isnor foralichis EY om ar I 

4 mer eſt our carnillappetite; how vamecaſarably would we afic& 
main &'14 ir,if id wore (wertanl Coothfame fif chelecarthly habiratss 
puyvins ft 2. Ons being. toetering;rumnous,and cokdy cucry day to oucrs 
teneninbeh;. whelwevs with theirfall; weneuerchelefie defiretodwealt 
fatzr. Duid ac+ in them . how loath would wee be'tolcaue themif:they 
turi S mendu were ftrong and Ratcly;durable and permanerit If we des 
"vi lighe lil{tofayle in chis ſcarf worldly miſcrics, being obs 
eende immun. 20zious to ionmesand tempeſts,wiacksand pracies,and 
di cum decigj- Neuer care to come into the huvenvf happineſie\, whae 
a caw fis- would wedac, ifwebadat pleaſiire quiet calmes;F prof 
ma, cux88 perous winder, afairc paflage and ſafe from all daungers? 
= 1 rake If verake contentmentin-our pilgrimage, and make na 

' Auguſt lib, ge bat votoour heauenly (country; whicn a3-our waic isnot 
{ywbolo, ſo fowlcand full of thornes, ouriourney ſopainefull and 
| and ourineertainementamong theſe worldly 
Cannibais ſo bad& bucbarous; whata paradice wauld we 
eſteement; and whav litele account would weimake of our 
cuctlaſting:rhanlionsifwebad a plcafanrpaſlaye, an calic 
journey, andkindeylage in this ſtrange countric? If-wee 
be found on thisivortdly hatlor being fo-vgly and defors 
mecd;how-would wedote ont if 4r\verc faire and beauti- 
full?Fhiz falſe world deceiueth vs;and yet werruſt ichow 
then would wo reft and reliewyponir, ifirwerefaithfull & 
neuerfailed ys 2le frowneth vpon vs and yer wee affect it, 
howfond therfore would we be on it, if it ſmiled-and faw- 
ned?Jtcrefleth & affliterh vs, and yet we hugpe and im=- 
braceic,O then | how wouldout heartscling 8&ckeaue vn- 
to it, if ic made vs hisdarlings, and did cockerys with fa- 
uors? The Lord hath filted it with, miſcries,and yet we are 
loath toexchange them for ioy & bleſſednefie: what care- 
ropes then'or cables could pull vs from, —— 


+ RT 7 7 eB. "5 2 
of comforts withoutcrofles, & hadns galf iningledwith-/ 
jr (weetnellc ? Itis full of troubles wars,and eontenmtions,,? 
ſecret traitors, open enenics,2and falle friends} andycr 
we grieve when wee thinke of Jeauingie : how waulil wee . . 
thereforeſurfeit of forrow, if inioying quictpcace, ſweet 
concc rd, and faithfull friendſhip; weeſhould befarceg ea: \' 1s 5! 
forgoc it ? wearc flil,whileſt'wee continue inir; tormen»s, **& 
ted with cares and fearcs , ſabiet ro innumerable-dan»| |; 
gers, and haue ſhll in fightrerrible tragedics, expeRing> .-. |. -. 
daily when wee ſhall be catted nut co actour partandycr, 
we cannot with paticncerhink:afour departure; ©! what, +) 5? 
2 death then would departing be; if we were quicrand: fe»: 
cure,haning all that we could deſire, andnottcaringto be! 
robbed of any of our delights ? we are, whileſtwerermaine! 
in this vale of tearcs,ſubicttolicknelſe & pourcrties cone: 
tempt and difgrace, ani;yet we:doe nat{jghand groqne! 
afrer our fulredemption, when-as we thall bee freed from, . _____. 
all theſe miſerics : how fatre therefore would we be from: -\, \. |... 
th: leall defire of cxchanging our collate, if we wete heals @— _. 

_ thyand wealthy, highly honource, and in/all wee devap- ner 74 

plauded with: mens praiſes? Inawordstbeiwgrldperſecer left is pattie 
tcth and killethvs and yet weloueiras ont lives, whatand d.lcedo gue 
1do!l then wouldwe make of it, and how farre would wee rrahitynulti 
preferreir beforethe faluation of our ſoul: 3 if ir dit like _— bee 
andlovevys,cheriſhand deſead vs? Muſt gratioullyhrpes =—_ , __ 
foredoth;:our good Bud: deale withvs whert fering tvs Toefliom ques: 

: befotted with this pernitious loue ,/ hee eauſerb thewald tide impeltirr; 
ro deale roughly with vs, thatſo by ſmartand fenſcof 94i 1mihi® bee 

paine, our minds may be ſomewhat alicnated and weaned  _ wk 
from it. And chrice happic arewe inaur greate(} afflich, as Pak 

-ons, if Gods fpirit wotking with-thew , 'thixy -heconfe cere in boc 
meanes to make'vs conterwne the werld , as being-init wurde aliquid 
felfe vile and of no worth, and vnto vs a dangerous and 79 fermiliun? 
mortall enemie; orar leaſbdoe ſo moderate and,qualifie ©'*9”* epiſt. 

: ot, ex Reg fer. lib, 

.the heate of our loue, thatit docnot cxcecde hates 4 Indift, 13. 

God and ioycs: of his __ » Nor. hinder 68 irom e1p479, 

m viing 


Lanza 
#7 j " 
as {: \ F 


vingany goud megneswhereby! we may attaine vato the 
 fraitionof:them...- Hr 1 1: | 

:  Andchusdocafthi tions. notenly mortificour carnall 
s Se, x ©. lofts, butalſo our. worldly loue , preſeruing vs from lu- 
That the love (ting and longing immoderately after theſe carthly vani- 
of the world if ties, and contegnantly-loqui many ſnares of the Deuill 
4 ortifi pn; with whichwe thoutd cafily-be incangled, if-wee were in 
vs would bi... 1oue With theſe alluring baits. For if wee were lefero our 
174) v5 ts the owne libertie, wewouldlic open to.ionumerabledangers, 
temptatioss andlikefilly birds bungring: after our worldly pray,, wee 
of the dinell, - gguld be ready:to ſtoopeto.cuery baite which Sathan,like 
acunniag-fowler, layech before vs, and ſo bee catched in 
his nets of perdition. From which dangers the Lord pre- 
ſeructh vs whilcſt hee: yſeth afflitions as a cage to keepe 
vsfrom our hurcfull libertic , abd coreſtraine vs from the 
| ſceing, deſiring, or preying vpon: theſe baitcs of deſtruRi- 
| Greg moral, ON. To which purpole one faich, that Godin his infinice 
1.b.33.c4p.37 Wiſedome doth threaten, corre andkeepe ynder with 
paincſull labours. his molt faichfull and beſt deſeruing ſcr- 
.  .._____uants, becauſe heſccth thatif theyinioyed caſc andliber- 
Ann . tie,theywouldlye open tothe wounds of their ſpirituall 
' + _  ..enetnies,, Andthercfore heeexerciſcth them outwardly 
with ſtripes andlabours, that they may not be pearced in- 
 wardly with the fieric darts of the Deuils tentations. 
_ Whilelt weinioy the proſperity ofthe world, we are caſi- 
; Iplulleda ſleepe iy carnall fecuritie; and then as wee may 
- beeafily wounded with Sathans tentations, when we doe 
not ſtand vpon our owne defence; ſo are we cafily rohbed 
by this ſubcill theefe of cheriches of Gods graces; for 
thenithey are pulled 'from vs at vnawarcs with the leaſt 
.. ſirength of tetations; yea(asitfargth withthem who ſleep 
ſoundly and ſecurely) forgetting what iewels-wee hold in 
our hands', weo- let them fall of our fſelues , though no 
.outward- vio/ence ſhould: plucke them from vs. :: Bur 
x - . when-wee arc kept waking withtroubles:and-afflitions, 
' .. - then wee watchouer theſe ſpiritualereaſures, cpa ra 


Lb. 2. 45) ©  Chopilg. 
Thit Gothby affiifivons woveifierb one fans; wil 
ſoffer $#thut'toſpoilevaof cher by bis chreuifii fle 
nor to pull thetn' way by force und violence; burthe hare 
der the Diuell draweth, thie faſter we hold chemere tur 
heſtly hee indenoureth todifroabe and Miipve of rheſe 
rich ornaments of ſpiritual] gifts ,the more carefully ve 
wrap them about'vs; ad the more feruently we implore 
the Lords aide,whenwee finde our ſclues vhrablero with» 
ſtand his might. FONTION Volt! 


By all which it y_— , thatthe afflitions of the $Selt.rr. | 
FC 


Faithfull are vſed b 


od as a'norable means, toftreng- That we are” 


then and defend vs from the ſpiritual enemies of our ſal. much torcionee . 


uation, and to heale thoſe gricuous wounds of finne 


in affliFjons, 
ſeeing God v4 


which we getinthis ſpiritual'conflit, The confideta-/,, 50. 

tion whereof ſhould make vs beare all out croſfes and wiance ro mors 

calamiries with patienceand anarwrrs by with joy and tifie our ſmnet, 
ſ 


thankſgiving , feeing by fuffering cheſc ſmaller cuils of 
preſent ſmart, wee are freed from theſe gteatereuils of 
finoe and corruption , which if they ſtill continued and 
lived in vs, would makeys obnoxious, not onely to 
Gods temporaryplagues and pnniſhments, but to cuer- 
laſting condemnation of body andſoule.. For are wee 
vexed with ſicknes, & pained with outward griefs ? Ler 
vs beare thein with patience, ſeeing Godby the ſicknes- - 
of the body, doth curethe ſoule of more defperate diſ- 
eaſes; and much better itis to bnrne with the heate of 
@ feauer, then with the heare of fmfull concupitſcence, . 
which will inflame againſt vs Gods fearefull wrath, and: 
 everlaſtingly butne vs in the fire 'of hell, Are weein- 
painefull feruitude and fubieRion, and miſuſed and op-- 
preſſed by thofe who rule ouet ys? let vs beare all with - 
comfort, ſeeing God hereby doth free'vs fromthe fer- - 
vitude of frrne; and much berteriit is to be feruants vn- 
to'rnen; then to be faues to our ownevices;. for thatis 
temporary and wil foone haue ant erid ; but the ſlauery 
of fin,maketh vs to become alſo Sathans bond-men,our - 
ef whoſe thraldome if we eſcape not in this life, by rrue- 
Mm.2. repen=- 


Chap.t9. | 4922 \_. LTib:2z 
That God by affiitions martifieth our finnes, 

repentance; we ſhall by this tyrant be for euerembon-+ 
daged jn.tlie priſon ot hell; are wee ſpoiled anddiſps- 
£eſledof aurworldly riches, and are wee pinched with 
-povetty ,.and want earthly neceflaries ? let ys bee well 
contented with Gods good pleaſure, ſeeing by theſe 
worldly wants he preſeructh vs from ſpirituall penury, 
andzaketh away from ys theſe momentany trifles ,” thas 
Sathan may notrob vs of our heauenly treaſures: when 
we hauc it our bodics wounds or deepe feſtered ſores, 
we yoluntari'y ſend for the Chirurgeon, ard yceld our 
ſelnes into his hands to be vſedat his diſcretion, for the 

+ effeRing of the-cure; weare content that he ſhould not 

'" only apply-hcaling plaiſters, þut tormenting corraſiues, 

. and that hee ſhould ſearch our ſorcs. to the botcome, 
launch and ſcare, yeacutof a member for the preſcrua- 
tion of the whole body : And fearing leſt we ſhou'd nor 
haue courage and ſtrength enough to endure theſetor- 
tures, we are willing to bee bound, that wemay not by 
our'{trugling and Ririuing hinderhim in his courſes : So 
when weare diſcaſed we craue the hepe of the learned 
Phyſition,and are content forthe curing of our ficknes, 

. to follow his direction, to ſwallow bitter pils & loath» 
ſomeporions, to vſeſtrif dict or totall abflinence, and 

to cate, drinke, {leepe anJlabour, not according to our 
appetite and nacurall diſpoſition , but according to his 
dircQionandpreſcription; yea, all this we not only pa- 
wider ſratres ently endure , bur are ready to racine their paines 
mc i» its With thankfulnefſeand reward, Andthereforeif in yn« 
linguorivus certaine hope to recouer the health of our bodie, whick 
eorpors, quata can laſt but for a moment, andis ready preſently after 
bomines1o'*- the cureto languiſh againe, falling into atelapſe ofthe 


rent, uv? penros : O ; y 4 
#4 if oe oldgriefe, or into otherdiſcaſes more dangerous then 


| moriantur, > they, we are content to endure all theſe miſeries at the 
has paxcos dies appointment of mortall men, who often are vnfairhful, 
zncertor, 0c... ſeeking more their owne gaine then our health, and of- 
Len ynskilfull; neither trufy knowing the nature of our 

L's dif. 
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That Godby affitions merrificth ob fines, ” 
diſeaſe, nor the meanes how to cureit : How much 
more ſhould we withall alacrity and checrefulneſlc, en- 
dure-any croſſes andaſflitions, when they are vſed as 
medicines and ſalues by our heauenly Phyſtion & Chi- 
rurgeon,for the curing & healing our ſoules of the dan- 
gerous diſeaſes and ſores of fin, which would bring vsin 
the cad vnto cuerlaſting death ; ſeeing we are certainly 14eo Domine 
aſſured that he will by this meanes rccouer vs vnto per Percv's ui ſa- 
fe and neuer-decaying health; as being moi faithful 7:49% @ 96: 
and carefull ouer vs, andin his wiſdome and skill inft- — abs 
nite and all-ſufficient for the effeting of the cure. Its | 
Let vs not therfore look ſo mucho ourpreſent ſmatt 
as to our future health;;not to the painewe feele; but to. 
the eaſe and comfort which we aſſuredly hope for, and 
conſidering that the Lord woundeth to the end be may 
heale vs,and kjlleth our bodies with a temporary death, 
to preſerue boggagns ſoule from death everlaſting : Lec 
vs toyfully ſub mu our ſelues vnto his will, crying out 
with one : O Lord here launce and ſearc mee, ſothar cad 
thou wilt be pleaſed hereafter to heale me, Our Phyſi- ,, ;;. pany = 
fition doth make theſe outward bliſters in our bodies, in pofierums 
to drawe out the poiſpnous corruption that. is in our ſazes. 
ſoules, and dothtrouble vs a little (as it were) vvith 
ſome ſpeciall itch or bleach in the skinne, that hee may * 
free vs from the inward putrefaQRion of ſinne, and Miay 
the heate of our inflamed concupiſcence : And therefore 
let vs endure that which he impoſeth with patience,and 
neuer murmuragainſthim for effeCing his cure;knowe 
Ing thar it is but childiſh folly ro abhorrethe medicine 
more then the diſcaſc, and that we count them madde 
men which rage againſt the Phyſicion , who intendeth 
their recouery. Let vs rather rejoice that the Lordis 
contented to miniſter vnto vs, becauſe,ſceing he vnder- 
takes to curevs by theſe medicines, itis aſigne that we! 
are not paſt recouery; for when in our diſcaſes our c- 
ſtate js deſperate, he leaueth vs to 0ur;owne appetite, to 
| + hauc 
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That Godby affiiftions mertifieth our finnes, 
hane what our hearts can defire, and to take our fil of the 

pleaſures of finne : whereas hee giuech bitter potions, 

and preſcribeth a tric diec, launceth and ſeareth, capte- 
rizeth and cutteth thoſe who are curable and likely to. 
Hicron,inepiſh, recouer, And becter it is (as one ſayth)) to ſuſtaine yn- 
| adegrotims- der the hands of our Phyſition a tranſitory torment, 
mewn T4 then forfaking him and refuſing themeanes of our re- 
couery, to incurre ſuch a puniſhment as will cuerla- 

ſingly vex vs with helliſh tortures, For theſe medicines 
of afflitions put to'paine thoſe whom our Phyſicion in. 

loue intendeth to cure , who by gricuing vs freeth vs 

from our griefes, &c: and by hurting cureth ys, that 

our health may be endeared by 'our former heauincſſe, 
But thou wiltfay that thy affliftion is ſo greeuousand- 

$Se.12. intollerable, that there can be noplace for patience in 
Fbat or erie- the bearing of it, To which I anſwere, that if thy affii- 
© & _ Con be greeuous,ſo likewiſe is thy &gpe; for the Lord. 
grievous fas, Our heauenly Phiſition and Chirurgeon, fitteth his me- 
decines and meanes of curing, according to the nature 

and quality of our diſeaſes atid ſores : Andas earthly. 

Phyfttions vary their remedies, according to the ſtate of 

their patients and nature of their ſickneſles, giuing vn- 

to one pentlepotions , and to another firong purgati- 

ons; and as Surgeons out of their skill and diſcretion. 

apply vnto ſmall cuts healing plaiſters, but when they. 

meecte with an impoſtume or deep feftered wound, they. 
cauterize and launch, ſeare and burne : ſo the Lord for. 

the curing of leſſer corruptions infliteth leſſer croſles, 

and for thoſe finnes hh are hainous and enormious, 
more greeuous miſcries and more heauy calamities, An: 

example whereof wee haue in the people of Iuda, who 

for their outragious finnes had heauie puniſhments in- 

ler.30,14.15 flicted on them.. 1 hare ſtricken thee (ſayth the Lord) 
with the wound of an enemy, and with a ſharpe chaſtiſement 

for the nen/titmdle of thine iniquitics, becauſe thy ſinnes were 


irereaſed .:. Why eryeff thex for thine affliction ? thy for- 
| 7 row 


Chap. 


Eb - wor __  Chapag/ 
That Godby afflilions wertifieth our fines, " 

row is incurable , for the multitude of thine iniquities, be-- 
canſe thy finnes were increaſed, T haze dongtheſe things vn- 
to thee, Look nottherfore ſo muchto the greatneſle of 
thy ſmart, as to the hainouſneſle of thy finne, not to 
the bitterneſſe of the medicine, or, the torture of the 
corrafiue, butto the deſperatneſſe of thy diſeaſe, and to 
the deepneſle of thy feftered wounds for (as one ſaith) pole fagetli 
the griefe of affllion is much qualified, when as wee femperzrur, cis 
ſee and acknowledge the greatneſſe of our finne , euen ©%P4 cogroſct- 
2s cuery one doth more patiently endurgthe launcher oro hy 
ofthe Surgeon,the more rotten and fettered he ſeeth the i 
ſoreto'be, which is cut and ſearched; and the heauier cipztientins 
we feele che burthen of finne; the more light wee ſhall /oleret,quan- 
finde the burthen of afflition, Yea, (wilt thou ſay) bur [9.742% PH. . 
my ſinnes are not ſo great, nor my ſores ſo incurable, ,;; —_ 
that I ſhould neede ſuch ſharperemedies and grieuous jece! e+c.quic 
afflitions to bee freed fronvthem; Ianſwere, that thy per boc quod 
Judgeis able to diſcerne of the greatnefle of thy faults, 4p P9ndm 
and thy Phyfition of the diſeaſe, betterthen thy ſelfe J_—_ 
who bceing a party and Patient, art blinded with ſelfe- jeyigatur, 
loue, and partiall in thy iudgement. -Either they thy Gre. marallib, 
finnesare in their owne nature heinous, orare aggraua- 19.642.5o  , 
ted by circumſtances, being commited againſt know- 
ledge and conſcience, orexemplary to the ſcandall of 
others; they are great in themſclues, or through the 
hardnefle of thy heart, hard to be cured, ot being ſmall 
alone, they are net ſmall co thee; ſeeing thou wilt by 
no meanes part with them , but refolueſt till to conti- 
nue in-them. For, as a man holdeth faſt in his hand a 
ſmal ſtaff, when as a great poſt is eafily pulled from him: 
So do we oftentimes retaine our leſſer fins with greiter 
pertinacy,then our mote hainous offences, and ſo make 
_ them grieuous by our perſiſtinginthem, which were 
more light in their owne nature, Neitheris there any 
thing that doth more aggrauate our fins inthe fight of 
God, then whenthey are ioyned with impeniteney,and 

M m 4 an- 
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That God by afflitzons mortifieth our ſinnes. ; 

anſwerably norhing doth more incenſe him vnto wrath, 

or draw downe ypoen vs more heauy iudgements;accor- 

ding to that ſentence, ſo. often in the ſamechaprer res 

Leuit,26.21 peatcd : If yewalke ſimbbornely againſt me, andwill not o= 

bey mee , { will then brirg ſcauen times moreplagnes vpor 

ou, according ts your femnes. Yea, (will ſome {ay) but 

mine aftjictions are not only grieuous, butalſo in their 

continuance long & tedious. 1 anſwer,that as thou ma« 

keltthem heauy through thine impaticncy, ſo thou ma« 

keſt them long by continuing in thy (in; for,our affifti- 

ons arc light, or they are not long, cither they may bee 

bornewith ſome eale, orelſe they are foonetaken from 

vs: Howſocuerit is, aſſure thy ſelfe thar whethes they 

are light or heauic, they continue vpon thee, not for 

want of mercy in God to eaſethee, but for want of 

grace in thee which might make thee fit ro finde eaſe. 

For, ifthy ſores of finac were healed , there would bee 

| no neede further to apply. theſe falues of afflitions; 

"4 If thy wounds were open and the core of corruption 

drawne out, thine heauenly Surgeon would not lay vp- 

on them ſtilicheſe corrafiues of calamities. If rhou were 

throughly cleanſed from theſe corrupt humors of finne 

which overthrow thy-ſpirituall heakh,, 'thy Phylition 

would not vex thee with any mare (irong & loathtome 

medicines : but though theſe ſalues haue bin often ap- 

plicd, yet thy-ſores are ſtil feltered in the bottom;thogh 

thou halt already. drunke many potions of troublc and 

afflitions,yetthemelancholicke humours of fin, axeſo 

4 FI rough, and ftick ſo faſt in the inward parts,that they arc 

—— yer purged away, And therfore though thou calleft 
mento poſizus p 

vrerisſecaris, 2nd crieft to have the corrafiuves remoued, and to, haue 

Clamas,non no morc of theſe loathſome purges of tribulation and 

audit medicu miſery minifired vato thee; yetthy heauenly Surgeon & 

- Sp awagng; phyſition having vndertaken to cure-thee, and not to 


ſed anne pleate thee; continueth ftill the vie of theſe meanes till 


El 
Lo 


P/2ri.exarrat TY fickneſſes and ſoxes of finne- be ſufficiently vealed, 
: YA | an 


Lib.2. 47  _ Chap.1g. 

That Godby affliftions mortifieth ourfinnes, | 
and therefore though thou crieſt and calleſt for eaſe, 
yet he heareth thee not,according to thy will, bur ſo asit 
will agree with the recouery of thy health, 

Whatſoeuer then our aftliftions bee, and how Jong | 
ſocuer they continue vpon vs,let vs labour tobearthem 5 $22.1 ,; 
with paticnceand comfort,ſeeing we are naturally fick That if we ex, 
in finne,and ke that made vs,beft knoweth how to cure dire much 
vs. He vnderſtandeth our ſecret infirmities and inward 75 ?4/hence 
diſcaſes,and well knoweth how to apply fir meanes for — 
our recouery,and whenit is beſt for vs to haue them ta- wyxcb more 
ken away. We truſt earthly phyfitions, though they com. (bout . webrare 
mit many errors:for( as one faith ) chey that goe about /obe freed from 
tocure vs,did not make vs. How much more then ſhold pus gh : 
we commit our ſelues into the hands cfGod ? who hath aython. affing. 

4 . geſt.in P[@, 
made our ſoules and bodies;and therefore well knoweth 102, Exarret. 
how to re-create that which he hath created, and to re- 
forme that which he hath formed ? we ſuffer ynder the 
hands of men- certaine torment for vneertajne health, 
and many,whiltt they are drawne on with of: hopes, 
die vnder che hands of their ſurgeons and phyſtions; 
or if they recover,their lives arc but repriued fora few 
dajes longer : what therefore ſhould we be content to 
ſuferar the appointment of our heayenly phyſition, for _ 
the cuerlaſting health and faluation of body and foule, 

ſ eng he is ſoinfinitely wiſe, that he can neuer be decci- 
_ned, andfo all-ſufficicntly skilfull, that he neuer miſta- 
keth our diſcaſcs,or his medicines, nor euer failethin 
effeQing his cure? Though we much eſtecme ourgold ,,,, 
| h S j me pouit 
yet we w.Il1ngly commitirto thefiner,that he may caſt, 7... 
itinto his furnace and purific it from it drofſe;and yet his ;ubeor ego tote, 
$kill may faile either in not: throughly purifying the reregnoue 
mettall,that ir may abide the touch,orelfe in refining it #e purgare. 
more then enough;and ſo waſting in' Read of purifying A_——_ P/e 
it:much more then let ys commit theſe treaſyres of our * — 
ſaules and bodies into the hands of this heauenly work- 
-manzfor thougthe caſt ys into his furnace of aſh ions, 
; rc 


- 


Math. 3,12, 


1.Cor.11.33, 


Chap. 19. 453 Lib.z. 
That Gad by afflitions mortifieth our ſinnes, 
itis not to hurt vs, bur to purifie vs from. the drofſe of 
our corruptions. And he that is not purged inthis fire, 
but burnt and conſumed with the hear of impatiencie, 
he is to be eſteemed chafte and not gold, and hath iult 
cauſe to fearcyleaſt aftet he is conſumed in this tempora- 
ry blaze of tribulation, he ſhall with the chafte, that the 
Baprilt ſpeaketh of, be caft into that vnquenchablefire 
of hell. The Lord now iudgerh vs for our finnes in this 
life, and his iudgements are heauy and diſtaſifull to 
flcſh and blood; bur let vs not be diſcouraged,for the 
end of them is,that being chaſtiſed for our ſinnes of the 
Lord,we may vnfainedly repent of them, and ſo may re- 
ceiue pardon and forgiueneſle,and not come into con- 
demnation with the world. In regard whereof we baue | 
iuſt cauſe to account it the heauielt judgement, not to be 
at all thus iudged of the Lord; for our heauenly phyfiri- 


> ltie queſu/- on miniltreth this phyfick of afflitionsrto al his patiencs 
pendnur in fine ficke in — to thoſe whoſe diſeaſes aredeſpe- 
; gr4wtor ſernd- rate. Our gracious father chaſtneth every ſonne whom 


tar.Gregor, 


Hoſ4.t 4ho 


- they are whores; namely to reclaime them b 


he recciuerh,and leaueth none to proſper in their wic- 
kedneſſe, bur thoſe baſtards whom he purpeſerh to difin- 
herit of that heauenly patrimony, reſerued in ſtore for 
his owne children. Our Lord and maſter correQeth in 
the familie the faults and hainous crimes which are 
committed by his ſeruants, or elſe his purpoleis to turn | 
them away,and to reſerue their ſinnes to be puniſhed at 
his great afliſes. And therefore God threatneth it as an 
heauy judgement againſt the Iſraelites, that he would 
not 5 has them for their finnes,] will not (faith he ) viſe 
your daughters when they are harlots,noy your ſponſes mow 
y father] 
chaſtiſements,that they mightnotrun on ina ran 
courſe which wouldlead to deſtrution. In regard wher. 
of,the eftate of finfull man is then moſt wretched, when 
continuing in his finne he is exempted from puniſhment, 
For as thoſe who are ficke of the gout and dropfic;are 


then 


Lie 459 Chap, 
That Godby affiitions mortifieth our fines, 
then in the moſt miſerable condition, when they vſe 
excefſiue diet and haue plenty of delicate wines, and Duiededaver-_ 
pleaſant drinkes to pleaſe their ynſatiable appetite, bee fir lara 
cauſe by all thefe dainties their diſeaſes become more ot ft 
deſperate; whereas contrariwiſe,they are mitigated and proximus, 
cured by hunger and thirſt, ftrifdierand ynpleſant phy- 9naxt# x2lo 
ficke : So, if being infected and taimed with finne and 4/cipline, in» 
corruption, we notwithſtanding proſper in our wicked. *** be 
neſſc,and ruffle it outin worldly pleaſures,our caſe is ſo 
much the more dangerous and deſperate, becauſe theſe 
worldly allurements doe but increaſe our finnes,and ſo 
ſertle & harden ys in our cuill courſes, that we can hard- 
ly by any meanes be cured and recouered; But if God 
admirteth vs inco his hoſpitall, and miniftreth vnto ys 
the phyſicke of affliftions, reſtraining our glutrenous ap- 
petite, and withholding from vs theſs carthly vanities 
which doe bur feed and increaſe the diſeaſes of our 
ſoules;then haue we great cauſe of comfort and thank(- 
giuing,ſceing we are hereby put into aſſuredhope of re- 
couecring our ſpiritual health, and of continuing till in 
the life of grace, varill we be admitred into the life of- 


glory. 


nu.Gregor, 


Cuay, XX, 
That God by affliftions increaſeth in vs all his ſpiritual 
graces,and firft thoſe which are ſeated in the vnder- 
ſtanding, | zo 


FPASY2SHND thus haue I ſhewed how the Lord v- SeF, x; 


V feth afflitions as a notable meanes to The! «fflifl}. 


SPS free vs from our finnes:It now felleweth 0 ee 
© that Ialſo ſhew,that he doth by themex- by exge 
1 K — ” fpuepreſerue is 
FJ! erciſe and _—_— , multiplic and in-y, gpreſe ſaving 
9 creaſc invsaltchriftian vertues, and the graces, 


F\\ 


4 
. 


fanRifying & ſauing graces of his holy ſpirit, To which 
purp! 


we argto know;that as the maſter of the maſte- 


ries: 


Lib, 2, 


Chap» 19. 460 
That God by afflitions increaſeth 
ries will not ſuffer his ſcholars ro ſpend their time in 
idleneſſe, but kecpeth them in continuall exerciſc,as. 
running,wraſtting, leaping, fencing, and accuſtomerh - 
their bodies to painfull labours,to keep them in breath, 
and not only topreſerue their ſtrength and agilicy, bue 
alſo to increaſe it;lo doth the Lord exerciſe the faithfull. 
in this world,as in a ſchoole of maſteries, making them 
to wraſtile and ſtrive with croubles and affliftions, thar 
he may hereby both confirme & preſcrue the irength of 
his ſanRifying graces in them, & alſo increaſe and mul- 
Torpeſcievirtms tipliethem by this ſpiricuall exerciſe; wheras they would 
vb; certamn 1anguiſh and grow taint with floth andidlenefle, For as 
defuerit, + fe- it fareth with the ſtrength of the body, ſo alſo with the 
cile beſts mali- yertues and powers of the mind; th: more they are diſu- 
t'a coaleſcie, (a4 from labour,and reſt at their caſe withour an enemy, 
f poeſcar Fi the more weake and impotent they daily grow, but the 
pug. nd 
nents Chryſaſt More they are exerciſed and afſaulted,the more they are 
deinterdia, [{ftrengthned and confirmed. And as the trees which are 
a1b:r#ſers. toſſedin the winter with tempeſtuous Rlormes,do theree 
by take the deper rooting,ſo Gods graces are not ouer« 
turned with theſe boiſterous blaſts of trouble and affli- 
Rion,but are the more firmly rooted in vs;and the more 
that the fleſh is weakned by them, the more Rirong we 
2.Cor,4.16, growin the ſpiricuall part; and ehough hereby our out- 
ward manperiſheth, yet the inward man is renewed daily, 
YNewriumvite If is truc that whilſt we arc in this combar of afflitions, 
xofire agitati- Wearied with labours,and tyred with reſiſting; this ſpi- 
onibus gaudet; rituall ſtrength doth not ſo ſenſibly appeare, but rather 
ſole trenquill> ſeermeth to be abaced and weakned(cuen as italſo befal- 
— twbaisr. \eth vs in the exerciſes and contentions of the body) 
pet enm bean 
curſua ceſſue- bur yer after the confli& is ended, our ſtrength vpon a 
tibu vents, little reſt is preſently renued, & becommeth much more 
pericliatur fs abic and aftiue then it was before... Yea ſometimes ic 
{4 1 - conmethto pR——_ afflictions like a cloude doe hide 
-+ ptr wy :* outof our fight the bright beames ofthele ſpirituall 
grotum ani. graces,and theſe miſcrics and calamities, like aſbes, co 
©#" epiſt.T,4. © | o yer 


Lib.2, 467 + Chap.26 
i vs his ſpiritueltgraces, 

uertheſe ſhining and burning coales of Gods ſaving 
gifts,ſo as neither their heat nor light is diſcerned by 
the outward ſenſe, but whilſt they hide them, they alſo 
preſerue them, which otherwiſe would be more ſubie& 
rowaſting and going out,if they didlic open to the out- 
ward airc of worldly proſperity, 


Yea theſe croubles and calamitics doe not only con- Se, 2. 
firme and preſeruein vs Gods ſpiricnall graces, butalſo Thereff:4;- 
doe(as I ſayd)increaſc and _—y them, For theſe ho. 9 de not only 


ly ſeedsof Gods ſauing gifts 


N 
oc become moſt fruit. 747 nd 
confirm: bus 


full when as they are pinched with the froſt of affliti- A 

- ofis; and this heauenly fire of ſanQifying grace doth ard meltich 
much increaſe both in heat and brightnefle, when the in vs Gods 
wind of tribulation doth blow vpon it, And this com- /4v/ng gracts- 


meth to paſſe, both becauſe the Lords then moſt willing 
to beſtow vpon vsthele rich treaſures of grace and ſan- 
Rification, when by theſe croſſes' and calamities we are 
fiited to receive them, and alſo becauſc we then aboue 
all times,moſt earneſtly deſire to be thus ſpiritually in- 
riched,when as weare impoueriſhed-in worldly com- 
forts,and vtterly ſpoiled of all earthly delights. For the 
Lord will not caſt the ſeed of his graces into the ground 
of our hearts, before they are prepared to receiue them, 
And as the wiſe husbandman will not hazard his whear 
by ſowingit inall kinds of land, but waketh choiſe of 
that which is fitteſt, and then ploweth, falloweth, and 
harroweth it,that it may be the better prepared to re- 
ceiue the ſeede : ſo much lefle will the Lord ſow rhat 
much more precious graine of his ſauing graces, in the 
ſtony and thorny hearts of wicked worldlings, but ma- 
keth choiſe only of his ele, which being made good 
rounds by bis alone goodnefle,and the ſole ſun-ſhine 
ef his grace and fauor; he firſt prepareth them for this 
holy ſeed by plowing, breaking vp and harrowing of ' 

their hearts full of naturall ts, with troubles and 
afflitions,ond then caficrh it into them with aliberall 
| hand 


ſures, healrh, ſtrength and the reft ; then do we moſt co- 


Chap. 20. ">=, _ 
That God by iffiifttorrneveaſerh 
hand He will not give his graces to theproudand lofty, 
who would contetmne and deſpiſe rhern,but to the hum- 
ble &lowlic;and becauſe our hatts are naturally haugh- 
ty andexalted aboue meaſure, therefore the Lord firſt 
humbleth and preſſeth them downe with the waight of 
afflition, before he- will gine vnto them this ſpirituall 
aduancetnent.He vouchlafeth theſe precious gifts veto 
none, buc them whibſe hearts are inlarged to receiue 
then becauſe ſuch alone will eſteeme them when they 
have them;and whereas they are naturally treight, and 
haue this nacrow roome,filled with carnall, and worldly. 
loue, therefore he firft emptieth them of this eanhly 
traſh by ceking it fromthem,and then ftrercheth and in- 
largeth the heart in holy defires with troubles-and affli- 
Rians,and ſo fatisfierh and filleth them with his heauen= 
ly ticaſures, He will not giue theſe ſpirituall daintics-. 
ro be fed vpon by full Romackes, ſeeing they would. 
loath this diuine ſweetneſſe and be cloied with it:bue 
he filleth the hungry with theſe good things, & becauſe 
we naturally want this appetite, he vſually getteth vs a- 
ſtomacke 8nd ſharpneth our hunger, by withholding 
fromvs all worldly-delicates, and by appointing vst0 
feed on the bread ofaſiftion and water of ſorrow, And 
as the Lord moſt willingly gittcth his ſpirituall graces 
tothoſe,who are by affliftions and tribulations fitted 
to receive them:{o do they who are m thisalfliicd eſtate, . 
abone all others,cfteeme theſe ptectous gifts, and accor- 
dingly deſire, and with all diligence vie the meanes to. 
attaine-vnto them : for when by our afflitions wee are 
fo humbled chat we become nothing in our ſeJues, then. 
do we moſt earneſtly defire,that God by his grace and- 
hnoly ſpirit may bee invsall in all ; when by calamitics. 
we ate empticd of all carthly conſolations, then do we 
moſt eagerly hunger after theſe ſpiritual comforts: - 
when weare diſpoited of worldly riches, honours, plea- 


uce 


| inn bis foam LEACH ; 
uet to bee inrichedwith that chieferiches of Gods ſa- 
uing graces which. canneuer be taken from vs,and with 
great diligence ſecke them from God. by prayer, hea- 
ring the word, and viing all other good nieanes for the. 
__—_ of our holy defites with vnwearied cheereful- 
neſfle, 

And thus doethe faithfull, like painfull Bees , ga- 
ther the greateſt Kore of this ſweet hony of Gods gra- 
ces, out of the bitter thime of trouble and affliizon; and 
grow moſt rich in God when they are mo!'t impoueri- 


ſhed inthe world, In regard whereof one calleth affli- Tribulatio eff 
ion the mother of Chriſtian vertues., becauſe as in a virtutum om: 


fruitfull wombe, ſhee breedeth, nauriſherh-and increa- 
ſeth them to their perfeAt growth and full trengeh; the 
which is not tobe vnderſtood of it being _ 

it owne nature, butas itis ſanified by God for this vie 
and: purpoſe; for in her ſelfe this mother bath a barren 
wombe and dry breaſts, or is only fruitfull in bringing 
forth finne, valefſc theſpirit of God, the father of all 
grace and goodneſſe,do make it fruitfull by infuling vi- 
tall power and ſtrengthintoit; and theſe waters of af+ 
fiction in themſclucs are ready to drownevs, if they 
were not ſcattered with the breath of Gods fpirit, 
whereby they become like fruitful ſhowers fit ro water 
vs, that theſe fruits of Gods ſauing graces, muy ſpring 
and grow in vs. | | 


dered in pom. 29, 


Butto let vs deſcend to ſome particulars, andforor- g 5,7, ,, 
ders ſake conſider theſe graces as they reſpet God , or That God by 
elſe our neighbours and our ſclues : The graces which «ffl:fions in- 
reſpe&t God , are cither ſeated in the vnderfianding &7*a/eth mvs 
mind andintelleQuallpart;or inthe heart, will and af {4s f%%m- 


feions, or in both together; or elſe the fruics of chem ,;,144 wiſnoms 


all, appearing in our vnfeined repentance andnew obe- 
dience; all which ace cither confirraed and preſerued,or 
elle iricreaſed and multiplied by our troubles and affli- 
Rions, The graces which are ſeated:in our minde ny 

| Vnder- 


Pro.29.15 


Efa,29, 19, 


ſecurity cauſed by proſperity, you would not ynder- 


SE  Lib;3, 
That Godby affliftions encreaſeth 
Vnderfianding , are knowledge and remembrance of 
God and bis will, which in his word isreucaled vnto vs. 
Thefirſt grace is ſauing knowledge and ſpiritual wiſc- 
dome, the which is notablypreſerued, and exceedingly 
increaſed by croſſes and calamities : for this fire of atfi- 
Qions doth giue great light to the vnderſtanding ; and 
this ſharpe cyc-ſalue, though it doth for the preſent 
dazle the fight, yet afterwards it doth ſingularly cleete 
the eyes of the minde, ſo as theyare much fitter to ſce 
ſpirituall things, and to diſcerne the wayes of God, 
And whezecas proſperity, vſually making men drunke 
with worldly pleaſures, doth ſo take away the heart, in- 
toxicate the braine, and infatuatethe vnderſtanding, 
that it is not capable of the knowledge of God and 
ſpirituall things : when by afaſt of afflitions wee are 

reed from this ſurfet, and by long abſtinence haue 
theſe intoxicating fumes of worldly vanities taken a- 
way, then doe we come vnto our ſelues, and recouer 
our vnderſtanding, wherby weare inabled to judge and 
diſcerne of ſpirituall things, and to conceiue of God 
and his will,asthey are reucaled vnto vs in his word. So 
the wiſe man ſayth, that the rod and corretion gize wiſe- 
dome, And the Prophet teileth the people, who were 
growne deſperate in their wickedneſle, that ſeeing they 
did notregard Gods wordand terrible threatnings, to 
be reclaimed by them from their finnes, and nothing 
but feate, proceeding from ſenſe of Gods iudgements, 
would worke ypon their hard hearts; therfore the Lord 
would inflict vypon them plagues and calamitics, that 
theſe puniſhments might cauſe thera to feare him, and 
this feare might make them fo attentiue to his word, 
that they might vnderſtanditandprofit by it; axd there 
ſpall be only feare (ſayth hee) to make you underſtand the 
hearing; that is the word ofthe Lord, ſounding in your 
cares by the miniſtery of his Prophets, whichin your 


ſtand, 


Rand, but ſcorned and tormented; . Thus the people of 


" # PICs Lf; 
z 
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Iſracll being in great afflitions,. are brought in by the - - 
Prophet ſaying one to another 2 Come and let ws returne Heſs, r.3 


tothe Lord : for he hath ſpoiled and be willbeale vs, & 6. 
then ſhallwee haut Haas" 

know the Lord, So aftcrwards hee fayth, thatbcing in 

_ great ifaights, by reaſon of their mighty. cnemies pre. 
uailing againſt them, they ſhould cry vnto the Lord; 

 CHMy God wo know thee, That therefore which Salowoys 
ſpeaketh of naturzll children, may betruly ſayd of the 


ge , andindeauonur our ſelnes to Chap, Bs 


children of God; foo.jſhneſſeis bonndin their heart, but Pro.au.15 


' the rodae of correttion ſhaldrine it away from them, - And 
_ asexperienceteacheth ys, that cockered chilren are ſel. 
dome wiſe, becauſe the Parents indulgence and fond= 
neſſe maketh the child wanton, and wantonnefſle is the 
. cauſe of much fooliſhneſle; and contrariwiſc,that thoſe, 
Who atc kept vhder a ſeuere diſcipline, doe moſt excell 
.in knowledge : diſcretion and vnderſtanding, becauſe 
they are niade hereby more watchfull ouer their words = 
and waics, powdring them with wiſdome, before they 
dare offer theto be taſted by their gouernours : Solike= 
viſe, when ourheauenly father ſaffererh ys to abound 
In carthly delights, and co haue the world at will, we be- 
come wanton through proſperity, and fooliſh through 
our wantonneſle : at when hee nurtercth vs in the 
ſchoole of afflitions, welabour to informe our ſelues 
in thoſe things which pleaſe ordiſpleaſe him, and ſo ac- 
cordingly we frame our words and aftions. Ancxample 
wherof we haue in Nebachadzezzar, io being in prov 
ſperity, was blinde in his ynderfianding, and ignorance 
of the true God, from whence procceded his fooliſh 
boaſting and vaine-glorious bragging : {# not this | alexy 
Babell, which I hane built for the bouſe of the kingdome, 
dy oby might of my pon , andfor the gls | | 
ut when he was humbled by a grieuouz afflition,then 
bis ynderſtanding was eetored Yo him; and hee doth 
| 7: "oo 7 aQt 


of maieſty? Dany 462731 
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| Pſal.129, Tt 


"Aft. 37. 


"Elitp,20; 7” *"L1b; 2, 
That Gil byafftitiohs mereaſeth 
ner'fooliſhly magnifie himſclfe, but giuethrhanks vnto 
Dan. 4:27,31 themoft high\, and prayſeth and hononreth hin that lineth 
for exer + whereby itappeateth, that as theſun-ſhine of 
- proſperity'doth ſo dxzic our fpiritull fight ,'and fo dim 
the eyes of our vndetftanding, thar'wee are not capable 
of the knowledge of God and heauenly things , ſo the 
'darkrnies of affidficns"d tA notably recouer and cleare 
them,ſo that theyccan diſcerne the will of God, when the 
"light of the wordappearcth to them. And this commeth 
_ topaſſe firſt, becauſe in'our afflitions we are made more 
diligentin hearkening vntothoſe admonitions andin- 
ftructions, which we have contemnedin the time cf pro- 
ſperity, and are more induſtrious andJaborious in lear- 
ing thoſe ſpiritual lefſons of wiſdom, when as we feare 
the rod of correton, and do feele the ſmart of our neg- 
ligence and ignorance. So Elibs ſayth,that God openeth 
the eares of men by their correftions , aud cauſeth them to 
hearken wnto his word jn the time of trouble. An example 
Wheredf we hate in Dauid\ who profeſſerth that it was 
good for him to haue beene afflited,, that he might learne 
Gods ftatutes, Sothe Tewes whenthey wete troubledin 
confciehce,&afflifted in mind, through tbe ſenſe which 
they had'of their Gones; doe exceedingly hunger after 
this Guing knowledge; cryingour, Hen and brethren 
what ſhall -wce die? And thelaylor, being in great feate 
and , and throughly humbled in chefighc 
df his fine,” came trembling , and fell Howne before. Paul 


Job.33, 16,8 
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*Thap,r6 29 and Silas,” ſaying + Sirs, what wnff T doe tobeeſuned ? 


Secondly; theſe afflidtionis deenotdbly increaſe fpiri- 
cual! wiſedome and fauing knowledge, as they doe ſea- 
ſon our natural wit, and that knowledge Which we hate 
tained vhtso by the light of Gods word, making them 

. Which are vnſauoury and fruitlefle in then: felues,to be- 
© come'faugury and profitable. For, by our afflitions 
wee have experience, and by experience wiſdome ; in 
whichreſpe®t icis truly ſayd , that afflitions 417 ar 
ooles 


Far 


LI 


| invs hy ſpiral wiſedanes REN TO 
fooleswiſe; for whereas almoſt none can.makeany.yſe . 
of that knowledge which they haue by their owne wit-. 
and naturall ynderſtanding (inregard whereof itis tru. 
ly ſayd, that wit is nothing worth, vnrillit bee dearely 
bought) no nor yet by the/experience, which they haue. 
by others cuils; whe their knowledge is ſeaſoned & ap=. 
proued by their owne expericnce,theti they make ſe of 
that they know , and cuery notion in their ynderſtan-. 
ding thus confirmed, becommerh a principle toinform 
their 1udgements, and a rule to.reforme and diretheir, 
Rues. And chusin ourafflitions we hauc experience of. 
Gods wrath.and anger againtt fin, ſeeing he dothcha-' 
ſtiſe 3nd corre iteuenin.his oxwnechildrgn; andſo.ha- 
uing felr the ſmart of oyr former olly in committingiit, ' 
we hecome. wiſer for the time t9;come,and will not ea+: 
fily be allured ro ſwallow this hooke apaine, afteywee, 
hane been once,pricked withit, though it bee couered 
with the ipticingbgites of worldly vanities, or tofcede- 
on the dainty meats of ſinful pleaſures, when we by ex=- 
perience find whata bitter and Jaaghſomafter-taſt they 


have left blbind them. 1 cu 5 arr ons 
Thus alſo wee haue experience in our afflitions of 
Go8s iufinize wiſedgme , whereby hee bringerh good 
out of cuill, light out of darknefle, bleſhogs ourgtcur 
| ſes, and maaketh the fruits x nethe m {aluati- 
on, cauſing.ys to finde a ready way into the ioyes of 
heauen, by the gates of hell, and the firſt flaſhes of hel- 
liſh fire: Andalſo ofhis ominipotent power, whereby 
he mightily effeReth all this which he hath in this wiſ- 
dome purpoſed, ſupporting vs in, our greateſt weaknes, 
anddefending vs; when we are moſt vnable to helpe our 
ſelues, againſt all rhe furious afſauirs of our malitious c- 
nemies, Thus we hauc.experiencg pthis wiſe and pow- 
erfull prouidence,, when as we percciue that all our af- 
fictions, with whatſocuer circumſtances belong vnto 
them, are ruled by it; and thoughin themſclues they 
; Nansa Ac 
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nL That Ged by XN increaferb 
are evilt and hiurtfull, yer that they are ſo wiſely difpo. 
ſed,that in'the'end they turne to our good,and do much 
further the ſaluation of our ſoules; of his infinite mercy 
- andloue wherby he moderateth-and mirigaterh all our 
afflittions,'{d as they may not exceed our ſtrength, and 
ſweerneththem by'the inward comforts ofhis ſpirir, & 
the taſte & feeling of his grace and fauour, that we haue 
moretrucioy in them,then worldlings in the fruition of 
all their pleaſures: And finally of his truth, both in affli- 
Qing thoſe chaftiſements which he hath threatned, and 
in-performing of all his promiſes;both in Rirengthening 
and ſupporting vs whileſt we are vnder the burthen of 
the croffe, atidin deltyering vs fromall our affliftions, 
' jnſuchtime as is moſt conucnient and ſeaſonable, both 
forhis owne glory, and the adnancing of 'our ſpiricrall 
ood;-' ; * {2 Br £ TIVC> L3E:310 5 6 4 
k Yea, not onely doe wee by affliftions attainetothe 
knowledge of Gods cxcellencies andperfe&ions; bur 
alſo of the worlds: mrahilicy and vanity, Forhowſoe- 
ucr looking*vpon' men in'their flouriſhing proſperity: 
we think their cſtate ſocxcelleat thar it cannot bemar-- 
ched,and ſopermianent that ic cannot be changed;when 
we ſee our health tured into fickney/and frengthinto 
weaknes, ourriches into pouerty , and our honors into 
difgrace and contempt; 'oiir ticch into mourning, and. 
our liberty into impriſonment,then do wee plainly diſ- 
cerne thar 'worldly felicity 1s but aſmoake or dreame 
which ſodaihly vaniſheth and leaucth nothing behinde 
It; and therefore we will not, when we enioy it,put our 
confidence in it, nor ſctour hearts yporn-it, and as we will 
| _ not muchreioyce when it befallethvs; ſo wil we not vn» 
Sef, 4. meaſurably mourne when it departeth, | 
That the bene- And therefore,ſecing theſe worldly afflitions doe ſo 
Pt of ſpirizeall much increaſe ſauing knowledge & heaucnly wiſdome, 
wiſdome much '\.. ny yon, - 
exceedeth our Eþhis conſideration ſhould moue ys to beare them with 
bart by af flitj- great patience and comfort, in as much as our carthly 
on, | | loſles, 
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_ Thataffiiltions makeys toremember God. 
loſſes; are far.exceeded by our ſpirituall gaine; and our 
outward grieuancesareabundantly recompenced with 
inward benefits. For-thisw:/dometis better thenpretions Pro.3.11,15;& 
ſtones and allpleafures are notito be compared wnte her, her 3-'S+ 
fruit.ts. hettor then gold, enen then fine gold, dnd her reue- 
news better then fine ſilner, It is more pretions then pearles, 
and all things that thon.canſt deſire,are not tobe.compared 
vntoher, Its. that by which wee haue our very ice, 
and being inchriſtiariity; for as by natural reaſon & vn- 
_ derſtanding we are-men;ſo by ſanQiificd reaſon, ſpiritual 
wiſdome,and ſauing knowledge we are chriflian. men; 
andas/(our Sauiourſaith).this isthac life, whereby wee 
muſ Jive for cuer, fobrnow theonly true Gd, and whom he 
hath ſent Teſiu Chriſt. It isthe fonntaine & foundation 
of all crue religion, and the only ſure ground of all other 
fauing graces :far as they all ariſe from faith, ſo faith ic 
ſelfe from this ſauing.knowledge. In all which reſpe&s 
holy Dazid is ſo far fromthinking a man wiſerable-rhar 
is afflited with worldly croſſes that he accounteth kim 
'bappy, when as he profiteth-by it in wiſdome and know- ” 
leds Bleſſedis the man (ſaith he).O Lordwhom thowcha. 194% _ 
friſeſt, aud teacheſt him in thy lawe, ._. «6a 
The other grace fcated inthe inte[leftuall part of the ts _ Th: 
ſoule,is theremembrance of God and his will, which ,,, oe 
is alſo much increaſed and renewed by affliiftions. For meanes ta put 
whereasplenty and proſperity make vs to Jooke vnto, v5inromen- 
andreft in our owne prouifion,in ſecundary cauſes and £14e-of.Ged. 
inferiour meanes, forgetting in the meane time God, 
who is the anchor of al our good, becauſe we areſo ſup- 
ported with outward helpes,that wee doe nor ſenſibly 
feelc any pecde of hisaſſiſtance-: when: wee are forſaken 
of theſe worldly ſuccours , and are left of theſe falfe 
friends in our greatcft need, then do we begin to reme- 
ber him,whoneuer forſaketh thoſe that truſtin-him,and 
isalwaies willing,able,and ready to:comforrt vs, when / 
axce flee yuto-him in our-diftreſe;: Anexample' whereof 
| Nun 3 We 
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T hat affiiftjons make 15 toremember God. 
wechaue in the prodigall childe,who whileſt hee had; 
goods'in hispwne hands, ſpent all his rime in:reuelling 
and riot, in banqueting-& whoring, andneuer thought 
of his gratious father, from whom he had receiued theſe 


Suifes, which hee thus abuſed, till ( all being conſumed ) 


hee was brought into extreame pouerty and miſery; 
and then he remembred him, and thinketh of returning.. 
And as inour afflictions wee are put in remembrance of 
Godhimſelfe by ſtanding in neede ofhelpe and comfort 
from him ; ſo alſo of his word and commaundements, 
and thoſe profitable admonitions, infiructions, 'and 
conſolations, 'which' wee haue formerly: heard our of 
them- And whereas inthe time of our proſperity, wee 
carcleſly forget them, and negligently caſt them be=- 
hinde our backs, when wee are pinched with miſcries 
and croſſes, wee doe not only diligentlyhearken vnts 
thoſc profitable leſſons. which are; preſently deljuered 
vnto vs, but alſo for aur comfort, recall that which wee 
hauc formerly heard ; and is now throughfloth & neg- 
lect careleſly caſt ( as it were') into ſome by-corner of 
the memory. And as the ſeede in time of drought, 1y- 
eth, long after itis ſowen, buried vnder the: clods, and. 
feemeth loſt and periſhed becauſe it appearethnot z ſo 
the ſeed of Gods word being ſowen in the futrowes of 
our hearts, doth lie buried oftentimes vnder the hcauy 
clods of worldly incumbrances, appearing neither to 
our ſeluesnor others: but when itis ſoaked:and ſteeped 
in theſe waters of tribulation, then it ſprouteth, ſprin- 
geth vp,and bringeth forth abundant fruits ro the toy of 
others, and comforr of our ſelnes. And as flothfull rri- 
uants, whileſt theirplaydaies laſt; caſt their bookes care- 
leſly vnder the cupbord;and for want of care and; medi- 
ration quickly forget that which they haue been long 
inlearning; but when they are conftrained to.come te 
the ſchoole,and dofeele the ſmart of their former negli- 
gence, then they labour torecallroi minde A 
| ons 
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 . That affiitions make vs to remember God. 
ſous,and recouer that which was lipt out of memory : 
ſo ir vsually farcth with vs; for whileſt the world af- 
fourdeth vnto vs the playdaies of proſperity, wee reuell 
andplay the wantons, ſecurely caſting all thoſe inſtruQ- 
ions, which we hauelearned in the ſcoole of Chriſt, bee 
hind our backs,as though wee ſhould neuer baue fur- 
ther viſe ofthem ; but when our heauenly Schoolemaſt- 
erputtethancndeo our play, and withthe rodde of af- 
flition whippeth vs for our former (loath, then doc wee 
take paines to regaine ourloſtlearning, and to recall to 
minde thoſe fruicfull leflons which haue been taught vs 
in this ſpiricual{Schoole, In which reſpect afflitions are 
of fingular profir; in that by an vrgent neceſſity they 
make ys toefteem & treaſure vp inthe cloſer of our me- 
 moriestheſe treaſures. of knowledge, which wee would 
otherwiſe vilifie and caſt out of doores: for ſoare wee 
ruled by the ſenſes, which only apprehend preſent ob- 
ies, that wee value cuery thing according to preſent 
and carnall vſe, and doe not carefor the glad tidings of 
the Goſpell, and the ſweete conſolationg of Gods ſpirit 
before wee bee brought into miſerie and diſtrefſe, And 
as hee whois in perfect health contcmneth the Phiſiti- 
on, ar:d is ready to caſt his drugs add medicines out. of 
dores; but being viſited with ſome greeuous hickneſle, 
doth honour and reward him, and thinketh the beſt 
roome 1n his houſe not-to good for his potions and cor- 
dialls; andas in the time of ſecure peace, wee let the 
ſword ruſtin the ſcabberd, and our armour vpon the :. 
wall ; but in time of warre doe highly value them, and 
doe rub, {coure, and girdthemto vs: ſo whileſt in the 
time of proſperity wee haue no ſenſe and. feeling of our 
ſpirituall diſcaſes, wee carelefly :caſt at our heeles the 
phiſicke of our ſoules, and neyer gratefully remember 
our ſpiritual Phiſitions, becauſe wee doe not finde any 
neede of them; weeletthe ſword of the ſpirit ruſt in the 
ſcabberd,and the booke of God to ly moulding ynder 
| Nn4 our 
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Chap: 3t. 7: Daw > ti. ESs 
lo That God by affliftions ftrengthneth our faith, - 
our cup-bords, and neuer thinke- of preparing and 
fitting our ſpirituallarmour,that wee may haue itin rea- 
dines,becauſe,though wee bee in the greateſt daunger, 
yetwee candiſcouer no enemy which is ready to affaulr 
vs : bur when weeare diſeaſed in our worlcly eſtates, &. 
frelethe fimart and pain of mileries.and calamities;when 


 afflitions like mighty enemies doe aſſault: and vexe vs, 


aud wee Ende our [clucs lo weake, that wee-cannot in- 
our owne ſtrengrh, make reſtftance;; then doe we high-. 
ly eftecme, and accordingly thinke vpon, both our ſpi- 


rituall Phifitions, and rhar phiſicke-of our ſoules, which. 


they prouidence for theprocuring of our eaſe, and the. 
recovery of our health; then do wethink of drawing the 

ſxordof the ſpirit, and of buckling vnto vs the armour 
of Gods graccs, that wee may beeinabled to withſtand. 
the violence of our enemies,and obtaine. the viRorytn. 
this dangerous conflict... 


| Cuay, XXL | 
That God b y og affliftions doth much confirme, ftrengthes 
and increaſe our faith + ; 
L” . 


EE He next graceis faith, which.is ſeated . 
Ugt both in our head and heart, in ouryn- 
i — V/j derſtanding and alſo in our will and . 
A affeftions,;for it isnot only aperſwa- 
t22 fron which'is an aR of the vnderſtans | 
3 ding-arifing from knowledge, bur . 
ERHARD loa willing aſſent and application 
of that we belecue- vnto our Fug for our owne vie; 
vpon which followeth our volumary cleauing vnto the 
Lord,and vur repoſingand ſole refting-vpon his power, 


providenceand gracious promiſes in Iefus Chrift: And 


this-faith is exceedingly ſitrengthned and increaſed 
through our troubles and afflitions;firſt becauſe we are 


-thea.moſt carefull inthe yic-of the means for the increa- 
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'T But Gott hy afflidtions ſtrrutthnech earfaich, 
ſing and confirmingofit,as having in'ourſenſe and fee= 
ling much more. vſe of it, then.ih 'the:time of our prof} 
rity; Forwhilftwe liuein ſecure ipeace;and doe not find 
our ſcliics molefted-with any enemy, we: caſt the ſhield 
of faith aſide,and count it but: a, burrhen,, if-we ſhould 
beareit:but when fathan and the world daily caſt againft: 
vs the fiery darts: of trouble and: afflition, which. as 
ſoone as they hitysdocina fenfible manner burne and 
torment vs,then doe we: make” pretious 'account of this- 
impenetrableſhicid,and are neuer at refi,but whilſt we 
find it faſt buckled vnto vs, Secondly our faith is ftergth=- 
ned andincreaſed by atfliftions,as they are,ynto ita ſpi« 
.rituall exerciſe, wherein all the vertue and powers then 
of aretriedand imploied;For as when our bodiesarein- 
ured to ftoth andidleneſle,their ftrengeh doth languiſh 
and decay:but-whea they arcin daily exerciſe, they in- 
creaſe much in vigour andability;{owhen our faith bath 
no ſpiriteallexerciſc, iis in:fhort time: enfeebled-and 
groweth faint and weake;but Whien we ate-in aduerfity - 
and afflition;vexed with fickneſſe;pinched with poucr- - 
ty,forſaken offriends, blemiſhed- arid defamed for our 
lone togondneffe;and lubieA to inuumerable:dangers, 
then ourfaith hauingenemiestorefiftand aduerſaries ts : 
ſtrive and wraftle-with;dotliftir.vp:ic owner vigour; ga- 
ther all it ſtrength and powers: together, and. finding, ir 
ſelfe too weake to-makerefiftance, doth: earneſtly ſeeke 
tohaucit {irehgthencreaſedand renued,andto this end 
ic firſtwreſtleth with Godby praicr;inſtantly imploting 
and beſcechinghimtoperfectthe good worke whictrhe | 
hath begun,and ſoro ftrengihen.and\confirme.it,thatic - 
may not be deſtroicd and troderrynder foot in this ſpi- 
rituallconflic; ang; alſo: meditatetb>in Gods> gracious : 
promiſes, wheteby he hath aſked aliihioſe that bolecue-- 
in him,that he will never leaue: and for{ake them, bur 
will heare then inthe day of troftble, deliuer them our © 
of all thcir:davgersand give a goodifue toll their ten - 
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_ That God by aff Grind faith, 

tentations.:Andchus ourfaith 'is exercifed and by cxer” 
ciſe increaſed in our afflitions; the which is one of the 
anoſt-ſpeciall nds; why:the! Lord doth bring 'vs into 
'theſe rroubles-and-calamities. For 'whilt we have the 
worldatwill, and are on all fides hedged in with the 
bleſhngs ofproſperity,our faith may ſeeme beth ro our 
ſelues and othetsa:mcere ſpeculative vertue;: whereof 
there: is litde-yic; ahd like an yatricd armor whickdoth 
not affure vsof tictence inthe day of danger; but. when 
weare in the middeſtof afftitions, it i$ tried with the 
bullets of centations,and the more'ir ik 
is approued, and the more it is approved, >vho mare it is 
ſrengthnedagainſtthe nextincounter;Andinthis man- 
nerwas Abrahams faith exerciſed:for after thatthe Luard 
had made his gracious promiſe vnto him of multiplying 
bis poſterity, and that in'his ſeed all the nations ofthe 
carth ſhonid be:blefſed;helong exerciſed his faith. with 
tharigrear affliction :of :his wines: !barrennefle, which 
feemeddire&tly rocroffeGodspromiſesand overthrow 
all his hbpes;and gaue himno child till he and his wife 
were growne ſo old, that in naturall reaſonthepromiſe 
ſeemdimpoſlible' tobe performed. With: which-exerciſe 
his faith was:\ſoftrengrbned and:increaſed;thatafter he 
had his promiſed ſonne, and was commaunded: for his 
further triall to ſacrifice him with his ownehands hebe. 
came alſo victor ouer this tentation, becauſe by the for- 
mer trialthe had learned that God was: able to raiſe him 
to: lifeagaine,ſeeingin reſpedtofthe. deadnefievfSuracs 
wombe,he had before after a ſort(cas the Apoſtle faith) 
receined him from thedead,Thus alfo afterhe had promi- 


' ſed to giue vntothe poſterity of eAbraham theland of 


Canaav,helong exercifed. their: faith, firſt-by bririging 


them'intoa cruell bondage in theland'of &gypr,and after 


thoir deliverance by afftifting rhem- with fo many cala- 
mitics in the wildernefſe,that they ſeemed; nor to haue 
eſcaped,burt only-to haue exchanged their ryiſeric and 


tribu- 
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| Thiet God AO, + POTTY Find 
reibitatioh; And fo the Lord afrer hehad promiſed De." 
vHthe efoWiieandVingdene,did excvcife his faith with. 
_ infititmerableaffiMions,,and by this exercifediawon- 
derfully 'confirme and increaſe it, as appeareth by the 
hyftory of Sammell, & thatſingularbook of the Pſalmes, 
the molt ptr 'whereof was pentied in the/time ofthis ' 
tfoubleand perſceutions'ts > - 2 on lor 1 rtilie rr hs wh | 
" Thitdly our faith receiver much firengeh and power 5 5,9. ,: 
in our affli&tions, becauſe in them we haue 'experience Thar our fait 
of Gods truth,both in his threatnings, in that for our i ſtrengthned 
ſinnes he harh-infliftedthofe chaftiſements/and nidge-in affultiong _ 
ments which in his Word he hath-denounced? and” aiſo''Þ942) he 
in his'promiſes;ſceinghe performeth-all which he hath ar Ox a 
vndertaken,nor only inafſifing ys in-our affliions, but have of the 
alſo indeliuering vs in due time; 1n both ſhewing his-in- trtb both of _. 
finite wifedbme, omnipetcntpower, arid all-gontrning Gods tbreat. 
- proujdence,wherby-hehirli'diſpoſed of itehingstorhe 328 070 '. 
beſt.For when by expetietice we find, that the Lord hath {e,, on < 
ſhewed vs great mercy in crofling of our-moſt earneſt 
defites,hath brought vnro vs muich comfort. out of our 


greateft calarnities, turned our feates: aid (datigets;intot 
fafe fectmity and ionflull ernfnphy ant Hath made the: ; TS ; 04 
Whale, which in fwallowing ſeemed” to' deuoure vs,to: | 
bea meanes of our ſafety and deliverance : then: is'our: + Wn 


faithby this experience 'marucllouſly frengthned and 
increaſed;and wethereby-zrce inabledts iridivrecthe next IE 
affl{fions wick thith inSre patience Ardicontentment;” nes 
Andag the Pilor hdtnng eſcaped: our: of mariy ſtormes, 
ari#the'ſontdicr'dut of miny dangerous conflicts; arc 
{ hartned herebythatchey aremaruellous confident & 
conragidus Riitn they aretofled with tempeſts, :and af. 
ſaultedwith theiterietſies;whilÞrhexperiencedpaſſene ; 
gersahd' freſhwater ſbuldiers tremble and feare in the 
leaſt danger: To'thoſe who haue been exerciſed in affli- 
iqns, and haue haU manifold experience-of Gods mer--: 
cy,pawerand lone;bothin ifhſiyip*/theor in their _ 

: cs 


[9] 


ox 


Chap.-2r." +. Li 
That God by affitionsftrengthneth our faith;-- 


Li 
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- Dlexandin; delivering ther [aut of their greateſt dans . 


Sers,hayethert Fithoin Gohezeby.ſoi Rrengrbned and, 
increaſed;that they, are'much more parient-in' affiiticy, : 
aad;more couragious in perjls,then thoſe who were ne= 

uer exerciſed with:theſe trialls; becauſc.they-knowrhar | 
Godis iamutdþleih his gpodrefle, and; is now as rea-, 
dy and willing to helpe and deliyer them-as hewas be. . 
fore. -So Danid concluderth 'thac becauſe: he had found 


.God mercifull and powerfull in delivering himfrom the 


2:$4.17.36:37 


lipnand the beare; therefore hewould afluredly delwer 
-him in like manner from-cthe-yncircumciſed Phitiſtine, 
ardanake htm co become as ongpfthem. And Z£4ul.bes. 
 ingraiſed by God, when the:ſentence” of death by the 
verdis of nature,had paſſed againſt him, by this experi- 


2.Cor.r.910, Ence.confirmeth his faith forthe time to come jn, this. 


SSel.2, | 


afſurangegbbar the Lordyvould againe deliver bim, if fo. 

' be hewere opertaken by thelike danger. i... -,,, 
Fourthly,afRiftions confirme and increaſe our faith 

as they are notable meanes of working or renuing our 


” SYLS | 


That affit- repentance, for. as*finne doth wound and weaken our 
025 doe ſtreng-. faith;making vs to doubt of Gods fauour. by geaſon, of 


thenonr faith 
by caubug vs 
£0 7enew Our 
Tepenfanie: 


ſelfe guiltineſſe;ſarepentance doth cure aud ftrengrhen. 
it, becauſe by it(through Gods mercy and free prom ſes ; 
made in Chri{tF finne is done away, as thoughirt had ne- 


@ndaſſuring ver been commitred, and ſo we are aſſured that we are 


Is that our 
fins tbus cor- 
refed (hall not 
come into con. 
demmnation, 


reconciled ynto God ahdreceiued againe into' his for. 
mer fauour, And: figly, our -faich isrengrhned by our 
afflictions,as they giue aſſuranceynto.thole who are ex-= 
erciſed with them and profit by them, vntoramendment 
and;neyneſlc of life, rhart-their ſinnes which are here in. 
this world thus corteted, Thall.neugr, appeare. ro,their 
condemnation inthe world to-come, For.zas ithey who, 


proſper and flouriſh in; their wicked. ceurſes, haue iuſt 


'Luk,16,2c, 


cayſc to feare,that they are im Dives his cſtate,. who had 


allhis good in-thislife, and! was, reſerued totormentin_ 


thatlife which is 5ndlefle: and ..cuerlaſting zſothey who. 


haue 


Lib. 2: ah 477 © = S 2.20, 
That Godby afflitions ftrengthxeth oxr faith, © 
haue no ſooner ſinned but they are preſently correfted © 
for it, and by their chaſtilemenr reclaimedand amended 
may aſſure themſclues, that as now they are like vnto Ls 
z&r1s.in his paines, ſo they ſhall hereatter be made like 
vntohim in his ioyes and comforts, and not ſuffer both ;,Cor:x1.32, 
nowand then too,ſecing(as the Apoflle plainly relleth : 
ys)we are purpoſely chafined with theſe afflitions,thar 
we may eſcape the condemnation of the world. | 
Bur moſt notably is our faith ſtrengthned & increa- 5 5,5 , 
ſed by ourafflitions,as they are vnts thoſe who profit Thataſfliftuns 
by them in newnes of life, infallible fignes and notes of ftrengtenour 
their eleion;vocation.and adoption. They are fignes of /4ith = they 
our eleRion,for as the Apoſtle teacherh vs,thoſe whom JT fines - 
God hath predeltinate to be made like ynto his ſonin Rv os ; 
glory; he hath alſopredeſtinate to be made like vnto him ; 
in afflitions;andas by this holy decree his naturall ſon £62426. 
wasfirſtto ſuffer,and then to enter into his glory;ſo we, 
who are adopted in him, muſt follow him in rhe ſame 
way to our heauenly home, firſt ſuffering, and then raig- __ 
nivg withhimas the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, This alſo appea- 2019-213. 
xzeth inthe Lords owne ſpeech tothe people of Iſracl,yos 
ouly(faith he)baue Ihrown'(or choſen)of all the families of AMOS 3.3. 
the earth,therfore I will viſit you for all your iniquities, And 
to Ananias concerning Pant: Go thy way,for he is 4 cho- AQ 9.15.16, 
ſen veſſel untome,ofc. 1 will ſhew hins how many things he 
muſt ſuffer for my names fake, The conſideration whereof 
ſhould much Tomforr'vs in'all our affliftions and per- 
ſecutions, which though to thoſe who are the inſtru- 
ments of our will,they axe tokens of perdition,yet vnto Phil.:.28, 
vs who patiently ſuffer them they are fignes of our ſalua- 
tion through the grace of God,as the Apoſtle rteileth ys. 
Inregard wherof the ſame holy Apoſtle doth not onely ; 
bear with patience & comfort his troubles & grieuous »Cor.11.23. 
afftitions,but being to maintain his credit againſt the*9 35K £4.64 
falſe Apoſtles,he maketh choiſe of his ſufferings to glory | 
and reioyce inthem,rather then ofthoſe excellet graces 
pe of 


 DaD, Fr | 4 F- 4 Di d. 2. 
' That Godby affullions ftrengtheneth ourfaith,. 


| of Gods holy ſpirit wherwith he was ſo richly adorned+ 


$ Seft.s b Thus alſo our afflitions arc notable (jgnes of our effc- 
= bh: Ctuall calling , whercby we are ſeucred from the world, 


| our faith a andadmitted into Gods church and family, For they arc 
they are ſignes Gods livery 2nd cognifance which be giueth all to weare 
of our effefts- who will be his ſeruants;; for; as many as.will line godly in 
al 544 Chriſt Ieſus ſhal ſuffer perſecation, a :d gur $auiour eelleth 
Ze e3e 1+ v8, that if any wan will come after hip, and waite vpon. 
Luk, 9.23, | him as his ſcruantand diſciple, he wnſt deny himſelfe, and 
take vp his croſſe dav'y and follow him, Neither may we 
. live like libertines when we arc intertainediinto his fami- 
ly, and cunneon in wicked courſes without correRion : 
but we muſt make account that our wiſe Lord and maſter 
will keepe vs vader a ſeuere diſcipline, chaſtifing vs for: 
our lins , that we may be reclaimed from them, and nor 
{uftering vs to goe on jn evill waics without checke and 
controulement, to his diſhonour ahd out! deſtruftian 3 - 
and howſocucr hee ſuffereth others that are without to 
proſper in their wickedneſic,and without any puniſhment 
1.Pet. 4. 17, 2 adde linne ynto {inne, yerhe will be honoured of thoſe 
Icr,z5, 29, Pho draw neere vnto him, andasthe Prophetane Apoſtle: 
ſpeake , hee will cauſe indgement to begin at his 'owne, 
houſe,and firſt plague the citie where his name u called vp- 
8. As therefore when the Maſcnand Carpenter poliſh 
their ones, and ſquare theirtimber with their tooles and 
axes; itis aligne chat they haue choſen them for the vic 
of building, whereas that which is yvntouched is lcftas re- 
fuſe, fit for nothing butto becaſt into the high-way, and 
to be burned ia thefire : So when the Lord doth poliſh, 
ſquare and plaine vs with troubles and afflitions from 
the knots and knobs of (inne and corruption,it appeareth 
hereby, that hc hath made choiſc of ys tobe ſtones inthe 
building of his ſpicituall Temple ; whereas thoſe which 
arc ct alone, and not hammered and ſquared by this hea- 
uenly workman, are rcicRed as refuſe luffe, which isal- 
together yaſtc for this holy building » Againethe _ 
oncly 


Lib.” 


+ YE 


OE RS, 
That Godby affliftions ftrengtheneth our faith, 


"ofitly loueth her owne, and therefore when our Sauiour 


Chriftby the preachingof the Gofpett hath choſen and Ioh 15. 19, 
culled vs'outof the world , then preſetitly it beginneth 

"to maligne and hate vs, andto vicall meanes whereby ir 

may bring ypon ys miſery and atfliftion, In regard wher- 

of we may conclude, that when we are hated of the warld 

we are bcloued of God ; when it baſly clteeweth vs and 
cruclly vſcth'vs, as chough we were the very.out-caſts and 
ofscouring of all things, then may webe aſſured (if we 
make good vſeof theſe afflictions, by contemning the 
world which contemneth vs, and drawing ner yan 
God by repentance and hearty praicr ) that the Lord 
highly valueth vs, and hath choſen and (ſeuercd vs like 
pure gold and good graine , outof this mafle and heape 

of droff= and chaffe. 

Finally as our afflictions arcnotable ſignes of our cal- © co, « 
ling and admiſſion into Gods family , ſoalſoof our a- 5p, ,71.5;. - 
"doption whereby we become fonnes of God and heires 945 frene:hen 
of his promiſes, For (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh to anotheir our faith as * 
purpoſe ) the heire as long. as he is a child differeth herein fe) are ſignes | 
othing from a feruant, though he be Lord of all, but is vn- On my wn 
der tutours and gouernours untill the time appointedof the wk 
farther; and is fubicEtro thelike chaſtizementandcorre+ 
"ion: yezoftentiaies our heauchly father (according to 
,the cuſtome of men) when his ſonne and ſlaue doc beth 
offend, correeth his child, butletteththe other eſcape 
vnpuniſhed, becauſe he ispurpoſed to thruſt him out of 
'doorcs,a2dtotakenofilrther carcet him; whereas hgin- 
tendeth ro make his ſonne his heire, and therefore keep- 
eth him vader difciptine, that he may be found worthy 
ro receiue the inheritance , And this the Apoſtle plainly 
expreiſerh, ſaying, whom God loweth he chaſteneth,and he jy, 67. 


ſeourgeth enery fonne whom hereceineth : If then ye indure 


 chaſtening, God offereth himſelfeunto you as unto ſounes'; 


for what ſon 1s it whomthe father chaſteneth not ? If ther- 
fore yeeibe withont correition, whereof all are partakers, 
E A adop 6 7 = 


x Cha 


2To 480. ="9": *> habe Bp 
That God by affliflions ftrengthneth our faith, 
then are ye baſtards and not ſonnes. Thusallo God'pro« 
miſcth Daxid, that he would chooſe Salomon forhis ſon, 
and approue himſclfeco be a father vato him, by corrc- 
Qing him for his ſins, and continuing his loucvnto bim. 


2.Sam 9.14. 1willbe(ſaith he) his father aud he ſhall be my ſonne : and 


3,Sam, 12,25» 


Gal. 4, 29- 


I5- if he finne [will chaſten himwith the rod of men, and with 


the plagues of the children of men , but my merey ſhall not 

depart from him, &c . Andthercfore we muſt notdoube 

of our adoption, andimagine that we arc notthe children 
ef God, becauſe we indare ſuch grieuousand tedious af- 
flitions; for though Salomon was:Gods choſen child, 
and was called /edid:ah , becauſc he was beloued of him; 
yet he faith, that ifheſinned he would corre him, but 
in the meane time, would not take his merciefrom him. 
So though Iſcacl were choſen for Gods firſt borne ſonne, 
and were as much more precious in hiscyes, asthe purcſt 
goldthcn the baſcſt drofle, or the wheat then chaffe ; yee 
were this beloued people gricuoully afflited in a miſera= 


| ble bondage and captiuity , whileſt- Pharaoh and the 


Xgyptians their crucll enemies, inſulted ouer them as 
theirlordsand maſters, inall proſperity ; and whilct the 
curſed Cananitesliued in voluptuous pleaſures, having al 
thoſe delights and comforts, which the landof promile 
could yecld vato them. And thusalſo before the flood, 
the wicked Caynites, and after the flood,the filthy Sodo- 
mitcs, hadall the pleaſure and glory ofthe world, whilc{t 


. the poſterity of Shem, and the worthy Patriarches , pa(- 


ſcdtheirtime like pilgrims and ſtrangers, and were tur- 
mioyled with innumerable afflitons : yea the Lord not 


| only ſparcth the bondman and flaur, when he ſcourgeth 


his beloued ſonne; butoftentimes corretecth his child by 
the hand of his ſcruant ;. according to that of the Apo= 
file, He that was borne of the fleſh perſecuted him that was 
borne after the ſpirit ; the which is ſocuident by the innu- 
merablecxamplcs of all ages, that it were ut loſt labour 
co ſtand vponit, The conſideration whereof as : may 

| ecpe 


bz ”! Chep.irs 
That Goaby afiltian Ffreng thoneth owr faith. ” 
keepe vs from cnuying the impunity and'feliciry of 
worldlywicked men, and from. grudging and repining 
againſt Gods providence, becauſcthey who finne' more 
ſuffer ſolirtle, and we who ſinne leffe ſuffer ſomuch;they 
who rcbell againſt God and deſpite him with their abomi- 
nations, haue picnty of worldly bleſſings, and all things 
at their hearts deſire, and we who (erne and fear him (uf- 
fer miſcries and want neceſſaries ; fomay it much con- 
firme our patience and increaſe our comfort when we are 
vexedwithaffliftions, and fecle the bitter fmartof Gods 
chaftizioghand : ſccing itisa ligne. thatthey are reicted 
a3 flaues, andare therefore [efsto their owne liberty; and 
we adoprcd as ſonnes who arc kept ynder ſcuere diſci- 
plinethat we may be reclaimed from our ſinnes, incited 
to the performance of all good duties , andſo be prepa- 
redand fitted to reccive our patrimony, . Neither hauc 
they hereinanymore priuiledge thenthe Oxewho bring 
appoinecd to the ſhambles,is freed from the yoake and 
ſuffered torunne arthbezry and take his plcaſure infaire 
greene paſtures; or we morc hurtthen theOxc inured to 
labour, who indutcth the yoke, ſuffercth more paines 
and fecdeth ypon bare fiehds, becauſe his maſteriouing 
him, is purpoſed to reſeruc him for his owne vie. In 're- 
gard whereof as wicked men have no iuſt cauſe of glory» 
ing and reioycingin their worldly proſperity, whereby 
they are but fatted againſt che day of. ſlaughter j ſo the 
faithful hauc littlecauſc of forrow and impaticncie in their 
afflitions, ſceing rheirpreſere ſmart increaſetheheir fu- 
turc bopes, and theſe correQions which they ſuifcr and 
profit by, are vnto them vndoubted ſignesof their adop- 
tion, and that Godis their loving father in that he raketh 
ſach care for their amendment ? for as when a man, ta- 
king two childrenas chey arc commirting the ſame fault, 
doth corre theone arid: leethe ocher -goe vntouched, 
weſecingir,are ready toconclude , that he is a facher or 
goyernor to kimthat is chaftened , andbut —_— to 
Oo him 


[ 


482 hh » . Lib. 

That God by affliftions frengtheneth our faith. 
himrthat eſespcth, ſceingihe rakerh nocare for his refor- 
mation : ſo when we ſec and fecle that'God corrcterh 
ſharplythoſe fms in vs which others commitand cfcape 
ynpuniſhed, let vs not grienc ſo much in our ſmart and 
paine , asreioyce tobaue this alſurance of qur adoption, 
And this an holy father iliuſtrateth and inforceth by this 
ſimilitude. A man (faith he) hathrwofonnes z the one 
hechaſteneth, the other he leaueth tohis owne counſes. 


Anguft, etar- This faulterh haynouſly and is not correted by his father; 
rei, in P/493» che: other can ſcarce looke awry but hee is rebuked or 


ſcourged. But why is he let alone, andthis beaten? ſurely 
becauſe he intenderthvto make this his heireand to put the 
other fromthe patrimony, ſecing he-conceiueth no poſ= 
fble hope of his amendment. Now he that 1skept vader 
this ſcucreUilcipline, out of his childifh follic iudging all 
things according topreſent ſenſe, thinketh his brother 
happy becauſe he isnot beaten, 'and lamenting his owne 
cſtareis ready to fay : My brother hath done ſuchand fo 
greatwils, and at-hisplcaſure tranſgreflceth thecomman- 


. dements of my father, and fgrall his faults hath notſo 


mucly as a hard word giuen himp but Tan beaten if I but 
ſtepawry,- Wherein hee bewraitth his folly and want of 
wiſdome, fceing hc onely looketh tothat which he ſuffe- 
reth, and not vnto the inhcritance reſerued: for him &c, 


Aguft, in Pſal, And thercfore ( as befaith ) in another place ) paticatly 
$3.Concione 2, beare the hand of thy heauenly father vpun thee, and 


though thou be'a good ſonne doenot refule his diſcie 
pline;fornc correteth vs that be may noterake his mercy 
from vs .. If thou be contumaciouvslet him beat thee, 
that he may not in iuſt diſpleaſure difinherit thee &c.,. for 
why ſhould the adoptcd (infull ſonne grudge to be cor- 
rected when he ſceth Gods only andinnocent ſonne to be 
whipped and fo ſeucrcly handled ? Lerhim inrage flie 
vpon thee, yet heis thy father: Lethim whip, affli& and 
breake thee (as it were) in pieces;'yet heis thy father, If 


therefore thou cricſt, cricas vader the. hand of afathcr 


with 


- LÞd.2, :."g83 . .Chap.2e 
Tha @edby affiiblions imerexſeth our afÞarcein bitm; 
with humilicy and meckeneflc and notwithpride and in- - , 
dignatior, Thy (ufferingswhich thou bewailcſt area ine. Y** 7cpellere 
dicincand not a puniſhment; correction and not danns- a urge. 1; 


<* tion:: doc not put backetherod', if thou wouldeſt not be ab bereditare... 


put'backe fromthe inheritance, Docnot regard what Notiattendire 
{mart thou haſt by thy but ſtripes whatplace thou houl- 944% penam 
deſtinthy fathers teſtament. For if (as the Apoſticreaſe. _ - fla- 
nerh) we haue had the fathers of our bodies which correfted - g's eſte. 
vs and have giuen them reuerence : ſhouldwe not muchra- ments. 

ther be in ſubiettion to the father of ſpirits that we may lite? Angnuſt. in pſa, 
For they verily for a few daies chaſtenedvs after their owne har enarrat. 
pleaſure : bur he chaſtenethws for our profit that we may bo cb,12.9.10, 


partakers of his holineſſe, 


Cuay, XX IT. 


That God by our afflitions confirmeth and increaſeth in 
in vs aur affiance hope lone, feare, and humility. 


Is FF5Nd thus it appeareth that our faith is $ SeF, x, 
SF, BY g much confirmed by affliftions,as in o- Th:t by offliff« 
SIVA Yi! ther reſpets, fo eſpecially as they are to 0: ajemes 
by "ma thoſe who profit by them,notable ſignes —_ OE 

EMEA NY} of theirelefion,yocation,and-adoption, ;reaſed. 
EVANS | PUON, creaſed 
S_ELASSPA The like alfo.may bee ſaid of other gra. 
ces, Which are chiefely.feated-in the heart, as affiance, 
hope; loue, feare of God, humility, and: the-reſt, :For 
firſt- our affiance and confidencein God is notably 
ftrenerhned #nd increaſed by our afflitions, when as 
being forſaken of all humane helpe & inferiour meanes, 
heby his owne wiſedomeand power ſaucth and delive« 
reth ys. -And this is one ſpeciall cad why the Lord in 
mercy and loue,bringeth ys into tribulation and dift- 
reſſe, thar wee ray not truſt in ſecundary cauſes and 
worluly helpes, when wee haue .cxperience . of their 
weakenes and inſufficiency,but may put our whole affi- 

Ooz ance 


\ 


\ OY 
Chap. 22:. "34 . Lib. 3. 
Fhat God by affliftions insreafeth our affiancein him, 
ance in him; hauing made triall of his all ſufficiency, 
and omnipotent puwer, whereby hee helpeth and deli- 
uereth vs, whenas they forſake and faile vs, For natu- 
rally wee put our afhance in outward and inferiour 
'meancs; becauſe they are ſubie&t to our ſenſes, and truſt 
inany thing weere at hand, rather then in God, who a- 
lone is able to releeue and ſuccour vs, becauſe hee ſee- 
meth fearre off to carnal reaſon, 2nd is only beheld and 
apprehended by the cie and hand of faith; and as thoſe 
whoare ready to falinto ſome deepe pit, being aftoniſh= 
edwith ſuddain feare, do not conhider what is ſufficient. 
toſtzythem, but catch hold of that which is next vnto 
them, and ſooften times pull that vpon them which they: 
hoped would haue held them vp: f weeno ſooner fall 
into any daunger, but wee preſently lay hold ypon 
worldly-helpes, gnd truſt to bee delivered by earthly 
1acancs,as by our owne wiledome,(trengrth, and riches; 
or by the aide and ſupport of our friends, and the arme 
of fleſh; and therefore the Lord in mercy doth often 
times withdraw them from vs, becauſe they. are but. 
weake reeds and broken ftaues, which would faile and 
_ deceiue vs, when wee moſt refted on them; to the end 

that being forſaken of theſe vaine ſuccours and ſup- 
ports, wee:might with full affiance rely:ypon him, who 
is alone ableto helpe and ſauc vs. And thus-when the 
people of 1fraell being: ouertaken-with daungers, did 
not put their truſt in God for their delivery, but did 
ftee for helpe to the Aﬀyrians & eAgyptians;-the Lord 
cauſed chem not only-to forſake them in their greateſt 
need, but alſo to be ynto them the meanes of their great 
miſerie and calamity, by inuading their country, ouer-. 
comming and leading them captiue, and mikey Vex= 
ing andafflicting them,intheland of their capriuity. By 
which experience, comming to a ſight of their vaine & 
 Fnfull confidence, they- preſently leauc and ſorſake it, . 

and putting their whole affiance in. God, cry our vnto 


him 3. 


That God by afflitionsincreaſeth onr hope and lone, 


him; There « none like vnto thee O Lord: thon art great, ler.t0.6. 


and thy name is great in power, And after the ſame mane 
ner wee, herein no better. then they, truſt in worldly 
helpes,rather thea in God thinking that our wiſedome 
and power ſhall deliuer vs from daungers, our friends 
from-pouerty and want, and that our Phiſitions ſhall 
preſerue ys in health, orrecouer vs out of ficknes; and 
therefore the Lord bringeth theſe things wherein wee 
truſt ynto the trouch-ltone oftriall, caufing vs to fall in- 
to perills, pouerty, and diſcaſes, that wee may haue exe 
petience ofthexweakeneſle and vanity of theſe earthly 
tuccours and then finding our wiſcdome is to bee ſo 
infatuated, that in ſecede of freeing, it doth the more in- 
tangle andinſnarevs inthe nett of daungers; that cur 
- friends doenot only forſake vs in our neede, but alſo 
further opprefle vs with fraud and violence; and that 
our ptifitions doe rather increaſe our paines, chen eaſe 
vsof them; wee leaue theſe vaine helps, and flee ynto 


the Lord, refting ypon his whole power and promiſes - 


for comfort and deliuerance. And being relecued by 
him inour greateſt diftreſle, by this experience our con= 
fidence and affiancein him is exceedingly trengthned 
and increaſed for the time to come; foras wee arc con=- 


_ fident in the affitance ofſucha friend, who hath often 


helped vs in our greateſt daungers; as wee truſt muck 
vnto ſucha Phiſhion, who hath in former times recouc- 
ted vs out of many deſperate diſeaſes; and boldly rely 
in the ftorme ypon the approued skill of ſuch a pilot, as 
hath formerly brought vs ſafe out of many daungerous 
rempefts into the defired hauen : ſo when the Lord hath 
deliuered ys out- of many tribulations, and hath been 
our helpe and comfort in our greeuous miſeries, when 
as being forſaken of all worldly ſuccour, our eſtate ſee 
med vtterly deſperate; thenis our truſt and afftiance in 
God ſoſtrengthned and increaſed, that wee are ready to 
fay with David, that chowgh wee ſhould walks through the 
2 1 ay Oo3 valley 


_Chap.2s | 


#3) 


Chap. 20. 436 Lib..2: 
That Godby affliftions increaſeth our hope andioue, 
P.al.23.4. wallyof the ſhadow of death, wee will feare noenill, becauſe 
God ts with v5,and bis rod aud ſtaffe doe comfort vs; and 
with the Church to fing that ſong of thankeſguing ; 
Pſal.46.1,2z, Gods our bope and ſtrength, aud helpe tntroubles ready to 
bee found,” Therefore will wee not feare though the earth 
be moned,and though the mountaines fall intothe middeſt of 
the Sea, Anexample whereof we haue in the Apolile,. 
who hauing receiued the ſ{cntence of deathin himſelfe, 
becaule hee ſhould nor truſt in himſelfe, but in God,. 
which raiſeth the dead, and being delivered through: 
the power & goodnes of God from this deadly danger, 
doth hereby confirme his afhance in him for rhe time 
to come, concluding,that becauſe hee already had ex- 
perience of Gods might and mercy in deliuering him, 
therfore he wold truſt in him, that yet hereafter he wold 
_ deliver him. As alſoin holy Job, wh1 hauing had mani- 
fold experience of Gods loue and afliftance in his miſe- 
ries and afflictions, groweth hereby fo confident and: 
couragious that heeprofeilerh ; though God ſhould kill 
him yet heewould ſtill truſt in him, 
$ Seft.2, Andrthus alſo doth the Lord by our afflitions- exers. 
7hs' Ged by ciſc,ſtrengrhen,and increaſe our hope; for then is our: 
aff:fions ſpirituall hope in the full tide, when our worldiy hopes 
Feng b1t9 areattheir greateſt cbbe ; then doe wee withall feruen-" 
ur bope in bm | : . ' 
cy and patience waite vppon God for the accompliſh- 
ing ofnis promiſes, when wee are fruſtrated of all earth= 
| ly cxpeRation; and then wee fixe this ſure anchor vp-: 
, pon Gods nepar decaying rrueth, looking for-comfont: 
and [tay from.him alone, when our worldly. hopes aps: 
peare falſe and deceiuable, leauing vs deſperately. for- 
Jorne in our greateſt miſeries, when as.they promiſed. 
vnto vs greateſt ſecurity, Vnto which our fpirievall; 
hopes when God anſwereth accordipg.co his word and: 
- trueth, and hath often giuen vnto vs that helpe and'de- 
Juerange which wee expected from him, then doth this? 
experience works hope (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) flrengrh- 
| | ning: 


2,Cor,1.9,10- 


Job 13.15, 


NGC: EH 
That Geaby affiiitions increaſeth ony hope and Nour, 
ning and aſſuring vs in-our expeQation, thar the Lord 


- *willhelpe and deliver vs; asin former tines, And rhis _ 
hope makethvs net aſhamed,in.our greateſt miſeries ; be= Roms5.4+ 


cauſe though wee wait long,yer are wee ſure at length 
tobe ſatiſhed in our cxpecRation, And though helpe 
and deliverance out of atflictions ſeeme as impoſffible 
to naturall reaſon, as for old Sz74 to hauea ſonne,yer if 
by manifold expericnce wee haue found, that our hope 
in God did neuer faile vs, then will weelearne witly A» 
braham, as tobelceue aboue belcefe, ſo alſo to hope a- 


boue hope. being folly afured that hee who hath promiſed, Rom.4.18.21. 


z able toeffett it. | p 
So ourloue of Godis exerciſed, confirmed, and in- 


creaſed by our croſſes; for this loue towards God (a3 afi&ions in« 
the ſponſe in the Canticles ſpeaketh) is ſuch a vehement creaſetb and 
flame, and(like wild-fire) ſo vnquenchable, that much confirme:b cur 


waters of affiiftion cannot extinguiſh it, nor whole flonds 


- . G - " | 
drowneit, Yea rathertheſe waters of tribulation, being Gag 8.6,7, . 


caſt vponirt,doe (like the water in theforge) adde much 
heate to this holy afeRion, when withall, the Lord 
with the breath of his ſpirit doth blow vypon it. And this 
will manifeſtly appeare, whether wee reſpeCt the inſtru. - 
ments of our correQions, the world, and wicked men, 
or the chiefe and principall cauſe, which is our gracious- 
'God,and merciful] Father, For the more the world ma- 
ligneth and perſecuterh' vs, the more our affeRion is 
weaned from the world, and the lefſe that wee lone the 
world, the more is our affeQiion inflametowards God, 
And therefore the Lord being icalouze ofpurlou?, ard 
deſiring to have our whole hearts withour'torriuall; or 
copartner;doth ſufferthe world to vſe vs roughlyand 
vnkindly, that our loue being withdrawen from ir,may 
bee fixed wholy vpon him, And as the louing mother 
when ſhee ſeeth her childe fonde' on her ſervant, and ra 
'negleAher who ſo much affeQeth him, doth cauſe the 
"ſeruautwheti the ſonne offendeth tocorre him, and to 
Oox | vic 
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Chap. 23. $94 LiD.2, 
' That God byaffliTions increaſeth our hope and lone. 
-vſc him hardly, that being cſtranged in his affeQtion. 
frombim, of whom hee recciueth ſuch hard meaſureghis 
whole loue may bee ſet on her : ſo when wee dote ypon 
the world with exceſfſiue fondnes, and neglet our hea- 
uenly Father who deſerueth all our loue; hemaketh it, 
as being his laue, to corre all our faults, andro yſe vs 
barſhly & vnkindely,not only to brings vato amend- 
ment, but alſo to weane our hearts from this. pernicious 
loue, to the end thar hee may haue the whole intereſtin 
our affeion. Yca our louc towards God is increaſed, 
not onlyin regard of theſe inferiour cauſes aad inſtru- 
ments of our afflitions; but alſo,it lifting the cies of our 
mindes higher, wee doe take knowledge of the chiefe 8& 
ſupreame cauſe of our chaſtiſements, and diſcerne that 
it:sthe hand of our heavenly. Father, who vſeth theſe 
roddes and ſcourges to corre&t vs: for. our finnes, For 
as weefinde by worldly experience, that cockring inthe 
parent, breedeth contempt in the childe; and that con- 
tempt and loue doe never match togeather ; whereas 
ſeuerer diſcipline worketh in his heart awtull reverence, 
which is atrue mixture of fearc- and loue, and maketh 
himo ſhew all affeionate duty to his parent, that hee 
may obtaine his fauour; and ſp by continuall inuring 
oftimintheſe dutics of loue, it.is at laſt made hearty & 
habicuall , though happily feare and formallity did 
firſt. begin it: ſo if our heauenly Father ſhould coc- 
ker vs with pleaſure and proſperity, his kindenes would 
cauſe-contempt; and contempt would like a fretting 
canker cate out the heart. of loue, and make. vs neglect 
all filiall reſpc&:-but by keeping vs vnder firit gouers 
ment; andby. correRing vs when wee doe amifle, hee 
worketh in our hearts an.awfull reverence, whereby we 
are incjtcd to the performance of all filial duties; and to 
ſhew all love towards him, that ſo wee may gaine ſome 
_ aſſurance ofhis loue and fauour towards vs, of which we. 
make higheſt accompr,whenas it isendeared by _ w- 
- ficulty- 


LID;2. 169 Men Chap.22 

That God by affiiftions increaſeth our hope and lone; * 
ficulty of obtaining ir. Beſides our loue towards: God 
is much increaſed in our afflitions, when as in his-ſhars 
peſt chaſtiſements,weplainely diſcerne his fatherly loue 
and goodnefle towards vs, and that not.only.in regard 
of their end,which is the amendement of. our lives, and 
faluation of our ſoules, but alſo in reſpe& ofhis. whole 
courſe and carriage in the infliting of them. For loo- 
king into our affliftions with a ſpirituall cie, wee ſhall | 
plainely diſcerne Gods wiſe prouidence, bothinthein-. ' 
fliing and diſpoſing of them, Wee ſhail perceiue 
how. hee bridleth-and cutbeth in the rage of our- 
enemics, ſothat though.their mallice be neuer ſo great. 
yet they are_not ſuffered ro goe beyond their tether, 
Wee ſhall ſce his fatheriyloue and care whereby he mo-- 
derateth. and. meaſurcth our afflitions according to- 
our ability. to beare them,. making our croſle lighter. 
when it.isready to oppreflevs, or vs-ſttonger:to ſuſt- 
aincthewaight, Wee ſhall ſenſibly finde, how hee ſup. 

rteth vs with his might, when wee are ready faint, 
and liftech ys:vp againe, when wee. are. foiled orfallen, 
Wee ſhallin our outward c:ofies feele the inward com-. 
forts of his.ſpirit,the which are.ſopleaſant and.'delight-» 
full, thattheyare ſufficient to ſweeten a world 'of miſe- . 
ries,and.as.the. Apoſile ſaith, the more onr ſuffrings 4- 
bound inwvsthe more our conſolations ſhall abound through 
Chriſt.; the more hee reſtraineth vs from feeding ypon- 
worldydelicates, which would glut & cloy, but neuer 
fatiffie vs; the more liberall banquet hee maketh vs of 
ſpirituall bleſſings, giuing vs to drinke full lagons of 
his louegfilling.vs with inward feeling of his fauour,and-. 
with thoſe precious cates ofhis ſauing graces, . Finally © 
ſecing ourloue: towards our benefaRouris proportios 
ned according toour valuation of his gifts, and ſeeing 
weearebroughtto eſteeme-of Gods benefitsrather by 
wanting, then by enioying them; Heereby-it cometh 
26 polls, har met EP PEN AER Horny wbitnind 

: he 


2.Cora-55- 


Lamwen 3-32, 


S Sect. 4. 
That God by 
our affl ons 
Work-th an1 
increaſeth 

bis ſcare iz vs. 


p _Tib:3e 


Ghop.2 ' 490 
$7 That Gollby affutions 
eaketh his gifts ftrom-vs,cthen when we doe ſecurely poſ- 
ſeſſe ther, For by the want of them finding their va'ue, 
we then know and acknowledge how much wee are 
bound vnto God for ſuffering vs graciouſly ſolong to 
enioy them; we come aifo by this cot1derarion to a fight 
of the exceilency of thoſe benefits, which (till God ts 
conceur to continue vnto Ys; and ſo are more Jouing 
and thanktull for the remainder of Gods bleſſings, then 
when we had all withour any partition, thinkipg our 
ſelues (with the affli ted Church) more behold.ng vato 
God,that we are not vtterly cor:ſumed,then we did when 
we abounded in worldly proſperity, and wanted no- 
thing that our hearts defired, | 
Thus alſo our feare of God receiuech much growth 
and firength by our afflitiss, which vſually is weakned 
and impaired with that wretchleſneſſe and ſecurity 
which ariſeth from long proſperity, For howſcerer our 
feare of God, being a filiall afteftion, ſhould chicfly 
pring from faith and aſſurance of his loue towards vs, 
and from that loue which is infl:med in our hearts to- 
wards him, by the apprenenfion of this his vndeſerued 
fauour,and the conſideration of thoſe innumerable be- 
nefits which as fruits of this fatherly f{cRion,haue been 
communicated vnto vs; chiefly tearing to offend and 
diſpleaſe {och a gracious God whom we ſo loue,becauſe 
hee ſo louethvs : yet ſo is our ſpirituall part hampred 
with the ficſh, and our filiail atteftion afſou!red with 
carnall negligence 'and ſecurity, thar ( hercin like 
vnto earthly children) wee feare our heauenly Father 
moſt, when he holdeth in his hand the rodde of corre- 
Rion, und when weſee that by offetrding him, we make 
our ſclues obnoxious vnto his heavy iucgements, the 
Which we cannot poſſibly cfcape either by rchfling his 
powe7er anoiding his preſence, And ſo wretchleſſe we 


'are-inall good duties; and ſo much delighced with the 


Pleaſures of firine, rthatifwehad apriuiledge of inzpr- 
| nity, 


Lib. 


497 Chap: 24, 
increaſeth in vs his loge and feare, = 
nity, doing what we liſt withour controlement, and did 
- not feare the ſmart of correction which followeth in, - 
as well as the diſpleaſure of our louing father,we would 
grow difſolute in our courſes, and be hardly kepr either 
in awe or order, And therefore the Lord, our of his 
mercy and louetowards vs, makerh vs to fcare him for 
his iudgemets,ſeeing we wil not ,2s weought,feare him 
for his mercies,and to ſtand in awe of him to auvoide our 
ownepaine, when we take nocare to auoide his father - 
ly diſpleaſure : as wee may ſce in theexample of hoy 
Damdtimſcif, who tiaving ofcen felt the ſmart of Gods 
chaſtizing han, cricth out : Jy fleſh rrembleth for feare 
of thee, I am afraide of thy indgements, For the burnt 
child dreaderh the fire,and he who hat1once been ſcor- 
ched with the heat of Gods wrrath, and felt the ſmart of 
his di'pleaſure;will hardly eucr after be a!lured with the 
ſweetneſle of finne to incurce the danger therof againe, 
Knowing that it is afearefull thing to fall intothe hands of 
the liting God, Whereas they who! neuer raſtcd the bir« 
tetneffe and ſowrenefle of theſe heauy iudgements, and 
neuer fe! the ſmart of theſe whips, are ready to nibdle 
at euzry Norldly baitc,and to hayard che committing of 
any finnc,out of « anton 'conterypt and hope of impuni« 
ty.For as the wiſe man ſpeaketh, beranſe ſentence againſt 
an enill worke is not executed ſpeedily,therefore the heart of 
the children of men is fully ſet in themto doe exill, To wiich 
purpoſe the Lord thus reaſonerth with his owne Church 
ahd people; hom diddeſt' thou reverence or feare ſeein 
thon haſt lied unto me,and haſt n1t remembred me,ror laid = 57-11; 
it to the heart? I's it not becauſe | hold my peace, and that of 
long time therefore thou feare!t- me not? And therefore ſee- 
ing alitions worke in ys the feare o: God, whereby we Plal. 121,165. 
ateincited to all good duties,and reſtraincd from finne, 
which wou!d11 this life fill our conſciences with horror 
and tetror of Gods v:rath;ang calt vs.inro cternall cone 
demaation inthe life to ceme; great. cauic. baue we to: 


kiſle- 


P/al.l 19.120, 


Heb.1a 37, 


Eccle(.8.1z; 


"Chap. 32,- . 492. Lib, 2, 
That God by affliftionsworketh-in ys true hamility, 
kifſeour earthly croſſes with comfort and contentment; 
ſceing they doe not ſo much-crucifie vs as our finnes, by 
the death ofthe fleſh preſerue vs from death everlaſting, 
and bypricking vs in the ſides haſten our ſpeed in.the 
way of righteouſneſle and holinefle, which at laſt will 
bring vs to.cndleficioy;and heauenly happineſle, 
$.Seft.s Finally the Lord vſeth theſe afflitions, as a notable 
That God by meanes to workeand-:increaſcin vs that exceilent grace 
«#:10n:wor- Of humility, bringing vs thereby roa ſight and ſeaſe of 
«tb andin- our ownvilenefle and ynworthineſle, to a true acknow- 

. —_— vs; ledgement of our-infirmities, weakneſle, and greatin= 
—_— ſufhiciency,and co a voluntary ſubietion and ſubmiſſi- 
| fo 1. : s 

_ on of our wiils in. all things to the good will and plea- 
ſureof God. For whereas in the time of proſperity we 
are ſo blinded with naturall pride and ſelfeloue, that we 
neuer come toa cleareknowledge of our ſelues, nor to.a 
true valuation of our owne:gifts and good parts;bur are. 
puffed vp — a great opinion.of* 

Philos, Our owneexccllency,ftrength and abilities; imagining 

43%  thatthough God ſhould leaue ys tour ſelues,we.could 
ftand-in-our owne-might, refit any tentation, and en- 
counterand ouercome any enemy; when God bringeth 
vs into trouble and affliion, and exercifeth vs with 
thoſe yſuall rrialls of fickneſſe, pouerty, diſgrace,or loſſe 
of our neereſt.and deereſt friends; then arc we by them 
brought eo a fight of our own frailty and infirmity,and 
by this experience find, howynable weare by our owne 
ftreygth to indurethe weakeſt triall, or to get the vp- 
per hand ouer the leaſt tentation. And then caſting fiom = 
vs our vaine ſelfe confidence, we implore the Lords 
aſſiſtance, and truſt wholly in the power of his might, 
through which obtaining vitory,we diſclaim all praiſe 
25notdue ynto ys, and returne it ynto God to whom 
PAL rs, efright it appertaineth,ſaying with the Church, #or2#- 
 tovs O Lord,not unto vs but vnts thy name gine theglory. 

And whereas inthe time of our proſperity, we _— 

© Em aue 


77 43,  Chip.u; 
That God by afflitions worketh in vs true bunility, 
baue all theglory our. ſclues, and will ſcarce admit the 


Lordtobea ſharer with vs;: In our affliction we ſce Dan.s.7, 


and acknowledge that nothing belongeth ynto vs bur 
ſhameand confufion of face, and wharſocuer is praiſe- 
worthy in vs,we aſcribe ie wholly vnto the Lord,as vn- 
to the ſole author and fountaine of all our good. Finally 
whereas in our proſperity we grow ſo wiltull and tub- 
borne,that we cannot with meekneſſe and patience ſub-- 
mit our: Will to the will of God, bat rather wiſh that 
ours,then his ſhould be fulfilled; and wax through pride 
and inſolency ſo impatient, that we forme and rage, 
when we are but touched with any ſleight affliction; as - 
though we thought that ſome wrong and'iniury were. 
offered vs by God,when we,who haue in our own con- 
ccipt deſcrued ſo well, are thus put to ſuffer this ſmart 
and miſery:this fire ofaffli&ion melceth & ſoftneth our: 
hard and ftubborne hearts,making them tender and pli- 
able vnto the good will and-pleaſure of almighty-God, 
and theſe chaſtiſements and corre@ions, bringing vs to 
a fight and ſenſe of our manifold and grieuous finnes,do 
cauſe vs towudge & condemn our ſ{c:ues as worthy of far | 
greaterpuniſhme.1ts,& then do we not only with meek-- 
neſſe and patience fuffer theſe fatherly corretions, but 
are readytoacknowledpge,that it is the wonderfull mer- 
cy of the Lord that- we are not viterly conſumed. And 
as cockered chiſdren doe ftcuggle and firive with their. 
parents,when they goe about to chaſtiſe them for their 
tauls and-with great impaticncy roare and-crie our, . 
when they feelethe ſmara of the firſt tripes, but when: 
they ſee them reſolues to continue and redouble their 
blowes,till they haue broken themof their Rubborneſle, 
they at laſt become as mild as lambes,and with al meck- 
neſſc and humility ſubmic themfſelues ro rheirparents 
pleaſure:ſo when our heauenly- father firſt taketh ys in* 
hand after we haue been long cockered in plenty and: 
proſperity: , and beginneth. to corre ys for our fins; 
; We. 


Chap-22. 494 : Lib!'2: 

That God by afflitions worketh in vs true humility. 

we murmur and repine, raggle and firiue with great 
imparicncie and:rebellion againſt his will and prout- 

dence,but when he'ftill beateth vs with theſe rods, and 

either continueth or increaſeth our afflitions, and ad- 

deth one croflc vnto another, then our proud and ſturdy 

Rtomacks being maſtred,we humble our ſelues vnder his 

holy hand,and indure whatſocuer correction he is plca- 

ſed to inflict with all meckneſlſe and patience, And this 

is aprincipall end why the Lord. afflictcth vs, thathe 

may abate our pride,tame our vnrulineſſe,and worke in 

Deut.32. ye that excellent vertue of humility. For ſo himſelfe ſaith 
that he afflicted his people forthe ſpace of forty yeeres 

inthe wildernefſe,that he might humble and prone thews; 

And the Apoſtle Pax aftirmerth of himſclfe, that God 

Z.Cor.12.7, gaue him that pricke in bes fleſhand the meſſenger of ſathan 
to buffet hins, x th he might not be exalted aboue meaſure 

with the multitude of rexelations, The whiich his end be 

powerfully effe&teth as we may ſee by many examples, 

Thus Dazid in his greateſt afflitions humbleth himſelfe 

2.5am, I7426, before God.ſaying Here ams I, let bim doe to me as ſee- 
meth geod in his cies. SO Rehoboam,who whilſt he enioyed 

peaceand proſperity, was ſo proud and inſolent, -when 

he was brought into the ſtraights ofaffliction by reaſon 

that the King of Egypr made war againſt him, humbled 

>.Chro.r 2.6, #imſelfe before the Lord, ackwowleaging that the Lord was 
Dan4.27.3r, if. And Nebuchadnezzar who 1n pride of heart had ſo 
glotiouſly boaſted ofhis might and maiefly, being grie- 
uouſly afflicted humbleth himſclfe and giuethyato God 
all praiſe and glory. Yea wicked Hanaſſes himſelfe, who 
had raged again God and his ſaints, with wonderfull 
inſolency, when he. was led captiue by his enemies ih 
fetters and chaines, then was this wild colt and ſavage 
lion broken and tamed, and be. humbled himſelfe greatly 
before the Lord his God, Yea cuen where there hath been 
no place for rrue humility inthe reprobate hearts of wic- 
ked men;afflitions hauc wrought ſo powerfully in them, 
; that 


2.Chro 33.12, 


©; ir 45 Chap. 22+. 
That Godby affiiftions workgth in vs true hamility. 
thatthey haue been broughthereby. to an outward and 


hypocritzcall humiliation, as we may ſee in the exam- Ex0d.10.16, 


ple of Pharaoh and Ahab, who in their afflitions con= 
teſſed their fin and humbled themſelues before the Lord. 
And thus it appeareth that the Lord by affliction doth 
powerfully pull downe ourpride, and worketh andin- 
creaſcth in our hearts that 'excelient grace of humility, 
which being the foundation and ground of other yer- 
tues,deth, the deeper itis layd in our hearts, makethe 
building of ſpirituall grace ſo much the more firme and 
ſtrong, that the tempeſts of tentztion cannot ouerthrow 
it, Of which the afflicted Church hauing good experi-' 


ence,profeſſeth it to be good for a man to beare the yoke of Lamet: 3.286 
affliction euen in his youth. $ _ be ſtteth meckly alone & 29-30, 
0 


keepeth [ilence,becauſe he hath borne it wpon him, He put- 
. teth his month m the duſt if there may be hope. He gineth 
his cheeks ta kim that ſmiteth him,and is filled full with re- 

roch. The confideration whereof ſhould mouc vs to 
bearc all our afflitions with patience and comfort, ſee- 
ing werecciue this fingulas fruit by them, and haue this 
excellent grace of humility,which is the ornament that 
gracethal our ather graces in the (ight of God and men, 
both begun and alſocontinued. and increaſed in vs;and 
that damnable ſinne of pride mortified and ſubdued, 
which is ſo odious and abominable in the fight of God, 
that he loatheth his owne gifts which are tainted and 
Rained with itzand chooſeth rather to ſuffer his deereſt 
children-to fall into other grieuous ſinnes, that in the 
fight ofthem they may be humbled, then indure that 

ride ſhould harbour in them;becauſe their other fannes 
doe not ſo much diſhonor God, nor hinder the ſaluation 
of their ſoules,as this ſinne of pride, if it were ſuffered 


to raigne in them in itfull trength,In which reſpe& one Aveuſtdeci- 
faith;I dare be boldro affirme, that it is profitablefor thenitndeib,14e 


youu to fall into ſome open & maiiteſt ſin,that here- 
7 they may diſpleale themſclues, who formerly _ 
: - by 


Chap.22. "OO bes. 
That God by affliftions meneth vs to repentance, 

by too much pleaſing : So Peters diſpleaſure, was more 
holeſome to his ſoule when hee-wept and walled, then 
his pleaſing of himſclfe when he prefumed, 


Cuae, X X111, 


That God by our affliftioneworketh andincreaſeth in v1 re- 
pentance and new obeatence. 


S Set, 1 MAYES Nd thus houeI ſhewed that affi:Aions are 
That by affit» Ny + ay vicd by God as a notable meancs to 
TI \ y 
NS. 


' ions we come |þ $5 work inour mindes and hearts all ſanRify 


fo e xamine our Aly "\ 4 ing and fauing graces : It now followeth 
waies, toſee Lo. 4 . 

wor finxer and Þ AA Fj, to declate how the fruits of theſe graces, 
tobewaile EIT) repentance and new obedience, arc by 


them with bit- theſe fetherly correions furthered and increaſed. For 
tergricfe. as affliionsdocnorably helpe forward our effeQuall ca{- 
| =p ling and firſt conuerſion vnto God, ſo do they much fur- 
tio preducie her our repentance, and prouoke vs continually torc- 
merorem cf new the at thereof after our many relapſes arid daily 
compuntt.o- {lippes into finne.. And when having reſoluedto walke in 
| "Ik _ the way of holine(le and rightecuſnefle towards our hea- 
5 oienem, Uenly home, weare in our paſſage alluredto turne out of 
educit lanes. the right path into the by=waies of ſin and wickedneſſe, 
rem & irfefti- by hauing the baites of worldly vanities (et before vs, the 
onem,adducit Lord caſteth into our waie theſe thornes and briars.: 
hank my aff]ition and tribulation, making thereby our wandring 
tz inter or. and digrefſing fo diſtaſtfull and vnpleafant, that we are 
thodoxagr, de neucr at reſt yntill we bercturned by repentance into the 
prtient, vere ripht way againes Soone faith that God ſtriketh into the 
contempt. c. 6: heart of manterrour and feare, thathe may weancand 
with-draw it from the [ouc ofthe world, andprickerh him 
with cribulations, that hee may not loue his way better 
then the end of hisiorney, nor his pilgrimage better then 
his country. For his fatkerly chaftiſcmenrs produce ſor- 
row and compunCtion,bring into vs feare and _— 
[aW 


bac ES Chap.3 
That Godby affti 8 Os torepentance, . 
draw outof vs infirmicy andinfeRion, and cauſe vnto vs 
| ſtrengchand recoucry ofour health. Butthis will beecer 
appcarcif we particularly ſhew how affliction furthercch 
v8in all the duties and ations, which are performed by 
vs in the praQtiſe of repentance ; for firſt, when God cor- 
retethvs, we looke backe vnto our former courſes, 
and conſider and examine our ſclues what (innes wee 
haue committed , which haue mouedthe Lord toin- 
flitvpon vs theſe iudgementsand cheftiſements; and by 
this examination we cometo a light and {cnceof finne, 
andcoan humble acknowledgement, that we ſuffer no- 
thing from God, butthat which our finne hath iuſtly de- 
ſcrucd: an example wherof we have in [acobs ſonnes, who 
by their troubles and afflition were brought to a light 
and fecling of that grieuous crime, of bctraying and (cl- | 
ing their brother /oſeph. We hane verily ſinned (lay they) Gen. 42. 21. 
Againſt owur brother , in that we ſaw the angui(h of hs ſoule, 
when be beſonght vs, and we would not hears him: therfore 
the trouble come ypon vs. And becauſe pride, fclfe-loue 
and liking of our melt eftecmed finnes, doth commonly 
. dazlc our Gight and make vs cuen (tarke bliade in this 
ſearch & diſquiſition ; therfore doth the Lord oftentimes 
obſcrue (as hath beene ſkewed) an analogy, proportion 
_ andſimilitude, betweene he quality.of the finne and the 
' corcetion which he infliteth for it, and ſo leadeth vs (as 
it were) by the hand, that we may come to finde and fecle 
it by this his guidanceand direRion, Ancxamplewher- 
of we haue in David, wheſe finne of murther and adulte- 
ry , was cerreAtecd with the rape of 78 an9-r' and con- 
cubines, and the murther of his childfen and ſubie&s by 
oneanother, Secondly, when by afflition weare wake- 
ned out of our ſecurity , brought to looke backe andto 
ſay, what baxe | done ;and when by ſcarching and exami- 
ning our owne conſciences we fee andacknewledge, how 
baynouſly we hauc offended God, and feelethe burthen 
and ſmartof fin pinching and oppreffing vs both at once, 
4 | 


"" 


then 


That Godby afflitions moneth 5 toyepentance. 
then arc we hereby moued to bitter griefe and harty ſor« 
row, becaufe we have oftended our gracious father, and 
forced him by our wickedacſic to proceed inthefe (eucre 
courſes for our corre@ion and reformation For when 
our hcartsare ſo hard that finne alone will not worke in 
them ſorrow and remorſe, aftl:;&ions and ſenſe of ſmart 
being added to them as: a double weight, docbruſe and 
prefic out ofthem fighes.and grones: and this rod of cor- 
retion beating ypon thele hard rockes, doth caufe them 
co yceld (treames of teares, and (as it were) to waſh and 
bath our finfull ſoules in the waters of true-repencance. 
For howſoeucr in Gods deareft children griefefor the afs 
flitionsthemſcluces which they fſufter, hathcommonly 
the firft place, yet this ſorrowfor ſmart, doth alwaics:end 
in ſorrow for finne. and when correction with fence of 
paine bath made the heart ſoft and tender, and hath filled 
(as it were) the ceſternes of the eyes wirh plenty of water; 
then grace commeth and altereth the vſc, and whereas it 
was prouided by nature for the depſoring of our afflicti- 
on, itis now imploied and powred out by grace for the 
bewayling of our ſinnes, which are the deſcruing cauſe of 
allour ſmare and miſery. -. Fats: 
$:ScA, 2, Thus alſo doth the Lord by our-afflitions worke - 
That by affli- ia vs a truce hatred. of finne ; and » hereas it is (9. 
Hom weare (yet to corrupted nature, that.we are ready ( as licos- - 
mooued to kate , us children doe ſugar) to keepeit vnderour tongue; 
our (innes, to 0 EE ; f . wy hy p 
conſeſſe them Yet When itis imbittered*with this gall ofaffiitions , we 
nt God, to ſpititoutlike a loathſome medicine, and begin to abhor 
flee and for- that before liked meate , whenſuch vaplcaſant ſawce' is 
ſake them, and yyjagled with it » By them likewiſe are we brought to an 


br wow - humblc confeſſion of finne vnto God whom we hauc of 


duties of holj. Fended , and to an carnelt delire of pardon 8nd forgiue- 
2efſe and righ. neſſe, that ſo being freedof our ſinnes, we may alſo be ca- 
reouſneſſe, ſedofourſinart, AndthisDanid, when the hand of God 
was heauy vporhins day and night, and hu moiſture therby 

twrnedinkyrhedronght of former ; laiedapcn his Gnnes 
Y q 4 betore . 


__ 


10. 2, _ "499: | _ Chap.,22, 
That God by affliitians moneth v5 to Anerre—_n * 
before che Lord by: humble confeſſion, andſ{pread in his 
fightall his bonds of debt, that hauing his finacs parde- 
nedand bonds cancelled , hee might be deliucred from 
that affli;Ction and corre&tien which did accompany 
them, Then (laith he)-7 ackwowledged my ſSiune vnto thee, Plal. 32.4 5 
reither hid I mine iniquity ; for I thought I will confeſſe a ** a 
gainſt my ſelfe-my wickednefſe , and thow forganeſt the pu- 
niſhment af my ſinne, And furthermore hauing talted and 
felr the birtternefſe and ſmart of thele loathſome lawces 
andſharpe whips, weflce finne with all watchfulcarc for 
che time-tocome, which. (as weehaue found by cxperie 
ence) hath made vs obnoxious to them , and heedfully 
auoide the committing of any wickednefle leaſt we there = 
by diſpleaſing againe our heauenly father, do mouc him 
toreſume into bis hands theſe rods of chaftizementc and 
to corretour new ſinnes with new afflitions,which in al 
likelibood will be more; ſharpe and ſcucre,, then thole 
which we ſuffered in ime palt, becauſe we have no better = 
profited by ourformer corrections, Andthis benefit of 
affi tions moving vs to flecand farſake l(inne, is implicd 
1nthat excellent -praicr wade by Salomon: : when heauen 1. King, $. 5. 
(faith he) ſhalt be ſhut vp, and:there. ſhall bens raine,, be- 36. 
cauſe they haue finned againſsthee ; andſhall pray in this 1 
place and confefſe thyname,andinrne from their finue when 
thou doeſt afflutt them; thenheare thou in heauen andpar- 
dox the finne of thy ſernants, &'c., ;Neither doe affliczor.s | 
ſrruc onely as a meanes to make vs ſee, bewaile, confefle, 
hate and forſake our finnes, butalfa doe incite and pro- 
uoke vs to ſerue the Lordin all, holy and chriſtian duty, 
which rcſpet him, our nejghboursor or {elues ; nor 2re 
they behoucful alone for the mortifying of our Ginnes, bur 
alſo forthe quickning andinabling vs to performe all the 
workcs of holineflcand rightcouſncfle which God inhis 
lawrequireth of vs. For-thevgh our hearts (throngh the E 
gift and grace of God) arebecome good ground, and ft | 


to recciuc and retaine the ſeed of Gods word, yetare they 
Pp 2 made 


Chap. 23. © 500 Lib. 
Toat God by affiiftions moneth vs to repentance, 
made much more fruitfull by the winter of affliion,and 
by hauing the cold ſnow of erouble and miſery lying vp- 
on them, Though wee are already inflamed with a true 
zcale of Gods glory , yet doth this heavenly fire burne 
much more feruently when the winde of tribulation 
doth blow vpon it: though forthe preſentie ſocmeth to 
be kept downeand hindredfrom burning by theſe tem- 
Heb, 12,12, Peſtuous blaſts, Andthis the Apollle plainely expreſ- 
ſeth : Nochaſtiſcng (faith he) for thepreſent ſeemeth to be 
iozous but grienou ; yet afterward it bringeth the quiet 
frait of righteouſneſſe unto them which are thereby exerci- 
Nonfic ſemina Se» To which purpoſe another ſaith that the (weereſt 
deletus imbey ſhowers doe not ſocaulſe the ſeede tobud andgrow; as 
germinzree> this ſhower of teares doth makethe ſeed of godlinelſe to 
creſcere ſacit, ſprout and ſpring . For when the ſoule is waſhed and the 
hey __ minde watered with theſe tcares of repentance, the bud: 
 vernare facie and branch of holcſome doftrine within a while ſpring- 
ex lachrymis cth and ſhooteth vp . The conſideration whereof ſhould 
mens imber, much comfort vs inall our afflictions, ſeeing this profi- 
op cue. table fruit of repentance ariſeth from them ; for thrice 
_ "tr 6, happy arc thoſe blowes and firipes wbich by making the 
tow, 5, body to ſmart for the preſent, doc inflitmortall wounds 
into vur killing finnes, andpreſerue both body and ſoule 
from theſe deadly ftings , which otherwiſe would 
wound them ynto death everlaſting . Moſt blefled vnto 
v3 arc thefe rods and whips which by cauſing the skin to 
ſmarr, doe curethoſe deadly wounds in our hearts and 
ſoules; andby yexing vs with their ſtripes, doc keepe vs 
from vexing God with our ſinnes,, And moſt happy may 


wethink*= ourſclues when the Lord vſeth theſe affliti- 
ons, as ſpurs and goades inour fidcs to pricke vs forward. 
in the way of holincſſc and righteouMetle, when in our 
ſelucs we are drowlic, dull and dead, vato all good aQi- 
ons; and as cords to draw vs on in holy and chriftian du- 
tics, when in our owne diſpoſition we are backeward and 
ſluggiſh, h wy 


And 


. That Godby af filliens wonethv3to repentance... 
And thus jt appcateth that by afflitions our repen- 


rance is daily renewed and increaſed : The like may be $ Sef,z, - 
ſaid of eur ncw obedicnce , and that whether we ynd<r. That God byafs 


ſtand that aRiue obedience, whereby we firiucand indea- f 
your to doe the will of God ; orthatpaſſiue obcdience, 


by which we arc content with mecknes and paticnce, that y;1,e to bis. 
Gods wil may bedone invs.Both which the holy Apoſtle wilt. © * 
propomndeth vnto ysinouronely patterne and precedent Heb. 13, 17, 


lefus Chriſt, whoſe example hee exhorteth ys to folluw, 
both in willing aad mccke ſuffering that which our hea- 
uen'y father intliteth on vs , in ceaſing from finne, and 
iniiving forecrime to come, not after the luſtsof men, 
but after the will of God, Goncerning the former we are 
toknow, that whereas we like pampercd or refſty horſes, 
are ready Arher to goe out ofthe way of rightcoulneſle, 
orclſeto ſtand ill, or goſlow]y forward; the Lord vſeth 
affliRtionsas a ſtaffeto beate vs into the way,and to make - 
ys to returne into-our right courſe, from which we bauc 
digreſſ<d; and alſoas a ſpuror goade to pricke vs on whe 
we make afſtand , or bur ſmall haſt in going on in this (pi» 
ricuall journcy. And whereas likechildren wee caſt the 
commandemeats' of aur heavenly father behinde our 
backes , when wecare toomuch cockcted : and grow 
carlefle and negligentin all good duties which we ow? 
vnto him, being lefe co our own liberty ; when he ſtrickt- 
ly calleth vs to account, and finding vs idle and floathfal, 
doth ſharply chaftiſe vs for our ncgle& of that duty 
which he hath required; then doe we with all care and di- 
ligence informe our (clues in his holy will, treaſure vp his 
commandementsin our hearts and memory,and with all 
readineſle put in practiſe, as occaſion ſcructh, whatſocuer 
duty is inioyned vnto ys... Sothat this ſweet: incenſe of 
our new obedience doth then ſend forth the moſt de- 
lightfull odour, when as iris offered ynto God by the fire 
of affliftion : And as the ſweeteſt roſe doth ſpring out 
from among the ſharpeſt prickles, ſo the dutics of obedi- 
RF | Pp 3 dicnce 


pray 5 0 » | T-3h. at 
bet G od by efflit;ons increaſeth our new obedience. 
_dience which we owe vnto God, dothen appearcin their 
© chiefc beauty ahd bravery; and .yeceld the moſt ſweetand 
- 1 plealing ſent, when they growandſprout vp from among 
theſe prickles and briars of. affliction and tribulation. 
And this the Apoftle plainly: tefltfeth., namely that 
Heb. 12,11, though afflitions in themſelucs are vrpleaſant and grie- 
Eſa. *6.9. wore, yct being watered with the dewof Gods grace, they 
Pak 219.67; bring foorth the quiet frait ofrighteaufueſſe vnto them that 
| 9 _ are thereby exerciſed. SotheProphetrelleth vs, that ſce. 
perſe cutioners ing Gods indgments are in theearth, the inhabitants of the 
. pertulers, world (pal leartie righteouſueſſe. Yealoneccllaryare theſe 
Gregor. eviſt, affii;issfor the keeping of vs intheright way & the fur- 
Uh. 6.4.19. thering of our ftuitfulneſſe in holy duties, that when we | 
"Pſa. 44.17.18. arcfreed & ſecured from them,we are ready egerre out of 
vt terranifſi the path of Gods precepts, (as we may fee in ſe example 
euliafarrit - of David who out of his owne experience ſaithz before 7 
| > ay was afftitied I went aſtray ; but now I keepe thy word) yea 
lum jrulty arid: to become barren and 'vuprofitable, not yeelding 
hominibusde, any ſtore of thele fruits of obedience; whereas when we 
negas, ſede are continually vnder the rod, and feclethe ſmart of our 
| TE ſloth and negligence; then doc weheedfully remember 
its ins viſa what Godrequireth ,cand darcnotfalterand faile in the 
aria tentatio. performarice of our duty,as we may ſee inthe example of 
nibus faerit the afflifted church, who ſaith; eA!/thys ts come pon vs 
Confeltus efſi- yet doe we not forget thee, neither deelewe falſly concerning 
= 2 - _ thy comenant : Onur heart is not turned backe, neither our 
cit ſed aliqus. Pens gone ont of thy path, 6. Inwhich reſpeR weeare 
tein lapſum "Helly Lompared vrito Walnut-trees , whichare fomuch 
Incurric, Ba. - he more fruitfull, by how muchthey arcthegnore bea- 
ER - ten; of viſto arable grounds, which brihg forthno good 
ne: age 'graine but weedband thiftles, .briars-and chornes}, vn- 


$8.4, Heſſe they bebraketandtorneinfurder withtheplow and 


t 


, 


[ | The former Hartow, nit; 11Toh SEE f120,;. 83 Bt 5 

| pointilluſire. * Weare indeed fruitful vineyard of Gods own plant= 

Zedbyfimili. 5ng, and we who'wete wild branches barren of all good 

Indcrand ex- £11: ofholineſſeand cighteouſneſſe , are through Gods 
infinite 


ample, 


"+ + # nd. 


That God by affiitions increaſeth our new obethence, ., 
infinite mercy and loue ingraſted into the true Vine Te- 
ſus Chriſt, from whom. zeceiying all our life and ſappe; 
we are inabled co bring; forth the pleaſant grapesofnew 
obedience; bur yerif we werelet alone, and ſuffered to 
run out with vncontrouled liberty wee would like the 
fruitful Vine, which is neuer prunexl, returne to our old 
naturall wildneſle, and bring forth no other fruit, then - 
thoſe ſowre grapes of iniquity and finne, And therefore _ 
our heauenly vintager forhis owne glory and our good 
cutteth away the ſuperfluities of our licencious liberty, 
and pruncth ys with tfiis pruning knife of trouble and 
afMidtion, that being keptſhort.in our worldly and car- 
nall defires, wee may become -more fruirfull in all holy 
duties, So our Sauiour faith ; 7am the treevine, and my 
father i an husbandman, Enery branch that beareth nat 
fruit in me, he taketh away : and euery one that beareth 
frait hepwrgeth it, that it may bring forth wore fruit, We 
are fruicfull crees of rightcouſnefleplanted by Gad him. 
ſelfe; but yet that we may continue in this good eſtate, 
wehad great neede to be waſhed with the boyſterous 
ttormes oftribulation,and to be nipped with the pinch+ 
ing frofts of trouble and affliftion, that ſothoſe cankers 
and caterpillers of pride, forgerfulneſſe of God, and car- _ 
nall ſecurity which the ſummer of proſperity & wretch- Arboresnu- 
lefſe eaſe doe breedin vs may bekilled and deſtroied ; merofore gre- 
2s alſo that we may be hindred fromſending forth the _—_— js 
vnprofitable ſhures of wil-worſhip and. fuperſtition, par frigerieala 
through the vnſeaſonable warmth of prepoſterous zeale gentierepri- 
which,if they were not nipped in with the feare of Gol! munter. Hie-- 
ariſing from his. correRion, and making vs carefull, that rm epiſt,ad 
we-offer nothing_ynto. him, but that pleaſing ſervige 760mm am 
which ke hath required: 3; wee ſhould pend our whale Wetn, 
irength in bringing forth theſe fruits-of our owne'in- | 
uentions, and be yrterly barren and bare of thoſe timely 
ripe fruits of new obedience , Wee are throughthe cle- 

Kon of grace Godsfaithfull feruants,, but, yernottho» - 
Fg | Pp 4 rowly © 


Toh, 1 F, I, + 


Shap;232; 


gainſt him, yet he ſaith becauſe the 


2.Chro.12,3, {clues he would not defroy them, 


obedience 


and comfort, 


of this preſent bondage; we may more carneſtly 
bere-entertayned by our old maſter, and being admit- 
red may be morecarefu]l & diligent in the preformance 
of our duty. And thus the Lord dealt with the Ifraclits; 
for when they had negleRed his ſeruice,' andfinned a- 
had humbled them= 
ut would ſend them 
ſhortly help and deliverance; Neuerthelefſe they ſhould 
for a time become the ſeruants of Shiſhak, that they 
| might know the difference betweene the ſeruice of the 

' $Seft.5g, Lordandthe ſeruice ofthe kingdomes of the earth. 
That ibeſe Sccing therefore the Lord by our afflitions doth not 
freits of new jntend our hurt, but out of his meere loue,and mer- 
meine from ©) vſeth them as a notable meanes to make'vs more 
ME e£/® fruitfulin all holy and chriſtian duties, which ſhall here= 
ſhould moves after be crowned with all glory and feliciry, let the ex- 
7o beare them. peQation of this rich harueſt ofholineſle and happineſſe 
with paticfce yeplcniſh ourhearts with paticnce,comfort and —_ 


þ 


: : 04 WER, Lib. #« 
That Godby afflitions increaſeth our new obedience, 
rowly purged fromour ſeruile diſpofition; for the more 
bountifull our maſter is , the ſooner we forget him; the 
more richly he rewardeth vs, the mere negligeat wee 
arc in performing of our duty z andthe more liberally 
we are vſed, the more licentious we wax, growin 

ſuch pride andinfolence, that whatſocuer we luſt 
we thinke to be lawfull, and make our will the rule of al 
our aGtions :'andtherefore we force our Lord and ma- 
ſerto alter his cougſe,to with-draw his wages of world- 
ly bleſſings, to handle vs roughly,and to keepe vs vnder 
ſeucre diſcipline, correcting our negligence, & forcing 
Ys to the performance of cur duties w:th chaſtiſements 
and afflitions. Which meanes if they be not powerfull 
enough to worke invs this reformation , then doth hee 
oftentims turne ys out of his outward gouernment ad 
protetion, and ſuffereth our enemies to prevaile a- 
gainſt vs, andto bring vs into theirſlavery, that finding 
the difference of theſe two ſeruices,and _ weary 


vnto 
after, 


lefire to 


Lib. 2. | 505 | Chap. 23. 

Thatby affliftions we are made more z.4alomsin Gods ſernice, 
all retoycing in the winter of afflitions, ſeeing there is 
no proportion between our paine and the profit which - 
it bringeth, We are trees of righteouſneſſe which Gods 
right hand hath planted, let vs not therefore feare to be 


cut and pruned with troubles & afflitions, ſeeing God Eſa 6:,3; 


thus purgeth and pareth away our ſuperfluous branches 
that we may bring forth more fruit, as our Saujour tea- 
cheth vs. Yearather we had great cauſe of feare, ifwe 
were exempted from theſe calamities, fos as thatis a 
fruitleſſe tree which is ſuffered to grow wild and vntou- 
ched, and is neuer beaten with poles nor ſhaken with - 
mens hands,nor hit nor hurt with any tones or cudgels; 
which is thereforedaily in danger to be cut downe and 
caſt into the fire, becauſe it doth no good by ſtanding and 
growing:ſo itis afigne that we are fruitleſſe trees ill 
growing in the wild wood of the world, which muſt one 
day be caltdowne and caſt into cucrlaſting fire; if our 
' heauenly husbandman taketh no care to purge & prune 
vs with croſſes and aſflitions, & ifne blowes or ſtrokes 
of aduerſity and tribulation doe light vpon vs, who 
haue far greater cauſe of forrowing in our expeRation 
of our future burning, then of reioycing in our preſent 
flouriſhing.We are: vines of Gods owne ſetting, whoſe 
glory and excellency confifteth not in the broadnefle 
and beauty of our leaues, nor in the handſomneſſe and 
ftraightnefle of our body and branches; but only in our 
fruitfulneſſe, whereby we bring ferth great plenty of 
the ripe and ſweet grapes ofholinefſe and righteouſnes; 
audtherefore when we haue the beauty and brauery of 
our outward eftate taken from ys, and haue theſe leaues 
of carthly yanities blowne away with the winds of ad- 
verfitie, and our ſuperfluous fiemmes of worldlyſub- 
tance pruned andplucked from vs in this winter of af- 
flition, there is no-cauſe of griefe and mourning, feeing 
our chiefeſt excellency 1s not hereby impaired , yea ra- 
ther becauſe itis muchaduanced, in that we are made 
more 


Ghap. 23. 5o6 Lib, 2, 
That byaffiiftions we are made more zealous in Gods ſernice. 
more fruirfull,by how much the more we are by thefe 
afflitions pruned from our ſuperfluities, this may juſtly 
increaſe our joy and comfort. 
SSH. 6. Bur forthe better clearing of the formE point, let vs 
TharGad by deſcend vnto ſome particulars,and infiſtin ſome ſpeciall 
affliffioxs ma- fruits of this new obedience. And to this endlert vs con- 
kerbusmore ſider, that by theſe our afflictions we are made much 
_ <nd ;, More deuour, diligentand zealous in performing of all 
Siierofbi a holy and chriſtian duties of Gods ſeruice,then when we 
ſersice, ftourith in proſperity;the which is ſoeuident thar it nee- 
deth no other proofe or witneſle then common expe» 
rience in others, and the teſtimony which euery mans 
conſcience is ready to giue ynto this truth by that which 
he findeth in himſelfe. For who ſeeth not that when we 
abound with earthly bleſſings we grow forgetful of God, 
& negligent in his ſeruice,cither not performing it atall, 
or but with great coldnefle and drowſineſle, in meere 
| formality and hypocriſie, becauſe we ſeeme then to 
and in our owne ftrength,andto be ſo well ſtored with 
our owne prouiſion,that weneede not his helpe for our 
preſeruation and defence?whereas when we are brought 
into the ſtreights of afflitions, and are diſpoiled of all 
our worldly ſuccour, when wefeele the ſmart of pouer-= 
ty,fickneſle,impriſonment,infamy; and have no meanes 
of our owne whereby we may be dcliuered; when we 
are not only ſenſible of preſent paine,-but apprehend 
future dangers,and ynto our priuate cuills, expect, that 
God will for our finnes adde thoſe publicke miſerics of 
plague,famine,war and deſolation: then are we awake- 
ned out of our drowſic lethargie of. ſecurity, ſhake off 
ourſloth and negligence,and finding that all our helpe 
is in the Lord both tor deliverance from preſent marc, 
andpreſeruation/from approaching calamities, wethink 
how we may appeaſe his anger, and make him propiri- 
ous,that together with his-wrath the iudgements-which. 
we feelc or fcare: may. be remooued from. vs, And then 
wit 


ib.: " Fo7  _Chap.23 
That by affiitionswe are made more z4alous in Gods ſernice, 
withall diligenceand deuotion we worſhip and ſerue 
the Lord not for forme and faſhion, but with all inten- 
tion of mind and feruency of zeale, that ſo our ſeruice 
may be pleafigg and acceptable in his fight, The which 
great difference in mens cariage and behaviour will eui- 
dently appeare, if we will but compare flouriſhing 
courtiers with poore cotagers;the mariners which arc 
in a dangerous ftorme, with thoſe which are arrivedin 
the ſafe hauen;thoſe which are ficke, weake and in ex- 
peRation of death, with thoſe who are luſty, healthy 
and in their full ſtrength;prifons, with theaters; burialls 
with banquets,and thoſe who are inuaded by their ene- : 
mies and in danger of vtter deſolation, with thoſe who 
inuade them and haue got the viRtory, For as among the 
one ſorta man ſhall ſeldome obſerue any example of 
religion, piety and the true feare of God, but contrari- 
wiſe contempt and negleCt of all the duties of Gods ſer- 
uice, blaſphemous ſwearing, impious curfing, propha- 
nation of Gods ſabbaths, wantonneſle,ribaldry ts yh 
chaſt dalliance, lying, difſembling, treachery and ſup- 
planting one another, gaming, reuelling, drinking, gore 
mandiſing and ſuch like fruits of darknefle : ſo among 
the other we ſhall finde, that the fire of affliction 
hath inflamed the heat of their denotion, making them 
to breake of their finnes by vnfarmed repentance, and to 
turne vntothe Lord with an earneſt defire and indea- 
uour to performeall the dutiesof his worſhip and ſer- 
uice,in thatmaner and meaſure which he requirett-;z:hen 
they humble themſclues betore Godin og and prai- 
er, acknowledging their impotency andinſufficiency 
to defend ordeliuerthemſclues, and ynworthineſleto 
receiue any helpeand comfort fromGod., Andyetbe- 
ing incauragedby his gracious promiſes, and the expe- 
rience of his loue-and mercy; they flee vnto him as their 
only refuge, proteRour and defender,and placeall their 
hope and affiance inhis alone belpe and allmi ghty afli- 


ance, 
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), 27s % FO! | + 
That affliftions incite vs to pray wwto God, 


ance. Then they recciue his word with feare and trem-. 


bling, and withall reverence and attention harken vnto 


it, that their finnes which haue brought theminto all 
their miſeries, may be mortifyed and ſlaughtered by the 
ſword of the ſpirit : that they may be informedin the 
knowledge of Gods will, and alſo by effeRuall reaſons 
and powerfull exhortations , may be perſwaded and 
pricked forward to the performance and practiſe of that 
which they learne and know, to the end that by this 
meanes they may be dcliuercd from their preſent affli- 
Rions vpon their reformation and amendment,and may 
not be indangercd to ſuffer the_like or greater miſeries 
forthe time to come,that they may haue their patience 
confirmed and encreaſed with ſuch argumentsand rea- 
ſons asthe word of Godplenrifully yeeldeth , which 
will much leſſen their miſcries and make the weight of 
all their afflictions much more light and cafic to be 
borne. Finally being forſaken of worldly comforts,they 
doe with ſo much the more diligence Lakes yntothe 


_ . wordof God, that thereby they may replenifh their 


ſoules with ſpirituall conſolations arifing from the fee- 
ling of Gods loue, and fauortowards them in this their 
afflited cate , and the aſſurance of future happineſſe 
in the life to come, For as thoſe who flouriſhin worldly 
proſperity , doc with Ahab refuſe to hearethe word of 
the Lord, becauſeit prophecicth no good ynto them, 
bur telleth them that So haue their portion in this life : 
and that after the fruition of their worldly ioyes, they 
muſt come into iudgement, andrender a reckoning of 
their abuſed bleſſings and miſpent talents ; ſo they who 
are inaffliction doe with hungring appetite feed vpon 
this foode of their ſoules, and with reuerent and cheare» 
full attention liſten vntothis heaucnly ambaſſage, be-/ 
cauſe ir afſifferhthem, thatif they make an holy vie of 
theſe facherly correRions , they ſhall haue heauen] 

misch , after their carthly mourning , laughter and re. 


ioycing, 


I —— 
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Chap-23® $09 'Lib. 2. 

| That affiitions incite v3 to pray unto God, 

joycing,after their wailing and weeping,a moſt delight» Luk 6.22; 

full country and glorious kingdome, after thcir paine- 2.Cer.4.17 

full pilgrimage and weary iorney ; andthar theſe light 

and momentany aftictions , ſhall cauſe ynto them a far 

moſt excellent and eternall waight of glory. 

Bur aboue all other parts of Gods worſhip and ſer- $Se#, 7, 

uice, affliftions and miſeries doe make vs moſt frequent 7het God by 

and feruent, diligent and zealous in powring forth our +. mg, 

praiers and ſupplications vnto God. For whereas in our ,,,o,e uns 

proſperity we either vtterly negle& this duty, or per- bim the duty 

forme it carelefly and ſtothfully,more for cuſtome then offraicr. 

conſcience fake,and for forme and faſhion, ratherthen 

out of any reſpe of duty which we owe vnto God, or 

of any need which we think we haue of his helpe : when 

weare brought into miſeries and calamitics, and haue a 

ſenſe and feeling of our owne wants, and of the great 

need which we have of Gods affiſtance, then doe we flee 

ynto him by carneft praier, crauing his aidaad helpefor 

the ſupplying of our wants, eaſe of our griefes , orpro- 

tection from dangers. And as the child, fearing nothing, 

is fo fond of his play that he ftraieth and wandreth from 

his mother,not ſo much as thinking ofher; bur ifhe be- 

ſcared or frighted with the hyht or apprehenſion of ſom. 

2pparant or aproaching danger,cothprefently run vnto 

her,caft himſelfe into her armes and crie out to be ſaued 7 

and ſhielded by her:ſo we ſecurely-enioying the childiſh; 8 

ſports of worldly proſperity,do ſo fondly dore on them "P 

that we ſcarce thinke of our heauenly father, but when 

perils and dangers approach,and are ready to ſeiſe ypon. 

vs,then.doe we flee vato. him, and caſt our ſelues into- 

the armes of his prouidence,andproteQion, crying and: 

calling vnto him by carneſtpraier,for helpe and deliue- 

rance in this our extremity and diftrefſe. Thg truth wher- 

of will more manifeſty-appeare, if we confider the exam 

ples of the faithfull in former times, who being in affli= 

ion haueſhewed themſclues forward in performance 
CT 


Chap, 33. © ET Dt ny 

That affiiflions incite vs to pray vnto God, 

. . of this duty;thus Hezechias being befieged by the hoaſt 

E'237-423.. of Sepacherib flieth vnto Godas his only aide by effecty- 

#1-praier, whercas being delivered. in the tine of his 

prolperity,he was ready to glory in his owne prouifion 

of riches,and to relie too much. ypon ,his treaſures, So 

: whatexcellent praiers and Pſalmics did holy David make 

Plal18-1:2. . in therime of his afflictions, flying vnto the Lord,as yn- 

* to his-only rocke and retuge,ſhield and firength;but be- 

ing poſſeſſed of his kingdome, and become famous 

' through many victories, glorying in his power, andre- 

EP lying too much ypon his owne'forces, he giueth com- 
ae | | 

2.Chro 3 3.12, Mandewent to number the people: Yea .cuen Jarnaſſes 

himſelf whoſe hart was ful with idoJatry,his mouth with 

blaſphemies,and hands with blood, whilſt hc flouriſhed 

in his kingdome; when he was led captiue by his enc- 

mies and faſt. bound in fetters and chaines, powred 

foorth effeRtuall praiers vnto the Lord his (30d,Neither 

was this the oradtiſe of ſome priuate men only,bur cuen 

© "9 of the whole people and Church of God; for though in 

"ot  theirproſperity (as the Lord himſclfe obſerueth) zhey 

turned their backe unto him and, not their face, yet inthe 

time of their trowble they ſay ariſe and belpe vs. So the Pro 

phet Eſai ſaith;Lord #n trouble they hane-vifited thee,they 


-— haue powred ont aprater when thy chaſtning was vpenthem. 
Fial 78.34. And the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh to the ſame purpoſe, when he 
flew them(ſaith he )they ſought bim, and they returvedand 
ſought God early. Yea ſpeaking of the manitold kinds of 
milerie wherewith the faithfall arc exerciſed, hemakech 
Pſal.8r.9.& This thefoor of his ſong : then they crieawato the Lord in 


107.6.&, their trouble, and he delinered them out of, their diſfre(ſe, 
Aud this eucry man may find verified in his own expcri- 
. ence, for ſuch is our corruption, that whileft weaboung 
with worldly bleſſings, as we ſet our hearts vpan thery 
by louing them aboue meaſure, ſo alſo in truſting and 
relying vpon them without reaſon;and howſocuer they 


are but yaine hopes and helpes to ſauc:anid deliuervs,yct 
| 7M when 


# 


Lib: 2, 1.8 Chap. 22 
That afflitions incite vs topray unto God, OY | 

when we may haue free recourſe ynto them, we ſeldome 

and flackly flie vntothe Lord for aide and ſuccour; Bur: 

when he taketh from-vs theſe earthly idols, andempti-' 

cth our hearts of allworldly confidence, bringing vs in- 

to deſperate dangers, and hiding from ys all inferior 

helpes;then hauing no other place of ſafety'vnto which: 

wemayreſort, we flie ynto the' Lord for ſfuccour and 

rehiefe,crying out withthe Plalmilt,0 Lord gine vs helpe 

1n trouble, for vaine is the helpe of man, And with good Plal.r08,12, 

Tehoſhaphat, O God wilt not thou indge them ? for there ic 2\Chro,20.12 

no ftrength'umnwvs to ſtand before this great multitude that 

commeth againſt vs,neither doe we know what to doe, but 

onrejes are towards thee. | 

Yeabeing in this difficulty and diſftrefle, we are nor S Se.8. 

only content to be pricked on to the performance of 7h! in our 

this duty with the ſpurre of affliiens;bur we alſo incire 7/7/99) we 

and tir vp ourſclues, to call vypon the- Lord for helpe branes Lal 

and deliucratice,by many other arguments and reaſons. vpn God with - 

As firſt by the conſideration of Gods expreſſe comman- many reaſons.” » 

dement,ynto which he hath encouraged vs to performe 

obedience by hts moſt gracious promiſes. Sea vur Saui- 

our willeth'vs to dske and weſhallreveiue,ſreke and we ſhall 

FO Gfhy abd it ſhall be opened vnts vs, More ef) pecially Math.7.y, 

by Mis holy Apoſtle he hath required vsto performe this gk 

duey in thetime ofour affliftions, /s ary among you(ſaith 

be )affiitted'? terhimpray; Tvany merry let hins ſing, And 19m5-13+ 

zeaine;Let bs goo boldly'onto'the throne of grace, that we 

Ay Pece int mercy, and find grace to belpe in time of need  Heb.Als,.. - 

So the Lord himſelfe hath enioynedvs after a more eſ< 

peciall manner-ro- make-our ſapplications vnto him in 

the time of onr afflictions. Call vpor me (ſaith he)im rhe _ 

tim of trowble;ard Twill deliner thee,andtheu ſhalt glorifie Oditdem. 

me, Thewhich dutyifwe at this time do neglect we halt Fender ir 

_ double his diſpleaſure againſt ys,for be is nor-more of 70zatus offen=- 

fended with our fine which hath deſeruedthischaſtiſe- /ts.Hierouym, 

mentand affliction,then at our negligencsor ſtubborn» 44 AEgrotum + 

ud Rs | —_— — CS 


Job Sg. fs, 


Rom.rs.5, 


) » 2 | 
Thataffiifions incite vs topray unto God, | 
neſſe whereby we refuſe, or flothfully negleRrtobeg at 
his hands,pardon and deliucrance. Secondly,by calling 
to mind,thathe alone is of omnipotent power,and there= 
fore able to ſhield vs from all dangers, and to deliuer vs 
ont of all our afflitions;and infinite in his loue and mer- 
cy towards vs,and therefore willing to extend his power 
f5r our preſcruation and freedome from all our troubles 
Both which are ſtrong motiues to make vs flee vnto the 
Lord by carneſt praier:for as when the ſtorme blowerh 
and the ſea rageth,the poore paſſenger can ſee no place 
of ſafety till he be ariued in the quiet port,ſo when we 
are toſſed -and turmoiled in this ſea of miſeries, and can 
ſee inallthe world no ſafety or ſecurity, then doe we 
by feruent praier flee vnto the Lord, as being the on! 
hancn and harborough which can keep vs ſafe in cheſs 
tempeſts ofafflition,Thicdly,by conſidering that whats 
ſocuer the inſtruments of our troubles be,the Lord is the 
ſole author and chiefe cauſe of chemz And therefore as 
the offender ſueth not to the executioner for pardon, 
becauſe he knoweth that he hath ne power to puniſh or 
ſpare him,ſfauing that which he hath receiued fromthe 
iudge, but beggeth and intreateth that he will forgiue 
and releaſe him,who alone had authority to condemne 
anddcliuerkimvp, to ſuffer deſcrucd puniſhment for his 
oftences; ſowe will not ſo much ſuc vnto the inferior 
meanes of our afflitions, when we are in trouble and 
miſery,becauſe of themſelues they can neither hurt nor 
helpe vs; but with [ob we will wake ſupplication vnto our 
Tudge,and by hearty prayer craue of him pardon and de- 
liverance,who hath abſolute power in his hand to grant 
or deny it. Finally by calling to mind that ke is(as the A- 
polſtle (tileth him)the God of conſolation, who comfor- 
ecth vs in all our troubles, caufing our conſolations ts 


2.Cor.1.4-5. abound and exceed our ſufferings,as himſelfe profeſierhs 


Eſai F".1t, 


J exen I\ams he that comforteth yew, And theretore when 
being inaffliftionsall worldly comforts faile vs, it on 
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That affiiftion.s make vs fernent and frequont inpraier. 


'ynto himwhoi3 the God of all. conſalagoge. that we 
Err 


througha ftrejght and narrow current,are of ſuch might 


our praiers proceed from hearts inlarged with worldly ; 


be an effeRuall reaſon,to moue vs by daily praier toflee 


'may recciue from hin ſome comfort and refreſhing, in 
the time of our heauineſle, | 

And thus by our afflictions and by theſe confiderati- $ Se.g, 
ons ariſing from them, we.are moued to performe this That God 
duty of prayer,and that not only afteran ordinary wan- y af qe: 
ner,bur with grear carneſineſle, heate of zeale,and fer- CRn—_—_ 
uencie of ſpirit;for though we ve ſlacke and looſe in this frraent iy 
holy exerciſe, whilſt we are at caſe and reſt, and not ſo praicr. 
much as rouched with any.trouble,yet when the waight 
ofafflition lieth hewy, vps vs,itpreficth out of vs ſtrong 
cries,and ſalt teares;birter ſigfes and deepe grones; and 
as waters running artheir full hberty in an open plaine 


haue little force and ſtrength, but when they paſſe 
that nothing is able to withſtand their violence, ſo when 


liberty, and not firaightned or bounded with any trou- 
ble,they are very weake and wandring, and of no force 

to preuaile. with God; bug when they iſſue out of the 
firaits and. narrow paſſages: of trouble and affliion, 

they. offer an holy yiolencecuen to God himſclte, hol- 

ding asit were his hands when he is ready to firike,ſo as 

he isfaine when we crie yntohim,to crie vato vs againe, 

as he did yuto Xoſes, let me alone , that I-may procced an 
in the execution of my iudgements. And this feruency 

and zeale was in the praiers of holy [acob, when he was 

in danger of being deftroied by his cnraged brother;for 

as he outwardly with his body wraſtled with God, not 
{eauing his hold xill he had the; blefling; ſo much more 
powerfully did he.contend and prevaile with bim,when 

as inwardlyhepowred forth his ſoule in feruent praier, 
weeping and crying vato God for helpe and deliuerance Hol12,3-4, 
as the Prophet ſheweth,. The na ry verifiedin bis 
poſterity Iſrael, whoin their trouble-(pught the Lord ; 
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- That affliitions make ws more © 


and thatnot ina cold and formalffaſhion,bur with greir 
feruency and earneſtnefle, crying like a woman inher 


. paines of child bearing,as Eſay witnefſeth. And this heat 


of zeale and feruency of ſpirit they ſhewed when being 
in danger to be deſtroied by the great army of the Phi- 
litims comming againſt them, they humbled them by 
faſting and praier before the Look weeping 'ſo abun-, 
dantly,that by a ſtrange, yet excellent metaphor, they 
are ſaid to haue drawn out water from their cies,as with 
buckets our ef a well, and notonly to have beſprinkled 
the ground with: diftilling teares, but to haue powred 
them out in full ſtreames. So the Church and people of 
God being gricuouſly afflicted in the time of their cap- 
tiuity doe in a moſt patheticall manner ſhew this ferucn- 
cy ofſpirit and importunatec earnefineſle in their praiers 
vato God for helpe and deliuerance, For their heart cri- 
edunto the Lord,O wall of the danghter of Sion, let teares 
ren downe like a riner day and night, gine thy ſelfe noreft, 
let not the apple of thine eie ceaſe. Ariſe,cry ont in the night, 
iu the beginning of the watches powre ont thine heart like 
water before the face of the Lord: hift vp thy ha»ds towards 
him for the life of thy yong children that faint for hunger in 
the corners of excry ſtreet .And this was vfuall with them, 
as we may {ce in the hiſtory of the Tudges and Kings 
(as alſo Nehemiah obſerueth ) namely, that when for 
their finnes they were deliverexl into the hands of their 
enemies,then they would crie vnto the Lord iinprajer, 
till ke heard them from heauen and ſent them ſauiours. 
Yeaſo feruent were they at ſuch times in their ſupplica« 
tions,that they could not content themſelues with their 
owne importunity, bur earneſtly intreated Geds Pro- 


' phets to become ſuiters and ſoliciters for them. For in 


that wonderfuil humiliation before ſpoken of, they ſzy 
ynto Samuel, Ceaſe not to cry unto the Lord our God far vs 
pra mat tond he doom Ora 
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Mm ad fone, 
being terr ified withran extraordinarythunder and rain c 
inthe time ofharueſt, they earneſtly defire him, to pray 

for them ynto the Lord his God that they might nor dic 
andperiſh, Thus alſothe Nizinites being in daunger of Chap 12.19 
defiruRtion, are commanded by their King, to humble 
themſelues by faſting and putting: on ſackcloth, and ro 

crie mightily vnto Ged, And the diſciples wha left Chriſt 

quietly afſleepe, when they were ſecure, being in danger 

of drowning run ynto him with great earneftneſſe, and 

cry aloud,maſter,maſter, ſave vs we periſh, Yea our Saui- Math. 8.24, 
our Chriſt himſelfe,though he was continually conuer- 

ſ#hc in offering yp the ſacrifice of praier vnto his facher, 

yet was he moſt frequent and feruent inperforming this 

duty in the time of his greateſt afflitions; for being in | ; 
his agony, he is ſaid to haue praied wore earneftly, and in Math.26 44 
feruency of ſpirit,to have vttered thrice the ſame words; Luk 23-446 
and to haue offered vp his praiers and ſupplications, with yy, . . 
ſtrong crying and teares vnto him that was able to ſane hin 

from death,as the Apoſtle witneſſeth, By all which it ap- 

 peareth that afflitions doe make ys more frequent, 1n- 

ſtant and earneſt, in this holy exerciſe of praier, whereof 

it is,that the Lordtaking ſpeciall delight in this zcale & 

feruency, doth after a more cſpeciall manner command 

vs to offer vp vnts him ourpraiers and petitions in the 

time of affliction, & incourageth vstherunto by a ſpeci- . 
al promiſe ofhelpe & delmerance.Callypor me(ſaith he) 

inthe day of troable,ſowill 1 deliner thee and thou ſhalt glee Pial 50.5, 
rifie me, So by the Prophet et , he commandeth them 

inthcir grieuons famine,to ſanttifie a faſt,to call a ſolemne 

aſſembly,to gather the Elders and: all the inhabitants of the 
landinto.the hauſe of their God, and to crie vnto the Lord, 10cl.,1 4. 
Yeain truth this is one eſpeciall, end why the Lord brin»- | 

geth the faithfull into troubles and affliftions, thar 

whereas they in the time of their proſperity negleAthis 

duty ofhis ſeruice, or performe it formally and coldly, 

they may bemoued with the ſenſe and {mart of theſs 

Qq 3 cuills 
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Chap. 22. 5ro> - .Tb. 


Tat afflitions make vs fernent and frequent in prajer. 

 euills to call ypon him with all: zeale, earnefttiefſe and 

Luk18.17 feruency of ſpirit; as appeareth by the fcope-and drift, 
at Which our Sauiour aymed in'theparable of thedhfireſe 

ſed widdow and vnrighteous iudge; who'by'herofren 

crying and calling vpon Nim, was moued to do heriju- 

Luk .,38, {tjice;and of the two triends'the one whereof borroweth 
of the other three-loaucs, through 'Hhis 'importunity, 

rhough he had a deniall at the firſtmotion. Ang'thus our 

ſauiour Chriſt gane vito the woman of Canter titers 
repulſes,not becauſe he was vnwilling to granrher ſuit, 

Matli.15.29. hytto make her more inſtant and carneſt in praying for 
helpeand dcliuerance from her grieuous affliftion.' '''' 
And thus haue I generally ſhewed, that trowbles'and 
bo by offi calamitics make vs more diltgent and feruent in perfor- 
ones Mingthis duty of holy praier, the which is a ſacrifice 
mide more fin- moſt acceptable ynto God and molt profitable for vs, 
cer2m our con: Now further this wil alſo appearc,if we 'confider the ſth 
fem of joe yerall patts of prater; for firſt hon focuer in rhertime of 
1%: "ah car- our proſperity we diſguiſe and ſo eunningly hide our 
deed «ag finnes, that euen our ſelues haue no fight or ſenſe of 
them,yet when we are brought into miſery and aftliti- 

on, we ſtraitly examine our wates and workes, yea 

and narrowly ſearch into thefecret corners'of our harts, 

that ſo we may find out thole finnes whereby we haue 
prouoked Gods diſpleaſure; and having found them, 
we(as it were)hale them'into Gods preſence, and 'with 
all incerity lay them open in bis fight by bun\ble'con+ 
feſion, being inconraged by Gods gracious promiſes, 
that if we confeſſe aud for ſake our ſinneg weſhallfind mercy; 
and that if we acknowledge our ſins we ſhall find him faith - 
full and inſt in forgining them '\and in cleanſing vs from all 
intquities;R& 2-H fo, but Indelivering vs fromthoſe 
euills of poniſhimer s which*doe accompany them. An 
Num.41.6.7, example whereof we haue in the people of Iſrael, who 
being ſtutig with the fiery ſerpents confefle rhicir finnes 

and prayynto the Lord; So being ſore yexed.and tor- 

| | © mented 


6 Set.1o. 


Pro. 28.13. 


| 1,loh 1.19, 


owne God, and baxe ſeraed Baekns, And thus the prodigall 
ſonne being pinched with huoger and gricuouſlyaffli- 
Qed,returneth vato his father; and: with an humbled 


ſoule and profirate body,crieth out, Father { bane ſinned Lyt.rs, ur, 
axainſt heanen and ag ainſ} thee, and ans nomore. worthy to ; © h2tt'S 
be called thy ſoxne. So Daniellinthe time of the captivity-Dan ,g, ' 


humblerh himſelfe before God,and confeſleth his owne 
andrhe peoples ſinnes. Yea Pharaob himſelfe though he 
had no grace or gaodneflcinhbim, yet: by the wajght of 


affliiction-had the:confefſion; of his ſinnes prefſed fromExo, 16.17; 


him. Thus alſs by eflictions arc we wade diligentand 
earneſt in making ourpetitions.ynto God,and that both 
deprecations whereby we feruently. defire: tobe freed 
end defended from the dangers; which hang ouerour 
heads, and fromthe afhiftions and miſctics which doe 
preſently vex vs(neither are we euer more zealous, care: 
. hcſt and importunate with:God, then when we are for». 
ced herunto with-ſmart and ſenſe of paine; )and alſo our. 
ſuits and requeſts; eſpecially chat God will giue Ys grace 
fo to profic by out}afflition;;avd:in ſuch ſort dixet and 
guide vs with his holy ſpicit for the time to come, that 
we may amend our finfull liucs, and ſo-walke in the. 


That «fflitions makg vs fernent and frequent in prater, 
mentedbytheir GAP = vnto _ Lordfaying, 
we bane ſinned agamft thee, vraahſe we o/akex cr: tude 164 roo” 
a x yamrterly GENTE 


a, 


waies ofhis commandements,that.wemay not hereafter; - 


| my anger by our Gno&s, and moue; 
iminhis iuft diſpleaſure to ivflict ggaine: ypon. ys the 
like or mare heauy iudgements. ' : , +7 


Finally by our.affliftions we.are prouoked to render S Seft.11; 
thanks yntoGod, and to:magnifie and: praiſe. his: haly Jbethy WP; - | 
name;firſt becauſe(as I haue:ſhewed ) wei baue.then the of gra 
trueſt valuation and eſtimate. of Gods rich mexeits, wore frequent. 
when we arc for a: time-depriued of them, the which is h endbertihy - 
oneend why the Lordraketh them from vs,tbat by wi- #* give thanks 
ting them we-maylearne their-worth, and [accordingly 49 Gods 


ſhew our ſclues tbankfull ynto God, eicher becauſe he 
Qq 3 youch- 
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vonchſafed vnto vs: the :vſe- of them 'fo:Joag; though: 


now foxdprſmacs they' be raken frames, ispleaſed a«: 
2ine.torefiorethemvneovs;Forboeguſt(avonefaith), 
we:doce-notrenderthanks vnroGod: fur his pretent be- 


neceſſaris nobic nefits,itis'necef{ary that weſhouldibe depriued of them+ 


thacby wanting themwe may: know what: we did once 
enioy:for 'as the cies: canor<diſcerne iplorious obiects+ 
when they arc hetd cloſe vnto:them, . bur when they are. 
remoued in ſome proportionable diſtance : ſo our vn-- 
thankfull minds cannot iudge of the greatneſſe andeex-- 
ceflency of preſent benefirs; but when they. are taken a- 
lirtte from vs; then in their: departing we clearely diſ-- 
cernethe riches of Gods boſity. Secondly. becauſe Gods: 
infiaitewiſedom, powerfull prouidence,ivſtice, mercy 8& 
truch;do-moſt clearely ſhine, like glorious ſtars, inthe 
nighrefour afflitions;namely as be doth inflictthem, 8. 
o order& diſpoſe them,appointing rheirmanner,mea- 
ſure,andall circumſtances,and fo moderating them,that: 
not exceeding our ſtrength, we plainly.diſcerne mercy in 


his greateſt iudgements, And alſo his Joue & compaſhon- 


_ dophiinty apcar-vnto vs,inthathe doth nocdeale with ys- 


according to: our iniquities, norpuniſhvs accordingto 

the greatnes ofour offeces;bur cotenteth bimſclfto haus 
infliged final correRtionsfor great fats, and light & mo-- 
menrany afflicjons-for-ſuch hainous & grieuous fins, as- 
haveiaſily:deſeruedevertaſiing.condeinnation;Inconfi-: 
derationiwhereofige laue great caufe to magnificiand: 
praiſe the Lord, acknowledging: with his aff8ia&d- 
Church, thar i# «#63 wonderfull mercy: that we ave not vi-- 
terly conſumed, Joalfo his: mercy, goodneſſe and -truth- 
\0>" moms Fog in onr- affliftions; as he doth bring 

lightourof-darkneſfe; and good ourrof euill, making : 
theſe puniftiments offinne toſerue-av offetuallmcanes- 
tofiirther vsin-attaining vnto both grace! and glory :: 


_ and firally-his loue-appeareth' borh- by this ſupporting 


ve-wkhſtrengthto beare whatſoeuerheis pleaſed _— 


va% 4 $41 wudſreqrent ras ATE 4 | 
iQzby refreſhing vs with inward conſolations, and by 
Janing and deliucring:vs out of all our troubles, when 
.inreſpeRt-of outward mcanes oureftate-ſcemeth deſpe- 
rate; All whichand much more'being 6bſerued by<he 
faithfull, doc moue themtobreake out in admiration 
of Gods wiſedome, power, mercy and goodneſſe into 
.Praiſes and thankſgiuing, as we may ſte- inthe example 
.ofrhe Iſraglices delivezed our of the Egyptian ſeruitude, 
-inthe fong af Dehoreh and Barak for their freedom figm Exed. ts: 
Tabin,and viftory over Siſera; Inthe Plalmes of Dewid, 12dg-5-I. 
-many of which were penned. vypon-this occaſion, that 
.this holy propher.and other of the faithfull-mightſhew 
.thcirthankfulaes no Gad forbis powerfiibproteftion 
in the time. of. danger; atd bis'\gracious deliuerance'af 
them out ofallcheur —_— hou haſt turned( — Pſal.30,r1214 
. 7 mourning intd ion thew looſed my ſacks and girde: 
_ withg efe,therefave ſpall ves _ harated 
not ceaſe : O Lord my God I-willgine thanks wnto thee for 
exer.And againe,{ will fng of thy power and willpraiſe thy pry cu 5 
mercy in the morning, for thew 4 7 des defence and re- 
fuge inthe day of my trouble ; unto thee O my ſtrength will 
1 fing for God ss.wwy defence and. my merceifull God, Neither 
.doe the inferiog meanes . of their acliucrance ſo dazle . 
and bluat their light, but that they are till able to ouer- 
looke them, and to behold the Lord as the principall 
cauſe ofall their good,working by theſc inferior inftru- .. F 
ments,as we may ſce inthe example of Paul, whabcing Att F 
deliueredby the chiefe captaine, when the ewes wenc "a 
about to-kill him, dorh'in-reporting-this tory vato A- - 
Frippeattriburethe praiſe of his deliverance only vnto 
God.For this cauſe( faith he) the ewes canght me in the $6.12, 
temple,and went about to kill me, nevertbelifſe I obtained 
help of God and continue wnto this day, Andthisis one ſpe- 
ciall end which God propoundeth vnto our affliftiens 
and his gracious deliuetfces, that being afflicted we may 
pray,praying we may be heard anddeliuexed,and being 
| Qq 4 7 .deliue- 
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"WT hat by ane afflitons God orkgrb patience in vs, 
delivered we may take occaſion thereby to glorific 
2ndpratſchim'who is the chiefe. aathor of our deliue- 
rance; aecordingto that of the 'Pſalmiſt; Cal vpon we in 
the day of rrouble,andI'wil deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rifie me;And hereofir is that when'our Sauiour had hel- 
. pedone poſſeſſed with a diucll,he willeth him'to go home 
to his friendr,and to ſhew what great things the Lord had 
done vnto bim.' Yea this 'end the faithfull themfelnes Joe 
atſo propound of theirhelpe and deliverance which th 
hanc from God, according to that. of the Pſalmiſt, 
Hance mercy vpon me O Lord confider my trouble , which 
I ſuffer of them that hate mee, thon that lifteſt me'vp from 
.che gates of death; that I ney ſhew all thy praiſes within 
:the gates of the daughter of Sion,” and reioics in' thy 


faluation, 


of may exceedingly comfort vs in all our croſſes and ca« 
" lamiries;ſceing all our griefes and loffes are ſufficiently 
counteruailed and abundantly recompenced by. this 
-alo:1e benefic which we hauc by «them, For praier is a 
moſt efpeciall part of Gods worſhip and: ſeruice wher- 
by he is glorified, and becommeth gracious andpropiti- 
ous ynto vs;itis 2 mof{ notable frurcof the fpirie where. 
by we arevncoubredly aſſured that -wearethe adopted. 
ſonnes of God,fecing we criein our hearts Abbafather, 
It is the meanes toinrich ys with all ſpititualſgraces,for 
as enery good and perfeit gift deſcendeth from God the fa- 


ther of lights; ſo praicr is the hand whereby werecciue 


Math.7:7 them,and which we thruſt into the rich treaſury ofhis 
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 graces,raking ynto ys wharſocuer weneed. It is a chiefe 
part of our ſpirituall armour whereby we are not only 
enabled to refift all the ſpirituail enemies of our ſaluati. 
on,bur alſo to.oucrcome and put them to flight. Finally 

| | it 


*Libi2- ad; ea RET; 
That by eur affiiftions God worketh patience in vs. 


it is our chiefe comfort, our ſtrength and ftay; for as all 


our conſolation,abilities and ſupport is fromthe Lord © lal,121.3, 


alone,who:madeheaucn and earth; fo the meanes which 
he hath appointed vnto vs, to receiue helpe, affiftance 
and inward refreſhing from him is prayer and ſupplica- 
tion. Andcherfore let ys patiently and thankfully indure 
rhe ſm:11 ſmart of our ſhort ronbles which deriue va- 
to vs ſo much fpirituall gooe, let vs be content ro be 

ricked with theſe thornes of affliftions, feeing they 
Hawn vs from falling into theſlcepe of carnall ſecurity, 
which would make vs a pray to our rauenous enemies; 


and'giue vs occaſion roling theſe moſt melodious notes 


of praier and thankſgiuing, which is the moſt ſweer and 
dclightfull mulicke in the cares of God, 


And thus haveIſhewed that our afftiftions are vſedg g,p ; ,; 
by God asnotable meanes to further vs in our new obe- 7þar Gol by 
dience,as it is aQtiue andexerciſed in doing his wilt. The afflid:ouwers 
like may be ſayd of our paſſive woe eerym rin y— we &tb andin- 

ig at 
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are content that his will may be done in vs; ſuffering 
with meeknefle and patience whatſneuer crofſes and 
affliQions it ſhall pleaſe him to infli& vpon vs. For 
whereas by proſperity our mindesare made weake and 
effeminategby reaſon that our too much having eur wils 
doth make vs wanton, and wantonnefle doth make ys 
weywardand pecuiſh, which cauſeth vs to ſhew great 
"impatience,in out fmalleſt crofles, and to murmur and 
complaine when but the fight or Thadow of any affli- 
Rion doth appeare, and approach towards vs; when we 
are daily exercifed in carrying the crofſe, and inured to 
beareheauy burthens, and ro indure fmart and paine, 
then are we freed from our pecuiſh wantonnefle, and 
nice tcndernefſe, and taking ynto our ſelues manlik 
hearts and chriftian conrage, and by daily vſe gro 
ing better acquainted with onr aftliions we no 
eftceme then ſmall and light, which before ſeemed 
grieuous andintolcrable , In which reſpeCtone ſaith, 


that 
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:thata man may well call chem miſerable, who by too 


Ihtos mrith much. proſperity.doe grow ſluggiſh and weake, and 
ans _—_ Whomflorhfull caſc hach as ic were. becalmed in an vn- 
ds 6r-O%g moued ſez: ſeci ng wharlocver befajlethihemwill ſceme 

| 1etorpeſeent, ſtrange, Croſles ſceme heauiclt ro thoſe who neuer vicd 

quosvelutix to carrythem 3 and the yoake is grieuous to atender 
oe 4 . necke : thefreſh-water-ſouldier waxerh pale, when hce 
ers detinee, but ſuſpeRteth himſelfe wounded, whereas the old ſoul- 
ec.Sencede dier b:holdeth his owne þloud: with'yndaunted cou- 
providl.b.c.q, rage, becauſcafter.the effuſion of bluud hee hath often- 
rimes obtained victory. Againe by our manifold alfli- 

Qions wee haue experience of Gods power and loue, 
mercy and truth both in ſtrengthning vsto beare whac- 
ſocuer croſſc hee laieth vypon vs; inturningthemall to 
our profit and benefit, and alſo in deliuering vs out of 
them in his good time, when his good worke which he 
iatcuded is cffeted by themy from which experience as 
we grow ſtronger in faith and-affiance tewards God, 
perſwading our felues , that as he hath informer times, 
ſohe will now alfo vphold vs inalltentations. and.ſauc 
and deliuer vs our of all our afflitions : ſo alſo thereby 
is our patience confirmed, andincreaſed, whileſt with 
quiet mceknes and contentednes we wait Gods leaſure 
for our deliuerance, and in the meane time ſubmit our 
ſelues willingly to indure his g6od pleaſure; being aſlu- 
[red by our manifold expericnce, that as hee hath, ſo hee 
will beIpe and freeys from all our calamities, and in the 
meane time giue vs trengthto beare them, And this is 
mgnifeſt by plaine tcſtimaniecs of the ſcriptures; for fo 
the Apoſile Paw jaith,that rribulatio bringeth forth pati- 
ence; And the Apolile [amesſaith , that the triall of onr 
faith, by affliftions and tribulations, brivgeth forth pate- 
ence, Andthe examples of the Saints do clearely ſhew, 
that by their much ſuffering they were inabledeo ſuffer, 
and grow firongerin patience the more they were inu- 

.xcdto bearce the crofle, Thus ph as he exceeded all in af- 

| | flittions, 


2, Cor.1.10, 


"x 

flitions, ſoalſoin patience ; and holy David by ſuffe- 
ring innumerable crofles andcalamitics, came atlaftto- 
that mecke ſubmiſſion of himſclte in allchings vatothe 


will of God; Behold heeream [, let himdoe-ontome, a1, $2mr5,26 


it ſeemeth good in his eyes g yea our Sauior Chriſt himſelfe 
the patterne of all true patience, and the quietlambe 
that opened not his mouth, though he were the ſon(as the: 


a eſpeaketh ) yet learned he wr amy the\things Heb.s. 8. 
ws | 


ich he ſuffered. And this euery man may findetrue by 
his owne experience : for how bitter is ſickneſle vnto vs 
when wee haue from-our child-hood enioyed healch?- 
How irkeſome ishunger, to thoſt who haue been-acen-< 
ſtomedro full diet Þ How grieuous is want und miſery, 
ſhame & diſgrace , to thoſe who hauec had alwaies plen+ 
ty, proſperity, and the ptaiſe and applaule gf all aboue 
them;wheras when'men are awhileinuredtoſuffertheſe 
crofles, andare growne into better acquaintance with 
theſe afflitions, they grow lo ordinary and familiar, 
that they doe not much trouble' them, noryet moue 
them to ſhew any impaciency. The conſideration wher-- 
of ſhould greatly comfortvs inall our croffes and trou- 
/bles, ſeeing this excellent [grace of pacience is much 
frengrthened and increaſed by them, which is a ſaluethar 
caſerh all ſores; a ſhicld of proofe which defendeth the 
vitall'parts from' being pearced'with'any fiery darts of 
the worlds tenrations,, anda faithfullftelper whichina- 
bleth vs to beare the greateſt burthen', making thoſe 
things whichi are heavy in themſeclues light vnto vs, and 
thoſe cafe to beindured, which to a natural man ſeeme 
intolerable, In-regardwhereot the Apoſtle [ames wil- 
lethys, to countit exceeding ioy when we fall into diners 
tentations ,, becanſe this trying of onr faith bringethforth 


Tami x; 2+ 3;- 


pacience; andthe I making himſclfe with the Rom, 5. "a 


reſtof the fairhfull examples of this rule-and precepr, 
' faith, ctharbecauſe pacience was increaſed by tribulari-- 
on,therefore they retoyocd and euengloried me 

Car. 


Co often male of eforeinf end phiful, | 


Cuar.XXIIII. 


That God by affiitions worketh and increaſeth in vs, al 
theſe vertues which concerne gither our neighbours, or 
our ſelues, 


in. T av" 


FI {>\Nd chus hauc Iſhewed that our croſſes & 
That by ajfluA- / oy atflitions arc. vied by God, as efteCtuall 
ieps wee are [© F mcancs, to worke in vs all ſauing graces, 
aoned ts doe NE Of \&/ andcoftirre vs vp.to performe new obe= 
_=— vn's Gat 9 dicnce,and all holy dutics which reſpeRt 
au. himfelfcandhisſeruice : now wee are toſhew thatthey 
hauethe like efficacy in mouing vs co imbrace al thoſe 

chriſtian vertues, which ceſpeReyther our neighbours, 

or our {clues For firſt, wee are moucd by them to doe. 

iuſtice vnto all men, giuing cuery man his due, and:do.. 

ing vnto others,as we would haue them to doc vnt9 vs, 

And this commechto paſſe, nat only becauſe the afflit- 

edeftate is more vnable to offer iniuſtice, wrongs, iniu- 

ries, cruclty, and oppreſſion; and more vynwilling and 

fcarctull roattempt;andrunne into ſuch vniuſt courſes, 

becauſe it commonly wanteth both power in it iclfe, 

and affifiance from friends to maintaine theſe oppreſſi» 

onsand iniuries,and to defend men, when they haue 

done them, from deſerued revenge : but alſo, becauſe it 

maketh the conſcience more tender, the iudgement 

more ready to examine, and more quick-fighted and 

ynpartiall in judging of right & wrong, and the heart 

more fearefull and vawilling to giuc aſſent or approba- 

tion vnto any iniurious aQions; becauſe being vader 

the hand .of God, and alrcady feeling the ſmart of his 
correCtions,we feare leaſt by committing theſe wrongs, 

wee ſhall prouoke the Lords anger, and mouc himey- 

ther to continue our afflictions, or to double and mul- 

' tiply them jn number and waight, becauſe our finnes 

by 


31> rFraiia—s ONT — — 
Thataffulliowsmaks vs more inſt andpitifull, 
by this 8ew addition, become more [numerous'& pgrie- 
uoup in his fight” Iris 'trueindecd; the ſome Kifde of 
.aftlitions; as namely, loffes; want {214 potittrty; Usec 
-thruſt- many {into vniutteRtivnas,' and doe moue them 
tovſe ſraud anddeceity theft and robbery, topatchand 
pecceyptheir-brokeneftate, and rommake a {upplie*of 
therhingowhichchey want;byithefeyrlzafulfcourſes : 
bur Ide not{peake'of thoſe effeRs which afflitiotis 
in ther. ownethature produce, when they fallvpon wic- - 
kedimen; buras they arevied by God,for the bettering 
and amending ofhis owne childrew;by cauſing them in 
_ fearevfhisfarherly diſpleafore; WItht heart and Bob 
conſcience; to awoide all-fiahes what[3ener: Thi Which 
reſpe&tirraybeecruly ſad; that the” ſame roddes and 
whips, which-wake the ſlave torun away fromhis' ma'- 
ter, aridro become moredeſÞerate in his wicked'conr- 
£3jdoenakerdticiſoartand wwe lcrunt of God coy 
aetrervito hinehy reperitines fd humiliation,/2hd t6 
promiſe, and accorditzely to chdeauour artiendement 
of all his faults, that together with the inioying of his 
fathors fauour, hee may alſs bee fecured'from tuffering 


F n.5:701 37821 435i 


the ſinwroffiocortetions; #7 56 


.- -S*cendly; by" theſe *(flitions wee are mide more 55e2.2, 


mercifull, pizifull, and compaſſionare vnro others'who 


That by afflt. 
.- (ions wee are 


indute' the like ctoffes, and miſerjes; and, our hearty ye more 
which are *hard-intheinſelnes,arc {6frned and matt mercifull and 
moretender, and in fellow feeling of their griefgs, yt owpaſiozate 


ready and willing'toyeeld vnto them (ny comfort 'and 


towards others 


.refreſhing. And-thus-thoſe! whe hauc beer ficke/ are i4 miſery, : 


apt topitty thoſe moft;whomithey ſcepained'with the © | 


ke diſcaſes; thoſe! whotrans! been" thprif6hed] Joe...” wy 
moreteadily compuſionarepoidaccortifigly kelpeatid” ,....*.. . 


releeue thoſerwho arefeſtrained; they who :hatte been + 
pinched wichperuty,and pincd with hunger ave abotte 
- others pirty them, who beitig-poore dc 'want foode 
to' feede rhenigand: clothes to'couer them, ' And this 
; | Was 


fl gt” | 7 ©y26 WEE 
ctaffliftions make vs moreiuſt aud pitiful. 

was one end, why God layed. vppn our ſaviour Chriſt 

ſelle. fo meny cxollenunde ny + 097 EY might 

bee able (ufficiently to ane compairſtdn after that arc. ig - 

—__ ; Ar mathe” = —_ with necks 

and:.1s, Apoſile ſpeaketh,, For as hee ſaith inan other place, o 

that hee ſuffered, end-was tempted, hee us able to ſucconr 

them that are tempted, In which regard) wee may with 

- more confidence & aflurances govnto-him for helpe and 

= ſuccour in al our miſcries, becauſe himſelfhathratted of 

Heb4.15.16, em. So the Apoſile ſaith, tharwe have nor xn highprieft 

| which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but was in al things tempted inlike fortyyer without ſin. And 

from hencehecraiſeth this exhortation, that therefore 

we mt go boldly wnto the throne of grace, that we may re= 

ceine mercy andgrace tobelp in time of neede, Andthere= 

fore if the Lord thought it. fir that our ſauiour Chriſt 

(which was ſo full. of loue, mercy, and compaſſion, thar 

in commiſlcration of our, wretched eftate, hee;was.con- 

- tent tolay downe his precious hfe for our ſakes , that 

. hee might free vs from our woe and miſery) ſhould bee 

partaker of our infirmities and afflitions, that his ten» 

der heart might be the more en-tendred,8& mademore 

- * ©" ſenfibleofour ſorrowes by his owne ſuffrings; how 

guuch moreneed haue weeto hauc our hard hearts thus 

- ſuppled and ſoftned, who hauelittle compaſſionin vs 

bag bor that which ariſcrk from our owne ſenſe and fee- 

$ Selt.3. inally, by our afflitions wee learne to carry our 

Tha God by ſelucs humbly and meekely,curteoufly and gently,tow. 

affiftions me-ards all men; for whereas wee are-by proſperity puf- 

' kathrs more fed vp withpride, and become barſh, skornefull andin- 

wethe,bumble cJen, in all our. behaviour towards aur ne1ghbours; 

an a when ourproude hearts are humbled with crofſes and 

| neighbows,  Miſerics,and wee being ſtripped ofour outward braue- 
Js «aki to have a true {ighr of our infirmitics and 
 deformitics, then doc wee thinke better of others then 

Þ, | of 


That affiiBlionrimaks v3 more bunible and extteone. | 
of our gy victliem,with al cinillity 
itlys ſweete tildeneffers 


sti{himdvitic, being ready 
depatteftorn ri Wes: 
ypon any thing which is'due ynto- them. And as the 
wild colt which runneth atliberty in fruicfull paſtures, 
is ready to breake all bounds;znd to run ouer any that 


ſands iivlits way ; but being well bridled and broken; 


ſubmitterh himſelſe to be 'bicked with his rider; and to 
beare his blowes without any refiſtance : fo-wee being 
fatted and pampered in the paſtures of proſperity,breake 
all the bounds'of humanity and civility , andre rezdy 


txathertherito *eneroach 


in our pride ard infolcney'to beattdoinneall thatfiand | 


in our way, and ro trample ynder Giir feet th6ſewho are 
neere ynto ys;but when God hathput into our mouthes 
this bit and bridle of trouble and affliftions, -and with 
many blowes hath brokett our proudeftomackes;; then 
_ nrewe motereadiets ſiffer thents' offes iniuries,” and 
quictlyto hold'on! in thecourſes of out callings with 
all lowlineſſe to our berters, and with all curtefie and 


humanitie to our equals and inferiours, So the wife man Pro,18.25, 


ſaith, that rho poore ſpeakzth with pruiers, biit the richian« 
. ſmerethrowghly. Anexample whereof wehatiCin IVebsu. 
rhadnezer,who being in his ptoſperitie,vttered nothing 


but thuiidering threats and proude menaces;but being Das,3.1z.14, 
humbled firſt by'Gods miracle, and afterwards byhis 159145 & 4,34: 


owne'miſeric, he becommerthimetkeandfull of curreſte; 
Thits'Sav when the world fawned ow him, breathed our 
threatnings and ſlaughters againſt the diſciples of the 
Lord, and like araginglion puiſucd them to'the death' 
but being beaten downe to the ground and huinbled 
vnder the handof God he waxeth milde antigenttessa 
lambe. Andeuen wicked Benhadadhimfelfe,who bing 
in his trength and preſuming of vitorie was ſo vnmea- 
ſurably proude and inſolent, thathe became yaine and 
fooliſh in his boaſting, and with marucilous giſdaine 
$kornedall that refiſted his furie; when his __ oy 

| oiled, 


AQ.9. 


1.King.20.10; 
18,30,30, 


x8,30,31. 
f 


That by af- 
.($:ons wee 
Eftainevitlo 


of our ſelves, 


. 


=o} es $a 


That effifliens wakt vr meves : 
x King,20,r0, foiled; andhe overthrownein battaileby the prapleof 


$ Set, 4. 


the knowledge 
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Iſrael, withawhss hel ahve eprags re bumpble him- 
(eli659 £b44inþis miſcrie- 2 (endingrhis ſenpanre with 
lack-cloath ypon their. loines, and ropes gbour. their 
necks, and putting a meſſage. in, their. mourhes ſutable 
t9:3hcir habis 7 by. ſernens Ber/anded faith, {pray thee, 
let wit nPaubiie weriaprnerd furherproole 
ciqhes by ceftimoyie.qrexanpla, ſecing. common gxpe- 
riencetcachethys ,cthatas when men flouriſh in wealth. 
3nd workdly;preferments, they, preſently. become chur- 
lifhly Mie ogndpraydly di(dainchull; their chefts being 
ao fe Renfilled withrighd.han therbearrs with pride, 
nor. thexthighes aduanceg.in their. preferments, than 
they. are exalted in. conceit,of their-owne Worth and 
excellencie: ſo being;brought into miſery and affici- 
En er prſenrip Rube WEAPSSArty themſ{clues with 
alllowlinede agd bumjlicy ,.23;6 4] orhers, {p eporial- 
ly:to thoſe ;from whom;rhey.cxpeRt comforgand.rcliots 
ja this their afiRion;,- |; $3 ly og dot! 

. And thus it appeareth,that affRionsare vied by God 
25:notable meancs.ce-furn;jſhvs.with choſe motalland 
cigifyertugs which concerne yr ocighbaurs: Bhelike 
alſo may be {aid of thoſe veriues and. graces which di- 
reQly.zeſpeR qur {clues : Neither do oyr.crofſes & cha 
ſtiſemencs oaly-inrich ys with choſe ſpicitual-and ſaving 
graces, Which:tengng chietely, ca.Gods ſernitegdoealy 
ſo-furgher and afſure-our pwne,ſaiuation,&theſe moralt 
vertues which principally reſpeR onrineighþours bene- 
fite; but alſo with thoſe gifcs & abilities, which. do, more 


properly and peculiesly, reſpeft ourown vic and ptofic, 


Fox frſt, bythe ſs afflictions wee attaine.yutothe know- 


| ledgeofourſejues,and whereas jn our proſpernie,pride 


” 
: 
. ; # s 
=. = 4+ 
* 


-*  andſelfe-loue do ſo-hudwinke oureies, that we cannei- 


ther ſee our finne-normiſerie,and doc cauſe vsto put all 
our. gifts .and good parts-into that end of the wallet 
which .hangeth before vs, andall our,yices,: fauicsand 


im- 


BT has offigtnia ve ctavtuehle wid eek: Ya A 


iy eo, thas ge whith, i v5; 
9: 
I wh pena 


kahigraile 
Ts oatddetegh 
checorruprion and pollution of,our nature; and thoſe 
ohne pr A TY 


5 os crallts.vpogns'; end er rye nan 
tas in.xcipeA of x hem bark, wheredy-weltadd obo OK» 
iousrothe.anger of 'God,,and. toite and tyesla- 


ſing puniſhments; all which ourmiſeric: anddpirituall 
nakenget Spine 3oy mgpmtohenghs bgleaues of 
worldly. profpcricis 2re-rekenfignne, So #4 X 
_ ourpraſpexitic, looking rhravgh the bp 
pride and ſelfc- love, WEE are readyaq, ouer Weene out 
gifts, to miſtake ey: for fubſtances, worldly po- 
hs which is were foglſhnallegfor is —_— 
proug fcpreſumpHs 99H o6ypl m— 7-4 page 
corftant_ hope., an —_— 
neſſe far frugalitie and a wa" and lis 
beralicie : a5 alſo co imagine thiatcbgiſmpalleſt mites of 
erare nd vermzee » AN _m EI ow 
and e559, 1ighe{La96 gfoaty is 
an Eg Way we tk mnt” 5 ken fron 
ur cies, We ſee,our graces & ſpirizyall abilicies in 8bcix 
 owne nature and proportipyy andghea counterfeirwvere 
tues which hkeguilded Papers or, poltes quake iresbe 
time of our proſpericheia glorious .he-$odenatingqure 
gold in ourwardappearance, do ronlume-andl yariith is 
the fierie crial,as notinduring the heate of this furnace 
of afflidion:; : apdthen,the weakeneſeandiimpetieRion 
of our, acw= Hanes il eahinbedl hey 
te Mepar {6 FERRER ones 
calamicic.: Then © howhich ng 
med ſa ongtzbingbe greabaenyarlank nog Ired, 


Teceiuet 6lea bo willappea 
oy the fi Yes —_—_ 


avenge 
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pus rc Av aMfifldd6r'7 and Viſor ſt 
wr porting 
owt ſaint ioch (act IpBYUhE waikrs/) #114 evi 
much vpor our.owne Pore eh ant vidauor ourage 
char albehr atom, I the: cine 'of- Heh 
fhonld denie- Chrift, yer wewilFnor; whenthewanes of 
rronbleamimiſetie douppicnchrowardors, weare ferns 
dices Gakelndoubring; andro-ery or? for feare ; and. 
bur exainined by apooreDamoſell; IWetaremea- 
dy'to devices forſuke Chriſt and the Goſpell; leaſt by 
flicking x6 vir profeſhoi wee ſhould bre expoſed £ 
the danger of perſecution, Their our 'affittice in God 
which whileft wee flouriftied in the world ſeemed fo. 
bovld and coufident,fo ffongandRiaxdy in Gods pro- 
miſedaffiftance, will thew itfeWeto beweake , re 
rug -and tuinous ;- whe theſe” birywatd' propp 
CREE þrpenk ney Then virkopet Flick. 
{nc 2ppeated Tocronflantian sffared, ; 
thar'no'delay- eter compre tr, when-wee are in 
affliction; and Finde'the qe entry Gods helpe and 
| boridefugneeifOraiiwhite defe Fred, is read FA =_ : 


% ' [; 


ant db proſt@ihp titnes into/doubting an | 
Thetiourwfedole which! we thow be effort. : 
arvach; vhat-4veE-Tould ca e nears cither to - 


prevont; 6120 2ſbipe-out of 'afl thificulcjes and 'tan- 
; Shen. aANe Gre brevgbt int6-4heſs 'frairs- and 
ado pate: Night aridthaltanw ;beiing altgge- 
che infoſieteI@es deliver>4s Fi6ih Hheſe1 ries ani | 


together withour outward, praſperitic. vaniſh away; and - 


FO 'FJ'Et> ae ts, 
ans Gola rblecnpamt ic.ene; as enlen 
re, he be examinedand trycd by {bi guiſe 


$6urn ey; a wartaprefuming, igoe rant :of ft anterntey- 
recs ing bit mofies. ſoarbed with whae 'e2ationcm 


noi hewss: rs . Feein hiefturnblingand falling — : 
ke law how vainey hehad peclumedhewopnand bywee- — | 
ping gcame fruikully toknow what he wanandto bechar — 
'whightbolore bg wes rnotSewhctceainour pi uy 
rignomncnaromuchdeccinndin ourocut ce quler irs 
eltaten thinking it inreſpeR abaurownewildomeyriches, ſoa titabetia- 
, Power and external holp4gto beſo firmeand firong,chat it ne intellexit 
caapatbs.reboat, eur ao ex Cat ofe _; 
Yighth&ei 8s. un ce examples 2Naad ;/v may pers 
in Tepreſtrie cle the re Jul nn wan bevowns 11 4, 
#4: no {poncedath ihe Lard hide ibis facctia the ticke 
trouble not effliftion, andwirhideawefromrhiched fog; efſe 
hand, bus. wa preſently ſce our oxceedinpatiie cadins ed 
becillties charowe Rungth inweakedefiiqnd, out wits 74 fenrt'® 
domr-faphſhnefle, & tharwo,uith al dhe pdmcitemel Pſal.30.6, 
momentany,mutable,andbutef ſhortandchatvacerrine p72l,ro4-29, 
continuance, ſothatif Godtakoour breathfrain: w wee 
7 goncand  recarnetp our duſty india hikovrh Hag.t g. 

oe but blaw ypan. Qus-weolelts and they 

arc prelemily waſted, & enfecbled,:Finally,whetees:when 
weeabound with worldly bleflings,wearercadytaifely to. 


flatter our ſelues ow as Ion of our. happineſle; and 
tocencludeypon Hs one 7 Ws. + 
face of cn endbighiadenced, is Gods lour and fa- 
uour ;-when afflitios.commeththele-fond.and ipernici- 
ous conceies, which are not the fruits offairh; bue the cur- 
ſed brogde and off ptingof preſumptionandfcourivie,do 


then weſkchs:to gather betece aflucance, ra. are 
ourfgich ypon were Gra founds 
Rachy extenmallchings; whick bappen dogs 


—— rn de remeber dou 
gifts 


 meames 5 Ss: p - 
bat by ilkinrdpoattinpairks trnidgef our 
_._ giftsand graccsof Gods holy [pirc, wherevith weate'mn- 
 ducd,and bythe notable fruits of righteovſiteſl; ; 
" neſſc, which: (pringirig:from.thery; doe plainely appear@: 
- noucliucs and conutifation. Aniriius 


| ius dos wee by out: 
* afflitionsmtaicevntorhar excclitat bene of knowing 


. .-: qurſelucs$p which, nextvatothe true (autogknowied 
-.-3 of@Gog;cxcecdeth all other kinds of kaowledge invic & 
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\ profriforas by whonularh birowntavihde fr bitter thanhbe 
abut wnnerb aCirte:z hy hee tharktiawerh this firdlewortd? 


1. ww of himſelfe,and hisvwnheart withalbche ſecrerturnings 
12> »» andumviny of ir;ivin farce better ſtate thereby,than he 


"db, \\] 


- '1\, who khowerh the great- vniucrſe & frame of Heanenand 
Eire johe ſecrets of nature, 


wh 


:myſticdllpolicics 
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ofeommanwcalthes, yea ult 


| Arts wndfcientes; 
_ «xr, 86 wharfocucrocher skitor wifedome'inthe world, which 


© -5,14\ t8mnghinediymeo by painfullinſtruRtion, or deerly purcha- 
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& yuitriocilr, arid fo arc braugtnco fecks righreouſnefte 
perfeRiongutof our felues in Jeſus Chriſt ; and our 
ownazcakencs,imporencie,& inſufticiencicytharwe iiay' 
- notreſtypontherced of our ownAtrengrh; which would- 
ccauers when'we molt [ranedvypoirblitypon the: 
powerohGodsmighti& thepromiſed2ffifiico of his he— 
ly ſpirie, whicb eucr faileth or forfaketh any thatrely vps' 
him.And alſo hereby we'cometorheknowledgeof ibofe 
rich pifts8& graces, wherewich God hathindued vs,& per- 
ceiuewhatexeciancyizin theſe ptcttdeſle pearſes, & ſpit. 
ritual armor. & munici6,that ſo we muy plueGodthe plory 
ofthis own gifts,&reioyce our ſclues inithe fruition of the, 
-: But as the Lord vſcth: afflitions as anorable meanes: 


T hat the exer- todilcoucr vinto. vs our. wants and weakeneſle:; ſoulſofor 
Fife of aſfi-Ft- 
ons increaſetb 
our Firength to 
bearetbem, 


theconfrating god incereafingol vurfſpirituali ſtrength ;- 
forJouing ys (axEhauc:thewed) notlike a' forid mother, 
whoby bee cockering.and tender vſing of her children 


moketh them ſo weake., neaſh and efferinace, that 


Lib. 2; 533 ,  * Chap224 
That God by afflitions increaſeth our ftrexgth, 
are not able to indurc any hardneſſe;butlikea wiſe father, 
ſecking our good rather than our delight, he putteth vs to 
toile and labour, & exerciſcth vsin this conflict of affliQti- 
onsnot only ynto (weat & teares,but ſometimes alſo 7n- 
to bloodzthat hereby he may both preſeruethe ſtrength 
we hane from languiſhing with idlenefle; andalſo may by 
this cxerciſc increaſe it, and make vs more able for further ; 
ſcruice, For (as oneſaith) when we are fatted and pams r.zy2uere per 
pred with caſe and (loth, wee grovz faint and feeble, and incriian ſagi. 
are ſoone cired not only with labour, but alſo with bea- *4fa, 7% !abo- 
ring our owne waight; neyther is vnhure happineſſe able |, — 
toſuſtaine the weakeſt blow of aduerſe fortune. But when: /,; A fe 
we daily contend with new calamities, cantinvall vſcand ciant.No# fere 
excrcilc in theſceuils,ſo thickneth and hardneth the skin, *{um 1fium 
that being vnſenſible of ſmart, we doc not faintoryeeld in "_ f _ = 
any aduerfitic ; or if we be ouerthrowne through the vio- aldons bs a 
lence of our affliQtions, yet (as it were) vpon ovr knees = 
wee will fight and ftriucagainft them. Bur this will better 
appeareif wee further conlider more diflinly, thatour 
afflitions confirme and increaſe in vs both our ſtrength 
and power whereby we are inabled to beare the burthen 
of any calamitic without ſincking vnder the waight, and 
alſo our courage, fortitude,and chriſtian valour,whereby 
we arehartned to indurethe brunt of any incounter with- 
, out ſhrinking or baſc yeelding inchis ſpirituall warfare, 
Concerning the former point experience teacheth vs, 
that as other creatures, fo alſo men, are made more weake 
and render by (oft and gentlev(age,and much diſabled to 
beare the brunt of any outward violence or aduerſe caſual. 
tic, when (according to their kindes) they flouriſhin caſe 
and proſperitic ; and contrariwiſe that they are much 
 firengthened to indure any hardnelſſc or aduerſitie when 
they are ved and inured vntoit by continuall cuſtome, 
Thus wee ſee that oxen which are bred and brought vp in 
hard countries and common paſtures, are (tronger toin- 
dure labour then they which are fed and fatted 1n ſweet 
| Rr 3 and 


Chap.24. $34 Lib. 2, 
T hat God by affiiftions increaſeth our ſtrength. 

and pleafant meddowes ; and that by their labouring 
' rhiey are inabled to take much more fruitful paines,than 
others that are pampred with caſe andplentie. Thus the 
trees which grow in the ſoft and ſun-ſhine valley are 
neither ftrong, ſolid norfirmely ruoted;but thoſe which 
Randing on the top efthe mountaines areexpoſed to all 
kindes of winde and weather, to boiſtrous blaſts and 
ſtormy rempelts.So we find by experience thattheir bo= 
dies are moſt able and ative, who are inured to paines 
and labour; andthatpart of the body to be moſt firong 
and fit for imployment,which is moſt vſed and continu- 
ally exerciſed;& contrariwiſe, that thoſe are moſt weake 
and weariſh, faint and feeble who languiſh in idleneſle, 
and ſpend theirrime in eaſe andplentie; and that hand 
whica is not accuſtomed to labour, to be ſoft & tender, 
that it cannot indure the ſmalleft paines ; that hard and 
Poore education maketh the beſt ſouldiers, and by con= 
tinuall cuſtome cauſeth want and watching, paines and 
roileſome labour, ſcant dyet and hard lodging to be- 
come familiar and eafie to be indured : whereas plentic 
and proſperitie, ſoft cloathing and daintie fare, doth ſo 
weaken & diſable the bodie, thatit canindure no hard. 
neſſe, but is more indangered with winde and weather, 
cold and hunger,than with the force and violence of the 
molt warlike enemies: that Mariners who haue beene 
accuſtomed to ſtormes & tempeſts,finde {mal alteration 
in their bodies in the roughelt Seas & fowleſt weather; 
whereas freſh-water ſouldicrs, and tender paſſengers 
cannot brookethe ſmell of the ſhip, nor fight of the wa-- 
ter, and areextreamely Sea-fick when they are but a lit- 
tle toſſed with ſome ordinary windes, Finally, thus we 
ſee that by much cunning men become more nimble & 
better breathed , whereas floath and eaſe maketh them 
flowe and purfic ; that'the gaily trauailer goeth lon- 
ger journies with little wearinefle , whereas they thar 
keepe home are ſoone tyred and ſurbaited witt. poing ry 
ew 


Oo | "Chap, 
That Godby of fiflionsincreaſeth our ftrength. ” 
a few miles : andthat the tender gentleman taketh cold 
being in a warme houſe and well cloathed, whereas the 
poore husband man dareththe cold windes and nipping 
froſts with his bare head and naked breaſt; and is firong 
to indure the whole day any toileſome labour, when as 
the other panteth and fainteth with wearineſle , if hee 
worke but one houre. And as it thus fareth with the bo- 
eicinured vnto paines and labour,ſo with the minde ex- 
erciſed with troubles, and accuſtomed to bearc the bur 
denof the crofle; neither is the one morclirengthened 
wich continuall vſe and pra&tiſe to indure any outward 
toyle;then the other inabled with patience and comfort 
to beare by the ſame meanes any croſles and calamitics, 
And therefore how weake and waſpiſh loeuer webein 
bearing afflictions, atter we haue long liued in caſe and 
proſperitie, yetif after much trouble and many trialls 
we remaine weake and wayward, pecuiſh and impati- 
ent, it is a dangerous (igne that we haueclittle or no ſpi- 
ritual] yertue and abilitiein ys, according to the wiſe- 


mans ſaying, If thou be faint in the day of aduerſitie , thy Pro.24,10, 


ſtrength is ſmall : ſeeing if any thing would make vs 
ſtrong, then would this exerciſe of bearing the croſle, 
In regard whereof the afflicted Church out ofher owne 


experience ſaith,that it is good for a man to beare the yoahe Lamen,z 27, 


from his youth, becauſe as it is ſaid of CAilo, that by ac- 
cuſtoming himſelfeto beare a calfe at the firſt, he came 
after to beare him when he was abull ; ſo ſhall we find 
our ſpirituall trength increaſe with our burthen, ſuſtai- 
ning with patience and comfort the oft intollerable 
weight of calamitic and miſerie, though at thefirſt wee 


were readie to murmure, repine and ſhew great impa- g 
OI 3 Sets. 
tiencie, when wee were but touched with the leaſt trou- T,,, --, by 
ble. YR aſfliftions in« ' 
And as our afflitions doe much increaſe our ſtrength crea/cthour 
and abilitie , ſo alſo our chriſtian courage and yndaun- courage and 


ted fortitude; and whereas proſperitic maketh vs co- 
Rr 4 __ wardly 


Chriflian 
fortituae, 


ls +2. 


ap. 24- $3< | 

| That Godby afflictions increaſeth 
wardly and fearcfull, nor daring toindure any danger, 
'orto ſtand toit when we are incountred with any cala- 
mitie; our often conflicts with crofles do make ys yali- 

ant & couragious in bearing the greateſt brunt of theſe 
{pirituall batrayles, and ſo bould and hardy, that we in- 

dure with patience the ſharpelt aſſaults,and giue not one 

foote backe in the moſt deſperate dangers, The ſouldier 

when he firſt entreth into the field , feareth when he hea. 

reth bura falſe alarum, and is reaty toducke ar cuery 
ſhot; whereas after he hath paſſed deſperate dangers,and 
hach beene long exerciſed in many conflicts and skir- 
miſhes, he becommeth ſo yalorous and couragious,that 
he dareth to venter vponthe puſh of the pike, andto 

fight at che cannons mouth: nowleſle fearing the cruell 
enemie,and killing bullet in a doubrfull and dangerous 
battaile, then, when he was firſt trained, the paper ſhor, 

and the ſeeming encounters ofthis friends and fellowes., 

There is no wraſtler, fencer, or combatant, that conten« 
deth againſt his aduerſarie with that ſpirit and courage, 

when he firſt commeth into the theater; as he doth who 
hath been accuſtomed to theſe exerciſes;and is not only 

hcartened with cafe victories, but alſo after many foiles 
and falls, dangerous wounds and much blood-ſhed, 

hath in the end preuailed, and by many perils hath made 
his way toa glorious triumph. There is no Mariner is fo 
bould and cheerefully confident in theleaft fhew of a 
Sca-faring danger , when hefirftentreththeſhip,andin 
his mouing houſe becommeth an inhabitant of this new 
appearing world of dreadfull waters; as he who after in« 
numerable tormes and dangerous tempeſts hath often- 
times arriued ſafely at the wiſhed hauen, Andrtkus ir ale 
ſo fareth with vs in theſe ſpirituall combats with trou- 
bles and calamities ; for howſocuer in the firſt conflict 
we are marucilouſly cowardly & impatient 1n ſuffering 
theleaſt paine; yet when as we haue beene' long exerci- 
ſed in theſe skirmiſhes, and after many foiles and falls, 
| haue 
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| —_— 2p.24 - 9 
owr flrength and fortitude. OY ; 
haueinthe end through Gods gracious affiſtance obtai- \. 
nedaioyfull yictorie, wee excedingly increaſe in chri- Contewptars 
ftian valour ; both becauſe this common familiaritie periculoruw 
with dangers and diftrefſes breedeth in vs a careleſſe Y#v"s Ins 
conterpr,& neglect of them;& allo becauſe it is the na- oo yy 2% 
cure of true fortitude and chriftian courage (like the vid cap 4 
graine of muſtard ſeede) the more it is bruiſed the more / 

to ſhew it ſtrength & vertue, and (like the palmetree or 

ſweete camomile ) to thriue the better and ſpring the- Multi adjeit 
faſter,when it 1s preſſed and kept down with the weight #949976 @- 
of afflitions. And therefore ſeeing by ſuſtaining the bur- OI 
then of the croſle we become ſtronger and more ablets Pe 
beare ; and by often encountring theſe ſpirituall ene- 

mies,wee are made much more valorous and couragi-. 

ous, let ys not feare that weight which will not cruſh ys, —_— 
but increaſc our firength ; nor be daunted with the ap. cpa 


| proaching of thoſe forces, which the more and tron. Non eſt ſeuie 


gerthey are, the more they increaſe our fortitude and #14 , certemen 
magnanimity , and by their ſharper aſſaulting dee bur 1% ſepia . 
make our victorieto become more glorious, Ic may be — 
at the firſt chis combare with afflitions will ſeeme irk- Sexec, de Pro- 
ſome in prefent ſenſe, and terrible in reſpe of furure #id. cap 44 * 
expectation; butalittle experience in this warfare will ſ 
bring vs into better acquaintance and familiariry with 

theſe troubles and miferics, and make vs neither feele 

their blowes whenourskin is hardned, nor to feare their 

greateſt violence , whenas weefinde that they doe not 

hurt vs. Now we ſeeme weake and our burthen heauie; 


feeblein ſtrength and our enemics mighty and vnrefiſta- 


; ble; butler vs poſſeſſe our ſoules with patience, ſeeing 
' time and cuſtome will make ys equall, by lightning our 


loadeandincreafing eur ftrength;by quelling their cou» 
rage, and cauſiig vs to become more valiant and mag- 
nanimious. There is intruth a ſeeming miſerie in croſ- 
ſes and calamittes, becauſe they are ſtrong ar theic firſt 
appeating,and ertible to fleſh and blood, becauſe they 
come 


2p-24- 


That God by ffiBons mcreaſeth 
Nihil miſerum come masked inan vgly vizard, and doe prefle ypon vs 
eſtquod in ne- with a kind of neceſlity; but being accuſtomed a while 
= m_ to beare them companie,we becom familiar and wel ac- 
- "ag 5 quainted with them; & then al feare vaviſheth when we 
veluptatiſuse finde them harmeleſſe, and we would not (when they are 
que zeceſſitate g on) but that wehad inioyed their ſociety. Then neceſ- 


ceperunt, Se- {\tyisturnediinto a vertue, and the yoake, which being 


_ de prowid. en vpon vs by compulſion, was ſo painefull and grie- 

__ uous, doth by ourpatient bearing it becomelight and 
eaſie, | 

$Se.7. Finally , the Lord by our afflitions doth vſually 


That 6odby workein vs thoſe excellent gifts and graces of tempe- 
aff cons doth |, nce, ſobricty, modeſty,chaſtity and purity :the which 


——_— he effecteth both by an outward nec«flity, and by an in- 


temperance,(o. Ward care and watchfulneſſe, For whileſt inthe time of 
briety ,"ode- our proſperity wee abound with worldly bleſſings wee 


fy and chaſti- vſually abuſe them as prouocations vnto our owne luſts, 
ie, 


and fuell vnto our finfull pleaſures ; as abundance of 
riches to maintaine vs, inlight wantonand gariſh ap- 
parell; delicate meates and drinkes, andas the meanes 
and occaſions of ſurfeting and drunkenneſſe,chambring 
and wantonefle, tuſt and yncleaneſle, riot and all maner 
of exceſle, And therefore the Lord ſeeing vs thus to 
ſurfer of this fulnefle and plenty, and thereby to fall in- 
' tomoſt dangerous and deſperate diſcaſes of the ſoule; 
like a good Phyſition preſecueth or reftoreth our ſpiri- 
tuall health , by keeping or taking from vs theſe his be= 
nefits which we peruert to our owne deſtruction, And 
when like madmen wee would abulc theſe bleſſings as 
inſtruments and weapons, to wound our ſclues with 
wordly and wickedIuſts, he taketh them away,and tur- 
neth our riches and plenty into pouerty and penury, 
our health into ſlickneſſe, ourfirength into weaknefle, 
our pleaſures into paine and miſery, and our liberty into 
reſtraint, thathee may make vs tobe ſuch as he would 
haue ys by yrgent neceſſity, when we will not be ſo _ 
| ( 


Lib. 2: 


$39 
our frength and fortitude, 
of our owne choiſe ; cauſing vs (asit were) tofaſt for 
want of meate , when we will not doe it out of deuoti- 
on; to become chaſt for want of firengrh and health, 
temperate in our meates and drinkes, and modeſt in our 
apparel, becauſe we want meanes to maintaine vs in ex- 
ceſſe of diet, ind variety of ſtrange and yaine attires, 
Neither doth the Lord by our afflitions make ys thus 
temperat & ſober only by this necefſity;but by ourtown 
care and watchfulneſſe.For thereby bein 'S brought vnto 
a ſight of our finnesin abuſing Gods bleſſings and bene. 
fits as incentatiues ard prouocationsto our owne luſts, 
whereby wee haue iuftly deſerued that hee ſhould thus 
ftraiten his hand , and ſhorten our allowance; we wil 
cuer after take better heed vnto our ſclues, that we doe 
not by the like ſinne incur the like or greater puniſh 
ments : ana becuen ready to binde our ſelues by an ha- 
ly vow, that we will for the time to come liue temperat- 
ly and ſoberly, modeſtly andchaſtly, and neuer more fo 


Chap.25. 


abuſe Gods bleſſings to his diſhonour and our deftru- 


ion, if once againe he repoſlefle vs of them. 
| CnaP?, XXV, 


That the Lord wſeth our afflitions as meanes to conuey 
wntovs diners worldly benefits, 


Ow hauing ſpoken of the ſpirituall 
bleſſings whichthe Lord by afflictions 
deriueth vnto vs , reſpecting either 
God, our neighbours or our ſelues; 
weare inthe next place according to 
bf fon: | our crder propounded to ſhew , that 
he vſeth them as meanes and inftruments to conuey 
ynto vs alſo divers worldly benefits , As firſt, by theſe 
croſſesand calamities wee profit notably in wiſdome, 
found policic, and vſe-full knowledge ; for as proſperi- 


ry 


$ Se, xi 
That by affli- 
ions we profit” 
wuch in cinill 
wiſedome and: 


policy. 


Chap. 25. | 946- | Lib, 2; 
”  Thatby affftions we profet much in cinillwiſedome. 
ty maketh men wanton, and wantoneſle cauſeth them to 

become fooliſh and childiſh; in regard whereof it is trus 
ly ſaid, that the more the land exceedethin fruitfulnefle, 
the more the people exceede in foolithneſſe : ſo aduerſi- 
ty and afflition doth quicken the vnderſtanding, and 
| maketh vs to pull and gather all our wits together for 
Naw qurſi in: gur owne neceſſary vic and benefit, and whereas whileft 
ter ſe conra- flouriſh in the world, and aboundin outwardhelps, 
ris ſintboxa | 3 a 
fortma & Wee wholy reſt ypon them, and giue our ſelues roſloth 
mens bonazita andeate; when theſe outward props are taken from ys, 
melus in wa- and we put to ſtand by our owne [trength ; then we doe 
laſepimis; ſe: beate our braines and ſeriouſly ſtudy , how we may by 
cunda reftun . Son tw ehes which lowanti 
auferurt Se. 9ur wildome andpollicy, ſupply that which ts wanting 
vee.opiſt.zg., in theſe worldly helpes . In which reſpe& affliction is 
fitly called the perfeour of wit, and the refiner of in- 
nention, becaule it forceth men by akind of yrgent ne- 
ceſſity to looke about them, toſearch into the ſecrets of 
nature,to obſerue the rimes and dipoſitions of all with - 
whom they are to deale, and to trie athouſand conclu- 
fions, that they may finde out the beſt and fitteſt meanes 
for the remouing their croſſes, and the ſupporting or re- 
Payring of their eſtates , Whereas if they ſhould haue 
authority and friends, health and wealth at wiil, their 
wits weuld mould and ruſt for want of vſc, ſeeing they 
neede not their kelpe for the ſupplying of any wants: 
but are able to mainraine their eſtate by the preſent 
meanes which they haue aboutthemi, Neither doe our 
troubles and afflictions increaſe our wiſaom and knows 
ledge only, as they ſharpen our inuention andquicken 
our wit, but alſo as they better our iudgement and dil- 
cretion, by that experience which we gaineinjzhe time 
of our tribulation, without which the othef were to 
ſmall vſe; for wit is beſt when itis bought at the higheſt 
rates, and then onely is profitable when itis ſeaſoned 
and (asit were) ſcaled vnto vs by deare experience; nei- 

P theris it ofany yalue whileſt it ſwimmeth in the braine, 

and 


RO OR 
and onely*fitteth men ſor diſcourſe ; bur when it is 
broughc into vicand-practife , andconfirmedby expe- 
rience, then it artaynethto higherperfe&ion;and of wit 
becomineth prudence and wiſdome, . As for example 
curry one-can diſcourſe of the cuils which accompany 
ynthrifrineſſe ; but he onel witcly-viiderfiaaderh cher p 
who hath felt and taſted of them , So many cantalke of 
_ the dangers of ſuretiſhip; and yetvpon the next occaſi« 
on run into it, thinking thatthough others haue beene 
yndone by the fayling of their friends, yer they ſhal nor; 
but when this is confirmed vato them by their owne cx- 
pericnce , and their goods are foid to pay other mens 
debts, and their bodiesimpriſoned becauſe althey haue 
will tocLatisfie thecreditor ; then; when they are once 

uit of thele troubles they will be wiſer for cuer after, 
and (ike the bird) warily auoid this ſnare whercin they 
were formerly carched and inſnared., So who knoweth 
not that inanmerable miſchiefes follow ſadden raſh- 
nefſe, and inconſiderate headinefle ; and yet ſo are men 
tranſported with the heate and violence of their paſſi. 
ons und affcRions, that they are ready toruſh into ſud- 
den courſes; till being bearen with their owne rod aud 
feeling the ſmart of their vnaduifedneſle they learne to 
vie deliberarion intheiraRions, and (as we fay) to look 
before they leape. Andfinally; who vnderftandeth not 
thar ſurferting and drunkenneſle are rhe common cauſes 
ofalmoſ2 all diſeaſes ;'and yer men are readyto follow 
their-appetire rather'then their reafon;andthroughim< 


moderation'to abuſe ſuch meates and drinkesas pleaſe. _ 


their palletz bur when they haue once learnedit bytheir 


owne experience, hauing by rheir intemperancefallen s Se: 2; 
inco ſomedangerous , andpainfull ficknefſe, ther'no That by affi- 
moredorhrthie batar child dread thefire ; then they doe ion: we ars 


carefully-ſhun ce cauſes oftheirgriefe and ſmart. | 


.. dnabled to dife 
Crane our 


Secondly our afflictions are notable meanes to make; 11, 
veplainly to diſcerneour hearty & faithful friends who Tarn 


Ne ; loue- 


has. 4c. "Ln 
loue our perſons, fromparaſtes and flatteress who only 
 louc our proſperity aadfloyrifhingeliace, Far; when we 

_ abound, with; canthly-bleflings- Fnety ove is, ready. ta 
. fawne.vpon vs, and toperforme allgood offiges with 
an. vſurious. iment, of deriuing; hereby yoto themſclues 
ſome-greater benefit, av-it were lending out good turnes 
that they may. be.rcxurned ynto them with fruicfull en- 
creaſe. Wherehy it commeth+tv' paſſe that wee cannog 
ealily diſcerne who.trtueiy loue vs, and;who only ſecke 

. their owne good, er ours for.theirowne ſake; for of+ 
tentimes the flatterer in ſhew and outward feruices ex- 
celleth rhe faithfullfriend,being. more diligent to pleaſe ' 
and more'ready at. 'euery command: becauſe the tryx 
friend perfortmeth al duties for his ſake whom he.loveth, 
the flatterer for his owne ſake that: hee-may aduance 
hereby his owne profit, And therefore fecing no man 
Toueth another ſo much as himſelfe, kereofit commeth 
to paſle that as ſelfe-loue doth. inheate, zealc and fer- 
Hency much excell thatloue which one friend vſually 
beareth vnto another ; ſathe duties and ſeruices which 
ariſe and ſpring from it muſt needes according to the 
nature ofthe cauſe from which-they grow, ſo much ex+ 
ccede all thoſe duties which proceede. from friendly 
loueſin outward dfligence and ſeeming zeale , as felfe- 
loucexcelleth the loue of a friend ; and the defire ef our 
owne good, the defire of aduancing the gaod of ano- 
Errerqui ami. ther, In regard whercofhe greatly erreth who chooſcth 
comin atrio a friend among ſuiters who throng about his gate, and 
querits ww aftetwards proucth him at a feaſt or banquet ; becauſe 
 u1kio proves exery cine will be a friend for his owne benefit, yer hee 
- who is tied with no other bond then profit and aduan- 
tapes Will when greater gaitie is offered become atray- 
\ Cour, Bur aflicion like the winde or Getemhete 
chaffc offlattery,from theſvlid grainc offaichful friend- 
ſkip, making paraſites to fleefromvs (as ſmoke driueth 
awsy Bees) whenehey canraiſefromys he further ad- 

| uantage, 


"> 
& 


vantage; An#as the only crue ronchftone ir difcerneth 
ulouer of 2 minis felfe from him whos a lower of vs; for 
_ "-necording to theptoiterbe;' bewho'is «friend in nerd i: 8 
friend indeed;and hewho'ickerh vnto vs in theximeof 
aduerſityand forfaketh ys not when weare forſaken of 
the world;doth cuidently ſhew that our perſon, and nor 
- ourptofſpetity,waythe objedt of his louc, In this reſpe& 
therforc'ouriMictions areprofitable,as they pluck "IT 
vs falſe hearted parafites, which like the iuy cling abour 
vs to ſacke our fap,and to make themſclues fat. with our 
fpoile;and todiſconcr vnto vs our true friends, who ate 
hardly diſcerned fromthe other cill this rime of rrial!; - 
Foras theſonne of Syrach ſaith, a friend cannor beknowsn Ecclelatss 
in proſperity, and an enemy cannot bee lidden in- ad- 
_ 5 Seft, 
' Thirdly affliftions are norable meanes ro crowne vs, — = 
apr poenrs maIOS 6 ef flitout 
euerinthis life, with agood name; which is berger then ,, DL, 
gold and all riches;and ſxceterthen the mott odorife-- with « good 
rous-perfume or- moſt -coftly ointment. For whereas name whilſt 
whileftwe liuc inceafe and profperity,theſpirnuall gifts thy d/ewer | 
' and graces, which God hath beftowed vpon vs, doelie pon — 
hid and vndiſcertied; when they come to the trial of tri- ; a 
-bulation;they are plainlydiſcouered and made knowne Ecclc{,5,39 :- 
yntoalfmen.Andastheftars caunortbe ſeencin the ſun= © 


of affliMon 'comnedh ; thro they Hive-gloriouſly in +++ 11 /-? 


Sing iieye-vilt rholfes\end eipinides; Tho Yai 
this (bgetfcenſe of-grivemdyertge yretd the malt 
 Hhagtis ſehrgwhen 38 it i eaff ico this fe BPMMIAiOns, - 


Then: 


F* S: | | F ; ; SLIPT3. "of R 
_ Thar Ged by ions, Sromnerh wemth egoadineme, © 


Then doth this {pirituall, gold appeare. true, and-goog, 
' _ when.itis.tried in this kot/butging furnace. Then is the 
Nrength of our faith. manifeſte .to.Gods glory aud,our 

praiſe,not when we idly fit til}, but when we wraftle and 

contend with ſtrong tentations. Then doth our chri- 
 Rian valour & fortitude moſt plainly appeare,not whilſt 
welie at caſe in the ſafe garriſon, but when we arc aflal- 
red with theſe mighty cnenvics, and after many conflits 
get the vitory. Finally then doth thar precious diamond 
of true patience come to be approucd and highly valucd 
not whilſt it lieth yntouched in the rich cabiner, buc 
whea it is tried vpon theanuile of affliticns, For exam- 
ple;zwho ad cuer known,or knowing, commended,.the 
faith and obedience of Abraham,if at Gods conmande- 
ment he had not firſt willingly gone into voluntary ba- 
niſkment,and left his own. country and kindred; and af- 
tcrwards Deen ready to Gffer vp in ſacrifice his deareſt 
ſonne *Who had known of [acobs faith & piety ifhe had 
not,bcing indangered by his brather,wraſiled with God 
in praicrs and ſtrong cries, & ſo ..by an holy violence ob- 
tained the bleſſing * Who had diſcerned thoſe excellent 
graces of piety,fidelity,the feare of Gad, wiſedome and 
patiznce,which were in ſoſeph,ifhe had not, bin ſoldia- 
to Egypt,accuſed by his miltrefle, and cruelly intreated 
both by his owr. kindred and firangers? Who had cuer 
heardofthoſe glorious dcliverances of the Ifraclices, 
or vnderſiood howdeare they were, vnto God, had they 
not been firſt yexed. in: the captivity of Egypr? Finally 
=" who had knowne,or knowing magnifted the patience of 
+.$am.15.26, 706;tb< piery and humility of Daxid, the vndanzed cou- 
afts.cs, Tageand conftancy of the boly Apoſtles.,if they had nor 
been manifeſted by cheir troubles, and affliiions? And 
this.is one chiefe. cauſe which mooueth. the, Lord to 
bring bis,children intockeſc rrials of tribulation, thar 
the riches 30d execllency, of his. graces and-vectues be- 
Cowedypon them, may, elearely. appears, both-t9 che 


GCea.12,! 4 & 
24 2.3, 


Gen.33.24. 


Exod.14. 


- 


AadauUance- 
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That God by affiifHons crowneth or with a good name, 
aduancement oFhisglory thar paticthemn; andche fame 
and eſtimation of thoſe that haue them:For ſo the Apo- 
fle faith, thac God afflied the faithfull of thoſe times, 
that the triall of their faith being much more precious thew 
gold that periſheth( though it be triedwith fire ) might be x iPeryr.7, 

found tothtiv praiſe avd honor and ylory,at the appearing of 

Jeſus Chriſt, And therefore ifmen arc ready to take any 

paines, to hazard themſclues ynto any danyer, and to 

ſufter innumerable miſeries and-extremities, that the 

may attain vnto the yainc honor and glory ofthe world, 

though oftentimes they long outliue it, or if it laſt ſo. 

long, doth but accompany them to the graue, and then 

rotteth as faſt as their carkaſlſe; how ready & willing, yea 

kow chearefull and ioyfull ſhould wee be in refining 

theſe croſſes and calamities, which dee ſo much aduance 

our (pirituall fame and reputation, and {et forth the 

praiſe of Gods rich Faces and vertues in vs; andrhat 

nor _— the inconſtant vulgar who are ready to ex- 

toll and diſgrace with the ſame breath, but among Gods 
faithfuil ſaints and ſeruants, who: being cruly iudicious 


made more deiightfull and gratefull ; and theſe: bitter */fi&:on me + 


time ſharpned,by the rw yy. wanting of ir, There 


courſeſt fare maketh it to-haue-agoodreliſh, and robe» 

come pleaſant torhe raft and appetite;' So rhe wiſe man Pro.27.7, 

faith;rhat theperſon that is fill, deſpiſeth an hyriy combe;but 

vnterhe haugry ſoulrevery bitter thing fect, The dan» 
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7 n 546. wii , Lib.z , 
That by efflitiovs we come to reſt better Gods bleſſings, 


_ rieftfare, ifirbe ordinary ,vringerh no'delight, and we 


find no daintineſle in the taſt of it; vnleſle je be rarely fed 
vpon,and ſo made dainty.inthe vie; whereas the home= 
lieſt meat hath an excellent relliſh, if it-be caten after 
long faſting;and hereofir is, that men after fullrables, 
doe voluntarily vſec ſome ſpare diet, and ſharpen their 
Romacke and appetice by long abſtinence. The daics 
brightneſſe if is were continuall would become te- 
dious; and the glorious light of the ſunne would bring 
wearinefſe,vnlefic it were made gratefull by the oights 
darkneſſe. In a word pleaſure it ſelfe would not long 


 pleaſevs; ifche glutting ſatiety of theſe ſweet meats 


were not taken away by abflinence,or ſauced(as it were) 
with the ſowre ſauce of intermingled miſcries. Andas 
common vſe of worldly benefits doth dull the appetite, 
and maketh itto leth them;ſo it taketh away from them 
their excellency. and worth in our opinion, andcauſeth 
the iudgement to vilifie and cantemne them; whereas if 
weeni-y them ſparingly,and ſometime be vtterly depri- 


| ued ofthem,then their-worth is increaſed by their want, 


and they hane much better welcome at their comming 
againe, then they formerly had before. they departed 
from vs. Thus that excellent iewell of health when it is 
continually enioyed is ſcarce thought on, but then it is 
ſweer and moſt highly priſed, when we hauc long wan- 


: ted it through ſometediousand grieuous licktie e:Soli- 


berty,though it be as precious as lifeis bur little regar- 
ded of thoſe who neuer felt the rthiſery of reftraint;- bur 
afterlong impriſonment it becommeth moftgratcfull 
and delightfull; And:thus riches ate moſt eftcemed by 
them who Þaue foxmerly bin pinched with pouerty, and 
meat is molt ſauory,when it is ſauced with hunger, Thus 
that victory is fulleſt of ioy. which is hardly obtained af- - 
tera long, doubrfull and dangerous fight; and the ſafe 
harbor is then deſcried with moſt coimmfort'& content= 
ment of the paſſengers, after they haute eſcaped the ag” 
J - | Fs A P2) 


=L06:3, "x mmm—_— — eh. 
That by affliflionswecrdmen wells better Gods Weſſing 5. 

of tempeftuous ftormes. Thus the delights oftheſpring 
arc much more dclighefull becauſe they follow the nip- 
ping froſts. and fowle weather of lowring winter;and in 
a word thus all pleafures which fatiare nd glut without 
mixture,due becoine much more pleaſing, when they 
ſucceed;and are often interchanged with croſſes and mi. 
ſeries. To whichpurpoſe one ſaith,that inall humane af- 


faires there.can ſcarce be: any true ioy, valeſſe dolefull y;2r: 
forraw::hauc gone before, andthe: birterheſle of fore epiſ{.aa egro- 
pafled griefes doth the more commend the ſweetnefſe !um amicum 
of enſaing gladnefle. So the husbandman is moued by 799-4: 


his painfull ſeed rime,to-reioyce ſo much the more in his 
_ plemifullharuefi,&c, And therefore ſeeing by theſe af- 
flitionathe Lord dock hurt ſawce his>benebts, rhat we 
may enioy them with the more delight;and caketh away 
for a while his carthly blefſings that after they are reſto- 
red they 1nay bring with: them the greater pleaſure; ler 
vs by this copfideration bt modued robearetheſe croſ- 
ſes. with patience and comfort;and as che yſ{urer,though 
he make an idoll of hisigold, yet is content ro want it 
fora time, becauſe whenithe terme is expired; hecxpe- 
Acthrto haue it returned with forme increaſe; forhough 
ourhearts too much-adheretecarthly things; yer let vs 
be content ta forbearetheircompany'for a while, ſeeing 
vpon their.returnetheioy and comfort which we take in 
them ſhall be mich increaſed.: Euen the yerieft epicure 
(as.we ſer) vſcthſharpe and; ſowre ſauces to make his 
plea{ant mears ro:become more ſauory;andis ſornetime 
pntent, to preſcribe wnato- himſelfe-s volantary faſt to 
arpen his tomacke, and ſet amedge on his appetite; 
that ſo afterwards he:may- fred ypon his dainty cates 
with,more delight; arid:;why: then:fhould we not bee 
willing to vierhis-comporavy abſtinencewhen'God pre- 
cribeth'it, who beinginfivite: in wiledemeand loueto- 
wards ys, kgowes beſt how.$o delight his children for 
their greareſt bencfir,andſo rafſaure thoſe catthly com- 
_ Si 2 forts, 
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That Ged by sffGions avſoxaborfrom Fondemmanion, 

forts,as that they may bring vnto vs the greateſt plea- 
Duod durum f..0 indcontent?Finally. ſeeing that is ſweetin rememe 
fo = bring, which was ſowre1nſuffering, and ſeeing when we 
eft.Sevec is arcin the middeſt of our delights, it is notthe leaſt plea 
Hercul;furente:ſure to-thinke that we were once miſerable, and cafting 

our cie backward,to looke vnto the ſnares ouvof whicti 
we arceſcaped, letthis addition ynto- our future ioyes 
give ſome eaſero our: preſent ſmart;and ler ysforatime 
jndure theſe miſeries. with patience; the remembrance 


whereof will make vs the more happyfor cuer aſter, 


Cuar XXVI; 
That the Lord vſ#th affliftions as a notable meanes topre+ 
ſerne vs from condemnation, and to further our cter- 


wall glory and happineſſe. 


TY thatwhieh hath beeo ſaid it appeareth; 
| chat the Lord by our afffiionscommus 
Sf nicatcth varo vs many: temporary bene- 


\ = lf TT” 


d | | 
Te Efion Ar MI fits, making vs thereby partakers both 
preſernetbus SZ Ay} of his ſpirituall and ſaving graces, and 
from cmdem- Va Ba alo of carthly and worldly-bleflings; 


Ui +Now according to our-erder propounded we'are-to 
ſhew,thathe aloivſcth; themas meanesto eonueigh yn= 
to vs ſuch benefits as arecuerlaſting,aud docrefpeRt the 
life to cowe.Andrtheſe are of two ſorts;for by theſe cha 
ſtiſements and fathecly correRions the Lotd. bothipte« 
ſerueth vs ffom everlaſting conderanarion; and alſe fits 
therethand aduanceth'our'ecemaliplory'tind! etidleffe 
happinefle, Concerning the former weate'to know;rhiar 

| Wheras we in our owne nature and diſpoſition are ready 

to take ſuch waies,andto ruvfuvehicourſes/as would; if 
we continuedin them; bring>vv4yrhe ed to thdlefe 
wacand miſery;the Lorginhis infinite Joue and'mert 

Roppeth and ftateth vs from going on; by caſting theſe 

lockes and buſhes beforevs, that by-anholy _—m— 

To $483 i e 18 : 5 ang 


Lib: 2. 549 Qhap. 26. 
That God by affit ions preſerneth vs from be, 
and profitable neceſſitie we may be forcedtoturne back 
againe ynto him, and ſo be ſaued from this deſperate 
danger.And as the careful husband-maa ſetteth a hedge 
of ſharpe thornes about his wels and deepe pits co keep 
his catteli from falling into them: ſo our gracious God, 
out of his ſpeciall louc and care ouer vs,doth with theſe 
thornic hedges of trouble & affliftis,Preſerue vs (as we 
are ranging and rouing in the fields of this world) from 
falling iato, and periſhing in thepit of perdition.{n our 
ſelues we are ready like filly ſheep, to wander out of the 
righc way which leadeth vnro happineſſe,into the by- 
paths of finnc and wickedneſſe; and ſo to become a pray 
vato Sathan, who likea greedy wolfe rangeth abour, 
thar getting vs within his reach, he may ſcaze vponland 
vtterly deſtroy vs: and therefore our carefull ſhepheard 
watcheth ouer vs with his prouidence,& when he ſeeth 
vs thus to go aftray,he vſcth theſe affliQtions, as ir were 
the dog of the flocke, to fetch vs backe againec, and 
therewith as with the ſhepheards crooke and rod, hee 
ulleth vs vnto him,and criueth vs forward in the paths 
of holincſſe and righteouſneſle , which will ſafely bring 
vs into thoſe heauenly folds of endleſſe happineſle, 
If wee were left vnto our owne libertie,we would like 
the fooliſh bird flee from our Lord and maſter, andſo 
become a pray to helliſh fiends , who like rauenous 
kites, would ſeaze vpon vs ; and therefore with theſe 
ſharpe kniues of afflition he clippeth our wings to hin- 
der vs from taking this pernitious flight, and reſtrai- 
neth our licentious libertie,by putting vs into theſe ca- 
ges of reftraint, that ſo wee may be preſerued ſafe from 
periſhing in theſe dangers. Finally if we might haue our 
owne wils , we would, like wantoa and vntamedhei- 
fers, feede and take our paſtimein the pleaſant paſtures 
of finne,, and would gladly kcepe companie with wice 
ked worldings ordained to deſtruRion ; but howſocuer 
the Loxd ſuftereth theſe fat buls of Baſan to feede and 
4 Ca Sſ; pamper 
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ene» 1, 1 3: Lib.2; | 
That God by affliftions preſerueth vs ES 
. Pamper themſclues with theſe delights, to line at eaſe, 
leape and friske abour and takerheir pleaſure, becauſe 
| he hath appointed them to beſlaughtered: inthe fhame 
bles of perdition ; yethereſtraineth ys from this wic= 
ked fellowſhip,by putting vpon vs this yoke of chaſtiſe- 
ment;and cauſeth vs co fcede in bareficlds, becauſe he is 
purpoſed to vie our ſervice,that we may inioy life eter- 
na1l; and not accompanie them in acommon defſtructi- 
. 3,Cor,11.32, on. So that whex wee areindged (we may ſay with the A- 
poſile that) wee are chaſtened of the Lord that we may not 
vr ener be condemned with the world , To which purpoſe 
a worthie father ſaith, that when God doth correCthis: 
Diligit quem children, and yexe them heere with the ſtinging whips 
flagellat, n#- fholeſome and holy chaſtiſements,he exerciſeth diſci- 
02g eantchd pline beforeiudoement, and ſheweth his loue in ſcour- 
gaem damnet 2, Se", 4 
Auguſt. ſenten, Bing them; in that hee therefore correQeth them that 
Tem-3, he may not findethem-ſuch as arefirto be condemned. 
And therefore ſeccing the Lord vſerh our afflitions as 
notable meanes, to preſerue vs from falling into cuerla« 
ting condemnation,by ſcuering vs from wicked world- 
lings, and keeping vs from accompanying them inthe 
pleaſant broade. way which leadeth ro deſirn@tion : as 
alſo by reſtraining vs from ſinne when” we are ready to 
fall intoir, or pulling vs-out of it by vnfained repen- 
tance, when wee are already fallen ( as I haue before 
more Jargely proued) great reaſon have wee tq beare 
theſe chailiſemenrs, not only with patience and mecke- 
Sui me/cit meRe buralſowith ioy aidchankefcloefſs - For (as one 
gudd multd faith)iris better to be burned with the flame ofa teauer, 


melius .47- then with rhe flame of vices; ſeeing by this the fer of 

| ray x Hellis kindley againſt vs, the torment whereof's into= 
flammis vitio. Jerableand cuetlaſtivg” Let vs nor then thinke apy mo- 
rm? Grigor, mentanic afflictioti&heauie and hard to be borne, which 
helpeto free vs from thioſe cndlefle tortures, yea rather 
Tervs' praiſe and magnifie Gods mercy inthem, inthar 

- being in comparionleſiethenthe byung of a HY 


LID. Zo OOO 17-1 5. 
[9 from condemmation, 
by awakening vs out of the.ſleepe of finneand ſecurity, 
_ do preſeruec ys from being ſtung euerlaſtingly with that 
deadly.ſtinging ſerpent of death and deſtruction ; and 
being lefſe ro be eſteemed then the prick of apin, doe 
helpe to free vs from thetormenting racke of Gods in- 
raged wrath, | 

Bur let ys conſider further, that as the Lordin his in« 5 5,5 T: 
finiceloue vſerh afflictions as a notable meancs to-pre- Thar Ged by 
ſerue vs from condemnation : ſo alſo for the furthering ur affJions 
of our ſaluation, an increaſing of our happineſſie. For f#ribereth our 
as one ſaith, when as theſe euils ofpuiſhment torture ys, © hong 
and in torturing doe not extort from.ysthe euill of fin OT OT 
not only the ſoule is poſſeſſed by patience,but alſo when Cum torguent 
the body it ſelfe doth meekely indure affliction or tem- «liquamals, 
porarie deſtruction, it gaineth heereby ſecure and im.. & nn ex- 
mouable ſafetie, ioined with everlaſting felicity ; and ,77%*" 9e- 

| he mala, 

To by ſorrow and death, inuiolable health and happy you (olom ani. 
immortality is procured. Andrhis is the chiefe end at ma per patien- 
which (next vnto bis owne glory) God aimethin al our tiam poſidetur 
afflitions ; for every where wee beare about in our body the Fe: Auguſtll. * 
dying of our Lord Ieſus, that the life of Teſus might alſo be © peien.capÞ 
made manifeſt in our bodies, asthe Apoſtle Geakerk aan SS 
as clſewhere he ſaith, therefore are wetried with tribu- 
lations, that ourpatience and faith bring approucd wee : 
may be conntedworthy of the kingdome of God ; yetnot 2,Theſ.r.5: 
through our ewne merit , but through Gods gracious 
acceptance for there is no compariſon betweene the Patior is teri 
ſmalneſſe of our ſufferings, and the greatneſle of the re- ** #9/ar (@las 
ward, though the Lordin his infiaite mercie is content 
fo repute vs worthy of this ſuperexcellent weight of 
glory for theſe our light and momeptany affliftjons. Sq 
the Authar of the booke of Wiſdome faith , that the *+C97-4-17+ 
' righteous hauing. beene 4 little chaſtized ſhall bee 
greatly rewarded ; fur Godproned them & fornd them wor- Wild.3+5. 
thy for himſelfe. Tothe ſame gore an ancient father 
ſpcaking of Gods end in chaftening his children faith; | 
© > RD 


$, 


| That God by affiiltions furthereth our ſaluation, 
Pa diſcigl= Thou giueſtthem correRion, that thou maicſt not takes 
nam 10% thy mercy fromthem; thou beateſtthem for their con- 
_— * tumacy, that thou maieſt beſtow vpon them the promi- 
Celcoars. Tſedpatrimony : Neitheris it any wonder if thou corre- 
macem v1 red. &teſt thoſe being little, whom being .come to ripe age 
das ec promiſ- jn Chriſt thou wilt make thy heires. Thou therefore 
+ who _ ſcourgeſt theſe, bur withall thou inſtzuReſt and preſer- 
6 phobe 0,. ueſtthemin ſafety; whereas thou ſpareſt the wicked for 
thodoxoer. de atime, that thou maicſt condemne them for euer,Thou 
- patien, vere inſtruQeſtthem to know thee, thou exerciſeſt themto 
contepl. c.1. feare thee, that thou maiſt crowne them with glory. So 
Eradit«d ſci» other asketh the reaſon why God permitteth the 
entiam, exer- .. . : | mage 
cetadtimorem fairhfull ro be temped 2? Is it not ( ſairhhe) that his 
vi coronet ad vertue may heereby betryed and exerciſed , and hee 
gloriam.ibi- attaine ynto greater happinefſe , for it is a more 
__ > glorious viftory not to conſe. being temped, then 
tad, ifhee could notar all bee ſubie& to temptation, And 
11,cep.6, this confideration moued Aeſes nor only to beare 
with patience affliftion, when through vrgenr neceſſi- 
ty & vnauoidable violence it was forced vpon him; bur: 
voluntary to chooſe tribulation with Gods children, 
rather thento be deuided fronrtheir ſociety, becauſe he 
knew thar afcerhis trials being approued, there was a: 
crowne of happineſfe reſerued for him. Foro it is ſaid 
Hcb.t1,ag.26, At he refuſed to be called the ſanne of Pharaohs daughter 
0%, 8408 Je 0 ; 
and choſe rather to ſuffer aduerſity with the people of God, 


then to eniay the pleafures of (inne for a ſeaſon ; eſteeming 


&| SJ > 
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the rebuke of Chriſt greater riches then the treaſures of © 


eFoypt;becauſe he had reſpeft to the recompence of reward, 
Yea this was a notable incouragement to our Jauiour 
Chriſt himſelfe in bearing thoſe great afflitions and cae 
lamities which were laide ypon him, whoſe example the 
* Apofile propoundeth yuro vs for our imitation. Lerws: 
run (ſaith he) with patience the race that us ſet before vs z 
Hooking onto leſs the anthor and finiſher of our faith, who 
for the io that was ſet before him endured the croſſe, and 
"ER Wc" ons Ol defpifed 


| Heb.13,. 1. 


Ks 


I ml - ohhh 4 Nap.20 
That God by affliftions furthereth our ſalvation, 
deſpiſed the ſhame, and us ſet at the right hand of the throne 
of God, And ſurely if we alſo would centinually fix the 
eics of our mines ypon. the excellency. and eternity of 
theſe heauenly ioyes, and conſider with our ſelues that 
our ;hort and light afflitions doe much further vs in at= 
tayning vnto:them,, ic would be a-notable inducement 
to make ys beare them, not onely with patience and. 
comfort, but eucnto rriumph over them with great re= 
toycing..Eſpecially if we conſider further, that it is not 
the bare bearing of theſe afflitions that doth. intitle vs 
to this happineſſe, but when with our patience we doe % 
ouercomethem; foras the Apoltle ſaich, then are we to 
be accounted bleſſed not when we:ſuffer, but when wee lamss, 16.11% 
patiently indure in theſe ſufferings ;then ſhall we be co- 
| partners with Gods faints in that glorious kingdome, 
when we are companions with them, ot onely in tribula- 
07,, but alſo i» patience, as the ApoltleJahaTonioyneth gc 1; 1 
them : then will God giuevs the crowne of life, when Apoc 3. Tod 
hauing tried vs with aiflitions he hath found vs faichful 
vnto the death : Thenſhall we receiue the garland when 
we haue got the victory, Andrthen, and nor before, ſhal 
we triumph in glory when wehaue:fought a good fight, 
and ouercome andpurto flight theſe ourſpicituallenc- 
mies. PIES 
But let vs ſomewhat more particularly conſider, how 5 Se7, 3, 
and in what reſpe&s theſe momentany afflitions doe 794 aſf:#i- 
further vs in attayning-ynto euerlifting happineſſe, And _ ny 4 
firſt we are to know, that our crofſesand calamitics doe ju, jome of 
helpe vs forward towards theſe heauenly ioyes, as they beaver, 
doe fit and prepare vsfor the fruition ofthem. And this | 
they doe in.a doublereſpeR cfirft, asthey make vs wea®- 
ry of the world, when we findefuch hard entertainment, 
* and willing and defirous to arrjue in our heauenly coun- 
try, where we expe better welcome, For as by the af- 
fictions ofe/£gypr, the Iſraelits were inflamed in their 
dcefires-toleaue that country, nt. La" haue 
ccne 


H_ 


"Hay 4 3 
bar Gollby affiFions ; ſaluation, 
beene contented to haue liued and died, ifthey had in= 
ioyedin ir:eafe,”peaccandplenty, and when'their op- 
_ preſions'were increaſed; then andmotbefore:;; ſet their 
hearts on the promiſed land, their face to ſeeke it, and 
their feere inthe way whichled vntoit 2 So wnen as we . 
are ſo addiedrothe world, thatif without:moleſtatis 
onwe could inioythexanities,of ic, we would-be con+ 
ten; yea earneſtly defireto continueſttilinit; the Lord 
cauſerh this ſpirituall Pharavh to vex and oppreſle vs, 
with which ſeruitude being throughly wearied, we de- 
fire roforſake the place of our miſerable bondage., that 
we may befreeg fromtheſcafflictions; andearncfily de- 
firingsobein our heauenly country ,\ where weexpett 
to finde and enioy ſweet reſt, peace and fulneſfe of all 
ſpirituall ioy,we thinke of ſetting our fcete' toward the 
holy land, -and of walking inthe way of righteouſneſſe 


@reeor. pit; and:holinefſe which leadeth xnto ic. To this purpoſe 
ex reg'fir !. 2. onefſaith., thatif we rightly, obſerue the courſe of this 
Indi 11,99 life weſhall finde nothing firme or. conſtant, bur as the 


traveller paſſeth ſometimes by pleaſant plaines , and 
ſometimes by roughandvnenen waies ; ſo we ,:whileſt 
weremaineinthislite; doe one while rhgetewithproſe 
perity; and another while with aduerſtty , which inter- 
changeably ſucccede one another, and change .their 
courſe-by-turnes. And-therefore-ſceing we are in all 
cftates ſubie& to changes andalterations, our mindes 


_ —.. ſhould neither be exalted with proſperity, nor deic&ed 


with aduerfity : bur with-alt our hearts we- are earneſtly 
' todeſiretobe in that place, where all things whichare 
goodafe alſo permanent, and where there is nointer- 
change bereweene proſperity and aduerſity... To.which 
end God fo ordererhiit y - bis divine prouidence;that in 
this life either 4duerkty: followeth proſperity , orproſ 
perity aditerfity; that one while being humbled we may 
Jearne to.,mourne for-our finnes , and another while be. 
ing exalted yvec map rceraine anourmindes the _— 
>0720 rance 
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That God by af filtionsfurthereth ous faluationt. 
brance of aduerfity , asthe aurhor of humility, Apgaine 
aflliftrons doe fit and preparewsfor our heavenly happi- 
neſle; as they ſerue for helpes'anid means; toitlenſeand 
purifte vs fromthe filth- of our corruprtions and polluti- 
on of fin ; Forwhereas no impure or baſe mertall, car 
eucr come into this treaſury of bleſſednefle; afflitions: 
are. that-fiery- furnace wherein. we are purped and refis 
ned-from- the drofle of our corruptions;' according 'to 


that of the prouerbes ; Take the drofſe fromthe [ilner, ard pro, 1 DD 


there ſhalt come forth a veſſell for the finer, Whereas oncly 


the pureſt graine ſhall be ftored vp intheſe 'grainers of 
happineſſe;, afflicionsare thewinde and fanned which: . 


purgeand clenſe vs fromthe chafte of fine; whereas no 
vncleanething can enter in. thither , theſe troubles and 
croſſ.s arethe meanes to'waſh, andpurge vs, as they 
bring vs vnto God by vnfained repentance, Finally; 


whereavfaire and. well>ſquarced ſtones enly-ſhall beplat , |». 


eed imthar heauenly building ofthenew Teruſalem;afAiz 
tions arethoſe hammers and rooles whereby wee are 
ſmoothed fromthe bunches and: knobs of worldly ſt. 
perfluitics, carnall cares, and earthly-loue; -Andas'the 
Lordin building his maceriall Temple rookeorder the 
the ſtones: ſhould be. hewen, \ cur and poliſhed; inthe 
quarreyes, becauſe hee would not haue ſo: much as the 
noiſe of a hannmerto be heardin his houſe ; ſoin the 
building:ofhis ſpirituall. and criumphant chytch bis wil 


3s-that the linslyſtonesappointed forrhiowotke ſhould 


be hewed'and hammered ; fquared. hd: prepated with 


croſſes and traitvlesin the:quarry:ofehis wotld; becauſe.” 


heis purpoſed that ro: rouch of-tribulation ſhould 'dif- 
.quierang.moleft, ve; wlienasweearrnncophieadintis 
'beaucnly FTemple.c Forubere ri>rearte.Jball. 8 wihod 
. row, nor crying, nor paine;as the baby>Giwſt ftakerh; Tn 
which refpeet one fly -compareth the/Chtiftians life 
£0:the Palincitrecdwhich inidlbwerparts'is:enfolded 


With. 
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from ouneies; and theraſhall benoweredeath; noithey ſor - e Fa 


Gregor, moral, 
lib, 19, cap: 


EE 
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That Gol by affiitionsfortbereth onr ſaluation 
withdric and rough barke, and therefore vnpleaſanc to 
betouched; but inthevpperparts it is greene, beauti-= 
 fullandfruicfull, ſpreading it felfe abroad with comely 
largencſle : far ſo the faichfull mans life is here below on 
. earth deſpiſed, vopleaſant, encloſed and and compaſled 
about (as it were) with a rough rinde of troubles and af- 
flitions; but aboue in heauea it thall be delightful, glo- 
rious,and abounding,through our fruition of God,wuk 
the fruits of bleſſedneſle. 
$ SefF, 4. Secondly , afflitions doe further vs in attayning 
That byowr wynto heauenly happineſſe, as they doe whileſt wee liue 
eſfict;om we here aſcertaincandaſſurevs, that we ſhall enioy them 
ole omg ff inthe life to come ; and ſoenter vs by the aflurance of 
beppineſe; faith and hope into the preſent vellben of cuerlaſting 
f/f through glory. The which gflurance we attaine vnto , both by 
Gods gractous meditationin Gods word, and by the conſideration of 
prog neo his workes and adminiftration of his righteous iudg- 
ora . f. ment, For in the ſcriptures we ſhall finde, that che Lord 
flied, * hath bound himſclfby manifold gracious promiſes,tbar 
he will giue cuerlaſting life and happineſſe vntoall who 
being afflicted inthis world, do with faith, patience and 
humility beare their croſſe. So he ſaith to his afflicted 
church: Fer your ſhame yor ſhal receine double, for confu- 
ſion they ſhallreiogce intheir portion : for in their land they 
E'a. 61,7, Jhal peſſeſe the double:encrlaſting ioy ſhalbe vnto them. And 
the holy Apoſtle aflureth vs,thatsfwe be dead with Chriſt 
.Tim.4.11.12 2c ſhall alſo line with him; if we ſuffer with him, we ſhallal- 
ſo reigne with hyy , and that the croſſes of this life, are 
Rem.$.17,18, notwor thy the crowne andglory whichſha!l be ſhew- 
ed ys inthe life to come. ; ſceing as elſe where heſaith, 
Theſe ſhort and momentany afflittions ſhall canſe vntowvs 
|. « far maſt txcellent and an eternall maight of glory. And 
»,Co,4.17, hereofit.is that ourSauiour pronouncerh them bleſſed, 
whoin this life areexerciſed with affiQtions, becauſe, 
| profiting by them, they are ſo many certaine ſignes and 
yndoubred pledges of their future happinefſe , Bleſſed 
| s are 
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My That G edby affliftions furtbereth our ſuluation, 


are they that mourne for they ſhall be comforted, Bleſſed are Math.s. & 


uk.6.20,7 . 


yepoore , for yours is the kingdome of God , Bleſſed axe yee 
that hunger now,for ye ſhall E ſatisfied ; Bleſſed are yee that 
weepe now, for ye ſhall langh , Bleſſed are ye when men hate 
you, andwhen they ſeperate and rexile you, and caft ont your 
name as exill, for the ſonne of mans ſake, Retoyce ye in thas 
day and be glad, for behoid your reward i great in heauen, 


33, 23. 


So the Apoſtle /ames ſaith that, the mar is bleſſedtbat en-Tam,n, 13, 


dureth tentation , becauſe when hee # tried keſhall receme 
the crowne of life , which the Lord hath promiſed to thens 
that loxe hivs, By which it appearcth , that if with pati- 
ence wee beare the crofie, wce ſhall be alſo partakers of 
thecrowne; if weindure the fight and obtainthe vidto= 
ry, then ſhall we alſotriumph in glory : with which con- 
fideration Eliphaz. perſwadeth to paticnce in afrh1Ri- 


ons; Behold(laith he) Bleſſed i theman whom God cor- 1g, 5. x5.. 


retteth : therefore refuſe not thou the chaſtening of the al- 
mighty, And Chriſt encourageththe Angel ofthe church 
of Smyrna with this conſolation to be conſtant and 


faithfull in his ſufferings. Feare none of theſe things (ſaith Apoc: 2:10, 


he) which you ſhall ſuffer, behold it ſhall come to paſſe that 
the diuell ſball caſt ſome of youmntepriſon , that yee may be 
tried, and yce ſhall hane tribulation teune daies. Be thou 
fſaithfull vnto the death, and I will ginethee the crowne of 
life. And the Apoſtle Pau/chus comforteth himſelfe af- 
tera]l the miſeries which he had ſuffered in his ſpirituall 
warfare ; / haue fought ({aith he) a good fight and haxe fi- 
niſhed my comrſe.; Tm kept the faith, from hence-forth i; 


therighteons indge ſhall giue mo at that day... Neither in 
truth canthere 

troubles and Ciſtrefſes , then when-we are by them aſſu- 
«red pas Gods word that after theſe lightand momen- 
rany afflitions, wee ſhall enioy vnſpcakable and end- 
leſſe happineſſe ; For (as one ſaith) weſhall not feele the 
pinching miſccics of this life, whileſt withthe wholein- 

eo Rs tentio 


eamore cffcQuall conſolation in our- 


2, Tim, 48. 
laid vp for me'the crowne of righteouſneſſe, which the Lord. 
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That God by of filions farthereth onr ſaluation, 
tenti on of our minds we fixe our thoughts vpon our fu- 
ture hopes.But we ſhal be like 2 valiant warriour, who 
either feeleth not, or contemneth the griefe of his 
wounds, whilſt all the powers of his mind are wholly 
raken vp with thinking vpon his future vitory, &c.For 
ſo doth aſſured hope ouercome things inftant,that that 
inaſort beginneth to be which is to: come, & that endeth 

whichis preſent, and maketh vs Iike to a woman inthe 

paines of childbed, who whilſt ſhe hopeth aſſuredly 
ro haue a ſon, lightly eſteemeth of her ſorrowes in bea- 
ring him. 
Butas by afflitions we gather affarance of cuerla- 
Thatby Gods Ning happinefle belonging vnto ys out of Gods word; 
*xwke Bu ſo may we be more confirmed in this afſurance by Gods 
faithſultwhich works, and the adminiſtration of his righteous judge- 
are «ffufied ments, For the Lord to ſhew the infinitenefle and omni- 
9 wax Fug potency of his wiſedome and power,doth bring vſuatly 
Cope, one _ our ofanother, as light out of darknefle, 
m_ out of cuill, happineſſe out of miſery, ws out of 
orrow,and the higheſt exaitation vnto heauenly glory, 
out of the loweſt abieftion and humiliation through 
earthly gfflitions- and calamities, And as our Sauiour 
was fent,by his word to caſt downe ſirang houlds, and. 
te leucll and make equal with the ground all that lifteth 
yp and aduanceth it ſelfe, and contrariwſe to raiſe him 


. 


vp that is deieted, topreach good tidings wnto the poore, 

to bind vp the broken bearted,topreach liberty to captines, 

: . Io comfort allthat monrue giving then beanty for aſhes, the 
Rai 61.t.243. gy}e of ioy for mourning and the garment ef gladneff for the 
ſpirit of heamneſſe;ſo accordingly hedoth in aft and deed 
powerfully effe& this his $008 will and pleaſure, bring- 

ing met out of miſery vnto feljcirty , and out ofthe 
depths of hell into the kingdome of heauety, Whereas 
contrariwiſe he yſually pulleth downe that whichis ex 
alted inthe world, and out of the greateſt worldly proſ- 
perity,bringeth men into cuetlaſting woe and —_ 
__ | | oth 


th 
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' That Godby affliftions furthereth our ſaluation, 


Both which our ſauiour fignifiethinthat parable of Dj- 


Chap. 26. 


es and Lazarm; for as the rich man who ſurfetted of Luk.16, 


worldly delights, and abounded with all carthly bleſ- 
fings,was ftript of all,and calt into hell torments, wher- 
as he could nor obtaine ſo much as a drop of cold water 
to coole his tongue;ſoLazerus (who wated both means 
and friends, & had not the priuiledge of the dogs gran- 


ted ynto him, u hich were allowed to cat the crums that. 


fell vnder the rich mans table) was out of this world! 

miſery,carried by the Angells into Abrahams boſome; 
And this viciſſitude of weale and woe,carthly m.ifery and 
heauenly happineſſe, net only was fignified in the deed 


done, but alſo in Abrabams ſpeech,which being ſpoken 


ina parable belongeth vnto all who areinthe like con- 
dition, Remember that thou in thy life tte receinedſ# thy 
pleaſtres,and likewiſe Lazarus paine; now __ i he 
comforted and thou art tormented, And thus thoſe, whom 
the Apoſtle /ohr ſceth adorned with the long white 
robes of glory and immortality, are faid to be ſuch, as 
came out of great tribulation, although their garments 
had nor their whiteneſſe by being waſhed in the teares 
of their ſorrowes and trouble, but in- the blood of the 
lambe,as it is there expreſſed, And this is iuſt with God 
that the faithfull ſhould (as it were) by the gates ofhell 


trauaile towards heauen, and through many miſeries ,, 


ApoCcg.14s 


iufte ſalue 


paſſe into euerlaſting felicity,that (as one faith) that lal- ;#e perperus 
uation which was willingly loſt tor the obtaining of que turpicer 
momentany pleaſure might againe be recouered by pa- «niſſe ef per 


tient ſuſtaining of:cmporary griefe & miſery: And co 


n- Yoluntatem, 
fortiter r-cipl- 


trariwiſe that the yngodly and wicked, who flouriſhing tur per dolores 


in worldly profpcrity, abuſed Gods good bleffings for qugyp 


fe 


the dſhonor of God, and oppreſſion of his ſeruants, cene{.«dlite- 
ſhould come to a day of reckoning, when as being 14mlib.3.6'% 


found guilty,they ſhall be ſtrip of all, and recciue pu- 
niſhment according to their deſerts;And with this ficly 
ſorteth the ſaying of the Apoſtle, Ut is 4 rightroms thr 


Chap. 26. .  '56o | 
That God by afflitions furthereth oxnr ſaluation, 
' with Godto recompence tribulation. to them that trouble 
. you; And to you which are troubled reſt withvs, when the 
'Lord leſus ſhall ſhew himſelfe from beauen with his mighty 
Angells,&c. Neither have we only by our affliftions 
when we profit by them, ſome aſſurance fom that vicifli- 
£:de ofcarthly miſery and heauenly gory before ſpoken 
of;burt alſo may haue it moſt ftrongly confirmed by an 
argument taken fromthe iuſtice, which muſt needs be ia 
the adminiftration ef Gods righteous indgements. For 
wheh welſce that our ſclues and others, who truely and 
fincerely feare and ſerue the Lord, are ſubic@ ro innu- 
merabletroubles,and(as the Prophet ſpeakerh) are af- 
flited cuery morning, one wiſery (like the waues of the 
ſea) following in the neck of another, wheras contrari- 
wiſe the wicked contemners of God and goodneſle, a- 
bound withallcarthly bleffings,and flouriſhin the proſ- 
erity of the world; frombence-we may neceſſarily and 
infall:bly conclude , thatthe righ:eaus !udge ofhcauen 
and carth,who will render vnto eucry man according to 
his works, hath moſt cercainly appointed arime for the 
uniſhing of their fin, and. the rewarding accordingte 
fis gracious and free promiſes, our vertues and hojy cn» 
. deauours; for the full freedome of his fairhſull ſeruants 
out of all their miſcries,and crowning of their faith, pa» 
tienceand obedience, with glory and happineſlc;anu al- 
ſo for the covdemnation-and deſtruction of wicked re. 
. probates;who like malicious. enemies hauc all cheir life 
prouoked his wrath;and diſhonered his name by thcic 
finne and impiety.Neither will it Rand with naturall rea. 
_ : ſos, that God infinite in iuſtice and goodneſle, fhould 
- create and ordainehis beſt creatures who are-moſti care- 
full ofhis glory vnte woe and miſery in the world; and 
; thoſe who.are outragiouſly wicked to flouriſh in proſ- 
;perity-and and abound in all earthly bleſſings, if he had 
; not: appointed. an after reckoning, -and ſecond indge- 
; ment;for therewarding ofthe godly, who are bere _ 
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Thet Godby our offiifions furthereth our ſaluati 
Qted,8& rhe puniſhment of the wicked, who are in world- 
Iy priviledges and prerogatiues ſo highly exalted and 
2duanced. Andtberefore ſeeing by our affligions we 
haue ſo many waies aſſurance of eucrlaſting life and hap- 
pineſſe, ler vs indure them with patience, comfort and 
reioycing;for if there were no other fruit or benefic ari- 
Gag from chem, this alone were ſufficitt ro countervaile 
and'infinicly to ouerweigh all the griefes and miſcrics 
Which are incident ro the momentany and vncertaine 
fife ofman; ſeeing they being light ſhall haue anend 
before ar withvs; whereas this ſuperexcellent weight 
of glary,which they'feale and confirmevnto vs,isinfi- 
nite and cucrlafting. If chen worldly men are contentta 
endure any labour, to hazard themſelues to innumera- 
ble dangers, and to ſuffer many and grieuvus miſeries; 
that they may be aſſured of carthly things, their ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances, being but vncertaiuties, and the beſt things 
aſſured, bur rrifling yaniries;ifche husbandmi coyle and 
labour in the feed time, in hope of a plcatifull harneft; 
nortwichſtaading that his expeRation is often fruſtrated, 
| by manyaccidents, as foule and vnſcaſonable weather, 
too much droughe, or too much raine,wormes,cankers, 
caterpillers,and ſuchlike; If the ſouldier ſuffer all thoſe 
miſcries which arc incident to his profeſſion, as watch- 
ing,cold, hunger, and be ready with patience and cou- 
- ragetofun iato innumerable deſperate Jangers, which 
eucry day bring him to the very confines of deaths king- 
dome,and all ro obtaine cither the yaine breath ofmens 
praiſes,or ſome ſmall pay to defray his charges; andif 
the marchane compaſle ſea and land, andrun ynknowne 
courſes, with\much paines and grear perill, to getſome 
wetzlth-which he is vncerraine whether heſball obraine 
or no;ot hauing obtained it may after a tedious yoioge 
periſh in the long deſired port; or be Rolne or taken 
frombim,bycoutward: violence, when;he commeth'to 
land; wich: what : patience: and::comfore ſhould wee! - 
ofnepls, Te endure 
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| "That God hy our affitions ferthoreth tus fo 


od lation, 
endureall ourpaines andlabqur,andbearc allthe crofſes 
andeglamities, which | give vnto.vs 'when weprofit by 
chem,moſt cerraine. aflurance of ſuch” riches, honors, 
and pleaſures,as being vnualuable and vaconceiucable, 


| are alſo out of all danger of comming, by. any outward 


accidentycither ynts lofle or end, - _. my 
Thirdly we are furthered by aur afflitions in atrat- 
ning vnto heauenly happincfle,as they are vied by God 


That afflifi'ons as meanes tokeepe vs in the right way, or way of righ-- 
AXeep vsintbe teouſncfſe, which leadeth vato them, For whereas by 
way of righ 
t:0::ſner which 
lzadeth toe 


our natur=Ecorruptis we are ready to wander into the by 
paths of finne, and to goe into the broad way which lca- 
deth to deftruCtion, being allured by the inticing baits 
of worldly vanities.the Lord(as hath been ſhewed)ma- 
keth afflitions to ſerue as 4 thorny hedge and firong: 
fence to keepe vs in ourright courſe, and 'to reftraine vs 
from digrecſling and going aſtray. And when being ſay- 
ling inthe fea of this miſerable world, towards the banen 
of euerlaſting reſt, we are ready to liſten to the ſweet 
Syren tunesof carnall pleaſures, and leaping our of our 
ſhip of ſafety the true and inviſible Church, roperiſh by 
adberingto themin the gulfe ofdeftrution;God in love 
ynto vs. vſeth our affliQions, as wax, toſtop ourtares;. 
that we may-not bearken to theſe bewitching ſongs,but 
may Without diftraftion -hald on our:courfe which wilt 
bring ys at the laſt the-pore of: blefledacfle, Nrither- 
doe our croſſes. only keepe: vs in the sight way whiole 
bringetb vs to heaucnly ioy and glory, but alſo they ha- 
ſen out ſpeed incrauailing ofit;and whereas in ourown 
diſpoſition weare ſlyggifh and Nothfull in our frourney 
and either ready to turne backe againe) troffit Rill;> or 80: 
leaſt tomakeflow haftin going forward, the Lord yierly 
afflittions as goads and ſpurs toquicken our dulnefle, 
andagreds to'driuevs on, and: ro compell vs to make- 


more hat that wemaymore —_ and fezfonably come' 
rate thecndpofeuriouricy, andb 


cer afſured of the- 
ſaluation 
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Finally our afflifiions dox much further vsinattai- s Se&.7; 
ning xnco glory andimmorcaliry; es God hathiappoin- Th offliflions 
ted themtobethewaythart muſt bring vs ynto'this euer. ©1* be way 
laſting reſt, For there is no comming into heauien ynleſſc — 
we will be contentce paſſe through the trait gate and G,y, (agdow. 
narrow way of trouble and affliction, as our Sauiour Math.7.14. 
reachertbvvs;and if we will ever come thether, we maſt by AR.14-22, 
many tribulitions., enter into' the kingdowe of God, as 
the Apoſtle Pawlaffirmech, We cinet cnterinto the hea- 
uenly Chanaanr voleſſe we paſſe through this wilderneſle 
of ſinne;we cannot.come into the port of tiappineſle, vn- 
leffe we failechrough a'fes- of miferies; we cannot ob. »-Tima.s, 
taine thegarland of glory vnleſſe we run and wraſtle for 1.Cor.y,z5 | 
ir, triuing as we ought ro doe till we haue gottenthe 
victory, which cannot be” performed by vs, but with 
much paine and irkſome labour, We muſt neverlooke—_ 
to be crowned with happineſle, till we haue ouercome Trib«leviome- 
the enemies of our ſaluation, -andthere is nonortable vi- = os — bY, 
Qory obtained, ynleſſe a painfull and perilleus fight haue? 5? fonem 
gone before;we cannot come into heauenly happinefle, prehear viite+ 
burthyeacthly miſery, and here'we muft endure wants Tie, per con- 
and watching,wounds and wearinefle, weaknefle, fiek. quenseorone, 
nefle;and many infirmities, before we can attaine vnto Aabitrnif 
heavenly plenty,reſt, ſecurity and thar euerlaſting health ,u; jeg iriwe 
which cannot be impeached with any ficknefle, Neither certazerit 
mult we looke for a priuiledge of hauing any other way de inter 
thenthisnarrowand (iraicpath of affliQtions tobring _O_ 
ynto heauen,ſceing ( 2s hereafcer T ſhall ſhew it is the = DM 
common ligh way, by which all-Gods- deare faints and 
faithfull ſeruants haue rravailed beforevs. Yea not the 
enly ſorne-of God him(ſcife,had any prerogariue herein 
' aboue orhers, bur though he were-moſt pure and inno-. 
cent;yer he was faine by the ladder of thi crofſe to clime 
into his kingdome;for as himſclfc faith, he owyhr to hene 


ſiffered theſe things and ſo to enter into hys glory; namely 1 . as 
PET trot 1150 5 T2261" ; chat , 


j 


r.Pet.T. '; 


Luk, 9.23. 


Hebz 18, 36. 


ko 


that the prediionsof the Prophers mightbe-ſulfilled 


. who declared firſt the ſufferings which 


Come vnto 
ow after, as the 


him , and then the glery which ſhould 


| Apoſile ſpeaketh , And therefore if weezeuer meane to 


come vntothis heauenly happineſſe, we muſt northinke 


' to finde out ſome new way whichis faire, pleaſane and 


full ofcaſe and carnall delights but we nmſttread inthe 
foote-ſtepFof Chriſt our guide who is gone before ys, 
and keepe in the ſame ſtraight and afflicted way which 
he hath trauelled; for none come vnto heauen but his 

Diſciples and the ſcholars of his ſchoole, and cuery one- 
wha will be his Diſciple muſt make accomnt to take vphis- 
crofſe daily , and follow him,as himſelf hath told us. Where. 
of it is, that the Apoſtle ſaith, that we hawe neede of partes" 
exce,forthe obtayning of our heauenly patrimony which: 
God hath promiſed vs; becauſe there is no way of come 

ming vnto it but through afflicions and tribulations,ir. 
which we would quickly fains if we were nor ftrength=- 


.- ned by faith and patience, And therefore the Apoſtle: 


Augaſt de ya- 


praycth,that the Godof all grace who hath called,the faith- 
full toeternall $a by Chriſt Teſus , after they haxe ſuſfe- 
reds little wonld make them perfelt and conſtant, iwply<! 
ing thereby,thac firſt wee muſt be caſt downe and /hum-: 
bled by aftiitions, before we can be exalted toglory- 
and happineſſe. And this (as one faith) is iuſt with God, | 


tient, bb. c.14, that we who were caſt out of the joyes of Paradiſe, fos 
* 


our rebellious luſting after the forbidderifruirghatther- 
by we mighrt-pleaſe and delight our taftand- appetite; 


ſhould bercadmitted jnto our loſt happinefſe bypatient 


induring vnpleaſant griefes-and diſtafifullni#ſeries, char - 
wee who fled from Gods preſence by doing of euill,: 
ſhould be brought backe varo;bim by 'fuffering of .cuil;- 
and that as wee there did. againft zighteouſnefle; ſo wee: 
ſhould heere ſuffer for righteouſneſſe:wherebyivappea-. 
reth thatthey are in a miſerable condition-who haue al- 
waies flouriſhed inproſperity, and nevettafied of any” 
miſery, becauſethey axe quite out of thenarrow _ 2 , 
cd: 


_ 


GS 


Kid woywhic affſtiens forthereth o8r ſalvation; = 
Key pro” i ch bringerb v5 to erernall bleſſedneſſe 
ethto ; cuQion broade and pleaſant way which lead- Mifer + i 
hapvineſſ Ction, For as one laith,he 35 ynhap yin hi lixef a _ 
PPI e,who was never thought worthy to PF 7a is os bp 
; — —— weattaine vnto the TY _s crete tematun 
OrF. + 49 apaine ; heis ; * Caret enim - 
happy who in his happineſſe.is ns Weeegnef one VN- munere qus 64+ 
tations;#or he hath not the crowne of victory o bath pops 
notfirſt ſultayned the paines and dange - J tho hath 46. <gr0- 
which purpoſe another affirmeth 7% , i 5" fight.To T.4. wh 
pregiegm ſuffering the ſmart of » peas" gg 
o from the ſocicty of Gods cle& children , beca TR | —_— de pa- 
on is denounced againft them who hauc EE? fo H mm ca - _ 
— , and contrariwiſe they are pronounced bleſſed Bernard in 
. 4s m_ and weepe. I which reſpe&-tribula ice p(al.qui bibi- 
nc 2 1&i on is mu chmore pro Geable ch KEI i wn tat.Serm. 17 
E proſperity z anabic&.and meane condition "4% 
_ an igh eſtate and oucr-toppin greatneſſe - a q 
_ = os then: yalup caouſteſſe plentie ; be SSett, 8 
© both being momentany and paſſin ; be- SSeer, 8, 
poſting ſpeeds. th aq paiiing away with That we may +» 
ments = _ —__— Reins REN paoifhy he war 
MIePD by SIPS © Tr caulet vnte felnes i 
es Ta ng on 
cing therefore the croſle of Chriſt is (as it i .. F:membring 
welaro ene bln engtccſe 20d ae 
za Abed 4 JaF 04 eth ys;vnto ha ineſl; » teinme vnt 
no cauſe. of ſhamein. hearing of * caps t Sorakiagnl * ba pines. : 
cauſe of ſorrow.in bearing of the other ; for —_ Erie 
teris it, thoughthe- way of our pilgri CRery at mat- viaw laborio” - 
and ynpleaſanr, if we can be aſſured that es rough ons _— 
abr lib brought imo Hemen? waht rence 
$. We 'CPOIN! i, ; orag Ti "© ; oy | 3 t 
, as. we are going, ſticke faft in the mire? yet let nog wor cal 


this diſcourage vs, for as the way is | 
£20 LOT AS LNE.M y is filthy, ſoitis ſhort, */f allelss 
"a eas "wo _ aaa + little paines oe lr com 
omen abour will bring vsto cuerlaſting reſt,and infeſtopaſthe 
mY zand ; 
Tt 3 "A Ta 


| IY 4 


That God by affitions furthereth onr ſalnution, 
this ſhort foule lane being ſoone trauclled will conduct. 
vs ynto apallace of all pleaſure, and ynto thoſe glorious 
manſions of ioy & happineſſe which our Sauiout Chriſt 
hath prepared for vs. What though wee muſt paſſe 
through a Sca of miſeries, where wee ſhall be ſubie&r> 
the ſtormes and tempeſts of affliction and trouble, and 
be in danger of the ſpirituall enemies of our faluation, 
which like cruell pirats areready to rob vs ? yet let nor 
this diſmay vs, ſeeing God is eur guide & maſter Pilor, 
who is both willing and ableto ſafeguard vs from all 
perils, and it is but a fhort cut, which being quickly paſ- 
ſod, will bring vs into the ſafe harbour of heauenly hap- 
icfſe. What chough we cannot enterintoheauen, bur 
y paſſing through the hot burning furnace of tribula- 
tion and afflition ? and what if with E/#as we muſt be 


Romeb.1%. ſeeing weare aſſured, that the afflitions of this preſens 


2.Cor,417, nefle which they cauſe vntovs is ſuperexcellent and eter= 


ſmalllofſes gricueys which ſhall be accompanied _ 
OS uC 


*% . k.-" 4 a. 


| That Godby affitions furthereth owr ſalnation. 
ſuch ineſtimable gaine,let vs not likeflothfull husband- - 
men jmpatiently repinear.our paines.in.the {cede time, 
but cofertour felues in the.expeQation of our heavenly 
harueſt, and ler the aflutance of our future ioyes miti- 
gate our mourning for preſent miſeries. Let vs not like 
timorous paſſengers feare thoſe windes and ſeas which: 
will ſafcly bring vs into the hauen of reſt; let vs nortlike 
loytering'trauellers refuſe that way for, a little foul. 
nefſe, which wil ny bring ys to.our heaueply home; 
let ys nor like idle workemen murmure at one gaics la- 
bour, which wil be rewarded with the yogns of heauen- 
ly happineſſe and cuetlaſtingreft. Finally let vs notlike : 
cowardly ſouldiours feareto hazard our ſelues vnto the 
paines and perils of ſuch a fight, as will afſuredly bring. 
with itſuch a glorious vitorie. And ſeeing heauenly 
ioics ſhall follow our carthly ſorrowes, great and ine- 
ttimable rewards our ſmall and cafie labours, and cuer- 
laſting happineſle our momentany afflitions,there is no 
cauſe of care and ſorrow ynto any, but vnto thoſe alone: 


who haue neither faith norhope. To which purpoſe one cypriexue cox | 
faith, that he alone truely fceleth the ſmartof worldly me Demetrie- 
aduerſitic, as of a painefull puniſhment, whoſe ioy and ***r«Rpri> 


glory isall in this life; he mourneth and weeperh if hee _w_ 
becrofſcd in the werld, who expeQethno happineſſe af« 
ter this world, but hath all his comfort continued and. 
concluded with his life, and after his departure looketh 
for nothing but paine apdcorment.But there is no:cauſe- 
of griefe when we are inuaded withpreſent calamities ; 
if by faith we are aſſured of future comforts: neither is. 
there any reaſon why we ſhould vameaſurably mourne 
forearthly-affliias,ifthey.any whirfurther vs.in attai-. 
ning;vntohequcnly glory.And therfare.letys norin our. 
* affliRtions fix our. mindes on the cuils which we ſuffer, 
bur look higher to the happineswhich they cauſe vn. 
vs;& being to pafſe(as it were by a narrow bridge)ouer 
this deepe floud & gulph of worldly miſcries,letys not: 
|  ; caſt 
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increaſeth onr bealtenly 2oyer.. 


caſt down our ro our feete arid behold the danpers 


4* _ {bay he more rich ſhall be our wages; the more laborious 


be much in. 
creaſed, 


Gregor. Niſſen. 
ae prouid,c-8, 


1Corato.1z. 
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for the jmore the Lord increaferh our affliftions, the 
more he increaſeth ourftrength'to beare them for he « 
faithfull and will not ſuffer vs to be tempted aboue owr power 
but will giue a goed iſſue with the temptation, that wemay be' 
able to beare it, And'his: correQions are trialls roproue 
vs,andnotinrollerable burthens to ouerwhelme vs; And: 
thereforethe more he multiplieth our griefes and ſor-' 
rewes,the more heenlargeth and increafcth our ſpiritu-' 
all graces,as faith, hope, patience, humility an dthereft; 
that we ay be inabled in bearing 'to ouercymethem; 
and according to the-greatneſle of our graces hill be 


the glortouſneſie'of our reward, ſeeing'he crownerh his 
owne giftswith proportionable bleſſednefſe; andas he 
aduancethvs aboue othersin grace in this life,ſo he will 
exaltys abouc others in gloryin the world ey” 

gs that 
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ſmart of our ſtripes,” is aiigmente@ the Ploty of our re- tiq;ath, ex 


ward, Andthis is one —_ end why God affli&erh delaenmdinl 
Pirer the wicked hat cheir con- autta eftgtoria 
flia may oecafion theif viRory;an@their croſſes myy fir 1anuaerationis 
ther for thoreceiuiteg of their erowne;! whereas he im: C/4h9raverals 
ptoyeth notre other manly! (eruicce, Geral} he is not 1935065 
purpoſedeo' give them any wages, and will notletthem- * | 
cher vo raigne wit him in rhe life-w6: come: Yea this», 
moueth' hin chicfly-ro afflidt 'chofe whoint he chicfly o/ficimar, © 
loueth; atid'to ſubie@'them to the greareft trials, who os corone & 
are endued with the greateſt graces, becauſche would fremianobis - . 
fit them for aricher reward, & aduance themro anhigh- a 
er degree'of glory,and happitieſſe.$0:6ne faith, that we Zivuleines 
are afflited by, God; that our reward andcrowne'may intenduntar, 
hereby be increafed; and as mutli'as he addeth to our fextam e+ re- 
tribulation,fo and much more-will he addeto our retri. 7/98/19ne1 4m- 
bution.- Aud whereas our great'commander *beftoweth I 
leſſer rewardsforleſſer eonfiite,wherthe commanderh 9,2 27s 
his yalianteftſouldiers to attemprandarchicue the moſt vine viere, 


valorous imploiments,itis his purpoſe for their greater !nferiore fant 


. . 
P ” s 


worthtogiueynto them greater-reward. And there-P!*®idiaferis- 
fore noble champions think itto be a diſgrace and great — 
diſparagementonto them, When they are imploicd in tis funity * 
ſome"ordinary feruice; orrtiatthed with 2 weake and imperantur, 
: contemptible aduerſary; becauſe his glory is orcateſt, fortiorem fer- 
which getrech the greateſt victory, his deuorion & loue 797 P=ueri_ 
cowards God'is moſt zealous and entire who for his/;9*, a 
ſake is content rovnadergoe thi-greiteRtdifticalries and ecroc ai—_ 
dangers, : 


\- 


66.Godby affuBlions increaſeth tur heavenly iojer. 

capgut, and then-doth aug vertueand fortitude ſhine = 
brighteſt, when 25. chex exiumph ougg4hefrongeliencs 
mies: And hee execlleth-oghers.in rhe; kings cftceme, 
who ſuſtaineth the brung of the bartell, and hach his va- 


EG fireogyb: 
' © - ly increnfingghe glory. of bisariumphe-/ { _;; 


9 Sefe19. not only turchet aur heavenly happineſſe, buralſo aug- 


on'y patient bs pf 00 "inke 45-424 
bu) alſo iifu r this faith, and aſſurance not thinke it ſufficient to beare 
in our greate ; 
offlihom and contenrednelle,, ypleflower can armaine ynto-thas pitch 


wuts thi reioi- 6 EDS . - _ | 
oo” And this perfeion of patience i bearing the croſle our 
Rom 5.3 


Luk&2z 'rrioice ayd be glad becanſe their reward az great in heguen, 


1.Pet.413 Dearelybeloued(fayth he) thinks it not ſtrange concerin 
the fiery rriallwhich, is among you 1opromt you, 4s pans, 


Fam.r.2, Apoſtle [ames willeth vs, to count it.exceedivg ioy,mhew 


creafing our gracesy augmentethiour glory,.-..-,., . |: 

 Bytyert,C(asl haucbeforeſhcwed) wemyſt take heed 
that wee doc not atthefirſt Rep iumpe into'this joy, re= 
ioycing in: the ſight and ſcuſe of our afflitiens theme 
ſelues; which were Scoicall and ftockiſh ſenſeleſneſſe;. 


_ -ocin the fight of qur finges which haue deſerued them 
| | and 


[1:25 « 


Tie God by ef fuBHontrenereaſerh ver hedviext) wojer, 
and drawne ypon vstheſc licauy crsfſes | which were's 
teſtimony of an hard heart'and {cated confcience;ſeeing 
they will not melt andrelent inthis fiery triall'>Buc wee 
muſt ariſe ynto this heighr of petfeQivn by Repsand'de: 
grees, firft lamenting our ſinnes with bitterſorrow, be- 
cauſe we haue moued our heauenly father inhis uſt diſ< 
pleaſure to chaftiſe and corre&ys;. 'andrheh bewailing 
our affliftions themſclues' with moderate gritfe;;'thar 
our harts may becaſedby breathing outthoſe ſorrows, 
whichf they had no vent would drowne & ſtifle them, 
And when by this repentafice we are affured of reconci- 
liation' wich God, thatourfir which is theſting of our . 
afflitions, is taken"away; then fromthis faichmuſt a- 
riſe patience brit, and then thaiikſgiving and fpiricuall 
reioycing , and that notinreſpeRof our croſſes them- 
ſelues, bur in regard of ourhope and affurance of tha 
heauenly happineſſe,, which'rhey ſeals vato vs. And 
chis order out wane” hiniſelfe eyed of equi- 
reth : Yerely, verely, T ſay vntoyos, that yer ſhallweepe 
4nd Pan qe-4) the LAW h ns 4nd wi a fore len, 26.68 
but your ſorrow ſhall be rar#ed into joy, And the Apoſtle 
Perer noteth, rhar theſe Weteconioyned ahdinterming- 
led in the faithfull; reioycing inthe aflurince of ſahua- 
tionprepared for them, and heauinefle for a ſeafontho- 
rough manifold tentations ; mourningfif need requite) 
inthe ſight and ſenſe of ur afflictions; and Srovrars er 
Clirift with toy ynſpeakable's glorious, a5theyfurther 
vs iti recoiuing the end of vir faith ,exen the Juluation of our 1-Pete1.6, 7 
foxtes, And this the Pſalmiſt repreſenceth'vnts yin $99 
the fimilitude of the husband-man,who ſowes inteares, . - 
2nd reapes in ioy; Weepeth when hee *earriethour his Plyl, r26.5,6 
feed, borreioiceth when he bringerh hotebis ſheaues * 
* And our Sauiour Chriſt Tikeneth vs inithis behalfe to 4 
woman in travell,who in her labour hath ſarraw becauſe 
her hewer is come, bur as ſoone a ſheeie deliveredof thelohg6 
childe, ſhee remenbreth no more the antuiſh , for io that 
a ryan u« berne into the world : For ſo though wee __ | 
| an 
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bat Godby affiiliene encreaſeth ear beanenty toner. | 
and weep whileſt we traucllin pame,through the ſharpe 
pur moublcyandallicons, ger peſooncrare. 
ve alluged by rhem of (our adoption. and (alugtion, bue 
we preſently forget.ousgriefcs, andreioiceinthis, that 
weare borne, ynto God, not onely as ſonnes, but heires 
alſo ro his heauenly kingdome. And this isthat triie and 
ſcaſonable reioycipg in our affliftipns which wee muſt / 
labcur to attaine vato, Kell Forepmog, tor our finneand f 
chaſtiſement, yet not reſting in this ſorrow; andthe 
reioicing in the middeſt of our gricuous afflitions, and 
not at the firſt ſtep leaping ints this ioy; but conſidering 
them not as fruits of fin, nor as ſcourges inthe hand of 
our diſpleafed father, but as gves.of ovr adoption,and 
ſcales whercby our heauecnly inheritance is aflured (yea 
improucd and bettered) ynto vs; let vs from hence take 
occaſion to reivice,yea to triumph in ioy and gladneſle. 
Forwhaz is be prine ofoprſeedgime, in compariſon of 
the profits of our haruelt ?-whas is'our preſent ſmart, in 
reſpeR of our, future ioyes ? how ſmall arcour griefes 
being compared with the greaeneſſe of ourglory ? what 
are our carthly ſorrowes,to our heauenly comforts?our 
momentany mourning, ygtq PurFperlalingrejojcing ? 
theſe feares to thoſe hopes, theſe ſufferings to thoſe ſo- 
laces, theſe paines to thoſe rewards, theſe light and 
ſhort afflitions, vnto that farre moſt excellentandeter- 
nall waight of glory., which chey gale vntovs 2 and 
wha are. the zrÞulotions,of abjeprelene time, in.5gm 
pariſon.of tbe. glary, which ſhallbe revealed vb 6 Ys, 
therefore with che wiſe husband-man.,. not :npurne ſo 
muchto part with-our precious ſcede, as reioice in;our” 
expeQation, of a. plentiful haryeft; Tet vs, nor looke {© 
much to oder decoying ; 2ffiRions ; ike the 
corne which rorreth3o-the cath before it ſpriogerhibur - 
rather conſiderthat by this means we tiſe [rh Our cor- 
zuption, firſt growing like faire greerie blades in grace, 
and then floziſhing ike rine eares in glory andfeli 7 
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bet God by afflifiions excreaſerh ey heanient) wajer. 

Let vs not refpeAa'the- prefete loſſe-of our ſeede; but. 
thinke of the returning of is with manifoldaduantage? 
yea s let vsxeigice though weethaue mpg ay 1 

cd time,and a hard Rormy,and ftofiy winter, becauſe 
they are feaſonable ; and doe the berrer affure vs of a 
fruirfull harueſt, And:(thac I may conclude this point 1aw cow /e# 
wich the diuine meditation.of aworthy father); whileſt 9veri view _ 
we are Walking inthe way of Chrifttowards the king=: Pann | 
dome of Heaven;letvs not promiſe yoto our {clues the {gra0 Praipe: 
proſperity of the world. Thepath was hard which he ,,,, — 
travelled, but the happineſle greaz which he promiſed 3 eambulexir, ſed 
follow bim therefore, and thiake not by what way, þue'#42"6 prowi- 
whither, thou ave goin p J ſorchouſhalulufferrewporall #-Sequere , 
aJuerſity , bug ic will bringebece rs cucrlaſtiogfelicity-,,uqreque 
If then thou wilt endurethe labour, thou muſt befill jrwr es ſed 
mindfull of the reward; for cyen the workman would: que veaterus 
faint in the vineyard, if hee did notrememberthe recei= #1, &c- tug. 
uing ofhis wages. But if thou artendeſk voto that which mal axgs 
thou ſhak recciue, thon-wilt lightly elteerne whatſocucy- " 
thou ſuffereſ},and notthinke a preſent pajnes worthy 
thy future profits, Yeathou-wjk wonder ,. that ſo great 
and rich a reward-ſhould-be giucn.vnto thee, for ſuch 
ſmall and. cafie labour: For. we- ſhould (brethren)for 
the obtaining of; euterlaſting reſt, have yndergone end- 
leſſe paitixs, and for the gaining of externall felicity haue 
endured and ſuffered ercrnallmiſery:: [Duc this could 
not be; fox-if weſhould baue ſultainedendllefie labour; 
how.could.therghdue/dina beginning for;aut cndlefle 
reft.? and rhexefore jy 1yas aeceſſary that our eribulati» 
on ſhould.bec buttemperary, that beivgended,,” wee: 
might come tocuerlaſting falicity.. Buy yet out ofcquer; 
Rion(bratiyge)wedtwighthameondured bong alfligionsy 
- for rhe atzaining-ymorhis.poucr ending heppineſſe, &ce 
Forif we ſhould haue ſbfferedthenyhe ſpace of achour; 
fandyceres, what is achouſand yeeresin comperiſon of, 
eternitie ? Yea; WRAE propertionls a + he 
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Pikes Godby off londynoreaſerh ear heauenly teyer.. 
— andrhaewhich ivinfiniterentthou- 
ſaqsyeers, yea an hundred choufgndgorifye will, milli- 
ens of millions, berauferheptrige ariend;cannothe 6x 
pared wittrerernity.BubGods tout 8 freemercy herein 
Mineth, in that he would haue our paineenoronlytem- 

-..- , _ * porary; but-alfo ſhorrandmomentany: forthe whole 
-. - lifeof manlaftech but a fewdaies; and therefore-rhough 
no- pleaſures: were Iinvermingled with our'croſſes' ( as 

© + therearemany) thonghweſhould ſpend allourtime in 
labour and ſorrow; in griefe and torment, in priſon and: 

:. -  tortures, iy hunger andrhirfi; yerbecauſe we contiriew 

: here bur/a:few dayes 5 duriniſeries affo would bee but” 

- 2% = momentanyt\& after theſtſhorr ſufferings thus quickly 
' ©... .endediweſhalreceiueantrernalikingdome;endlesfeli- 
. .*city,equallglorywith the Angels, & an everlaſting in- 
heritance with Iefus Chriſt, O how great is our reward 
\, * > +: forenr:ticclelebour |: we fee old fouldiers which liue& 
-: labourinthewars; cum fromtheiryourb ynoold age, 
____and are tiff ſubie& ro wounds and in danger of death, 
thar chey may enioy afew quiet dayes, whentheir life 
draweth towards anend; and when old age beginnerh 
to-burthen them, who: were-not: :burthened with the 

. welght of aire #/ whar 'hardhefſe they are content! to' 

ſuffer, whartourneies and labours, what'cold and heate, 
what watchingsand-wants!, what wounds and dangers 
they endure witlypatience,not looking 'vnto the things 
they ſuffer;-burvaro theſcofew daies of peace and plen- 
ty; -which-cheyt hope re.chioy itt ctheir'ofde age; ynto 
which they know norwherher chey ſhallever artaincor 
no.” And./how muck-morc then ſhould weeendure the 
rroublesand njiferies of ourmomentany warfare, with 
pitierice anronemrediefſegyenyiththankſpiningand: 
reioicing; ſeeing werroeatainty afired/thatweſhall 
have cuerlafting reſt; after ourfewdaiesl4abouts , and 
moſtexcellent andneuer ending igy and felicity , after 
our ſhortſorrowes; and temporary miſceries ? oy 6 


Y , i £ pooo—__ - 7 
- * . 
4 . oF » 
. 


h- « =, You * an 
, b X + 4% >; ; 
s 4.24, th NG IIS k 360-1 


» 4 : . 

% « £ H *« $ » o VF #- s 7 2” 4 {18 PS) 

_ 4 : * - a *o% . ; L 2 #4 '$- & >» 2 WF $\ Wk . % 
*72 b , F 3 + zidli D $4 'Y Fa # "©S PLE: SPE WW by on 


l + 0+ Adals ro43 1140: 2210 W 109 bi ; eb 177 bog J 
Thur afilions is their owne natme being exiland rhe- 
' fruits of ſinne doe not doe raens od, £2e former bleſ- 
fps and benefits; but as they are ſgubiified vato vs for 
> 737148 


_ "theſe ends by the ſpirit of Gale. (il och + 
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7) IM full proceed .out of Gods meere love, bu infinite 


Wh oO ſeeingin thelefatherly chaſtiſementizhe pover & wiſe 
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fo cyill,, muſt aaedabe. mnvlie amnenaurabameniof 


That affiilions in their owne natare, 
thoſe excellent fruits of Gqds ſpirituall graces, and 
heauenly glory,andfrultful only in malicious thoughts, 
wicked words, and euill works; but God alone to thew 
"the infinitenef{c of his wiſedome, power and loue to- 
- wards vs,doth _—_ their nature,turuingtheſe ones 
eto bread}, and making chem fitto nounih in vs all ſa- 
ving graces, Which ir themſclues- are morc likely to 
choake and Rifle them ; that hereby he may ſhew vnto 
ws thatasin thelife of nature, ſointhelife of grace we 
... do not liucby the folevertue of ordinary mcancs) bur 
. by evcrywordthatpruccedeth out of his mouth; and 
- caufeth: this -birtti:and- frait of 'finne to kill che mother 
who brougheirt forthabis remporary pupiſhmene ro be- 
come a fatherly chaſtiſement, whereby wearepreſcrued 
from the euecrlaſting puniſhment of hell fire 5 theſe te- 
Kimonies. of his wrath ro become fignesof his, loue and 
: ſealer of ouradoption;; and theſe curfes of the Iawand 
aſhes of hell robecomeruangelicalt blefſings , and an 
ordinary and direct way whereby wee may trauel! to- 
wards his heauenly kingdome.. — | 
s Self, 2, Bue tbis will betcer appeare if wee further conſider 
That «ffidi- what, fruics ;afflitions:beare'in wicked men , when as + 
6x: fend co the they follow'thcirkinde'; and: hauc not thetr nature by 
hurt ef the any ſuperior power changed and altercd.' For if we ob= 
wicked, net ſerue them weeſhall finde , that their-miſcries and cala- 
— —_ mitics doe notat all profie 3 bur exceedinigly hure them; . 
mech worſe. nor:tvake them aky;ivchic the betrer; bur rather cauſe 
them to become worle aad worle 2 wee ſhall fee that 
whenthey firſt fallinco them they ſtotme and rage with 
greas-impatiencie, tormenting themſelues more with 
their owne youuly. and:with theit firugling and 
firing toſhake offttheirpoke, thenthey arc rormented 
with- any ſeoce. or ſmareofithe euils which they ſuffer; 
and that (looking only vntoſecondarie cauſes) they arc 
caried with mad fury, anddeſpextie —— the - 
inſtruments andwaancgof theirmiſeries, anc _—_ of 
%*% O11: ' Not S 


-*Lib.2, 
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| . bring no goed -ymto we, + 
nothing but of mortall revenge , whichif they be vna« ' 
ble to execute ,: they keepe clues from burſting 
with rage by bicter railings ; wicked reproches, and 
with damnable curſes and execrations. Yea when their 
calamitics ſtill continue ,and their hornes are ſo ſhort-. 
ned thatthey cannot ſhew their curſtneſle, in wrecking 
their mzlice vps the cauſes of their croflcs,they are rea- 
dy ro murmure againſt the diuine prouidence,& to taxe 
it of yniuſtice, or vnmercifulnes, becauſe they are puni- 
ſhed abouetheir ſtrevgth , os more then any other, yea 
abouetheirdeſerts, and with greaterrigour then others 
whohaue much more hainouſly offended; yea they ftick- 
not oftentimes in deſperate malice to belch out blaſ- 
phemies and horrible impietics againſt the ſoucraigne 
maie({tje of God himſelfe, and ſeeke to eaſe themſelues 
of che ſmart which they ſuffer, by burſting out into this 
railing reuenge, and by caſting our of their black and 
__, helliſh mouthes thepoiſon of aſpes, vniuſt accuſations 
/. . andfalſe aſpertions, whereby in the depth of their ma- 
lice they labour to blemiſh the beautie of the chicfeſt 
_ goodneſle, Or if their puniſhments open their cies to 
\. beholdtheir nakedneſle, and call all their finnes to their 
| remembrance;andif with the noiſe or ſenſe of theſe hea- 
” vie iudgemerts, their ſleeping conſciences are awa- 
kened, and begin to accuſe and teſtifie againft them, 
that they haue not only deſerued the miſeries which 
they. ſuffer, but may juſtly expeRthe foll vials of Gods 
feirce wrathto be powred vypon them inthis life, and 
euerlaſting tortures aud helliſh- torments inthe life to 
come; thenare they filled with horror and deſperation, 


b.'2: : 


crying out 'with Caine that their ſmart exceederh their Gen. 4.l 


fin, and thartheir:pupiſhment is greater-then they can 

” beare,, and then either with himthey labour to bring a 

callum or thicke skinne ouer their galled conſciences 

by-giying themſelues ouer to all luxurious pleaſures 

and carnall delights,and op m cry of their inward ac> 
: u 


cuſations 


= GC: 


1,Sam. 28,8 


Math, 27.5 


| Lam 3,19 


bittered mouthes by drinking ynſatiably of their car- 
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\ Ofethe eli froieref AS lons in wicked wen,” 


cuſations, with the loud clamour of their ſports and 


merriments , or if their catarnities do ſo hedgethem in, 


that they cannot come at theſe worldly paſtimes, then 
hauing no heipe in themſelues, norhepe in God, they 
flee from him as from an incenſed enemy, andecither 
with Saul they reſort vnto witches and wizards, and 
ſceke the diuels helpe for the remouall of thoſe puniſh- 
ments which God hath impoſed; or being quitefor- 
lorne and ytterly deſperate, they do with /#das become 
their owne hang-men, $0 thatthe fame fire.of affliti- 
ons Which purifieth the faichfull, like gold, from the 
drofſe of their corruptions ; doth vtterly conſume the 
wicked like ftraw or ttubble; the ſame winde of trou- 
ble which purgeth Gods good wheate, that it may befic 
for his owne vſe , doth blow away reprobate men from 
his prefence vpon the face of the earth : The ſame an- 
vile and hammer of tribulation, which break and bruiſe 
in peeces Gods eleAveſlels, that being moulten againe 
they may-be framed a new for his vſe, do make the ada- 
mantine hearts of wicked men to become the harder 
and much more obdurate ; - the ſame dofle of miſery 
Which is a good antidote and preſcruatiue to Geds 
owne children, to keepe them from falling into the ſpi- - 
rituall diſeaſes of ſinne, is vntovngodly men deadly 
poiſon, bringing them to eternall death and vtter de« 
fruftion. The ſame ftraight way of afflition and tri. . 
bulation which leaderth the faithfull rothe kingdome of 
heauen, conduQeth the faithlefle to hell and condem- 
nation; andthe ſame bitter potion which keepeth thoſe 
who haue grace intemperance and fobriety, doth make . 
the gracelefſe the more intemperatly to ſwallow downe - 

the intoxicating cups of worldly vanities, Soas we may . 

fay of them, as the Propher Jeremvy in another caſe of / 
the afflifted Chureh, that they are made drunke with - 

worme-wood, whilefttheylabour rofweeteittheirem- - 


nal: : 
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| Of theawill fruits of affliflions inwithed men, | 
nall pleaſures.[n al which the ſaying of Se/emonis plain- 
ly verified,thes chongh afoole (thatis a deſperate inner) Pro.27.12, 
onld be braied in « morter, yet his fooliſhneſſe (that is his * 17410» 
wickedaeſſe)willnet depart from him; and chat « reproofe 
entreth more into him that hath wnderſtanding, —_ 
hundred ſtripes into 4 feole. g 
And this will manifeſtly appeare by manifold exam. $ Se. 3. 
ples; for chus we ſee that the more Pharaoh was puni- mo—_ 
ſhed,the more his heart was hardned in his rebellion ur) by yn 
againft God; and though te be freed from the ſenſe of exempter. 
reſent ſmart,he confeſſed his finne and craued pardon, Exod 8.15- 
defiring alſo Hoſes and Aarow to pray for him, yet no-Eha.10.16.17 
ſooner was he repriued from Gods iudgements, but he V ©3938. 
hardneth his heart,and baniſheth Gods ſeruants out of 
his preſence, vato whom he had formerly ſo humbly 
ſued. So /eroboamprofited nothing by that miraculous 
iudgement of God whereby his hand was dried vp, but - 
howſocuer for the inſtant he implored the Prophets !-Kia.13.8. 
Prajecrs for him,and intreated him kindly when it was re- 
ſtored,yer preſencly he forgetteth this memorable work 
of God,and returneth as eagerly as before to the pra- 
Riſe of his wicked and abominable idolatry. Thus alſoie 
is ſaid of Ahaz,;that in the time of his tribulation he did ,Chro. 28.22 
yet treſpaſſe more againſt the Lord:for which he is branded 
with the marke ot a deſperate ſinner, of whom allareto 
take knowledge(Thu i King Ahaz:) And of the thiefe 
:ypon the croſle, that he mocked and railed at the Lord Luk33.39- 
of life, when himſelfe was neere vnto the pangs of death, 
Finally che holy Ghoſt obſerueth, that the remnant of 
men inthe wortd, who had hardly efcaped out of the 
common deftructon, like brands pulled out of the fire, 
for all that, repented not of theirſins, bur continued in 
their idolatry, murther, ſorcery,fornication, and theft: 
and thatothers who were tormented inthe fiery furnace 
of Gods iudgement,whilſt they bov/ed jn this great heat, 
blathhemed the names of God, who had power oner thoſe 
z5>' Vv.3 plagnes, 
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Apoe,1 6.9 


Apec. IF. I, 


Tob.1,t 1, 


Withed men 
profit not by 


8v5,but grow 


their afflifti- 


"had. 1927 
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fthe entll freits of afflitions in withed men. 
plagues andrepented not to give himglory, And againey 
that others in like caſe,did bite their tongues: for ſorrow; 
but withall blaſphemed the God of heauen becanſe of their 
paines and ſores and repentednot of their workes.Andrheſe 
fruirs and effects ſo commonly ſpring from the plagues 
and puniſhments of wicked men, that the diuellpreſu- 
med vpon manifold experience, thar if the Lord would 
but rrie /ob with them, he would blaſpheme himto his 
face. And howſoeuer Gods faithfull feruants,thcough 
the bleſſing of Gods holy ſpirit, doe reape from their 
crofſes and calamities far 2 fruity ofgraceand glos 
ry,(as hath been ſhewed) yer thoſt-other fruits effinne 
and condemnation; do fo much exceed in nunierous 
mu'titudez;as the ſmal handful of Gods ele& are in-nuni« 
ber exceeded by the wicked andreprobate. 

| The which commeth to paſſe becauſe they never 
looke vp vntothe hand of God ſtriking them, nor vnto 


The cauſes why their finnesdeſeruing thele puniſhments, but rather at- 
tribute them vnto any other cauſc which is nextat hand: 


and ſubictro the ſenſes, rhen vmto the fupreme cauſe 
which ſerreth all the reſt a-working; and:to the defe&; 


worſe &+ worſe. diſorder ar malice of any inferior meanes, then to their 


owne wickednelle and il-deſeruing, As for example 
they vſually aſcribe all: their calarities(in Read of the 
fupreme and higheſt cauſe)ro deſtiny, chance and for- 
tune,as though they might haue lighted vpon any other 
as well as vponthem;bur that: it-was their hard hap ro 
come inthe way when as blind forrunc, havingtheſe af- 
fictions in her hand, did by hap+hazard tumble ypon 
them. Sometimes alfo they atcribure theny wholly to 
ſecondary cauſes andiinferiour meanes, which are more 
fubic& to their ſenſes;to the cafuail concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances, which accideatally mecting together; pro- 
duced theſc cffes;or to their owne overſight, raſhnefle 


and want of prouidence, wheteby- if they hadforeſeene 


they.might bhaue prevented rhem, Yeaſomectimes they 
LEN! FI aſcribe. 


-— puniſhments and cucrlaſting condenination, Yea con- 


Eib.2. "over Ghopi5, 
. Of the evil fruits of affliRione in wicked wen, oy 
aſcribe all their miſeries tro Gods minifters and faithfull 


ts VS SIO. ir ad 


ople who live amongſt them, affirming like wolues, Exod.10,28, 


that it is theſe lambes of ChriRt which trouble their wa- 
ters,as we may ſcein the — of Pharavh, who ba- 
niſhed Moſes and Aarox,out of his preſence, as the cau- 
ſes who broughe Al thoſe plagues vpon Egypr,andin 
eAchahb who when the land was grieuouſly puniſhed 


with along famine for want of rainc, accuſed not him- 


ſelfe and his owne finnes, but the Prophet Elias, as the 1Kin.a8.rp. 


troubler of 1{rfel , And thus the heathen perſecuters y- 
ſually accuſed (he chriftians as the only cauſes which 
brought vpon thera all their calamities. Yearather then' 
faile,they will nor Ricke to lander the Goſpell, and true 
religion of Ieſus Chriſt, as the cauſe of their croubles and = 
miſcries,affirming that there was neuer good world,ne- 
uer ſuch plagues, wars, wants, and penurious ſcarcity of . - 
all things,as hauc befallen them ſince this new learning 
and religion(as they tearme ic ) was preached among 
them.Or if Gods iudgements are ſo fitted both intime 
and quality to their finnes, that they lead them ( as ic 
were)by the hand to him that ſmiteth, yer they proficno 
whit by theſe ripes, becauſe they haue not the eie of 
faith, whereby they might behold God as a gracious fa- 
ther louingly clreQing them for their amendment, that 
they may be ſaued; but leoke vpon him through the 
glaſſe of the law,with a guilty cic,asvpon a ſeuere judge. 
who puniſheth them for the ſatisfiyng of his -iuſtice in 
their preſent torments, which doe but makeway for their 


euctlaſting condemnation, g Sells. 
And as wicked menare not bettered by their affliQi- Tp, the pre- 

ons in regard of their finnes; ſs neither haue they any ſent «/ 

benefit by them,as they ſerue to free them from future 9fwicked men, 


tbew from fu- 


trariwiſe,as they harden their hearts, and make them ,,,, ,,,;,. 
more deſperate in wicked courſes, ſo conſequently they ments,but re« 


inrage Gods wrath the more, and bring vpon them ther wwch 
L's | 3 more increaſe theas, 


Df Oruhe enill fruits of «fflitions in wiched men,” © 

4 Þ mote fearefull judgements,” Forit is vſuall with God, 

Selorpenes when he ſeeth wicked men contemnie his leffer puniſh. 

- ſepplicio liberat ents, and not apply they to their hearts for their ton- 

| 40g Ns uerfion and amendment, to proceede like a wiſe and 

[entiamals Tightcous iudge in the adminiſtration of his iudge- 

you corr:gunt ments, & as they multiply their1mpieties, adding impe- 

edſequentiz nitencic and hatdnefſe of heart ro-their other finnes; 

++ ; fo healfo multiplieth their plagues, till he hath vtrerly 

| Bb.h.te. -F, ' deſtroied them,according to thatthreatning denounced 

**.* inthelaw; /fye will nor for theſethingrobey me,then will I 

Leuit.26.1Þ% 2,,5;/h you feancn times more according to your fines, An 

exatpaple whereof we hauc in Pharaoh, who not relen- 

ting when.Gods hand was ypon him, nor repenting of 

- his firmes after ſo many plagues,was atlaſt with his peo- . 

ple overwhelmed and drowned,in the red ſea, So when 

Saw! profited not by ſo many admonitions ' and more 

gentlepumſhments,ac laft he was cruſhed and quelled 

ynder that fearefyll wdgement of bring his 'owne exe- 

entioner,and became mercilefle ro himfelfe in his death 

who in his life had been cruell vnto others. Thus where 

TJeroboam amended not by the death'of his ſonne, nor 

drying vp of his hand; and: when Achab repented nor, 

neither for Gods thtearnings, nor'for the plagues of 

drought and fatnine,which were in chefand; they were 

both rooted our with'all their poſterity, and became 

fearefull examples of Gods terrible vengeance, And 

thus when Sexacherib repented not-ofhis idolatry after 

the deftrution-of his army, nor #cknowledped the trus 

+ God in this miraculous judgement, he was ouertakery. 

. with Gods wrathin the very act of hisfinne, and ſlaine 

zKing:19.39, by bis owne fonnes,cuen whilſt he was worſhipping his 

Fs 1doils,Or if the Lord doe not lay vpon the centemners- 

of his afflicions thefe outward and vifiblepuniſhments 

he doth certainly infli& vpon them inwardly muck 

more tearefull iudgements, giuing them ouervnto their 

ewne ſcnſuallluſts, vile affeRions,and yntoa _— 
| min 


\ 
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Of the enill fruits of afflHMins in wicked men . - 
mind,to commit all manner of finne with greedinefle, 
for the further ſcaling and increafing of their heYiſh 
condemnation. For as ſure as God is iuſt, ſoafſuredly 
will be ſcucrely puniſh this outragious wickednefſle; 
ifnot in this world yetinthe world to come. And their 
everlaſting torments ſhall be much more fearcfully in- 
creaſed, becauſe vats their other finnes they haue added 
curſed Ry _ haters of heart, and haue con- 
Tcmned Gods righteous iudgements, growing worſe g.:...:-:: 
and worſe, and ——_ p $a in. wer wicket, pt worry 
when as they ſhould haue been reclaimed by the feeling bowe,f corri- 
of his puniſhments, In which reſpe& one faith, that all 89/47 emexade- 
which a man ſuffers in this life is but a correRion ifhe 7 rf 197 
amend,and double damnation if ke be not thereby re- A —— 
formed:for here he ſuffereth remporall puniſhments and eft.&c.cbryſo. 
hereafter he ſhall ſuffer thoſe which are eternall. And a- de patiexe. lob 
nather willech the faithfull to reiayce in adyveriitic, be. om uinme 
cauſe if he be righteous he is tried, or amended if he bea CO 
ſinner, Burt (faith he) let him mourac- in his afflictions ms” 
whois notbettered and amended with diuine chaftiſe- aut probetur - 
ments,and let him feare future puniſhments, who hath fiuflweſt, = 


contemned Gods preſent correQion,which he appoin- ** FO 
ted eo be the meanes of his reformation, | ef tuft Homil 


Yea ſo farreareafflitions from conferring any good ,5,Tam.ro, 
vnto-the wicked and reprobate; that ſometime they 5SeR.s, 
briog ne preſent profit to Gods own Church and choſen Thatefflidtione 
people. The which commeth to: paſſe, either becauſe ſometime for 
they doenat rightly beate them, or doc nat labaur after '** of a 
they are taken away to be better: dby them, For we re- _—_— of 

: | aha g 0. 
ceiue no-geod by theſe croſſes and calamities when they pr2ſent benefie _ 
rake vs vnprovided and yrprepared,cither bauing a {mal to the facbful 
and weake meaſure of choſe graces which are required themſelues, 
co this conf; or rather je'cing them lie wretchleſly by 
vs,not renuing,arbuſhing &putting them on before we 
arcaffaulced with thele ſpirituall eneatics Wee profit 
not by ther, when, through our negligence, we donot 

. "FT. _ 


Elay 2. 5: 


bee ſwirten any more , ſecing youfall awayneore and wore: 


#577, df Mts 

That «ffi ions ſometime, 
Looke to the hand that ſmiteth ys, nor confider that alt 
our affiiions arc fent, rnled and diſpoſed, by Gods 
wiſe and gracious prouidence,butreftin ſecondary cau= 
fes, and aſcribe all our troubles to inferiour meanes, 
which arc in truth but Gods bare inſtruments, in bring- 
ing vs into theſe miſertes and calamities ; wee are not 
berttered by them, when through our floth wee doe nor 
examine our ſclues, fearch out our finnes, and acknow- 
tedge that they are the onely cauſe of all our ſmart, but 
fill ſecurely fleepein them, afcribingour crofles ynto 
outward accidents, our owne negligencethe malice of 
ourenemies, or vnfaithfulneſfe of] our friends; and aiſo 
when we-are wholly intent vpon our ſmart and ſenſcof 
paine, and neuer conſider of thoſe gracious ends, which 
the Lord out of his cndlefle loue propounderh vato-our 
chaſtiſements: 

And finally, wee receive no good by our affliQi- 
ons when being delivered, we take no paines notcare 
to bee bettered by them; and when: wee doe not la- 
bour to make aprofitable yſe of them , to forfake our 
finnes which were the caufes ef our crofſes;and tadraw 
neerer vnto God by hearty repentance, more zealouſly 


— andconſcjonably ſeruing himin the performance of all 


holy and Chriſtian duties : but either continue in our 
finnes, or afcer ſome ſlight and ſhort reformation, re- 
turne againe into our former courſe of wickednefſe. In 
all which cafes the faithfull are ſo farre ftromreceiuing 
the former beneſtts and bleflings by their correQions, 
that they doforthe preſent but increaſe their finne, and 
make their- temporary chaſtiſements much more ſharpe 
and grieuons, In refpe of the former the Lord com» 
Plaineth of his people, that they were not by-his cha 
Riſements brought vnto- vnfained repentance, but ra- 
ther waxed worſe and worſe ynder his correQions, ſo 
he cryeth out by the Prophet Efay : Whereſoreſhoutdyou 


and: 


* * 


bring nogrefent profit tothe faitbfull. 4 
and againe; The people twrnith not vuto him thas ſmiterb Chap. g,rz 
— e7 ſeeks _ the _ of hoaits, So he 
complaineth by che Prophet/eremy, that he had ſaviczev 
"thei childven ec ve Seranſidbey lr jams : — - 
namely,in their harts to make an hely vſc of it,thaugh ic 
was outwardly infliftedvpon their bodies, And though 
they reafonedrhus : il tbe Lord keep bis anger for excr? 
will hee referneit unto the end? Yet having thus ſpoken, 
they drd ffill exill more and more. And thisthe Prophet 
himſelfe obſerued and lamented in hisprayerto God : 
O Lord(fſayth he) are not thine cyes.vpow the rrmtb,, thou” 
haſt ftricken them, but they hane not forrowed, thou haſs © ©? 
conſumed them, but they bane refuſedtoteceine correttion, 
they hane made their faces harder thiafftone,c have refw- 
ſed to returne. And thus the. Lord coplaineth by the Pro- 
phet Amos, tharhe had afflited his people withfamine, a,,,,, 7 3, 
peftilence,and the ſword; yea. ouerthrown themashe o- g, ro, 1x I 
uerthrew Sodom & Gomorrah, reſcruing only aremnane, 
' Whichwere pn, out of the burning, & 
yet they returned not vntohim by vnfained and renued 
repentance. And forthe latter iris manifeſt inthe admi> 
| rmjrren of Gods iudgements towards his children, 
that if gentler chaſtiſementswillnoc:teformethem,, he 
wil vic more ſharpe diſcipline, and if they wil not be re- 
claimed with his ſmartingrods,hewil correQthem with + 
his ſinging whips, andaeruer lcaue them vynrill he haue 
brought cfiett'rto ſomecamendment, For ſothe Lord 
threatneth mi'the former places; that becauſe :theyhad 
not profited by his former correQtions,he wold increaſe 
their calamitics , anddeale with them-ſo ſeuerely, asif 
they were adverſaries & enemies; tharhe would make gg,,,mz5; 
the fire oftheir afflitions hot inough to burneout their ; 
drofle purely , and take away their tinne ; that hee 
would bring vpon them a fearcfull deſtrution, cutting Chap.9:144 
' off from Iſrael head and tayle, branch and ruſh in one 
. &ay; andthat hee vvonldcanſe 4 Lyon ont of the Forreſt ir. 5. 6 
. i 


Chap. 3. 


? 


- 


Chap, 6). 


* 


That in this'werldwa ave to expetireffultions, 


. ' Toflay than; and Wolfe df thewilderneſſt ts deſtroy them; 


Jer. 5. Ge 


that a Leopard ſhould watch ouer their Cities, and that e- 
wery one going ot thence ſhould be rerne in peeces, becauſe 
(afterall their: former afflictions.) their rreſpaſſes were 
many, and theitrebellious were increaſed. - 

' And 'thetforeſteing affti tionsin their owne nature,or 
by any vertue that .is in themſclues, do not deriue vato 
vs thoſe ſpiritual graces and: heauegly'bleſlings , buc 
contrariwiſe, through our.corruptiap, arc fit meancs to 
increaſeboth our ſinnes and puniſhments; for the attay- 


_ "hing vnro graceand'plory, letvs notthinke jitenough 
tobe afflicted intheworld;. butlet vs labour withall to 


make ſuch anhotyvic*of our'troubles, (humbling our 
felues'ynder the mighty hand of God, bewmayling our 
ſins wherby we haue deſerued them, and,drawing neare 


| _ wntoGod by heacry repentance,and anearneſt indeauor 


of ſcruing and pleaſing himin holineſſe 3nd newnefle of* 
life ) tharthey may be vnto vs 4eftimonies. of. his loug, 
and ſo aflure'vs of all the former benefits. And becauſe 
aflictions intheir owne nature dexiue them not ynto vs, 
but as they are ſanRified by Gods holy ſpirit, and mad, 
fit ſor theſe purpoſes by hisalone wiſdame, power, an; 

7 fairhfi 


loue ; therefore lervs:continually implore 


& feruentpraicrhis gracious aſſiſtance, that. by his bleſ- 
ſing they may be made fit meanes forthe working of his 

aces invs; andthart we may beinabled by his ſpirit to 
makeſuchan boly andprefitable.vſc afthem, that wee 
may be fittoreceiue them ; when asby.this meancs hee 
offercth them ynto vs, 


\..- Cna?, 


s + 
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__ Tharimthieworldneagretotxyett affiitions, 
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Confolationstahen from the ſubielt place of our affliltions, 
and from their adiuntts , namely their neceſſity, profit, 
brewity andlightneſe , 4s Alſo from the aſſiſtance of our 

afſociaters 1.07 3G © O!16651007 017 FO F229 1671 


In , got inis {REY £9 e202) 
@9z.Nd thus hauc I ſhewed the fingular s Se. r, 
C8 -conſfolations which ariſe from the Tha God beib 
Z #4 - conſideration of the cauſes and cf- apprinred vsia 
27 fefs ofourafflitions'; row we will this _ = | 
Pf: LN  proccede vnto other argumetits of hf wo Ju = 
A Os. comfort according to our (order 1/. ts come 36 
Ee EL propounded,. the whicharife either inheris bapyi- 
from the ſubie& or adiuncts:of: our crofſes and'calamil 7s. 
ties. The ſubic& placcofall our rroubles i83His world 
and vale efteares, whichispurpoſly appoimed4'of God 
to beaplace wherein all his Saints and faithfall feruants 
(hall be ſubie& ro many: tribulations and mifſeries ; that 
being by them:purged antirefined, trjed and approned, 
they.may after thivlife beadmicced'int6 thoſe pure and apoc, ar. 27, 
holy habitations into which no'vneleane thing can en- 
rer ; and zeceiue that .crowneand garland of everlafting 
happines, With whichithe Lord hath-promiſed-ro adorne 
and honoyr his 0wae.gifrs and graces:wherefoeuer hee 
findeththerm. So our Saviour tellechvs that howſocuer 

in him weſhell have peace, yer inrbic world we ſhall haxe 1oh, x6, 35, 
afflition' ; and that whileft we-continue heere weethall = go 
.weepe and lament, ard theworld ſhallreioyce, that we ſhalt 
forrow, but our forrow ſhall be turned imo oy + and finally, : 

that hcre wee ſhall paſſe ourtime, like a womar'in Pg | 
panes of childbirth; buc inthe kingdome ofheauen our yerf, 20. 213 

joy ſhall be ſogreat, becauſe weeareacknowledged of 

God, as his children,and heires of glory and happineſſe, 

that.we ſhall quite forger -our former miſcries, as a wo- 

Wo main. 


Ehap.20: BR DIRIRS 5 

That in thii world we art to expt® affiitions, 

man forgetteth hir ſorrowes in childbearing forioy thac 
a man is borne intathe world. Let ys notthen expeRin 
this world our glory andgladnefle, ourplcaſures and 
dclights , fecing the Lord hath appointedir to be a 
place of miſcry, and mourning ; let vs netintbis ſhow-. 
ry ſced-time of ſorrowand teares thinke to reapethe 
harueſt of ioy and conſolation ; norto take oureale and 
repoſe in this valley of afflition , which can"onely be 
inioyedin Gods heauenly mountaine. Heere we muſt 
fhed thoſe teares which there muſt be dried vp : heere-is 
the houſe of mourning; and thereis the pallace of ioy 
and reioycing ; here is theplace ofpraier, which is moſt 
feruent when it floweth from an afflifted ſpirit; there is 
the piace of praiſes whichare moſt cheerefu]l when our 
happineſſe is notdiſtaſted with any heavineſfle. Finally, 
here muſt the Chriſtians life beſpent in doing good and 
ſuffering euill , and-there wee muſt looke to Fave. our 
good workes rewarded, andour fufferings tecompen= 
ccd. Andctherefosc let our worldly ſorrow worke in vs 
ſpirituall reioycing, ſeeing theſe pangues and throwes 
of gricfe will bring forth the fruit of heaucnly pleaſure 
and reioycing. Letvs nothere expcQtfaire weather and 
the ſun-ſhine of our comfort; for a-drie ſeed-time, will 
bring but a barren harueſi; but leethele teares of world- 
ly ſorrow, cauſe teares of ſpirituallioy, becauſe they are 
no« ſ{caſonable, and doe but water our hoper,and make 
our harucſt of happineſle much moreplencifull, Finally, 
letvs now mourne, ifthere be vnto ys no cauſe ofmour- 
ning ; andreioyceit we can finde in this world no mat- 
ecrof reioycing ; becauſe they which laugh heere ſhall 


Toh, 6, = 
$ SeFF, 2, 


That tha world oo euer weep, andthey thatmourne here ſhal haue their 
i the place of {9FrTOW turned into ivy. 

_ triglandiente>: Nowisthetime, andchisisthe place of our triall and 
| 9", preperati- tentation, and we muſt like pure gold be proued before 
0# end ſpirits- we can be approued,and firſt paſſe the fierte furnace, be- 


fore we can be admittedinto Gods treaſury :; we _ | 
me c 


«Þ exerciſe, 


That in this world we nent exputt affultions. 
like iewils and precious diamonds hetc indure the harm? | 
mer and aauill, that hereafter weemay bee referued in 
Go3s heauenly cabibet: We'rmaſtherebeprobationcrs 
in Gods ſchoole;:thart after examination we may be ad- 
micted into that happy ſociety of Saints and Angels; | 
And (as one faith)it is a ſigne, not ofan vprighc, but of Vinwgredur 
a peruerſe minde, todefire glory, before wehaueexersed givriew:: 
ciſedand ſhewed our vertue;andvo<ouct the garknd, 734 werer 
hefore we haue oucrcome in-wraftling: : which: glory 9s i Woe. 
being vadeſerued, where thercis no vertue, isprepoRce-y,li $7, vidte- 
rouſly affected, and dangerouſly attayned. Now istheri- br 
time of-our preparation;, when'as wee mult be waſhed;' 
trimmed anddrefled, that weemay be fit ro meere our 
bride-groome ;and-aftcrthis' life (hall be theſolkemnis 
Zing of dur mariage ;.and therefore wee muſt norheere 
expect our ſolace, anddelight; but hereafter when wee 
ſhall haue the fruition-of our husband, and thoſe hea- 
uenly habitations whietv he hath-preparedfor vs: Here 
we muſtbe purged 'fremourchafte of corruption. that 
lke paregraine we may be laid vp in garners of blefled- \« * 
neſſe;; and therefore we muſtnot now looke for ref and * 
faire weather 2: butto' be caiſed and turmoiled with the 
inde and fan; Now: is not the-:rime of feaftmng and 
pampening Gur ſchues withcarnall pleaſures; 'butoffalt- yyrmid im © 
ing and -mournmg,;,. fecing our bride-groome rsabſent mea: [umu 
from'vs4 burtthen are we to: ex po thefe reuels-and de. 949d n05 ipſor 
lighrs; vehonbe cammerbagainerorolerinizeoutnaups ph 7 
rials,” AribaBofe(asonefairh) whoheid farchienſetues 7 
with-wotldly:fulnefle, doe bur fit themſclues for the ſam appoai ? 
ſhughret', andprepare amore dainty: banquet for: the 9vid materem 
crawling:wormes. This iwortd'is the: Fheater-which js 427 ſonicm? 
appoiuretblot thexirerciſe afaiatlerichgandcdhevefor we 79/0 9d 098's 
nafinothers;/tuopke wrong m0 febarg none reddis — 
ebrainerths prize ofbldlednefle, burthoſe whohaue f6 lem? chryſo?.. 
runned, wraſtled and contended,that they hauc.atſo ob. Honil, ad pop.. 
rayned:the vidtaty z2/ngacyſhnotlikniafiolouciibeere 14FWchs } 
BUT ; expect. 
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Ikea 
Aludeftqui. expeRfull tables, ſoft'beds , ſweet bathes and ſuch like 
etutempw, efterninate deligbtsin the place of our exerciſe ;' bur like 
bos erm 


valiant champians, bauing in ficad of coftly clothing, 
deuiatame mr 4 566 dt DA duſt and var , we muſt 
bus, nallus v4; WrefUle in the heate of the ſunne,, and with much ſweat 
«dcertemen +and labcur obtaine che garland, for as the Apoſtle tel- 
ſeexvituuc- 'leth vs, If ary wan ftrive for amaſtery, he is not crowned, 
rwſque ef; re= ©o cept be ftrine 45 he onght todoe. Here man is ordained 

wed woe tolabour, and reſt is not to beexpeedtill wekeepe an 


Chryſe «082. 


 Tim.3.How, 8. cucrlaſting fabbath voto Godin the heaucnly Canaan; 


2, Tim.-2.5, BOW We arc appointed to take pains in Gods viaeyard, 
| aud wemuſi not lookefor our reward, before with-our 
verſe, 6. Jbourwe make 20 end ofour lives, and (as rhe Apoſtle 
 telleth ys) we muſt like 'goodhusbandmen take paines 
. in this ſeed-time, and hereafter wait for the fruits of har. 
veſt ; andnor bediſmaicd, though wee be tyred with 
troubles and ſweat at our labours; ſeeing theyare much 
ſweetned with this conſideration, that they are fo ſeaſo- 
nable. Now is the time of our exile and baniſhment, 
and what comfort or contentment can be expected till 
wee be admitted to the preſence of ourking ? In this 
world wee arc ſayling as inafeaof miſcries; and there- 
fore we muſt not thinke it ftrange , if one waue of affii- 
. tion doth follow inthenecke of another, if wee be ſtill 
indanger of cruell Pyrats, rockes, and wreckes, ſhelues 
and ſands, ftormes and tempeſts, norexpeR eaſe and 
ret, ſafcty and ſecurity, before wearriue at the hauen of 
happineſſe © This world is appointed by:Godto be the 
place of our affli&tion and- puniſhment ; and therefore 
weare not foolifhlyto imaginethat wee ſhall finde ic a 
\Paradizeof delighes ;norco bediſcouragedifwe meecte 
\ with troubles apd milſcries,: ſceing it well fortech with 
; Godsordivance, who: hath appointed thar we ſhould 
_ croſſed on. earth , \tharwee may bee erowned in 
eauen. -. : 


Here is got qurcountry, don $92" 
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Lid. $oF _ =. -Chapias, "OM 
 Thatinthiawerkdweneff exytlh affiiltion, © That thawatd 
tall aboad; and (as the A fairly) here wee bawe wo *the place of 
continuing city , but we ſeeks #10 19/come',- net the hey. 7 lgrimege 
uenly Career andnew lernſalom, where an inherituvc = — 
immortal, v ndefiled, andthat fadeth not away ic reſerned for pilzrimes 
forvs. Here we are not Citizens and free denizens, ſee- 1v:erlaine- 
ing the kingdome ef our foucraignc is not of this world; 2% _.. 
and therefore we arenot here tolooke forour priviled. — " 
ges and prevogatiues 3 bur we are in the carth pilgrims 1ok, 18. gs 
and firangers,and conſequently like men of char quali- 
ty, we muſt make account to be daily fubietro many 
miſerics and indignities , and expect our happinefle 
when we come fafly ro:our home, -Our- ponierty muſt” 
not much trouble vs: for who defireth in his pilgrimage. 
andrrauels to carry his wealth and riches about him ?-- 
onely let it content vs, if wee haue ſufficient to defray 
our charges, & to ſupply neceſfariesin ouriourney,and . 
then expe toinioy orrriches and chieftreaſures, when 
as we ſafely arriue in our heauenly countty , Wee mult” 
notlayit much to heart, if we finde hard entertainment 
in the world, and be not eſteemed and accounted of ac- 
cording to our worth and deſert;for we arenot at home 
among our friends and kindred; where we mightexpe&t 
ſach kindnefle, becauſc rhey know our Rate and quali« 
ty ; but in ourpilgrimage, and atour Inne, among ftran- - 
gers who are ynacquainted with ourperſons and con- | 
dition ; and who examine not our yertues, but ourpur- 
ſes and outward pompe not whatwehauc in our owne 
country, but what wee carry about ys, and meaſure all * 
theirreſpe& and feruice vnto vs, by that profit andbe- - 
nefit which they may receive fromvs., And who careth 
muchfor hard vſage imhis Inne, where he js to reraaine'- 
but onenighr ? Wholooketh for refpeRt and dury in's- 
far country where hee trauclHeth , or careth-for ynciuill” 
entertainment among thoſe nho-know him not, at- 
though hee be a man of greatplace and efteeme iiwhis - 
owne country ?"our toileſome fines and mat 1 
SH, ours - 
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bourswwult not much griguc-ys , ſecing they are fo ſura- 

*. -  *" bleforche life of aRilgrime, er Ing to 

-\,_  $gkepaihes:in bisfeurney and bearerh itwith. patience, 

- though he be ſometimes tyred in hiscraucls, rhen only 

————__ reſt and {weet repoſe, when he ſafly.arriueth 

at his owne home. Yeawe mult aotbemuch vexed, if 

in this life we recciue wrongsand iniurics,, and ifwe be 

; robbed and ſpoiled+hrough violence and vgiult opprel. 

fon; forit 13 notſtrange/with travellers to fall into the 

hands of theeues androbbers, eſpecially when they tra- 

uell in barbarops countries or ia the dominions otpro- 

felled enemics.But.herein is both their and our comfort, 

that they can only ſpoile vs of ſome ſmall.trifles, which 

we carry about vs, whereby we only ſultaine ſome pre- 

ſent want and miſery inthe ſhort timecf our travels; 

but cannot take from vs our inheritance,. ourprincipall 

iewels and chiefe treaſures, becauſe thoaſc are ſafcly re- 

| {crued for vs in our heauenly country ; and we ſhall cer- 

tainly enioy them when wee bene ekod our pilgrie 

mage. And with this argument of conſolation eAbra- 

ham ſirengrehened his faith and paticncec in all the miſe-" 

ries which he indurcdin a firange country , becauſe hee 

looked, not te his preſent condition, butfor & citie having 
6 foundation, whoſe builder and maker is God. 

Fipally-, this warld is appointed of God to be the 
© the place of PIRCE of our warfare, wherein wee muſt combate, not 
our werſare, ancly againſt Sathan and ourgwne fleſh, but againſt all 
xd iberefore other enemies of our ſaluation; and wee are not to ex- 
we mvſrex= pet our crowne, and tortriumph in wi 7 till wee 


" 


Heb, 11, 10. 


$ SefF, 4. 
Thatihuworld 


pee? conflifte, |, ve finiſhed our fight and obtained victory. For(as one 
rs faith) ;, Ghrift, Icſus. bath, baile the. whole. Vniuerſe, 


ſexldier. like; $n, houſe-of three. ſtories, 'namely Hell ,. Earth. 
Cbryſoft.in and Hecaucn': appointing the earth, for warricurs, * 
Heth.20, Hell for the. conquered , and Heauen for thoſe who 
Howil.34* gbtaine the viQtory .. Hee, bath nor promiſed peace, 
| buthath denounced war whilsft we continue inthis life, 

| reſeruing 
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reſeruing ſecure peace & quiet reft for his-heauenly king+ | 
dome.And therefore (as oneſaith ) if wehere ſcek peace, Omni bome , _ 
we ſecke a good thing, but wedo not ſeekitin the place 179% queritt ' | 
whereit is to be found; for there is -n0;peace.in this life; ai _ 
and in vaine do we ſceke for that ypon' carth, which is Fa region? Pang 
only promiſed in heauen, Now valiant fouldicrs inthe Yon eſt pax 
time of warfare doe not ſer their minds vypon; caſe, and i#bacv#a, 
lath,vpon ſoft, beds & dainty fare;they{do..not take care? Cale nobis 
for ſoft & coſtly raimeEt, norco have about them aboun, _ owes 
dance of riches;but they are wholly. tranſported with a querimw. Aus - 
delire of vitory,and to this end eadure with paticnce all ga/t iz 7/al, 
pains & laber, fare courſciy,8& lie hardly, &:.cither watch 43-474. 
the whole night,ormake thecartn their bed their helmet | 
a pillow,and the: skie their. canopy; expole. themſelues 
to deſperate 'dangers, and; with paticnce ſuffer many. 
wounds and foiles, that they may in the end obraine the 
_ vitory. Yea cuen Kings themſclues whoin peace aboid 
with plenty andpleaſure, inthe time of war accuſtome 
themſclues to hardnefle, becauſe it beſt fitterh: this ſea- 
ſon;making chem more valiant and hardy; and ( which 
is the end ofall)much more able to oucrcometheir enc= 
mics, And therefore though our future eſtate be neuer 
ſo great,as being the ſonnes of God, and heires appa- 
rant of his glorious kingdome, yet ſeeing wearenowin 
the place of our warfare,let vs with patience endure all 
hardneſſe,paines and pouerty, as beſt ning with our 
preſent condition, and not, expect eaſe and idleneſle, 
wealth anddainties, worldly pleaſures and carnallde- 
lights, which would effeminate our minds, and vtterly 
diſable vs to withſtand our.coemics. We are Gods ſoul- 
diers,and it better becommeth his worthiesto bein the 
field, then in the garriſpn; in a painfull march, then. ina 
ſoft bed;wel armcd,then gerecouſy clothed and aflaul- 
ting their enemies with manlike courage, then toſpend 
their time, like carpet-knights in feaſting and revelliog. 
Here we muſt gs for impregnable forts and firong 
OR -* ay 


Chap.ay. 5 I? - Þibs 
holds,and'expett ſtately buildings and rich faerniture 
in the newleruſalem;here'we muſt labor, faſt and watch 
that there we may feaſt,reioyce, and'take our caſe; here 
wemuſt endure many miſeriesand afflitions that there 

Interim ſane we may chioy all glory and happineſſe; here we muſt 

premimagais fight and obraine the vitory, that there we may tri- 

quam per => umph in blefſednefſe, having a crowne for our helmet, a 

eaflinere  fceprer and palme, for our fword-and fpeare; -glorious 

pong ely3ei garments and gorgeous clothing, for our heauy ſhield, 

&lorice and ftcely breftplate. For it is better tor thepreſent to be 

quam maligni a lictle preflſed with the waight of the armor, then to pe- 

raelaignes iſhby lying open to the wounds of anenemy;it is ber- 


vulaerart. . : 
Bernard de terto bearethe _— ofa ſhield 3 enfone. then to 


dedicat,Eccle-be pierced with the fiery darts of the enffl one, And this 
fea ſerm.z, allegory and argument the Apoſtle yſeth to perſwade Tie 
z.Tim,2.3,4. 29914yto the patient enduring of the crofle, Thon there- 
"7" fire(kaith he) faffer affiiftion as 4 good ſouldier of Teſiss 

Chrift, No man. that warreth intangleth himſelfe with the 

affaires of this life, becauſe he would pleaſe him, who hath 

choſen hips tobe a fouldier. And afterwards he propoun- 

deth himſelfe for an cxample of this precept; in that he 

did not cottttafterthe crowne, till like a valiant ſoul- 

dier;he had foughethis' fpirituall barraile and obrained 

2.Tim,4.7 8, the victory, 7 hawe fought(faith he) & gocd fight, and haue 
finiſhedmy courſe;l hane kept the faith, from henceforth is 

laid vp forme the crown of righteouſnes,To conclude this 

poinr,the Lord hath.appointed this world as a valley of 

miſery & morralny wherein we aretoliue a dying life, 

or living death,riff being throughly mortified both,in 

body and ſoute, wo vor, Fr mortality attaine ynto im- 

mortality, by corruption ynto incorruption, and by a 
temporary death finda way vnto life euerlaſting.Forour 

lives .arein # conitinuall conſumption from the time of 

our birch, and rhe faſter we grow the fafter we decreaſe, 

the more 15 added to our liues, the more they are dimi- 
nifhed;andthe more the number of our daies is multi- 

5B plied, 


Lib: 2. 595 —+ - © [Chaps 
That God canſeth the Angell teaffift wii effliition. _ 
plied, the more it is abated, becauſe what is annexed to 
the time paſt,is ſubſcribed and taken away fromethetime 
to come, And therefore ſceing there is no way to im- 
mortality vnleſſe here we be ſubie&romorrality;no way | 
to live andraigne with Chriſt, vnleſic-in this world we 2, Tim..rr.12 
ſuffer and be dead with him, let vs not dreame of a flou- - 
riſhing eſtate, pompe and earthly proſperity whilſt we 
cotinue here, bur prepare our ſelues by the croſle to at- 
taine yntothe crowne, by the yale of miſery to aſceud 
vntothe mounraine of glory; and by temporary death 
and deſtruction to paſſe varo ſaluation and cuerlaſting 
happineſle. i vinheo ny —_— $ Seft.5. 
And theſeare the comforts which ariſe from the ſub- coyp1arien 
ieQplace of our afflifions;belides which there are other taken from 
conſolations,which may be*gathered from their ad- 'beneceſſ'y, 
jiuncs and properties,as fromthe nog gangs, bre- Profieſhert- 
q veſſe andlighte 
uity and ligheneſle oftheni. For firſt, ourafflictionsare ,;; ,-,,,* 
neceſſary in reſpec of Gods decree, by which they are affidtions, 
inſeparably annexed ynto our eletion, vocation,andſal- 
uation; for thoſe which he knew before he hath alſo prede- 
ftinated to be made like unto the image of bis ſonne, whom 
he appointed firff to ſuffer, and fo to enter into his glory, Luka4.26,! 
So the Apottletellethvs,that we are herewnto called; for 
(hriftalſo ſuffered for v5,leaning vs an example that we "P3237, 
ſhould follow his ſteps, And our Sauiour teacheth vs,that yy, . 14.1 ; 
we muſt by this ftrait gate and narrow way, enter in- A&,14-23, 
to his glory; with whom his holy Apoſlile according, | 
faith, that we maſt by many afflictios enter into the kingdom 
$f 60d. Secondly they are moſt neceſſary in thisſate of 
corruption in reſpec of vs, that 'by theſe wholeſome 
corrections we may be contained inour dutyandre- 
rained from ſinne;in which regard thatis truly vetified 
of vs, which we vſually ſay of ourlityle children, name- 
ly, that there isa greater neceſfity of our correQtions, 
then of our meat & drink, ſeeing the want ofthe one ten- 
deth but to thetewpoarary deftrution of the body,:but 
| XX 2 


Rom, 8,29, 


- «he 


apes, -  & © Eib.n. 'Þ 
That Grdragſeth the Angelts to afiff vin ffliftion, 
the wantof the jo indangereth vs tothe everlaſting 
condemnatian 'anl vtter perdition-both of body. 'and 
ſoule. For if the Lord ſhould continually cocker vs with 

L worldly blefſings,and let vs neucr feele the fmart of his 

 chaftifing hand, we would quickly forget and contemne 
him,negle& his commandements, fecurely. goe on in 

| finne,and grow wanton in our wickedneſſe, The vrility: 
| + Hebazr, ?lfo andprefir of affliftions is(as hath been ſhewed) ex 

E- 1 __ ceeding great,ſfecing the Lord vſeththem as the ordina- 
ry meanes ofgftrengthning and increaſing in vs all his 
fanRifying and ſauing graces,of conferring vnto vs ma- 

. ny temporary and worldly benefits; and of furthering 
and aduancing out glory and cuerlaſting happineflc in 
his heauenly kingdome, For the attaining of which in- 
comparable bleflings refpeCting both rhis life and the 
fe to come,we are hotbonnd robeareaproportionable 
meaſure -of miſery.and tritutationpfor:theſe affliftions 
which through Godsmercy bring vnto vs theſe vnvalu- 
able graces,and vnmatchable waighrt ofcrernall glory, 
are in reſpect of their burthen light, and eafie to be born; 
and fortheir time, momentany,” and bur: of ſhort con- 
tinuance; All which+poines*khaue in che former part of 
this treatiſe been ſo:cleerly-proued, that I ſhall not need 
here any further to inſift vpon them. 

| Fn Yea ſuchis Gods loue und mercy towards vs, that 
*Seth.6.. . thoughthe afflictions which" he layerh-vpon vs bebur 

| That God 1;ohr.momentany, andintheir ownenatureesfiero be 
epprinee > borne, yer having reſpe&t derfull infirmi 
þoly Angels Þorne, yet hauing reſpect ta our wonderfull infirmir 
to afit viin andgreat weakneſſe, he neuer ſuffereth vs ro beare th 
gr effiftions.. alone;-bmt he alwaies appointeth vnto vs copartners 

- and affiftants,who by their helpe keepe vs from fainting, 
-eicher byraking fron-vsparc of our burthen, when ity 
too heauy for our little ftrength; or by encouraging 
. nd comforting: vs when; wee are diſmaied, ottinal, 
- ly by beating nnd-fuſtaining part of the waight, that:ir 
"may:hot.opprefie andwuerwhelme vs, For firſt the Lord 
v : | giucth. 
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That Gedcanſuth the Jugs 10 afif u5io affiittion. 

giueth. his holy Angells charge - ouer vs; to affiſt and 

compaſſe vs about,to preſerue vs in all dangers, and to 

Keepe ys inall our waies, that no other crolles.befall vs 

then thoſe which he hath, appointed, nor yetin any 

greater meaſure,then that which in his wiſe providence 

be hath alotted yaco ys, For as the Angells miniftred 

ynto our head Iceſus Chriſt at all times, but eſpecially.in 

his greateſt trialls and. affliftions, as namely after thar | 

conflict of tentation with ſathan' our ſpicicuall enemy, ygach.4.re, 

and in his bitter agony, when as ax Angellappeared from Lyk.z2, 43. 

he anen to comfort him; So doe they by the appointment 

of our common Lotdand maſter attend ypon ys who are- 

his members,to preſeruc, defend, ſtrengthen and com» 

fort vs, that we may nor faint and faile through our na- 

turall weaknes ynder the burthen of the crofle, Thus 

the Pſalmiſt faith, chat che Angell of the Lord encampeth Plal,34-7. 

round about them that feare him anddelinereth them, And 

againe, He ſhall gine his angells charge ouer thee to keope If4.91,1t.12; 

thee , inall thy wazes; they ſhall beare thee in their hands, | : 

that thou hurt not thy foot againſt a ſtone:the whichas it is 

principally to be ynderſtood of our head Ieſus Chrift, 

as himſelfe applicth ic, ſo likewiſe it belongeth toall 

thoſe who are the true members of his body; as it may. 

appeare by manifold examples, Thus the Angells atten- 

ded vpon righteous Lo to deliver bim,and his out of _ 

the. common deſtruction of Sodowe and Gomorrah, And 

an whole hoſt of them encamped about Jacob when he af —_ 

| feared his brothers armed rage; which atall times were © P 3 Sie) 

ready(as he faith elſewhere)ts deliver him from all evill. cy" 8.16. 

Thus the Angell of God ftandeth between [/rae// and | 

the hoaſt of the Egypriens,perſuing them, and preſeructh Exod, 14.19. 


cl.19.15, 


themfrqmbeing overtaken by that, imminenr danger, - 

' And afcerwards the Lord ſenderh him beforethemto Cha,2z.20,:3 
keepe them intheir way,and to bring them to the place & 33:3. 
which hebad prepared:cafting our al their enemies from 

before them which oppoſed againſt them, Thus, an 

Og ro rol Xx 95 whole 


Ri Lib 4, 
That God hb the Angelreo affift vt in affiiBtion. 
whole army of theſe holy Angells encompaſſe the 
Prophet Eljſha,and his ſeruant round abour,to preſerue 
them from being deſtroied by the hoaſt of the Framites. 
So an Angell of God preſerucththe three children in che 
fiery furnace,and Daniellin the Lions den. Andthus by 
the miniftery of Angells Perer is delivered out of priſon; 
and Lazar is carried into Abrahams bofome. And 
howſocuer the faithfulthaue notin theſe daies fuch viſi- 
ble «pparitions of theſe heauenly ſpirits, nor ſuch mica- 
culous deliuerances from dangers by their miniftery;yer 
Gods loue and care ouerhis Church being now as great 
as in former times; their diligence and watchfulnefſe is 
no leſſeto ſafegard and preſerue from all perills, and 
to comfort and vpholdin all afflitions thoſe whoare ſo- 
deereto their Lord and maſter. And thereforeifin all 
griefs and miſeries it be a great comfort vnto vs to haue 
” the company of ſome able and louing friends, which 
haue both ſomepower and will to fuccour and relicue 
vs;how ſweet and cemfortable is this happy ſociety of 
; the holy Angells to thoſe who being afflicted doe by 
faith. apprehend their continuall preſence, feeing with- 
out all compariſon they are more powerfull and wil- 
ling,then our moft potent friends,to-comfort-and pre- 
ferue vs inall ourextremities, 
But it will be much more- comfortable vnto vs if we 


Thatin a our further confider, that we have in all our afflidions nor 


only the fellowſhip and affiftance of Angels, bur alſo 
of TIeſus Chriſt the Lord of Angells, whe according 
to-his gracious promiſe is with vs vnto the end of the 
world; and that both as our King to preſerue-ys from 
dangers,proteAt'vs from enemies, and to goucrne, guide 
and meaſure out vnto ys a burthen of afflitions propor- | 
tionable to our ſtregrh;and alſo as our head tg. condole> 
and compaſſionate our griefes, and to eaſeys of rhe irk- 
fomnefle of our load by bearing the grezreft part ofthe 
Waight thereof with his owne moſt powerfull _—_ 
os. or - 


r___ 


* Thatewr Sawienr Chriſt aſfiteth v1ineur affibrens. 
For not only hath he leacacd pixy and compaſſion by ſub =; 
fering thelike afflitions inthe body of his eſh, and in Heb.1.18 & 


his ſtate ofhuwiliation as the Apoſtle teacheth vs; bur ##5-15& 5.3 


a\ſo now in his ſtate of glory,as our head he ſuffereth in 
vs who are the members of his body, accounting our af. 
flictions his affliions,and our ſmart his owne paine, as 
appeareth in that ſpeech to Saul, Sawl Saws, why perſecu- 


teſt thou me? And to the faithfull-at the day of iudge- aa.g,q, 


ment: / was an bungred and ye gave me meat, / thirfted and 
ye gane me drinke, [was a ſtranger and ye lodgedme, 1 was 
OE and ye clothed me; [was ſicke and ge viſited me,1 wa 
a ah a Ne we, And when they aſked, when 


they ſaw hum inthis aftlited eſtate, he-anſwereth,verily Mar.2 5,35,40 


[ [ay unte you, in as much as je hana done it vnto one of the 
leaſt of theſe my hrethren, ye haws done it to me, And here- 
of it is thzr che ſufferings of the fajthfull are inthe ſcrip- 
tures. called the ſufferings of Chriſt; Becauſe as they 
ſuffered with bimin his paſſion as being their head and 
ſurety, and ſatisfied Gods iultice for their redemption 
and iuflification; ſo he ſuffereth with chem in their af= 
flicions as being his members, with his ſtrength and po= 
wer ſo aſſiſting them, that they doe not overwhelme 
and conſume them, but only tend to their ſanRification 
and the purging and purifying them from thei: fine and 


corruption. Thus the Apoſtle ſaith, that exery wherewe 3 


beare «bent in our body the dying of our Lord Teſte, that the 
life of [rſuuc might be made manifeſt in ow bodies. Andelſe- 
where morcplainly: Now reiazee-I (daith he ) in my ſuffe- 


Cor,4iI0. 


rings for you,and fulfill the reſt of the afflitions of Chriff Col 1.24; 


in my fleſh,for his hodies ſahs which ts the Church. So the 


Apoſtle Peter, exborterh the fairhfulcorcioiceinthe fiery 3-Pet 4.13. 


triall iy 4 much as they were partakers of Chriſts ſuſſrings. 
' And hereof, it oy 6 — } Aarhget 
portion of afflitions which hee allotecth vnto vs, and 
exhorteth ys ta beare, bis yoke (take myyoke on you, and 
leerve of me) not quly bownle he1mpoſcrhit, but alſo 

| | Xx 4 as 


25 our yokeellow doth bearethe'/greareſt part of the 
waight:For,as'when rwo Oxen whicharefar ynequaTin 
- their bigneſi6 urEyoked together, the wee mp patcof 

the hotels bornebythertalleft and firongelſt, the yoke 

ſcarce touching the necke of him rhac is leaſt andlow- 

ct; ſoisir berweene Chriſt and vs, inregard whereof 

hee _onge vs Re: —_— — 7 
+» burthen , becauſe his yoke i exbe ant bis burthes lip ht ;, 
EI, whojohiphand wrtnn Ft ye ep thechicfe waldhe 
and kceping it withihis omnipotent power, that It cag- 

not oppreſle and*oterwhelime vs. The conſideration 
whereof may-miniffer rats" vs fingutar'comfertin all 
- eur-croſfes: arid-calkmirics 3){ecing wee liaueſucHa co-! 

parture and sffiRantinbearing all our affitivns, who 
isablcand willing to vpholde vs when'wee are ready to 
in ſinke, andro comfort vs when we are ready to faint ;for 
2.Cor.ie's asthe ſufferings of Chriſt aboundin vs , ſo ome conſelation 
I aboundeth through Chrift;and a5 he addeth' tothe waight 
of our-burthen, ſoalſo to our trength,in as much as we 
Phil4.zz may ſay: withthe Apoſtle, thatthough wee be never ſo. 
| feeble in-ourſelues, yer'we are able to'doe all things the- 
rough the helpe of Chriſs which ſtrenerhen#rh vs, Yea, 
herein we may rejoice , #n'that thongHout Ylirtherb: e 
neuer ſoigreat , 'yetit is impoſſible thac we'ſhoduſd finke® 
andfalldownr flat: vnderit ; for as thelefſerdnd weake; 
Oxe, drawing inthe fame yoke with one'whichis:much” 
biggerahd firobper,eatmotfall Becauſe Hjs Fettd\y fup<" 
 portethhim,by reaſon oFthat eonfunee WATER Ts be- 
tweene them, vnleſfe he ſhould alſopull him Jowne to- 
gether withhimz ſo neither can wee, being yoked ahd' 
 .-  ynited -ymto Chriſt our hind), ins RON 
infeparabloynion, ſinkeyiideroueburchen foci phe 

is a-fufficient'to hokdei'ys yp} dhd*cangpr yell ted: 
downe with:the greateft waipht.” Xnda mrs 
this ſpirituetvnion witch Chtift ; heeas' but head doth 
partake with-ain alLour #ffiiRions; lo afÞ I 


That our Savlowr Clirift offfetb v1 in ddr affiiltiens. 


47 [rn | \ KIBGY 


The our Saviour Chrifafiferk vs in I. 


and faithfull ſeruant REG tp with vs in them, 
as being*fellow mbrhbers of his riyſticall nad _ 
w ny any part of the na Wk $6 Fat and 
3 nf aff BER. PARTE Ag 

beyinke and Bhs compa ae ior and W-Fee-- 
ling do partake in theſe ; ayonrk ; IR 18 it in the ſpiritual: 
body of the Church. reaſo ny £ | 
Fort VEdGiideth'to nei fb ic nicks ES 
thus Wifted; nor onely'beca urthenig made © 
muck lighter which is borne 'vPoh fo many ſlivdll 151 
bur alſd becauſe from this, compaſſion;do ifſubho| | 
ubiit anfeffeQuall prayers of the whole Chugchlaght 
GE 7 commend” al he aMQeapires "of Theft Hofdy vin bows 

God Efpetiall cafe and prouidenee, to be pheld and-” "Fs hos 
preſerutd by him intheſe their di $, the whic = 
moſt powerfull'to preuaile with od; for the obtaining ;." 
of he peandcomfory z fot if the deer of one Faithfull lam, 5.10" 
tran Wndileth much LE bee effef all Sk ods fe Wh 
how'mitth more rhe prayers of "all cheat bs when 
art joined together?” 
: —_— vs have in Al's our CR ns by bf fipkſe 

ny jr vets fiffatia ſo po tvs; tos 
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ns den 
That we man rareine much comfort, b cemporing onr leſſer 
0 ard ter 4 50ns, with th x4 e greater and beanier 
| reſt ſaints hane felt and ſuffered, 


bit (GGoay, 


SE Nd thys have ] ſhewed what argurnents 
» of £91 olation do ariſe from our affli- 
 Qions,bcing fimply confideredin them- 


the portion of (Fame A? ' {clues with relation to their cauſes, ef= 
the faithfull to(f /\ > AV fects, lobe, and adiunRs 5,00w wee 
cor tirtn M = >. <) IKE, AF) ord ſage? ux order, 1 rointreate 
end affiftron,)y!1; I viſe of ofty's W eh arſe tom Harm ax heyy 
and firit that Compared \ with the affliions of others , or with 


greet afflifli- 
071, 


" our fatber A» heauenly and' everlaſting ioyes, which theſe ſhort and 
dam eadured. }j: i; ht. aff 


iRions do cauſe vato vs, Concervingthe for- 
mer, we may Tea mak h conſolprien ifwe compate 
our croſſes 7; either with. Fe greater. af 4a which 
Gods deareſt children haue ſuffered before vs; or with 
thoſe miſeries and puniſhments which are inflicted yp- 
pon, the wickedporh) in thjs life, and in the life to COME, 
Andfort befirſt; if we looke into the booke of God we 
far Ae” £ 2x ty beenthe porti, a of all che faith- 
full, to indurein this werld miſcrics and atflitions; and 
on By have: not only fpped andcafted of this bitter 
Pre 4” Pie: Eee Fongres rhey have 
r 
& 9 begin 


[3 In this y 
Vs $4. 


Fi ibn, 3 gc great gray 


35 £ het Ade iſles y FO Brent is whole 
Ulife, rt mY \C rem 


re] n-brance. of his loſt I- 
AA 7 UrIT through t yl preſſure and oi hey 
reſent aMiQions. Forhe,who formerly paſſed his time - 
p leaſure and delight, and aboundedſo in Gods bleſ- 
5 that he wantednothing which his heart could de- 
fire, muſt now labour in aney plantation for the furni- 


fifing 


'Lib:s. _. 303 __; 
That it & the tos of all the faithful to exdburs affliftions. 
ſhing whereof all things wete to be innented; arid atl 
neceffaries ro be prouided; now'the'earth which for 
merly brought foorrhall good fruits of it owneidtord,. 
being for his finne fubie&ro the curſe, 'bringeth forth - 
nothing but briars ang thornes, vnleſſe it--weretilled 
and manured with his roileſome labour; nowe he who 
formerly liued ar eaſe, if he will have his peniryrelic« 
ued,and obraine neceffaries for the ſuſtainingofhis life; 
muſtbuy chem with his ſwear; ſpend part of his bodily 
ſubſtance, that ke may nouriſh the reft, and waſte his 
ſtrength that he may preſerue it. Now he who needed 
nothing,necdeth all things, and hath nobody to com-' 
for hirm in his milcries, but ſhe that cauſed: them; none-- 
to helpe him in-his wants but ſke whohelped himrco fall 
into them, He is indeed Emperor of the world, but hee 
harh-noſubieAs ro obey him; he is Lord of all,but he 
hath no ſernants,no not for the baſeſt offices. The will 
cat the fruirs ofthe earth, he muſt be his owne husband- 
man, his owne purucier. If ke will haue clothes, he muſt 
be his owne tailor,and make themrbefore he can weare 
them;ifhe will hate a lodging,” to keepe him from the 
bruir beaſts and' the violetice” of the-weather, there is - 
no manto-build ir'vnlefſe ke will be his owne carpenter - 
and tent-maker,and in a word ifhe withaue the pleaſure 
of any carthlyneceſfary, be muſtfirſt endiire che paines - 
of gettiig and procurmg ir. Yea afterwards when he | 
expe&ed the comfort of ſociery,and hoped to-havie all 
his other miſcrics fweerned/ with thie pleafure of his - 
poſterity,hishony is turned: mro gall, and there, as hee - 
chought ro: hane found his chiefe contentment, he fin= 
dcth his greareſt crofſes and' calanmies; For his deareft | 


| ſonne Abel is creelly murthered, and Hs otfier forme 
Cain the firft borne Jike a' burcher or hangmanimbru- 
eth his hands in his mnocenc blood.And fo by the death | 
of the one he is deprived' of his comfort op rr dips 
of the other he'endutedvgreater crofitt For 


e Keth 
" him- 


K-” 
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ua heMnh ChureharGod, and hilt he liuedzdead 
inhis 6; ous Gadswrath, and as it wereall 


ready adiudgedrorernall condemnation, Now whata 
griefe was this 'to confider that wokel fruits ſhould of- 
ter himfelfe tg, the diucll, rhar, tf FA the would, 
Gould he the lonne of pergition,and the firithatfhquid 
hanſellrhefirce of he [Bur aboncal theſe, worldly croſles 
he was ,preſſed with che burthen of his ownefinne, 
which was the cauſe that broughtall the reſt ypon him, 
andthe yery ing that made all his.paines trucly pain- 
full,apd all his other nuſerigs our of meaſure miſcrable. 


-Eorhe who was holy and righteous accordingto Gods 


image,now looking'intothe glaſle of the law of nature, 
ſceth himſelfe made by himſcife moſt vgly and defor- 
rgd;he ſeeth himlelfe Goiled of the ineſtimable treaſurs 
of Gods gifs and, graces, and that. himſclfe, was the 
theefe who had thus robbe\l him, He ſeeth nothing in 
him butthe guiltineſle and filthineſſe of finne, ignorance 
in theplace of knowledge,peruerſeneſſe inſtead of obc- 
dience,& hatred of God in Read of loue, And one while 
he is. filled with griefe whilſt he confidereth- his loſſe, 
and another while with anger againſt himſelfe as being 
the cauſe ofall. his miſery, Whereſocuer he looketh he 
findeth cauſe of lamentatian; but yet when he is abour 


to.complaine on thaſc who haue brought himinto theſe 


- miſcries,his owne conſcience-apprehenderh himſclfe as 


the malcefaQor, and he hath nothing co. crie.out on but 
his owne {inne. The like afflitions were that part ofhis 
poltcriegowhich fered God,ſubic&ynto;for inthat ſhore 
tory of rightepus Abef,who was his true heige in yer- 
te andgahogle, there Is oply.mention of his birth, 


 facrificeandſlaughterchis ſeruing of God giving the oc- * 


caGon vnto his wicked brother to reſolug ypon and cx- 
egnte that bloody, defigne, So. whillt the poſterity, of 
CaineHoujiſhed jnthe warldybuils cities, inuented mu; 


ficke, 


bb, 69) ; Chap. 29. 
That it is the lot of all the faithful to endure afflittion, 
fieke and ſpent their time in carnall pleaſures; Sheth and 


his progeny were obnoxious to their tyranny, and op- Gen.4. 


crucll wolues. Thus alſo Noah the preacher ofrighteouſs 
nefſe had his Tife made-bitter. ynto him with many and 
gricuotts afflictions; for what great paines did he take 
in building the arke ? vnto what ſcoffes and $kornes, 
mockes and ftouts was he ſubie&, when as the wicked of 
thoſe times did ſee him to vndertake (in their opinion) 
ſuch a fruitlefſe taske and vſelefle labour? with what 
ſorrow was he oppreſſed when he ſaw his miniſtery con- 
temned and ynprofitable to his hearers, and when afcer- 
wards he beheld Gods gaodly workmanſhip defaced, 
the creatures deſtroied, all mankinde, and among the 
relt his friends, kindred and acquaintance drowned and 
oucrwhelmed in that vniverſall deluge ? what a cloſe- 
and' noyſ{ome priſon. was the Arke ynto him, for the 
ſpace of ten moneths together, when as being confirai- 
ned to lodge amongſt ſo many bruite and filthie beaſtes, 
he could not chuſe but be almoſt choaked and Rifled 
with their filth, excrements, and linking ſauours-? And 
ro ſay nothing. of thoſe innumerable miſeries which he 
muſtneedes endure in the new plantation and rennoua- 
tion of the world, what a corraſfiue muſt it needes bee 
vnto his heart,to beſcorned by his owne ſonne, when 
as he confidered-that his: fihne-gaue: occaſion ynto it? 
what a torment wasit tothis: minde to thinke that a= 
mongſt-all men three only beſides himſelfe, had eſcaped 
the flood, and that now one of them. was drowned ina: 
flood of wickedneſſe, which would carry. him dead-in 
finne vato theſexof endlefeperdition? +: . 


Cell ole Tales ilambes among ratenous and 


After-the flood wee ſee -Abraham-the father of the SSe77; 25. 


" faithfullſubie&to the like or greater affliRions, For by 
Gods ommandement hee is intoyned to leaue his own 
country, his friends, kindred and acquaintance, which 
areas/deatc vnto ainaiuas his life, and to ſpend his Jajes 

ia. 


—. 


073 of 4 brabitis- 
the father of 


Chap. #9. ., 606 —_ 
That it is the lot of all the farthfultto indave affliftion, 

in a voluntary baniſhment, inaftrangeland, among 4 
barbarous nation , who were groflc idolaters, and pol- 

luted with all maper ofabominable wickedneſſe, where 
\ every day his ſoule was vexed with their grofe impie. 

Gen, 12. 1,2. ties, the fight whereof was as grieuous as death it ſelfe, 
The which country, though it were promiſed ynto him 

as the reward of his faith and obedience, yet in reſpe& 

of fruition, he was for the preſent but a ticular king on- 

ly, withoutlandor ſubie&,hauing not ſo much as a foot 

of his inheritance in preſent poſſeſſion. Neither doth ir 
gine vnto him any great comfort in the full aſſurance of 

future fruition, ſeeing he found ſuch ſecurity and penu- 

ry in it, that hee was faine to leauc it for want of bread, 

yerkto. andto flecinto c/fgype to ſecke relecfe, And being 
come thirther heis conſtrained (through the wickednes 

of the people )) forthe ſafeguard of his life to ſuffer his 

deare Sarato betakenfrom him , which could not be 

wuch lefle grieuous vnto him, then the ſeparation ofthis 

ſoule and body, and to redeem his life from famiſhmene 
byproſtituting his beloued wife to be defiled by awic- 

ked infidel, Out of which dangers he was through Gods 

gracious prouidence no ſoonereſcaped, and againe re- 

turned to his owne home, but there fell out ſuch impla« 

cable contentions, between his, and Lots ſeruants, that 

hc hath no meanes to preſerue peace and loue berweene 

them, but by patting with his deare nephew , who was 

then intheplace of a ſonne ynto him, and the chiefe ſtay 

Gen.13.7,8, and comfort of his life, confining himſelf vnto that part 
of the country which he refuſed, though by adonation 
from Godhe was Lord ofall . Vpon which parting hee 

| promnaty heareth ofthe oucrthrowand captiuity of his 

loued kinſman, and isconſtrayned to redeem his life, 
and liberty with rhe hazard of his owne . Afterwards ' 
God maketh a gracious promiſe ynto him of a nume= 
. rous poſterity, and thar in his ſeede both himſelfe ang. 
all the nations of the carth ſhould be blefled, when as 


yet 


"Gent4.23,'4 


That it is the lot of el the faithfullts indure affliftion, © 
yet he had no child, which promiſe was ſo long deferred 
yntill innaturall rcaſon it ſeemed impoſſiblero beper- 
formed, by reaſon of Sarah barrennefſe, and therefore 
belecuing the thing promiſed, but Rlaggering in the 
manner how it was to be accompliſhed , hee harkeneth 
vnto his wife,perſwading him, that ſecing therewas no Gea, 16. x; 
hope of iſſue by her, he would take ynto him Hegarhis 
maide, that out of her might ſpring this numerous po- 
ſerity. Bywhom he no ſooner had a ſonne., bur all his 
comfort is croſſed through their bitter contentions, 
.which'could no otherwiſe bepacified but by granting 
an ouer-ruling power vnto Sarah, which ſhee excerci- - 
ſed with ſuch rigor, that his late eſpouſed wife and one- 
ly fonne as yet vnborneforſake himand flee away : vp- Ggea8.8.15; 
on her returnechee is afflicted with care and feare over : 
his nephew Lot, labouring for his preſeruation our of 
the common deftruCtion of Sodowe and Gomorrah; and 
ſoone afterhe is conſtrayned to leaue his habitatiop,and 
todwell as a ſtranger in the land of Gerar, wherethe Gen, 20: 34 
ſecond time his beloued Sarah is taken fromhim, and | 
in greatdangerto be defiled by eAbimelech, the King of 
che country , Atlaſt ſaxc is borne vnto him, of which 
toy, leaſt he ſhould ſurfer, iris embittered with an vnex- 
* peed accident ; for the ſonne of the bond-woman 
ſcoffeth and ſcorneth atthe child of promiſe, which be- 
ing diſcerned by Sarad, heis faine to-giuc her ſatisfaRi 
on by ſending Hagar and his yong ſonne Iſmael whe 
hedearely loued, intoperpetuallbaniſhment, An«now 
when afer thistoffe he had no comfort left butts deare: 
Tſaac , he is by Gods commandement ini6y-<dto for- 
goe himalſo ;- and that nor by natural] ickneſle, or 
_ throughthe rage of enemies whica haVeere grieuous 
had it beene nomore ; bur which wo Mt intolerable, 
he himſelfe, the father of the fair! and the forwar- 
deft profeſſour of Gods true re\5i97 , muſt inthe fight 


ofthe Gentiles and infidels . 49822 att in outward ap-= 
| Pcarance 


<ICN. 33+ 


$s Seft.3. 
Gf the afflifti- 


Gal 44 29, 


__ 


his heire in reſpeR of the promiſes, ſo alſo in reſpeRt of 


1 29. , SE I "*\ B "0 PR" ws "Ld. *: I . 
erin the lot of all thefavchfull torndure affliftions, - 


aranceabominable and execrable . Forhee muſt take 
zis owne ſonne , his oacly ſonne , his ſonne [ſaxc, 
whom hee loued', in whom-all the promiſes of Jife and 
faluation were made, to be fulfilled in that ſeede which 
ſhould come of him ; and after three daies deliberation 


' ypon the matter, hee muſt take the life of his life and 


comfort of his ſoule, and with his owne hands (like a 
cruell butcher ) cut his throat, and.(leaſt there ſhould 
any relique remaine of him to comfort him with any 
hope of his reſtoring) he muſt offer himin ſacrifice, and 
ſee him with his owne eyes conſumed to aſhes ? Byall 


whichit appeareth that God did ſet forth this holy Pas 


_ triarch asa preſident of humane miſery, to teach vs, 


that ſeeing heethus dealt with Abrabamthe father of 
the faithful whom hee ſo-much loued and eſteemed, we, 
who profeſle our ſclues his children , ſhould not expe& 
any priuiledge whereby we ſhould be exempted from 


:drinking ofthis cup. 


Neither in truth had his poſterity , being children of 
promiſe, as well as his children after the fleſh, any pre- 
rogatiue or exemption from bearing the crofle; only it 
may be that as their faith was leſſer,ſo their burthen was 
lighter,being fitted by.God according to theit ſtrength, 


For to goe no further; who ſeeth not, that as /ſaac was 


miſcries and afflitions. In his child-hood he was abu- 
151, mocked, and ( asthe Apoftle ſaith) perſecuted.by 
Iſm»] the ſonne of the bond-woman : after his mariage 
he was his father enforced through deartþ and fa- 
mine, tOlee for reliefe into the land of thePhiliſtins;for 
the preſer On of his life ; where he was faine for feare 
of incurring >ger for his wiues ſake, to pur'in practiſe 
his fathers pollich,nq rocall her his ſiſter. Andthe more ' 
that God bleſſed hi. themore hewas enuicd bythe 
Philiftins , inſomucha,1.on he had by bis greatlabour 
diggeddiuers welles, they, ſpite either filled them vp, 


or 


That it is the lot of all the fairbful to induri offiliogs. 
er forcibly tooke them from him, not ſufferinghim to Gen, 26, 
drinke of that water which hee had dearely purchaſed 
with his paines and ſweate, He was alfo like his father 
long afflifed with the barrenneffe of his wife,and no 
ſooner, at his earneſt praier,fhad ſhe conceiued two chil- 
dren in her wemb, but (aftera monſtrous manner) they Gen 25, 
ftrive the one with the other in their mothers belly, in 
which contentions they continued long afcer they were 
borne, He ſaw his firſt-borne reieted of God, and him 
caſt off, whom hee had choſen and moſt dearely loued; 

Hee beholdeth this his reprobation ſealed by his pro- 

phane contemning ofthe birth-right, andin his wicked - erf35 
choife of wiues againſt his fathers will from among the ha 
curſed nations, who werethrough their impiety a con- 

tinuall grief of minde to Iſaac andRebeccah. Finally, 

God croſſcth his will in making him vnwittingly to 

giue the bleſſing vnto his lefle-loucd, yer beſt-deſeruing 

fonne /acob ; and then heareth that Eſa doth impiout. 

ly thirlt after his blood and threatneth his death, where 

by he and his wife are inforced to ſend him away like a 
baniſhed man from his fathers houſe for the ſpace of 
twenty yeares, all which time they had iuſt cauſe to 
bewaile no lefle his abſence then his brothers preſence ; 

the one ſpoyling themof their comfort, the other e- 

very day miniſtring new matter of griete and mour- 

ning. | ; 

The like and greater miſeries was the Patriarch /4- SeF.4. 
cob ſubie&t voto, in the whole courſe of his life. For e- ®/ Fr ada 4 
uen inhis mothers womb his brother ſtriveth with him; off , mar 
and no ſooner had hee receiued Gods bleſſing by the jacob; 
hands of his father (which alſo he obtayned with great 
difficulty and danger ) butpreſently his brother hateth 
himand reſolueth on his murther. : whoſe cruelty hee 
could no otherwiſe auoid, then by leauing his father Ger, 2 
and mother with all the meanes of his in intenance and 
prefcrment in their family, andby living like an-exile a 
pnod F great 
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'Gen, 34. 
Gen, 35.32, 


hk is the lot of all the faithful 16 indate afftifiions. 


great part ofhis age ina ftrange country ; whete hee in- 


dured a long and hard ſeruitude vnder an idolatrons, 


churliſh and deceirfull maſter ; by whombee was delu- 
ded in his wife fer whom he ſerued, and defrauded ofhis 
deſerued wages, And inflead of comfor: at homets 
ſuſtaine him in theſe ſorrowes, he is vexedwith the dil- 
agreement , zmulations, and chiding of his wiues, 
whileſt.they contended who ſhould haue the greateſt 
intereſt in his loue.Being to returneto his fathers heuſe, 
he is faine to fieale away from Leb.zr, and to depart 
from his Step-father,of whom he had ſo well deſerued, - 
like one that fled froman enemy , of which no ſooner is 
noticetaken but preſently he is purſued like a run-away 
rebuked like aſlaue, and ranſakedlike a thiete, Being 
eſcaped the iawes of this greedy Wolfe , hee is ready to 
fallinto the pawes of araging Lien : for his brothec 
Eſawu who had formerly threatned his death commeth 
againſt him with foure hundred men, whoſe cruelty 
not knowing how to refiſt or auoide,, hee is exceeding- 
ly perplexed with terrour and feare , and after mueh 
care and diftraQtion of miade, he is faine in the moſt ab. 
ie manner to proſtrate and kumble himfelfe before 
him, for the pacifying of his wrath, Afterwards his moſt 
deare wife Rachel dieth in her trauell, and Joſeph the 
comfort ofhis old age is taken from hams, and as he ſup- 
poſed, deuoured with wilde beaſts, which errour and 
falſe conceipt brought ynto him as true and bitter ſor- 
row asif indced he had beene defiroied; for refuſing all 
comfort he profefleth thathe would go mourning to his 
graue, Vnto which afflitions we may adde the rauiſhe 
ing of hisonely daughter, the bloudy and vaiuſt re- 
nenge taken by his ſonnces Simeonand Lewes vpon She- 
chem Hemor and the whole City, who were innocent of 
the faule, getting their opportunity ofperpetrating this 
wickednefſe, by abuſing and prophaning Gods holy 
Sacrament : the defiling of his Contr ayes firſt 
orne 


' Chap-29- 00 bibs. 
 Thatitie the lot of all the faithful ta endube aMiition m_ | 
borne Rexber : the inceſt of [n#dsb ; the dearth and 
famine which pinched him and his whole family, and 
whilſt he vſcd means to prouide bread topreſeruethem 
fromfamiſhment, he was much more yexed with the 
trouble ofhis ſonnes, the impriſonment of Simeox, and 
aboue all the reſt with the conſtrained departure ofhis. 
dearely loued Bexiamin, By all which it appearech 
that hee had iuſt cauſe toprefefle( as he did vnto Pha- Gen.gy.h 
#20h) that the daics of his pilgrimage were but few 
14 exill, ſeeing. hee begunne and continued his life 
in the ſuffering of ſuch gricuous and innumerable mi- 
ſeries. | 
Thus CAoſer,vhom God fo dearely louedand enter-, ..v 

tained into the neerelt familiarity, talking with him as (+, offlifli- 
one man talketh with another face to face,was notwith- ax; of Moſes. 
ftanding contiaually exerciſed with gricuous affliti- 
ons.For at his very birth he hardly eſcapeth death ac- 
cordingtothe cruell decree of wicked Pharaoh, Three 
moneths together he was in danger to be butchered, if 
he were diſceucred, And then he is expoſed and laid 
out by his parents, who. for feare of their owneliues. 
durft preſerue his nolonger. And though in his child- 
hood and youth-he were nouriſhed by Pharaohs daugh- 
ter and ſoenioyed for a time the pleaſures of «/£gypr; 

et when he came to- mature age,he refuſeth to be ca'- 

edher ſonne, and abandoning all bis worldly prefer- 
ments, he chooſeth rather to ſuffer afflition with the 
people of God, then to-enioy the pleaſures of finne fora 
feaſon. For he ſeeketh to right the wrongs of his op- 
| prefſed brethren;and ſlayeth an Egyptian who did him 
iniury « Which. being diſcouered he is faine forthe Heb.11.35: 
ſafegard of his life to flic into the land of Mfadian,where 
he lived as aftranger, and for the ſuftaining ofhis life 
was contented to ſubmit himſelfe ynto the baſe condi- 
tion of an hyred ſeruant. Afterwards at Gods appoint- 
ment he returncthingo Egypr,vpon a dangerous and dif- 

or Yyz ficulr. 


Chaþp.29..." 61% 
* = the lot of all the farthful to indure afflition. 
ficulrambaſſage,and runneth himſelfe into many perils, 
whilſt he labourerh for the deliuery of his people out of 
their capriuity.For not onely Pharaoh and all che Egyp- 
tians become his enemies, buteuen his owne nation, tor 
whoſe freedome he laboured, when contrary to their 
expeRation they were for the preſent more grieuouſly 
oppreſſed, are much incenſed,andin birternefle of ſoule 
murmur and cric out againſt him. And after their dehtue= 
rance with whar affliciions and troubles was he conti- 
nually vexed?For ne ſooner was he come to the red ſea, 
bur they begin a freſh ro murmur and repine againft 
him and thus vpon all occaſions afterwards they fall in- 
ro-the like grudging and vuiult complaining, of which 
his owne brorher and fiſter were not innocent, bur to- 
gither with thereſtthey vex him withtheir murmurings, 
- Heis continually roiled 1n iudging their cauſes and in 
raking vp their ſuits and contentions; heis vexed with 
_ theirltifteneckedneſſe and froward conuerſatio.1; he is- 
exceedingly gricucd with their apoſtaſie and odious i- 
dolatry; he ſorroweth their flaughrers and lamenteth 
thoſe manifold plagues, which by their gricuqus finnes 
they brought ypontheni;and whereas he hed no world- 
ly comfortto cheere him in ſuftering all theſe afflicti- 
ons, but the remembrance of the land of promilſe, the fru- 
_ tion whereof he long expected, he is at laſt cur off trom 
this hope, and - hearcth Gods definitiue ſentence paile 
vpen him, that he ſhould dic in che wilderneſſe,and neues 

enter into the promiſed land, 

So holy [b,though he were the iuſteſt man that lived 
yponeatth,and aboue all others in his time moſt high- 
ly aduanced in Gods fauour, yet did he endure ſo mani- 


$ Seft.6, 
Of the afflit;- 


fold and grieuous affliftions(asthe ſpoiling of his goods, 

pv” the dead of his ſonnes —_ > outward tot- 

- ments of boyles and botches, and the inward terroxs of 

. anafflicted mind; the ſcornes :of the wicked, the haxd 

- cen{ures ofthe godly, the teacations ofhis wife, Ka CP 
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That it t the lot of all the farthfullto indure affliEtion.” 
vakindyſage of his friends, who in his chiefeft miſery 
and perplexity applied to his troubled mind corrafiues 
in ſtead of comfors,ttharin thele reſpe&ts he was thoughe 
the fitreſtman tobe propounded by the holy Ghoſt as 
a patterne of patience, And thus Daxid though he were 
a man according to Gods owne heart, yet pafled all his 
daies introuble and m.ifery;and that not only before he 
came tofiton the throne, when as he was contiriually 
perſecuted by Saxl, and euery day within an inch of 
dca:lyforſaken ofhis faithlefle ftiends, whoſtood bound 
vnro himin many benefits, ſ|mdered and traduced by 
his cruell enemies, androbbed and ſpoiled ofhis goods 
and wiues, who were carried away captive by mercilefſe 
infidells,Bur alto after he was crowned king,he endured 
ſo much more grieuous croſles and calamities, as thoſe 


were neerer vnto him who were the ofthem, 
For to ſay nothing of his warres, Þ6th ciuill with the 
houle of Sa#/,and forraigne with the enemies of his peo- 


ple;nor of the confpiracies and treaſons of his owne 
ſubiets, who did riſe againſt him, and the fearefull 
plague wherein heloft 50e00,0f his people, how much 
more grieuouſly was he afflifted in his ewne poſterity? 
for Amnon his owne ſonne defileth, yea rauiſheth Tha- 
ar his owne daughter, And wicked Abſalonin crueli 
revenge becommeth his murtherer : For which bloody 
crime David taking vpon- him to pardon him though 
be were by God adiudgedto dearh, he doth afterwards 
conſpire and reb2!l againſt hiot, he driueth him out of 
his kingdorac,he defileth his concubines and btingeth 
him into moſt deſperate extreamiries. And finally when 
by his death Daxid was freed our of theſe dangers and 
miſcries,the meanes of his deliucrance was moregric- 
uous vnto him then all-the former euills, which he en- 
dured, For w:th ſuch vnbrideled Joue did he afte&t this 
yngracious ſonne,that he layeth his death to heart more 
then all othec his affliction, fo thatlike a man opprefſed 
Ta3 7 with 
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| Chap.39.- y | C14. "Lib oJs 
That it ts theflot of all thefaithfull to endure affliftions, 
with the waight of ſorrow, he ſceketh caſe by venting 
2.Sam.18.33. his griefe in that pittifull lamentation,. O my ſoxne Abſa- 
lon, my ſonne, my ſonne Abſalon would God I had died for 
thee;O Abſalon ny ſonne,my ſonne, Vato whom Imight 
adde all the Prophets and holy men of God who(as our 
Math.5.12. fſaujour witnefleth) were perſecuted of their and Gods 
enemies,and through thcir meanes and malice, afflited 
in their whole liues with innumerable and moſt gricuous 
croſſes and calamities.For,as the Apoſtle witnefleth, they | 
Heb.11:36. were racked and tryed by mockings and ſcourgings, bonds 
37 38. and priſoument;they were ſtoned, hewen aſunder, tempted 
and ſlaine with the ſword, they wandred vp and downe in 
ſheeyes chinnes, and in_goates tkinnes , heing deſtitute 
affitted and tormented; they wandred in wilderneſſes, and 
mountaines; and dennes and canes of the earth; and that 
not forany faults or demerits of their owne, for they 
were ſoexccllent in vertue and holines, that as hethere 
teſtifieth,the world was not worthy of them; 
$Seft.7. Thelike alſo may bee ſaide of the holy Saints, Apo- 
ofthe affiia;. les and Martyrs of Ieſus Chrift ynder the new Tefta- 
on of the 4- ment, who though they were aboue all other aduanced 
poſiles, and eſ- in Gods fauour, yet were they abouec all other vexed 
; 9-5 of => and tormented with afflitions and perſecutions. Fore. 
— begin with /ohx the Baptiſt,the forerunner of Chrift, 
the friend of the bridegroom, & thegreatelt of al the Pro 
_ phets;we finde that after an auſtere and afflicted life, hee 
was forreproouing Herodfor his {finne of inceſt wrong- 
fully impriſoped,and afterwards atthe ſuit of a dancing 
damſec! without anycourſe oflaw yniuſtly beheaded. And. 
ofthe ſame cup all the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt 
taſted after him ; for beſides all the miſeries- and affli- 
ions which they indured in their lives, as want 
and penury, trauell and weatinefſe , infamy- and re- 
proaches , ſlanders and yniuſt cenſures , mockings 
and ſcornings , impriſonment and ſcorgings , all 
the. twelue  Apoſiles | were put.to violent deathes,. 
Tohr 
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Lib 2. *Grg _- ['Chap.29. 
That it is the lot of all the faithful toindare affliftions, 
Tobn onely excepted, who being miraculouſly preſerued 
inthe caldron of boyling oyle, was afterward by the ty- 
rant baniſhed into the ile Pathmos, But moſt grieuous 
and manifold were the afflitions of the Apoſtle Paul a- 
bouec all the reſt, being a veſlell of mercy, purpoſly cho- 
ſen of Godto carry his name before the Gentiles, and 
_ the children of /ſrael , and to ſuffer many things for his a. 9.15. 16, 
names ſake. For thus he deſcribeth his owne miſeries | 
and calamities; / thinke (faith he) that God hath ſet forth 
vs the laſt Apoſtles, as men appointed todeath : for weare 
made a gazing-ſteche to the world, andto Angels andto 
men : Wee are fooles for Chriſts ſake, weake anddeſpiſed, 
Vuto this houre we both hunger and thirſ# and are naked, 1,Cor. 4. to, 
ard are buſfeted, and hane no certaine dwelling place ; and 11.13.13. 
labowr , working with our hands : wee are reniled, and 
yet wee bleſſe, weeare perſecuted , and ſuffer it: Wee are 
enil ſpoken of, and wee pray : weeare made as thefilth of” 
the world, the of icowring of all things unto this time. So in 
another place hee ſaith ; Weeare afflifted onenery fide, | ah 
Jet arewee not indiftreſſe ; inponerty , but not onercome ys. ; 
ofponerty. We areperſecuted but not forſaken, caſt downe, 
but wee periſh not ; enery where wee beare about in our bo- 
dy the dying of the Lord Teſwus , that the life of Teſus might 
be made manifeſt in our bodies, And againe, Inallthings 
we approne our ſelues as the Miniſters of Godzin much pati- cy,p 6 46 6 
ence , in afflittions , in neceſſities , in diſtreſſes ; In . 
ſrepes , inpriſens, intumnlts, inlabeurs}, by watch- ; 
ings, by faſtings, &c, And comparing his ſufferings 
with thoſe which were borne by the reſt ofthe Apoſtles, 
hee ſaith, that he was in /abours more abundant, in ſtripes 2.Cor, 11, * 
abouemeaſnre, in priſon more plenteouſly ; in death oft : 23:44 
of the Tewes fine times receined I fortie ſtripes ſane one ; I 
was thrice beaten with reds , Iwas once ftoned ;, I ſuffe- 
red thrice ſhip-wracke , night and day hane I beene in the 
deepe of the ſea, Iniorneying I was often , in perils of wa- 
ters, imperils of robbers,m perils of mine owne nation, in 
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That it is the lot of all the faithfull toendure afflittions, 


' erils among the Gentiles, mmperils in the Citie, imperils 


in the Wilderneſſe, inperils in the ſea,, in perils among 


faiſe brethren. {nwreerinejje and painefulneſſe , inwatch- 


ing often , inhunger and thirſt, in faſtinrs often, m 
cold and in nakedneſſe. Beſides, the things which were ont - 
ward, I arms cimbred daily and bays the careof all the 
churches ,. Who ttweake , aud I amnot weaks ? Whe 35 
effended, and I burnenot ? Vnto which, ceurward vexay 
tions ofhis body, andinward cares and diftraRions in 
Eisminde, we may addc his ſpitituallatfliRions, as the 
fight berweene the fleſh and the ſpirir, and the buffe- 


tings of Sarhan, which were incomparably greater then 


allthereſt, for whereas our of the {trength of his faith 
and patience he reioyced, yeacuen boaſted himſelfe in 
his other tribulations ; by theſe hze is much humbled 
and catt downe in the ſight of his corruptions, ſorced 
toctie-out in perplexity af ſpirit ; wretched manthar 1 
am, whothallJeliuer me fromthis body of death ; and 
driven. ynto God in frequent and fernent praier, that hee 
might be freed frem thele tentations. 

Neither js this the (tate \and:condirion onely of fome 


Thatitis cve few particular men', but cuen of the whole Church mi- 
lat of thewhilt [jrant here on earth, which 1s continually ſubieR to the 


Church milt. 
rent to ſuſſer 
«fl:Qions, | 
Ela. 41. 14, 


1, Thef, 3.14 


iniuries and oppreſions of wicked worldlings, which 


live with itand about ir, in regard whereof God calleth 


iraworme ( feare notthou worme Iacob) becauſcitis 
eafily troden ynder foate, and isnat able initſelfe to 
make rehiſtarice. An dmaking, a diſcription of the 
Church, whereby. it might be deſcerned froma'l other 
people, he ſtileth it withtheſe properties : O thonaffli- 
fed and toſſed with tempe$t that haſt no comfort, In which 
regard the Apoſtle ſaith, that the Theſſalonians became 
followers of the Churches of God, becauſe they had ſuffered 
the ſame things, And this manifeſtly appeareth in the 
example of the Church of Iſrael, which from the firſt to- 
the laſt was afflied aboue all other Nations. Forwhat: 
a: 


Lib.. . 6 617 k Cha 29, 
T hat it is the lot of all the faithfull ts endure afflidtion, 
a miſerable captiuity did they indure three orfoure hun» 
dred yeeres inthe land of efgypr, whileſt the wicked 
FX gyptians as their Lords and Matters lowriſhed iti the 
world, and raigned and ruled ouerthem ? What mi- 
ſcries and afflicions did they indure in the wilderneſſe 

fourcty yeares together, as hunger, thirſt, ſtingin 
and burning Serpents , and grieuous plagues, till Ki 
ofthem that came ont of the land of egypt ſauing Ca- 
{eb and Toſrah were viteriy deſtroied ? And after that 
by ſo great warres and troubles they were ſetled in the 
land of {anaar, how often were they inthe time ofthe 
Judges vanquiſhed and made tributaries and flaues ro' 
their cruell encmics ? What a miſerable capriuity did 
they indure in Babilon ſeuenty yeeres together ? And 
What opprefſions and perſecutions did they ſuffer vnder 
Antiochus,and afterwards vnder the Herods, for many 
yearcs?ſo that the life of that whole tate was but a con. 
tinuall conflit with troubles and calamities , ſauing 
that the Lord , now and then, gaue vnto them ſome lir- 
tle breathing time, whereby they renued their ſtrength 
apainlt the next combate and incounter, The which 
theirlamentable condition, wemay-ſce notably deſcri- 
bed in the booke of the. Indges, and Kings, inthe 44, 
79.and 129. Plalmes, in the Lamentations of /eremie 
and many otherplaces of the old Teftament,vnto which 
for breuity ſake 1 referre the reader, And the like,yea 
much more miſerable and afflicted was the coridition 
of the Church after the aſcenſion of Jeſus. Chriſt, 
not onely by reaſon of thoſe perſecutions raiſed againſt 
itÞy the malicious Tewes, bur allo thoſe much more 
crucll and bloody. perſecutions vnder the-heatheniſh 
Empetors, wherein many thouſands of the godly chri- 
ſtians were murthered and-maſlacred, and that nor by 
ordinary deathes, but by the moſt exquiſite tortures 
and torments which. witte aflifted with malice could 


By 


inuent, 


Ohap.29. 613 th Lib.s, WM 
That it « the lot of all the faithful to indure afflitions, © 
By all whichit appeareth that afflitions and 't:t- 

$SeF, 9g, 'bulations in this world are the portion allotted both 

That the ſcrip- tothe whole Church in generall, and to all the ſpecaall 

theſe ili ., members, euem\ cuery particular faithfull man; and 

of the faithful, © the more neere and deere they haue beene vnto 
God, and the mete that they were inriched with excel- 
lent vertues and ſauing graces, the greater ſhare and 
meaſure of croſſes and miſeries hath beene infliaed yp- 
onthem. The which needeth not toſceme ſtrange vn- 
ro any, ſceing theſe workes of God inthe adminiſtrari- 
on of his iudgements are ſo conſonant and agrecable 
with his word , which ſhewerth that all Gods faints and 
ſeruants are continually ſubject to theſe crofles and affli- 

Luk, 9.23, Ctions. For fo our Sauiour ſaith, that whoſoerer will be 

his Diſciples they muſt take vp their croſſe daily and follow 

Toh, 16,20, him : that all his faithfull ones ſhall weepe and lament, 

when as the world ſhall laugh and reioyce ; and that as 
many as he loueth he doth rebuke and chaften , And his 

; boom 3-19. holy Apoſtle telleth vs, that allwhowil line godly in Chriſt 

4 — ſhall ſuffer perſecution : That whom God loueth he 

| chaſteneth , and ſcourgeth ( not ſome but) every ſonne 

whom he receineth ; and therefore that if wee be without 

—_ correltion , whereof allare partakers,then are we baſtards 

** * * andnot ſonnes. Andfinally, thatafflitions are the Kings 

AR.14.:2, roadeand high-way, by which we muſt trauell vnto the 

. kingdom ofheauen, if euer we purpoſe to come thither, 
1, Per, 5.9, And ſothe Apoſtle Peter comforting andfirengthening 
the faithfull vato whom he writeth in their tentations, 
telleth themthat their eſtare was common with them 
vnto all Gods children, and that the ſame afflitions 
which they ſuffered were alſo accompliſhed in the reſt 
oftheir brethren whichare in the world , In which re- 
gard the ſonne of Syrah, admoniſheth vs, that ifwe re- 
ſoluc to ſerwe the Lord we ſhonld alſo prepare our ſoules to 
indgre textations. Yea not onely 2re the Saints of God 
£ continually exerciſcd with their owne afflictions, = 
they 


Eccleſ, 2,1, 


on aÞ- 9s 019 | Un : D 2. 
That it is-the lot of all the faithfull to endute affiiftions, 
they alſo communicate with the reſt of the faithfull in. 
their-crofles and calamities, as being members of the 
ſame body ; ſo as though it ceuld be imagined that they 
had no troubles or milcries of their owne, yet is their 
life muci affifted,by compsſhonating others in their af- 
flitions,& partaking in their griefs. And both theſe are 
copriſed rogether by the Apoſtle where he ſaith, that che 


Hebrews endured great affiiitions, partly whilſt they Were Yeb.10 33-34 


made a gazing ſtock, b:th by reproches and tribulations and 
partlie while they became companions of themwhich were ſo 
toſſed to and fro, For both ye ſorrowed with me for my bonds 
& ſuffered with ioy the ſpoilingof your goods knowing in your + 
ſelues that you han in heaxen a better and an enduring ſub- 
ſtance. Vnco-which duety cuery Chriſtian is bound not 
only by vertue of their vnion with Chriſt, and of one of 
them with another as fellow members, bur by an cx- 
preſſe. commandement from God by his holy Apoſile; 
Remember them that are in bonds, as though yee were bound ” 
with them, and them that are in affiittion, as if youwere 
afflicted in the body, And againe, Reiopcewith them that 
reionce, and weepe with them that weepe,be of like affellion 
once towards another, 


Rem,tz.15 Ab, - 


Secing therefore croſſes and affliftions haue fromthe g 5,7 
very beginning of the world to this day beene the lor 7,; we 
and portion ef all Gods ſaints, let this be our comfort, receive much 
that we haue ſuch and ſo many copartners of our griefes, 0mf5rt ty 


for itis better to hold our comunion with them,thoug 


þ confidering the 


examplesof 


we be fellowesalſointheir miſeries, then being ſeue- g,y, afffied * 
red from them to enioy all maner of worldly pretperity, ſaints, 


Ic is better to accompany them inthe toule and afflicted 
way whichleadeth ro Gods kingdome, it being the on- 
ly knowne paflage towards this heauenly city; then to 
goealone in an vncouth way which hath not been bea- 
ten and tracted by others of our godly brethren who 
have gone before ys;though it be neuer ſopleafing and 
delighcfyll. Iftrauailing rowardsatown we an | 
J 


hap.29. |} 620  Lib.2. 
That it «s the lot of allthe faithfultto indure affiiftion, 

by ſome man of credit that we ſhould goe vnto it by 

narrow andfilthy lanes,and that by no other meanes 

we could come co the end of our journey, then by trauai- 

| ling throughthem, we woull not reioyce, if in our paſ- 

ſage we found only flowrie ſweete meddowes anda 

farreand champion country, becauſe wee would con- 

 cludethar becauſeit was 1o contraryto our triends det- 

cription, it could not be the right way which would 

bring vs to the city : but Chriſt hath aſcertained ys, that 

it15anarrow, foulcand afflicted way that leaderh vs to 

the new Icruſalem; and by the Scriptures we are aſſured 

tha: Gods dearcſt ſaints and ſeruants haue tranelled by 

this way towards this heauenly city; ſo rhat we haue no 

cauſe to be diſmaied if we finde our paſlage ſuch as 

Chriſthath deſcribed ir, and the Saints hauc formerly 

tracted before vs, but rather we ſhould haue iuſt caule 

to doubt and fearc, if we found ir faire and pleaſanr,lcaſt 

we werenot in the right way that leadeth to blcſſed- 

nefie, For we are not better, yea we are many degrees 

worſer then the holy Patriarches, Prophets and Apoſiles 

and why thea ſhould weexpett to hane this priuiledge 

aboue them, that whereas they by many afflictions - 

evtred into the kingdome of God, we ſhould hope ro 

come thether by the faire broade way of worldly prof- 

 Necenm perityrYea rather let vs with patience trauaile in that 

fortuna mh. way which they have beaten beforvs;iet vs reioyce & be 

| oy dryer glad if in our pafſage we may ſee the print of their foot 

mm reſriceca- (teppes,though it be inthe mire and clay of trouble and 

fra nitizijs attliction;ſeeing it is the greateſt comfort and aſſurance 

fires.0u7d. of attaining vnto happinefle, when we haue fuch com- 

Actzmor l.I5« anions in our iourney,. or rather ſuch precedents to 

On file. Jeadevs the way, Let vsnot thinke much to put our ſhol- 

winsguodab ders vnder that burtnen which is borne by all, ſeeing ir 

omnibus qt> is not likely that we ſhould finke vnderir, when as wee 

taint, haue ſo many aſſiftents and copartners. Let ir be our 

comfort that in our afflicted eſtate we be carried u_ 

ride 


15.7 ”6 _ GTA 
That it is the lot of all the faithful toentiare affliftions, 
the'motion of-the yniuerſe,:ahd have all the whole 

Church cicher going beforc,accompanying, or-follow Gr2vde fole- 
ing after vs. And lec ys not take itil}if we ſuttaine thag 179” ff cum 

- which is ſuffered by all ;neitherlet vs falſely complain — waa 
that our bucthen is heauier then other mens; ſceing ——_— 
if we compare our afftliftions with .thofe which haug Patienter ab 
beene formerly ſuffered by the Patriarches, Apoſthes *#9/oſfinen- 
and Saints of God,their weight will appeare to be but © 19904 

a few ounces,to cheir many pounds; and if now ( ac+ pwn, 
cording to Socrates concejpt )all the faithfull ſhould mode vincads 
agree together.to calt all their croſſes 3vd:;miferies 19.42. 

into ane heape,to.che end that there night aut of the */#<1cb.de 
whole be an equall partſhated to everyone, themoft conſol,ad Apol. 
ofthoſe who came thicher whining and complaining 

would rather rake againe; tlicir- owne -burthen 


7 
, 
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Qions 


< 11. 7.) | 0.3% 
Confolations for the affiiftedfinner. 
Atonsthen thoſe which we ſuffer with comfort andre. 
tjoycing , wee will nv more complaine of our intole« 
rable burthen, but of our owne impotency andimpa- 

tiency which more vex ys then our loade. | 
Bur here the afflited finnermay obie&, that this. 


AConfelction comparing of the croſſes and. calamities of the Patri= 
for thoſe who grches and Apoſtles with thoſe which. hee ſuffereth 


can bring vato-himno patience or comfort, becauſe 
they were holy men of God, who ſuffered intheir in- 
nocency',. for their triall , and the manifeſtation of 
Gods graces inthem; andtherefore no maruel if they: 
bore theircroſſes withioy and thankeſgiuing ; where 
as they being grievous ſinners are afflifted for their 
tranſgreffions, and beſides. doe ſhew many corrup- 
tions and much wickednefſe whileſt the hand of God 
ond heauy vpon them. : To which Tanſwer, that 
fire ofaffliftion ſerueth nor only to crie and proue 
vs, butalſo to refine andpurific vs z neither are our 
croſſes and calamities onely exerciſes for thoſe which. 
arcfirong and in. health, but alfo- phyſicketo;purge 
thoſe ofthe corrupt humours of finne, who are ſpiri- 
tally ficke ; andtherefore wee may well beare them. 
with patience and comfort, if they citherfinde vs pu= 
rifiedand fo onely tric vs, or make vs more pure by: 
burning away our drofle ; ifcither they exerciſe our: 
graces, mn ce encreaſed and wepreſerued 
- in our ſpiricuall healch ; or purge away the corrupti- 
ons of finne that our ſoules may be recoucred out.of 
their dangerous diſeaſes: Tfeither they finde vs inthe: 
way of righteouſnefſeand keepe vs in it , orgoing a» 
ray in the by-waies of finnne, doe reduce vs into a: 
right courſe, raking ys more carefull in the yſe of all 
' good meanecs. forthe mortifying of our. eorruprions,. 
andthe renuing of ys vnto holinefſe and newneſle of 
fe, Befides wee are to know that howſocuer thoſe 
gd; Ne ns n= iaans: 


» Þo 


Conſolation? Ke, affiited famer. 
R__ and ſcruants of God were holy and righteous, 
yethad they the reliquesof finne_ and the corruption 
of nature remayning in them, as well as we, although 
notin ſo great a menſure and degree ; andthat they 
alſoſhewed many ioficmitices and corruptions in their 
afflitions borh by impatiency in bearing them, and 
in vſing vnlawful meanes to be freed from them, as it 
may calily appcare to thoſe who are but a little con- 
uerfant in the holy ſcriptures, And chereforeif being 
like vnto them in afflitions, webe alſo like, yeaſu- 
periour ynto them in finne, frailty and humane weak- . 
nefſe ; this ſhould nor diſmay and difcourage vs, if 
withthem wee ſee our c ions, diſlike, bewaile 
and labour againſt them, viing the meanes whereby 
they may be mortified and ſubdued. Yearather che 
more wee exceedethem in theſe ſpirituall diſcaſes, the 
mare wee abound in the drofle of finne , the more 
ſhould be our paticncein viing the medicines which 
God hath preſcribed for the curing of our dangerous 
fickneſle ; the greaterfhould be our ioy and reiogcing, 
when as God purgeth and purifyech ys inthis furnace 
of affliftions, fromſo much drofle and ruſt of finae 
and corruption, cuen as heehath more cauſe of reioy- 
cing, whois cured of the plague, andhealed of grie- 
fly woundes and deepe feftered ſores, then another 
whois recoueredof a gemle ague, or hath his finger 
cured of a lictle cut, | 


— — 


by / 
on -— Mg 
Chap.39.. > 624 


Cuan XXX, 


S bat wee may receine much comfort by FOMPAaring our 
light and ſmall afflitions with thoſe grienous 
avd intolerable puniſhments which Chriſt ſuffered 
for Vs8s | 


STE Nd thus may we comfort our felues 
Cem by comparing our leſſer and ligh- 
(US tcr crofles and affliftions with 

| thoſe greater and heauier which 
ſ«fered both {Wi a the deareſt Saints and ſervants of 

i bulife and (oy (OR 4 God hauec formerly ſuffered : bue 

aeath, Re much morc may wee firengthen 

our patience and repleniſh our hearts with-con(olati- 
on, yea with ſpirituall ioy and reioycing;, if we com- 
pareiour miſcriesand tribulations , with thoſe greater 
afflitionsand calamities which were ſultained by Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord and King ; in reſpe& of whoſe ſuf. 
ferings we may truely ſay, that our greatelt croſſes are 
but fmall ſparkes: of that flery furnace. into which hee 
was caſt;and hut «few aftet-droppes of that crueltem- 
peſt and ſtore 'of God? wrath; which: with full vio- 
lence did beat vpon hjm.For as he neuer(that we know 
of) laughed.in the world; ſo. neucr did the world fo 
much as ſmile yponhim; vnles it were with ſome falſe 
faucur to make enſuing diſgraccs and iniurics more 
gricuous and intollerable: yea contrariwiſe from the 
day ofhis birth to the day of his death, irpurſued him 
with deadly malicc,and heaped vpon him miſeries and. 
indignitiecs, Forthough this rod and graffe ſpringing 
Eſa, 11; 1,10, fram the ftocke of 1/has, were glorious in hisreſt,as the 
Rom, 15,12. Prophet ſpeaketh,, when h& was come to the top of 
hisperfeRion , coucring and ſhadowing all the Gen. 
tiles 


[ 
=—-, 


* LE i HI _ Chap. 30, 

Conſolations ariſing from the ſufferings of Chriff, 
tiles vhder his patronage and proteQion , as the Apo- 
file expoundethir ; yer (as cIſe-where the ſame Pro- Romy. 2: 
pher ſaithhe was in hisfirlt growth,us 4 branch ſpring- 
ing from 4 roote in 4 drie and barren ground, baxing in 
him neither forme nor beanty , ſothatthoſe who ſhould 
bebould him , would ſce no forme in bim that they ſhould 
defire him Yea hce further addeth, that he ſhould be, 
4s one deſpiſed andreeited of men, a man full of ſor- 
rowes, haxing axporiges of infirmities,{o as they ſhould 
hide their faces fromhim, and not eftceme h1m*So the 
Apolile ſaith, taat though he were the prince of or ſal- Heb 3.10,5,8; 
wation , yet God thought it good ts conſecrate himto + | 
this office by affliftions ; and that though he were the 
fonne of God, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
bee ſuffered. And bimſelfe affirmeth, thar ic = wn: 
him+to haue ſuffered all thoſe miſcries of his life, and Luk.24.26. 
afcerwaxgs a curſed death, before he could enter into 
his glory , Now what and how great theſe miſcries 
and affliions were , it will cally appeare,if we rake 2 
view ofthe whole courſe ofhis life, For in his birth he 
had a common Inne for his kingly pallace, a ſtable for 
his chamber, a manger for his cradle, and the horſes 
- and bruit beaſts for bis chamber-fcllowes, In his in- 
fancy before he could goe heis conſiraincd to flec in- 
to e£gypy, that his life mig be preſerucd from cruell 
Hered who thirſted after his blood, Inhis youth hee 
rakerh paines.ig that poore occupation of his ſuppo- 
ſed father /oſepb, asappeareghby the queſtion of the 
people ; 1s not this the Carpenter, Maries ſoune ? Inhis ,,_. .. 
whole life hee was ſubic&t to all humane inficmities 
& afflitions which zre generally incident vnto alme, 
as heate and eld tuffger andthirſt, wearinefle and po- 
uerty. Yea ſo poore he was, that hee liuedby almes Luks:3; 
en) 5) not the priuiledge of poore foxes, and filly 1.x. 0.58, 
birds, for the Faxes hane their foe , #nd the birds ther = -_ 

& 


veſts, 


Eſa-5 $423. 


_—— 9 _ Chap.30, 
Conſolations ariſing from vhe ſufferings of Chriſt, 
neſts, but the ſon of man had not whereox to laie his head. 
Bur eſpecially was oar Saujour pinched and prefled 
with miſeries and affliftions', when he began to exe- 
cute his office, znd ro worke the worke of out redEmp-" . 
tion. Forhe faſted forty daies and hungred for want 
of neceſlarie foode ; hee is grieuouſly laulted with 
Sathans powerfull and ſubcill rentations, andigetreth- 
not the viAtory without a paineful conflit. Heeſpen- 
deth his life in doing well and hearing euill ; hee doth 
 workes of mercy, and is maliciouſly cenſurcd ; hee 
teacheth the truth, and hardly eſcapeth outwardvio- 
lence : his friends enuigufly backebite him, 'his ene= 
mies malicioufly ſlander him; and hee who being the. 
power ef God, did admirable miracles by his onely. 
word, is accuſed ro worke rhem by Belzebub the 
Prince of diuels, Hee cannot ſpeake, hut they arc rea« 
dy to intrap him, andout of the words of life and fal- 
uation, they are ready to gather matterof his death 
and di ſtrution, He is reprochfully called a wine-bib- 
ber, a glutcon, an impoſter, a deceiuer, a Samaritan, a 
finner, and being the anely true and naturall fonne of- 
God, he is ſaid to be poſſeſſed with adevill. He is-be- 
 traied of his owne Apoſtle, and apprehended with- 
ſwords and ſtaucs, as ifhee were an hainous malefa« 
Gor, Heis bound who cameto ſet vs atliberty, andto- 
xedceme ys out of the cruellbondage of finne and Sa. 
than ; and arraigned before a mortal, yea wicked man; 
| being the Lord chiefe ivſtice of Heauen and Earth, He 
who is truth ir ſelfe is falfly accuſed, comming to be 
our aduocate to plcade out cauſe and excuſe ys ro 
Gods iuſtice; and is yniuſtly condemned beinginnot 
cent 2nd full of all vertue and goodnefſe./ Hee tsmoce. 
ked and (corned, rated and reuiled, blind-foulded and 
buffetted ; he is ſhamefully ſpit vpon ; who with his 
fpiccle had healed aad._ reconcred the cies ofthe blind; 
| and. 


Conſolations arifing from the ſuſſerings of Chriſt. 

and a bloody murtherer preferred before the holy and 
righteous, He is cruelly whipped, as though he were 
ſome rogue,orru __ and his blefſed head is crow- 
ned with ſharpe pricking thorges, vnto whom of righe 
belonged the crowne of glory, He hatha purple robe 
in derifion put vpon him,anda reed in his hand inſtead 
ofa ſcepter, ani ſo he is ſcornefully ſaluted as a King 
ina May-gawe, who is the ſoueraigne Monarch of 
hcauen and carth : The Lerd of lite is adiudgedta 
death, yea the ſhameful and gurſed death of the crofle, 
and he who is moſt innocent & righteous is crucified 
berweene:rwo theeues as though he were the greateſt, 
maletactour, The which kinde of deathas it is excee- 
ding painefull toall that ſuffer it, becauſerthe hands 
and the feete being aboucall other parts moſt ſenſible 
of torment, by reaſon that they abound with nerues' 
and fixnewsthe inſtrumeats of ſcafe and feeling, were 
Picrcedand nailed to the Crofle ;and becauſe the tor- 
tures though ſharpe andbicter, arc a alfolong and 
lingering ; ſoeſpecially( as ſome probably iudge ) ro 
our Sauiour ; for whereas all the powers and faculties 
of our bodies and ſoules are by reaſen of finne,and the 
corruption of our nature dulledanddeadded, and our 
ſenſes among thereſt; the body of our Sauiour Chriſt 
asir was moſt pure and free from fhnne , ſo was ir 
moſt quicke and perfeR in all theſe faculties, and 
conſequently moſt ſenfible of, ſmarte and - paine. 
And thus alſo inflecade of drinke. tro quench. his 
thirſte, they giue him Vineger mingled with Galle z 
and in ſtead of ſweete comforts in the terrours: of 
death,they wag their heads, flout and deride him, ſays 


ing; Thos that deftroieſt the Temple, andbuildeſh it in Mus, 27, 58 .. 
three daies ſawe thy ſelfe gf thow be the ſonne of God,come39 49 


dewvue from the croſſe. He ſaned ethers, but hecaunot ſane 
bimſelfe, if he be the King of Iſrael, let his now come 
— IP Z& 2 : 


Aowne 
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Confoletions arifing from the ſufferings of Chriſt, 

downe from the croſſe and we will beleexe inhim, He tru. 

fted in God,let his deliner him now, if he will hane him, 

for he ſaid I am the ſonne of God But among all the tor» 

ments Which he ſuffereg, not any one nor all together 

are to be compared with thoſe rortures of his ſoule, 

w hen as he bore the vnſupportable waight of Gods 

anger due to our finnes, which brought him intoa. 
Math 27.46. grieuous agonie,and prefied ourofhim inthe garden, 
thoſe clots of bloodin ſtead of ſweat, and vpoii the 
croſle that ruefull crie;wy God, my God why haſt thou 
forſaken me.By all whick-it manifeſtly appeareth, thar 
there 15 an incomparable difference berweene Chriſts. 
and our: greateſt ſufferings, and that our afflitions. 
being compared vnto his,are but a drop to the oceany 
a flea-bite to the ſting of ſcorpions, and alittle fillip 
to the torturing racke, It is true indeed, thatwe and 
he drinke of the like cop,.and the like ingredients, 
bur hike in quality, not in quantity; for his cup was. 
large and deepe,Jike that cup of which Ezechiel ſpea- 
keth; ours. ſmall and ſhallow, His cup was bitter 
through the terrours of Gods wrath which he appre- 
hended,ours is ſweetned through the mixture of ſpi- 
rituall comforts. He drunke a deepe draught, "ns as 
It were the lawermoſt dregges of Gods fierce wrath,, 
we (as it were)drinke of the vyppermoſi part ofthe po= 
tion,and doe onely but ſippe-and tafte of it; to him 
this-draught was like a deadly poiſon which cauſed 
death, tovsit is but a phyſicall medicine, which by 
purging away the corrupt humonrs of finne, preſer- 


__— ueth our ſpiritual life, and: furthereth-vs in attaining 
foffired aktheſe VOtO life cuerlaſting, | 
miſeries end Andi theſe-with many other miſeries and affliti- 
aſfi # on be- ons Chriſt ourhead ſuffered in the world, being moſt 
ingi-(aad ijnnocent, iuft and holy; for as the Prophet ſpeaketh, 
Elas:s: Femade bis grave with the wicked thongh he had done no 
_ CITI Wits 
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« * £73 c:829 or Iibia. 
Conſodatiogs ariſing rome ſufferings of Chrif 

wickedneſſe , neithir was arordcceitin hu month.'Sothe 
ApoRIz Peter faith; that in him was no ſinne, andinihis 7.Pet.2-23, , 
worth theremas found no gile, And the Apolile John, 11ye 
aficmmerh that re apprared,thet he might take away owr 
ſrnnes,and that in lim mas va ſirne. And therefore as one cy; aſperum 
Airh, ifhedepartcd nor out ofthe world withour cor- creditur ve 
rection, who Ccainje-jhto; it without corrupriong how: dev bow 6, - 
much moreare weto-cxpetſiripes, who by curtinnes = y fugells | 
have ſa often deſerued them:2:And why.ſhould it be? crown neg 

thought hard, that man ſhould be aftlizted: by God minibus prrtss 

for ſo many cuils; ſeeing God ſuffered ſo many. cuils 1t mala pro = 

at the hands of men,onely [or doing good 7'or whoin $97»:Gregor. 

his righe wits can yngratefully complaine of his cor- 5 8g) _ 

xeQtionzif he eſcaped. not the. whip, who neuer was Ss 

tainted with che leaſt coiruption ? And as another ,, oft.in Pſal; 

faith,if Chriſt were content to. be hunched and ſeared 2g, X 

who had in him noputrefaGtion, and if he whe is our | 

 medicine,refuſed not the medicinall fireand burning 
Iron,much tore. ought we, to cndure* patiently the 

hand of our heauenly Chirurgioo lanching, ſcaring 8 

' ſearching .our feſtred ſores of finne with afflictions 

and-tribulations;that he may heale and curevs, And 
therafare. let; vs wholly commit our ſelues into the 

bands afourphybrionzfot lie.cannoterre in miſapply- 

ing'his\mecicinds to. the:ſound fleſh, in ſtead of ror. 

ten and putrifedy fecing he who, made nature muſt: 

needs know the faults.and:defefts:of nature, and what 

imperfeRions; axe 6051e.ynto it- through: our.concu- 

Piſcence; and-carriiprion; He/knoweth that he gaue 

a commandement to man in bis perfect health; that he 

ſhould not run a courſe: which. mould. bring him to 

licknefle, ſaying ynto him in Paradiſe; Eate ofthis, 

and this forbegre:but whole man hearkned:nottothe 

preſcript of his phyſirion, that he might norfalhand 

therefore now atlealt let him hearken ynco him, that 


£2 3 


% 


$ Seft.;, 
That Chrift 


being rightcom ore deadin our finnes, the children of wrath, firan- 


in bjmſelſe, 
foffered alt 


'Chap.30. WT —— 
Confolations arifing from the ſufferings of Chrift, 


he may riſc againe and recover health, : -'- - + 
But let vs further conſider ,thatChriſt in himſelfe tuft 
and innocent, ſuffered all theſe miſeries for ys, who 


gers, yea enemies ynto Godand his grace, that by 


thiſe effiiZiens theſe our ſufferings he might ſatisfie Gods iuftice in 


for vs who 
Cre ſxners, 


Bfai 53-445» 


3-Pcr3.24, 


bearing that puniſhment which he had deferued, iu- 
Rifie vs by his. righteouſneſſe and obedience, and re- 
cencile vs yoto his father; and ſo might not only free 
vs from the eucrlaſting torments ofhell fire, which 


. Was the merit of our fins; but alſo might by the wood 


of his croſſe ſweeten. theſe bitter waters, pull out. 
the ſting of our temporary afflitions, and ſonot only 
make them harmlefle, but alſo good and profitable, 
For by his holy and innocent ſufferings he hath ſo. 
ſanRified all our afftitiens, that our-pouerty. is made. 
the way to riches, our ſhame to glory, our puniſh-. 
ments to cuerlaſting pleaſures, our curſe to bleffings, 
and cuen our death it ſelfe ts cuerlaſting life.and hap-. 
pineſſe.Se the Prophet Ef#y witneſſeth, that he hath. 
borne our infirmities, and carried our forrowes, hee was. 
wownded for our tranſgreſſion., he was brokgn for our me- 
quities,the chaſticement of our peace was. -vpon hins, and 
mith his flripes we. are heated: And the Apoſtle*Perer 
affirmeth that his owne ſelfe, bare owr. ſinnes in hus body. 
on the tree,that bring-delinered from ſpune:we ſhould lint 


 #nrighteouſneſſe. It therefore Iacob;ſceing his ſonne 


Toſephs contc imbrued with his blood,” was ſo wholly 
taken vp with this ſorrowe,that hehad ne place left for: 
any orher,this greater griefe making all the leffe caſie 

and inſenſ{ible,howmuch more, when we ſee our deare- 
Sauiours bedy i mbrucd with bloed, torne with nailes. 
and pierced with aſpeare, yea crucified and tormented 
thus with our grieuous finnes, which cauſed and made 


' way for all other tortures, ſhould we be ſo wholly 


poſlefled 


Lit 2+ ; --632 Si | __ -Chap.3ze 
Conſolation: ariſing from the ſufferings of Chriſt, © . 
offcfſed with this griefe and mourning, that we ſhold 
C ſcarce ſenſible of any worldly ſorrow, but beare 
all earthly troubles and afflitions wich patience and 
comfore ? Eſpecially conſidering further that hee wil- 
lingly ſuffered for our ſakes all thoſe affliftions, 
torments,and death ir ſelfe, with all meckneſſe and 
patience;for though(as the Prophet ſpeaketh) he were 
oppreſſed,and afflifted, yet he did not open bis month, bat xc;; 93.7 
was brought as a ſheepe to the ſlanghter, and a5 a ſheepe ho 
before her ſhearer «s dumbe, ſo opened he not his month, 
And as the Apoflle ſaith,whern he was rewiled, he rewiled 
not againe,when he ſuffered he threatned not, but com- | per , $ 
mitted it to bins that indgeth righteouſly. Yea ſo mecke © © 
was our Sauiourin all his ſufferings, that when ke was 
ſo horribly abuſed, mocked, buffered, ſpit on,fcerned 
whipped,and crucified, he did not ſhew the leaſt figne 
of impaticncie, he refuſeth nor the murthering kiſſe 
of a knowne traitor, he healeth the care of him whe 
came to apprehend himzhe is falſely accuſed and ma- 
kcth no apology, yea he excuſeth and prayeth vato 
his father for his bloody 10 ne ung ſaith he) 
forgine them they know notwhat they ao. All which he Luk.23.34, 
did for our ſakes, not onely to perfet the worke of 
our redemption, bur alſo to leaue ys an example, that 
we might follow his ſteps. Forif Chriſt ſuffered pati- 
ently ſuch great miſerics and iindignitics for our 
{akes himſelfe being innocent, what troubles and af. 
flictions, what crofles and miſeries ſhould we be con- 
tent withall mecknefſe te beare for his ſake and at his 
appointment,being guilty ſinners who haue deſerued 
etcrnall condemnation ?eſpecially conſidering that 
by his bleſſed ſufferings he hath ſo ſeaſoned and ſan- 
Rified all our worldly tribulations, that they are be- 
come harmlefſe and without fti-g,yea wholeſom hap- 
Py & the mcanes of bleſſedneſle- If he for the loue ther 
| ZZ 4 he 


5 Per, 2:24, 


*** Conſolations aifug from h#ſuſrings of Chrif, * * 
he bare vntg vs,thought not his precious life ro.good 
fo gi\ueit vnrobis father as the price of our redemp-- 


tion, how ready ſhould we be in lue of thankfutrieſſe 


Bernard.de 
diligend-dev, 


S Se#.4. 
That we (hall 
be adindged 
vaworthyio 
ya'en -with 
Ch-i/i if we be 
not cont:.X to 


foffc: w.th him 


to forſake wealth and health, houſe and lands, kin-' 
dred and friends,yea life ic felfe at his appoiatment?” 
To which purpaſe one hath, a fingutar meditation ; IF 
(faith he )I wholly owe. wy ſelfe vnto God formy 
creation,what ſhall Inow giue him for my reſtaura- 
tion , eſpecially being reſtored after this manner ? 
Neither was Iſo eafiy reſtored asI was created, For 
he did bur ſay the word and I was made, but he that 
made me by ipcaking the word.only, for my reſto- 
ring boch ſpake re Aran, mr; wrought wonders, 
and ſuffered hardnefle;-and' not.only hardneſſe, bur 
things vaworthy of him,” What therefore ſhall Ire« 


 turne'ynto the Lord for all the benefits which heharh' 


beſtowed vpon me? In his firſt workehe'gaue me ynts 
my felfe;in his ſecond,he hath given himſclfe ynto me, 
and by giving himſelfe hath reftored me vnto my ſelf. 
Being therefore” given and reſtored, I owe my ſelfe 
for ny ſclfe,and'to owe my ſelfe vato Godby a'dou- 
ble righr.But what ſhalf Irender vnts God for giuing 
himſelfe veto me? for though could giue my ſelfe a'- 
thouſand times for tecompence,what am T in compa« 
riſon-of him ? PT ny a 
- '*And if we bee not thus willing and ready.to ſuffer 
afflictions for Chriſts'ſake, and to bearerhe crofle at 
his appointment, weare not worthy ofhim, nor to be 
eſteemed among his ſeruants and diſciples: forif he, 
being the glorious ſonne of the eternall God, was 
content for our ſakes to abaſe himfelfe, to refuſe 
all worldly glory and riches, and to (uffer.moſt prie« * 
uous milcries, poverty and contempt, ignominy and 
d:\prace, yea the cruel!l, curſed, and ſhamefull death 


ofthe croſſe, and the wrath of his father, much more 


icarc- 


Chap.30. 633 Lib. + 
| Conſolations ariſing from the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
.arefull and intolerable then all the reſt; then are 

we ynworthy to-bee acknowledged for his, if, bee= 

| ing poore wormes and fianefull wretches, weſhould, 
be ſo vngratefull for choſe ineſtimable paines ſuſtai- 
ned for ys, as not to bee willing to ſuffer what it 
ſhall pleaſe our Saviour Chriſtto impoſe vpon vs, 
ſeeing our load is light, incompariſon-of his vnſup- 
portable burthen; or to grudge to drinke of that cup 
which he hath prepared for vs,himſelfe haning drunke 
itto the bottome , eſpecially confidering it was to 
him adeadly potion; but vnto vs a phyſicall medi- 
cine, and an wholeſome reſtoratiue, tending to the 
preſeruing or recoucring of our ſpirituall heajth, So 
our Saujour plainely faich, He that loweth father or 


mother more then me is not worthy 8f me; and hee that Vat.to, 38,29 


louerh ſunne or daughter more then me, is xot worthy 
of me; And he that taketh not his croſſe,and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me, And againe, [f any man 
will follyw me , let him forſake himſelfe and take vp 


his crofſe and follow me: For whoſoener will ſaue his life, Mat 16.24.25 


ſhall looſe it;,and whoſoener ſhall looſe his life for my ſake, 

ſhall finde it; and, what willit profit a mangif he ſball win 

the whole world, andlooſe his owne ſoule ? or what ſhalla 
may gripe for recompence of kis ſoule? And elſe where, 
Wheſoeuer he be of y2u that forſaketh not all heechath 
(abar is; bath not. a diſpoſition of forſaking all when 
I require it) he canxor. be my diſciple. He that will ſerue 
a maifter, mult make profeſſion rhereof -by wearing 
his livery, byr the croile is the livery and cogniſance 
of Chriſt, which that his followers might nor {corne 
nor grudge to put it on, limfſelfe firſt bore.and wore 


Luke 14, 34s © 


it. 7.2% thought it the greateſt bonour that could Tieſts.3, 


be done vnto a ſubir,'that hee ſhould b+«+ thoughr 
worthie to weare the Kia2s apparell, The {ouldier 


thinkes himſclie muca honoured, when, his generall. 


Chap. 30. ' 634 Lib. 2. 
(onſolations ariſing from the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
admits him to weare his colours, and to goe into the 
field ia his owne armes; and /onathar when he would 
: ſhew his greateſt loue towards David and how much 
i.Sam,18,, he efieemed ofhim, hepurs vpon him his owne roabe 
if and garments, his ſword, bow and girdle : but. theſe 
afflictions ate the bloudy colours of our great com- 
maunder , this red apparell, and theſe gatments 
F.6;zz; fprinkled with blood, were ſuch as himſelfe wore 
Heb.z,z4 whilefthe dwelled on earth, as the Prophet witnc({- 
| feth ; In this bloody urmes he fought and vanquiſh= 
edSathan and finne, with all the enemies of eur fal- 
uation 2 And therefore let vs thinke it no diſgrace, 
yealetys eſteeme it our higheli honour, and a great 
teftimony of our Lord, and ſauiours greateſt loue , 
when he thinketh vs worthy to wearc his colours, to 
bee clothed in his owne apparell, and in bis owne 
armes to fight againſt the enemies of our ſaluation, * 


ws ap path Finally tet vs conſider that whomſoeuer God hath 
rdbined preorgdained to be like vnto his ſonne in glory,he hath 


thoſe tobe tzke alſo preordained, that be ſhould firſt bearc his image 
Chriſt in bs in afflitions, as the Apoſtle telleth vs; that before 
ſufferings, whs ie can beexalted to fit with Chrift in his kingdome, 
: a be we muſtfirſt drinke with him in his bitter cup, as him- 
glory, ſelfe fpeaketh to his beloued Apoſtles, that before we 
Rom.8.29. are called of God to enter into his ioyes, we are firft 
Mar.30,32-23 called to ſuffer tribulatien , for Cori. alſo  foferes, for 
vs leaning vs an exampie that wee ſhould follow his 

x.Pet, 2.21, ſtepper , as Peter affirmeth , that if wee bee hcires 
Rom,8. 17, with Chriſt, we muſt firſt ſuffer with bim. that we may 
| alſo be glorified with him, as Pas] ioyneth them. 
And finally , that m_ Chritt of his infinite grace, 

being rich for our ſakes became poore, that through his 

3.Cere8,g9, poncrty we might be made rich, that theſe ſpiritiiall and 
heauenly rreaſurcs arc bettowed yponnone, but vp- 

' onthoſe, who being humbled with ſorrowes and af- 
fictions 


\4 46'3 | 4 35 . "he +30, 
Conſolations arifing from the ſufferings of Chrif. 
fictions, are poore in ſpirit, as him(elfe teacheth ys, 
And therefore the holy Apoſtle preparing vs for this 
glory and aduancement, doth exhorc ys to /et the ſame 
minde be in vs which was in Teſus Chriſt, who being in the 
forme of God , made himſelfe of no-reputation , but tooke 
»por hins the forme of aſeruant , and humbled bimſclfe 
and became vbedient vnts the death, encn the: death of ; 
the Croſſe. So that if we Kill feaſt with Chriſt in hea- 
ver we mult faſt with him. on earthy if we will eat with. 
him at histableof. che bread of life, and ( as he ſpeak- v 
eth) drinke wine with.him in his kingdome, we muſt, 
in this worldly priſon and pilgrimage, cate with him 
ofthe bread of affliction, and drinke of the water of 
forrow ;. and here we muſtlabour andtrauell whileſt 
theſe working-dajes of life laſt, if there we would keep- 
an cuerlaſting Sabbath;. and worke in the Vineyard, if 
we will at the cuening , receiue that penny and wages. 
ofcternall happinefle, To this purpoſe one aith, thou, , - 
© Lordleſuartvnto me both an example and reward Canton ns : 
of ſuffering, and both doe ſtrongly provoke, and ve- 
hemently inflame me ;thouzeacheſt my hands-to fight 
by the example of thy fortitude, and after -yitory thou 
crowneſt my head with rhe preſence of thy maieſty; 
and therefore whether 1 ſee thee fighting, or expe 
thee to crowne me, or rather asthe crowne of ray 
- glory, inbothrhou doſt wonderfully allure mee, and 
Foth is a chaine ynreſfiſtable to draw me, Pull me then 
after thee, & I will gladly follow thee, but more gladly 
inioy thee; for if thoubceſtſo good,OLord, to thoſe 
that ſceke & run afterthee, what. wilt thou be to thoſe 
who finde and poflefſe thee? And this1s very conſo- 
nant, & agreeable with reaſongthat nohe ould raigne- 
with Chriſt, but thoſe whe hauefirſt ſuffered withhim:: 
for the diſciple is nor abone bus Maifter, nor the ſernant- 
abone hu_ Lord : it # enough for the diſciple to bee _ 


Phil 2,5, 6. 7; 


*@ 


# 


Matth.24.25. 


Luſk, 23-3b 


4 
Isk-1 5.20, 
Fi 


Luk. 24.26, 


' Lib. 2 


es RES. 
- Conſotarions ariſing from the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
his maifter is, the ſernant as his Lord. If they haue cal- 
led the' iaifter of the houſe Belz.cbab, how much moye 
them of the hanſehold? If they haue done theſe things to 


greene tree, what ſhall be done to a drie? And our Sa- 


viour telleth all his diſciples, that as"the,men of the 
world had perſecuted him, ſo they would alſo perſe- 
cute them. The adopted ſonnesof Godarenot t5 be 
preferred: before the naturallſonne, who js the chicfe 
of the family: ir is ſufficient, and a wonderfull fauour, 
if they be admitted to any equality, And therefore if 
the Prince of our ſaluation, was conſecrated by afflitti- 
0115, and by his greeuous and manifold ſufferings. ene 
tred into his glory, why ſhould wee expe a preui- 
ledge abouc him ? It is not ſutable and firthar an af- 
flited head ihou'd haue a pampered body and mem- 
bers euen languiſhing in caſe and delicacy , It be- 
commeth nor the ſeruantcoliue in idlenefſe and plea- 
ſure , when as the maſter wearieth himſetfe With 
paines and labour ; northat the Souldier ſhould be 
in Gatiſon, faring daintily and lying foft, when as the 
Captaine is in the field, induring all hardnefle, and ex- 


poling himſelfe ro immnn:rable dangers. And there- 


fore ſceing ourhead Chriſt was crowned with prick- 
ing thornes, ler not vs his members expe to be 
crowned with worldly glory, Secing our maſter hath 
taken ſuch paines, in our worke, and for our ſake, and 
our great Commander hach ſo couragiouſly encoun. 
tred our enemies, fighting vnto blood, and lofing 
his precious life, that we might obraine the viftory: 
let vs his ſeruants and ſouldiers inur& our ſelues with 


 Parience to ſuſtaine any labour, and attempt any ſer- 


uice, thoughneuer ſo dangerous ,which he appoin- 

teth , that ouercomming, we may alſo triumph with 
him in glory and happineſſe, 

But this (alas) is aboye the ſtrength and courage 

| which 


4Þ 


Confolaront ariſing from the ſffringrof Cir 


which wehaue by nature, whereof ir eommerhro paſſe © 
that howſocuer many would, gladly be £onforniabte 5s yed2.6. 
with Chriſt in glory'; yet few would belifievnto kin Thet meny 


z3n afflitions z many would be partakers of his crowne; 
but few are content to beate his croſle ; many would 


follow him to cat of hisbread, but few are-Wuling tO arc content ro 
drinke of his cup ; many wouldtriumph in his gloty, ſuffer with bis... 


but few are couragious and confiant infighting his 
battels ; Finally, many would gladly goe vmto hea- 
ven ; bur they are veterly vnwilling'co follow Chriſt 
in the ſame way ; they wouldafcend with Chriſt plo- 
riouſly from. Mount Oliuet in the nce of thejr 
friends , but they will nor- firſt: accompany him to 
Moune Caluary ignominiouſly to ſuffer with himin 
the middeſt of their enemies, But as one ſaith, if thou 
wilt be a Diſciple,it is thy duty co follow thy maſter ; 
now if he went by afflition vatohis kingdome; and 


thou wilt goethither by caſe and profperity , thoure.. 
Fuſcſt his way and chooſeſt another, and therefore 


how wilt thou not following follow him? how wile 
thou be called his Diſciple, ſecing thouart nor: con- 
rent to walke in bis ſteppes? ./F (as the Apoſtle fpea- 
keth ):chow wilt know bims and the vertne of bis voſurre- 


Rion , thou muſt firſt hawefelowſbip with himin his affii- Phil; 10,11 


Hions, end be made conformable unto bi deKth,, ' that by 


any meanes thou maieſt attainento the reſurrettion of 


the dead, Which that we may doe wirhpatience und 
comfort , let 'vs often meditate on thoſe afflitions 
& miſerics which our Lord & Sauior Icſus Chriſt(be- 
ing theeternall ſon of God, & ſo dearly beloued;thar 
ie him 'slone he is well pleaſed) hath ſuffered for vs: 
As for cxample, when we are in poucrty.and pincheg 
with worldiy wants, lct vs remember that the [ord of 
beauen and earth, was for 'our ſakes ſo deſtitute of 
earthly comforts,that hc had not an houſe ro hide his: 
headin:When weate iniurionſly. traduced and yniut 


S 


=: 


would willngly. 
reigue with 


Chriſt but ſew 


Chriſoſl.in Heb 
12. Hemi (. 39,. 
in morali. 


A,},.ETf7. 


. Confolations ariſing frm the ſufferings of Chriſt. 
Iy landered.ler vs callto mindtharour Sauiour, whe 

>: 2 was the Lamb without ſpot,moſt inanocentand ful of 
«al goodnefie;was called awine bibber,a friend to pub- 
licansayd finners,an impoſter,and one who did all bis 

| miracles by the helpe of Beckzebub theprince of di= 
© ..,. vals; When weareill requited by thafſe of whom we 
4 $.«43% \haucwell deſerued,forſiken by: our friends inthe time 
of pur peed and berrared bythofe who:ftand obliged 

vato vs by many beneficszlerys think with our ſtlues, 

that our deare Lord was zbus vſcd before vs; for thoſe 
ſuughthisdefiuttion whomhe came to ſauc; his difs 
ciples/and fallgyvers' forſake hin and flic away-in his 

greateſt oxtremMty;: and' one: whom he had dignified 

withthe honor of an Apotile, and among all the men 

_____ _ of the world, had chofen for one of the twelue; and 
+... - honored with his cbiefe feruice and choifſe: prefers 
mepts;doth:im lue of all his benefits, plot his ruine,and 
becraicth him-imto the: cruell hands | of his. blood- 

thirky encmics.Finally arewe diſgracefully apprehen. 

ded, haled to the judgement ſear, falſly accuſed; vniuſt- 

ly. condemned;buffered; whipped; -mocked; ſcorned, 
—_—_ ta dic a ſhamefull' and painfult death? 

ler vs comforc ourſclues wichthis confideration, that 

che only ſanneof God, who aboue all cthers was.moſt 

deare to hisdeaucnuly father,did ſuffer theſe-and many 

other miſcries,andhath feafoned and ſweerned thefe 

bitter waters; by'bathing in then his moſt-blefſed bo 
dy.And'to:conclude,are we not only rhus affliedin 

our bodies and (tates, but alfo in our ſoutes much vex« 

ed and troubled, with the tentations of ſathan and the 
world;with the burcthen offinne,and the apprehenfion 

of Gads wrathandrterrors ofdeath: and het{?thenice 

vs. firengthen and:refrefhiour faintiagihearts with this 
meditation, that: Chriſt himiſelfe was thus tempred, 

thathe bare at once: the burthen, not of ' one: mans 

finne alone, bur of all the-faithfull and eleft/and did: 


ROT 


fg 


Cha . 0, ©6yJ9 | ; $5 "Py 
he ſolations arifing from the ſufferings Rb, : 
notonly (like vs taſte and fip of thewine of Gods wrath, - 
bur did drink the very 'dregs thereof eten tothe bvrtoth. 
'Asrhetfore they were accuſtomed to protioke Elepbants ..._._... 
vnto the fight, byſhewing them the bloo@of Grapes or *'Mach.634, 
Mulberies:foler ys encourage ourſelues to fight couragi- 

ouſly againft worldly afflitions, that wee may with pati. 

ence conquer and onercome them, by looking on the'af- 

fictions, miſcries and wounds of our Sauiour, and vpon 

thoſe ſtreames of blood which'fo abunditly lowed from 

his head & ſhonlders, hands & feet, and laſtly fro that pre- 

tious founraine gf his pierced heart, Foras one faith, We p,,u, tot-re- 
will with eafe beare our light and little afflitions, if we bimw, f recor-- 
would but confider what'grearer chingshe ſiiffered for vs demar quid 
vpon _ m_ -_ —— vnto ROI _ _ —_— 
as out of apulpit he powertully preacheth a ſermorf of; 2100 
Phniences by Qu) Fi ; ot 67 
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tefudly perſwaderh vs ro fuffer alittle for Am aſiin, 
im,who for ys hath ſuffered To'mugh;For as rhtPhyitiÞ ſuper pſalmere, 
cannot vſe a ſtronger reaforito'move his patientts take's. 
loathed & ſuſpeRed potion, then whe before him(to ſhew 
that there ts no-hurt ordangerin the iscontent not only 
£0 taft his medicine, batro drinke anwchAtonger of thi 
fame kinde in a'doubſe quantitie;; ſ6'th&rk cannor bee'a 
mere effeAuall moriue ro perſiwkdeystbldhok of Chrilts 
bitter cup,then when wee confider, that hebimfelfe hath 
not only begun to ys, burhath drank a farre greater mead- 
{are,gothe iiy dregs theteofeuentso the buttome; And — +: 
hits the Apoſtle petfwading vs With patifce ro rin > 
afflicted race that is ſet before vs,doth wil vs to /ookzwnto Heb.,r2,1..5:. 
Teſus the author & fiſher - our faith, whofor the ioy chat © 
'was ſer before hins, endured the troſſe, & deſpiſed the ſhame, 
'& 65 ſet at the Ks hand of ntrotrrn;h 5 a; & to conſider 
"him that endured ſuch ſpeaking af ainſt. of finners, leaffwee h 
ſhouldbe wearied & faint jn our minds; Andthiis our Satit- I-hi15,206. 
our armed his diſciples agiinft the hatred of the world;by 2 © 5554 
putting themin minde that it hated him firſt, And _— y 
| arner.: 


| Chapizo ; 640 5L- iba. 
| | (onſolations eviftiug from the ſufferings of Chrif. 

_ . fatherexhorteth vs,with patience to ſuffer afflitions,en- 

Fibe,egr* covraging our (clues by Chriſts example; Drink(faith he) 

ealicers a#4> '() (houticke man, this bitter potion, that being diſeaſed 

fr chou maiſt recouer health, Fearenottotakeir, ſeeing to 

Jane ci/-19, free thee from this feare, thy phylition hath begun vnto 

N-trgidare thee & drunk afull draught of his bitter paſſion. He drunk 

TY _ vatothce who hauing nofinne, had nothingin him that 

yn cr mas needed curing; refuſe not thento pledge him who art ſick 

Avzuſt.in in fin, & being full of corrupt humours,needeſt purging ; 

Pal 48, but be content co drinketill the birterncſle of this world 

bf paſſing away, that happy time ſhall come, wherein there 

© ſhall beneither feyernor conſumption. Let vs therefore in 

--..* All our, affliQions ſer before vs the ſufferings of oyr in- 

' _nocent Sauiour which he endured withall meekriefle for 

+ 4 | ourſakes, ſaying with Thomas whe we heare of his death, 

loh.1126, Letys alſo goe that we may die with him, Letyslooke vpon 

.,,_ eurgreatcommander falting,watching, & fighting vnto 

 bloodin the middeſt of the royall army cfhis Saints;and 

ſay with Vriah, My Lord leſus, & the ſeruants of my Lord 

2.Sam-I1 11. abide inthe open fields; ſhall I goe to my howſe cate drivke, 

and take my pleaſure? And when we are ſtung with theſe 


"fiery ſerpents ofatflition let ys caſt vp aureyes vatothe 
eruc brazen ſerpent Iefus Chriſt, havging vps hiscroſle, 
& this will heale ys & mitigate tbe heat = our impaticcy: 
Yea this cofideration wil enable vs,not only to bear alour 
Cel-r,24, Croſſes, withpaticce & comfort, but alſo(with PanLto re- 
foyce in owr ſuſfringsin that we do fulþhthe reſtof theafflittios 
| of Chriſt in our fleſh for bis bodies ſake which s the Church. 
. the which alſo the Apoſtle Perer requireth of vs ; Rejoice 
1.Per,4 13, - (faith he)in as mwch 45 ye are partakers of Chriſts ſufferings, 
that when bis glory ſhall appeare ye may be glad & reiojce. 
RomS.!y9, Forwe ſhall be heires mn ia his glory if we be co- 
| partners with hiia in his afflitions, & if we ſuffer with him 

Tim 212, Wee ſhall alſoraigne with him, as the Apolile teacherh ys, 


ba 


__ Cuarn, 


ai” 


I ib.2. 651. _ | Chap.31, 
Of the miſeries which worldlings ſuffer for earthly vanities, 


— 


CHaP;, XX XI1. 


That we may much comfort our ſelues by comparing our afflifli- 
ens with the pumſhments of the wicked, from which Chriſt 
hath freed vs, 


24@)><©N D thus may we comfort our ſelues in our 
- => <E” 7 = . . 
: Wz- crofles and miſcries , by comparing them 


\&; 
=. 


? gotten and dearly beloued of his Father , 
haue ſuffered before vs: Now in the ſecond placelet vs com- 
pare our crofſes and calamitics which we find in the firaight 
way that leadeth-ynto life eternall, with thoſe troubles and 
_ miſeries which worldly wicked men mieete with, whileſt 
they labour to ſatisfie their carthly defires, in the fruition of 
meere trifles and worldly. vanities; and thatboth in _ 
of this life and the life to come, In this life they purchaſe 
.the thinges which they ſer their hearts ypon atſuch deare 
| prizes, thatnone in their right wits would enuy their bar- 
2aine, or defire their penny-wotth, if they did but know 
how deare they coft them. For to ſay nothing of their ſpi- 
rituall puniſhments, which like furies continually haunc 
them as the wrath of God inflamed and inraged againſt 
them , for their groſſe crimes and grieuous wickednefle 
committed by them, whileſt they ſecke by vngodly meanes 
to compaſſe their defires, which. their guiltincſſe maketh 
them often to apprehend, and muſi needs bee molt terrible 
when itis apprehended; the affrighting terrours of aneuill 
conſcience, which night and day, alone and in companie, 
doe continually purſue them,as it were with an Hue-an-cry, 
The dreadfull expeRation of Gods terrible judgments, - 
which daily hang ouer their heads in this life, andthe day 
of death, which they know not how ſoone it will y_— 
| Aaa an 


with thoſe much more gricuous affiiQ- worldlings (uf 
ons, which 'the holy Saints of God, yea, fir, for the atta 
our Saviour Chrift himſelfe, the onely be- ing vnto earth- 


Habac.2.1 3. 


— 653 Chap,31, 
Of the wiferier which warldhngs ſuffer for earthly wanitirs, 
and take then from al their worldly delights and comforts, 
which they loue more deately chen their owne ſoules, and 
hale them, wil they,nill chey,before Gods fearefull tribunal 
feate, thereto receive the ſentency of condEnation, whereby 
they ſhalt be adiudged to thoſe cuerlaſting rorments of hel 
fire; to ler paſſe, I ſay, theſe ſpirituall plagues and puniſh. 
ments of wicked worldlings (which notwithſtanding are 
incomparably greater then all the affliAions and miſeries 
which are poſſibly incident yrro any faithful] man or ſound 
Chriſtian) how great are the corporall and outward miſe- 
ries which they willingly vndertake and ſuffer ,being byred 
with bare hopes of attaining vnrto worldly vanities? How 
doe they ſpend themſelues, weaken their ftrength, hazard 
theirhealth, wearie, and cuen weate out theit bodies with 
roylc and labour, forthe obcaining of carthly trifles? Yea, 
how &o they tyre themſclues in the workes of wickedneſſe, 
thinking no danger too dangerous, no paines too painſull 
which they vndergoe andtake, for the fruition of their ſfin- 
fall pleaſures; by their worldly and temporary torments, 
making way and preparing themfelues, for thoſe which are 
endlefſe and cuerlafting ?. So the Propher ſpeaking of the 
wicked of his times , faith, That rhey raught theit rongurs to 
ſprake lies, and tooke great paines to doe wickedly, And inthe 
booke of Wiſdome they are brought in complaining, that 
they had wearied themſelnes in the way of wickedneſſe and de- 
ffruftion, going through deſerts where there /ay nd way; and fo 
paſſing through worldly tormenrs into the rorments of hel. 
The which is-noted by the Propher, as a ſearfull iudgment 
of God vpon them, Behold (faith he) it not of the Lord of 
heaſ#s, that the people ſhall labouy in the very fire, and wearie 
themſelues for very vanity? For whereas the fanhſu}] by their 
niany tribulations doe enter into the kingdome of heauen; 
theſe profeſſed martyrs of the world, doe by as great rrou- 
bles andmiferies emer into the kingdome of darkneffe,snd 
by their terporatie paines, make purchaſe of everlaſting 
puniflunents. 
Buc 
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En | 
. Of the miſeries which worldings ſuffer far earthly vanities 


But for the better clearing ofthis point, ler vs confider of 
the examples both of former ages, and of our owne preſent 


times; and wee ſhall plainely ſce that the miſeries which 


| Ehap,zr, 


d.SedZ;2. 
Ms of 

F | athen men pa- 
worldlings have and doe ſuſtaine, are no lefle gricuovs, and tiently Pars 


incomparably more vn comfortable then thoſe which the great affliftions 


faithſull endure in their way to Gods kingdome, they bee, /®! 'be compaſ- 
n 


ing depriued of the preſent -conlulations of Gods holy / 


Spirit, and the hope of future happineſle, the want where. 
of maketh the lighteſt burtheriof affliion heavie and in- 
tolerable;euen a5 their preſence doth make the heavieſt and 
moſt bitrer, light and ſweet, For what afflictions doe the 
Saints ſuffer for God and his kingdome ; which even meere 
heathen men haue not voluntarily and chearefully endured 
forthe worldand the fruites of worldly vanities? Arethey 
afflicted with pouerty ? Fabricins willingly and chearſully 


Jy 


beares it, and after ſo great command and many victories, * 


he is content to follow husbandrie to get his Jiving, to ſup 
in his chimney commer with rootes and; hearbes;, and for 
' want of meanes is conftrajined t@ gccept'of portions for his 
daughters out ofthe common purſe. And /alevinus Publicels 
after his famons conſulſhip dyeth ſo poore, that he was bu- 
ried at the publick charge. Are they affl;Red with the death 
of their deareſt friends, of their children, yea,of their owne, 
onely, and moſt hopefull ſonnes? Many of the Heathen 
have borne this croſle with great patience and magnani- 


mous courage,as Anexagoras, Pericles, Xewophon, Demoſthe- Plutarch. de 
nes, Dis, Antigonns, and many other,as Plutarch witneſferh. © ang Apol- 


Are they cxiled from their native home ? .Rutilizes and eM- 
ri/tides, though vniuſily baniſhed our of their dearly loued 
countries, doe with conſtant meekenefſe beare the waight 
of this heauic burthen, Are they whipped.and cruelly ſcour. 
_ ged by mercileſie enemies? The Laredemenian children 
made this but a game & maiſtery , wherein they contended 
one with another, who ſhovld engvre with patience mol & 
ſharpeRt liripes, t1]] their bodies were ſo cruelly torn, thas 
they bardly eſcaped with their lives. Are theytubicAco = 
; Aaa 2 ie 


gof the earth. 
ly defgres. 


— 


Se.) "65 © Chap.yn, 7 
Of the * 9 which worldlinys ſuffer for earthly vanities. 
firie triall? CAfucinms Scewela voluntarily and ynmoueably 
endures this torment, vntill his greatelt enemie was More 
wearie in ſecing, then he in ſuffering ic. Are they adiudged 
to death and brought out to execution? Socrates having 
drunke the deadly Hemlocke ,  dyeth diſcourſing in his 
divine Philoſophie. X.Curtivs leapeth voluntarilyinto the 
.  noyſome and deuouring gulfe; and the Decy devote them- 
. ſelves to affured death for the preſeruation of their armies. 
- Are they vexed with-torments, and ſee death approaching, 
with his molt vglie viſage and vizard, andapparelled in his 
moſt terrible habite ? eArrilivs' Regulus willingly offers 
hinſclte to ſuffer theſe exquiſite rortures, & when hee might 
haue fled from them with ſome ſmall impeachment and di- 
ſparagemenr to his pagantfh faith, he ſtanderh fill, rill they 
Doe bib de catch him, orrather meertsthem 1n the midde way. Finally, 
WW . ad.5. Demetrius (as Seneca reporteth) profeſſeth himfclfe readi* 
> _ and willing to endure the encounters of ahy.afflictions. 
Herein alone (faith he) O ye immortall Gods, yec giue vn- 
ro me juſt cauſe of complaining, in that before yee brought 
vpon me thete croſſes and calamitics, yee-did not acquaint 
me with your will, for had I knowne it, I would willingly 
haue offered my ſelfe. to ſuffer theſe things, which I now 
endure being called by you to vndergoe them, Will you 
takeaway mychildren from me? Ihave bred and brought 
them vp for you. Will ye haue any part of my bodie? Take 
it-ynto you; neither is it much that I offer, ſeeing ſhortly I 
ſhall leave the whole, - Will ye haue my ſoule? Why ſhould 
you not? neither will Ibe againſtic,that you ſhould atplea- 
ſurercfumethat which you have firſt given, You ſhall haue 
whatſoever you require from- une that is willing to part 
with it. What then doe Icomplaine of ? I had rather yolur- 
tarily offer vnto you what you would have, then'delivuer it 
ypon-demand. What need you to haue raken itby force, 
ſeeing you might haue recciuved it on free-will, Bizrnow 
_ allpluck nothing from me, ſeeing nothing is wreſted, 
{+ that which is retained, I am innothing conſtrained, I 
| |  GE'# ſuffer 


. Lib.2, | i 655 Chap.3r, 
Of the miſeries which worlUmgs ſuffer for earthly vanities, 
ſufter nothing ageinſt — Neither doe 1 ſeruilely ſerue 
God, bur voluntarily afſentynto him.By all which and ma- 
ny other examples, it may appeere that the paganes andin- 
fidels haue with great patience, confiancie and courage, 
ſuffered as great and heauie croſſes and calamitics, as are 
incident vato vs; having nootherend, forthe moſtpart,bue 
worldly glory, and to continue and cternize their name and 
fame vyato all eternitie; and therefore how much more 
ſhould we endure and ſuffer farre greater miſeries with all 


ioy and chearfulneſſe, ſeeing they tend not onely to the 


glory of our gracious God, but alſo to the furthering and 
aſſuring of our cuerlafting happineſke. 


| Butnotonely haue men in times paſt beene fubie to d. Seft.3. 
great and innumerable afflitions , Griche compalling of 0f the pains, 


[1 


their worldly defires, but cuen in theſe dayes, they arc, in dangers aud mi- 


a ing at the ſame ends, liable to the like miſerics.For whar/©*, which 
ifficult 


ies-ard- dangers , what exceſſive paines and toyle= /, for the attaj= 


ſomelabours , doe ambitious men vndertake that they may 


ken with cares, and their hearts with greefes, in plotting 
the meanes of their preferments, and inbeeing croſſed in 
their __—_— how doe they. beate their braines in tudy= 
ing Machianelirpollicies, and in contrivingmeanes fort 
oucrthrowing of their enemies, for the ſupplanting of their 
competitours, that themſelues may riſeby their fall, yea for 
the cunning betraying of thoſe-ynto whom they profeſle 
leue & friendſhipRandingin their way,ſo as they way haug 
theirbahe,and yetneuer Tote who hurt them? Wichwhas 
feares are they-racked left they, ſhould:be catched in their 
owne vets? And what forrowes doe they fuftaine, when as 
they are ouertaken and ſupplanted by thery ax whoſe heeles 
they tripped? Neither. doetweu take leflepaines, or ynder- 
$oe fewer: dangers, or/cpduxe fmalles/ or lighter muſtzies 
or che-objaining- of the Mammon ef -iniquidie;: The: bul- 
bandiman js yexed with thecold of Winter, and:theheate 
of Sommer. He toyleth in the myre and dirt, and hisþody 
By Aaa 3 Is 


ning unto earth= 


aſpire ynto worldly honours ? How are their heads bro- {y trifles, 


Lib. 2. ; f £ - wb i | v 4 G Chap.31r | ; 
Of the miſorier which worldin8ſuſfer for carahl Genefite. | 
is ſubie& ro the iniqgjes df Ronnie tewpeſts; boyſtcrous 
winds, hayje, ſoow, aadallweathers; he waſteth bis bodice, 
and conſumeth his ſtrength in digging, ditching;hedging, 
plowing, threſhing, ſowing, reaping; carting, having no 
other comfort to [irengthen him , but the hoped harueſt 
which ſcldome anſwercth vnto his aver greedie expeAa- 
tion, The Merchant ravelleth by ſes and land, and is expo. 
ſed to innumerable dangers,toſtormes and leakes, to rocks 
and wracks,to the robberies of mercileſſe pyrats,and the in- 
juries of Jawlefſe barbarians, by many whereof he is often- 
times overtaken, and ſeldome eſcaperh:them all. And all _ 
theſe paines and dangers herakethand' runneth into,onely 
. in hopeof obtaining ſome riches, 'of which hee ſometimes 
faileth, running into great lofles, whileft hee purſued ſinall 
gaineszor though hee doe attaine vnro that which he ſcek- 
eth, yet is hee as much troubled in the poſſeſſion, as inthe 
purſuite; and afcex al his paines in getting, and-carein keep- 
ing, he ismoſt of all cormented, when as loofing that which 
. is endeared yntohim by induring ſo much for it, his heart 
«Wer vf ":.., lieth opentoletin greefeand ſorrow, So that (as one ſaith) 
Eads perdis by all theſe exceſſive cares, labours and manifold dangers; 
vt doleas.B:r. they ſecke to obtaine, obtaineto.looſe, and looſe to greeue, 
ward. ſerm.de The ſouldiar to maimaine himſclfc in his eftate and calling, 
$#4nque 3999 endures innumerable and greeuous miſeries; bee watcheth 
_—_—— and wardeth, he lyerh hardly and fareth barely, he runneth 
deſperatly into any dangers, and endurath-the incounters of 
mightic enemies,he is ſubieR daily to wounds and meimes, 
andis continually expoſed ro peril} of death; atLwhich hee 
yndertaketh and ſuſtainerhwirh courage and comfort, for 
the gayning of ſome ſmal pay, which he vo ſooner receiueth 
but hee preſently ſpeaderh it or for the purchaſe of ſome 
Fnokie Ann the commendation of his Generalt,or the 
vpplauſe'of tys fellow-ſouldiars, -So whatpainesand tor. 
mentsdorhthe'ficke man endure, thathce may recouerhis 
tmpayred health? What cutting and laneing\, what ſerch- 
ing and ſearing, what coraliues and m—_—_— what dif- 
JGREs talte 


6 Lib.z;. 


FS 


"0 a” 
rae and logtbſomnefle doth he endure, whileſt he chawerh 
the pills which be canoor ſwallow, and whether hee will or 
no, caſteth vp againe che loathed potion ? an@yer often- 
times he is deceived of his hope , his medicine being his 
poyſon, which killeth, inſteadof curing him. Orthough 
he attaineth vnto that healthwhich be expeRteth,ic is onely 
a repriuall from death and vo deliverance; no full freedome 
from greefes and paines, but a further enabling of him by 
recovery of ſtrength, to endure them longer. Finally, we ſee 
what paines are ſuftained by ignorant idolaters, and what 
affligions and miſeries are with patience endured by the 


blind and ſuperſtitious in their will-worſhip and idolatrous ' 


ſerviee , The Baalits cut andlance themſeJues before their 
doll; the Papifts goe bare-foote on pilgrimages totheir j- 
mages of Saints, and cruclly whip themlelues before their 
crucifix; many of the Iewes would endure any torments,ra- 
ther then they wouldcate ſwines fleſh;and theTurkes them- 
ſclues would rather dye,then blaſpheme their falſe Prophet 
CHMabomet, or lying Alcharon. In a word, worldlings of 
any ſortare content with patience to ſuffer any miſerie for 
the fruition of their earthly defires, and the pleaſing of their 


| Chap.zy. 
hly vanities,” 


*. 


Sitanta ſuffers 


carnall appetite; and though they arenot aſſured to arraine |,,;,,, mundo 
ynto them, yetthe very bare hope of enioying dothlighten v: poſideat vu- 
all their labours, and {weeten vnto them their moſt diflaſt.. de pereatauanta 


full ſorrowes. And therefore, if worldly men are content bet (»fferrene 
pereat, Anguph, \ 


things which further their deſtrution, how mnch more 
cheartully and patiently ſhould we ſuffer farre greater croſ- 
fes, that wee may atraine ynto ſaluation, If they ſuffer ſo 
much for Mammon and things of no worth, let vs be aſha- 
med, to be vnwilling to ſuffer ſomuch and more for Chrift, 
and the fruition of heauenly happinefle. Ifthey endure fo 


. many miſerjes for temporarie trifles , which they are not 


ſure to obtaine #fter all their paines and travailes, nor tore= 


: raine them for one houre, though they ſhould have them 
- inpoſicffion; how much rather ſhould wee with joy and 


Aaa 4 thank» 


: ro ſuffer ſo many afflifions, that they may obtaine thoſe lib.de pabient, 
c4þ-6, 


5. ES St Chap.3r. 
T hut our freedeme from helliſhtorweuts may mach comfort vs. 
thankfulneſle endure all crofſe and calamities, for the aflured 
fruition & cuerlafting poſſtſſion of God himſelfe, and thoſe 
ynſpeakeable ioyes of his heauenly kingdome? Iris the lot 
of the molt ro ſuffer many. miſeries in this life; -and-(as one 
Alia eſt autem ſaith inthis world, not to feare, greeue, labour and bee in 
ſpes —_—_— danger, it is meerely- impoſſible ; bur ſeeing farre other is 
; 09 am 2, the hope of the godly, then of the wicked, farre other the 
- merces.ehc. 4u- fruit of their labour, and much richer the reward of their 
gu{t.epiſt.ad Lar- dangers ;-it is principally to bee reſpected for what cauſe, 
gum.epip.32.. with whatexpeRation, and to what endevery.one indureth 
chryſoft. in 2, theſe croſſes and milcries. And cherefore(as anutber perſiva- 
Cor.12.Hom,26 deth) if thou art a diſciple of Chriſt grudge not , nor take it 
| greeuouſ]y.coenterinto the ftraight and aff]. ted way,confi 
dering that if thou be not by this meanes 2fflied thou wil: 
afſuredly ſuffer tor ſome other cauſe ; thovgh fruitlefſe anc] 
ynprofitable, For the envious nd cauetous man;hee that 13 
inflamed with the loue of harlots, and ambitious of vaine> 
glory , yea cuery one whoſoeuer runnerth wicked courſes, 
doth ſuſtaine many moleſtatiens & atflictions&c, And ther» 
fore ſecing howwſoruer we carry ourſdlues, it- is altogether 
neceſlary that we ſhonld ſuffer tribulations; why ſhould we 
not makechoiſe to ſuffer in the way of righteouſnes, which 
with our atflictions wil bring vnto vs innumerable crownes 
of happincfle, ._- | 
| And thus many we comfort our:felues, by comparing our. . 
$etti4- croſſes and atflictions, with thoſe which warldly men ſuffe g 

Thatwe M2) © forthe obtaining of monentany- vanities > but much more 
Tender "if ves May we becomforted, if wecompare themwith thoſe euer- 
compare our . laſting and helliſh corments, which after theſe temporary 
light affiftions puniſhments they ſhall endleſly ſuffer with.the:Dewill and 
wih the helÞſh his Angels. For-they- ſhall eternally bee purſued with the 
tormentsof the” fierce wrach of God, which lying vpon our Saviour, buefor 

damned, TRI DT ! "g 
4 a while for our finaes, and that;atiche ſametime, with ſome 
comfortable aſſurance of :50ds loue -did force him to crye 
out, My: God my Ged,why haſt thou forſaken me; they ſhalſfor 
euerboyle,burne andbroyle, in choſe ynquenchable o__—s 
| a t Ca: \ WILnNOUTE. 


Lib.z. * /639 | Chap.zr- 

T hat our freedome from heltiſb tormonts way much comfore vs. 
without having ſo much as adroppe of cold water to coole + 
their hear, Their tortures and pajnes ſhall bee intolerable, 
and yer without end, Theirmiſery ſhall be comfortles,and 
yet withour hope of future amendment, for the fire ſhall ne. 
uer go'our, and the worme dyeth not. Andas they are out- 
wardlyburncy and tormented, ſo inwardly they ſhall bee 
racked and tortured with the guiltinefle of finne, and the 
:terrours of an evil] conſcience, which ſhall.accuſe them as 
:ſel&&+murtherers, & the onely cauſes of al their helliſh miſe- 
ie; All which poſitiue pnniſhments will not be ſo grieuous 
ynto then, as their depriuation of glory and happingſſe, and . 
their cuerlaſting baniſhment out of the preſence of God, 
and the incftimable ioyes of his heauenly kingdome. For 
their rorments though neuerſo great, are ncuertheles finite 
intheir quantity, whereas their lofle is infinite, ſeeing they 
not onely looſe the ioyes of beauen, bur the fruition of God 
bimſclfe, Now vntotheſe puniſhments which they ſuffer di. 
realy and properly in their own perſons, we may adde thoſe 
which ſhall lye vpon them in regard of their company ; for 
beſides thoſe belliſh fiends and vncleane and filthy ſpirits, 
who will be ready to ſcorne,derideand inſult over them in 
their miſeries, executing Gods fearefull ivudgements with al 
malicious tyranny, they ſhall haue the fellowſhip of dam 
ned menlike therſelues, among whom they ſhall heare no- 
thing but direfull yelling and hideous crying, ſhrieking and 
blaſpheming,which will double and redouble their tortures 
and grieuous paines, All which and much more ( which 
' might be{poken of this argument, ific were pertinentto our 
preſent purpoſe) being conlidered , may ſerue to lighten all 
ourafflitions, and to yeeld vs comfort in all our croſſes, for 
ſeeing the Lord ofhis free grace and infinite mercies, hath 
through:his ſonne Chriſt ſauedand deliucred vs from theſe 
greateſt evils, and thoſe intolerable & euerlaſting puniſh- 
ments,though by nature we areno better then they þ ſuffer 
. them; and þoth by our originall corruption and ovr acuall 
manſgreſfians, which wehaue innumerable times Fronupſe- 
. Sw ©2 
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That we may re- 
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fort if wee com- 


Lib.2. q | 660 Chap.31 
' That the heanenly ioyes are onr thiefe comfort incroſſes, 
ted againſt Gods infivite maieſty, haue deſerved tobe parta- 
kers of thoſe endlefſe torments; well may we with patience 
and comfort, yea with exceeding thankfulnefle and joy vn- 
ſpeakeable,endure theſe light and momentany afflictions, 
as thinking our ſelues happy, that we are nor viterly conſu- 
med, and euerlaſtingly ſwallowed vp of that helliſh con- 
demnation which others ſuffer, | 
Laſtly, wee might reccite much confolationin all our 
croffes and calamities, if wee would often .compare.them in 
our meditations with thoſe cternall and heauenly ftoyes, 
which we ſhal attaine vnto at the end of our weariſome pi}- 
primage, after we have beenea while tryed and tyred with 
theſe light and momentany ſufferings. For there wee ſhall 
fide a moſt happy cataſtrophe and blefled change of all our 
crofles and miteries, there not onely fhall we hane all teares 
wiped from our cies , but our weeping ſhall beturned into 
laughter, and our ſorrow into ioy, as our Sauiour bath pro- 
miſed'ys, There ſhall wee finde that truely verified which 
the Apoſtle ſpeakerh, namely,hat owr preſent afflitions ave 
not worthy the glory which ſhall be rexealed, For (as elſewhere 
he ſaith) theſe light and momentany affiiHions ſhall canſe onto 
v1 a farre moſt excellent and an eternal waight of ployy ; and 
after our ſlight and ſhort paines which we take in travelling 
our journey, we ſhall come to an inheritance, immortall and 
ondefiled, and that fadeth not aWway, reſerned im heautn for vs; 
wherein wee hane canſe to reieyce, thengh now for a ſeaſon (if 
weede require ) wee are in heaumes, through many temtations; 
that the tryall of our Faith, being much more pretiens then gold 
that periſheth (ihoaugh i be rried with fire ) might be found vnto 
onr praiſe,and honor and glory, at the appearmg of [:ſas Chreſt, 
Finally there we ſhall not onely-be freed both in our ſoules 
and bodies, from all worldly miſeries,but alſo be made par- 
takers of ſuch ſurpaſhng and ineſtimable ioyes, as neither 
the ee hath ſeen, the eare hath heard,or the hart of man con- 
ceined, There we ſhall havethe fociety of the bleſſed Saints 
and Angels to commnnicate with vs tall our heppinefle, 
yea 


\ p 


| Lib.2, D 66x. ___ Chap.z1, 
That the heawenly iayer are owr cheefe comfort in croſſes. 

ea we ſhall have fellowſhip with our Sauiour Chriſt, who 

ath ſo deerly loved vs, and is now aduancedaboue alpows- 
ers and principalitics, and all things in heauen and earth. 
Yea we ſhal have the fruition of God himſg}fe, our ſummune 
boxnurs and cheetc happinefice, in whole prelence there is ful - 
neſſe of ioy for cvermore, he being ipfinite in all perfeQion 
& containing in himſelfe alcne all beauty,maicſy,glory,ex- 
cellency, vertue, goodnes, and whatfocuer may 'breloued, - 
defired or admired. Butoftheſe points I hauc largely ſpo- ve cortewpe of 
ken in the other part of this treatiſe, and therefore need noe the world. Lb.z, 
heere toinfik longer vpon them : anely let vsconfider,\thas ©h4p.3-t0 25 
' if aftertheſe ſhortandlighraffiiQionswe ſball arrajuevary + 
fuch vnſpeakeablehappmeſie, and having: poficllion ofthis 
glorious kingdome ſhal never be diſpofiefied, but after ma- 
ny millions of yeares ſhall be as farre from the ending of our 
joyes,as we were at our firſt entrance vnto them, wee haue 

at cauſe notonely to bee patient, butalſoto reioyce in 

our greateſt: miſcries and afflitions. For if worldly men 
doe comfort themaſclues in all their labours? dangers, and 
forrowes, by remembring that they ſhall baue anend, and 
thac they are the meanes tohelpe them to the attaining of 
earthly riches, honours andpleaſures? which when 'they 
enioy, they thinke all their paines and greefes ſufficiently 
recompenced, although they arc both yaine and momenta. 
by, ſoas they may outliue them,or are aſſured that at their 
ſoone-approaching death they ſhal dye with them, & leaue 
them comfortleſle inthis laſt and greateſt extremity ; then 
how much more ſhould our hearts be comforted, yea replc- 
niſhed wich ioy in all our crofles and afflitions? hed as we 
thinke with our ſeluesthat they are but ſhort and momen. 
tany, and that when they are paſſed, wee ſhal obtaine thoſe 
euerduring riches, and neuer fading: glory, thoſe endlefle _ 
pleaſures &cuerlaſting ioyes, which the Lord-who'is amoſt 
fure paymaſicr doth reſerue-for us inhis heaucoly king- 
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| That we muſt with our ſpiritual conſolations ioqneworldly com- 
forts, When by lawfull meaner we may enioy them, - 


Ser. YO ND thus haue Ihandled thoſefpirituall rea- 
Lk hoboghs SAVES ſons and arguments, which being duly con- 
not to neglect a= \ fidered, may bring vnto vs much comfort 
ny lawful & in-all ourcrofles, .V pon whichconſolations 
Meanes of come 25 we arecheefly and principally to:relie;; 
fort or froedome (f1je are nota negleRt thoſe ourward meanes and helpes, 
from the croſſe. 


of our crefſes; for as thenalone we are called of God to ſuf - * 
fer afflitions, when as we baue no lawfull meanes to auoide © 


or eſcape them; ſo can wee onely lie vnder the waight of 
this-burthen with comfort and good couſcience, whileſt 
we want theſe ineanes of freedome and deliuerance., For if 
when the Lord gracioufly granteth them yato.ys, wee will. 
got youchſafe to vie them; either becauſe wee would not 
part with our afflitions, as thinking them meritorious and 
fatisfaRorie for ſfinne , or becauſe wee would have the Lord 
grant vnto vs other meanes, more extraordinarie, and bets 
ter fitting our proud humours ; wee doe therein but terhpt 
the bond and are guiltic of all owne harmes, bearinginow - 
no more a crofſe ſent from God, but a burthen ofour.gwne 
making and impoſing ; neicher yer ſeruing Godanylonger 
in our obedience to: his will, but hecomming yoluitsric 
ſcruants and ſlaves vnto our. afflictions, whereby weiuftly 
deſerueto bee yicd like ſeruants vnder the law, who-refu- 
fing their libertie, when as it was lawfully offered vnto 
them 


Lib.2. | 663 __ _ Chap.32. 
' Of worlaly comforts to be wferhin our affiiftions, 
them, had in token of perpetuall ſervitude their eares bored 
with an awle vnto the dore,, and had never againe any offer 
of their freedome. Howbeir we muſt carefully take heed, 
that the mcanes which wee vſe for our deliuerie be inſt, ho- 
neſt and lawfull;for otherwiſe we ſhall be in worſe caſe then 
we were before, wounding our ſoulesro cure our bodies, 
and hazarding our cuerlafting happincſſe, for our. deliue+ 


rance out of light and momentanie miſeries, But of this ] See firſt booke 
haue before ſpoken, and therefore will heere thus breeflie ©42-5- Seh.r2, - 


paſſe it over, R 
Bur as wee muſt vſe thefe worldly meanes of our deliue- 


rance from affliftion when we haue them,ſo when we want 
theſe, wee muſt not negleR ſuch other meanes as may ligh- 


ten our loade, and ſweerten the bitterneſle of this loathſome wiſe and faith- 
potion. Of which, among many other, there are two cheefe /ul! friend. 


and principall. The firtt, is ro impart and lay open our 
greefes vnto our diſcreete and approved friends, that wee 
may receiue counſaile and comfort from them, For as an 
heauie burthen (which ro one alone. is vnſupportable) is 
made light and eafie, when asitis borne ypon many ſhoul- 
| ders; andastheſe wounds are moſt defperatly dangerous, 
and doe ſooneſt drowne the heart, which dge bleed in- 
wardly, and thoſe lefle perilous & ſooner cured which haue 
an outward iſſue; ſo the burthen of ſorrow which is intole- 
rable to one onely, is made much more eafie when ir is 
borne by diuers friends; and theſe bloudy ftreames of tribu« 
. lation, which having no externall vent, will drewne the 
heart with greefe; when they finde anoutward paſſage into 
the boofome of a. faithfull friend, are cafily cured by thoſe 
ſoveraigne ſalues of diuine and morall conſolation, which 
he through his wiſdome is able to apply vnto them. And 
therefore, as when we haue more labour and buſinefſe then 
we can well by our ſelues diſpatch, we vſuallycall in others 
' to affift and helpe vs, becauſe labour communicated, be- 
commeth cafie romany,which is impoſſible to one:ſo when .. 
the yoake of afflition doth ye ſo heauic ypon vs, that in 
; our 


GO 664 Chap.ze 
Of worldly comforts tobe vſed in our affiftions, 
our owne ſenſe we are readie to faint and Hoke vnder it, let 
vscall into our aide, our deare and faithfull friends, that 
by the helpe of their counſailes and comforts, we may bere- | 
freſhed and ſupported, Aud of this wee ſhall finde a double 
benefit; firſt, as it is an'caſe vntoour hearts, whenas they 
ynburthen themielues of greefe by complaining ; for as 
when the flood of ſorrow is pent in & dimed vp, iffo much 
the more ſwelleth and inwardly rageth, ſo when it hath a 
vent and free current, it will runne much more weakely and 
with greater ftilnefle, In which reſpe, men to eaſe them- 
ſclues are readie ro make mone to the bare walls and ſenſles 
trees ; becauſe, as they arc more irkeſome when they are 
ſmothered, ſoitis a comfort, if by any meanes they can but 
vtter them; and ſecondly, becaulc as ſorrow iflueth, and the 
heart emprtieth it ſelfe, ſo comfort entreth and repleniſheth 
it, whileft our friend :to whom we make knowne our cala- 
mities, doth give vs caſe and refreſhing, partly by his com- 
paſſion, feilow-ſeeling , condoling and pitying vs in our 
greefes,and partly by his wiſe counſails and ſweere confola- 
| tions both divine and morall, 
$ Sed.3. But yer we are to knowe, that not cuery friend js fir, ynto 
That choice is 10 x,hom we may communicate and lay open our greefes, for 
woe _ , there are ſome that handle ſores with ſo rough ap hand, 
| in: » hack that they rather bruiſe and hurt them, then cure and heale 
Ficate our Them,andareſo auſtere 2nd harſh jn their diſpoſition; ſo 
greefes. tart and cynicall in all cheir cariage and behaviour, that they 
are more likely to gaule new skinned wounds, and to make 
the ſores of ſorrow all melt healed to bleed afreſh, then by 
the {weete Balſum of comforc and diſcreete counſaile to 
give ynto their greeued patient any refreſhing. There are 
ome alſo which being in the contrary extreame are top too 
ſorrowfull and ouer paſſionate, weeping ouer wonnds ip 
Read of curing them ; vnto whorn ſorrow and greefe being 
imparted by pititull crycs and mournfull complaints, is c- 
choed back againe, aud fo redoublcd borhio the ſoundand 
ſtrength, like cwo fixes whea they mecte rogether. And fi- 
nally 
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Of wordly comforts to be v/cd in onr affliflionz, 

' nally,thete are ſome both faichful and willing, who through 
their want of wiſdome and experience, are not able toap- 
ly vnto vs fit comforts; vito whom we are no more toreſord: 
for the refreſhing of our ſoules tyred with forrow, becauſe 
of thetr friendſhip and loue towards vs, then wee doe for 
the curing of bodily difeaſes, make choice of vnskilfull 
enipericks becauſe they affeR vs; knowing that not loue, 
bat skill and learning doe cute diſcaſes, although they ate 
beſt when they are ioyned together. And therefore wee are 
_ romakechoice of ſuch a comforter, as is both compaſſio- 
fate, remprrate in his affeftions, and wife and difcreete 
ft his comforrs and counſailes; and not ſo onely wiſe, that 
hee is withall proud and cynicall ; nor fo onely pitiful 
and paffionzte, that hee is fit for nothing ; but with the 
ſhoiwres of reares to increaſe the flood of greefe, and ro 
make the fireame of ſorrow to runne with double violence. 
Afd becauſe Gods faithfull miniſtersare for the moſt pare 
che beſt able, and moſt readie to performe this dutie, who 
haue recciued from God the rongne of the learned, that they 
ſhould hnowe to miniſter « word in time to him that 6 weariez E13.50.4. 
therefore aboue all others, choiſe is to be made of them for 
this purpoſe, eſpecially when as their knowledge is ſweet- 
ned with loue, meckneſſe and humilirie; for otherwiſe it is 
_ a5 good to be withouttheir helpe as have it, when the dan- 

ger of the diſcaſe 15 much exceeded by the paines which 
rhey pur vs to, in their rude and rough curingit, Nowthar 
we may finde ſuch a friend in the time of our aduerfirie, the 
readieft way is tobe ſuch an one ynto others in their priefes, 2 
in the time of our proſperitie.Fot if inour plentie we are no = _— _ 

$xty a, que 
figgards of our good counſails and confolarions, but tend js ſecundis 
them freely vnto all difireffed chriftians, when they are rea- commodat, 
dic to faint in their affi:Gions; then ſhall wee in the time of 
our need finde ther returned vnto ys with plennifull yſurie 
and increafe, thc Lord rewarding ovr pietic and loue into 
. our booſomes, and neuer ſuffering vs to bee comfortleſit, 

who hate becne ſo.comfortable ynro others, 


The. / 
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Of worldly comforts to bewſedin our affiiftions, 

$Sedt.q. — The ſecond meanes of refreſhing our hearts oppreſſed 

The ſecond — With greefe, is by ioyning ſeaſonably our honeſt labours 

meanes of with lawfull recreations, For whereas idlenefle giveth full 

worldly comfort, ſcope and opportunitie vnto Satan and our owne corrupti- 

is awful "7 On, to aggravate and 2mfifie our affli tions, and gather 

Ce our bane? arguments againſt our owne peace and contentment, tor- 

labours. menting our ſelves with our owne conceipt and apprehen- 

fion, and (as it were) whipping our ſoules with rodds of our 

owne making; this ſerious employment in the buſineſſes of 

our callings, will pur all theſe conceiprs out of our mindes, 

and free vs from all other greefe, then that which wee are 

ſubie& vnto in preſent nds and feeling. And whereas idle- 

nefle maketh vs fall into deepe melancholie, by giving 

vnto vsſull leaſuxc and liBertie, not onely to meditate on 

preſent miſcries, but ro recall thoſe which are-paſt, and 

through ſeare to anticipate thoſe which are not yet come; 

the which humour is the very rurſe of diſcontent, and im- 

patiencie, and the tindar into which when the leaſt ſparke 

of affliction falleth, it is encreaſcd inthe apprehenſion, and 

within a ſhort time, becomes a great and vnquenchable 

flame; labour and continuall exerciſe, doth ſo wholy take 

vp the minde, that there is no place for this idle humour to 

ſertle in, nor any meanes to nouriſh it, though at the firſt 

we haue giuen way vnto it, Bur yetexcefſive and vnremit- 

ted labour, doth as much prepare the minde for the admit- 

Z ting of melancholie, as ſloth andidlenefle, and doth ne lefle 

poſſeſſe it with impatiencie and diſcontent; and therefore 

as the cheefe part of our time muſt be ſpent in taking paines, 

and in performing the duties of pictie and of our callings, 

- to put out of our minds all falſe apprehenfions and idle 

conceipts; ſo muſt wee allot ſome ſhare'thereofynto honeſt 

and lawfull recreations, as walking in pleaſant places, con- 

| ferences which are delightfull without offence, Poetrie, 

\ Muſficke, ſhooting, and ſuch other allowable ſports as beſt 

fit with mens ſeucrall diſpeſitions for their comfort and re- 


\- freſhing. And this is alike, though not cqually, neceſſary as 


the 


667 Chap.z 2, 
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the other, becauſe as toomucheaſe breedeth wantonneſle; 
ſo too muchlabour caufeth wearineſſe, of which the one,as 
well as the other, is the mother and nurſe of wawardneſle 
and impatiencie. Bur yet we muſt not at the firſt approach 
ing of our afflitions 1o vie theſe delights and recreations, 
that they keepe vs from applying them to our hearts, and 
making an holy vſe of them, foc the furthering of our re- 
pentance and mortification; as itisthe cuſtome of worldly 
men, who laugh out their forrowes, diſcountenance their 
new approached griefes, drowne their dolour with exceſ< 
five drinking , and keepe the noiſe of their afflitions from 
pearcing their cares or hearts, with the lowder clamour of 
their merry company; for ſo they will bee vato-vs as be- 
witching Syrens, which will rocke vs aſlcepe in carnall ſe. 
curitie, bring vs intoa ſpirituall lethargie, and to become 
ſenſleſſe both of ſmart and finne : bur inthe firſtplace wee 
muſt giue way vnto God by ſorrow for ſinne, which is the 
cauſe of our affliions, and vſe our croſſes, as hammers to 
driue repentance more deepely into our hearts, and thatbe- 
ing there throughly fixed and faftned, our peace made with 
God, and the mortall poyſon of our miſcries (which is fin) 
being taken away, then wee are by theſe comforts and re=- 
creations to refreſh our mindes, when they are tyred with 
the waight and continuance of our calamities,in the meane 
while carefully taking heed, that neither at firſt nor laſt, our 
ſports and delights doc not leflen our ſorrow for fin,which 
isalwaies too litle and farre ſhort of that it ſhould be; but 
onely mitigate our greefe for.our miſcries and afflitions, 
which too too often is exceſſive and immoderare, for as the 
ſalue being rightly applyed tothe ſore, doth heale and cure 
it, but being laide ypon the hole skinne,doth djaw a bliſter, 
and make the patient in work: caſe then hee was before; ſo 
if this medicine of delight and. lawull;ree ation, be well 
applyed.o that ſorrow whic ariſerh from afflictiong,it will 
do ys much good,and helpe to recouergur ſpirituall health; 
becauſe this is a diſeaſe ot the minde which needeth curing; 
ke :  Bbb | "where- 


Lib.2, 


Lib.2. i 668 .- Chap. 33. 
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whereas if it be mifapplied ynmto our ſorrow for finne, which 
. is a ſaving grace, and one of the ſoundeft parts of a true 
Chriſtian, it will exulcerate the ſoule,and make the faichful 
patientin farre worſe eſtate then he was before, 


—  — — — —_—_— 


CrnuarPe. XXXIIL | 


Of the arguments of conſolation Which ariſe from the aſſurance 
which we baue of our delinerance ont of all our afflibtions. 


$Seft.z, CR EA ltherto we baue ſpoken of ſuch arguments as 
That God deti= 2) 4 & are fir and ſufficient enough, if they be duely 
wereth the faith. Bj === IS thought vpon,to make vs patient & thank- 
full wo WS ES2y EF fullinal ourafflittions, although we ſhould 
wy; run 64 SSC continually lye vnder them euen vnto the 


Lib.x:cap.11, day of our death. And now, — fo our order firſt ge- 


nerally propounded, we are come to ſpeake of ſuch conſola- 
tions as ariſe from the aſſurance which wee haue of Gods 
racious and moſt ſcaſonable deliuerance : For though the 
| doth not remoue our affliftions at our owne pleaſure ; 
yet hee will doe in his owne good time, when as it ſhall be 
moſt for his owne glory and our ſpirituall and cuerlafting 
good ; though ourtroubles be tedious, yet he will not ſuffer 
Phalm,118, 18, them tobe endlefſe ; and though (as the Plalmiſt fpeaketh) 
he chaſteneth vs ſore, yet he wilt not deliner vs unto death. And 
as the Jouing Father doth not, when he correReth his ſonne, 
leaue off ar his firſt motion (for then hee would neither care 
for him nor his corre ion) but when hee thinketh the cha- 
fiſement ſufficient for the reclaiming of him from his faults 
* andvices;ſo the Lord our heautnly Father hearech our cries 
>| inthe time of aflition, not according ro our Tuſts & chil- 
_ A816, diſh will, bue ſo asin his infinite wiſedome hee ſeth it to 
ſtand beſt w our profit & the reformation of our former euil 
courſes, which when he ſeeth effeRed,he will caſt his rodde 


aſide, 


Db... Chap. 33. 
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aſide, and (like the iaylour waſh and heale the iripes which 


a 


before himſelfe had made, So the Pfalmift ſaith, chart rhe Phal. 54.17.19, 
righteous crge and the Lord heareth them, and delmereth them 747-3» 


out of all their troubles; and that though they be very great, 


yet he delivereth thern out of all. That he bealerh thoſe which Plalm.g.g. 
ares broken in heayt, and bindeth wp their ſeres ; and that hee 55 *+C1-109.13, 


a refuge for the poore, a refuge in ane time, exen in ” nn 
For the Lora(as the Apoſtle faith) Wllzot ſuffer vs to be temp- 
red aboue owr ſtrength, but will gine a good:ſſme with rhe tenta« 
tiom that we may be able tobearcit, Andas elſewhere he affir- 
meth, he correfteth vs (not for any pleaſure which he taketh 
in our paine and ſmart) bur for onr profit, that hee might makes 
vs partakers of his holineſſe ; not to puniſh vs, but to polifh 
and perfit vs; notto diſable vs and weaken our firengrth, bur 
rather to exerciſe & it make vsftronger, Now if our burthen 
of affliction ſhould bee intolerable, cither in reſpe of the 
waightor continuance ofir, it would not accompliſhGods 
end, at which hee aymeth in our chaſtiſements, butrather 
hinder and defeatit, it would not make ys more holy, bue 
rather more wicked and prophane 3 not more patient, 
huinble, and mecke;but more raging,;deſperateand wiiful), 
murmuring and repining againſt Gods wiſe prouidence, as 
though thereby ſome wrong were offcredynto vs. And ther- 


fore the Pſalmift ſaith, har rhe rod of the wicked ſhall not reſt Plalm. 


I35.3. 


vpon the lot of the righteom, leſt the righteous pur forth their pp, ,- rs, 


hand v»towickedneſſe, And the Lord himielfe promiſeth, that 
he will not contend for ener or be alwaies wroth hecauſe ſo the 
ſprrit ſhould faile before him, And this loue and care weſce e- 
uen in mortall men; forthe wiſe and diſcreet ſchoolemaſter 
doth ſo-corre@ his ſcholler, that hee may make himmore 
quicke in pulling his wits together, and more diligent inla- 
bouring his lefſon, and not fo, as his wits ſhould be there 
dulled, and he made vncapable of learning, The louing Fa- 
ther chaſtiſeth his ſonne in ſuch meaſure as is fir for the a- 
mending of him; and not ſo n:uch as-will dead his prits and 
makebim to becomeſooliſh or deſperate,; yea hethatbren- 
B bb2 keth 
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keth a wilde colt ſo moderateth his ſtripes,that he may ther - 
by be tamed and made more ſeruiccable; and will not beate 
him ſo vnmeaſurably,. that hee ſhould become lame and yn- 
proficable for his vſe. And therefore we may be affured,thar 
the Lord infinite in mercy and goodnes; will ſhew this loue 
and care in our correQtions, not ſuffering our afflitions ey - 
ther in waight or continuance to exceed the meaſure of our 
irength , whereby wee ſhould become vnſeruiceable and 
good for nothing, but will moderate our correRions accor- 
. ding to our ability, and put an end, voto all our troubles and 
trials; when as he feeth vs ſufficiently purged from the drofle 
of our corruptions in this ficry furnace, or his graces tryed. 
and approucd in this ſpiritvall conflict, which were the ends 
for which we were brought into them, 
&. Set. 2, But for the better confirmation of our faith in this afſu- 
That God ſecth rance of our deliverance out of all our afflitions in ſuch op- 
> taketh aotice portune and ſcaſonable time, as will beſt ſtand with Gods 
of all our afjſiic- glory and our owne good, let ys well waigh and ponder 
Hons 10 GMT} eſe conſiderations following. Firſt that God ſeeth and ta- 
Us out of them. , | a 
kethnotice of all the croſſes and calamities which by any 
| meanes whatſoever doe happen. vnto vs, So the Plalmitt 
Pſalm, 34.15. faith, char the eyes of the Lordare wpon the righteons , and his 
eares open vnto their crys, And howlocuer the wicked flatter. 
themſelues with a conceipt,that God regardeth not the oOp= 
preflions of the faithfull, and fay in their hearts God hath 
forgotten,he hideth away his face an4will nener ſee; yet as hee 
Pſal.10.11.14. afhirmeth, the Lord doth-ſee it, and beholdeth miſchiefe and 
and 9 4479+ wrong, that he might take it into hu oxnehands, Neither is the 
Lord onely a bare beholder of the troubles and afflictions 
of his ſeruants, but he ſo ſeeth and knoweth them,as withall 
he ſeeth and knoweth the meanes'of their detiuerance; yea 
and alſo doth indeede ſaucthem in their greateſt neede, ac+ 
Pfal. 33. 18,19, cording tothat of the Pſalmiſt, Behold, rhe eye of the Lord is 
vpon them that feare him, and vpon them that truſt in bus mer- 
cy, to deliner their ſoules from death, and to preſerue them in. 
2.Pet2.9g, famine, with whom the Apoſtle Peter according,faith , the 
| : Lord .. 


Lib.z. RE Chap.33: 
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L ord knoWeth to deliner the godty ont of tentation, and to ye 

ſerne the vninſt vnto the day of indgement to be puniſhed.With 

which confideration Dawid comforteth himſclfe in his di-: : 
_ firefle, Though I be (faith he) poore and needy, the Lord thin- Plalm,40.r7, 
keth on me; thou art mme helper and my delmerer ; my God 

Prake no tarrying. And certainely it muſt needsadde' much 

to our conſolation in afflitions and our aflurance of de- 
Jiverapce,when as we are perſwaded thatthe Lord ſeeth and 

knoweth all our miſeries. For whereas if hee had never ſo 

much powerand will rohelpevs,we might nevertheleſſe be 

obnoxious to many wrengs,and be overwhelmed with ma- 

ny calamiries,if he were ignorantofourafflitions and did 

not ſee and know our ſtare and condition ; now when wee 

arc aſſured, that he not only dearely loveth vs, andis of pow 

erand ability to ſaue and deliuer vs, but alfo doth behold 

and conſider al our:griefes & croſſes, we may be aſſured alſo 

that he will ſuffer them no longerto lye vpon vs, thenſhall 

bee for his owne glory, and the cuerlaſting good of our 

ſoules, for if wee put ſuch truſt incarthly parents, that they 

will not ſee vs want, ſuffer wrong, or be oppreſſed with any 

miſery, (they being able torcleeue and help'vs)further then _. - 

will tand with our good andbenefir, avinthe caſe of criall 

and chaftizement: then how much moreſhould we put our 

confidence in God for helpe and deliuerance, ſeeing he lo= 

ethvs much morecntirely, and is abletodefend and ſaue 

ys much more caſily, and continually ſeeth andknoweth all 

our wants and miſeries? -** WY 0! $39 

. Secondly, lect vs confider, that the Lord doth-not onelie 45 SeF.3, 

ſee and bchold our tribulation (as it were) a farre off , hee That Gods pres 
being included in heauen, as weare intheearth, butthat as /##! with __ 
he fillerh-all places with hiseffence, fo aftera' moreeſpeciall args yt vol 
manner heis preſent with:ehe faithful io all their miſeries.;, p,j;e and re. 
and affliQjons, Andas the carefull Phyſitian attendeth vp- leexe them. 
” enand watchethouer his dearely loued patient,hat hee 
may applyyato him, fit medicines, which may fo purge a« 
DOTTED. +, Bbbg. ; Way 
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way the corrupt humours, asthat in the meane time nature | 


it ſclſe be not too much weakened:and as the cunning gold- 
ſmith when as he hath caſt his gold into yfiery furnace,doth 
not there carelefly leaue it, bur watcheth by it, that hee may 
moderate the fire,andſa order it in reſpetb6rh of the hear 


_ andthetime ofinduring it, that it may bee refined and not 


burned, purified from.the droffe, and not ſpent and conſu- 
med in the pureſt ſubſtance, ſo doth the Lord and by vs 
when. wee are inour ſtcke beds ikea carefull Phyfition to 
cure andrecouer vs, andlikea wiſe artiſan hee watcheth o- 
ver vs, when hee hath caſt vs into the furnace of affliction; 
that when we are according to-his owne minde purged and 


. Purified, hee may withdraw his bitter potions, and pull vs 


hke pure metcall out of the fire, that we may not in our ſpi- 
rituall parts receive any burt or detriment, Neyther is the 
Lord onely preſent with vs as a pittiftll ſriendratake com- 
pafſion on our griefes, but alſo as apowerfull and wiſe hel- 
per he putteth to his band, that wee maybee deliuered from 


. them; raking the beſt courſe, and vfing the fitteſt meanes, 


for the effecting of that which hee willeth and intendeth, 


Tob 5.15.16. & Andaccordingtothe ſaying of Eliphaz. and Eldorg be ſancth 


36.I5. 


Palm 34.18. 


Plalm.121.g» 


the poore from the. ſword, from the month of thewicked, 5 from 
the hand of the violent man;(o that when they expe his help 
they are notfruſtrated oftheir hope, Hee deliwererh the poore 
inbs affliion,andopeneth their earein trowble.. So the Plal- 
miſt. more plainely. ſpeaking ofthis powerfull and: working; 
preſence; ſaith, thar the Lord is neere vnto them that are of 4. 
contrite heart and will ſave ſuch as are afflifted in ſpirit, That 
bee is our keeper, and our ſhadow at our right hand, ſo that the 
ſunne ſhall not ſmite ws by day nor the motne by night, And 2- 
gaine, that the Lordi neerewpnroal that caliupen bim, yea to. 


| allthat call 'vpon himintruth, bee will fulfill the deſire of thens 
that feare hins, he alſo will beare their ory and will ſanethem. 
Plal.14 5.18.19 The Lordpreſerneth allthem that lone him, cc, And this the 
Lord himſelfepromiſeth becauſe ( faith-he) be hath lowed men 


therefore will I deliner hin, | will exalt him , becauſe hee hath 
. knowne 


=” 
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knowne my name. He ſballcallupon me,and Twill hearebim,T 
wil be with hin in tronble, I'will deliner him and plorifie hw. 
And our Saviour aſcending into heauen in his bodily pre- 
ſence, promiſeth bis diſciples, and, in them, all the faithful, |, , 
that he wowld not /[rane them comfortleſſe, but would come vmo (auth 28.20, 
them, by his holy Spirit, and be preſent with them 2nta he 
end of the world, The which gracious promiſes wee ſee ac- 
. compliſhed inthe examples of the afflicted Saints, for thus 
God was preſent with /acobin his greateſt extremitie, hold- geq.,,,.,. 
Ing him vp when he wraſiled with him, and defending him © 
when he {cemed to oppoſe againſt him. Thus was he preſent Ge® 39.2. &v. 
with Joſeph to ſaue and deliver him in the land of his ba- *'**%: 
niſhment, yea he was with him in priſon, giuing him grace 
andfauour in the fight of the Taylour, and afterwards an 
happie deliverance out of trouble. And thus hee was preſent 
. With the three children in the firic furnace, in a viſible man- 
ner, walking with them in the middeſt of the fite, and pre 
ſeruing them from ſuſtaining any kharme, And thus even in 
theſe dayes hee is preſent withthe faithful in all their trou- 
_ bles, though not thus ſenfibly and miraculouſly, yet ſpiri- 
tually and inuifibly by his wiſdome and power, finding out 
fit meanes for their deliverance out of all their affliions,in , 
fuch a time as is moſt ſeaſonable. | | : 

The which conſideration may ſerue to repleniſh our $ Sect. g. 
hearts with ſingular comfort, in that hee is alwaies preſent ©/ 'he conſola- 
with vs who is moſt loving, and beſt able to give vs ſuccour /;1, hi _ af 
and teleefe. And therefore the Lord himſelfe, when hee feel Ca 
would cheere his Church drouping in her afflitions , doth preſice with vs. 
much-infiſt and beat vpon this argument of hjs gracious 
preſence. Feare chow not (faith he) for 1 am with thee; be not Efa.4.10.13.14 
afraide, for I am thy God, [will ſtrengthen thee and helpe thee; | 
ard will ſuſtaine thee with the right hand of my inſtice: The men 
which warre againſt thee ſhall be as a thing of nought ; for Ihe 
Lord thy God will hold thy right hand , ſaying vnts thee, feare 
wor, [ will helpe thee. Feare thou not, tho worme laceb, and ye 
wen of Iſrael: 1, Wvill helpe ther, ſaith the. Bord thy redeemer, 
| Bbb 4 the 


Pſalgiin4ory. 


Dan. 3.25. 


Eſa.4 $ | (Sn 


%) 


AR.18 12. 


Pia 23.4. &. 
118.6, 


1.5am. 39.6, 


2.Chro. 32.7.8. 


Pla,g6. 1.2.3» 
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the boly ene of [ſrae#, And againe, Thus ſaith. the Lord that 
created ihe, O Taceb, and ne that formed thee, O 1ſracll, feare 
wot, for [haze redeemed thee, | bane called thee by name, thou 
art nine $bentheu paſſeſ# rhrough the waters, [ will be With 
thee, and through the ſloads, that they doe not onerflow thee. 
When thou walkeſt through the very fire,thon ſhalt not be burnt, 
neitber ſhall the flame kindle vpon thee, And thus the Lord 
encourageth Paw/to be conſtant and couragiousin all trou- 
bles and afflitions which ſhould happen vnto him, for the 
preaching of the Goſpell.. Feare not (faith he) but ſpeake,and 
holde not tby peace, for 1 am with thee, and no. man ſhall lay 
hands on thee to hurt thee, And accordingly;thus.have the 
Saints and ſeruants of Gad comforted theimſclues in al their 
atitions, by calling to minde, that the Lord their God 
was alwajes preſent with them, to ſaue and deliver themour 
of al their troubles, For ſo Da»:dprofeſſeth , that though he 
ſhunld walks through thevaltey of the ſbado\ of death, he would 
fearenoevill,becauſe God was with bam, (+ bu rod &t« ſtaffe they 
did comfort hinſ:and elſe where, The Lord(faith he) with ma, 
therefore I will not feare what may can do vnto me.The which 
his profeſſio he putteth in praRiie in his greateſt extremitie. 
For when the Amalakits hadacked and burnrhis city,ſpoi= 
led him of al his goods, led.his wiuescaptiues,and when his 
own people adding ſorrow vnto forro w,wer readie to ſtone 
him, even then.he comforted himſelfe in the Lord hs God. 
Thus alſo Hezechiab comforted himſelfe and his people; 
whenhis countrey.was inuaded with whe huge armie of the 
Aſrians. Be ſtrong (faith he)avd conragion;feare not, neither 
be afraide for the king of Aſbur,nor for allthe multitude that is 
with him, ſeeing thers are morewith vs then with him. For with 
him is an armie of fleſh,bat with vs t the Lord our God to helpe 
v5, and to fight our battels, Aad thusthe whole Church tri= 
umpheth .ouer all troubles and dangers, in the-affurance 
which ſhee had of Gods powerfuil preſence, Gods our hops 
audſIrength, and helpe in troubles readie to be found, There- 
fere will we not feargythongh the earth be moued,, and though 


the 
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the monnteines fall into the middeſt of the ſea, Though the Wpa- 
ters thereof rage and betroubled, ard the mennta:nes ſhabe at 
the ſurges of the ſame. Yea, thus did the head of the Church; 
Teſus Chriſt, comfort himſelfe in all his great ſufferings by 
the preſence and aſſiſtance of the divine nature, /gawe (faith 
he) my back vnto the ſmiters, and my cheeks to the nippers;' I 
hid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting; for the Lord Ged will 
helpe me, therefore 1 ſhall nor be confounded: therefore I bane 
ſet my face as 4 flint, and [ know that I ſhall n1t be aſhamed, - 
According to which examples, let vs labour to cary.our 
'ſelues with comfort and patience in our greateſt afflitions, 
being aflured that God is alike preſeve with vs, as hee was 
with them, to ſaue and deliuer vs out of all our troubles; for 
it isbetter ro have him wraltlingwith vs like an aduerfarie, 
as hedid with. /acob; then to be vpon any tearmes withour 
his company, ſeeing his gracious preſence is al-{ufficient ro 
ſweeten and lighten the bitterneſſe. and burthen of all our 
croſſes, to turne-our grones and cryes into the heauenly mu 
fick of praiſe and thankſgiuving,and to make hel it ſelfe bet= 
ter & more delightful;then the cheefe(t Paradiſe of world- 
ly pleaſures. And. therefore becauſe Gods preſence is ſo 
{weete and comfortable, and hee hath promiſed to vouch. 
ſafe it ynto thoſe who are 1n miſery and affiRion, ſome haue 
defired and beene in loue with their croſſes and calamities, 
though not (imply for their owne fakes, yet in this reſpect, 
becauſe through Gods graciouspromiſes, they had the bet- Da mibiſemper 
rer aſſurance of the enioying his company. To which pur- !/ib»lationer 
poſe one ſaith, ſeeing thou haft promiſed, O Lord, to bee began, 
with me in mine affhtons, therefore ler mee euer be affli. x ng CNER 
Qed, rather then at any time be withoutthee, And another. 74iora inter or- 


Iris better for mee to embrace thee in tribulation, and to thodoxogr.de: 7 


haue thee with moe in the fierie fornace of affliQion; ther P4/#2t.vore 
contemplat, 1, 


 enioying all worldly proſperitie, tobe withoutthy compas , 
ny. Anda third making the like profeſſion, faith, It isberter —_ 


| / 
Efa.50.6;7. : 


for me, O Lord, to be in trouble whileſt thou art with mee, P/a.qi babitat. , 


then to raigne and revell, feaſt and flouriſh in worldly **7{-v{. 
pompe 


6. Sefl,5. 


Lib.2. 676 Chap.33. 
Conſolation: arifing from our aſſurance of delinerance. 
potype,& be without thee. It is a farre greatefgood to em» 
brace thee in tribulation, and to enioy thyrompany in the 
fire of aſfli tion,then to be in heaven it ſelte, being depriued 


of thy preſence. 
Thirdly, let vs confider, that the Lord who ſeeth all our 


That Gods pew- affli ions, and is alwaies preſcnt, and readie to helpe and 
er 1s omnipeteft qefiuer vs, is a/ſo Omnipotent and Alwightie, and there- 


Nabum. I:6.7. 


Pal. 48.3. 


pine 4 207 fore able and al-ſufficient to ſave vs, and to give ynto'vs 
 - an happy iſſve out of all our troubles. For 85 the Pſa!miſt 

Tom ſpeaketh, he s God beſides the Lord? and Who 1s wightie, 
T1 - ſexe.our Ged, Hee can dee all things (as Tebſaith) and there 
Ef2,63.1 "#4 mathing hard wnto him , Hee u« glories and natketh m 
his great ſtrength, hee ſpeaketh in righreouſneſſe, and i mighty 

to {ane, as himſclfe affirmeth, And therefore the faichfull 

when they haue been forſaken of all their other hopes, haue 
notwithſtanding refied vpon the Lord inall their croubles 

and dangers for helpe and deliverance, as beingtheironely 

pol firength and flay, as wee may ſee inthe example ofthe Pro- 


phet Daxid, The Loraj (faith he) « my roth and my fortreſſe, 
ard hethat delinereth me,my Goa and my firength jn him mill 
truſt; my fheeld, the horme alſo of my ſaluation _ wy refuge. 
So the Prophet Nahaw having ſpoken of the wrath and 
vengeance that ſhould befall the Aſyrians, afftmeth that 
God would begood ro bis Church, and as a ftrong hold in the 
day of trouble, knowing thems that trnft in him, Yeathisthe 
whole Church knew & acknowledged,according to that of 
rhe Plalmiſt,/» the palaces thereof (that is, of mount Sion) 
God #u knowne for areſnge. And vpon this ground of know- 
ledge they exhort one another, toreſt ypon the Lord in all 
troubles for helpe and deliverance, Truft im the Lord (lay 


they) for ener; for in the Lord God us ſirength for ener more. ' 


Now ifnothing can be more <6fojtable vnto thoſe whore 
in any danger & diftreſie, chento be affured y their deereft | 


- friends are not onely preſent with them, and beholders of 


all their greefes; but alſo haue abilitic and power ſufficient 
ro free them from the things they feare, andto deliuer them 
| our 
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Conſolation ariſing from onr aſſurance of deliverance, 
out of all difficulties; then ought our hearts much more te 
bee filled with all joy and conſolation in our greateſt affli- 
Rions, ſecing weareaſlured, that the Lord who is infinire 
in power and loue, is continually preſent with vs, and 
both able aud readie in the ficreſt and moſt ſeaſonable time, 
co grant vnto. vs deliverance, and freedome frem-a)l thoſe 
croffes and miſeries which doe vex and trouble ys, 

Neither are wee onely to comfort our ſelues in the afſu- d. Sef7.6. 
rance of Gods preſence and power to helpe vs, but alſo of Tt Godis 
his infinice loue and goodnefe towards vs; the which now oft 6ing to- 
commerh inthe fourth place tobce conſidered, as a chiefe }® = - 
and maine argument of our confolation; for if God know- ling pr 
eth all our afflitions, andisneereat hand and readie to help rohelpe vs, 
vs; if he be _—_—_— in power,and able to doe for ys what- 

_ focuer he will, farre aboue all that wee can aske or thinke, 

and doth alfo dearly love vs, andinregardthereof is till 

willing to defend vs fromevill and to doe vs good, then is 

there no doubt to be made of Gods helpe, and our deliue- 

rance in his due and moſt conuenienttime, Bur as the for- 

mer points appeareplainly by that which hath beene ſaid, fo 

is ir eafte with che like enidence of truth to. demonſtrate the 
imfinitneſſe and immutabilitie of Gods loue towards vs, 

For not onely doth he as our Creator, loue ys his creatures Dna. 
and the workes of his owae hands; but alſo az our God, , CO 
Lord and maſter, who hath made choice of vs aboue all os Tir.2.14. -| 
thers to be his owne peculiar people, ſubicRs of his king- 1.Pet.2 9. | 
dome, members of his Church, and feruants of his familie, 

vnto whom he ſheweth himſelfe, and by whom he is conti- 

nually worſhipped and ſerued, Yea, in farre necrer bonds 

hath he in his infinite loue and mercy vnited vs ynto him- 

ſelfe, for he is our heauenly father, and wee his children by - 
-graceand adoption; he isour husband, and we his ſpouſe; 

yeaheis in Chriſt ourhead, and wethe members of hisbo- 

| die; whoſe loue, mercy and goodneſfe towards ys, doe as 
muchexceed that which is tobe found in earthly parents, «. 
husbands and heads, as himſelfe doth exceed them, beeing 
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Ter.3 1.3, 


Pſa.103.13» 
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That God cſþc= 
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infinite and incamprehenſible. And thisthe Scriptures doe 
plainly declare vnto vs; for thus the Lord himſelfe ſaith to 
his Church, that he had /ored chem with an euerlaſting loue, 
and in mercy haddrawne them vnto him,when being ignorant 
of his excellencic, they made no haſte to come, The which 
his love, agit is in time cndlefle, ſo it- is in quantitic match- 
lefſe, howſocuer inthe Scriptures it hath ſome rcſemblances 
that we might the better conceiue of it. For itis compared 
ro the loue of a father, according to that of the Pſalmili, Ar 
a father hath compaſſien on his children, ſowill the Lord hane 


 - Compaſſion on them that feare him, And by the Prophet Xſa- 


lachie the Lord promiſeth, that he will ſpare the fauhfull, as a 
man ſpareth his owne ſonne that ſerneth him, Yea the love of 
God isby himſelfe compared to the loue ofa tender mother, 
andpreferredbefore it. Can 4 Womar (laith he) forges her 
childe , and not hane compaſſion on the ſonne of her wombe? 
chough they ſvould forget, yet will / not forget thee. Beholde I 
hane grauen thee on the palmes of my hands, thywalts are ener 
in my fight. Yeahe loueth vs as the husband loueth the wife, 
Forhe Path marryed vs vnto himſelfe for emer in righteouſ< 
reſſe, indgment mercy and compaſſion: the which his coniugal 
louc is notably ſer forth vato vs in thebooke of the Canti- 
cles. And if we. would yet haue a loue aboue this, he loueth 
vs asthe head the members of the body, pirying and preſer- 
ving vs, as thoſe parts, which being of —_— vie, arealſo 
mol tender and ſubieto injury, For ſorthe Prophet faith, 
that he who roucheth the faithful, roucherh che apple of Gods 
cie, And Moſes in his ſong ſaith, that God rang br his people, 
and heept them az the apple of his eie, Inafſſurance of which 
loue Daxid maketh that prayer.Shew thy mernailous mercies, 
O thou that ſaueſt by thy right hand them that truſt in thee, 
from ſuch as riſe wp againſt them, Keepe mes 4s the apple of the 
cie, hide me vnder the ſhadow of thy wings, . (... | 

.. And as-God ſheweth this bis infivite leve-ynto the faith- 
full at all times, and vypon all occaſions, ſo cfpecially in the 
time of their troubles and affliftions,andthatboth by com- 
a x paſhonating 


Lib.z. "=  _ Chap.z3 
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paſſionating, and as it were condoling with them in their 
greefes, andalſo by ſauint and delivering them our of them 
In duetime; for ſo hee faith ofthe afflictions of his people, 
that wm all their troubles he was troubled, axd the Angell of his 
preſence ſaued then, That hzs ſonle was greened for the miſerie 
of Iſrael; and thar he earned in the bowels of his conipaſſion, ac* 
cording as himfelfe ſpeaketh by his Prophet, /s Ephraim | 
my deare ſonne ar pleaſant child? For ſince I ſpake againſt him, Ter.z1.20, 
I, doe earneftly remember him ſtill, Therefore my bowels are 
gronbledfor hm, I will ſarely hate mercy pon him, ſaith the 
Lord.For this his loue and compaſſion cannot be idle; butas 
it will ſhew ir ſelfe in pirying the miſeries and troubles of V9. 
his children, ſo alſo in giuing vnto them ſeaſonable helpe 
and deliverance, For lo he ſaith of the ſame people, andin 
them ofal the faithful,7 hey ſhall come weeping,and with mercy . 
will [ bring them againe, I will lead them by the riners of waters, 
 inaftraight way wherein they ſhall not (fumble; for I ama fa- 
ther unto Iſrael, and Ephraim is my firſt borne, And ſo the af- 
flited Church ſpeaketh out of her owne expetience, The 
Lord Will not forſake for ener, But though he ſendaffition, yer -39-3-31-33+ 
will he hane compaſſion, according ts the multitude of hu mer=- **" 
cies; for he doth not puniſh willingly , nor affiitt the children of 
men ; yea contrariwiſe, hee taketh the greateſt delight in 
ſhewing his mercy and goodnefle to thoſe who ſerue and 
depend ypon him, as being an aCtion moſt naturall and fa- 
miliar ynto him, according to that of the Prophet Aficah, Micah. 7.18, 
the ts a God like vnto thee, that taketh away iniquity, and paf- 
ſeth by the tranſpreſſion of the remnant of his heritage? He re- Platogethe - 
tainerh not bis anger for ener, becauſe mercy pleaſeth him, All 
which his mercy and goodnefle hee is aboue all other times 
moſt ready to extend cowards ys in the time of our afflifti- 
ons, in regard of our weaknefſe to beare theſe burthens; for 
hee knoweth whereof we be made , and remembreth that we .c, ets 
are but duſt, and he hath experience of our infirmities , as the oe” 
Prophet ſpeaketh, knowing whatto lay vpon vs,and the fit- « | 
teſt time to eaſe. vs of our burthen, The which may ſerue as 1 
| 42 
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a ſingular conſolation vnto vs in all our ttoubles and affli- 
Qions, in that the Lord who is almighty and moſt able ro 
helpe vs, is alſo infinite in love and coropaſſion towards vs, 
#17 þ therefore alwaies ready and willing to give vnto ys de- 
liverance intime moſt conuenient. For if the childe ſo pre- 
ſumeth on his Fathers loue, that having alſo power in his 
hand to ſupply his wants, prote& him from dangers, & free 
him from any euill,he comfortably refteth ypon him in his 
greateſt pouerty and miſery ; If the bcloued wife ſo trufteth 
in her husbands loue, that ſhee careth not to have much -in 
her owne keeping, ſo ſhe be afſured that he hath inough for 
both,nor feareth any enemy in his preſence which ſhe know. 
eth he is able to reſiſt and ouercome ;-nor is much troubled 
with any preſent paine or fickneſſe,if ſhe beperſwaded,thar 
he at pleaſure can giue her eaſe by curing of it; And finally 
ifche members alike ſame body doe ſecurely reſt ypon the 
., wiſe providence and direction of the head, and when it ſo 
appointeth are content with meckenefle and patience to in- 
dure any paine or torture, as binding, lancing, ſearching, 
ſearing, for the helping and healing of their infirmities and 
ſores, becauſe by naturall inſtinR they know, thar it wil irm- 
poſe vpon them no more then neceflary paines, ſecing in all 
their troubles and vexation' it doth condole with them:then 
how muck mere ſhould wee inall our afflitions and miſe- 
ries reſt and relye vpon Gods aide and affiftance with ſecu« 
rity, comfort and ſpirituall ioy,ſeeing we can make no que- 
ſion ofhis power andability ro deliver vs,and may beaffu- 
red that he infinitely more loueth vs, then the moſt Jouin 
father his onely ſonne, the kindeſt husband his deareſt 


Wife, or the naturall head the true members of his owne 


Laftly,let vs conſider, that the Lord is not onely power- 
Conſolation ari- ful able,and graciouſly willing to give vnto vs helpand de- 
ſg from Goas Tigerance out of all our aflitions inreſpeRt of thoſe relati- 
ons of loue berweene him and vs ; but hath alſo freely 
bound himſclfe by his moſt infallible promiſes, which ther- 

"a fore 


S& 
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fore can no more poſhbly ſal to the ground ynaccompliſhed, 
then he and his truth can bee ſeuered and parted, who are of 
the ſame infinite eſſence and being. So he ſaith, Call vpow me Plal.5o.r.and 
in the time of trouble, ſo will I deliuer thee, aud thow ſhalt glorie 9705- 
fie me, Andelſewhere, Becanſe he hath loued me, therfore will 
1 deliner him, [will exalt him, becauſe bee hath known my name. 
He ſhall call vpon me, and I will heare him, I will be with himin 
tronble , 1 will deliver bun and glorifie him, And in another 
lace; Cai? thy burthen vpon the Lord,end he ſhall nenriſh thee, Phlm.55.u2, 
L well wot ſuffer the r1ghteous 10 fall for ener, He will fulfill the and 145.19, 
de fire of them that feare hum; he alſo will beare their crye, and - 
will ſawe thera. The Lord preſerneth all them that lone him,+, 
And againe, Before they call 1 will an{yver,and whilſt they ſpeaks 
1rmillbeare; Andthat I may not multiply more places, be. Eſa.65.24, 
cauſe they are obvious and eafie to find, vnto any that looke 
inte the holy Scriptures, the Apoſtle affureth vs, thathe will 
wot ſuffer 1s to be tempred aboue our power, but will gine a good 1.Cor,10.1z. 
ofſue with the tentation, (both in reſpe of waight and conti- 
nuance of it)that we 1914p be able to beare it, The which graci- 
ous promiſes are molt infallible, becauſe ( as the Apoſtle 
there ſpeaketh) he i fairhfull and true who hath made them. 2.Thef.3-3. 
Yea he is not onely true but truth it ſelfe, and therefore no Chriſus dixit 
more able to goe from his word then to denye and forſake Sn _— flo 
his very nature and being, And therefore if when we are in Mr as 
diftrefſe we are cheered and refreſhed, when a fairhfull and iz gaudium, Er- 
able friend doth promiſe his aid and aſſiſtance for our helpe go q%iapredifie 
and deliverance, from the evils which gaule and vexe vs, ?4/wr,reſtat 
though their power be often ſubieR to croſſing, their wil to ALES 
changing, and their faith to failing : then how much more m,c.Gregor.lib. 
ſhould our hearts bee repleniſhed with ioy and comfort, 7.indid.i.ca,.3 
when as we haue the promiſes of God , whois omnipotent 
and ſubie&tro no thwarting, immutable in his loue,andcan- $ Se7.g. 
not alter, and cruthicſelfe , who cannot faile in performing 7Yat Godis cet- 


, ; led the God of 
of any thing which he vndertaketh ? comfort and cow-- 


In all which reſpe&s Godis ſaid to beour chiefe andon- 1,174 in th 
ly comforter in all our troubles andafflitions,becauſe Fas reſbefts. 
rruc 
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 thommibus a 
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true and ſubſtantiall conſolations doe iflue and low from 

1.Cor.1.3.4, him, as the fountaine of ioy and comfort, Thus the Apofile 
l Rileth him, rhe Father of all mercies , and Godof all comfort, 
who comforteth vs in all our tribulation, And the Lord appro- 

priateth it vnto himſelte. / eve: / am he that comforteth you, 


" fa. q7.12, and Who art thou that thou ſhouldit feare mortall man , andthe ſon 


66.13. of man which ſpall be made as graſſe,and again,as one whom his 
| mother comforteth, (o will I comfort you,and ye ſhall be comfor- 

tedin Teruſalem. In reſpeA whereof our Saujour Chriſt cal- 

loh16.7 lethhis holy ſpirit, by the name of comforter, becauſe itis a 
ſpeciall office of his to comfort Gods ſaints in all theirtribu- 

lations, And of this Daxid had experience where he faith i: 

| the multifude of my thoughts Within mee, thy comforts delight 
Pſal.94.19. my ſonle, Whereof it is that in his afflitions hee defirethno 


. and119.76*77. other comforter ; [pray thee that thy mercy may comfort mee, 


according to thy promiſe vnts thy ſeruant, Let thy tender mer- 
cies come onto me that | may line for thy Law ts my defire Nei 
ther in truth is there any other in compariſon of him to bee 
ſought or looked after, for as one ſaith, hee is our onely and 
ſingular remedic in all our affliftions and miſeries, He js the 

| beſt Phyſicion, a captaine and leader that never miſleads vs; 
a King that alwaies comforts and rayſeth vs vp beeing deie- 
Qed, and a moſt valiant champion, who onely fighteth in 
vsand for vs againſt al enemies, andafter our vitory crows 
neth vs with glory, when by his helpealcne we haue ouer- 

4. come. And whatcan we ſecke which wee may norfinde in 
werſitatibes bim? If we be fickeyhe is our Phyſition; If like pilgrimes we 
Chriſtus queren- wander in a ſtrange country, he 1s our guide;lt wee be deſo- 
dus eft tanquan Iate, he is our King;If we be affaulted, he is our champion; If 
> es wh +=" we thirſt, he is our drinke;If we be cold, he is our garment; 
7 be Geir: ». If we be ſorrowfull,he is our ioy; If wee be in darknes, hee is 
dicus,dux non Our light;If we be Orphans,he is our Father, husband, friend: 
ſedcens, rex ſi- and brother?he is the cheefe goodnes,, Moſt mercifull;moſt: 
. _ - - mighty,moſt beautiful, moſt wiſe, who euerlaſtingly gouer= 
fined mer neth and diſpoſcth of all by his moſt wiſe and powerful pro- 
cap.23e uidence, 


And 


'Chap.z7, ® 
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How we may be comforted when God deferreth to helpe vs. 
plaifters remoued,and the bitter potions taken away, before 
our ſores and ficknefſe of finne be healed and-cured, wee 
doe thereby deſire that the Lord would giue vs over as a 


deſperate cure,and leaue vs to rotte and perifh in our diſ- 
caſes and corruptions, 


ur 


Sixthly, let vs conſider that the Lord oftentimes com- $Ser7.B. | 
meth co our aide, and faueth and deliuereth ys out of our The ſeventh 


troubles, when wee are brought into the greateſt extre- 
mities, andpaſtall hope of recouering out of our miſcries, 
for then is hee mott glorified and his wiſdome magnifi- 


ons, hee findeth an cafie paſſage and egreſſe ourof 4hem; 
then is the Omnipotencie of his power manifefted?, when 
hee delivereth vs out of ſuch evillsas doe quelland ouer- 
whelme all humaine firength ; then is the proweſle and 
might of ourigenerall beſt RR when hee ſupporteth 
vs in moſt terrible conflicts, and giueth vs victory ouer in- 
uincible enemies, wee ſeeing no ſtrength in our ſelues to 


make reſiſtance , /And finallic, then principallie wee are 


. occaſioned to extoll and praiſe our heavenly Chyrurgion 
and Phyfitian, when as hee cureth our incurable wounds, 
and recouereth ys out of our moſt deſperate diſeaſes, An 
example whereof wee haue in eAbrahamw, whom God 


* continued childleſſe (though hee had made gracious pro- . 


miſes vnto him of multiplying his ſeede) vatilt hee and his 
wife were ſoftrickenin age, thatthere was no hope remai- 
ning: And yet hee abows hope , belcening vnder hope, that 


Meanes is 10 COM 
feder,that the 
Lord oftentimes 
Sree : delizereth the 
ed, when as wee being brought ynto our wits end, and ſee- faithſulout of 
ing no poſſible meanes of eſcaping out of our tribulati- affi&ion, whew 
their eftate ſee 
meth moſt de- 


ſperate. 


hee ſhould bee the father of many nations, asthe Apoſile ſpeak. Rom.4.18. 


eth, e And not weake in faith, neither conſidering his owne 


bedy, which was new dead, being almoſt an hundred yeare eld, Heb.6.15. 


wor the deaaneſſe of Saraes wombe, but tarying patiently he did 
at length enioy the promiſe, So hee promiſed the people of 
Iſrael} that hee wou!d bring them out of Zgypc , and 
give them poſſeſſion of the Land of Promiſe; bur this 
bee performeth not whileſt Pharaeb lived, who was their 

; .Ddd-2 friend, 


_ Zachz.t. 


lJohi1.6, 
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friend, when as in reaſon there might haue beene ſome 
likely-hood of it, but when they were moſi endangered 
to the rage and malice of their tyrannicall enemies,and had 
no appearance of hope tobe freed out of that cruell bond- 
age, or to ſhake that iron yoake from off their necks, And 
thus afterwards hee deliucred them from the captiuitic of 
Babylon, not when they were in their cheefe floure and 
ſtrength, and ableco make ſome ſhift for themſelves; bur 
when their caſe was vtterly deſperate, the Lord freed them 
out of this miſery, plucking them (as the Prophet ſpeaketh) 
like firebrands out of the fire, So hee ſaued Danid when hee 


| ſeemedyntohimſelfe vtterly 'forſaken, and delivered him 


out'of the hands of Sax/,nvt by keeping himfarre off from 
davger,bur when having inuironed him aboutwithafirong 
arty, he wascuen ready to ſcaze ypon him. And thus our 
Sauiour beivg inthe ſhip with his diſciples,did feemeto nc- 
gle themin their greateſt danger, and didnot awake our 
of ſleepe, nor ariſe ro deliver them, til the ſhip was covered 
with waues, and zeady tofinke., Andafterwards he ſuffered 
themto be tofſed with a tempeſt, and by his miraculous 
walking on the ſea to be aftoniſhed with feare;and then be- 

ing brought into the laltextremity, andpaft hope. of eſca- 
ping-out of dager, he giueth vntothem comfort, by affuring 
them of his preſence. Finally he would no: preferue Lazaru 
life by going vnto him in the time of his {ickneſle, nor yer 
when hee was newly dead and buried, but hee purpolcly . 
aieth from him foure daics at the leaf, after his death, and 
then goeth and raiſeth himto life, Neither did hee by his 
Angell deliuer Peter out of priſon preſently after he was ap- 


' prehended, but the very night before that Herede inten- 


ed to proceed to his execution, when as he was ſtrongly 
varded betweene two ſoulidiars, bound with chaines, 
and had the keepers beſides, waiting before the priſon . 
dore..euen then when all hope was paſt to-naturall reaſon, 
hee ſaved and dcliueredhhim out of that jmminent dan- 
ger. And fo to conclude this pointe with an _ 
x WIC 
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whichisfreſhin memory, the Lord faued vs fromthe gun. 


powder treaſen, not by diſcovering ir when it was firft 
plotted , but even a.few houres before it ſhould haue beene 
put inexecution, when as in humaine reaſon it was much 
more likely to have beene till concealed, then to have 
beene kept ſecret ſo long before, eſpecially conſidering 
that befids thoſe who were aQtors in this tragedie,they had 
ſo many lookers on, who were well acquainted with their 
courſesand proceedings, The which experience of Gods 
mercy and power in delivering vs and others, out of moſt 
deſperate - dangers, ſhould moue ys ſtill ro depend and 
-waite patiently ypon God inall our troubles and affliQi- 
ons, not onely when wee haue any likely-hood of helpe, 
but when we ſceme paſt all hope of recouery , ſeeing even 
then theLordis as able and readie to ſaue and deliuer-ys 
out of theſe miſcries; and will affuredly-doe it in his good 
tyme, if it will fland with his.owne glory, ous ſpirituall 

ood andthe cuer}aſting ſaluation of our bodies and ſoules, 
And therefore in our greateſt extremities, let this confide- 
ration moue ys to waite ypon God, and raiſing and encou- 
raging our deiected and fainting mindes, let vs ſay with 


che Pſalmiſt ,,/by art 1honcaft downe my ſoule , and vngquiet Pla.qz.y, 


within me? Waite on God, for ] willyet gine hn thanks for the 
helpe of bus preſence. 


Laſtly, if we would with patience waite the Lords $52.9; 


leiſure when hee deferreth to helpe vs in afflition ler vs 


' conſider, that God no lefle waiteth vpon vs to doe vs good, —_— Nw” 


then wee to receiue it, expeirg a conuenient time, when ſider,that Ged - 
as hee may moſt fitly and ſeaſonably extend his mercy in waiteth vpon vs 


our deliverance, both for his owne glory, and the further- ?7ſaueand delis 
wer vs mthe 


ing of our faluatioa ; according to that of the Prophet; fitteſt time 


Yet therefore will the Lord waite, that hee may hane mercy 
pon you; and therefore heen ill be exalted, that he may hane 
compaſſion vp0ny0u The conſideration whereof ſhould moue 
vs, With patience to attend Geds leiſure for our freedome 
out of miſery; forifthe Lord waite vpon ys to ſhew mercy, 

Ddd 3 much 


Eſfa.30.18, 


Ron.$.z5. 


 1.Cor.11.33- 


Rom.$, 1s, 


2.Corg. 17. 


Lid.2. oy. Chap.34 
How wemay be comfortd when God deferreth tobelpe ve, 
much more ſhould we waite that we may be partakers of ir. 
If hee be content to watch for the moſt conuenient time of 
delivering vs out of trouble, and will not when it is come 
deferre his helpe (for who waiteth longer then heemuſt 
needs, and who that is wiſe letterhi pale bis beſt opporn 
nitie of doing that good which hee entendeth?) then how 
much more ſhould wee watchand waite with patience and 
comfort rill this ſcafonable time come, when as it is beſt 
and fitteſt, that this promiſed mercy ſhould be emparted yn - 
ro ys. Furthermore, let xs conſider, that our greateſt and 
longeſt afflitions ſhall not bee ableto ſeparate vs from the 
infinite and cuerlaſting loue of God, as the Apoſtle telleth 
vs; butas in love hee beganne tocorreQvs, ſoin the ſame | 
loue he continueth our chaſtiſements,that he may bymorti- 
fying our ſinne preſerue vs from condemnation,ahd by per- 
ſeRing his gifts and graces in vs, make vs fic for his euerla. 
ſing kingdorae; being ever ready in his tender compaſſion 
to vphold and firengthen ys in our greateſt conflias, and 


: to giue vs victory by delivering vs from them, when as it 


ſhall be moſt ſcaſonable for our proficand beſt aduantage, 
Finally, let vsremember, that though our croſſes and affli- 
ions in this world be exceeding grieuousand tedious, yet 
they are light and momentany in compariſon of thoſe in- 
tolerable tortures and euerlaſting torments of hell fire, 
from which the Lord in his infinice goodnefſſe hath ſaued 
vs; vling for this purpoſe the afflitions and ſufferings ofhis 
deare ſonne, as the onely meritorious cauſe, and our aſfliti- 


| ons who are the members of this body,asaninferiour, yer 


effeuall meanes of our freedome from theſe euils. And on 


| theother ſide, let vs call rominde thoſe vnſpeakable and e- 


ternalkivyes which wee ſhall come vmto by this rough and 
thornie way of afflictions; which can in no comperiton bee 
matched with our miſeries; For the affiitions of this preſent 
world, are vet worthy the\glory which ſhall be rexealed, ſecing, 
they being /ight aud momentanie, doe cauſe vnts vs , a farre 
weſt excellent and eteruall Waight of glory, and being tole- 

rable 


Lid.2, 705 C bop. 35. 
Daties to be performed when God deferreth to belpe vr. 

rable to him who beareth them vpon the fhoulders of pa- 
tience; and temporary, not ourlaſting the vncertaine time 
of our ſhort (though longeſt) lives, doe bring vs vnto an ix- 
heritance, mmortall and wadefiled, and that faderb not away, Verſ.6.7. 
reſerned for vs in the beawens,and that not through our owne 

ower, which would ſoone faile, and ag cuery encounter 
honcad our ſaluation, but through the omniporent power of 
God, out of whoſe almightic hand none can pull ys, In , 
which regard we haue iuſt caſe of reiozcing, though now for 
4 ſeaſon (if need require) we are in heanines through manifold », _ . - 
tentations, ſeeing the triall of our faith, which © hereby exer« © 
ciſed, being much more precious then gold that periſveth, ſhall be 
found wnto our praiſe, and honour andglory, at the appearing of 
I: Chrift, as the Apollle ſpeaketh, 


_—_— 


Cuae, XXXV. 


Of cortaine duties which we are to _ for the ftrengtbe= 
wing of our faith andpatience, when God deferreth to deliner 


vs 0Kt of aur affittions, and of our thanksgining when we are 
delimered, 


ND theſe are the things whereon we muſt 5 525.1, 

2 ==# meditate for the confirming of our faith, af- The firſt dutie is 
CJ =P, fancc, hope and patience, when God de- gftenio renew 
1/8 I & ferreth the accompliſhment of his promi- 9% 128 /ance. 


[| 


EZ Toz>e ſes, and doth nor deliuer vs from our crofſes 
and afflitions; now wee are to entreate breefly of certaine 
duties tobe performed of vs for the ſame purpoſe which re- 
ſpetaRion.And firſt we ought carefully when God contr- 
pueth ypon vs theſe croſſes and correRtions,to renew often- 
times our repentance towards God, and faith in eſus 
Chrift.Voro the former, namely the practiſe/of renewed re- 
pentance inthe time of our afflictions, the Scriptures every 
d 4 where 


Zac e3e 


law 4.5.9, 


loel.2.12.13. | 


Lam. 3-41.42. 


Lib.2. 766 Chap.35 
-Daties to be performed when God deferreth to helpe vs. 
where exhorte ys. So the Lord by the Prophet ſtirreth yp 
thepeople in caprivitie to the performance of this dutie. 
Turne vnto me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts , and [will turue vnto 
you, ſaith the Lord of byfs. And the Apoſile lames likewiſe 
perfwadethyntoit, Draw neere vnto God, andhewill draw 
neere vnto you, cleanſe your hands you ſinvers, and purge your 
hearts ye wanering minded, Suffer affiiftions , and ſorrow ye, 
and weepe; let your laughter be turned into manruing, and your 
joy into beauineſſe, Neither areweinthe time of afflitionto 
performe this dutic, after an ordinary manner, but with 
great carnefinefle , yehemencie, and-with, all the powers 
'of our heart and ſoules, according to that) of the-Propher; 
Txrne you vnto me with all your hart, with faſting weepmg and 
mourning; and rent you heart and not your/clothes, and turne 
vnto the Lord your Ged, Vnto whichearneſt and ſound con- 
uerftonthe people of God exhort one another inthe land 
of thcir captiuitie, Lec vs (ſay they) ſearch aud try onr waies, 
and turne againe to the Lord ; let vs lift vp ourhearts with our 
hands wnto God m the heauens, Andthus ſeriouſly haue the 
faithfull from time to time renewed their repentance,when 
they have by the- hand of God beene brought into trouble 
and extremity,as we may ſecin the example of the Iftaclits 
oppreſſed by the Philiſtimes ,, who humbled-rhemſelues 
greatly, and wept fo abundantly, that they are ſaid to haue 
drawne water (as with buckets our of a well) and to hauc 
powred it out beforethe Lord. So Daxid faith, that he fain- 
red ir: hismonrning, aud cauſed hs bed enery night to ſwinme, ' 
and watered bs couch with his teares And among the people 
of the Iewes beeing in that great danger through Hamans 
confſpiracie, itis ſaid, that there was great ſorrow, and fa- 
ſting, and weeping, and menrneng, and many lay i ſackcloth &+ 
aſves.Andin the time of their captiuitic, the Prophet ſaith 
of the whole Church, that ſbe wept-continually in-the night, 
that ber teares did runne doVne by ber cheekes, baning none to 
comfort ber.\Which examples we are to imitate when we are 
in afflition, if we would haue our faith afſured in Gods 
pro- 


Lib.z. 707  Chap.35 
Daties to be peyformed then God deferreth to helpe vs. 
promiſes, when he deferreth ro performe chem; and our pa» 

tience ſo confirmed that wee may endure and beare al-crofs 

ſes with comfort and cententment.Forifour new commit- 

ted finnes, fince the time of our firſt and generall repen- 

tance doe lye vpon our conſciences vorepentedof, defiling 
our-bodies and ſoules with'their guilt and filchinefle; chey 

will exceedingly weaken our affurance in Gods promiſes 

of helpe and deliuerance, and accordingly diſable our pati- 
ence,when as faith and-hope, the cheefe pillars ypon which 

it refteth are taken fromir, " 

For without this renewed repentance we cannot with , . 
any good ground of reaſon waite ypon God for fteedme; 9 Self.2. 
and deliuerance with affurance'\and expeRance of his helpe. — "_ 
Firft, becauſe the promiſesare made vnto thoſe onely who 4u;;e if reper. 
forſake their finnes by true repentance , according to that tnce,we can 
of Azariah the Prophet, The Lord is With you, while ye be Vane no aff 
with him; and if ye ſeeke him, he will be found of you; but if ye _— + 

forſake him, he will forſake you, So the Prophet Eſay, Seeke Chon 0 ” 
the Lordwhileſt he may be found, callyevpon him whileit he is Efa.ss 6,7, * 
neere, Let the wicked forſake his wayes, and the virighteans 

his owne imaginations, and returne vnto the Lord, and hewill 


 hame mercy vpon hins,and to our God, for he's readie to forgine, 


And Ezechiah to theſame purpoſe ſaith to the people : /f ze 
returne vnto the Lord, your brethren & your children, hal find 2.Chro;30.9. 
mercy before them that led them captines,aud they ſhall returne 

vnto this lad, for theLord your God is gracious, wil not twrne 

away his face from yon, if ye connert vnto him, Arid the Apo- AE: 
Rletelleth vs, that if we inde owr ſelnes, we ſhall nor be indged 
of the Lord. So that ftill repentance is the condition of 
Gods promiſes, vpon the performance whereof they are 


likewiſe performed, according to that of Azariah, 1w/hoſe- 2ChIOcT5<he 


 enerreturned in his affiiftion to the Lord God of Iſraell, and 


ſought him, he was found of them.Eſpecially when as this duty 
is performed with all earneſtnefle and ſerious heartineſſe, 


| becauſe this hath a more ſpeciall promiſe from the Lord, Ier.2g.rz. - 


and. - 


ſpeakingafterthis manner by his Prophet , Te ſhallſeeke me, 


Lib.2. 708 - Chap. 35. 
Dmties tobe performed when God deferreth to helpe vs, 
ard finde me, hecauſeye ſhall ſeche mewith all your heart, And 
conſequently , they who liue in their finnes withoutrepen- 
tance, cannot apply vnto thewſclues theſe promiſes, be- 
cauſe they doe not performe the condition, and ſo failing 
and faltriog in their faith and hope, they cafily fallimo 
murmuring and impatiencie. Secondly, it is Gods maine 
endin correting vs, to bring vs by his chaſiiſements vnto 
vnfained repentance, and therefore if impenicently we con- 
tinue in our ſinnes, wee cannot waite vpon God for; helpe 
and deliverance, ſceing ſo he ſhoy1d be fruſtrate of his prin= 
cipall end, but may iuſily cxpect that hee will doubleand 
redouble our afflitions, vntill according to his purpoſe he 
hath brought vs ynto reperance & amendement; vnleſſe we 

| beinF number ofthoſe whom he giueth ouer as a deſperate 

; cure, reſerving them for everlaſting and helliſh condemna-» : 

Chyſeſt.ad Pop tion, So one ſaith, that God can this preſent day free and 

Antioch. Romil. Qeljver vs cut of all our afflitions, but he will not doe ittill 
4-Ae patientiee. | « ſee vs purged and purified from our fipnes, ſoundly, 
” conuerted from our cuill wayes, and our repentance not 
only begun,but weliſerled and throughly confirmed in vs. 
Andasthe gold-ſwith will not rake his gold out of the fur 
nace, vntilt he ſce thatit is well purified from the drofſe,be- 
cauſe this was the end why he caſt itin; ſo the Lord will not 
deliuer vs out of this furnace of afflicions, vntill the drofle 
of ſinne bee byour reperitance purged away, becauſe this 
was the end that moued him to caſt vs jntoir, Thirdly, wee 
muſt knowe and remember that our finnes are the cauſes of 
our affl; tions, and therefore till they be taken away by vn- 
fained repentance, we can have no hope of the removall of 
our croſles; for as the fire muſi needs burne ys which we ca- 
ry inour baoſomes vnleſſe it bee caft ovt;or extinguiſhed 

with water, becauſe ir js an effe&t which inſeparably accom- - 
panieth ic very eſſence and nature; ſo will this fire of finne 
continually fcorch vs with the heateof puniſhment, ſeeing 
they cannot be ſevered afunder, vnleſſc we doc put out and 
extinguiſh them,by caſting vpon them the water and teares 


- of 
4 


Lib.3. ny Chap.3s. 

Daties to be performed when God deferreth to belpe we, 
of ynfained repentance, Fourthly, finne is the ting of affli- 
ions, which being pulled out, they become harmelefle; 
bur if ir ſtill remaine in them, it will infuſe jnco them ſuch 
atormenting and _— poylon, that the paine will grow 
intolerable, and impofhble to be cndured with any pati- 
ence.It doth exceedingly wound and weaken our faith, 
making vs to doubt of Gods loue towards vs, ſeeing wee 
ſhew in our obedience ſo ſmall fruits of love towards him; 
which wounds will not be cured ill fin the ſting that made ' 
them be pulled our, and the ſores waſhed and bathed by " M0 
vnfained repentance. And the guilt of fin'is vnto the con- ——...: 
ſcience an intolerable burthen, which being added to the 
burthen of affli ions cannot poſſibly be ſuſtained with hu- 
mane ſtrength;& therefore is no way able to beare the with 
patience, vnlefle we lighten our leade, caſting away finne 
that prefſeth downe, by turning vnto God in vnfained re- 
pentance, And then bearing no burthen of our owne i 
ſing, but thatalone which God layeth vpon vs, wee ſhall 
 eahly ſuſtaine it with comfortand contentment, both be- _ 
cauſc itis light in waight, asthe Apoſtle telleth vs, andalſo 
wee haue aſſured hope by Gods gracious promiſes, that 
within a ſhort time we ſhall be freed from ir. | 

Secondly, having thus renewed our repentance, wee are S Sef7.3, 

in the next place to renew our faith, applying vnto our ſel. 7% ſecond duly 
ues all the gracious promiſes of the Goſpell, made vntore- phe mtv 
pentant ſinners, eſpecially choſe which concerne the free G94; promiſes, 
ſorgiueneſſe of finne, both in reſpeR of the guilt and pu. 
niſhmenr, 2nd our deliverance our of all our afflictions and 
calamirics in Gods due & appointed time , when asir will 
moſt Rand with his glory and the everlaſting geod of our 
owne foules , Whereby our faith beeing renewed and 
trengrhened, we ſhall be the better enabled hopefully eo 
expe the performance of Gods promiſes, although the 
| things promiſed be not fubieQro fight, and aboue the reach 
- ofnaturall reaſon, for asthe Apofile faith; Faith is the ground Heb. 11.1, 
of things which are hoped for, and the enidence of things which 


are 


Eſa.x8. 16. 


Q Sef.4. 


The third dutie 
is true humility, 
whereby we 


Lib.2. 710 Chap.35. . 


Dmties to be performed when God deferretb to helpe vs. 


are not ſcene. And although God tryeth vs with many de- 
. layes, yerwe will patiently attend his leiſure; for asthe Pro- 


_ ſpeaketh, HerThat beleeneth ſoall not make haſte; becauſe 
eis aſſured by faith, that though hee haue not from God 
helpe and deliverance, when he fiſt deſtreth it, yet hee ſhall 
.moſt aſſuredly obtaine it, when as it will tend to his great- 
eſt benefire. , 


The third meanes whereby we may be enabledto waite | 


vpen God, when hee deferreth to accompliſh his promiſes, 
and to deliver ys out of our troubles and atflictions, is to 
labour after true humilitie, whereby knowin > and acknow- 


meehety ſubmit ——_—_— owne ignorance, Which maketh ys vnable to 


our ſelues to 


Gods good plea 


. 
s t 


wV. 


| 2.Pceti2.9, 


diſcerne truely what is good or hurtfull for vs,we do wholy 


X"7 our ſelues and our owne wiſdome, and refigne our 


: ouer freely and wholy vntoGod, to be ruled and or- 
dered by him, as he thinketh good, whether ic be toliue in 
proſperitie or afflition, plentie or povertie, health or ſick- 
nefie, life or death, being perſwaded, that hee is infinite in 
wiſdome, and knoweth what is beſt, infinite in power, and 
therefore able to bring itto y=_m mauvgre the malice and 
mightofall oppoſers, andinfinite alſo in loue and compaſ- 
fion; and therefore willing and ready ro doe that which in 
his wiſdome he ſecth to bee fitteſt for vs. And this ground 


of patience the Apoſile propoundeth, where hee ſaith, that 


the Lord knoWveth to deliner the godly out of temtation, that is, 
he ſo knoweth,thar healſo both can and wil powerfully ef- 


fe ir, .Vpon which foundation we muftalſo build our - 
l 


tience and comfort, when as wee continue Jong in trouble 
and afflition, and being perſwaded of Gods infinite wiſ- 
dome, power and loue,let vs refigne our ſelues wholy to his 
good will and pleaſure, knowing that nothing euer miſca- 
ried which was intruſtcd to his care and prouidence. And 
though our afflitions bee tedious and bitter to fleſh and 
blood, yet ler vs patiently endure that which he in his wiſe 


dome and goodnefle ispleaſcd roinflia,neither preſcribing 
ynto him the meaſure of our afflitions (for itis abſurd an, | 


ridi- 


prof = TORvG IN” PIT TI” : "ak _ wad 
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Liba. 411 Chap.35 
Duties 0 brper formed when'God tleferreth to helpe v3. 
ridiculous for the childe to-make choice of hisrod , and to 
appoint vmo his father what number of ftripes he ſhal giue 
vato-him)oor the meanes by which we would be delivered, 
whichare better knowne 10 God thermo vs; nor finally, 
the time of our troubles, how long'they ſhall laft, and when 
we would haue him to free vs fromthem. For ſo wee ſhall 
bur fall into a dangerous premunire, and make forfeiture of 
aur ſpiritualleſtareyby.cacroaching ypon' Gods royall pri- | 
uiledges and prerogatiues, ſecing our office and dutic is woſtr; ef! cruct 
enely to beare-the crofſe, and ir is Gods part to take it a- ferre,Dei vero 
way. According to the ſaying of an ancient father; to know #ferie. | 
*((ſaith he) the time when our tribulation and afflitions are - a rae 
tobe taken from vs, it belongethto him who hathinflited 7," ph 
ehem bur to beare them meekly with thankſgiviog,ic is the porteat illius eſt 
proper work of our patience, And if we thus meckly ſubmit 9#i eas permiſit 
our felues to the will of God, it will heereof come to paſſe, inferri. Chryfoft. 
that both we ſhall beare our greateſt afflitions with grea- puree _—_ 
ter comfort and contentment, then worldly men the leaſt 
defeRts of their earthly proſperitie ; and alſo-that wee ſhall 
much the ſooner bee freed fromthem, ſeeing our gracious 
father will no longer ſmite and beate vs, when as hee ſeeth 
vs already throughly humbled, vnleflc it be in the caſe of : 
triall, for the better manifeſtation of his graces in vs, that L 
hereafter he may crowue them with the greater glory. 

The fourth meanes , enabling vs to-waite ypon'Godin , <q _- 
trouble and afflition, isto worke our hearts vntofirm: af- 74, (,,7 auy 
fiance inhim in all eſtates and'conditions, that we may fay js t rruſt in 
with /ob, Though he kill me, yet will 1 truſt in him; and that God at all 
both in the preſence andabſence of inferiour meanes, For if 75," _m Jn. 
in our croſſes and calamities, we doe not as we ought looke _ wor 
ynto God, bur reft in the helpe of our worldly hopes and ,,y.moanes. 
ſecondary cauſes; it is not poſſible to preferue ourpatience, Iob.1z. 5. 
feeing they will through vofaithfulneſfe bewray vs when | 
we truſt inthem,through imporencie and inſuffict=ncy faile 
_ vs, when wereſt ypon them, and when they haue pulled v3 
yp (as we were) ſinking tothe top- of the waters, _ _ 

thinke 


Ter.19.17. 
Pſa.108.13. 
Pſa.118.8.9. 
ler. I 7:7 


ler * + 1 


| Lib.2. 713 


_ Chap.35. 
Duties tobe performed when God deferreth to helpe vs, 
thinke our ſelues eſcaped out of the danger, they will lee 

oethcir hold for want of firength, or wilfully thruſt ys 
Pack againe into the -gulfe of deſtruion, whereas if our 
whole affiance and confidence bee inthe Lordand his pro- 


' miſedhe]pe, wee ſhall be well freed from the violence of 


affion, and neither bee much lifted vp with hope in the a- 
bandance of earthly helpes, becauſe we know, that if he do 
but blowe ypon they, they doe preſently vaniſh; nor deie- 
Red with feare and de ſpaire, when as they faile and forſake 
ys,\becauſe wee are aſſured, that God in whom wee truſt, is 
able to deliuer vs without them, by his al-ſufficient power, 
orelſe can when hee pleaſeth iprouide vs other meanes in 
their tead, which are more convenient and better ableto 
helpe vs. Let vs therefore in all our affli ions pur our truſt 
in the Lord, ſaying with the Church when he deferreth his 
helpe, Be »ot terrible unto me, thou art my hope in the day of 
adnerſitie, And againe, Give vs helpe againſt trouble, for vaine 
i the helpe of man, For it 6s better (8s the Pſalmifſt ſpeaketh) 
to truſt in the Lord, then to bane confidence 1n man: lt ts better 


 totruſt in the Lord,then ts hawe confidence in Princes, for bleſ- 
-. ſed is the man Who traſteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the 
-Lord «; as the Prophet pronounceth him; bleſſed in reſpeR 


of -hispreſent condition, ſceing he isaffuredin Gods good 
time of helpe and deliuerance, and in the meanetime of his 
gracious preſence and afliftance, enabling him «0. beare 
with patience and comfort whatſoeuer he is pleaſedtolay 
ypon hiin; and bleſſedin reipect of his future hopes, ſeein 

he ſhall hauc his patience,and hunble waiting on the Lords 
leiſure, rewarded and crowned with everlaſting happineſle, 


- Whercas contrariwiſe, Curſed is the man who truſteth wn 


wan,and maketh fleſh tie arme,and withdraweth is heart from 
the Lord; becauſe hee ſhall but inherite the winde, and bee 


fruſtrated of his hope and confidence, leaning vpon' ſuch 


weakereeds and broken ſaves, as will moſt faile and de- 
cejue,when as they are moſt reſted ypon. According to that 


. Jamentable complaint of che. atflited.Church, 7hileff-xe 


waited 


4% EE... - Chap.zs:; 
Df owr thankfulneſſe vn:s God after we are delinuered, 
for our vain helpe, onr cies failed; and in oxr Waiting | ___ co 
:d for a nation that ronld not ſane vs, - | 
y, becauſe in ourafflitions wee are ſo weake and | 

d, that we are impatient ofany delay, therefore we Q.Set7.6. : 
aue often our recourſe vnto God by feruent and ef- The Sen aps 


prayers, carneftly crying and craving forfreedome } , _ 
erance in ſucha time as the Lord feeth fitteſt for WTI 

e glory and our ſpirituall good; and'\char in the 

time he will give yntovs ſuch firength and patience, 

 tnwardly refreſh vs with the ſweete fecling of his 

nd comforts of his holy Spirit, tharwee may beable 

dure our afflitions , as long as hee ſhall bepleaſed to 
dntinuethem vpon vs; grounding theſe our prayers vpon 

ais word and gracious promiſes, whereby hee hath aſſured 

vs, that he will faue and deliuer vs,if we call vpon him, when 

aSit ſhall bee moſt profitable for vs to receive this mercy; 

and that inthe meane while he will ſo ſupportys with the 

power of his might, that wee ſhall not faint in the day 

of triall, nor bee ouerwhelmed with the waight of affti- 

Rions. 

And thus haue I ſhewed how the Chriſtian isto cary and . Se.7. 
demeanc himſelte whileſthe is vnder the crofſe: Now inthe gp = _ | 
laſtplace, according to our order propounded in the be. 77 arcew 
wy). of this ſecond Booke, wo 5. breefly co declare pay rt 
what duety he is to performe,after that through Gods grace and thankeſsi- 
and mercitull aſſiſtance heis freed from his afflitions. And «ing. 
this in awordis out ofa hevrt truely and vnfainedly thank- 
full co render vnto the Lord all glory, praiſe and thankſgi. 

'uing for his deliverance our of theſe troubles, For this dutie pfa.co.1 5, 

the Lord himſelfe requireth of vs; Call xpor mein the day of Ter.20.13, 
trosble; ſo will I delzwer thee, and thou ſhalt glorifieme, Sothe Heb-13.15- 
Prophet leremy , Sing vnto the Lord, praiſe ye the Lord, for ® 

be hath delivered the ſonle of the poore fromthe hand of the © 

wicked. And the Plalmiſt diverſifying the ſeueral miſeries, our 

of which the Lord gelivereth his people, doth take occafion 

thereby to incite and tire men vp to-praiſe his holy name. 

Let 


Pfa.1 O7,22.33 
37. 


Pfs.50, 13.14. 


Pſa.69. 30.31. 


| Pſac9.13-14. 
& 106.47. 


- Hol, 14.3. 


' tabic: Iwilpraiſe (faith he) the name of God with a ſong? 


Lib.2. 714 Chap 

Of our thank fulneſſt unto God after we are delinered 
Let them therefore (ſaith he)confeſe before the Lord hu 
kindneſſe, and bis Wonderful workes before the ſonnes 
and let them offer the ſacrifice ef praiſe,” and declare hu 
with reiojcing, Let them exalt him in the congregati 
people, andpraiſe him in the aſſembly of the Elders, 4 
dutie the Lord highly prizeth, preferring it farrea 
ſacrifices and burnr offerings. According to that of t 
miſt, 1/14 [eate the fleſh of bulls ? or drinke the blood « 
Offer wnto Godpraiſe , and pay thy vowes unto the mo 
In regarde whereof hee profeſſeth, that hee will a: 
ther performe itthen the other, as being much more 


magnific him with chanksgining; for this ſhall pleaſe the Lo, 
better then ayoung bulleck that bath harnes and hoofes, Yea, 
this is the end which not onely God propoundeth of our | 
deliveirces,that we ſhould glorifiehim,but which the faith- 
full alſo propound vnto them ſelues in all their troubles, 
therefore eſpecially crauing helpe and ſuccourat Gods hids 
in their afflitions, thatthey may haue occafion of thank. 
giving, and of lauding and magnifying his holy namefor 
their deliuerance. So Davidprayeth , Mane mercy vpen me, 
O Lord, conſider my trouble hich 1 ſuffer of them that hate 
me, thou that lifteſt me from the gates of death, that I may ſhew 
all thy praiſerwuhin the gates of the danghter of Sion, and re- 
zoyce in thy ſaluation, Andelle where, Saxe vs, O Lord our 
God,and gather vs from among the heathen, that we may praiſe 
thy holy name, and glorifie in thy praiſe, And becauſe through 
their great cortuptionof' natyretbe faithfull haue feared to 
forget ſoexcellenta dutic after their deliuerance, (like vnto 
the leapers who being cleanſed, onely one of ten returned 
to gine thanks) therefore they haue beene ready to binde 


. themſclucs by ſolemnevow & promiſeto the performance 
of it, according tothat ofthe Prophet, Take away all iniqui- 


t1e,and receine vs graciouſly, fo __ render rhe calues of our 
lippes. And thus David having bound himfelfe by vow to 
praiſe God for his deliverance, after he was deliuered pen- 


ned 


Lib.z, _ Chap.35 
Of onr thankfulneſſe vnto God after we are delinered, : 


ned an excellent Pſalme of thankſgiving, wherein hee per- 
formeth his vowes vato God. Wha: ſhall / render (faith hee) 
onto the Lord for all bis benefits towards me, I will take the cup 
of ſaluation, and will call upon the name of the Lord, Iwillpay 
my vowes vutothe Lord, enen now tm thepreſeuce of all bis peo 
ples I will effer unto thee a ſacrifice of praiſe, andwidl call vpon 
the name of the Lord, And agaive, /willpraiſe thee, becauſe gy, ve. 
thou haſt heard me, and haſt been my deliverance, The which g cq ; _ y 
yowesof thankeſgiving, the Lord himſeltfe requires, Offer 
wnto Gedpraiſe, and pay thy vowes vnto the moſt high, And 
- therefore ſecing theſe thankes and praiſe are the maine end 
of our deliuerances, which both God andthe faithfull doe 
cheefly aime at, let vs carefully endeauour to attaine ynto it; 
for by the rule of reaſon the cnd is alwaies better thenthat 
which is deſtinated vnto it; and conſequently if we muſt e= 
Neeme our deliverance it ſclfe, by which we are freed from 
all our troubles; much more accompt are we to make of the 
praiſes of God, andour thankſgiving after that weare e- 
ſcaped; ſecing it is the end for which God delivereth vs, 
and we defirc to be deliuered. And as inthe time of cur af- 
flition we are diligent in prayer, andearneft ſviters vnto 
 Godfor his helpe and aide;ſo having obtaineditler vs be as 
forward and ready to rcturne vnto himthanks and praiſe 
for his mercy and goodneſlſe, For otherwiſe we ſhall diſco 
uervnto God and ourowne conſciences moſt ſhamefull in- 
gratitude, in that being ſuch bare banke-rupts,that we haue 
nothingto returne vnto God for all his benefits, wee will 
not reinaine thankfull debters; and having nothing elſe to 
render vnto him for all his mercies, we will not ſo muchas 
yecld vnto him praiſe and thanks. Yea, wee ſhall plainely 

rouc, that weare not in the number of Gods faithfull peo. - 
ple, whoſe conſtant pradtiſe in all ages hath bin, romagnifie 
and glorifie the holy name of God, when they have beene 
deliuered our of any afflitions, as it plainly appeareth in ſo 
many places of the ſacred Scriptures; that, it is bur loſt 
rinie to.infiſt ypon them. 


Pfa.r 16.4.03. 
13.14.17. 


Bee Now 


, W__ 
Py r 


Fee | : 
Eib:2. / | 716 C hap. 35« 
..- , - Of ay therbfirluefſt aro God whit 8 aht delibtthed. 
$Seft8.  ' Nowghischankfulnefſe whettby we glorifie God,for his 
| ; tee rh + :, gracious deliverance of vs our of trouble and affliGtion, is 
- tobe offered vn- not to be m—__ formall and excecnall, but is firſt and prin= 
to Godfor ow cipally to be cated in,our minds and hearts, wherein we 
 deliuerance. areperpetually to retaine a gratefull remembrance of Gods 
mercy towards vs, witha reſolued purpoſe and intention in 
all chings to glorific his haly name, when as any occaſion is 
offered or may be taken by vs. Forthe Prophet Malachie 
Mal.2.2. threatneth a curſe againit the Prieſts which was corall yp- 
on them, ifthey did nor conſider, or put it in thery heart to gine 
#lory wnro the Lord, And the Apoſtle exhotteth vs in all 
x.Cor.10,z, thingsto intend andaime at Gods glory, #hziher (faith he). 
267 Jeeate or drinks, or wharſuency ye doe doe all to the glory of God, 
Butyet thisthankſalneſſe is not wholy to bereferued (as ir 
were) in the cloſe priſon of our owne brefſts, for ſo God . 
ſhould loſe the glory, our neigbours a good example, and 
we faile in the performance of our dutie, but itis alforo be 
profeſied wirh our mouthes,and our profeſſonto be appro- 
ued by our workes andaQtions, Inour ſpeaches we areto 
declare what great things the Lord hath done ſor vs, to 
mapnifie his mercies for our deliuerances out oftrouble,and 
ro praife his holy name in Pſalmes, Hymnes and fpiricuall 


% 


Col.3.16 


fongs, fweerningthe muſicke of the voice with the harmo= 
nious melody of our hearts. And becauſe the Lord is glo- 
rified, not onely in his praiſes, according to the ſaying in 
Plago.23. the Plalmes, He that ſacrificeth praiſe, doth plorifie me ; bh 


alſoin all our holy communications, arid in our religious, 
honeſt and ſauoury ſpeaches; therefore wee muſt acquaine 
"7 our tongues Withthe language of Canaan,and avoiding all 
corrupt and vproficable words, we muft fet a watch betore 
the-dore of our lips, and carefully take heed that ourſpeach- 
esbe ſopowdred with the fate of wiſdome and holineſſe, 
charthey may not onely glorifie God, but alſo tend to the 
edificacion of thoſe rhatheare vs, Finally, becauſe chankful. 
nefſe profeſſed is not ſufficient, viileſſe ic be alfo approved 
by. our workes of godlinefle and fatiRtification; therefore 
, | NG We 


| Col.4.6. : 
Epheſ.4.29; 


s 
Y 


ya 


Lideds RE " "Chipgg, 0 
Of oar thank falneſſe 1nto Godaftey we are delivered, 


we muſt endeauour alſo that our /ights may ſo ſhine before Tl 
, - Matth. 5.16, _ © 


men,that ſecing eur goo Works, they may 2 lorifie our father in 
heanen, And to thisend let vs take heed that weedoenogs - 


dimme or dazle this light, by onerſhadowing it with the \ 

black cloude of fin and wickedaefle; buteſpectally let ys la- 7 
bour to mortifie thoſe corruptions,and to forſake thoſe fins, © + EE 
which our owne conſcierſtes doe condenine tobe the likes © #7 >; 
lieſt cauſes of our late afflictions, leſt lying and living ſhilin +. 27 


our finnes, and impenicently going forward in our former | 
euill courſes, we fall intoa relapſe of Gods eſcaped iudge-* 
ments, and after our deliuerance from leſſer afflictions,haue <= : 
- (as our Saviour ſpeaketh)ſome worker puniſhmenc inflicted : 
ypon vs, And withall,let vs labourin the contrary workes of Toh. 5.147 
holyneſſe and righteouſneſſe , endeauouring by our abun- | 
dant fruits of an holy & ſan&ified life, that our heauenly ſa» 
ther may be glerified;& fo,may we be affured that the Lord 
will forthe timc to come, either preſerue vs out of ſuch af. 
fictions, as we have formerly ſuffered, or will inflit them 
onely for our triall, and the manifcſtationof his gifts and 
graces in vs; bringing vs as his moſt approved ſouldiars into 
this conflict of tearations,that we may obraine vitory ouer 
all our ſpirituail enemies, and afterwards be crowned with 
all glory and happineſle in his heauenly kingdome, which - 
he grant ynto vsthat hath dearly bought it for vs, leſus 2 
Chriſt the righteous,to whom with the Father, f 
and the.holy Spirit, be rendered of ys, | 
and his whole Church, al honour and ; 
praiſe, power, maieftie anddomi- 
nion both now andforeuer- 
; more. Amen. 
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Curi1sSTIAN WARFARE: whetcin is ſhewed, 
how the Chriftian may be armedand ſtrengthened againſt 


thetentations of the World on the left hand, ariſing from 
trouble and afflition; and inabled to beare all [ets and 
miſeries wich patience , comfort and 


_ thankſgiuing, 


By I DOvv NAM, Batchclarin Diuinitie, 
and Preacher of Gods word, 


Tannzs 1.% * 


My brethren conntit exceeding ion, when ye fall into diners tentations, 


2. Cor 4,17. 


For our light affiiAion which is but for a moment,canſerh pnts V4 "— | 
woſtexcellent and an eternall _ ef glory, 
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or delinerance out of afflictions, © 

S 2 The firſt meaves of comfort is to meditate in Gods 
word, and firſt of Gods commandement to wait, 

$ 3 Secondly to meditate on Gods gravious promiſes. 

S 4 Thirdly toconfider that theſe promiſes are infallible, 

S.5 Fourthly toconſider, that God wſnally deferreth to 
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life ro come, 
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reſerueth vs from condem- 
nation, 6.26, ſeff,1, 


(pirituall, vide F» 


_ Lt. wiſedome 
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worldly bene- 
fits, which arrg 
increaſed by 
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furthereth our ſaluation, and 
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ſez, 10.9, 


firs, ſelf, 4. . 
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Temperance,fobri 
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Faults eſcaped in the printing, 


Pag.19.1.26.r for thus fin.p.7.1.32.r.hurt,that it. p.72.1. 6.in the marg tt» ine7pe> 
he. i 5pſce.p.103.L1 ph > 00g x 2 Fry 5 wg: 19.] 18.r,as S— 

.123-1.10.1.him alone, p. 152-1. 1.r.ourſuics grited.p. 1 6.1.25. blor our,the.?.134. 

16.r.good.p.207,h6.9.r.his ſecret. p:219.L33-r. do once, p.367. 1, 5.r. crimes.all 
this.p-276,1.29.r-alſo ſhewed.p.zog.l.5.r.wbich pardonttb.p.31, 1,18.r,diſcerneth 
p.357-1. 1.9.r.this reaſon. p. z70-1.26.r.wete perſecuted. 376.1. 22.r.So the apofile, 

ag. $88. 1,20 r.ſcarce and p.390.1.26.r ncw thus, p.z91.1-19.r.ouer ween.p.400; 
{'&.cipe Js:&1,29.r.tiarfirory vanities. pg? 2.1.5.r wdeueurin ving, &1,24.1.a0d 
raking.p,419.1,74.r.honor accrewing;p.418 1,7.in margent.r,merut. & 1. 27.r.10- 
wards rhem:& 1. zo.r.lcuc ir. &.1.31.r ard corrections, p, 422.1, 3 4.1.which as « 
P42 3,1.2-r:Abob, J, 22. 1:the world. p.436.L1.r and rot ovly.p.439.1.7.in marg, 
r.parce:. P-4 $.).21,r.can never.p.448.1,18.r.wayis fo.. &l.25. r.fond on.p.q53.l. 
24.r.ſmal itch.p. 463-1. 29.r Purlet.p,465.4.1.r. (corned and contemned.p.472.l, 
3 3.r.preu'deep.477.l. 25.209 I will & 1,29.1.of our evill.p.480.1.16.r.cies then all 
other nations inthe earth, p.q8 32.1.19.r.great euills, & p.q83.1.6.r.thy Alripes but 

«484-1.6.r-neere at.p.q85.l.1 2.1, wiſedome to be.& 1. 19.r.ſole power,p.456.1.22. 
In margent.r.curatiexeml.24.rrikodexogr& 25.r. patient.gog.l. 17, r.cut downe 
p,51e-1.13.r.full of.p,gig.l.2.r:vs, or 16, P. 524- I, 31.1, mech runying. p.538.1,20. 
' r.drifks,as. p. 545+ 1. 3 2-t, ſparing vſc.p.558,1.9.r, childbirth. p. 5 65.1.13.r.copſo- 
latioa.& 1.19.r.voluptnous plenty.p, 569.1. 1.r.ovr graces. p. $91 .). 12,a»d that 
p.583.4.6.r.cucrlaſting torwents.p- 595.1. 2-r. 15 ſubſtracted. p, 606.1. x 2,r.ſuch 
ſcarcity»Pp.623-1,13.1-and diſlike. p.658.1, 25.r.may we. p.662.1.26,r.0ur ownce, 


OF AFFLICTIONS, 
WHICH ARE THE SECOND 
ſort of worldly enemies, their nature, properties 
and the manner of their fight,and how we may be 
ſo prepared and armed for this ſpiritual 


. "Warfare, as that wee may be aflured , 
to obtaine the viorie. 


Crap. 1, 

Of, affliftions which are the ſecond ſortof ourworldly enemies, 

of their power and danger: what they are ,and of the divers 
kinds of them, 

i-$,- . Aa may the Chriſtians life bee called 25.Sef, A 


= Y VIHA 


hoftts, ſeeing whileſt we continue here, 


1 Wav. wee are beſet on all ſides with enemies, 
bn ERS miphtic, and malitious ; which neuer 
ceaſe to affaiilt and yexe ys, either with the lighter skirmiſh 


of weaker trialls,orthe maine battel oftronger tentations, 
yntill by death obtaining a full yiRorie, the retrait is ſoun- 
ded by our'great commander, and thoſe receiued into the 
Church triumphant, who haue fought valianzly in the 
Church Militant, thatthey who haue contemned worldlie 
ſhame may be crowned with heauenly gloric, and they; tri- 
umphinioy and happines,who to obtaine the yiRtory haue 

B fought 


Warfare on earth, and the whole num- Thepreface to 
ber ofthe ele & faithful a Church mi- - olowing 
A licant, or royall armic of the Lord of © 


: _  'of Dihel? or fit ſhodld'zdde one 'drim'ts'rhe witely; 


powerfully prodncerh and worketh in ys. Concerninpthe 
former, Gods lone. appeareth in the meaſure of our affil, 


Qions, firſt generally inthat hee is content roaffii@tys'in 


_ ome. meafure 5 for' ſeeing” our ſmnes have beene withoup 


\ meaſure both in'their greatneſſe and' number; and baug 
. beene alſo'commirted againftan immenſe, iofinice andin» | 


comptehenfible maieſtie; therefore if the Lord ſhould deals 


with ys dccording to his iuftice'and righteous tadpmenny; | 


wee hine deſerved thar our ptnifhments ſhould bee with 


out meafore, number or- end; Bit God' infinite i) merely * 


and goodnefſe doth nor deale with vs'according' ro our dee 
ſerrs; but as hee hath graciouſly tured the puniſhinerrs of 


ſlaves, 'irnfliQed bya righteonsTodge”, invo-chafiifernents | 


'of ſorncs"inflited by #loving father: (6 2ecording rothip 
loucandititercy' hee hath meafuredont ſach's cerraine find 


and proportion of theſe afflitions vnto curry one of his. 


children, as in: his wiſdome hee knoweth'to bee firteſt ſor 


them, and tharbothin reſpe& of their quantitie, wharand 
how much they ſhaſF bezre', antaHe it! refpe@ of their 
time and coritinvance, when'\snd how Tong+ hey fhaldews 


_ dure them. Towhich' refpe& we may truely »ffirme, chaves. 
there is no crofle, calamitic or afliftron, which is norfores 


appointed of Grid and ordered, ruled and diſpoſed by:biy | 
moſt wiſe and al)-ritlfhy providence; ſorhe quantitiehow | 
much, and the time how long, is Hoby rhe fame wiſddmey 


| andpronidenee bruained and appointed; iſhch one 
and firit manner, thar/as jr is irhpoſiible for 'ovy ayes 
free birnſelfe, iti whole or in part; fromanyof thut meuſkne 
 which'is ſhire? 264'glloted ynto hiny;' or 16-preverttld 

feorie; b 


_ orone minute to rhe rime-of oor aflitions; morether thi 
. proportion which'Goaby! his powerful wifoeme huf/ 
FL mca- 


evade 284" Chapao; | 
That Godt lont ajprareth ni the meaſure of ow effuftions, | -, 
; ing ſecter in himſelfe; he mokerh knowne' vnto'vsdy whey | | 
ftuices and effects, which by theſe his chaſtiſements hes. 


Ay Sr | 
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"To | | Chap.10. 
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BB mefored gut yntether, .Forgs. WL 129.196 Waters 
Mie fcalo HAAR yeh j DR lob.38.11, 
| urens bit wo further, and here ball xe [tax Jew provd anc, | 
- Tochispupoſe the Plalmift fairh, that God had fed hiepee> PRl0S, 
Mowibiche hregd of rearesy grad green: thee, teapes to dre | 


. Mbhor faich ypon this crutch. jn, 0&7 prayers; VPI0.99 9! 
_helpeand Aelgravcs- Re.uat exgr3 of {87d glance Mra(nrcs 
either remerbFy inigairie for, euer 560d again, us thay E1264.9.12, 
 Ioldtbn peace, andufflith y5.qhque meaſure? Astiough [hep 
ſhould fay, 1 am aſſured thaxghpv wilt nordoe jt, kezng. 15.45 
et | rarie to thy nature, word and viuall cuftamc,A wirb 
thisagreeth the booke gf .,wiſdome, where it is ſaid, thas 
theLord wanted notmeanes, tohauccorreRted his people 
wich, quch more grievous, afflictipns, then thoſe; which 
they indured, but, yet he had por done. if, becanſe he badpry Wii, 17.20. 
deteſt all chings 11 meaſure, number aud waight, As alſo the 
apino of our Sauiour Chrilt Rimſelfe, who afficmeth, thas 
notanely our greater afflitions, burthe leaſt and ligheeſt, 
eyenzo che falling of an hairefrom-.oyr heads, arcprfered Marrt.1o 30, 
byGpds prouidence,ſo as they.cannotwithour his appaine- Luc.21.18, 
ent happen vnto vs, Anczapplewhercof we have in /ch, 1,1 6 
12564 atthe firſt could nor touch himitillhechadre. OE 
arined a commiſſion from God; -ſo neither could hee adde 
awythiog vato bis fift afflitions, till his commilſion was 
weld, And as the Lord weaſuregh.out vato-vsRuraffli- 
tans, in reſpeR of their quanticiezſo a)ſo.inregard of their 
| Upe3as,wemay ſec in the Agyptianbopdage, which was 
448 br by God to continue 430«yeares, Whichbeing 
red, the people of Iſrael were inthe yery ſame daygeli- 
wed pur.of ir. Andalſp,inthe captiuitie ef. Babylon, which 
M1acontigue by Gods decree 70-yrares, which /boing 
expired. according to, Gods promile madeunrothemby3us Ter 29.10, 
Prapher, they were deliuercd, ourof thein gaptivitie; Ang * <9 35-2 
boo ord appointetha certaive itimefortheaſAutiions © 4 
the: Chyrch of Smyrna, 1k ſhallcome tapae,tharebe Dir 
a —— { —_—_@__D Apo.2.10, - 
bak / | yea - 
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Tyr 4 =. 


Exo.12.40 41. 
ler.25.11, 


F, 
47 
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| Chap.13.6. 


Wiſd-12.10.21 


_ Nowtheconfideration of this truth, that God doth 


. enemiestobe loaded with mjſcries at their pleaſure, sour 


A 


-That Goll afftifleth v3 ont of meeri lone, 

ee ſhall bane rribalation ten dajes . And alfo tothe whale 
Chutch milicant, where itis ſaid,Thar che woman (thatisrhy 
Church) fled into the wilderneſſe, where ſve had a place preparid 
of God, that they ſhonld ſeed ber there a thouſand, two bundrel 
and thrieſcore dayes, Byall which it appeareth that the Land 
doth hor theſten' his childten'raſhly and in bis furie, buy 

with great wiſdorne and deſcretion, and vpon mature del 

beration 'appointing before hand both the quantitie of 

their affliions, and the time of their continuance; anday 

mervaile, for if ( as the author of the booke of wiſdome 

ſpeakerh) rhe Lord doth puniſy the enemies of his children, and 
the condenmed 10 death with ſuch deliberation , gining they 

time aud place, n bereby they mightbe delinered from theirma. 


liee; with how great crrcumfpettion will be indge his ewne ſoit 


vi open-toafflitions, norleaue ys to Satanandovr ſpititt 


-Finnes which are without number or end haue iuftly defer- 
ved; but doth in his fatherly wiſdome meaſure out yntoe- 
uery one of vs ſuch a proportion of affliQtions as is fitting 
for vs; as it- doth ſufficiently ſhewthe greatneſlc of Godt 
' mercy andloue, ſo it may ſtrengthen our patience in the 
time of our affligtions, and repleniſh our hearts with joy 
and conſolation. Seeing wee ſtand nor to the cruell | 
of the enewies of our ſaluation, to endure what pleaſeth 
them tolay vpon vs ; but only haue ſuch a meaſure allonted 
vmto ys, as God in his infinite loue and goodnefle knoweth 
beſt; and howſoecuer they are oftentimes the ir. ſtrumentzof 
 ourcalamities , and are yſed by our heavenly Phyfitianss 


his Apothecaries to miniſter vnto vs theſe vnpleafant FP 


ions, for the purging away of our corrpt-and finfull 
-mors, yetdorh be firicckly preſcribe fuch an exa@ bill ofthe 
" ingredients, and carieth ſach. a-watchfull eye over chews, 
-whileſt they are making theſe confeQions, that they arent 
able roadde one _— ynto hisproportions,nor to pep 
owns oftheſe loathſome drugges then js'fit for the 


Ring of the cure; & the recovery of our ſpiritual! _ 
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| 4&6 thus it generally appeareth, that Gad. ſheweth: s Sef# 4. 
-arcaricuc and mercy, vntc ys;in-thathe doth, afflit ys in 7oct our aſfti 
meaſure, ſeeing our innumerable and; moſt hainqus fing ons are in 
hue deferned,,.2pd; the entemies;of:ou;; laluation Yori ww 
 Williag.avd ready. to inflit,on vs all his plagues-and pyn 
 mſhments:inwbichreſpeR we au iuft cauſe ro'thioke 
hat we are-wel deals withyif we eſcape any ofthem,and 
thacknowledge in our greateſt Rions wich the di- 
ſtefſed Church, Sag ef the lnfiigyercy of God, that; . 
gre 222 utterly cenſured 2{ccingat is notto.beattribu. | 
"wynro any: of'aus deſerts, whole, finnes: haue-pulled ' ** 
lawne Gods judgements ypon.ys,norto want of wil or 
awer inſathanandthe world whoare alwaies able and 


Lamen,g-23e 


Wrovs to: do';ys miſchicfe, bur-onely.rga Gods infinice 
aeand mercy ,inleſus Chriſt, with, pardoneth all our. 
ges, and" co. his: almighty. po wer and, providence, 
whereby he preſeruerh and defendeth 'vs. fromthe ma- 
mand might ofalltheſe ourenemies,lo ions cannot 
aſh v5 at cheir ownegleaſure, bur Ds As..Ca4 ds in- 
Incas aficand corre vs inductra mance, 
nas he preſcriberh. Nowlles ws deſgend.io amore ipe- 
jall.confn re of our af ions, : and, 
akea morecleare. view - Gods loue bodeorecy ri ight: 
Quoingcherein,and A m—_ 
Mele which we,bearczapd wah fe r 
Rand beareit -Thelgu Fe 9 PARRA: 
lpahe meaſure of _—_ Aions borb in, reſpec of help 
' Qanticy which is but mall fadin their time which: is, 
ſhort; for cither they axe. Hghragg wn 7 os, 
aeif they þe grear.m guanti 1 ep eg 


ir, GQQTInUancey BA. 1 
are eabe.ig-wajght; and tbert TT yeh 
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1.Cor.1 I.3 2, 


> .Con 1 7 


Math.11.30; 
Pſal.62 9, 


CO CRT 


Chap:10, — 
©... That Ori lowrappearatb inthe 

in trueth we may well ioyneboth together, and affirme 

wrth the Apoſtle that they are both light in their loade 


and waight,andalſoſhorrand momentany intheir time - 
- . and continuance/And therfore well may-we beare them 


not onlywith patience; bur alſo with ioy and thankful: 
nefſe; eſpecially if we conſider, that through the infinite 
mercies of God and merits of Chriſt, we are- correged 


with theſe ſmall and ſhort-chaſtiſements, that we may | 


be freed from'intolletable torments and everlaſting 


condemnation,ard'0o therefore indure rbeſe light and 


momentary afſhions;tharthrough the bleſſing of God, 
they may cauſe unto v3 a far more excellent and an eternal 
waight of glory. Firſt then Gods mercy and loue towards 
vs doth appearc in the meaſure'of our affliRtions,inthar 
they: are but” lighr' and ſmall: for whereas ourfinng 
hane deſerved the SIOgs of Gods writh 
and theintollerabletorments of the damned in hellfire; 
the Lord hath graciouſly ſpared vs, and eaiſed his only 
deare fonnefin ovr ſtead to beare-our iniquiries, tope. 
cher withithepiihiſhmicne duevnto' them? he hathwithe 


held it froni ghtiag and1ying vpotivs, whom itwould 


haue ouerwhelmed;and prefſed downe to the bottome 
ofhell;and hath laideir ypon the ſhoulders of our Saui- 
our who was abletobeate ir,and in bearing alſo toabo- 
liſh and'take ir away: 
burthen f6rvs;” ndt attordivg' ro the meaſure" 6f ir 
finnes hut of ourftrengeh:tnor that intolerable burthen 
of finne and puniſhment, which would oppreſſe vs, 'and 
caufe vs to finke rhto, the gnlfe of defperation, buts 
\\itertight and cafigVurthen of afMiiftions, as.our Saui- 
onf talterhit; e8deps'vs who are lighe'vpon the bal 
—_— ePfalmiſt ſpeaketh) from+ bering puffed vp 
and blowne away: with the 'wind of worldly vanities. 
And this helayethvpon vs, not to _—_— tyre ys, but 
that it may ſerne as an — to _ vs in obedi- 
ence,and to inable ys the more ficly ro'draw gy 


% 


Art-now he-hath fired anothet * 
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i6:4; ©. 307 | Chap.10, 
" * _ pneaſureof onr affiittions,' 
>way of Gods commandements, which.inthe end = 

ring reſtto. qur; ſovles-:.n0r-roouerburthenand'- 0” f, 
evs in this ſea; of miſeries; but rather to. ballaſt vs, - 
thatwe be not auerſer withthe boiſterous blaſts of {a- 
| thans temptations, and to keepe vs in right courſe that 

we be not wrackt ypon the rocks of finne.Sorthe author 
ofthe book af Wiſedome; ſaith;Therefore thou chaftneſt 

them by little and litle that offend;and warneſt them by put» Wiſ.r1.2, 

ting them. in remembrance wherin they haxe offended that 

leaning their wickednes. they may beleene, on thee O Lord, 

Andthis ſmall meaſure of afflittion: which the Lord 
hahprepared for xs,is fignified.in the:ſcriptures- by the 
| pmeofacyp,which by our keaucnly; father is mingled 

aadprouided forour drinking; for it is notfaid that we 

muſt drinke a ſea of ſorrowes;or an infinite :meaſure of 

miſhmenr, as Qur finnes baue deſerued;; no nor- yet a Non caduc ſed 

barrell or great veſſel|,butoncly:a beele:cup; Thewhich calix. 
wemuſt nor drinke alone;for the: Lord hath cauſed his 

ſonne our Sauiour to drinke the vety dregsthereof, even 

tothe botrome, and bath onely left alittle pirtance for 

ito talt & lip of, which bythe death of Chriſt is ſo.cor- 

reed and purified from the poiſon of Gods wrathy 2nd 

ſoſugred and {weetned with his meries and obedience, 

that not only the chiefe loathſomneſle thereof is taken 

away,but alſo it is made hereby, of a mortallpeiſon 

which would haue killed vs,a wholeſcmepreferuatine 

to keepe ys from the contagion of fianejand aprofitable 

potion to. purge vs from- our:corruptions .'In regard 

whereof our affitions and griefs are but ſhadowesand 
reſemblances, ratherthen ſubſtantial 'euills,& are racher 

rizards co fright children .in Chriſt , then true enemies 

An ſnerns vs hart And therfece the Apoſtle eiling 

01 m faith, A» dyiig and beholdi we lint; xr thaftevel,, 1,Cor.c.y 
a81et.not killed. 96 ſorrowing; and yet alway reiejoing, 
&e.Whence one obſeruerh that.our ſorrowhath's quef, 
«thingh, or 4s itwere added torburſohathnor aurite- 
147 ”- -04S- - jon 


- Lib.2, 680  Chap.35; 
Conſolation: ariſing from our aſſurance of delinerance, 

a ſingular canſolation vnto vs in all our troubles and afflj» 
 Qievs, in that the Lord who is almighty and moſt able to 
helpe vs, is alſo infinite in Jove and compathon towards yy, 
and therefore alwaies ready and willing to giue ynto vs de- 
-liverance in time moſt convenient. Forifthe childe fo pre. 
ſumeth on his Fathers Jove, that having alſo powerin his 
hand to ſupply his wants, proteR him from dangers, &free 
him from any evill,he I ypon him-in his 
.greateſtpouerty and miſery ; If rM beloved wife ſo truftech 
in her husbands loue, that ſhee careth not to haue much in 
her owne keeping, ſo ſhe be affuredthat he hath inoughfor 
-both,norfeareth any enemy in his preſence which ſhe know. 
-eth he inable to refit and overcome ; nor is: much troubled 
with any preſent paine or fickneſſe,jif ſhebe aded,thar 
he ac pleaſure can give her eaſe by curing of it; And*finally 
ifthe members of the fame bodygoe ſecyrely reft ypon the 
wiſe providence and direRion of the head, and when itſo 
appoinceth are content with meekeneſſe and patience toin- 


.dure any paine or torture, 3s binding, lancing. ſearching, ' 


ſearing, for the helping and healing of their infirmities and 
ſores, becauſe by naturall inftin they know, that ir wil im- 
poſe ypon them no more then neceflary paines, ſeeing in all 
their troubles and vexation it doth condole with thenzthen 
.how much moreſhould wee'inallour afflictions and miſe- 
riesreftand relye vpon Godsaide and affifiance with fecu« 
rity, comforc andſpirieusht icy, feeing we can make no que- 
tion of his power and abiliry ro deliver vs,and may be afſy- 
red that he infroitely more Joveth vs, then the moſt loving 


fahcr-his onely fonne , the kindeft hwband his deareft - 


-wite, 'or the naturs)] head-the vrue members of his owe 


boil | | 
$$Sea.8. Lafilylervs conſider, tharthe Lord is not onely powers 
Conſolation ari- ful,able and graciouſly willing to give vntovs help and te- 
ſing from Gods liverance ourof al} our sffiiions mrefpett of thoſe relat?- 
S097 ons of loye' perweene hiati and vs ; bur hath alfo freely 
f50f bee and +, und hienfeffe by his moſt infathble promiſes, which ther- 


delijuerance. 


fore 
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-Libe2. 


LL Chap. 33: 
Conſulations ariſing fromtur aſſurance of dehnarance, 

fore can no mare poſlibly ſal tothe graundvnaccompliſhed, 
then he and his truth can bee ſtuered and parted, whoare of | 
the ſame infinice efſence and being, So be ſaich, Calvpor we Plal.yo.r.an 
in the time of crouble, ſo will I deliner thee, avd thow ſualt glori- 905» 

fie me, Andelſewhere, Becanſe be bath lowed me, ther fore will . 

I deliner him, [will exalt him, becauſe hee hath hnown my name. 

He ſel call vpon we, end I will beare him, F will be with. him in 

tronble , 1 will deer bim axd plerifie bir, And in another 


| _ Caft thy burthen vpen the Lard,and he ſhall nowriſh thee, Phlm. 5.12, 


will not ſuffer the righteow to fall for ener, He will fulfill the and 145.19. 


' deſire of them that feare hun; he al/o will heare thiir erye, and 


will [axe thens, The Lord proſerncth all thens that lawe him,cþc. 

And againe, Before they call I will an/wer and whilff they ſpeake 

[will beare; And that I may not multiply mare places, be- Ef3.65.24. 
cauſe they are obuious and cafie to find, vnto any that looke 

inte the holy Scriptures, the Apolile affureth ys, that he will 

wot ſuffer vs to be renwpted abone onr power, but willgine ag o0d 1.Cor.1o.1z. 
iſe with the temtarion, (both in reſpect of waightand conti- 

nuance of it)that we may be able to beare it, The which graci- 

ous promiſes are molt infallible, becauſe ( as the Apofile 


there ſpeaketh) he & fairbfull and true who hath made them, 2. Theſ.3-3. 


Yea hes not onely true bur truth it ſelfe , and therefore no CIriftus dixit 


more able to goe from his word then to denye and forſake = aj of wn 
his very nature and being, And therefore if when we arc in veſtre e—_—_—_ 
diftrefle we are cheered and refreſhed, when 8 faithfull and in gaudizn, Er- 
able friend doth promiſe his aid and aſſiſtance for our helpe go quiapredifta 
and deliuerance, from the evils which gaule and vexe vs, FRI 
though their powerbe often ſubieRto croſſing,their wilto |, fans 
changing, and their faith to failing : then how much more'mys.Gregor.lb. 
ſhould our hearrs bee repleniſhed with ioy and comfort, 7.indidi.x.cap.3. 
when as we haue the promiſes of God , who is omnipotent 

and ſubictco nothwarting,immurable in his loue,and can- S Sett.g. 


not alter, and truthicſelfe , who cannot faile in performing 7h! Godis cal- 
of any ching which he ynderrtaketh? — on - 


Ja all which reſpes Godis ſaidto beourghiefe and on- [;1;1;,,;, the 
ly comforter in all our troubles and alflitions, becauſe all fo,mer reſpetts.. 
| rue 


Lib.2. - = ) Chap.zz, 
|  Conſolations ariſing from our aſſurance of, delmerance. 
true and ſubſtantiall conſolations doe iſſue and flow from 


1,Cor-1.3-46 


Eſa. 51.12, an 
66.13. 


| 

; . 
Ioh16.7, Jeth his holy ſpirit, by the name of comforter , becauſe itisa 1 
ſpeciall office ofhis to comfort Gods ſaints in all theirtribu. . 

lations, And ofthis David had experience where he faith , 

| the multitude of my thong hrs Within mee, thy comforts delight _ 
Pal. 9419. my ſowle. Whereof it is that in his afflitions hee defirethno f 
and 119.7677. other comforter ; / pray thee that thy mercy may comfort mee, * 
according to thy premiſe vnto thy ſernant, Let thy tender mer- - 

cies come unto me that | may le for thy Law is my defire Nei- 7 

ther in truth is there any otherin compariſon. of him tobee- 4 

_ſoughtor lookedafter, for as one ſaith, heeis our onely and * 

Inomiibus ad- fingular remedie inall our affli ions andmiſeries, He isthe £ 
axqunc ,x. beftPhyfition, a capraine andleader that neuermiſleads vs; al 
ng a a King thatalwaies comforts and rayſethys vp beeing deie- fo 
vnicumet ſmeu ed, anda moſt valiant champion, who onely fighteth in L 
" lareremedium. ys and for vs againſt al enemies; and afterour viRory crow* - 


And 


| 8 $6. oi. * ol 


a 


F Lib.2. . 
; .Conſolationirariſing from our aſſurance of delinerance. 
; Andtheſearethereaſons whereby wee may be aſſured of 


' 6B3 Chap.3 2 


our deliverance out of all our afflitions ; which are not 


$$Sef.10. 


grounded vpon our works, merits, werthineſſe,or any thing m_ my 


beſe who ha- 


which is in ys;but vpon God his all-ſeeing knowlegge,gra- wing truſted in 
cionspreſeace,powa,loue and truth; which becing things God have beene 
withoutvs, cannot bee crofled by our-finnesand vnworthi- 4cbucredin ave 
nes, if weperforme that condition of faith, laying liolde on *"*% 


theſe mecrcies and gracious promiſes of God, and bring. 
.ing forth the fruits of repentance, whereby wee bewaile, 
hate andforſake all thoſe finnes , which have mooued the 
Lordto inflict vpon vs all theſe croflſes and afflitions, Now 
ynto theſe arguments of comfort ariſing from our aſſurance 


_ of deliuerance, let vs adde brecfly ſome examples of the 


faichful from time to time, who having truſted in God, have 
in his duetime bcene ſaued and delivered our of all their 
troubles and afflitions, And thus we read, that God ſaved 
Noehandhis familic from periſhiog inthe vniuesdal deluge, 
and Lee from the common deſfiruction of Sodome and Go- 
morrah. Thus he freed Abraham trom the danger of loofing 
.cicher hislife or wife, by plaguing the heatheniſh kings,and 
alſo of loofing his ſonne, by prouiding in an inflant another 
facrifice to bee offered in hisplace. Andthus hee deliuered 


| r—_ che grieuous ſeruitude-of churliſh Zabar, as alſo 
from 


xomthe miſchiefes which hee intended againſt him at his 
departure; from the armed malice of his brother Eſau,-and 
out of innumerable other afflitionsand dangers, as appea- 
teth in his tory, So how graciouſly did the Lord deliver 
Joſeph from the bloudy conſpiracy of his brethren, making 
their walice to ſerue his prowidence, asameanes of his pre= 


ferment ; as alſo ourofall thoſe miferies intowhich he was 


deepely plunged through the luſifulrage and falſe ſlaunders 
of his diſhoneſt mifireſle? how miraculouſly did hee deliver 
Hoſes in his infancy from killing, drownirg andfiaruing; 
and in his mature age from the malitious intendments of 
Pharaoh and the Xgyprians,as alſo from the wutinings and 
often xebellions ofthe a” mums ; What au hap-, 
cc 
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Lib.t. 684 | Chap,z ; 

Conſelgtion: ariſing from or aſſrance of delmerants, 
py iſſue-did he make for ſ-bout of all bistroubles? and how 
meruaylouſly did hee proteQ Daenid fromche Philifiines, 
from che perſecucionsrailed againſt himby Seu/,znd the re. 
bellious treaſon of his @wne ſonne? how did he maniſeit his 

* omnipotent powerand watchfull loue, in preferuing Elias 
from che malicious rage of «Abb and /eſabell, in feeding 
him by the mioiſteryofhis Angell, and afterwards by the 
ravens, and the poore widdow;in fafe-guarding Elzens 
from the army of the Aramites, and the bloody defi 
mentsof his owne vngratcfull. King? in preſeruing thet 
children iv the fiery furnace. Daniellinche Lions deti;, 1s- 
»4 in the whalcs belly; and Ezechias from the mighty hoaſt 


he deliver the wholepeople and church of [fraell; firlt out 
ofthe bondage of Egypr, and afterwardsin the time of the 
Judges from the fubicRion and oppreſſion of their many 
and mighty encmies, as from the Amorites, Ammonites, 


© * Lordhimſclferellech them? Solikewiſe our of the capriui- 
tic of Babylon; and fromthe moſt cruell conſpiracie of He- 
way, whereby heintended atonce, to rooteithem out from 
being a people.Finally, in the new Teſtament, when as ne- 
uerthclefle he was purpoſed to make the blood of his Mar» 
tyres the ſeed of his Church, yer till the appointed time 
came, howftrongly and powerfully did hee preſeruethem 
from the crueltie and malice of the Scribes, Pharifies, and 

_ thereftof the Jewes, deliuering Peter, Paw/ and Si/acout of 
priſon by the minifterie of hi# Angels; and Paw/himſelfe 
fromthe conſpiracie of the Tewes at Damaſcus, and aſter- 
wards at Icruſalem, fromcheir rage and vproares, out of de- 


>Tim.4.17; pong of bloody Nero, wholike a rauenous Lyon (a8 


In a word, we may ſee this verified in the examples of all 
dbefaithfull, who depending vpon the Eord, have had ex- 
perience 


of Sexacherib, and afterward fromthe jawes of death when 
as it was ready to ſcaze vpon him?yea how wonderfully did, 


- -_ — Philiftims, Zidonjans, Amalakites, and Maonites , as the 


pe a eines el pa ER RT ee 


ſperatedangers both by ſea and Jand, and leſtly, from the || 
imſelſe ſpeaketh) gapedvpon him, thirfting for his blood.. 
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; | Lib.2. p- 684 
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Chap.33. 
_ perience of his loue, power and truth ofhis promiſes, in -- 
their meruailous deliuerances our of all therr atflictions. So oro Fg 
"the Pfalmiſt ſaith, hat the I. ord willbe arefuge for the poore, ©4990 


© 8 refuge in due time, enen in «fliiffion, and that they who know 


bit name wittiruft in bm, becanſs ke bath nexer failed them Plalm.3449 
that ſeeke hiws, And elſe where ſpeaking outof his owneex- 

perience, both in himſclfe and others, hee faith, that grear 
. &re the troubles of the righteous, but the Lorddelinereth them 

ont of all. Yea ſetting downethe manifold miferiesandaffli. 


- Qions vnto which Gods people are in this life ſubicR, hee 


ſtill concludeth with this, as the foote of his ſong, So hey pr107. 6.13, 
eryed ent the Lord in their troubles, and be detiwered them ont 19.28, 

of their diſtreſſe.The Prophet Eſay likewiſe our of his owne 

obſcruation ſpeaketh to the ſame purpoſe; Thox haft (faith 

he) been « ſtrength wnts the poore, enen a ftiremgth uno the 

weedie in bi trouble, a refuge again(} the tempeſt, and a ſbadow 

againſt the hear, The Prophet a Aſariab allo ſaith, 1har who ſo 


" ener returned in bis affuittion 16 the Lord God of Iſrael, and 


Jenght vnto bin, be was found of bim, And the ſonne of Syrach 
waketh a chalenge to whomſoeuerſhould take vypon him 
to contradict this truth,namely that he ſhould find our one, 
who hath truſted in God, and beene forſaken of him in 
his afflitions, Looke (faith he) ar 1he giworations of old, and 
ſee, did ener any truſt in the Lord and was confounded? or did fgclpaxe. rr, 


ny abidein his feare, and was forſaken? or whows did be ener 


dlefpiſe that called vpon bim? for the Lord * fall of compaſſion 


. and mercy, long ſuffering and verypitifull, andforginrh ſinner, 
and ſaweth in the time of J; pony 


© The confideration whereoffſhould exceedingly comfort 6 g7 xo. 
'7$ jn all our crMes and calomities, ſeeing we have ovens, Bo = = 


ly Geds gracious promiſes of helpe and delwerance out of jolation which 
"al our troubles, but ſuchmanifold experieticeof the perſor- ariſetb vnto vs, 
"mance of thery, vnto all the faitbſull who have truſtedin #7 795embring 


bim, and repoſed themſelues-wnder the:ſhadowe-of his — 
wings; efpecially- conſidering that there is iti him nomnta- ;þ,;r affiitiions, 


bilicie ox ſhadow of change ;i& theretore-ifweinlike man- 
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__ 
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; Lib.2. , 63G: | Chap. 33. 
{onſolations arifing fr om. nr «/[vrance of delinerance; 

ner rely our ſelues with firme affiance , ypan his pronklence 

and promiſes,we ſhall finde him alike readie to ſaue and de. 

- livervs oucof all our affliions. When then weſeeme tobe 
forſaken of God in the day.of our tribulation, Jet. ys com. 

Pla.22.4.% fort:our ſelues-with David and ſay, Onur farbers truſted in 
thee; they truſted in thee, and thaw diddeſt deliner them; they 

cried unto thee, andwerg delinered; they truſted in thee , and 

were not confounded, Forthis isthe right vſc. of their deliue- 

rances, that our faithand afftunce may.,be.confirmed anda. 

fred, that the Lord will bee alike gragiqus.ynto vs; if wee 

_ -+: 34 reft andrelie-yponhim... According tothat of the/Plalmiſ?, 
Pla.9.9-1P., The Lord willbe #xefuge for the oppreſſed,.a refuge in times of 
trouble: and they that know thy name will put therr truſt in thee, 

for thou Lord haſt not forſaken them that ſeeks 1bee. And this 

vic heaffirmeth the faizhfull would makeyof his meruailous 
deliverances ; for having faid , thar. ypon. his. ſeeking the 
Lotd, he was heard of hitn,and delivered out of al his teare; 


' bee inferreth, thatothers alſo ſhall looks vnro bim, and. runve © 


Plaiz44.5-6 wats bins, and their. aces ſoall nat be aſhamed, ſaying., This 
poore man orped, and I Yhe Lord heard hins and [aueg him out of 

allthis tranbtego 0 Yo COT IO PIVOIY 

CSetr2. Yeaznotencly ery-we comfort our fcluesin the remem- 


That we may rence of theſe examples in former times , and thoſe which: 


comfort our. e1- weemay daily obſerue in, our:owne daies; but alſo in the 
res inthe reme--confideration of thoſe manifold and wonderfull deliveran- 
brance of 0? cey,which either together with the;reſt of Gads Church, 


, oxpne deliue- 
YES. ; 


or particularly by our ſelues,the Lord hath in mercy vouch- 
fafed vnto vs. As namely our freedome from thatmoſimi» 
ſerable capriuirte of-finne and Satan ; our deliverancefrom 
thegreeyous yoakgand (lauiſhſubieion;Þoth in reſpeR 
of body, foule andfiare, vnto the Romiſh Antichrift,by the 

. . preaching of +he Goſpell; when as there was impoſhibjlitie, 
;in,5egard of. his ftrength, and.oun weakenefie& gf evercom- 
 , ming out of his.cruell thraldgme; our wonderfull delive- 
-Fance in the yeare 1588.)fromthe inuaſion and bloody in- 
tendments of che Pope and Spaniard; the railing yp a ar 
4+ | R332 £ads 
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; Lib.3, . Chap.93.. 
How ro comfort onr ſelues when God deferreth to helpe vs, 
heads hanging downe with ſorrow;&refreſhing Sit hearts 
_ deieaedwith feare, atthe denthofour late worthicandire- 
-nowned Queene,by reparing ourlofle in ourgracious Sour 
rai whoſe means the preaching of the Goſpel - 

- che flouriſhing cate of the Church and kingdome is 
continued and preſcrued.Finally,our firapgeandalmoft mi- 


imi- 
raculous deliuerance from that horrible conſpiracie, and 
yomatchable treaſon of the blood-thirftie Papifts , who 
had intended to blow: yp at ence both King and Stare, and 
| Within ſomeſfewhoures had brought their dinable defzgne- | 
inthact andexecutio - = _ cms __ deliverances: 
. eyery- one-may.adde all thoſe which they haue had expe-' 
_ Hience of in chair owne particular ; owner erm mire ger 
nemics,"preſeruation from dangers, ſupplie of neceffaries 
in-the rymeof Want, recouery of health after moſt danger- 
ous ſicknefſes, and fuch like ; which being innumerable in 
 reſpe& of particular men, I leaue-them to the confiderarion 
of euery one, as yi tre gr -out of their 
owne experience . All which gracious deliuerances from 
dangers and paſſed miſeries , ſhould ſcrue aseffeQuall ar- 
—_— to comſort-our hearts in our prefent ufflitions, 
- ſeeing incegardof Gods vachangeableloue, they piueyn= 
*to vs afſurance- of the ber ieedome fon vargpetnte 
flicions, beeing ſo-many pledges and pawnes of Gods 
mercie, truth and carefull providence, {till watching o- 
ver vs. And thus Dawid-concluderth , that the fame God 


who had deliuered him from the Lyon and Beare, would 7:52m4757. 


alſofaue him from the vncircumciſed Philiſtim, And Pas! 


hauing experience of Gods power and love, in deliver- 2.Cor.1. 9.19. 


ing from that great affliftion, which ſo much prefled him, 
that hee doubted of his life, profeſſeth his confidence in 
God-ferhelpe and ſuccourin all future dangers. Andbee- 
ing delinered our of the month of the Lyon; that is, from 
Nero that cruell perſecutour, he comforteth himſelfe, and ' 
' irengtheneth his fairh in this aſſurance, that Ged Won/dde- 
liner Gm from enery enill worke , and preſerne him unto his 


'Ccc:3 bea- 


2. Tim,4 749 | 


Pal 


O ſocy (neque e- 
nim ignartſis- 
mus ante malo- 
rum)O paſs gra- 
wiora dahit Deus 
bis quoque fit, 
EAneid.s. 


- nefſe of afflitions; ſeeing weſoimat diſtruſt Goo chuckge/ 


-a.Chr.16.7.8, 


Pſa.73.19.to 
25. & V.42, 


Lib.v”> 698 _ Chipyy' 


Hoe tabanſorrevnſeint) when Got deferred nobepoo; 
ly kingdome.” Veacuenthe heathen capraine callerhrg 


haayen 
remembrance the former, deliverances of him and his ſet- 
lowes, that he might hecereby comfort himfelſe and ther, 


in, ,a@trance of like preſervation from preſenc- troubles, 
whoſe example may conuace vs of:grearer iweskivfle and 


infidelicie,jt having many more pledges andeuperimencs of = 


Gods loue and-power, wee come ſhorr-of him in ourcou.. 
rage and confidence. The which will Iye as ant heauie finne 
vpon our foules , and adde much tothe waightand bitter- 
willhot ovely,! nat give creditto hin wort and 1M 
butnot fo.much asbelecue hintwheahee hath; by! former 
experience, put into our hands:thepledges andpawnesof 
hisloue and care oucr vs. Andithis was the finne of 4ſa,who! 
having beene delivered from rhe huge hoaft, chariors 4nd: 
horſemenof the &chiopians/and Lubims;:did not witer this 
experience of Gods mercy-reft vpon:hin: for dElhucrance: 


and vi oner Brafſrakingof Ifracl,' R5 alſo ofthe Ifrae- 


lites, who hauing bad continuall experience of: Gods care, 
powerandſoue, in defending and prouidinp for them, did 
intheirciexe wants and. dangers; ſhew ſo much diffidence: 
anddiftruſt;as choughithey had never ſeeneany ofhis works 


of wonder, as: thePropherdoth a full declarcir, inthe 78. 
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| (iba. 649 Chap.34 
How to comfort our ſelnerwhen God deferreth tobelpe vi, 


BEAT F532; 


—— —— 


th 


— 


Cnare, XXXII11. 


'» deferreth 10 perforeze bis — Concerning our deline - 


i FAWCE. 
D IE VT againſt thay whichhath beene ſaidſome $.5e27.r. | 
W) }Þvy; happely may obieQ;rthavthey have knowne 0 we are to 
(| W 57 many who truſting in God, and waiting for _ n 
39, his helpe, and feruently calling ypon himfor ,on,er7ing our 
SC2=& deliverance, baue norwithſianding long li- deliverance one * 
ued, and at laft died intheir afflitions; yea,rhar they them- #f «ffiftions. + 


ſelues doe ſtil! remaine! in great miſery and tribulation, 
though they haue ofcenby feruent/ prayer cryed-vmo- him, 

and- depended vpon no other for ſuccour and free- 
dome from their evils. To which I anſwere. Firft, that 
all Gods ſervants haue deliverance our of their affli tions 
in due time, whether it bee by life or death; andtherefore 
ſeeing our ſongelt lives are ſhort and momwentany, beeing 
_ corppared with that euerlaſting happineſle which is to fol= 
Jow after, the time of our afflictionscannortbe long,nor our 
deliverance farre off, although it ſhouldbee deferred tothe 
dayof diffolution. Whereas contrariwife the puniſhments 
of the wicked being begunhe, doe never end, their earthly 
-miſcriex leading and bringing them-into thoſe everlaſting 
'andhellifh rorments. Secondly, Tanſwere, that Gods pro- 
'miſes of deliuerance from temporaric afflitions are not ab- 
-folute, but alwayes to be vnderſtood with this condition, 
ifitwillRand with his ownelory, and the ſpiritual] good 
:aiidfalvarionofthe. parties vato whom hee maketh thern, 
Pot otherwiſe otfrfreedomeſrom afflition would be no be- 
nefie, bar the greateſt hurt, Gods promiſe would degene- 
Tate into a threatrning , bringing vnto vs-cuill in ſteadof 
*go0d, endir wouldprove ynto' vsthe greateſtcroffe, not to 
Woe Ccc 4 be 


and our Tfubtids/afs more aduanced by the continy- 
ance; then-by the' remoualt-of Sur croſſes; as when God 
Dork by themhis'graces-in ys, that hee may afterwards 
me-them\;add-cauſcrh wp geaghony 

lee cnd.des "avs F 


either for'an hedge'to keepe vs from leaping intothefor- 
'.c Midd&n;pefturts of ruamell apr cr Ys pr 

F264 wry to;puryge: apd 'pti fie wEfrom on the-crofſe .&6f our /corrup 

*} __* ,ong. Inmhichcaſeckb RE hng 

. freed; and Gods-grettefimercie rowards ys, when 2» hee 


| Eontiriveth vs in our terporarie miſeric ;. And: therefore 


. .:.. . in'alt ourtroffes and;calamnicier wee are to —_— our 
np: does aſſirance, that if is will Rand with Godsglo- 

PAR gg wg gon good of our foules, wee ſhall molt 
.obtaine deliverance z-or -otberwile,, if :ir. bee 

dies _ vs-in'theſe reſpects, that-wee ſhould. continue 
pode; then will the Lord -affuredlie give voto. .v$ ſuch 
gth patience and inward comforts of bis fpirig, as (hall 
ediogy 


$8482. 2+ DG gt VIAL Lord deferrerh'his bape andourde- 
The frſ} meanes vero, : either fer our further criall, or for thereftraining 
of comfort is mee x mantifying of ous corruptions, or finally tomoue v5 here- 
ent bet with;moreearneſtneſfſe and fexvencie of ſpizigto.emplore 
Gads comman- ; 3 uifiance;thar being delivered, wee may, bamorethank- 
dequent to ny pr _ this benefir;the wane: whereof hath madevs toyalue 
= regs it, according roitworth., And-when, hee bath 


how 
affianceavdiouerowerds him, hee willthen free vs ourof 


all, out miſegies.. [And thergfore ſeeing.weegre.vneeriaing, - 


whether our deliueratte bee neere at .hand,;:oc-farre aff; 
whether the Lord:-will now, orbecreafter, or-not till the 
day of death giue vs. freedome from the mileries which 


way Fs the more glorious; or when: £0 doth: hen | 


re them without lajoting an hoking var 


dvs from our drofle; andexerciſed.qur' faith, bope, 


«SR and; greeve vs; therefore 1 it bchoucthys ip perſevere | 


F*_- 


691 


Chap.34, 


- Bow weny be comfornedwhen Goldeftrieth rhelpe'os, 
with-patience and humj- 


 und+cominue in fairhand hope, 
-litle to waitethe Lords leafure, and: to flay the appoi 


inted 


- tine whether ir be inlife or death, The which duties, be- 


-eauſe they are 


y> to waited 


not-onely hard; but-meere 
fleſh andbloog; letys earneſtly labouri 

meanes which way efiablews'to 
' :Meanevenabli 


depend 


impoſſible to 
vitofall good 
rfortnechem; And.chele 
ypon God, when 


:hee-delayertn the accompliſhing of his promiſes, in: deli- 
- vering: vs our of ourafflictions, doe-either reſpeRt medica» - 
tion ovaction...Concetniiig the. ſormet; if wee would ac- | 
and patience. when God deferteth to 


.taine yntorhio hope 


'helpe vs, wee muſtdiligently meditate in his word, which 
alone containeth in itall ſuch comforts as'may vpholde yo 
_ Jn thiscriall; -Bor ſo Dawid faith of itz /e 55.4 comfort in my 


puns for thy promiſe hath quickned mee, 1 bane remens> > Pllargga 5 
rar indgements of olde,O Lord, and bane beene. eas. 
Thy atutes bane beene my ſong in the houſe of my pulgri» 


were. : And > litle after. Exceps 


thy law had beent my de« Verſ.g2, '. 


llie wee muſt medicare :on the commandement of 


Fre. , 1 ſhould now bane periſhed in mine afſiftion, More e« 
cia 


whereby be enjoyneth vsro waite ypon him, and co 
and Us were. 


perſevere in our faith, 
thachee deferreth to deliver vs. 
yifon, revealed the deliverance I the 


So the Lord having 
pegple of It: 


Sl 


from thoſe miſcries whete-with- the Chaldenes did affli 
them, 'willech to-atteod: his-leifure , for the accompliſh- 


Ment ofic, For thevifiev({dith be) yer for an appointed time, Habuo.2,z, 


$utat the laſt, it ſhall ſprake,and note ; thavgh it tary watts 


it Prall [urely come; anduet ſtay. A 
bake = Apt __— exhottaion, Bee pa 


ET are Sotke lendliyrach 


;, 
Its SISHHE 


1 of: the: Lert.i:Be 


And the Apoſlletothis 
"tra faith 


wtthersforedndſevilt your Hana | 


Zit3OQE 
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Fecle. 3.2.7. 


& 


- $ Sel7.3, 
The ſecond 
meanes to me- 
| ditate on Gods 


aPſag.18, 
b Pſa 37.14. 
© Pla.33-18. 


d Pſa. 34.22, 


ePſa.37.7 9. 
f Pſa.41-31. 


Chap 49. 23- 
& 64.4 


Eſa.zo.r$. 


Lib. 693 . Chap.z4 
. Hew venwiy be cataforted when Ged defertethto.belpt vi. 
.exhotteth vs ropregare onr ſyndat for tentabion if micomewith 
areſo/utian to ſerie the Lerd, to ſot our heard evight, and con- 
ftanth endure, and not mak beſte in time of tronble; end willeth 
all thaſethat feare the Lord to nag. on bis mercy, and notto 
por 4/ide;(namely,by vlingindveRond volawull meanes to 
deliver rbemſelves) left they ſhowidfabks 1+ 1 1: 
Secondly , let-vs meditate and conſider, that yntothis 
commandement,the Lord hath added his moft gracious 
promiſes, to encourageall toyeeld yntoit their obedience; 
with'which the Booke of the; Pfalmes abounds in 


we ho gee” place So he faith), * The poore foal not alway be forgotten: the 


hnpe of the affl«itid ſpallnorperifs far-exer.' b Hope m the Lord, 
be ſtrong, and he ſhall comfort thine heart, & traſt inthe Lord, 
© Behold the tie of the Lord ts wpon them that feare bim, and 
vpor them that truſt in hi mercy 3 10 deliner therr ſoules fron 
death, and topreſerue them in famine, 4 The: Lord redeemeth 
the ſoules oft1us ſernants, and nonethat trufteth in him ſhall pe- 
riſb,© Waite patiently pon the Lord, and hope in him,cc, f For 
they that waite vpon the Lord ſhall inherite the land. And he 


Prophet Efay afſureth vs, that ehey mbo waite 2pon the Lord, + 


ſhallrenew their freugth ; they ſuall tifi vp their wings a the 
Eagles;they ſhall run axduvt be wearic,ard they ſrallualke,and 
not faint. Andelie where, Thaw foelrknow that Iam the T,ord; 
for they ſpallugt be aſhamed that wiite for me, And agine, 
Sinte the begaming of the World, chayhiane not heard, wor vn. 
derftood Yeirh 164 rate, neithir bath the oye ſaene another God 
| befrderrbeeypbioh datbſo te bins rhay wairerh for bins. ea'not 
helpe and deliverance are-promiſed in this life to 

thoſe who wdire'y od, andperſeuerein theiraffiance 
and:hope ,,when heeideferreth the- accompliſhment of his 
word; but booting leffedmle inthe life Yoke, 
mg.to the {ayingot.he Prophet 9h» Borda rhe Gol 

of incalgwarn rgbnfent ar ou Very vhs ws for bir," Fea) Ho ate 
preſent and furute benefits promiſetto thoſe ehatperſeuere 
in their hope -and affiance "chav cheyare* I; appropriaced 
ymo them only.For there is none atraipeth ynto the crowne 


of 


<< You = mw 


mn mw tb went ot» oo 6. .GEEGE: 6 ee hos _ 


| ibs. 6933 Chap.34. 
. HMowyemybecomforted when GedHefarritbrakelpet3, 
of ylory;burhe whiddach firſt6braintd full and finsl} vidtos 
I ry ouer alltlic ſpiritual cengtnies of out Gluation, arid 4+ 
' I moog thereft oucrtheletrighs, afflitiens and tribulations; 
| which fightagainftysvnderthe conduct of the world; For 
bony that induretb unto theend hall be ſawrd, 23 our Saui- 
our: teacherh ys. He: alone tet owercomwmitth 55: admitted 
#0 84's of the rree of life, Which is tm the mildeft of the Paradiſe 
of Gpd;; hee that enercommeth ſnall not bt kurt of thr ſecond *Þ% 2-7+10. 
feath; he rhat tc fairhfud enr0 the death, foall be erownedwith 7) 
the oro\ne of lift} Hee that oxercommetnh: pull care of the 
| Aſunna that is hid, and ſpall hane' that Wie fidwe and in t 4 
| new nathervitren; which vo'mia hnowerh, biat be who'receinerh 
#,&e. Now the meanes of obraining thisvictory,jis co pec- 
ſevere and: continue; conſtant in'our faith; affiance, hope, 
and patience, ialtour atfirtions zad aibulations, ' For (as 
the Apoſtlefaith).A4 riar it borngidf God) onercommerh the 
workl, and his #1 hd vittoryrharomircommeth thewbrtd cncn 
our futh; Andbecauſe all Gods: promiles are made tothoſe 
81d thoſe onely who' perſeuere in cheſt graces, and waite 
ypon the Lord atal{ times, and:imateftatesand conditions, 
| therefore vpon this foundation the'Church: groundeth her 
| prayers for helpe and deliuerance-out'of hergffliftions, O n 
| Lord (faith ſhe) hawe mercy vpon v3; we have waned for thee, \,, 5: 
| be thaw which waft their arnmie in the morning, owr belpe alſoin ns 
| tie of ty duble, And to the ſame purpoſe the Prophet Aficab 
| IN faith, Therefore [will broke onto rhe Lord; I wihmaite for God 
y Saviour? my God will heave me, © ni A ME upd: 
, * Thirdly, let vs comfort our-fſelues when: Goddeferreth ; » = | 
his promiſes; and continueth our conflit.of afiitions, af- ;, et ofider 94 | 
| ter we have long waited for helpe and deliverance, by con- Gods promiſes 
fdering that in his good time they ſha]l:moſi certainely be arc infallivle, 
| | accompliſhed; ſeeinghis ruth being of his eſſence; jtis no 
I morepoſſiblethar hee fhouldfaile of his word, then'iris 
ſible thathe ſhould deny himielfe; and therefore ſeeing 
| < hath promiſed that weeſhall ouercome the world; that 
| welhalihave Rrength ro.ondarealirentations, afd have 
6 44 $035 * SOX" an: 


Matth. 24.13. 


1.Toh.5.4. 


an happy iflue our of them;tharif we ſufſer with Crit, wee 

ſball raigne with him, and that'by many tribulationsand 

affliQtions we ſhall enter into the kipgdome of wee 

may be affured though our way be long and foule, yerar laſt 

we ſhall come tour iourneysend; that after: our 

our dangerous and irkſome tight, we-ſhall obtaine an hap-. 
Securus potes pie victory , and bee crowned with everlaſting glory, In 
24. taco which regard (as one ſaith) wee may beſecure infighting, 
Bris, 0 vey PR Re ICE NE 
tuta pro Chrifto whic for and with Chriſt is vnd; ' en; in which the ct \ 
& cum Chriſto tian ſouldiar neither wounded, nor ouerthrowne, nor tro. 
pugna ec. Ber- den vnderfſoote;nonorlaine can looſe the vitory; if hee 
aard. epift. ad _ manfully Rand to it, and donotbetake himſclfe toaſhame. 


noo mae of full flight. Forthe meanesiof looſing the viRtory,, is - 


''** byſhamefull and ſinful lying fromourcnemies, Byflying 
we my looſe it, but by dying we cannot. Forbleſſed is bee 
that dyech fighting, becauſe he ſhall be crowned dying;Buc 
woe be vnto him who by cowardly auoiding the conflic, 
doth looſe both the viReryiand thecrowne, , ' ; + 
'S Sefti5.  Fourthly, tet-vs conſider, that the Lord vſually.exerci- 
The fourts ſeth the faith, hope,affiance and paticnce of thoſe 'who are 
means,s 10 cOM- oft deare vnto:him, and enriched with the greateſt mea- 


fs ſure of theſe ſaving graces, with theſe delayes,and deferreth 
the accompli 


mn oftencations agiinft his weakeſt armour, which would bur 

ts ag diſgrace his vectkcamihip, 20d in morrsll manner wound 

| the wearer; but he diſchargeth them onely againſt fuch as 

| hee bath-madehigh proofe,which repell the ſhot withour 

barme, and ſer forth theskill of him thar made.ir;; Hee will 

nor lay a great waightypon'weake ſhoulders; which would 

cruſh them downie and-make them vnprofitable for vic,buc 

heloadeth thoſe with the heauieft burthen, whom he hath 

firſt cnabled with ſufficient Rtength, -He will a 
of | axed _ 


- ” —_— Ai 4” end coed iucad MW Cm 1 —- 


s Lib.2.. 695 Chap-34 
_ _ Homwomayheeomforted when Geddefarreth tohelperr, 


- hard ypon his bruſed reedes ,. nor..caſt water ypon his.new 
-. kindled fire, which he would haue encreaſe to a great flame; 


but he pugreth to. the greateſt irefſe his molt lolidtimber 
and hears of oke, andgafteth theſe waters of triallypan ſuch 
_ athroughly.inflamed zeale, as is but the more encreafed in 
heae-by.this oppoſition aud-reluQation.. And thus the 


Lord dealt with Abraham, the father of the faithfull; for ha- - 


uving made many notable promiſes vnto him and his poſte= 
Jity, hee kept hima long time withoutany iflue,and hauing 
#flured him, that.in hjs ſeed both-himſelte and al the nations 
of the earth ſhould be blefled; hee exerciſed his faith in this 
, promiſe, by deferring the accompliſhment{thereof,yntill he 


was growne ſo olde that it ſeemed impoſſible in nature to - 


be performed, So he giueth [cob the blefling, and promi- 
ſeth him the land of Canaanin poſſeſſion, buc afterwards he 


\ Is faine to waite for the accompliſhment twentie yearts, as 


aftrangerand ſeruant in another countrey, Hee promiſech 


Tofeph many priviledges, and the ſoueraigntie ouer his bre= 
| thren, but inthe meane whilethey vic him ar their xr 


they ſell him for aſlaueinto Agypt, where heepaſſeth ma= 
ny dangers, and endureth many miſeries, before hee ſeeth 
any likely-hood of the performance of Gods promiſe. And 


finally,thus he viced Davida man according to his own hart, 
for biker that hee had choſen him for King over his people, 


and had affured him by his promiſe;thathe ſhould fit vpon 
the royal chrage, be deferreththe accSpliſhment thereof for, 
thay years, in the meane while. expoſing him to the perſe- 
cicion of his enemies, and to ſuch innumerable troubles and 
tentations, that bis faich ſometimes receiued foyles, and - 
brought intoqueſtion the truth of Gods-word. Andthis ap-- 


peareth in many places of $,Plalmes,wherehe maketh thee Phtzs + 


and ſuchlike coplaints, How long wilt thou forgernie, O Lord,.. 
for exer ? how long wilt than hide thy face fromme ? How long - 
fbal 1 take connſel within my ſelfe haning wearines daily inmine 
bartihow long ſhall mine enemierbe exaltedabone me ? Yea, he 
cricth ouras one vtterly caſt off; My God, my God, why haſ# 
thou for ſake meand art ſo farre from my bealth, and from the 


words :: 


\ 
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The fifib means 


is zo conſider 


Lib.2. 696  Chap.34, 
How we may be comforted When G, od deferrth to belpe Vs. 
Words of wy roaring? O my God, T cry by day, bur thou beareſft 
not, and by night, but bane no audience. And againe, F'il the 
Lord abſent [emſeife for ener ? ardwill be ſhrew no more fanonr? 


* 3s bis mercy cleane gone for ever? doth ales faile for ener 
” bath 


wore? hath God forgotten to be mereifn th be ſont vp his 
tender mercies in diſpleaſure ? and T ſaid, this is iy death Yea, 
ſo was his faith ſhaken with theſe Jong eelayes, that be ſaid 
in his fears al mer(and among the reft the Prophet Sawnel, 
who had reported vnto him Gods promiſes of the cromne 
and kingdome) were but hers and deceivers; andprofefſeth 
that his cie failed mexpetting Gods ſalnation, ard the accom- 
pliſuwent of bis inff premiſe, Andeven thus the Lord deal- 
eth with the faithfull in theſe dayes; for howſoeuer when 
we are babes inChriſt,and weake in faith, ke will not break 
the bruſed reede, nor quench the ſmokirg flax, and there- 
foreis pleaſed to performe his promiſes ſpeedily, and to 
encourage vs inhis ſervice with the liberall wages of his 
rich and plentiful benefits; yet when we are growne ftron 
m grace, and are endued witha great meaſureof faith, af 
ance, hope and patience, he will not lay light burthens yp- 
on our able ſhoulders , nor cxerciſe bele gifres with his 
Mligbreſt trials; bur he will proue vs with great and danger» 
ous tentations, and ſceme to leaue ys inthem withour helpe 
and deliverance for a long time together, . And therefore, 
when this befalleth vs, wee are not to bee diſcomfited and 
diſcouraged, yea rather we are to reioyce in thele trials and 
affliQions, ſceing they are fignes of Gods greater loue to- 


' wardsys, und that hee hath vouchſafed vnto ys a greater 


meaſure of his gifts and graces; and comfortably to attend 
Gods goodleafure for our deliverance,ſeeing we know that 
the Lord delighteth in them that feare him , and attexd pen 
bis mercy: as the Plalmiſi teacheth ys.- $ 
Fourthly,let ys conſider, that howſoeuer the Lord hath 
made his faithfuil and beloued ſervants, to waite long for 


that God nexer the accompliſhment of his promiſes, yet atlsft hee never 
-£ failedtoger- 


failed tobe as good as his word, For though hee long de- 
Ss loyed 


r 
[ 
o 
/ 


i , ; 
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' Libaae 697  Chap.34. 
How we way becomforteawhen God deferreth to helpe ws. 
layedit, yet inthe end hee gaue eAbrabaw children ; hee 
OD 464 the returne of /aceb into his owne countrey; pn —_— 
he aduanced /oſeph aboue all his brethren; and delivering thoſe that baxe 
Daxid fromal his perſecutions, he ſet him vpon thethroneof wated on bim, 
the kingdome, and made him happily to weld the royall | 
| Scepter. For ſo himſelfe ſpeaketh. / waired patiently (faith Pla.ro1.1.2p 
he) for the Lord, and btinclhned vnto we, andbeardmy cry, be 
brought me alſo out of the horrible pit, ont of the myrie clay, 
+ audſet my ftet vpon therocks, and ordered my goings, And 
thusthe Lord ſuffered his promiſes to be long vnperformed 
ynothe of Iſracll, whileſt they remained io the &- 
ian feruitude, but no ſooner the. day came which hee | 
Dd covatured, burtthey were preſently freed out of their Exo.10.41; 
__cryell bondage. And after hee had broughitheminto the | 
remiſed land, he tryed andcorrefted them wich manyaf- | 
Hitions, and ſuffered them to bee led captiue of their ene- 
- mies, deferring their delinerance our of theſe troubles, rill 
bee had ds them to waitelong, and had madetriall of 
their faith and patience, by abſcnting himſelfe for a time,8: 
withholding from them his promiſed helpe. Sothe Church 
faith. Therefore will [ waite upon the Lord, that hath bid bi Ela8.17; 
face fromthe houſe of lacob, and [ will looke for him. Anda+ 
gaine, /» that day ſhall men ſay , lee this is onrGod, we haxe 
waited for him, and be willſanevs; this i the Lord, we h 
' Waited for him, we will reioice, andbe ioyfull in bis ſalnation, 
:Andin another place, #e O Lord have watted for thee in ths Chap.26.8, 
way of thy indgments,the deſire of enr ſoule ts to thy nam, to 
"the remembrance of thee, After which expeQation they were 
' nor diſappointed of their hope, for when the 70, yeares - 
"were expired, which was the appointed time of their deli. 
' very, then mauger the malice, policieandpower of all theix - 
enemies, they wer graciouſly freed our ofthis their captiuis - | 
tie, And therfore ſecing we have fuch aſſurance of therructh 
of Gods promiſes, and ſo manifold experience in others- 
and in our {clues , that his delayes chough tiey ſomerimes + 
caufe doubting, yet they neuer bring vmo ys any danger; 
| lee -- 
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z5 to conſeder 
that the Lord 


Lib.2. _ Chap.34- 
' How wemay be comforted when God deferreth ro belpe v;, 

Jervs by a lively and conſtant faith lay bold vpon them, 6. 
uen when they are long deferred, being affured that if with 
our father Abraham we tary —_ , wee ſhall at length 
with him enioy the promiſe. And ſo thall we have ateftime-» 
nie vnto our owne conſciences, thatweeare-endued witha 
true and lively faith, when as wee'doe- not make hafte (as 
the Propher ſpeaketh)bur waite the Lords leiſure forthe ac- 


compliſhment of the promiſes, For theſe two goe: together - 
and admit of no ſeparation; bur asfaith cauſer Twins, em 


(asthe Apoftle faieth) The ground of things hoped for gina the 
evidence of thrngs which are not ſeene; ſo hopeaccompanieth 
& demonſtratcth faith,cxpeQing the appointed time, when 
asthe thingsbelecued ſhalbe enioied. Whereas on the other 
fide we bewray our incredulitie, when wee will not hope« 


fully waite vpon God, for the accompliſhment of his pre | 


wifes, but couet in poſt hafte ro haue ovr defires ſarisfied; 
reſoluing- that if-God will not giue vs lawfull meanes of 
freedome from danger, ordeliuer ys out of our affliions 


when we would hauc him;-that wee will no longer attend 


his leifure, but vie ſuch meanes asarenext hand,not waigh- 
ing or regarding whether they be lawfull or vnlawfull, fo 
they be burlikelyto ſatisfie our defires in the remouall of 
ovr croſſes, And of this haſte wee haue an example in /cho- 
ram, who profeſicthin plaine tearmes that hee would not 


attend on the Lord any longer then pleaſed him, but would. 
 wſchisowne meanes for his deliverance. And in many men ' 


who live in theſe dayes, who will not waite on Gods [eaſure 
for their recouery of health, but ſend to witches and wi- 


' zZards; nor for the repairing of their poore eſtates in the vie 


of lawfull meanes, but fall either to oppreſſion and violence, 
or to fraud and deceitfull dealing. : | 
Fifthly,ler vs conſider, that if the Lord deferreth ro per- 


deferreth to de- forme his promiſes for our deliverance, hee doth it not be- 


liner vs for the 


cauſe he is vnable or vnwilling to helpe vs, or becauſe he ta- 


furthering of ok keth any delight in our miſcries and afflitions; but as hee 


ſpiritual goed 
end ſaluation, 


ol 


doth atthe fuſt inflit ypon'ys thele trials and chaſtize- 
| =” ments 


( 
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". Lib-2. 699 OE Chap.34+ | 
How we may be comforted when God deferrarh to bulpe v3, © 
mentsfor our ſpirituall- good and the furthering of our e« 
uerlafting ſaluation; ſo he continueth thenyſo long as 
isfit for the effecting and Qing of theſe his gracious 
ends. As for example. hee affliterh vs forour triall, char his 
graces vouchlafed: vnto' vs may bee exerciſed and manife- 

' fied tp the glory of him that gaue them; and encreafinp of 
the happineilc efthoſe that have them; and therefore if af- 
ter the renewing of-our faith and ſerious and ſound repen- 

. tance, ourcrofſes are continued, we may be afluredtharthe - 
Lordispleaſed, to vie: ys further as the infiruments/of his 
glory, and that be is purpoſed by continuing the cotifli 
to magnifie our victory, and tomaeke ourcrown muchmore ' 

glorious. Somerimesalſo he afflicteth vs, thatheeteby our 
mnes and corruptions may be mortified and ſubdued', and 
wepurged-gnd purified by this fiery triall.: and therefore if 
after much praying and-carneſt ſuing weearenot freed, wee 
acets knowethartthe droſſe of corroptionisnot yet ſuffici- 
ently conſumed, and wee refined and purified, ſeeing the 
Lord continueth vs ill in this fiery furnace ; and that the 
ſores of finne are not yet cured, northe core of corruption 

rt drawne out; ſecing our skilfull and louing Chirurgeon 
doth fill cauſe thefe corrafiues tobe applyed vnto-vs. More 
ially he vſeth theſe bitter medicines to weane vs from 
| the loue of the world and worldly vanities; and therefore if 
| If after much loathing and complaining we are ſtill compelled - 
to taſte of them, we may hence conclude, that ourloue and 
affeRion Kill roo much doteth on theſe earthly things, and 
that we haue as yet adeſire toſuck this hurtfull milke, and 
to returne'ynto theſe poyſonous brefts, if the Lord did not 
ſtill anooint them with the woremewood and- gall of theſe 
temporarie aff tions. Sothe Lord doth affli& vs, that bis 
nctfying and fauing graces may bee confirmed arideti« 
creaſed in vs; andtherefore if they areftill continued vpon 
vs after we haue often ſued for —_ and deliuerance, let vs 
know that we haue not as yet profited by them as we ought, 
andthat in infinite Joue the Lord will nor leaue ys, wy 
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Lib.2. 700 ; | Chap,34 
How we may be comfortd when God deferreth tobelpe vs, 


| hee have brought vsto greater perfeQion, More eſpecial. 
B: lie wee are corrected by the Lord, thatby his chaſtizemencs 
our faith, repentance and obedience might; be encreaſed, 
andtherefore if after carncit ſuire weare noteaſedoſthem, 
wee may aſſure our ſelues, that ovr faith yet needeth more 
exerciſe, and longer and greater experienceof GodsJoue, 
powerand truth, in moderating our afflictionsand ſuppor- 
f ting vs with the power of his wight,that we may be able to 
beareth&;& that we haue not yer,as we ought, bewailed our 
former.ſinnes, hatedour preſent corruptions,nor firmely (as 
weſhould)reſolued to.labour. inthe vieof the \meanes 
the mortifying & ſubduing them; and for the time cocome, 
to ſerve the Lord in holinefſe and righceouſnes, with zeale, 
*, integritieand vprightnes of hearc, Finally,the Lord bring. 
[- o ethys into theſe dangerous fraights of trouble and miſery; 
| 7 that we may flee vnto him by hartypraicr forhelpeand de- 
liverance;and therefore if we haue already praied often,and 
are not yet heard according: to our deſires, let ys perſwade 
our ſelues,thatthe Lord Roppeth net bis cares to our ſuits, 
but ſeeing that wearecold and-negligent in ſolliciting of 
them, hee doth by theſe ſeeming reſuſals and temporaryre- 
ulſes, bur make vs the more feruentand carneft in ſuing fos 
is belpe , andin begging ſuch benefits and deliuerances, 
as are much endeared vnto ys by his momentany denials 
and our owne wants;as it notably appeareth in the example 
of the woman of Canaan,who receiued at Chriits hands di- 
uers ſore repulfes, not becauſe he was purpoſed to deny her 
' requeſt, but becauſe hee would haue her proſecute it with 
Auguſt in ſents, greater carnefineſle,to which purpoſe one ſaith,that Godin 
tribulation ſtirring vp the faith to aske, and himſelfe defer- 
ring to grant,doth not deny: his aide,but only intendeth our 
deſire, Andthereforc it being impatient of our croſſes wee 
ſhould Immoderatly couet to haue-them remoued before 
 wehaueby them attained vnto theſe ends, wee doceineffeR 
defire that our correRionsſhould become (like thoſe of the 
Iſraclits) vaine and fruidefle, If we ſhould ſuc to ___ the 
| plaiſters 


Marth, I5.23, 
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' Jer.2.30, 
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' Lib. 2 70 © Chap.34 
How we may be comforted when Gol deferreth to helpe vs. 

plaiſtetsremoned; and ahe bitter potions takenaway,before' 

our ſores and ficknefie of finne be healed and cured, wee 
doe thereby'defire that the Lord would giue ys ouer as 2 
defperatecure,and leaue vs to rotte and perifh in our dif- 
caſes and corruptions, FD EO DT DS $006 "IS: | . 

*Sixthly, letys conſider that'the Lord oftentimes com- $Sed7.8., 
meth to our aide , and ſaueth'#nd delivereth' vs out of our The ſeventh = 
troubles, when wee are brought into the greateſt extre- 744725 15 10 con- 
mities, andpaſt all hope ef recouering out of our miſcries, #97 one _ 
for then:is hte moſt glorified and his wiſdome magnifi- ,,j;,creh the 
ed, when as wee being brought vnto our wits'end, and ſee- fairh/ulout 
| ing -no-poſlible' meanes of eſcaping out of our tribulati« affidion, when 
| I ons; hee findeth anceafie paſſage and egrefſe out of them; m $9" 
\ I ther is the 'Omniniporencie of his power manifeſted}, when' pow hea 
; I heedelivererh vs our of ſuch euillsas doe quelland ouer-" 
; I whelme all humaine' firength; then is the prowefle and 
| I mightofourigenerall beſt knowne, when hee ſupporteth 
> I vs in moſttertible conflias, and gineth vs viRory ouer in- 

nincible enemies, wee ſeeing no firength in our ſelues to 

make refiftance. And'finallie, then principallie wee are 
eccafioned'to extoll and praiſe our heavenly Chyrurgion 

and Phyſitian, when as hee cureth'our incurable wounds, 

end recouereth vs out of out moſt deſperate diſeaſes, An 

example whereof wee haue in «Abraham, whom God 

continued childlefle (though hee had made gracious pro- 
wiſes vnco him of multiplying his ſeede) vatill hee and his 
wife were ſo ſtricken in age, thatthere was no hoperemai». 
ning : And yet bee aboue hope, belcening vnder hope , that | 
bee ſhould bee the father of many nations, as the Apoſtle ſpeak. Kom.4.18, 
eth;' eLnd not wenks in faith, neither confidering bis owne 
body,' which was now dead,” almoſt aviendet years old, Heb 61s. 


TS” 


nor the deadneſſe of Saracs wombe, but 1arying patiently,he did 
«s length-exioy the promiſe, $0 hee promiſedithe!peopleof 
Ifracll that hee would bring ' thern-our of Zgypt , and 
piue them poſſefſion of the Land of Promiſe; but this 
performeth not whileſt Pharaoh lived , who was their 
21441 Ddd 2 friend, 
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Lib.3, ..-  - + 


friend, when as in reaſon chexe might baug beene. ſore 

lkely-hood of it, but when they were moſt endangered 

to the rage and malice of theirtyrannicall enemies,and had 

no appearance of hope to be freed outof that cruel] bond. 

age, or toſhakethatiron yoake from off their necks. And 
Zach.z.* - thys afterwards hee delivered ther from the x7 coma 
Babylon, port when they were-in their cheeſe floure and 

ſtrength, and ableto make ſome ſhift for themſelves; buc 

when their caſe was vtteply deſperate, the Lordfreedthem 

out of this milery, plucking them (as the Prophec ſpeaketh) 

| like frebrauds ox of the fire, -S0 hee ſaved David when hee 
,Pla23T, _ fremedvao bimſelfe viterly [forſaken, and deliuercd him 
outofche hands of Sas/,not by Jeepiogjm (ore off from 
dapger,but when having invironed himaboytwith a ftrang 


ary, he waseuen ready to ſeaze ypan him, And thys que . 


#5402325  $aujour being in the ſhip with his diſciples,did ſeeme to ne- 
gice@themin their greateſt danger, and did not awake gut 
Mar.4.37.338. of fleepe, not ariſe to deliver them, til the ſhip was covered 
with wauez, and ready to finke. And afterwards be ſuffered 

themco be rofled with 
walking on tbe ſea tobeaſtonifhed wich fearezand then be- 


ing brought inco.the laft extremity; andpali hope of eſca-. 
wat out of diper, he giveth vntochem comfort, by afluring 


them ofhis preſence. Finally he would not preſerve Lazarm 
Ioh1:.6 life by going vnto him. in the timeof his lickoefle, nor yer 
whit heed 


= Fas and raiſeth him to life, Neither did hee by his 


Angel} deliver Peter our ofpriſon preſently after he was ap» . 


prehended, bur the very night before. that Herods inten- 
 edto praceed to his execution, when as he. was ſtrongly: 


guarded berweene two ſoulidiars , bound 'with.<chaines, 
and: had the':keepers beſidey, waiting before the: priſon 


dore, euetthen when alt hopewas palt ro naturall reaſon, 
hee ſaucd atid delivered him our of that imminencdan-. 
ger'. And {o to. conclude this pointe with .an example: 


which . 


| Chop,z4- 
How we may be comforted when God deferreth ta beipe vs. | 


a tempeſt; and by his miraculous. 


s newly dead and buried, but. bee purpolcly: 
/* ftgiethſtom him faure daiesat the leaſt, aſier his death, and-. 
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| __ Chapi34t 
 HOWemtdy be tenifortedihen Got diftrierh ts bilyois. 
whichlefreſh inmembry, the Lord favedvs from the pin." 
powder treaſen', hot by diſcovering it when it was ſift 
plotted, but even a few houres before it ſhoyld haue brene 
puidioexecution, when as in hvmeine reaſdni'itwas much 
more likely to have beene fill} contealed; then to have 
beeve kepe. ſecret ſo long before, eſpecially confidexing 
"that beſids thoſe who were 2Qors in this ogedie peg ble 
fo many lookers on,' who Were well acquainted with their 
courſes and'proceedings. The which experience of Gods 
mefcy and power indelivering vs andothers, out of moſt 
deſperate dangers, ſhould moue vs fill ro depend'and 
waite patiently vpon God in all our troubles and affliQi- 


+ ons, not onely when wee have any likely-hood of helpe, 


burwhen we ſceme paſtall hope of tecouery , ſeeing euen 
then the Lord is'as able and readie to faue and deliver ys' 
otit of theſe mileries; and will 'afluredly. doe it in hisgood' 
tyme, if it will and with his, owne glory, 6ur ſpirituall 
good and the cuerlaſting ſaluation of our bodies and ſoules, 

Andtherefore in our greateſt extremities, let this conſide- 

ration moue vs to waite vpoti God, and raiſing andencou-. 
ſag _ deieed and fainting mindes, let vs faywith 

the 


miſt ,##/by art thou caft downe my foule , and vnquiet Pla.qz.s. © 


within me? Waite on God yfor [ willyet gine hm thanks for the 
belps of bu preſence. , 


\ Laftly, if we would with patience waite the Lords $582 5 
kifure when hte deferreth to helpe vs inafflition, let vs 9 See 9 i 
confider, that God nolefle waiteth vpon vs to doe vs good, —"- 4 rſt 
then weetoreceive it, expeRivg a conuenient time, when ſider, that God 
as hee may moſt fitly and ſeaſonably extend his mercy in waiteth vpon 2:5 
our deliverance, both for his owne glory, and the further- !9ſavegnd deli- 


ivg'of our ſaluarion ; according to that of the Propher F: 


er therefore will the Lord white, that hee may bane mere) Eqa.50.18, 


Upon you; and therefire hee will be exalted, that be may have 
compaſſion 2pon you.The confideration whereof ſhould moue 
ys, with patience to attend Gods leiſure for our freedome 
our of miſery; forif the Lord waite vpon vs to ſhew mercy, 
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Db. 1 _ Chap.xy. 
Howe mar he comfartauhen. God defarroth takepens,.. 
me th ſhould we; waire that we-maybe pattokerval ie, 
Keel cantent to, watch far the moſi conuenient time of 
clivering vs opr of rrqubla, ang willner when it is: came 
ieferre his helpe (for, who, waiterh. langer then heemuſk 
needs, and.who:that is. wiſe lexerb paſſe higþef} 
alot doing that, gaqd which: hee enzenderb?) cthen.how 
much more ſhould wee, watchand waite with patience and 
 comfare «ill chis ſeaſonable time come, when as ic is heſk 
and fixteſt, that this promiſcd. mercy, ſhayld bee =P 
te Y5, Furthermore, Jet vs conſider. therourgreateſiond 
longeſt afflitions.ſhal] agt beqablero ſeparateysfromahd 
infinite and. cucrlaſting lougof. God, as the Apoſtle tellech 
vi; but as. in love hee beganne tocorrect vs, (ain the ſame 
lays be,continugth our chaſtiſementsthat hemoybyworgj- 
| fying our Gnne-preſerue vs from candemnation;aod by per- 
eQing his gifts and gracesin vs, make-vs fir far his Querliae 
Ning kingdoone;beio g cue readyiin histender-compaſſion 
to vphold and ftrengthen ys Ha our greateſt conflifts, and. 
to.giue vs victory by delivering vs fromchen, when: as it 
ſhallbe moſt caſonahle far, onr proficgndbeſt MR 4 
Fioally, let vs remember, that. though our:crofſcaandaffiis 
x.Cor.13.32 / Qions io this world be exceeding grieuqusand tediaus,yet 
| _ theyarelight and momentany in,compariſon of thoſe in- 
tolerable rortures and enerlafting torments of hell fire, 
from which the Loxd in his/infinice goodnefle hath. ſaued 
vs; vling forthis purpoſe the affliftians and. ſufferings of bis 
 deare ſonne, as the onely meritorious cauſe, and our affliti- 
ons who are the. members of this þody,as an inferiour, yet 
effeuall meanes of our freedome from:theſceuils, Andon 
the other ſide, let vs call tominde thoſe vnſpeakable ande- 
ternall:ioyes which wee ſhallcome yato by this roughand 
Rons.,s, home way of afflitions; which canin no compariſenbee 
oe marched with our: miſeries; For the afflitions of this preſent 
werld, are uot werthy the! gloxy which ſhallke rencaled, ſeeing, 
they being /ght andmomenrtaie, dog cauſe vnte ws , a farre 
2.Cor.4.17. moſt, excelent 4n4,ctervall Wah of glory, and being _ 
] rable 
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Dautves tobe performiedwhen Golf deferrerh to belpr vs. 

' eable rohim who bebtrech thech ypon the ſhouldersof par 
cience; and rs wen ,/not-ontiaſting the vncertainetime 
ofour ſhort (chqugh longeſt) lives, dee bring vs vato ain 
heritance, mihorrall and vndefiled, and that fedeth not away, Vefl.6.7. 
reſeracd for vs inthe heamen;,andthatnotthrough our owne 

er, which would ſoone faile, and ar euery encounter 
d our ſaluation,bucthrough the omnipotent power of 
God, out of whoſe almightie hand-none can pull ys. In 
which regard we hauc iuſt ces/e of reiozcing, thowgh now for 
, # ſeaſon (of need require) we are in heanines through manifold 
 renratians, ſeeing the triall of onr faith; which# hereby 'extr= * © 
ciſed, bring mwnch more precious rhen gold that periſhetb, ſhall be 
fownd vnto our praiſe, and honoftr and glory, at the appearing of 
Jeſme Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
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"Of certaing duties which we ave to perſorme for the firengtht- 
i - wing of ony faith andpatience, when God defe#rerh to delines 
? -: "2s out of ovy affittions, andof our thankigiuing whinwe are 


MP ND theſe are the things whereon we muſt 5 5.77.x. 
IF meditate for the confirming of our faith, af- The fr{t dutie is 
aa) fiance, hope and patience, when God de- oftento renew 

| MINES ferrech the atcompliſhment of his prom 9477? ance, 
Eaters es, and doth notdeliver vs from our ctofles 

and afflitions; now wee are to entreate breefly of cettaine = 

duties cobe performed ofys for the ſaime purpoſe which re= 

' | Srftaction.And fiftweought carefully when God conti- 

| puerk ypon-'v5 theſe croſſes and corteQions,ts renew oftens 


times 'our repentance towards God, and faith"'it Teſus 

Chrift.Vnto the former,namely the pratiſe'of renewed re=* 

pentance inche time-of our afflitions, the Scriptures eucry 
335 | D dd 4 where 
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lam. 4.3.9, 


.- 


Jocl.2.12.13- 


Lam3. 41. 42.. 


La 


\ IHaw.7-6, 
Pſa,6:6;- \ © 
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Sib» 706 .  Chap.zx 
Dwtier to operformAl when G eddeferrotbto belpe vs. 
'where-ethorte'vs-'So-the. Lord by the: Prophet frreth yp 
thepeople in caprivitie 10) the! performance of this ducic. 
Trrne 2hi0me; faith the Lord of hoſts , and [wiltarze vnto 
you, faith th®Lord'of bofs,: And the Apoſtie Tomes likewiſe 
perſwadethvnroit, Draw neere-pnro Ged;' and he will drav 
-averg onto 1ox, cleanſe your bands you ffavers;/ andprrge your 
'bearts-ye wanering minded, ty ne wdſorrewye, 
and weipe; let your laughter be twrnedinto monruing,: andyour 
voy into beanineſſe,” Neither arewe jache time ofafflitionto 


performe this dutie after an ordinary menoer, hue; with . 


greatearnefiweUe;;; vehemencie, and with-all:the powers 
ofput heart and-ſoules, accordingtothar of :the-Propher; 
Tarne you vure me with all youy ry and 
mourning; and rent you beart and not your aud 1u7n8 
"wmrothe Lord your God; Vimo which earneſt and found con- 
uerfionthe people of God.exhort one. another inthe land 
of their captiuitie; Ler vs (lay they) ſearch and try our waijes, 


anilturne apaine to the ord; lefvelift&þ our beartrwith our 


hands unto Gol m the heanenr, *Andthbus ſeriouſly haue the 

faithfull fromtime to time ceneweditheir repentance, when 
ahey -haue byche'hand of God beenebrovghtimocrouble 
and ex:remity,as we may ſecjn theexatyple of thedfraclits 

oppreſſed by the Philiftimes , who humbled .rbemſelues 

greatly, and wept ſo abundantly, that they arc ſaid rohaue 

drawne water (as with buckets out of # well and tohauc 

pawred itourt before the Lord: So David faith; that be fain- 

ted in hinmourning, and canfed bu bed every night1th ſwine, 

ed watered bis cowcb with bwsteares. And nimong thepeople 
of the. lewes, beeing, im that great danger-through Hemans 

conſpiracie, itis ſaid; that there was great. ſorzow; and fa> 

ſting, and weeping , and mourning, 8nd many tayin ſatheloth of 
s/ves-And in the time ofehcivicapiiunSthe Propher faith 
of the. whole Church, that ſpy-wept)conriywaſh inthe night, 
theater teares d:d runne done by herichothys, hant.ng won to 

comfore ber. Which examples we arczo: imitace when we are 
in. aſflition, if we would haye our faith affixed in Gods 
DM. pro- 


zz. wile a... 6. a "Rm 


| #mco this lad; fortbebLord your Godis gracio%i;$+wit hot turns 


 Liba.? 707  Chap-35 


Dwutics to be pry formed bes Galldeferenbro belpo vi, 
promiſes, when hedeferrerh to performe them; and our par 
tience fo confirmed that wee may endure andbearealcrob 
ſes with comfortand-cententment.For.jifour otwicommire = / 
.&cd- finnes, fiace:the time of our ficit and. generail:repen- 
zancedoelyevpon ourconſciencesgvnrepenttdolb;:defiling 
Hur badies aud -ſaules: with their guike;and-filchincffes:thay 
will exceedingly weakeh our: aſſurance in Gods promiles 
.ofhelpe and deluerance, and accordioglydilable our pati- 


erice, when as faith and hope, the-cheefepillars epon. which - 

it:reflecth aremaken fromir,.)..:! "iy L 449.44 eo 4i4h 199964.373 1215 

: For. wighour this reneweg repemance? wecannor with. ., 

a of reaſow:waine ypon'Gbd for freedine, d 7 = | 
deliverance withaflurance arid expecanceof his helpe; ak oe OP" 


; Firſt, becauſe: theproamiſesare made-ynto thoſe onely who dutie of reper 


forſake their finnes by true repenrance ,- according to that tancewe cax 
of Ararightbe Prophet, Tho Lord With your, whe ye be Yate wo ufſics 
nu bimg end if ye ſeeks biw; b6 wilthe fond of your burif ye Ek 
fer ſake bim, be will forſaks you, ' $oithe Propher'Eſay, Secke 2.Chro.15.2, : 
the Lord whileſt henay be found, call ye-vpon him whileit be 1s Ela.s 6,7. 
veere. Let the wicked forſekr bis wayes, and the. vnrighteous 

bis. owne imagmations, and rerrne vnroihe Lund, and hewill 

bage merty vpow bins, authto aur Grd, forbtis readee t0forgine, 

And Ezechiab totheſame purpoſe faith to the people: if ye 

retarue vnto the Lord, your brgthrewe7 your children, ſhal find 2.Clue;30.9. 
mercy before them that led rhews 0agtinesjand they ſhallreturne 


r; 4.Cor. 11.31, 


©r41 hrs face frommen, ifye connert vwo him; rid the* (pbL 


 Rerelioth vs,:thetifoo indgeor ſelver, we ſhall Widrbeindgeit 


of the\' Lord: So thar ftilhrepentance is-the' condition of 
Gods-promifes, vpon che performance wheteof they arc 
lkewile performed, accordingirothav of Hzutith,rhyſs- 
ever rerwnued m: bis" affttion eo thi'Eord Grdvf Iſrael, and 

be mas faundaf chensEipecially whietr $5 this dury' 
is porſormed with all earnefioefie and ferious heartinefle, 
becauſe this hath -a more-fpecial]/promiſe'Fom rhe Lord, ler.2g.r3.}. 
bpeakingafrerchis mannes by bisPropher j Te ſraſeche me,” 


and... 


2.Chro.15.4.. 


- EA £ 


, * 
; 
8, 
*, 4 


—_ Chaps, 
Dupier ro biperfermtd when. Gad deferrethto.belppo), 

me hecieſe ye Joali feel ewitb all your heart, i And 

conſcquently;, they wholive in: theirfinnes without repen- 

tance, cantiot apply vito themſclues theſe promifes, be» 

cave they:doe- pot performe the condition, and ſo failing 

and: faltfivg in: their faicþ and hope they cafily:fallincs 

eirmeringatd/impatiencic. : Secondly; it is Gods rhaine 

endan corcecingys,.te ting 'vs dyhischaftiſemenrs vnto 

vnfained repentante, and therefore if uypenitently we'con- 

cinve incur finhes, wee cannot waite ypon God for helpe 

and deliverance, ſceing ſo he ſhavid befruſtrare of hisprin- 

__ __  gipalL«nQ,,bue may anfilyecxpetttharibee will'doubleand, 

©. * regovblegur affitifiions, vatllaccording to his purpoſe he 

hath brought vs ynto repetance &amendement; vnlefſe we 

be in $ vumberofthoſe whom be giuech ouerap3ateſperare 

++... -1 cre, velepvingthemfor everlaſting ard helliſh condemna + 

chiyſoſt.ad Pep. tion, $9 one. laithy;tbat God ean this preſent Yay free and 

Antinch Hamil oliver ys out of albourafflidtions, bithewill not doe ittill 

EARL; bobs vs purged nd purified from. ovr lfinnes ; ſoundly, 

Y coguerted from our -cuill-wayes, and our repentance not 

only begun,buc well ſecled apdthroughly confirmed in vs, 

Aadasthe golg-lnith wilknotzake:hi out of thefur= 

nace,vnillbe feeabatit jowellpurificd from thedroffe; bes. 

cavufc this was the end why he caft rin; ſorhe Lord will not 

. _ deliver vs out of this furnace of affliions, ynrill the droſſe 

_ of finnebee byourrepentance- purged away, becauſe this 

was. the end. thatmoued himtocat vs iptoir, Thirdly, wee 

::.:1-552.1 myf{knowe.and xemember.chatetit fines are the Tauſes of 

ourafthctjons, ad thereforetill they br taken away by yn- 

faified repeprance, weean havens hope of the remouall-of 

our crolles; for as4be fire mui needs burne ys which we ca- 

ryinour heoſomes, voleſſe;it bee caft ovr,orextiogurſhed 

with water becaute jc. isaneffectwhithinfeparablyaccom- 

panicthit yeryeflence andnature ; ſowill uhis firvot fieme 

continually ſcorchsys withthe heateof priniſhmenr, ſeeivg 

they caunot badeuveredaſunder, vnlefſe we doe put ove and 

extinguiſh themyby caſting ypon themthe water arxbteores 


- Tab as RE 70S 1 Chap.9gl © 
ofynſeined ropamaneg, Earith[y;Griniibehe fling obaffli> | 


| obs, which: : et, they hecome>harmeleffe; 
IT pres rene on ene men ves 
dtamnenting 2 y poyton,; that, the paino will grow 
int6lerabls;-avd tm le-cbobe eodured withiany pattie! 
eace.k- db excctdingly:wound. 14 ery = 


making vs to doubt of Gods loue towards vs , feding wee 
ſhowin our obediebce fo (mall ſruies of love conwardshim; 
which wougds wilknot be curedtil} ſfmthe Ring thatmade _ . 
then þe pulled out,:and/the-fores wothed: andbathod/by 
_ vnfained repentance. And the gilt of firfisumoitbercons 
ſcience an incolerablo buethen, which: bcing- added) ro the 
hurchen ofaſfi tions cannatpoſhbly he foftained with hu- 
maye Rrength;& therefore ivna wapableotoberre the with, 
patience, vnicfle we lighten ouyloade calling away finne: 
thay piefiech downe, by wurning- unto Gad inantined re 
noe; And then bearing p hemoaf eurowne i 
ſing, but that alone which Gad-layeth vpon-vs; wee ſhall 
eahly ſuftainc it with combort and /comrentment,; both be- 
caute 3visdight in waight, astho Apoſtle tolleth vs, andatſo. 
wee: bave'aſined! hope by Gads'gracious promiſes, thar: 


L 


withiin-aſhartthme weſhall berfreed fromein; +; 


Secondly; having thus renewed ourrepentance; wer rey” Seft.3, 


jn the nexrplace to renewourfaith,; applying vnro our ſel- 
ues all the gracious promiſes of: the Goſpell, made'yntore-. 


The ſecond duty 
is often to renew, 
our faith in 


panteanit ſioners$ 5 eſpecial thoſewhich: concenne the fee Goas promiſes, | 


forgineneſſs of fine, both inireſpef@oſthoguide and pH= 
niſtimenr, and our dehworance ourof all ouraffliiftions and: 
calamicies in Gods due &- appointed time', when asit will 
moſt tand with his glory ant the euerlaſting good-of our 
.owne foules , Whereby our faith becing' renewed: and. 
ſtreogthened, we ſhall. beche bentey enabled hopefully co 
expect the:performance of: Gods promiſes, althovgh the 
things promiſed be not fubie&to fight,and above the reach 


of.natural} reaſon; foras the Apofſile faith; Fairh 5s rhe ground Heb.11.1, 


ofrhongs which are hyped for, and theexideuce of things whith 


AYe 


Lib.us 7 no ,  Chap.z5; 
Dmties tobe. rhen'Goddteferrnbitohalpe vs, 
er wcrſceve.. AndialchoughiGod'tryerh vs with many de- 
Conde will patiently attend hisleifure; for «sthe Pro. 
- Eſfa.38.26. POR Hethat beleeneth ſhall not make haſte; becauſe 
: - keis affured/by faith, that.chough hee have nor from-God 
 kelpe and&echuermce; whenheficitdefucthir; yethee ſhall 
molt »fAurediyobuibe it,hen/ay irwilitend cohis great- 

et benofice.. - 7 oft ni hd Vo off 


J Set4 . The third meanes whereby "we may be enabled to waite 

7 third ducie p20 God, whenbee teferrerh 10 accompliſh his promiſes, 
5; true bumility, and to Getter vSoub of our aroubles and) afflitions, Isro 
wherebywe habourafter rue humilitie; wherebyLnowing andecknows 
meckely ſubmit ledgiogobt owne ignorance; which niaketh vs ynable to 


oxr ſelies to RE truely whatis good orhurtfull for vs,we do wholy 

py our ſelves 'antiout owne wifdeme; and refigne our 
ſelues ouertxrely and wholywaroGod,:to be ruled and or- 
h -  deredbyhimgatbetbinikegrgood,;whetherit be co live in; 
_ ow Inns 5 povertic; healtbor fick- 


Gods good plea- 
ſure. 


nefle, lifeor-death; being vaded, that hee is infinjtein 
. -wiſdome, andknoweth what is beſt; infinite in power, and 
therefore able to-brivig irto you miaugre the' malice and. 
mighrofatlc s, andibfinite alfo7in love and compaſs 
fion; and therefarerwilling and! teady:ro doethar whichiin/ 
* x ?hiswiſdomete feerivro-bee firreft for vs,” And this ground 
.  -of patience the Apofite propoundeth; where hee ſaith, thac 
+: _* the Lordkno\nnthiegelener the godly ant of: temation, that is, 
2.Pet29. heſo knowetbythathcalſodoth ca and wil powerfullyefs : 
| Ffectit, Vpon whichfoundation wemuftalſo buildour pa-: 
tience andcomfore, when 2s wee.continve lopgin trouble 
andafflidtion, and being perſwaded of Gods 1nfinjte wiſ- 
dome, power and loueyet vs reſigne our ſelyes wholy to his 
good will and pleaſure, knowing thar-nothing ever miſca- 
ried which was intrufted/to his care ahdprouidence.. And. 
thorgh our afl:Qions bee tedious and: bitter tofleſh and 
blood, yer let vs patiently endure chac which hecin bis wiſ- .. 
.d6me and goodnefle ispleaſedroinflia;neither preſcribin 
 vato him the meaſureofour afflitions' (fort is abſurdand 
| ridi- 


Lib.z.. * 7re Chap.3y 
Dwtias to bo performed when God deforroth to helpe ws, 

ridiculous for thephilde.to make ww his rod; andes- 
appoint ynto his father what number of Rripes he ſhal gi 
= hw Joonche meanesby which we wonld be nk, 
which gre better knowne coGodthen vnto ys3/ nor finally, - 
the gane of Qurtroubles, how long they ſhalklaft, 2nd when 
we would haue him to free vs from them... For ſo-wee ſhall 
burfalf into a dangerous premuaire, and make forfeiture'of 
our ſpiricuall eftate, by encroaching vpon- Gods royall pri- | 
uiledges and prerogatiues, ſeeing. our-offiee and «luticis woſtri oft cruct - 
onely to beare the crofle, and it is Gods parc to:take it a- ferre,Dei vero 
way.According to the ſaying of an ancicne father; toknow #ferie. | | 
(faith he) the time whenour tribulation and aflitions are * oe wes 
to betakep from vs, itbelongethto him who hathinfliQed 7, — | 
them bur to beare > Sanaa with thank ſgiuing,itis the porteat illins eft 
proper work of our patience, Andif we thus meckly ſubmit-9i cas permiſit 
our ſelues to the will of God, it will heereof come to paſle; mſerri, 4 bryfoſt 
that both we ſhall beare our greateſt afliQions with grea- pe-yoog _ 
ter comfort and contentment, then worldly men the leaſt 
defeRts of their earthly proſperitiez and alſo that wee ſhall - 

much-the ſooner bee freed from them, ſceing our gracious - 

father will no longer ſite andbeare vs, when as hee ſeeth 

vs already throughly bumbled , vnleſſe it be inthe caſe of 

triall, for the better manifeſtation of his graces in ys, that - 

hereafter he may crowne them withtheigreater glory. - 

The fourth meanes, enabling vs to waite vpon God ing 07 

trouble and affliQtion, isro worke our hearts voto firme af- +, pes duty 
fiancein him in alleſtatesand conditions, that we may fay is is ruft in © 
with lob, Though he killme, jet will [ truſt in him; and that Gotar al 
both in the preſence and abſence of inferiour meanes, For if #57 __ 
In our croſſes andcalamities, we doe not as we oughtlooke ons of infori 
yato God, but reſt in the helpe of our worldly hopes and g,r meanes, * 
ſecondary cauſes; it isnot poſſible to'preſerue opr patience, Iob.1z.15. 
ſeeing they will-through yofaichfulnoſſe bewtay vs when 

we truſt inchem,through imporencie and inſufficiency faile 

vs , When wereſt vpon then, and whenthey hauepulled vs - 
vp (as we were) linking tothe top of the waters, —_— 

thinke. 


Ter.17.17. 


Pſa.1o8.12. 
Pſa.118.89, . 


Ter.1 7.7» 


ler. 17-5. 


Lib; 2. FI 2 x 3 Chap.3 F . 
Datier 10 beperformed when God deferreth to belpe vs, 

thinke our ſelues eſcaped out-of the-danger, they will let 

oetheir hold for want of firength, or wilfully thruſt ys 
Pack againe into the gulfe of deftruQion,'whereas if our 
whole affiance and confidence bee inthe Lord and his pro- 
miſed helpe, wee ſhall be well freed from the violence of 

affion; and neither bee much lifted vp with hope in the a- 
| 9 ann of carthly helpes, becauſe we know, that if he do 
butblowe yponthem, they doe preſently yaniſh;nor deie- 
Qed with feare and. deſpaire, when as they faile and forſake 
vs, becauſe wee are affured,thatGod inwhom wee truſt, is 
able rodeliuer vs without ther, by his al-ſufficient power, 
orelſe can when hee pleaſerh iprouide.ys other meanes in 
their ſtead, which are more conuenient and berter able to 
helpe vs. -Let vs therefore in all ouraffliQions pur ourtruſt 
in theLord, ſaying with the Church when he deferreth his 
helpe. Be »or terrible unto me, thou art my bope in the day of 
aanerfitie, And againe, Give vs belpe againſt trouble, for vaine 
i the belpe of man, For it «better (as the Pſalemif ſpeaketh) 
to truſt in the Lord, then tobaxe confidencemm man: It is better 
rorruft inthe Lord,then to hane confidence in Princes, for bleſ= 
ſed. ts the man Who truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the 
Lord «; as the Prophet pronouncech him; bleffed inreſpe&R 
of his preſent condition, ſeeing he isaſſuredin Gods good 
time ofhelpe and deliuerance, and in the meanetime of his 
gracious preſence and affiftance, enabling him to beare 


- With paticnce and comfort whatſocuer he is pleaſed tolay 


ypon him; and blefſedinreſpeRof his furure hopes, ſeeing 


heſhallhauchispatience,and humble waiting on the Lords 


leiſure, rewarded and crowned with everlaſting happineſle, 
Whereas contrariwiſe, -Curſed.14 the man who traſterh in 
wan,and maketh fleſh bis arme,aud withdraweth by heart from 
the Lord; becauſe hee ſhall but inherite the winde, and bee 
fruſtrated of his hope and confidence, leaning vpon ſuch 
weakereedsand broken ſaves, 'as will moſt faile and de- : 
cejue,when asthey are moſt reſted vpon. According to that 
-lamentable.complaint of the afflited Church, zrhileſt we 

| ” waited 


 Liba. 713 Chap.3s. 
Of our thankfulneſſe vnto Ged after we are delinered, 


Waitcd for owr vaine helpe, our eies failed; and in oxr \vaiting Laan 


we looked for a nation that conldnor ſane vs. RON 2 
Laſtly, becauſe in-ourafflitions wee are ſo weake and 


wayward, that we are impatient of any delay, therefore we J.Sedt.6. 


are to haue often our recourſe vnto God by feruent and ef- 
feQuall prayers, carnefily crying and craving for freedome 
and deliverance in ſucha time as the Lord ſeeth firteſt for 
his owne glory and our ſpirituall good; and thar in the 
meane time he will giue ynto vs ſuch iirength and patience, 
_ -and fo inwardly refreſh vs with the ſweete feeling of his 
loue and comforts of his holy Spirit, tharwee may be able 
to endure our afflitiens , as long as hee ſhall bepleaſed to 
continuethem ypon vs; grounding theſe our prayers ypon 
his word and gracious-promiſes, whereby hee hath affured 
' vs, that he will ſave and deliver vs,if we cail vpon him, when 
asit ſhall bee moſt profitable for vs to receine this mercy; 
and that in the meane while he will __ ys with the 
power of his might, that. wee ſhall not faint in the da 

of triall, nor bee overwhelmed with the waight of affli- 


Rions. 4 


And thus haue I ſhewed how the Chriftian istocary and Y. Seff.7, 
demeane himſelfe whileſt he is vnder the crofſe: Now in the Th=t after our 


| laſtplace, according to our order propounded in the be- 
ginning of this ſecond Bodke, wee are breefly to declar? 
what duety he is to performe,after that through Gods grace 


and mercifull aſſiſtance he is freed from his atflitions. And ig. 


thisina wordis out ofa beart truely and vofainedly thank- 
full torender ynto the Lord all glory, praiſe and thankſgi- 


uing for his deliverance out of theſe troubles, For this dutic pfa.o.15, 
the Lord himſclfe requireth of vs; Call ypox me in the day of Ier.20.13. 
trouble; ſo will I deliner thee, and thou ſhalt glorifieme. So the Heb.1 3.15. 


Prophet /eremy , Sing vnjo the Lord, praiſe ye the Lord, for 
be hath delinered the ſonle of the poore fromthe hand of the 
wicked. Andthe Pſalmiſt diuerfifying the ſeueral miſeries,our 
of which the Lord deliuereth his people, doth take occafion 
thereby to incite and ſtirre men yp to praiſe his holy name. 
Let. 


rs (Gaich nies pre ro tat 


Pfa1074 22.23. eh e, and bis Wonder the. ſonnec of men; 
3% : ke offer the [acrificg af raiſe, andde n——_ 4 
od rele. A Rey Wes 7 6c! | 
Copie, Ana pr im t — hs # SHRETL..., 
Pſa.50, 13. 14. Gan e an i hl cel preferring is | aboue 
Eh woke of Re eT: 
Long feb ſh bo or fro Mad of, FP; 
r onto God rs © 6p P. highs 
b: regarde. wher felch, hee will, ouch. re» 


c 
Rctiorrgeit rele the py brig uch more.accep- 
Aff I tad e (faith he). renin Ged mah —_— 
Pla.69. 30.37. megnfich much thanksgining; for this. hal þlea{o the Lord 
Kron ergy bulls that bath borues and. hoofoe, | 
thisis che, end nhich no onely God propqundeth 
dclecrieghacns ouldglonfiehio;bur w which the faiths 
ſo propound. ynto themſelues ip 3ll their, troubles, 
therefore eſpecially craving helpe and ſuccourat Gods hids 
in heir afflitions, that they, may bayc occaſion of 'thapk(. 
iving , and of lauding and magnifying his holy name for 
their 5 ay So Davidprayeth, Hewe mere: pen me 
Pla,9.13-14 O Lord, conſider my trouble which 1 ſuffer of them that hate 
& 106.4f- me, thoutbat hfteſt me from the gates of death, that / may ſpew 
all thy praiſes wuhin the gates of the danghuer of Sion, and re- 
Joyce in thy ſaluation. Andelſe where,, Saves, O Lordonr 
0d,and gather us from ewvagthy beathen, that we way praiſe 
thy holy name , and glory in thypraiſe. And becauſe through 
their great corruption of naturethe faithfull haue-feared to 
forget ſoexcellent a ducie after their deliverance, (like ynto 
the leapers who being cleanſed; onely:enc of ten:retwrned 
kd gitic thanks) therefore they, haue beene ready. to binde 
themſclues by ſolemnevow & promiſeto the performance 
. cecordingto that of the Prophet, Take aways 
Hoſ, 14.3. receine Us jrenyoſard we:render the 
- dtigpes, Andthus David hauing bound: himiflfe by-yowee' 
rt God for his deliverance, after he was dcliueredpen+ 


ned 


4 2 _ ” 
iN L if 
4 * 


ib.v.' v4.» |  Chap.35 
Of onr thankfulveſſs vane Ged after we are definered, : 


formeth his rowes vnto God. What ſbek / render (faith hee) 
wats the Lord for ll bit benefits towarde me. T will take the cap 
. of ſalnation, ang will call vpen the name of the Lord, I willpay 
v7 owes unto the Lord, exen now in the preſence of all bis pev> 
ple. I gs IT Then þ 9 TIT call 
the nams of the Lord, And againe, 
thou haſt beard me, and haſt been my delinerance, The 
yowes ofthankeſgiving, the Lord himlſelfe requires, Offer 
vnto Godpraiſe, and pay thy vowes wute the moſt bigh, And 
therefore ſeeing theſe thankes and praiſe are the maine end 
of ourdeliuerances, which both God and the faithfull doe 
_ cheefly aimeat, letvs carefully endeaueur to attaine ynto ir; 
for by the rule of reaſon the end is alwaies better then that 
which is deſtinated ynto it; and conſequently if we muſt e- 
feeme our deliverance it ſelfe, by which we are freed from 
all our troubles; much more accomptare we to make of the 
raiſes of God, and our —_— after that weare e- 
ped; ſeeing it is the end for which God delivereth vs, 
and we defire to be deliuered, Andas inthe time of our af- 
flition we are diligent in m_ , andearneſt ſuicers ynto 
God for his helpe and aide;ſo hauing obtained ir,let ys be as 
. forward and ready to returne vnto himthanks and praiſe 
for his mercy and goodnefſe, Forotherwiſe we {hill diſco- 
yer vnto God and our owne conſciences moſt ſhamefull in- 
gratitude, in that being ſuch bare banke-rupts,that we haue 
nothing to returne vnto God for all his benefits, wee will 
not remainethankfvll debters ; and having nothing elſe to 
"render vnto him for all his mercies, we will not ſo much as 
yeeld vnto bim praiſe and thanks. Yea, wee ſhall gonny | 
proue, that weare not inthe number of Gods faichfull peo- 
ple,whoſe conſtant praQtiſe in all ages hath bin, ro megnifie 
and glorific the holy name of Gad, when they hauebeen® 
dreliveredout ofany afflitions, as it plainly appeareth in fo 
many places of the ſacred Scriptures; that it is much loſt 
time to infhſt ypon them, A. | 
ce 


Now 


ned an excellent Pſalme of thankſgiving, — __ _—_ 


vpon 
will praiſe thee, becauſe Pſa.r18, us. 


Liba. ), . 746. Chips: I 
| Of our tharbfulneſſe vute God when we aredelinered; 
s __ Now thisthankfulnefſe whereby we glozifieGed,for his 
thankeſulneſſe s gracious deliverance of ys out of trouble and affliRion, is 
to be offered vn- not to be onely formall and externall,. bur/is firſt andprin- 
to Godfor our; Cipally to be {cated in-our minds and hearts, wherein we 
deliverance. are perpetually to retaine a gratefull remembranceof Gods 
mercy. towards vs, witha reſolued purpoſe and intention in 
all cbings to glorific his holy name,when as any occaſion is 
offered ormay- be.taken by vs. -Forthe Prophet M{a/arbje 
Mal.2.2. threatneth-a cutſe againii the Prieſts which, was to fall vp- 
on them, ifthey did wot conſider, or put it entheir heart to giue 
glory. vnte the Lord, And the Apoſtle exhorteth vs in all 
x.Cor.ro,r. thingstointendandaime at Gods glory, #hether (faith he) 
. yeeateor drinks, or whatſoeucr yedee,doralltotheglory of God, 
Byr yet thisthankſulneſſets.yor wholy to bereſerued (asir 
were).inthe cloſe priſon of our owne breſts,' for ſo'God 
- ſhould loſe theglory, our neigbours a good example, and 
we faile.in the performance of our dutie, but ir is alfo tobe 
profeſſed with our mouthes,and our profeſſion to be appro- 
ued by our-workes and aQions, +Inour ſpeaches weareto 
declare what great things.the Lord: hath done for vs,'to 
magnifie his mercies for our deliuerances out oftrouble,and 
to praiſe his holy. name in Plalmes, Hymnes and fpirituall 
ſongs, ſweetning the muſicke ofthe voice withthe harmo- 
nious mUody ofour hearts, And becauſe the Lordis glo- 
rified, not onely-in his:praifes, according. to. the faying in 
the Plalmes, He that ſacrificeth praiſe, doth glorifie me ; bur 
alſo in all our. hdly communications, and in our religious, 
| honeſt and ſauoury ſpeaches; therefore wee-muſt acquaint 
our tongues withthe language of Canaan,and auoiding all 
corrupt and yprofitable words, we mult ſet a-watch betore 
the dore of our lips,and-carctully rake heed that aur ſpeach- 
esbe ſopowdred. wich-the ſalt: of wiſdome and holineſſe, 
that they may hot onely glorific. God, but aJſotendtothe 
edification of tboſe thatheare vs, Finally, becauſe thankfſul- 
nclle profeſſed 3s not ſufficient, valeſſe ir be alſo approved 
by our workes of godlinefle and ſanRification; therefore 


Col.3.16 


Pſa. s 0.23. 


-. 
£ 


NT ENT” 
Of mr rhorefalbe ſt onto Grd after we aredelinered. 

we muſt endeauour alſo that our lghts _ ſoftine before 

meu;that ſeeing onr good Worky, rbey may glorifie our father in 

hraten.' And A of il let vs take bed that ml po not 

— — by ouerſhadowing it with the 


black cloude of fin and wickedneſſe; bateſpeciallyler vs la. 
bour to mortifie thoſe corruptions,and to forſake thoſe fins, 
which our-owne conſciences doe condemne to be the like- 
left cauſes of our late affli tions, leſt lying and living tillin 
our finnes, and impenirently going forward in our former 
euill courſes, we fall intoa relapſe of Gods eſtaped iudge- 
ments, and after our deliverance from lefſer afflitions, haue 
(as our Saujour ſpeaketh)fome worſer puniſhment inflicted 


o 


n'vs;And withall;Jet vslabourin the contrary workes of Ioh.5.14: 


holynefle and righteouſneſſe , endeauouring by our abun- 
dantfruics ofan holy & ſanQificd life, that our heavenly fa. 
ther may be glorified; & ſo.may we be aſſured that the Lord 
will forthe time to come, either preſerue ys out of ſuch af 
fiions, as we baue formerly ſuffered, or willinflit them 
'onelyfor ovr triall, and the manifeſtation of his gifts and 
graces invs; bringing vs as his moſt approued fouldiars into 
this confli of tentations,that we may obtaine viRtory ouer 
all our ſpirituall enemies, and afterwards be crowned with 


loha 5.8, . 


all glory and happineſſe in his heauenly kingdome, which-- 


he grant ynto vsthathath dearly bought ir for vs, leſus 
. - -Chrittherighteous,to whom with the Father, . 
and the holy Spirit, be rendered of vs, © 
and his whole Church, al honour and 
praiſe, power,maieftic and domi- * 
nion bothnow andfor cuer- 
more. Amen, 


FINIS. 


Macth. 5.26, Es 


